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No. 613. 

GOLD COAST. 
(For Report for 1907, m No. 673.) 

THE ACTING GOVERNOR TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

Government House, 
Accra! 

21st July, 1909. 
MY LORD. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, a comprehensive 
report on the Blue Book for the year, 1908, which has been 
prepared by the Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr. C. Riby 
Williams, C.M.G. 

The most serious event in the history of the Colony in recent 
years was the unfortunate epidemic of plague which broke out 
at Accra in January. This is the first recorded instance of the 
existence of plague in a British West African Colony, though an 
outbreak occurred at Grand Bassam, in the neighbouring French 
Colony of the Ivory Coast, in the year 1899. 

The origin of the infection remains uncertain; many theories 
have been put forward to account for its conveyance to the Gold 
Coast, but none are supported by reliable evidence, and the ques
tion still affords matter for speculation. 

The outbreak was not definitely diagnosed as plague until the 
10th of January; but it is practically certain that deaths from 
plague had occurred before the disease began to develop the 
character of an epidemic. The fact that the medical authorities 
did not announce the existence of the disease at an earlier date 
has been made the subject of local criticism. But, as the Officer 
Administering the Government at the time, I have no hesitation 
in stating that the preliminary enquiries and investigations were 
most thoroughly and conscientiously made by the Deputy Prin
cipal Medical Officer and his assistants. 

It must be borne in mind that these officials had no previous 
experience of the disease, nor were they familiar with the plague 
bacillus; under such circumstances, a degree of reticence was, in 
my opinion, not only reasonable but wise. An authoritative 
pronouncement that plague has appeared in the midst of a com
munity where, hitherto, its existence is neither known nor 
suspected, argues that the Deputy Principal Medical Officer pos
sesses courage and self-reliance of a high order, and these qualities 

0*l{frrS.) Wt, 2612?—82?. 11?5. 9/09. D $ a A 2 
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were no less apparent subsequently in the suppression of the 
epidemic. 

The measures immediately taken to deal with the outbreak 
were: — 

(i.) Accra declared an infected port under the Quarantine 
Ordinance. 

(ii.) The establishment of isolation camps for contact cases,* 
and of special markets in their vicinity. 

(iii.) The provision of a separate burial ground for infected 
corpses. 

(iv.) The closing of all schools. 
(v.) The appointment of a Health Committee with special 

powers under the Towns Ordinance. 
(vi.) The extermination of rodents and the offer of rewards 

for their destruction. 
(vii.) The closing or demolition of houses and huts certified 

by a medical officer to be infected. 
These preliminary measures were attended with success and it 

was soon apparent that the outbreak was well in hand. The 
disease at Accra never assumed the alarming proportions which 
have been developed in other countries, though its sanitary con
ditions and certain thickly populated native areas were favourable 
to the growth of a virulent epidemic. 

The Gold Coast Colony is not a party to the Paris Sanitary Con
vention of 1903; but, in accordance with the spirit of that 
Convention, all British and foreign Governments in West Africa 
were immediately informed of local conditions and the measures 
adopted to prevent the spread of contagion. 

Though the steps taken by the Colonial Government were suffi
cient to keep the epidemic in check for the time being, the Secre
tary of State decided to send out a specialist to advise as to the 
measures necessary to stamp out contagion, and the Colony was 
fortunate to obtain for this purpose the services of Professor 
W. J. Simpson, whose experience in connection with outbreaks 
of plague in India and South Africa and his position in the domain 
of tropical hygiene rendered him eminently qualified for the task. 
Professor Simpson arrived at Accra on the 2nd of February. He 
was appointed President of the Committee of Public Health and 
immediately took charge of all arrangements for the suppression 
of the epidemic. Up to that date the total number of deaths from 
plague at Accra was 67; there were 11 cases in the Contagious 
Diseases Hospital, and 32 contact cases in the isolation camps. 

As is usual, the outbreak was associated with an epizootic of 
plague amongst rodents. A special laboratory for the examina
tion of rats was established at Accra, where Dr. Graham was on 
various occasions able to acquaint the Health Committee that areas 
were infected in which the epidemic had not yet appeared. The 
invaluable information thus received enabled the Committee to 
take preventive measures in such localities, with the result that 
human beings remained free from contagion. There is no indica
tion that the epizootic of plague spread beyond the towu of Accra, 
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On the advice of Professor Simpson the undermentioned further 
measures were taken to suppress the outbreak and to prevent the 
spread of the contagion: — 

(i.) The establishment of four stations for inoculation by 
Haffkine's prophylactic, 

(ii.) The supervision and inspection of all cargo shipped 
from Accra and the fumigation of sacks and coverings 
of such cargo. 

(iii.) The inoculation of all deck passengers and other natives 
leaving Accra by sea at least a week prior to their 
departure and the fumigation of their clothing and 
effects. 

(iv.) The fumigation of parcel post mails. , 
(v.) The establishment of a land cordon round Accra. No 

person who had slept within the municipal boundaries 
within the preceding 14 days was allowed through the 
cordon without a passport, bearing an impress of his 
or her thumbmark, and signed by a Government 
medical officer, stating that the bearer had been inocu
lated at least seven days prior to the date of the pass
port. 4,000 such passports were issued by medical 
officers. 

One of the most satisfactory features of the preventive measures' 
was the readiness with which the natives voluntarily presented 
themselves for inoculation by Haffkine's prophylactic. More than 
2,000 natives were inoculated between the 7th and 12th of Feb
ruary; and some 35,000 in all. It is regrettable that in spite of 
the measures taken to prevent natives leaving Accra by sea and 
land, a few fishermen evaded the police by night and left for towns 
on the coast. In each case the panic-stricken men carried con
tagion, with the result that outbreaks of plague occurred at Temma 
to the eastward, and at Nianyano, Brewa, Anamabo to the 
westward. Prompt steps were taken to deal with these villages, 
and the progress of the epidemic was checked in each instance; 
but not before 64 deaths had occurred at Nianyano, 19 at Brewa, 
and 12 at Anamabo. 

It became apparent about the middle of February, when the 
fear inspired by the first ravages of the disease had to some extent 
abated, that the statute law of the Colony was inadequate to pro
vide for the necessary measures to prevent the spread of the 
epidemic, and I requested Lord Elgin's sanction to lay before the 

' Legislature the Bill which was subsequently enacted, with a few 
modifications, as " The Infectious Disease^ Ordinance, 1908," 
(No. 2 of 190P\ The provisions of this measure are drastic, but 
not more so than was warranted by the gravity of the situation. 
Briefly, it empowers the Governor in Council to declare: — 

(i.) Any infectious or contagious disease to be within the 
provisions of the Ordinance, 

(ii.) Any place or town an infected area, 
(iii.) Any infected area to be evacuated. 

It empowers a medical officer to order: — 
(i.) A post-mortem examination where an infectious disease 

is suspected. 
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(ii.) A mark of identification to be placed on infected 
buildings. 

(iii.) The disinfection or destruction of the same. 
(iv.) The destruction of animals suspected of transmitting an 

infectious disease, 
(v.) The removal or isolation of infected persons or persons 

suspected to be infected. 
The Ordinance further provides for the appointment of Com

pensation Boards for dealing with all claims which may arise 
under the Ordinance, and empowers the Governor in Council to 
make rules for the carrying into effect the provisions of the 
Ordinance. 

By Section 15 it was enacted that no action, suit, or civil pro
ceeding of any kind should be brought, without the consent of the 
Attorney-General, for damages or compensation in respect of any 
measures taken to prevent the spread of the outbreak of plague 
as well before as after the commencement of the Ordinance. The 
Enactment thus made legal what had previously been done by the 
Executive in demolishing houses and property, while providing 
for the payment of compensation to the owners thereof. 

The appointment of Compensation Boards has proved most suc
cessful, and no complaints have been received in connection with 
their awards. 

The total number of cases of plague in the Colony between the 
outbreak in January and the 16th of August, when Accra was 
finally declared to be free from infection, was 336; of which 288 
terminated fatally. 

167 deaths occurred in Accra and 25 in villages in its vicinity. 
It is gratifying to report that out of 92 cases treated in the 
Infectious Diseases Hospital 45, or 48*91 per cent., recovered. 

106 deaths occurred in the Central Province. 
The courage, determination, and devotion shown by Professor 

Simpson and the medical staff in preventing the spread of and 
stamping out the epidemic were worthy of the high traditions of 
the profession to which they belong, and their efforts were ably 
and energetically seconded, not only by officers of all departments 
resident in infected areas, but also by professional men and repre
sentatives of the mercantile community who served on the Com
mittees of Public Health. 

The admirable services rendered by these officials and non-
officials have been rewarded by the successful result of their un
selfish labours and the recognition by your Lordship of their 
good work. f 

I have, A c , 
H. BEYAN, 

Acting Governor. 
The Right Honourable 

Ihe Earl of Crewe, E.G., 
&c,* Ac, &c 
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REPORT ON THE BLUE BOOK OF THE GOLD COAST 
COLONY FOR THE YEAR 1908. 

I.—FINANCIAL. 

The revenue for the year 1908 was the highest yet recorded, and 
trade, notwithstanding depressed home markets and a local out* 
break of plague, must be considered satisfactory.. The revenue 
amounted to ,£752,141 lis. 4d., which exceeded the original esti
mate by £17,841 l b . 4d., and was £43,423 1$. lid. in excess of 
that of the year 1907, although that year included a grant-in-aid 
of £5,000 from Imperial funds. Revenue exceeded expenditure 
by £64,849 7*. 8d. The latter included : — 

(i.) £20,000 repaid to the Imperial Exchequer. 
(ii.) £10,980 contributed to the Sinking Fund for liquidating 

the Railway Loan. 
On the 31st December, 1907, assets exceeded liabilities by 

£477,871 165. U.\ and on 31st December, 1908, by £542,721 4*. 
The amounts collected under the several heads of revenue in the 

Colony, Ashanti, and the Northern Territories are shown in the 
following statements:— ; » 

Heads of Revenue. 

Actual 
Revenue to 
31st Decem

ber, 1908. 

Revenue for 
the same 

period of pre
ceding year. 

Increase. Decrease. 

1. Customs 
2. Light Dues 
3. Lioences, &o 
4. Fees of Court, <feo, 
6. Railways1 ... 
6. Post and Telegraphs 
7. Rents of Government 

Land. 
8. Interest . . . 
9. Ashanti • 

10. Northern Territories .. . 
11. Miscellaneous 

£ s* d. 
489,986 18 11 

2,301 10 0 
27,416 14 9 
80.809 0 1 

160,604 16 6 
4,049 16 8 
1,606 8 7 

492 6 11 
27,908 17 6 
10,988 12 9 
6,227 15 8 

£ *. d. 
414,546 1 11 

2,346 14 0 
23,467 7 8 
81,067 17 9 

168,488 16 2 
8,206 4 6 
1,268 9 4 

380 3 10 
87,248 18 4 
18,089 18 8 
8,673 18 10 

£ s. d, 
76,440 17 0 

3,949 7 1 

848 11 3 
237 14 8 

112 2 1 

2,653 16 10 

£ 8, d. 

46 4 0 

248 17 8 
17,928 18 8 

9,840 0 10 
7,161 6 6 

Total 
12. Land Sales... 

762,141 11 4 703,718 9 6 83,137 8 6 34,714 6 8 

Imperial Grants - 6,000 0 0 6,000 0 0 

Grand Total ... 762,141 11 4 708,718 9 6 88,187 8 ~ T 89,714 6 8 
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Ashanti* 

2,318 
241 

Caravan tolls ... 
Ferry tolls ••• ... 
Auctioneers' licences . . . 
Boat and canoe licences 
Dog licences ... 
Dredging licences 
Firearms and ammuni

tion lioences. 
Hunting licences 
Prospecting and mining 

licences. 
Spirit licences ... . . . 
Wine and beer licences... 
Court fines and fees .. . 
Market and slaughter

house fees. 
Mining royalties . . . 12,312 
Obuassi contribution . . . 676 
Postal subsidy from 50 

Akrokerri mines. 
Bents from Government 1,295 

land. 
Bale of stamps, &c. ... 4,589 
Sale of unserviceable 11 

stores. 
Miscellaneous .. . . . . 350 

20 
29 
19 

5 
8 

6 
20 

4,460 
38 

627 
828 

s* d. 
7 6 
1 5 
0 0 
5 0 

10 0 
0 0 

17 6 

10 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
2 3 

17 6 

9 
18 

0 
6 

0 0 

0 9 

8 7 
19 9 

9 9 

Total .. . 27,908 17 6 

Northern Territories. 

Caravan tolls 
Ferry tolls 
Hunting licences ... 
Court fines and fees ... 
Market and slaughter

house fees. 
Sale of live stock ... 
Sale of provisions 
Sale of stamps, etc. 
Miscellaneous 

£ *. d. 
9,293 13 6 

20 14 0 
21 0 0 

363 17 6 
423 8 6 

26 16 6 
650 11 7 
130 0 3 

58 10 11 

Total ... 10,938 12 9 

The following heads exhibit increases over the original 
estimates: — 

Customs 
Light Dues 
Licences, &c. 
Post and Telegraphs 
Rents of Government Land 

£ 3. d. 
79,985 18 11 

101 10 0 
5,416 14 9 

299 15 8 
256 3 7 

£86,060 2 11 

The increase under the head Customs is due to a large excess 
under the sub-head u Specific/\ caused by an additional 6d. per 
gallon duty imposed on Spirits (Ordinance No. 6 of 1908), and to 
abnormal withdrawals of spirits from bond during the month of 
December. 

The increase under Licences, &c., is due, to a large extent, to 
amounts received in respect of Firearms and Ammunition 
Licences, under Ordinance No. 3 of 1907, which came into force 
on the 1st of October, 1907, and additional Spirit Licences. 
Increases also occur under Ferfry Tolls. 

Revenue of Ashanti and the Northern Territories* 



GOLD COAST, 1908. 9 

The heads which show decreases under the estimates are: — 
£ s. d. 

6,190 19 11 
24,495 3 6 
12,507 14 1 
12,091 2 6 
7,061 7 3 
5,772 4 4 

100 0 0 

£68,218 11 7 

Fees of Court, &c.:—The decrease under this head is due 
principally to the revenue under the sub-head " Stamp Duties " 
failing to realize the amount anticipated, though there was an 
increase of £18,496 12s. (id. on the amount received in the year 
1907. There was also a falling off under the sub-heads " Survey 
Fees " and " Mines P o l i c e O n the other hand, the sub-head 
" Prison Labour " showed an increase of £601 17s., and " Escort 
Police-"of £22316^. 9d.^ 

The decrease under Railways is attributable to the inactivity in 
the mining industry with regard to upward freight, and to the 
decrease on the timber and rubber traffic in the down direction, 
owing to depression in the home markets. Various rates were also 
reduced from the 1st of August, but without a corresponding 
growth of tonnage. 

The decrease under Interest is due to the proposed loan for 
Railways and Harbour works, authorized by Ordinance No. 12 
of 1906 (re-enacted and extended by Ordinance No. 4 of 1908) 
not having been raised during the year. Thus it was not 
possible to release, for investment, the surplus funds of the 
Colony, which have been advanced to carry on loan works. 

The decrease under Ashanti is mainly due to the abolition, 
with effect from the 1st of August, of the Caravan Tolls and to 
the failure of Mining Royalties to realize expectations. The 
following sub-heads also show decreases:—Ferry Tolls 
(£558 18s. 7d.) <iu8 to a considerable decrease in the quantity 
of rubber ferried; Court Fines and Fees (£47217s. 9d.) which are 
subject to variation, and Rents from Government Lands 
(£404 19s. 3d.) due, to a certain extent, to arrears not brought 
to account before the end of the year. 

The decrease under Northern Territories is almost entirely due 
to the abolition of the Caravan Tolls. There is also a decrease 
of £349 8s. 5rf. under the sub-head " Sale of Provisions/' owing 
to the system of purchase of Government provisions having been 
discontinued. 

Under Miscellaneous, the receipts for Mining Royalties fell 
short of the Estimate by £6,203 14s. 

The estimated expenditure for the year was £894,689, the 
actual expenditure being £687,292 3s. 8rf., or £207,396 16#. id. 

• under the estimate and an increase of £70,167 16.?. 2d. over that 
for the year 19071. 

Fees of Court, &c 
Railway 
Interest 
Ashanti 
Northern Territories 
Miscellaneous 
Land Sales 
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The savings on the estimates are mainly under the heads of :—-
(i.) Railways, £15,655 19s. l id. , due partly to lower work

ing expenses corresponding to a greatly decreased ton
nage, and partly to the cost of locomotives, on order, 
not having been met during the year. 

(ii.) Public Debt Charges, £34,625 15s., due to a saving 
in the amount of interest estimated to be paid to stock
holders, namely £56,000, which, owing to the pro
posed Loan for Railway and Harbour Works not 
haying been raised, was not required. As against 
this saving the interest paid on advances by the Crown 
Agents to carry on the loan works, namely 
£21,537 10s. id.) should be taken into consideration. 

(iii.) Ashanti Disturbances. Owing to the loan not having 
been raised, surplus balances were not available for 
the payment of the sum of £34,380 due to the 
Imperial Exchequer in respect of troops lent during 
the Ashanti disturbances of 1900. For the same reason 

(iv.) the sum of £100,000 provided under repayment of 
of Loans from Surplus Balances to the Imperial Ex
chequer has not yet been met. 

(v.) Works Chargeable to Surplus Balances, £17,881 
7s. Id., due to the works not having been proceeded 
with to the extent anticipated. 

{vi.) Gold Coast Regiment, £3,499, due to savings under 
salaries, &c. 

(vii.) Police, £5,583 lis. 4d., due to eleven months' ex
penditure only having been brought to account during 
the year; and 

(viii.) Public Works Extraordinary, £3,200 7s. 9d., though 
this does not represent any saving as the amount will 
be fully required during the year 1909 for the com
pletion of works. 

The appended tables show the expenditure, in detail, as com
pared with the year 1907: —*• 

Head of Expenditure. Expenditure, 
1907. 

Expenditure. 
1908. Increase. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

0. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
18. 
17. 

Establishments. 
Qovernor and Legislature 
Supreme Court . . 
Law Officers . . . . 
Secretariat.. 
Printing Office .. 
Native Affairs 
Provincial and District Commis

sioners. 
Treasury .. . . . . . . 
Custom* . . 
Customs Preventive Services . 
Lighthouses and Signal Stations . . 
Hallways .. . . 
Post and Telegraphs . . . .. 
Transport Department 
Transport and Travelling 
Medical * 
Sanitation.. . . .» •• •• 

Oarried forward 

£ i. 
5.327 12 
7,764 JO 
2,308 7 
6368 3 
6,194 14 
1,747 14 

d 
1 
6 
0 
2 
6 
7 

17348 2 11 

10,033 8 1 
21.230 0 11 
14.404 0 10 
1,671 13 6 

02318 6 2 
20,715 8 0 
im 18 3 

21,670 8 6 
82,164 17 8 
3,079 16 6 

£ s. d, 
5\909 16 10 
8,083 8 0 
1,637 18 0 
5.289 18 10 
6.236 17 8 
2,180 9 11 

17,990 5 4 

11,044 19 6 
21,650 11 8 
16,664 2 1 
1311 10 0 

77,471 0 1 
20.808 19 1 
1,706 1 7 

24.706 19 8 
86,780 7 11 
5,615 10 2 

£ 8. d. 
682 4 0 
318 17 7 

42 3 2 
432 15 4 
142 2 6 

111 11 6 
420 10 9 

2,070 1 3 

03 11 1 

3,035 10 
4,624 10 

535 13 

Decrease. 

£ *. d. 

760 13 3 
68 4 4 

860 3 6 
14̂ 42 6 1 

167*16 8 
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Heads of Expenditure. Expenditure, 
1907. 

Expenditure, 
1908. Increase. Decrease, 

Brought forward 
17a. Veterinary Surgeon . . . . . . 
'ft. Education •« •• . . . . 
hi Agriculture.. .* . . .» . . 
20. Forestry . . . . . . 
21* Minos.. .* *. ». *. »• 
22. Gold Coast Regiment 
22a. Do. do. 2nd Battalion 
23, Volunteers . . . . . . . . 
24* PoUoe.. , . . . . . . . 
25* Prisons . . . . *. . . 
26. OolonialChaplain . . . . . 
27. Public Cemeteries . . . . . , 
28. Audit Office *« . . . . . . 
29. Mines Surveya . . 
29a. Surveys *• . . *• * • n . . 
30. Ashanti . , . . . . . . . . 
31. Northern Territories 
32. (Northern Territories) Constabulary 
33. Miscellaneous Services,1.. . . 
34. Pensions and Gratuities . . . . 
35. Public Debt Charges 
36. Public Works .* . . . . 
37. Do. Recurrent . . *. 

38. Public Works Extraordinary 
39. Post and Telegraphs Extraordinary 
40. Repayments of Loans 

4L Repayment of Loans from Surplus 
Balances* 

42. Works chargeable to Surplus 
Balances, 

43. Ashanti Disturbances, from Surplus 
Balances. 

Total . . 

10,722 19 6 
6.268 5 6 

wTib 11 

m i 
8362 8 8 

24,892 18 11 
11,719 4 4 

I -° 711 
14 1 

4317 0 6 
26,496 9 3 
24304 6 I 
9.163 110 
8307 9 9 
9364 1 5 

66,822 9 10 
18,984 4 10 
14392 12 6 

575314 0 2 
21,482 1 1 
5,401 7 9 

15,000 0 0 

616397 9 0 

222 4 9 

4 14 9 

617,124 8 6 

£ s, <L 

12026 16 2 

A M 
lS»18 10 

66,014 0 0 

836T 
13,469 I] 

|39 " 
2 ^ 0 

8,788 18 8 

S B it If 
103 il 5 0 
8031819 4 
10360 19 2 
66344 6 0 
16,664 16 10 
16,053 12 8 

& a o% 

1.40Tl8 8 

Hfli! 
ear 9ii 
46610 7 

1,750 18 1 

3 $ VI 
2,733 13 
1394 H 

1458 8 
22461 9 

888 H 

2360*12 
1361 0 

IW7368 6 11 
65369 12 3 
2350 18 1 

20,000 0 0 

50318 5 1 
43387 11 2 

5300* 0 0 

686,173 11 3 

2418 12 6 

99306 16 3 

1396 7 8 

687,292 3 8 101,102 3 11 

8 5 1 » 7 

5,438 12 5 

59jTl0 3 
2 14 9 

4317*0 6 

1396"l4 2 

1378*4 10 

28378 19 4 

2350*14 8 

30329 14 0 

4 14 9 

30384 8 9 

The following statements show the expenditure in 1908 charged 
against Ashanti and the Northern Territories: — 

Ashanti. 

Ashav'i (Head XXX of 27,791 
Estimates). 

Treasury . . . 771 
Customs (Preventive 1,848 

services). 
Post and telegraphs . . . 1,546 
Transport department... 589 
Medical department . . . 5,382 
Agriculture .. . . . . 395 
W.A.F.F* (proportionate 45,823 

cost). 
Volunteers ... . . . 475 
Police .. . 1,850 
Prisons 923 
Public works . . . . . . 1,200 
Public works extra- 7,432 

ordinary. 
Post and telegraphs ex- 2,550 

traordinary. 

8. d. 
6 10 

7 5 
0 0 

3 3 
6 1 
8 3 
8 7 
0 0 

11 2 
17 0 
12 8 
0 2 

11 7 

13 1 

Total . . . 98,680 6 1 

Northern Territories* 

& s. d. 
Northern Territories 22,607 10 11 

(Head XXXI. of Esti
mates). 

Treasury... 487 2 9 
Post ana telegraphs . . . 316 2 5 
Medical department ... 4,717 13 10 
Sanitation 12 0 0 
Agriculture . . . . . . 13 15 0 
W.A.F.F. (proportionate 5,604 0 0 

cost). 
Northern Territories 10,321 5 0 

Constabulary. 
Publio works ... 396 0 5 
Public works extra- 5,786 7 6 

ordinary. 

Total ... 50,201 17 10 
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As compared with 1907 the principal increases in expenditure 
were;— 

£ s. d. 
i(i.) Miscellaneous Services , 22,151 9 7 
(ii.) Public Works Extraordinary ... 43,887 11 2 

(iii.) Repayment of Loans ... ... 5,000 0 0 
and various sums under the heads:—Customs (£2,070 1.5. 3d.), due 
to one month of 1907 expenditure having been paid in 1908; 
Transport and Travelling (£3,035 10s. 9d.), due mainly to the 
increased amount paid to the railway for conveyance of Govern
ment officials and goods; Medical (£4,624 10$. 3d.), due to in
creases under Personal Emoluments; Education(£1,403 16$. 8d.)3 

increased grants-iK aid to assisted schcols and equipment of the 
new Government training institution and technical school; 
forestry (£1,665 6$, 2d.), cost of special officer to examine and 
report on the forests of the Colony and Ashanti; Prisons 
(£1,750 13$. Id.), duo to rations for and supervision over increased 
number of prisoners; Surveys {2,733 13$. 8d.)9 a new department 
formed to take the place of the previous Mines Surveys Depart
ment; Ashanti (£1,294 17$. 7c?.), increased Public Works and 
Coomassie Agricultural Show; Northern Territories Constabulary 
(£1,158 3$. 2d.), due to increase for clothing and equipment, and 
arms and ammunition ; Public Works Department (£2,580 12$.), 
increased Personal Emoluments, following a larger programme 
of work; Public Works Recurrent (1,061 0$. 3d.), increase 
in the cost of maintaining trade roads; and Works Chargeable 
to Surplus Balances (£1,896 7$. 8d.), due to increased expenditure 
on these works. , 

The increase under (i), Miscellaneous Services, is entirely due 
to the outbreak of plague, for which a sum of £25,000 was voted 
by the Legislature; under (ii.), augmented programme of public 
works undertaken in 1908, and; (iii.), due to three instalments 
only having been paid to the Imperial Government during the 
year 1907. 

The principal decreases were: — 
£ $. d. 

(i.) Railways . . . . . . ... ... 14,842 5 1 
<ii.) Gold Coast Regiment, 2nd Battalion 3,433 12 5 

{iii.) Mines Surveys . . . . . . ... 4,517 0 6 
{iv.) Northern Territories ... 1,696 14 2 
(v.) Public Debt Charges ... ... 1,278 4 10 

(vi.) Post and Telegraphs Extraordinary 2,850 14 8 
These decreases were due under (i.) to lower working costs 

consequent on reduced traffic; under (ii.) to the disbandment, in 
1906, of the 2nd Battalion, Gold Coast Regiment, West African 
Frontier Force; (iii.) a new department having taken its place; 
{iv.) vacancies in staff, &c., for portions of the year; (v.) less 
interest paid on advances by the Crown Agents, and (vi.) de
creased expenditure on Telegraph Construction. 



The following is a comparative statement of the total revenue and expenditure for the past five years :— 

Revenue. Expenditure. 

Year. Amount. Remarks. Year. 
i 
i 

Amount. Remarks. 

1904 

1905 

190f. 

1907 

1908 

£ a. d. 
682,193 0 0 

586,221 8 1 

683,101 16 3 

708,7J 8 9 6 

752,141 11 4 
• 

Includes £31,800 4s. Ad. Grants-in-aid of 
Northern Territories. 

Includes £13,759 6«. 6U Grants-in-aid of 
Northern Territories. 

Includes £10,000 Grants-in-aid of Northern 
Territories. 

Includes £5,000 Grants-in-aid of Northern 
Territories. 

Includes no Grants-in-aid. 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

£ s. d. 
622,376 11 5 

616,118 11 2 

628,906 3 0 

617,124 8 6 

687,292 3 8 

Includes £5,612 0s. Id. on account of Ashanti 
disturbances. 

Includes £4,106 15s. 2d. on account of Ashanti 
disturbances, and £20,000 repayment of loans. 

Includes £224 7s. lid. on account of Ashanti 
disturbances and £26,598 18s. lid. repayment of 
loans. 

Includes £15,000 on account of repayment of 
loans. 

Includes £20,000 repayment of loans. 

The only forms of direct taxation in the Colony proper are the licences on vehicles and the house rate levied under the 
Town Councils Ordinance. In the towns of Accra, Cape Coast, and Sekondi these items form part of the revenue of their 
respective municipalities. 

The collection of caravan tolls was discontinued, both in Ashanti and in the Northern Territories from the 1st of 
.September. 

The following is a detailed statement of the Assets and Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st December, 1908 :— 



1908. LIABILITIES. £ s. d. £ s. d. 
Inter-Colonial Accounts (due by the 2,797 17 2 

Gold Coast). 
Prisoners7 Property 42 3 4 
Transport Agency 504 14 7 
Police Reward Fund 960 11 6 
Northern Territories Constabulary 316 7 0 

Reward Fund. 
W.A.F.F. Reward Fund . 1,639 10 5 
Bank of British West Africa, Ltd. ...10,000 0 0 
Official Administrator 803 10 0 
-Chief Registrar . . . 1,745 2 0 
Customs Duties.. . . . 4,640 7 10 
Public Officers' Guarantee Fund .. . 7,820 6 3 

\ Inland Money Orders 132 16 0 
Savings Bank . . . . . . 20,641 12 4 
General Post Office, London — 
Through Money Orders 357 16 8 
Paymaster, W.A.F.F. 1st Batt, Gold 79 18 8 

Coast Regt. 
Paymaster, W.A.F.F., 2nd Batt^ Gold 12 6 7 

Coast Regt. 
Rents on Concessions . . . . . . ... 424 15 9 
Railway Open Lines Deposit Account 2,056 8 4 
Drafts between Stations 4,555 15 8 
Sheriff 402 17 3 
Postal Orders 79 16 1 
Sundry Small Deposits 3,429 6 4 
Britton Trust Fund 30 12 2 
Postmaster General . . . . 6,086 13 3 
Imperial German Post Office Account — 

69,561 5 2 
Drafts and Remittances — 1,175 19 3 
Surplus and Deficit Account (net — 542,721 4 0 

excess of Assets over Liabilities). 
£613,458 8 5 

1908. ASSETS. £ *. d. £ s. d. j -
Investments:— 

On Account of Savings Bank . . . 16,299 14 0 
„ „ „ Public Officers 7,024 19 8 

Guarantee Fund. 
„ „ „ Bank of British 10,000 0 0 

West Africa, Ltd. 
„ „ Britton Trust Fund 30 12 2 

r 33,355 5 10 
Inter-Colonial Accounts (due to the 9,694 17 0 _ 

Gold Coast). g 
Railway Open Lines Suspense Account 200 6 11 g 
General Manager Railway Open Lines 19,009 6 1 § 
Transport Agency . . . . . . 504 14 7 £ 
General Post Office, London 2,499 6 5 £ 
Loan Account 442,875 13 8 ^ 
Sundry Authorised Advances . . . 2,955 18 7 ^ 
Imprests . . . ••• . . . — 19,865 10 0 

497,605 13 3 © 
General Imprest Account — 82,497 9 4 J| 

T • * 
C 
• 

£613,458 8 5 
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The excess of assets over liabilities on the 1st of January, 1908, 
was £477,871 16s. 4d. At the close of the year the excess stood 
at £642,721 4s., an increase of £64,849 7s. 8d. 

The excess is explained as follows: — 
£ s. d. 

Excess at 31st December, 1907 ... 477,871 16 4 
The revenue of 1908 was ... 752,141 11 4 

1,230,013 7 8 
The Expenditure of 1908 amounted to ... 687,292 3 8 

Leaving an excess at 31st December, 1908, of £542,721 4 0 

The surplus is accounted for as under: — 
Assets. 

£ s. d. 
General Imprest Account (cash in hand) ... 82,497 9 4 
General assets as shown in above table exclu

sive of advances made for Loan Works 
from Surplus Funds 88,085 5 5 

Advances made for Loan Works from Surplus 
Funds pending the issue of a further loan 442,875 13 8 

£613,458 8 5 
Liabilities. 

£ s. d. 
Sundry items shown in above 

detailed statement ... .....69,561 - 5 2 
Drafts and remittances ... 1,175 19 3 

70,737 4 5 

Surplus £542,721 4 0 

On the 31st December, 1907, the Public Debt of the Colony was 
£2,206,964 16s. 7d. On the 31st of December, 1908, it amounted 
to £2,207,163 13s. 3d., or an increase of £198 16s. 8d. This 
increase is accounted for as follows: — 

£ s, d. 
Additional advances by the Crown Agents ... 20,198 16 8 
Less repayment to the Imperial Exchequer 20,000 0 0 

£198 16 S 

The funded portion of the debt amounted to £1,098,000 5s. 9d., 
and the amount standing to the credit of the Sinking Fund for 
the extinction of the debt was £43,161 16s. 6d., as against 

v £30,785 14s. 3d. at the close of the preceding year, £10,980 of 
this was contributed from general revenue, the balance accruing 
from interest realized on investments/ 
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The following statement shows in detail the particulars of the 
Public Debt: — 

1. Imperial Exchequer— 
(i.) Ashanti Expedition, 

1896 (due to the War 
Department) 

(ii.) West India Eegiment, 
1897-1898 (due to the 
War Department) .. 

(iii.) Telegraph lines to the 
Northern Territories, 
1897-1898 (due to the 
Imperial Government) 

(iv.) Ashanti War, 1900 ... 
(v.) Government of Northern 

Nigeria (for troops lent 
during Ashanti disturb
ances, 1900) 

Less repayments 

£ s. d. 

98,798 3 6 

10,051 15 2 

£ s. d. 

29,441 10 8 
469,425 5 11 

34,380 5 10 

642,097 1 1 
81,598 18 11 

2. Railway Purposes and Harbour Works— 
(i.) 3 per cent, inscribed 

stock issued in March 
1902 .1,035,000 0 0 

(ii.) 3 per cent, inscribed \ 
stock issued against loan 
of £665,000 63,000 5 9 

(iii.) Advanced by Crown 
Agents pending issue of 
authorised Gold Coast 
loans 548,665 5 4 

560,498 2 2 

1,646,665 11 1 

Total £2,207,163 13 3 

The currency and legal tender is British sterling, with the 
addition of the undermentioned French, Spanish, and American 
gold coins, the values of which are fixed by the Demonetisation 
Ordinance, No. 2 of 1880: — — Nominal Value. Legal Value. 

French— 8. d. 
Napoleon . . . .. * . . . 20 francs. 15 10 

Spanish— 
Doubloon... •*• . . . . . . 16 dollars. 3 4 0 
Half Doubloon ... . . . ».» . . . 8 1 12 0 

American-
Double Eagle . . . •* * . . . 20 » 4 2 0 
Eagle ... ••• 
Half Eagle 
Quarter Eagle ... 

»• • • • • . . . 10 2 1 0 Eagle ... ••• 
Half Eagle 
Quarter Eagle ... 

• •. . . . 5 1 0 6 
Eagle ... ••• 
Half Eagle 
Quarter Eagle ... • * * * ** * 2 ,, 60 o. 10 3 
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British silver coins are legal tender to an unlimited amount; 
British bronze coins are legal tender up to an amount not exceed
ing one shilling. There is small circulation of the United States 
half-dollar, but the coin is not legal tender, and is not accepted 
by the Government; its current value is two shillings. 

The use of bronze coinage has increased to a marked degree in 
the more civilised parts of the Colony and Ashanti. In the Accra 
markets copper coins have almost entirely superseded cowries, 
and in the larger Coast towns and in Coomassie and Obuasi they 
are uow extensively circulated. In proof of this statement, it 
may be pointed out that whereas the importation of bronze in 
1903 was only £25, in the year under review it exceeded £1,100. 
The objection to gold, which at one time was hardly ever in cir
culation amongst the natives, seems to have entirely disappeared. 

The following statement shows the amount of gold, silver, and 
bronze coinage imported during the past two years : — 

Gold. Silver, Bronze. Total. 

190/... 
1908... 

£ s. d. 
29,256 0 0 
6,421 0 0 

£ 8. d. 
406,636 4 0 
153,738 1 0 

£ «. d. 
1,100 0 2 

630 0 0 

£ s. d. 
436,992 4 2 
160,789 1 0 

The Bank of British West Africa, Limited, is the only com
mercial bank established in the Colony and its dependencies, and 
has branches at Accra, Cape Coast, Sekondi, Axim, Coomassie, and 
Tarkwa. 

MUNICIPAL BODIES. 

Municipalities have been established in the towns of Accra, Cape 
Coast, and Sekondi, under the provisions of the Town Councils 
Ordinance of 1894. These bodies consist of eight members, of 
whom four are official, nominated by the Government, and four 
are representatives elected by the ratepayers. In the absence of 
any election, by failure of the voters to nominate, the Governor 
has power to name four members to represent the ratepayers. 

The following statement shows the revenue and expenditure of 
the Town Councils for the past five years: — 

Revenue. Expenditure. 

1904. 1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1904. 1906. 1906. 1907. 1908. 

£ 
5339 

£ 
5,151 
2,100 

£ 
5,076 
2,848 
2,060 

£ 
6,689 
2,911 
2,284 

£ 
5,740 
3,283 
2,381 

£ 
5,761 

£ 
4352 
1.562 

£ 
4319 
2,742 
1,207 

£ 
4.647 
2392 
2,627 

£ 
5,966: 
4,680 
2^86 

• Not established till 1905. 
t Not established till 1906. 
t £847 of this is special expenditure on account of plague which will be refunded by the 

Colonial Government. 

.There is no municipal debt. 

14162 B 
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II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 

In the year under review the value of the total trade of the 
Colony was £4,654,617, as against £6,012,438 in 1907, or ax de
crease of £557,821; The hem! " Specie" accounts for nearly 
half of this decrease, viz.:—£211,432—being the difference be
tween the totals of specie imported and exported combined, 
which were £664,637 and £353,205 for 1907 and 1908 respec
tively. 

The following table gives the values of imports /exclusive of 
expenses on specie) exports, and total trade for tne past five 
years: — 

V V 

Year. Imports. Export*. Total Trade. 

1904 ... . . . ... 
1905 . ••• ... 
1906 ••• ... ... 
1907 • •. ... ... 
1908 .. . . . . ... 

£ 
2,001,867 
1,486,068 
2,058,939 
2,366,195 
2,029,447 

£ 
1,340,026 
1,646,145 
1,996,412 
2,641,674 
2,525,170 

£ 
3,341,883 
3,132,213 
4,055,351 
5,007,869 
4,554,617 

Although there has been a decrease of £457,821 as compared 
with the record year, 1907, the value of the total trade is £499,266 
in excess of that for 1906. 

As will be seen from the above table the value of imports in 
1908, inclusive of expenses on specie, was less by £334,094 than 
that in 1907. 

£ 
The value of imports paying specific 

duties was ... ... ... 430,645 
The value of imports paying ad 

valorem duties was 1,041,650 
The value of imports free of duty 

was ... ... 659,806 

£2,032,101 

These values include freight and other charges. 
(i.) The total quantity of spirits of all Gallons, 

kinds imported during the year was 1,254,120 
£ 

(ii.) The total declared value was ... ... 138,671 
{iii.) The amount of revenue derived from 

spirits was ... ... ... 332,043 
r West of the River Volta, 

January to July 5.*, per 
gallon, August to De
cember 6*. 6d. per gal
lon. 

East of the Volta 3*. 7|rf. 
per gallon. 

(iv.) The duty chargeable on ̂  
spirits was 
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WEST OP THE VOLTA. 

Year. Quantity. Value. 
Amount of 

Revenue derived 
from Spirits. 

Rate 
per Gallon. 

1904 ... 
1905 ... 
1906 ... 
1907 ... 
1908 ... 

Gallons. 
1,005,476* 

938,513 
993,572 

1,080,380 
1,098,769 

£ *. d. 
118,746 14 0 
107,821 3 1 
107,980 6 4 
120,426 11 8* 
121,549 6 6 

£ 8. d. 
232,089 11 2 
213,473 16 7 
243,679 4 11 
234,476 13 10 
332,497 6 0 

s. d. 
4 6 
4 6 
4 6 
5 0 

January to July 
be., August to 
December, 
6*. Gd. 

EAST OF THP. VOLTA. 

Year. Quantity. Value. 
Amount of 

Revenue derived 
from Spirits. 

Rate 
per Gallon. 

1904 ... 

1905 ... 
1906 ... 
1907 ... 

1908 ... 

Gallons. 
178,561 

105,914 
156,637 
127,864 

155,361 

£ s. d, 
20,386 18 10 

11,112 3 3 
15,186 18 9 
13,073 11 7 

17,021 14 0 

£ *, d. 
24,249 2 5 

13,405 12 9 
20,613 9 11 
19,871 14 2 

27,822 17 10 

January to 
November 
2*. 2d., 1st to 
31st Decem
ber 28. lid. 

28. lid. 
2s. lid. 

January to May 
2s. 1 Id, June 
to December 
3*. 7id. 

3s. lid. 

TOTALS. 

Year. Quantity. Value. 
Amount of 

Revenue derived 
from Spirits. 

1904 
1905 
1906 ... ... 
1907 ... 
1908 ... . . . 

Gallons. 
U84,037£ 
1,044,427 
1,160,109 
1,208,244 
1,254,120 

£ 8. d. 
139,133 12 10 
118,933 6 4 
123,167 4 1 
133,500 3 3 
138,671 0 6 

* < 

£ 8. d. 
256,338 13 7 
226,879 9 4 
264,292 14 10 
254,348 8 0 
332,043 4 11 

14162 B 2 

The following statement gives under each of the above heads 
the figures for the previous five years r— 
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The following table shows the value in sterling of imports and 
their countries of origin fo* the past two years: — 

Country of Origin. 1907. 1908. 

United Kingdom ... 
£ s. d. 

1,758,315 5 9 
£ 8. d. 

1,476,130 17 11 

British Colonies:— 
Southern Nigeria ... 
Sierra Leone * 
Other British Colonies 

* 

120,474 11 1 
990 7 1 
50 1 2 

52,276 15 0 
3,821 2 8 

132 4 8 

British Colonies:— 
Southern Nigeria ... 
Sierra Leone * 
Other British Colonies 

* 121,514 19 4 56,230 2 4 

Foreign Countries :— 
Germany ... . . . ... ... 
France ... ... ... ... 
United States ... 
Holland ... ... ... ... 
Africa (Foreign) 
Other Foreign Countries ... 

233,234 16 10 
11,640 16 4 
38,734 8 6 

103,855 9 5 
67,703 7 6 
31,295 17 6 

242,023 C 3 
8,649 7 6 

24,124 15 4 
96,773 15 6 

105,351 8 4 
20,163 3 9 

Foreign Countries :— 
Germany ... . . . ... ... 
France ... ... ... ... 
United States ... 
Holland ... ... ... ... 
Africa (Foreign) 
Other Foreign Countries ... 

486,364 16 1 497,085 16 8 

Summary:— 
United Kingdom ... 
British Colonies ... 
Foreign Countries 

Grand Total 

1,758,316 5 9 
121,514 19 4 
486,364 16 1 

1,476,130 17 11 
56,230 2 4 

497,085 16 8 

Summary:— 
United Kingdom ... 
British Colonies ... 
Foreign Countries 

Grand Total 2,366,195 1 2* 2,029,446 16 11* 

# Exclusive of expenses on specie. 

The principal articles imported during the last two years, and 
the comparative quantities p,nd values thereof, are shown in the 
following table: — 

Article?. 
1907. 

Quantity. 

Ale and Porter galls. 
Apparel, Wearing 
Beads 
Beef and Pork brls. 
Brass and Copper ware 
Bread and Biscuits . . . . cwts. 
Building Materials . . 
Carriages and Carts . . . . No. 
goal.. .. . , tons 
Coopers Stores pkgs. 
Cordage cwts. 
Cotton Tarn and Twist . . lbs 
Cotton Goods (excluding Yarn 

and Twist). 
Earthenware . . . . 
Flour.. . . . . . . brls. 
Furniture 
Gunpowder lbs 
Guns and Pistols No. 
Hardware . . . . 
Lumber . . . . . . sq.ffc 

Carried forward .. 

50,088 

7,045 
9J89 

~~S25 
24,649 
16,788 
6,291 

464.224 

21,160 

309,401 
3,669 

3306313 

Value, 

£ 
7324 

82,070 
22,571 
11.381 
3,931 

11.347 
32,520 
2,560 

36381 
28,133 
22,214 
27,230 

608,754 

7,702 
28.600 
20,704 
6,963 
4^10 

54,113 
30398 

1908. 

Quantity. 

66,164 

3,041 

6/741 

22,128 
9,964 
5,403 

469,093 

26,930 

336,182 
4.216 

2,010310 

Value. 

£ 
9,998 

79326 
32,379 
8,839 
6,957 
8,334 

28,269 
3,020 

32,381 
15318 
24.480 
27367 

414,164 

9,794 
37,314 
20.388 
6,773 
6,426 

66,420 
17,227 

In
crease. 

2,174 

9308 

2326 

*464 

2,263 
337 

2,092 
8,814 

~820 
1,816 
1,307 

Do-
crease. 

£ 
2344 

2342 

3313 
4361 

4300 
10,615 

94390 

l l 6 

13371 
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Articles. 

Brought forward . . 
Machinery 
Oil (Kerosine) galls. 
Perfumery . . 
Provisions 
Railway Plant and Rolling 

Stock. 
Bice cwts. 
Salt 
Silk Goods.. . . . . .. . . 
Soap . . , , lbs. 
Spirits, Gin and Geneva .. galls. 

„ Kum .. , 
n „ Other , 
Sugar cwts. 
Tobacco, Manufactured . . lbs, 

,, Unmanufactured .. „ 
Wines galls. 
Woollen Goods (including Yarn 

and Twist). 
Specie 
Other Articles , 

Total 

1907. 

Quantity. Value. 

1908. 

Quantity. Value. 

In
crease. 

De
crease. 

666,629 

71,902 
61336 

3,467393 
468,898 
723,468 
26,888 
26,830 
61,459 

1,182,983 
44,856 

161,798 
27,461 
29.804 
88,120 
6,065 

42,013 
6,582 

50,670 
26,164 
61,61) 
66,335 
16,664 
25,360 
13,810 
32,602 
14,083 
16,453 

436,992 
309,828 

2,366,195< 

862331 

92,687 
67,872 

3.982334 
411,892 
814,419 
27,809 
27,768 
68,672 

1.112,384 
68,151 

£ 
149,078 
32,909 
26369 

100,013 
1,899 

66,712 
7,648 

42,949 
28,351 
57360 
66351 
16,760 
27,299 
16362 
36,365 
17347 
15,164 

160,789 
329367 

2,029,447* 

£ 

6V458 

11393 

13399 
1,064 

3J90 

8316 
206 

1,939 
3,057 
2,763 
3,464 

20,031 

107,689 

Increase . . 

Not Decrease 

12,720 

4335 

3JL66 

7J21 

43^1 

289 

276,203 

444,337 

107389 

336,748 

* Exclusive of expenses on specie. 

The chief items showing an increase are: — 

Beads 
Flour 
Oil (kerosine) 
Provisions 
Rice ... ... ... 
Spirits (rum) 

The most marked decreases are: — 

Coopers' stores 
Cotton goods 
Lumber 
Machinery 
Silk goods 
Coal 

£ 
9,808 
8,814 
5,458 

11,893 
1.3,699 
8,916 

£ 
10,515 
94,590 
13,671 
12,720 
7,721 
4,500 
4,235 
4,051 
4,261 

the outbreak of 

Perfumery 
Spirits (gin) 
Building materials ... 

The import trade was seriously affected by 
plague at Accra and the imposition of quarantine measures con
sequent thereon. Cargoes were in some cases over carried, or 
landed at ports other than those to which consigned, involving 
costly delay and loss of markets. Ships omitted occasionally 
to call at some ports, notably Accra. Other causes which contri
buted to a diminished importation were the large stocks of cotton 
goods and lumber on hand from 1907 prices. The coal imported 
was also of lower value than in 1907, prices having fallen. Taken 
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altogether, however, the value of imports in 1908 compares very 
favourably with a prosperous year like 1907, when prices for 
produce were exceptionally good. 

The total value of exports in 1908 was £2,525,170 10$. l i d . ; 
a decrease of only £116,503 55. compared with 1907, which is 
chiefly accounted for by the low prices obtaining in the European 
and local markets, a contributory cause being the quarantine 
restrictions. 

The following table shows the quantities and values of the 
principal articles of export compared with those of 1907: — 

1907. 1908. 

Articles. Increase. Decrease. Articles. Increase. Decrease. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Oopra tons 
Cotton. Baw . . . . lbs. 
Gold and Gold Dust . . ozs. 
Concentrates . . .. lbs. 
Guinea Grains . . „ 
GumOopal . . . . „ 
Ivory , 
LumW(Nati voTimber) sup SU 
Palm Kernels . . , . tons 
Palm Oil galls. 
Rubber lbs. 
Silver . . . . ..ozs. 
Specie . . . . •» . . 
Other Articles 

20,966,400 
8378 

386 
66,088 

292,126 
266.246 
87.074 

896,363 
1375 

18328.348 
9,763 

1367,945 
3349348 

361 

£ 
616,089 
78,901 

8,186 
QAA MX) 

j 1,164,676 
1,127 
5,134 

373 
169.458 
101.832 
119,468 
333,130 

43 
127,646 
17366 

28,546,910 
4,484 pkgs. 
4,420,815lbB. 

. 613 
51,480 

( 288346 
70,971 
21317 

380,961 
1341 

19,009,963 
8,956 

2356.371 
1,773348 

608 

£ 
640321 
84362 

6,490 
1,171 

1,151,944 
383 

4,769 
382 

168306 
77321 

139336 
168,144 

78 
193,416 

8363 

£ 
26,733 
6,461 

304 
306 

~ 9 

10367 

~ 3 3 
64,771 

£ 

12,732 
845 
876 

1U52 
24,001 

164,978 

9,004 
— 2341,674 — 2336,171 106382 223,085 

Inorease — 106,582 

Net Decrease — 116303 

Following the method adopted in previous report, the value 
of the exports of gold and specie will here be deducted from the 
total value of exports for the purpose of showing the value of the 
principal agricultural and economic products The comparative 
return below shows a decrease of £168,542, of which £64,771 is 
due to the larger export of specie in 1908: — 

1907. Amount. 1908. Amount. 

Total Exports 
£ 

£ 
2,641,674 Total Exports 

£ 
2,525,171 

Gold ... 1,164,676 
Bpecie ... 127,645 

1,292,321 

Gold ... 1,161,171 
Specie ... 192,416 

1,344,360 

Total other Exports ... 1,349,353 Total other Exports.., 1,180,811 

The increase in the exportation of 7,689,610 lbs. of cocoa 
valued at £25,732 is most satisfactory, faking into account the 
quarantine restrictions in the busiest season and the fall in the 
market prices. 
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It is satisfactory to note that, whereas in 1907 there was a de
crease of £5,540 in the exportation of palm oil as compared with 
1906, there was in 1908 an increase of £10,067 over that in the 
preceding year, notwithstanding the lower market price. 

There was a decrease of £11,152 in the value of the native 
timber exported, although the quantity shows an increase of 
481,616 feet. The price of mahogany fell during 1908 

Palm kernels showed a decrease of £24,001, and rubber of 
£164,976, attributable in each case to the very considerable fall 
in market price, especially during the early part of the year. 
In addition, the diminished export of palm kernels is partly to 
be accounted for by the increased attention to, and extension of, 
the cultivation of cocoa. 

The principal ports in the Colony are: — 

Port. Value of 
Imports, 1908. 

Value of 
Exports, 1908. Total Trade. 

£ 
i"- —^ •* r • 

£ £ 
Sekondi 740,007 1,381,413 2,121,420 
Accra «• • ... ... ... 459,853 415,308 876,161 
Axldah .*. ... ... ... 199,165 217,204 416,369 
Axim ... ... . . . . . . 182,167 184,995 367,162 
Cape Coast ... 114,811 66,677 181,488 
Kwitta.*. ... ... ... 87,805 45,863 133,668 
Saltpond ... ... ... 57,854 65,527 123,381 
Winneba 64,568 65,706 120,274 

Sekondi owes its position as the most important port to the fact 
that it is the terminus of the Sekondi-Coomassie Railway, which 
connects the Coast both with the mining districts and with 
Ashanti. Accra, the second in importance, is the headquarters 
of the Government and the principal port of shipment for cocoa. 

The amount of gold obtained during the year under review was 
281,275-206 fine ounces of an estimated value of £1,194,743 

# 2*. 7d.; being an increase of 7,369*028 fine ounces of an estimated 
value of £31,226 G$. lOd. over that of the preceding year. 

Of this total output, the mines in the Colony contributed 
218,767*570 fine ounces and those in Ashanti 62,489*636. 

The appended table shows the value of gold exported by the 
various mining companies during the past five years: — 

Name of Company. 1904. 1905. 
i 

1906. mot. 1908. 

Colony. 
Abbontiakoon Block 1, Ltd. ... 
Abosso Gold Mining Company 

Ltd. 
African Gold Dredging and Min

ing Concessions, Ltd. 
Ankobrah (Taquah and Abott>o) 

Development Syndicate. 

£ £ 
23,188 
93,351 

£ 
192,681 
142,682 

£ 
122,618 
117,275 

£ 
114,725 
119,616 

Colony. 
Abbontiakoon Block 1, Ltd. ... 
Abosso Gold Mining Company 

Ltd. 
African Gold Dredging and Min

ing Concessions, Ltd. 
Ankobrah (Taquah and Abott>o) 

Development Syndicate. 
5,610 

2,072 

1,384 

12,618 

12,071 

9,895 

6,035 

12,818 

1,278 
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Name of Company. 1904. 

Colony—cont. 
Aitasi Mines (1905) and Rail

way Company. Ltd. 
Bibiani Goldflelas Ltd • 
Broomassie Mines, Ltd, ... 
Prestea Block A, Ltd 
Taquih Mining and Exploration 

Company, Ltd. 
Wassaw (Gold Coast) Mines, Ltd. 

Ashanti. 
Akrokerri (Ashanti) Mines, Ltd. 
Ashanti Hi vers and Concessions, 

Ltd. 
Ashanti Goldfields Auxiliary 

Company, Ltd. 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation 
Ashanti Quartzite Company, Ltd. 
Imbatiem Goldfields, Ltd. 
OflSn River Gold Estates, Ltd.... 
Sansu Mines, Ltd. 

45,038 
8,913 

89,386 

1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 

4,972 
27,516 

£ £ 
7,352 

£ 
28,903 

£ 
17,639 

79,551 
44,781 

1,282 

81,125 
55,412 
25,321 
25,758 

76,386 
199,101 
73,309 

97,655 
112,358 
154,819 
216,899 

76,043 34,850 107,607 87,127 

80,721 
13,598 

98,013 60 931 61,739 
21,733 

11,031 
1,458 

11,903 
16,912 

434 
96 

23,248 
32,502 

3,329 

20,865 

The following table shows the total value of the yearly output 
of gold for the past fivo years: — 

Year. Value. 
£ 

1904 ... ... ... .., ... 378,480 
1905 ... 653,820 
1906 ... ... 892,291 
1907 ... ... ... 1,163,516 
1908 ... ... 1,194,743 

The gold obtained by dredging in the Gold Coast Colony and 
Ashanti amounted to 13,342*761 fine ounces, of an estimated value 
of £56,690 10 .̂ 7cZ., as compared with 13,364*885 fine ounces, of 
an estimated value of £56,774 Qs. 4dn in 1907. 

The various companies working on the Tarkwa conglomerate 
reef crushed 239,982 short tons for a recovery of 125,328*336 fine * 
ounces of gold, being an extraction of 10*44 dwts. per short ton. 

The companies working on quartz reefs crushed 290,775 short 
tons with a recovery of 142,586*109 fine ounces, or an average of 
9'78 dwts. per ton of 2,000 lbs. 

In dredging operations 11 dredgers were employed in digging 
2,275,343 cubic yards of alluvial, with a recovery of 13,342*761 
fine oumms ofrgold, of an estimated value of £56,690 10a. 7d.y 

equivalent to an extraction of 2*81 grains per cubic yard treated. 
Th0 Prestea, Block A, Limited, Have nearly completed the 

erection of an additional 10 heads of stamps, and have put Wilfley 
tables in the present mill. 

The Broomassie Mines, Limited, are erecting a Briickner 
roaster for treatment of concentrates, and also further tables for 
the concentration of slimes and tailings. 
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The Ashanti Goldfields Corporation, Limited, are making exten
sive additions to their present plant. 

The following Companies have stopped work on their con
cessions:— 

The Axim Mines, Limited. 
The Attasi Mines (1905) and Railway Company, Limited. 
The Imbatiem Goldfields, Limited. 

Labour.—The average number of persons employed by the 
mining and dredging companies throughout the year was 15,796, 
as compared with 15,277 employed in 1907. 

The labourers from the Northern Territories who arrived on 
the mines in 1907 were paid off in June. The experiment of intro
ducing this labour was, for the most part, satisfactory, and the 
mining companies should be able to obtain a considerable amount 
of labour from this source. 

Sanitation and Health.—The mining companies continue to 
improve their camps by clearing bush and planting grass, a policy 
which has resulted in a further improvement in the health of their 
employes. 

fourteen certificates of validity were granted by the Supreme 
Courts of the Colony during the year, and two by the Court of the 
Chief Commissioner of Ashanti. Four certificates of validity were 
cancelled. 

In the sense in which the word is usually understood in Euro
pean countries there can hardly be said to be any manufactures 
in the Gold Coast Colony or Ashanti. The only ones which 
approach this sense are a cement, brick, and tile factory, and an 
aerated water factory at Cape Coast. A certain amount of cotton 
cloth of good quality is woven by primitive methods in the Colony, 
Ashanti, and Northern Territories, and baskets, pots, fishing nets, 
canoes, and various household utensils are made by the natives 
for their own use. * 

The fisheries of the Coast employ a number of natives and over 
5,000 canoes, but no means exist of ascertaining the quantity or 
value of the takes. Many excellent fish, such as the barracouta, 
the bonitta, grouper, mullet, shynose, snapper, turtle, crabs, cray
fish, &c, are caught and form one of the principal articles of food 
in the Coast towns. There is also a considerable industry in 
dried fish, large quantities of which are taken into the interior. 
The Sekondi-Coomassie Railway has given a considerable stimulus 
to this trade. No fishing ever takes place on a Tuesday, however 
favourable the climatic conditions, the day being sacred to the 
fetish of the sea, and devoted io the overhauling and repairing 
of nets. 

AGRICULTURE. 

The Agricultural Department during the early part of the year 
was understaffed and, consequently, working under considerable 
Hifficulties, The appointment of the Director of Agriculture in 
the latter half of the year released other officers, and a fair amount 
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of ground was covered by the travelling instructors, both Euro
pean and native, whose duty it is to teach the native producers 
the more scientific methods of cultivation and preparation of 
economic products. / 

Mr. H. N. Thompson, Conservator of Forest? for Southern 
Nigeria, whose services were placed at the disposal of the Govern
ment of the Gold Coast, made an extended tour of the Colony and 
its dependencies, and provision for the establishment of a Forestry 
Department in 1909 has been made in the estimates. 

The weight of cocoa exported rose from 20,956,400 lbs. in 1907 to 
28,545,910 lbs.; but though this increase in quantity exceeds 36 per 
cent., the increase in value on last year's figures is only 5 per cent. 
This is due to the fact that the prices in the home market, owing 
to various causes, were abnormally high during the former year. 

The production of cocoa is almost entirely in the hands of native 
farmers, and it is therefore impossible to frame an estimate of 
the area of land under cultivation. It is grown chiefly in the 
forest belt of the Eastern Province, but is spreading rapidly over 
the Central Province, as the increased exports from the port of 
Winneba prove, and, since the establishment of the Agricultural 
Station at Tarkwa, it has been introduced with some success into 
the Western Province. It is also grown in south-eastern Ashanti. 

During the year 12,357 seedlings and a number of pods for seed
ing purposes were distributed from the various agricultural 
stations. 

The quantity of rubber exported fell from 3,649,548 lbs. in 
1907 to 1,773,248 lbs. Although the distribution of seeds and seed
lings in recent years tends to show that the more systematic 
cultivation of this product is receiving attention by the natives, 
it must be borne in mind that the trees at present yielding are 
uncultivated and that the low prices ruling in England for the 
raw product, by prohibiting the possibility of profit to the casual 
collector, curtailed activity in the industry. There is no evidence 
to show that the decrease was due to any failure of the supply. 

During the year 8,686 Para seedling and 228,020 Para seeds 
were distributed from the various centres in addition to 20,000 
seedlings and 1,745,000 seeds of Funtumia elastica* 

The quantity and value of kola, which grows most plentifully 
in the forests of Ashanti and Akim, have steadily increased in the 
last six years, and the output in 1908 surpassed all previous 
records. It is exported chiefly by Mohammedans to Southern 
Nigeria for conveyance to the upper reaches of the Niger. Euro
pean planters have now commenced to cultivate it, and the Agri
cultural Department has established plantations at Aburi and 
Tarkwa. 

Oil palm products, which were formerly the principal economic 
articles of export from the Colony, have had to yield place to cocoa, 
where the return is greater in proportion to the labour expended. 
The exports of palm oil show an increased value of £10,067 and of 
palm kernels a decrease of £24,001. Experiments are being made 
in order to determine the comparative utility of the several 
varieties of the oil-producing palm. 
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The Government of the Gold Coast participated in the Franco-
British Exhibition held in London during the year, and a com
prehensive collection of timbers and agricultural products was 
displayed. The Colony was also represented at the International 
Rubber and Allied Trades Exhibition in September. The fourth 
Agricultural Show held in the Colony took place at Coomassie in 
November. Special arrangements were made for the visit of 
chiefs from the Northern Territories, and it is hoped that the 
effects of the exhibition may be as far-reaching as its details were 
successful. 

LANDS. 

The bulk of land in the Colony belongs to the tribal " stools/' 
and theoretically there is no land without an pwner. The ascer
tainment of the exact boundaries of tribal lands is, however, 
often a matter of considerable difficulty, as towns and villages 
have sprung up with large tracts of intervening unoccupied land, 
sometimes dense forest, which is gradually brought under cul
tivation from either end. Now that the value of land is 
appreciated, boundary disputes frequently come before the 
Supreme Court, and in certain parts of the Colony, especially 
in the mining district of Wassaw, the limits of the lands adjoin
ing tribal stools have been definitely prescribed. 

The general principle laid down by judicial decisions is that 
all land within the recognised territory of a " stool" is the pro
perty of that stool. Thus, in the case of every headchiefs 
division, where there are tribal and family stools in subordination 
to the 'headchief's stool, all lands within the recognised boun
daries of the family or subordinate tribe are held to be attached 
to the family or tribal stool, but all other unoccupied lands are 
the property of the headchief s stool. An attempt was recently 
made in the courts to extend this principle so as to enable the 
headchief's stool to claim all cultivated land the original title to 
which, as is not uncommon in the case of lands under native 
tenure, is lost in obscurity; but, though no limit of prescription 
is laid down by native law, the local Court of Appeal held that in * 
the case of long occupation and when there has been cultivation 
of permanent crops, such as sugar cane and cocoa, as opposed 
to the usual shifting cultivation of yams, plantains, and similar 
food products, the presumption is that the occupation Was with 
the consent of the headchief s stool. 

The Crown possesses no waste lands in the Colony, but certain 
lands have been acquired by the Government from time to time, 
mostly under the provisions of the Public Lands Ordinance, 
1876, which legalises compulsory acquisition for th^ service of 
the Colony on payment of reasonable compensation. 

Of recent years deeds have come into common use, especially 
in land transactions between natives and Europeans. Where 
these deeds relate to grants of rights of mining, felling timber, 
and collecting ruhber and other products of the soil, they are 
called concessions, and their validity is inquired into by the 
Supreme Court, under the provisions of the Concessions Ordin-
ance, 1900. The Court inquires whether the grantors are the 
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native owners of the land, whether the area falls within the 
prescribed limit of five square miles for a mining concession, 
and 20 square miles for other concessions, whether the prescribed 
term of 99 years is exceeded, whether the consideration /is 
adequate, and whether the statutory rights reserved to the 
natives are included in the deed. A survey and demarcation of 
boundaries by the Mines Survey Department is ordered, and 
when this is completed a certificate of validity, giving the lessee 
an indefeasible title, subject to observance of his covenants, is 
issued by the Court, in which are contained such modifications 
of the deed as the Court may impose to bring it within statutory 
requirements, and to render it a transaction fair and equitable 
to both parties. The rent from certified concessions is paid to 
the native grantors through the Government. Concessions 
granted solely for purposes of plantation of rubber and other 
products may be exempted from the operation of the Ordinance; 
whilst concessions to acquire mineral oil are held subject to the 
Government right of preemption of the oil under Ordinance 
No. 15 of 1907. 

SHIPPING. 

The following are the comparative statements of the number 
and tonnage of vessels which entered and cleared at the ports of 
the Colony during the past five years: — 

Sailing Vessels. 

British. Foreign. Total 

Year. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1904 . . 
1905 \m 
1907 .. 
1908 .. 

• 

7 
1 
I 
1 

2,312 
498 
249 
861 

10 
1 
1 
1 

3,514 
498 
249 
851 

6 
8 
9 
5 
5 

• 

3,072 
4.390 
6,157 
3,826 
3,076 

7 
6 

11 
6 
5 

3,487 
3,004 
7,543 
3,826 
3,076 

13 
9 

10 
6 
5 

6,384 
4388 
6,406 
4,677 
3,076 

1? 
7 

12 
6 
5 

7,001 
3.602 

m 
3,076 

Steam Vessels* 

British. Foreign. 
—- '- i —n 

Total. 

Y*tf, Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. No. iTons. No. Tons. No. | Tons. No. Tons. 

1904 
1905 .. 
1906 . . . 
1907 
1908 

327 
365 
366 
390 
383 

595,871 
669,913 
713,218 
762363 
770,601 

336 
353 
357 
385 
373 

603.567 
683.271 
698,416 
741.392 
76J.977 

250 
241 
214 
240 
192 

431,124 
413,196 
369.609 
416,172 
347,616 

241 
334 
213 
239 
189 

417,164 
404,794 
358,264 
413,661 
339,489 

577 
690 
579 
630 
674 

1,026,995 

) S f f 

667 
Kflfl 
569 
624 
661 

1,010,731 
1,068.065 
1W.670 
1,155,053 
1,091,464 

Mail steamers of the African Steamship Company and the 
British and African Steam Navigation Company, Limited, both 
of which are under the management of Messrs. Elder, Dempster 
and Company, leave Liverpool every Saturday far Asijflj 
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Sekondi, Cape Coast, aid Accra, the scheduled time of the 
voyage being 15 days. 

The same lines provide three services of cargo boats from 
Liverpool, viz., the Brass and Benin Service which leaves every 
alternate Wednesday and calls at Axim, Sekondi, Cape Coast, 
Accra, Addah, and Saltpond, and at Adjnah, Saltpond, and 
Dixcove every alternate boat; the Opobo and New Calabar Ser
vice which leaves on the other alternate Wednesdays ard calls 
at the same ports except Addah, and at Axim, Sekondi, Ohama, 
and Elmina every alternate boat; and the Windward Service, 
which leaves Liverpool every third Thursday and calls at all 
Gold Coast ports. These boats take from 32 to 34 days to 
Accra. These lines also run these services from Hamburg and 
one from London every third Thursday. 

An express to the South Coast runs every moi\th from Liver
pool (on Thursdays) direct to Loanda, only stopping at Accra on 
the Gold Coast. 

Homewards the mail service leaves Accra every Monday, and 
is due to arrive at Plymouth in 16 days. The cargo services 
also touch on the homeward voyage at the outward ports of 
call. 

The present rates of fares by these lines are £28 12$. first-
class and £20 7s. for all ports as far as Winneba, and £29 lis. 
and £21 9s. respectively for Accra and ports to the eastward. 

The Woermann Line runs a mail steamer monthly from Ham
burg, which is scheduled to leave Dover on the 11th of every 
month with passengers and mails for Sekondi and Accra, the 
duration of the voyage being 15 days. These boats also call 
homewards at the same ports, and leave Accra on the 14th of 
every month for Southampton. The passenger fares are the 
same as the Elder, Dempster steamers. Cargo services of the 
Woermann Line, Hamburg-America Line, and Hamburg-
Bremen-Africa Line leave Hamburg for Gold Coast on the 3rd, 
16th, and 28th of the month. Steamers belonging to the Com-
pagnie Beige Maritime du Congo are scheduled to leave Antwerp 
every third Thursday, calling the following day at Southampton 
for mails and passengers for Axim, Sekondi, Cape Coast, and 
Accra, at which last-named port they are due to arrive 13 days 
after leaving Southampton. They do not, however, call on the 
Coast on the homeward voyage. 

III.—LEGISLATION. 

GOLD COAST COLONY. 

During the year under review nine Ordinances were passed by 
the Legislative Council. 

The infectious Diseases Ordinance, as amended by the In
fectious Diseases <Amendment) Ordinance, was passed in conse-
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quence of an outbreak of plague in 1908. It empowers the 
Governor in Council to declare 

(1) any infectious or contagious disease to be within the pro
visions of the Ordinance; 

(2) any place or town an infected area; 
(3) any infected area to be evacuated. 

It empowers a Medical Officer to order 
(1) a post mortem examination where an infectious disease is 

expected. 
(2) a mark of identification to be placed on infected 

buildings. 
(3) the disinfection or destruction of the same. 
(4) the destruction of animals suspected of transmitting an 

infectious disease. 
(5) The removal or isolation of infected persons or persons 

suspected to be infected. 
The Ordinance further provides for the appointment of Com

pensation Boards for dealing with all claims which may arise 
under the Ordinance and for the Governor in Council making 
rules for carrying into effect the provisions of the Ordinance. 

ASHANTI. 

Pour Ordinances were enacted by the Governor. 
The Ashanti Native Customs Ordinance prohibits certain kinds 

of fetish worship and empowers the Chief Commissioner to make 
rules for suppressing or regulating certain native customs. 

NORTHERN TERRITORIES. 

Five Ordinances were enacted by the Governor, 
The Northern Territories Native Customs Ordinance prohibits 

certain kinds of fetish worship and empowers the Chief Commis
sioner to make rules for suppressing or regulating certain native 
customs. 

IV.—EDUCATION. 
4 

There are seven Government primary schools in the Colony and 
145 primary schools on the assisted list, which are conducted by 
the various missionary societies, and are eligible for grants-in-aid 
on condition that the school has assembled at least 300 times dur
ing the year, with an average daily attendance of not less than 
20 pupils. 

The following comparative table shows that the number of 
Government and assisted primary schools maintained in the 
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Colony during 1908 exceeds by four the number maintained 
during 1§07: — 

Denomination. 1907. 1908. Increase or 
Decrease. 

Basel Mission 61 60 - 1 
Wesleyan Mission 48 49 + 1 
Roman Catholic Mission ... 18 19 + 1 
Bremen Mission... 10 11 + 1 
Government ... ... ... ... 7 7 No change. 
Muhanimadan 1 1 No change. 
African M.E. Zionist ... 1 1 No change. 
Church of England S.P.G. 2 4 + 2 

Totalsj ... . . . ... 148 152 + 4 

One hundred and forty-five of the 152 schools on the list for in
spection succeeded in earning grants-in-aid. 

The following table shows the total number of pupils on the 
rolls of primary and secondary schools under the Board of Educa
tion, the average attendance, and the amount of grants earned 
during the years 1907 and 1908: — 

Year. Number 
on Boll. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Grants 
Earned. 

1907 ... ... • ... ••* 
1908 ... ••• ••• ... . . . 

Increase or decrease . . . 

14,333 
14,889 

10,805 
11,020 

£ 8. d 
6,560 11 1 
5,920 16 0 

1907 ... ... • ... ••* 
1908 ... ••• ••• ... . . . 

Increase or decrease . . . + 566 + 215 + 360 4 11 

There has been an increase in the total number of pupils on the 
roll, and an improvement in the percentage of the average attend
ance. 

In addition to the schools on the assisted list there are in the 
Colony and Ashanti 218 primary schools belonging to the follow
ing denominations:-

Basel Mission ... ... ... ... 109 
Wesleyan Mission ... 90 
Roman Catholic 3 
Bremen Mission ... ... 7 
Baptist ... ... ... ... ... 1 
Church of England 2 
African M.E. Zionist ... ... ... 3 
Various ... ... ... ... ... 3 

The number of pupils attending theso schools in 1908 was 
4,559, making, with the Government and twisted schools, a grand 
total of 19,448 pupils on the nominal roll*. 

During the year there were two examinations of candidates for 
appointment to junior clerkships in the Government service. 
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The total income of the assis^d schools amounted to 
£11,200 85. 7dL, an increase of nearly £300 as compared with the 
income for 1907. The amount is chiefly made up of the follow
ing items:— ; / 

£ s. d. 
Government grants ... ... ... 5,920 1 6 . 0 
Voluntary contributions and grants from 

the various missions ... ... ... 3,605 2 4 
School fees ... ... ... ... ... 1,042 15 3 

The average annual payment for pupils in the primary schools 
amounted to 1.9. 10fd., a decrease of \\d. in the previous year. 

Reference was made in last year's report to the difficulty experi
enced by the Education Department on account of the lack of 
qualified teachers. It is hoped that this difficulty will be removed 
on the completion of the Training Institute for Teachers at Accra, 
which is now in course of construction. 

No endeavours are spared to teach the rising generation their 
privileges and duties as citizens of the British Empire, and, in 
conformity with the movement started by the League of the 
Empire, lectures, accompanied by magic lantern slides, are given 
in all districts of the Colony. On Victoria Day, the 24th May, 
celebrations were held by the majority of the schools in the 
Colony, lectures on the Empire were given by the head teachers, 
patriotic songs were sung and the flag was saluted, whilst in many 
places the anniversary was commemorated by*the planting of a 
tree. Every assisted school in the Colony has been provided with 
a Union Jack. 

There are only five schools in the Colony which profess to give a 
higher education than that obtainable at the primary schools, 
viz., the Accra " Grammar School," the Accra "Collegiate 
School,"the " Mfantsipim School," Cape Coast, the Cape Coast 
Wesleyan " Collegiate GirlsVS^tl ," and the Accra Wesleyan 
Girls' School. The total nominal roll of the five schools is 477, 
the Accra Collegiate School heading the list with a total of 178 
on the roll. 

Twenty-three teachers and students completed two courses of 
agricultural instruction, and 16 were successful in obtaining 
certificates. 

The Director of Education reports that these courses of agricul
tural instruction are now more successful than heretofore, and 
that the results are plainly visible in those school gardens to which 
teachers with agricultural certificates have been appointed. Un
fortunately a fairly large proportion of the teachers who obtain 
these certificates are employed in schools in the coast towns where 
there is but little scope for their agricultural training to be put to 
any practical use. 

At present certain schools are giving industrial instruction, 
some with considerable success. In addition to schools mentioned 
in previous reports as giving instruction in carpentry, printing, 
bookbinding, net weaving, Ac., carpenters' shops have been estab
lished in the Wesleyan Schools at Tarkwa, Aburi, Accra, and in 
the Roman Catholic School at Axim, and fairly good work ii 
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V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

There is a well-equipped hospital in Accra with three European 
and four*native wards, there being seven beds for Europeans and 
25 for native patients. A European nursing sister is attached to 
this hospital, at which 614 cases of various kinds were treated 
during the year. There is also a contagious diseases hospital at 
headquarters. At Cape Coast the hospital is a spacious building, 
situated on Connor's Hill, overlooking the sea. The accommoda
tion for Europeans consists of three first class wards containing 
in all six beds, and two second class wards containing together 
seven beds; that for natives, of four wards, with a total number 
of 19 beds, in addition to two wards for contagious diseases. 
The number of cases treated was 250. 

Sekondi Hospital, situated on a hill near the town, contains 
three classes/'of accommodation for Europeans. There are in all 
six European wards, including two for convalescents, with a total 
of 16 beds. For native patients four wards are provided holding 
22 beds. Nursing sisters are also attached to this hospital, where 
462 cases were treated. 

Smaller hospitals also exist at Elmina, Kwitta, Axim, and 
Addah, and dispensaries at certain other out-stations. 

In Ashanti there is at Coomassie a commodious native hospital 
with three wards, a main ward containing 36 beds, a female ward 
with four beds, and another small ward with four beds. Five 
thousand three hundred and twenty-eight cases were treated in 
this hospital, where the existing accommodation is adequate only 
as far as male patients are concerned, and will shortly be in
creased by the addition of a larger female ward and an operating 
theatre. A new consulting room has been built. There is also 
a European hospital of four wards, each with two beds, to which 
a nursing sister was attached in the latter part of the year. 

In the Northern Territories accommodation for the treatment 
of sick natives is being gradually provided, and with the de
velopment of the country, further improvements will be effected 
as requirements are recognised. 

There is only one lunatic asylum in the Colony, situated at 
Accra. During the year under review 16 male and 9 female 

14162 0 

being clone. The building uf the Government technical and in
dustrial school at Accra, referred to in last year's report, is 
approaching completion. 

* The report of the Committee appointed in 1907 to inquire into 
, the desirability of adding some form of hand and eye training 
to the compulsory subjects was published. It strongly advtjates 
this change, and the local Board of Education having adopted its 
principle has reserved further discussion on the detailed amend
ments suggested. 
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inmates were admitted, as compared with\29 and 3 respectively 
in 1907, but the number of discharges, viz., '0 males and 1 female, 
compares very favourably with the figures for 1907, when only 
1 male and 2 females were discharged. ThV daily average of 
inmates was 61, of whom about three-fifths \ are classified as 
maniacal and dangerous. \ 

The building occupied as an asylum in 1907 is now converted 
to other uses, and a new and more commodious structure has 
been erected on one of the best sites near Accra. This consists 
of two large airing yards, one for males and the other for 
females, each of which is flanked by cells and dormitories, and 
contains a large open shed for shelter and recreation. There 
are also hospital accommodation, large tanks, and the usual 
accessories, besides quarters for the staff, all of which have been 
built in concrete. The buildings generally are cool and well 
ventilated, and the dormitories, each of which contains separate 
latrine accommodation, are spacious and lofty. It will be in
teresting to note whether the improvement in the surroundings 
will produce any marked effect in the recovery of the patients. 

Tliere are no poor-houses or reformatgries. As has been 
stated in previous reports, pauperism, in the strict sense of the 
word, is, thanks to the obligations entailed by the family system, 
unknown in the Colony. 

There is again a steady increase in the transactions of the 
Savings Bank, winch is under the control of the Postmaster-
General. 

During 1908 the total deposits were 4,018, amounting to 
£16,607 10*. 2i. , as compared with £12,787 14.?. 6d. the 
previous year, an increase of £3,819 IS*. 8d. 

There were 1,817 withdrawals during the year, amounting to 
£11,678 12*. 10.4., as against £10,618 17*. 8d. the previous year, 
an increase of £1,059 16*. 2d. 

In the amount of £11,678 12*. 10.4. withdrawn from the bank, 
is included the sum of £1,154 10*. lOd, transferred to the 
United Kingdom Savings Bank at the request of various de
positors, and the sum of £7 7*. was transferred from the United 
Kingdom to this Colony. 

On the 31st of December, 1908, the bank had to its credit 
the sum of £20,676 6*. 4*4., as compared with £15,341 7*. 8rf. 
the previous year, an increase of over 34 per cent. 

The total number of accounts remaining open on the 31st of 
December was 1,747, as against 1,279 the previous year, an in
crease of 36* per cent. 

There is every indication that as the bank becomes more 
widely known among the natives they will make use of it to a 
much larger extent than they have in the past. 
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VI.-JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

The strength of the police of all ranks on the 31st of December 
was 699, or 25 below the authorised establishment. On th$ 
corresponding date in the previous year the deficiency was 37. 
From the 1st of January the authorised strength of the General 
Police was increased by 48 men of various ranks; the Railway 
Police and 10 constables; and the recruits were reduced from 
40 to 25; the nett increase was therefore 43. 

The distribution on the 31st of December was: General Police, 
469; Escort Police, 149; Mines Police, 37; and Railway Police, 
44; total, 699. All ranks are included in these figures. 

The Mines Police has not as yet been recruited up to the sanc
tioned establishment, only such numbers being employed as the 
requirements of the mines demand. 

During the year 298 recruits were enlisted as against 213 in 
the previous year. This V due to the increase of the establish
ment. The majority of these recruits were trained at Accra, 
and a small percentage at Sekondi and Cape Coast. In nearly 
every case, recruits for the General Police were selected from 
Coast tribes; for the Escort Police by selecting recruits of 
Hausa and Northern Territories tribes and ex-soldiers of good 
character. The percentage of educated recruits was small. 

The strength of the detective branch, all ranks, on the 31st 
of December was 13. The superintendents and constables of this 
branch have continued to do gtW work, and in many cases have 
displayed a good deal of intelligence. 

During the outbreak of plague the duties of the police were 
very onerous. They supplied the men for the land cordon round 
Accra, and performed many other duties, including a system of 
marking all canoes along the coast between Little Nungo and 
the Sekum River, with a view to preventing the plague being 
carried by sea to other villages. It is satisfactory to note that 
there was not a single case of plague among them. There is no 
doubt that there has been a still further improvement in the 
force, due, in a great measure, to the increase of European super
vision. 

Accra, Cape Coast, Elmina, and Sekondi are the central gaols 
of the Colony. There are other minor gaols where prisoners 
under sentence of six months or less are confined, viz., Axim, 
Sekondi {Fort Orange), Tarkwa, SJtpond, Winneba, Akuse, 
Addah, and Kwitta in the Colony, and Coomassie and Obuassi 
in Ashanti. At Coomassie prisoners undergoing sentences up to 
three years are kept. The number of prisoners committed 
during the year was 4,822, as compared with 6,055 in 1907, 
showing a decrease of 233. The total daily average of prisoners 
in the Colony and Ashanti was 885, being an increase of 94 over 
that of the previous year. 

Still further progress has taken place under prison industries 
and labour. The earnings during the year show a total of 
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£2,693 11*. id., as against 4tf,080 10*. 44. the previous year, an 
increase of £613 1*., whick must in every way be considered 
most satisfactory. In 1904 tk$ earnings were only £413. The 
gross estimated value of pritoa labour in the Colony and Ashanti 
was £8,060 18*. 2d.9 as compared with £6,856 5*. in 1907, an 
increase of £1,204 13*. 24. The principal prison industries con
sist of carpentry, boot and shoe-making, masonry, tailoring, 
smithy, coopering, basket and mat-making; all these industries 
have been carried out is i satisfactory manner. 

The returns of crime in Hi Colony, Ashanti, and the Northern 
Territories show that 8.842, 2,080, and 410 cases respectively 
were dealt with, as against 8,382, 2,097, and 397 respectively 
in 1907, a decrease of 44. The number of convictions obtained 
was 6,258, 1,836, and 390 respectively, as against 6,325, 1,771, 
and 387 in 1907, or an increase of one. 

In the Colony there has been a decrease in the total number of 
convictions of 67 as compared with 1907. The decrease in the 
" convictions for offences against the person " is 78. In Ashanti 
and the Northern Territories th© figures show increases of 84 and 
3 respectively. In taking the figures for Ashanti and the 
Northern Territories into consideration, it must be borne in 
mind that the increase of the administrative staff has greatly 
improved the facilities for bringing offenders to justice. 

In the Colony, where serious offences are tried by a judge 
with a jury or assessors, the number of convictions and acquit
tals in the Superior Courts in 1907 and 1908 was as follows: — 

1907 1908 
Convictions for offences against the person 45 40 
Convictions for offences against property 

(other than preedial larceny) 28 39 
Convictions for other offences ... ... 41 7 
Acquittals ... ... ... 77 142 

Totals ... . .. 191 228 

In the Inferior Courts, where the trial is summary, the com
parative figures are:— 

1907 1908 
Convictions for offences against the person 743 670 
Convictions for slave-dealing 16 41 
Convictions for offences against property 

(other*than pnediai larceny) ... ... 976 1,018 
Convictions for other offences 4,477 4,443 
Acquittals ... ... ... t,980 1,942 

Totals ... ... ... ... ... 8,191 8,114 

Grand Total for the Colony ... ... 8,382 8,342 
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Totals ... ... ... ... ... 51 81 

In the Inferior Courts. 
1907. 1908. 

Convictions for offences against the person 315 j 
Convictions for slave-dealing 1 / 
Convictions for offences against property > 1,774 

(otherthanprsediallarceny) ... ... 226 I 
Convictions for other offences 1,188 ) 
Acquittals 316 225 

Totals ... 2,046 1,999 

Grand Total for Ashanti ... ... 2,097 2,080 

In the Northern Territories trial is also summary and the figures 
are as follows: — 

In the Superior Courts. 
1907. 1908. 

Convictions for offences against the person 9 4 
Convictions for slave-dealing 4 — 
Convictions for offencs against property 

(other than preedial larceny) 29 1 
Convictions for other offences 52 1 
Acquittals ... ... ... ... ... 6 — 

Totals ... ... ... ... ... 99 6 

In the Inferior Courts. 
1907. 1908. 

Convictions for offences against the person 86 69 
Convictions for slave-dealing ... ... 6 3 
Convictions for offences against property 

(other than praedial larceny) ... . . V 69 91 
Convictions for other offences 132 221 
Acquittals ... ... 5 20 

Totals ... • 298 404 

Grand Total for the Northern Territories 397 410 

In Ashanti, where all trial is summary, the following are the 
returns: — 

In the Superior Courts. 
1907. 

Convictions for offences against the person 20 
Convictions for offences against property 

(other than prssdial larceny) 13 
Convictions for other offences 8 
Acquittals ... ... ... ... ... 10 
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V I I . — V I T A L STATISTICS. 

There is no compulsory registration of births and deaths in the 
Colony and its dependencies, and the census return in 1901, which 
estimated the total population of the Gold Coast Colony, Ashanti, 
and the Northern Territories at 1,696,965, is probably at least 
a million under the mark. The collection of statistics of this 
nature is viewed with great suspicion by the uneducated native 
population, and the information given is, as a rule, wholly un
reliable. 

The European population is shown as 1,768, there being a 
decrease in number of 109 resident Europeans. The analysis of 
mortality and invaliding statistics shows an increase amongst 
Government officials and missionaries, and a decrease in the 
employees of mercantile and mining companies during the year 
under review. From the similar statistics for the seven preceding 
years it will be seen that whereas the numerical strength of 
Government officials shows a steady yearly increase and that of 
missionaries a more or less regular one, those of the mercantile 
and mining communities are liable to fluctuate. Prior to 1902 
the figures are less reliable. 

As before stated, in the 1907 Report, accurate statistics as 
regards the natives are not available. 

The health of European residents was not as good as in the 
previous year, there being an increased death and invaliding rate 
with a decreased population. The highest death-rate was amongst 
the missionaries. For purposes of comparison, the mortality and 
invaliding statistics of 1908 have been added to those of the four 
preceding years. 

There were no deaths from malaria amongst officials, but there 
was a slight increase in the invaliding from this reason in 1908. 
On the other hand, malaria accounted for a slight increase in 
the total number of deaths and caused nearly double the number 
of invalidings which occurred in 1907. 

Statistics of mortality and invaliding among Europeans, 
1908: — 

How employed. Number. Deaths. In
valided. 

Death-rate 
per 1,000. 

Invaliding 
rate 

per 1,000. 

Officials ... ... 413 6 29 14*52 70-21 
Merchants ... . . . 434 9 41 20-73 94-47 
Mining companies ... 759 11 46 14-49 60-60 
Missions 162 4 9 24-69 55-55 

Total 
4 

1,768 30 125 16-96 70-70 

Station Number. Deaths. In
valided. 

Death 
rate 

per 1,000. 

[nvaliding 
rate 

per 1,000. 

Colony ... ... ... 
Ashanti... ... ... 
Northern Territories ... 

1,415 
287 
66 

28 
2 

119 
4 
2 

19-78 
6-96 

84-09 
13-93 
30-70 

Total . . . 1,768 30 125 16-96 70*70 
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Total strength Colony, 

Territoriss. 
ftattbs. Invalided. 

Death 
rate 

per 1,000. 

Invaliding 
rate 

per 1,000. 

Officials 
Merchants .. . . . . 
Mining Companies . . . 
Missions ,,, 

851 
106 

1,222 
76 

8 
8 

13 
1 

1904. 
27 
«2 
97 
11 

22-79 
9-83 

10-63 
18-33 

76*92 
7218 
79*37 

146-66 

Total ... . . . 1,963 26 157 1280 80-38 

Officials ... . . . 
Merchants 
Mining Companies ... 
Missions 

888 
272 

1,167 
94 

9 
3 

12 
2 

1905. 
41 
26 
71 
12. 

2319 
11-02 
10-87 
2 1 * 

10667 
95-58 
61*36 

127 66 

Total ... 1,911 26 150 13-60 78-49 

Officials ... 
Merchants ... 
Mining companies ... 
Missions 

899 
255 
992 
119 

6 
4 

18 f 

3 

1906. 
39 
16 
53 
3 

16-03 
15-67 
1814 
26-20 « 

97-74 
62-74 
63-42 
26-21 

Total 1,766 81 111 17-66 62-88 

Officials ... ... 
Mercbank ... ... 
Mining companies .. . 
Missions 

370 
638 
883 
86 

3 
9 

12 
1 „ 

1907. 
20 
29 
46 

810 
16-72 
13-69 
11-63 

6405 
63-90 
52-09 

Total 1,877 25 95 18-81 60-61 

The causes of invaliding in 1908 among officials were: — 
Malarial fevers, 7; anaemia, 6; blackwater fever, 4; dysentery, 2; 
various, 12. Among non-officials: —Malaria, 32; blackwater, 20; 
debility, 7; phthisis, 5; dysentery, 3; tuberculosis and neuras
thenia, 2 each; various, 25. 

The causes of death among officials were:—Blackwater, 3; 
various 3. Among non-offioials:—Blackwater, 11; malaria, 7; 
various 6. 

As stated above, accurate statistics as regards natives 
are not as yet available. It is therefore not possible to form 
other than a general lidea based on the data obtainable, and as 
compared with 1907 these would indicate that the health of the 
native community had suffered considerably and that the death-
rate was high. 

Towards the end of the year small-pox broke out in Ashanti and 
from the various reports received the epidemic would appear to 
have been characterised by a high case mortality. 

In addition to six deaths recorded in the Colony, an employ* of 
the Tarkwa-Preste* Uailway died 6% the voyage home. 

Statistics of mortality and invaliding "among Europeans for 
the four years preceding 1808. 
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The plague epidemic which occurred early in the year at Accra, 
and which spread from there to other towns on or near the coast
line, accounted for a mortality of 288 of the total number of cases 
officially recorded, 336. In this connection there is a point of 
interest in the following mortality table. It will be seen that 
whereas tfie number of deaths, vide the hospital records, is very 
great, those obtained from the Registrar of burial permits for only 
sia towns in the Colony is considerably less than in any preceding 
year since 1902, even with the addition of 157, the number of 
bodies buried under special plague precautions by the medical 
authorities. Deducting the plague figures the hospital records 
would show a general mortality of 212, just double that of 1907. 

Native mortality as shown by— 
Hospital Records Burial Permit 
for Gold Coast, , Records for Accra, 

Ashanti and Adda, Cape Coast, 
Northern Elmina, Sekondi 

Territories. and Saltpond. 
1902 ... ... 156 ... 1,781 
1903 ... ... 164 1,718 
1904 ... 135 1,405 
1905 ... 168 1,712 
1906 ... ... 126 1,361 
1907 ... 113 1,617 
1908 ... 654 1,169 

Total ... 1,416 ... 10,653 

At Boso in the Volta River district an outbreak of pneumonia 
in epidemic form occurred and led to many deaths; the circum* 
stances were so suspicuous that a Medical Officer was sent to in
vestigate. Such outbreaks of pneumonia have been recorded 
previously. 

It is probable that very varied and frequent infection with in
testinal worms occurs. The occurrence of ankylostomiasis has 
been previously recorded, Dr. Fisch, a Medical Missionary at 
Aburi, records a very high percentage of Ankylostome Necator 
Amerieanus in his patients and a relatively high percentages of 
cases of uncinariasis. Assearis infection, as in previous years, 
proved high in rate. 

Guinea worm as usual proved a scourge, but it is hoped in the 
near future to reduce the incidence of the disease in many places. 

Tuberclosis: this disease is more common than is suspected. 
Cerebro-spinal meningitis was not prevalent in the Northern 

Territories as on previous years. Measures were taken in the 
North-Western Province to erect numerous isolated huts in" 
villages through which caravans travelled in order to secure the 
segregation of any case of this disease occurring. 

The sanitary condition of the Colony was the subject of much 
consideration. Professor Simpson gave this matter every atten
tion during his stay on the coast. It has not yet been practicable 
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to pronounce as to the recommendations made nor to formulate 
measures to make them effective. 

A scheme was submitted to improve the existing native sani
tary staff, and every effort is being made to increase supervision 
over this branch and to secure more efficient work. Rules were 
drawn up to deal with villages under the Native Jurisdiction 
Ordinance. 

A memorandum has been distributed giving the lines on which 
inspections at out-stations should be carried out by Medical Offi
cers, and the co-operation of the District Commissioners has been 
enlisted to secure the full benefit of recommendations made in the 
interest of public health. 

Special rules for building and town regulation were framed for 
Ashanti. 

In the case of Accra, special measures were taken with regard 
to congested areas and insanitary buildings in which cases of 
plague occurred. The evacuated portion of the town was first 
dealt with. The work of the Public Health Committee was dis
continued on the cessation of the plague, and the Accra Improve
ment Committee was appointed to complete the general scheme. 

Coomassie.—The condition of this town remained satisfactory; 
it is quite an example to other towns. 

Northern Territories.—As usual there was much good and use-
ful work done in stations throughout this Protectorate. 

Meteorological Observations, 1908. 

Temperature. llaiufall. 

Station. 
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Aoora 140-36 71-72 85-40 72-45 12*94 78-92 25-11 77*32 
Abari ... . . . 148*92 67-96 85-76 67-55 18-33 76-65 54*92 88*51 
I£eta ... ... 14132 72-26 89*32 74*55 14*88 81-97 29*58 82-11 
Cape Coast 14114 70-72 8645 7305 13-56 79-80 33-97 78-40 
Sekondi ... ... 139-10 72-72 86*46 71-86 14-60 79- 16 40-11 5814 
Axim ... . . . 132-05 65-17 84-45 67*99 16*46 76-55 89-24 9301 
Tarkwa ... *.* 135-27 69*34 81-29 68-47 17*52 7225 91-80 79*32 
Coomassie 140*38 21-34 87-27 69*38 17*86 78-82 59*97 85-60 
Kintampo 129-66 — 88*65 66*25 20*89 77-45 36-80 47-34 
Sunyani ... 141-30 67-64 87*05 72-75 14*29 79-90 25*87 84*04 
Gam'boga... ... 149-35 62-19 90*87 72-26 18*25 81-56 30*66 60*32 
Tamale 145-13 14-18 92*93 G9-14 24-06 8113 39*30 29*59 
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V I I I . — P O S T A L , T E L E G R A P H , A N D T E L E P H O N E 
SERVICES. 

The revenue of the department for the year amounted to 
£27,467 17*. Id. as against £27,032 10*. 9d. for the previous 
year. The department also collected £6,608 13*. 3d. on behalf 
of the African Direct Telegraph Company and foreign adminis
trations on account of telegrams despatched from the various 
offices in the Colony, and £4,057 18*. 8d. in respect of Customs 
Duty on parcels. 

The sale of stamps for 1907 and 1908, respectively, amounted 

1907. 1908. 
£ *. d. £ *. d. 

(a) Postage stamps for 
Postal, Revenue, and 
Judicial purposes ... 20,876 2 7 20,196 10 0 

(b) Postage Stamps for 
Telegraphic purposes 12,697 7 11 12,876 7 2 

The expenditure amounted to £24,489 16*. 9d. as against 
£27,970 2*. bd. in 1907. In 1908, £1,669 12*. id. was expended 
on the construction of new telegraph lines, whereas in 1907 the 
expenditure on this service was £5,246 13*. 7d. 

The total number of ordinary letters, postcards, newspapers, 
and book packets which passed through the post in 1908 is esti
mated to have been 3,983,802 as compared with 3,094,000 in the 
previous year. 

The number of registered and insured articles despatched was 
192,633 and the number received 113,757, the figures for 1907 
being respectively 162,933 and 107,195. 

The total number of United Kingdom, German, and Inter-
Colonial parcels dealt with was 43,635—3,983 despatched and 
39,552 received—the contents being of a declared value of over 
£46,576. The number dealt with in the previous year was 
42,240. 

The total value of money orders issued was £47,193 5*. id. as 
compared with £47,267 11*. 6d.9 the previous year. 

The total value of postal orders issued was £73,370 9*. 2d. as 
compared with £63,787 10*. Qd. in 1907, an increase of over 15 
per cent. The number of postal orders issued during the year 
was 110,128 as compared with 95,677 the previous year. 

At the end of 1908, 47 telegraph offices were open to the public 
in the Colony, Ashanti, and the Northern Territories, with a 
total length of 1,348 miles—68 miles more than the previous 
year. 

The total number of telegrams dealt with was 272,694 as com
pared with 246,190 in 1907. 84,037 were official telegrams as 
against 66,030 in the previous year. 

During the year the telegraph system was extended from 
N'Koranza to Sunyani, in Ashanti, a distance of about 68 miles, 
at an expenditure of £1,771 12*. 
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Local telephone services exist at Accra, Sekondi, Cape Coast, 
and Tarkwa, and are extensively used by the public, as is shown 
by the fact that out of 98 connections at the four exchanges, no 
less than 45 are those of unofficial subscribers. 

PREVENTIVE SERVICES. 

The Eastern and Western Frontier Preventive Services, which 
are branches of the Customs Department, are stationed on the 
River Volta on the eastern frontier of the Colony, and on the 
River Tano on the western. Their duties are analogous to 
those of the coastguard of the United Kingdom. 

The authorised establishment consists of three inspectors and 
six supervisors (who are seconded from the Customs Depart
ment), and 488 Preventive men and canoemen. The total cost 
of maintenance in 1908 was £16,564 2*. Id. 

IX.—ASHANTI. 
The total revenue collected in Ashanti during 1908 was 

£27,908 17s. 6d., as against £37,248 18s. 4d. in 1907, a decrease 
of £9,340 0s. lOrf. The two chief causes of this decrease are the 
abolition of caravan tolls (£4,681), and the fact that the receipts 
from mining royalties (£6,187) did not realise expectations. 

The financial position of Ashanti is not altogether satisfactory, 
and the decline in its revenue and trade during the year under 
review is disappointing. 

Further improvement is reported to have taken place in the 
social conditions of the Ashantis, and the gradual reformation 
of the Courts of the Native Chiefs is a matter for congratulation. 

The most important event of the year was the successful 
Agricultural Show held in December at Coomassie, where a large 
concourse of people assembled with exhibits from the Colony, 
Ashanti, and the Northern Territories. This bringing together 
of various tribes, separated by considerable distances and by 
diversity of tongues, should disseminate a knowledge of the re
quirements of European markets, and exercise a civilising influ
ence in the outlying portions of Ashanti and the Northern 
Territories. 

The principal exports of Ashanti, exclusive of gold, are 
rubber, cocoa, kola nuts, and gum copal. Owing to poor prices, 
to an epidemic of small-pox, and, perhaps, to the exhaustion of 
a number of trees, the amount of rubber exported during the 
years showed a decrease of 586 tons, as compared with 1907. 
Seven hundred and fifty-one tons of cocoa were exported, as 
against 557 in 1907. The bulk of kola nuts are exported to the 
North-East and West by native traders, and it is therefore diffi
cult to estimate the quantity exported by head loads. The 
railway carried 639 tons d'uring the year. A total of 125 tons of 
gum copal was exported, as against 100 tons in 1907. 
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X.—NORTHERN TERRITORIES. 

The good relations with neighbouring foreign dependencies 
have been maintained during the year under review, and in 
several instances fugitive offenders have been brought to justice 
by the mutual co-operation of the Administrations concerned. 

The removal of the headquarters of the Protectorate from 
Gambaga to a more central situation at Tamale was successfully 
undertaken during the year. Telegraphic communication has 
been established between Accra and Tamale, and the line is 
now being extended to Gambaga. 

The policy of governing the natives through their hereditary 
chiefs has been maintained and extended, and though many of 
these chiefs are weak and incapable of any sustained effort, the 
moral and executive support of the Government should gradually 
increase their influence and administrative ability. 

The abolition of the caravan tolls in the month of September 
is mainly responsible for a decrease of £7,061 7s. 6rf. in the 
revenue of the Protectorate during the year under review. In 
the current year the estimated revenue is only £1,400, as against 
an estimated expenditure of £72,423. 

A Government Primary School was opened at Tamale early 
in 1909, when 42 pupils were enrolled. A number of intelligent 
boys selected from various tribes in the Protectorate have been 
sent to the Cape Coast Government School for preliminary in
struction ; they will be transferred to the new Technical School 
at Accra as soon as that institution is ready to receive them. 

A main trunk road for vehicular traffic from Coomassie to 
Tamale is being constructed under the supervision of a field 
officer of the Royal Engineers and a staff of assistants. 

XI.—RAILWAYS AND ROADS. 

The total capital expenditure upon the Sekondi-Coomassie 
Railway to the 31st of December, 1908, stands at 
£1,836,916 9$. 7d., which sum includes the cost of all perman
ent improvements, additional plant, machinery, and rolling 
stock provided from time to time since the opening of the line. 

Loans of £1,035,000 and £63,000 towards the construction of 
this railway have been raised at 3 per cent., their extinction 
being provided for by a sinking fund of 1 per cent, chargeable 
to the general revenue of the Colony. £43,161 16s. 6d. stood to 
the credit of the fund on the 31st December, 1908. A further 
loan of £867,000 for the construction and equipment of the line 
was authorised by Ordinance No. 4 of 1908. 

The gross revenue for the year amounted to £164,024 11*. 2d.> 
a decrease of £14,834 as compared with 1907. This decrease is 
attributable mainly to a falling off in the goods traffic. The 
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further reductions in the tariff, which came into force on the 1st 
August, 1908, have also contributed in no small degree to the 
disappointing results of the year's work. 

The total receipts per mile open were £901, and per train mile 
£1 4*. Zd.; as against £990 and £ l 3*. 3d* in 190/. 

The nett revenue (total revenue less recurrent expenditure) 
earned during the year under review was £76,299, which is equal 
to 4'15 per cent, upon the total capital account as it stood on 
the 31st December, 1908. 

The total recurrent expenditure was £75,124, as against 
£76,776 the previous year, and £9,902 less than the estimate. 
Compared with the actual recurrent expenditure in 1907 there 
was a nett saving of £1,652. 

The total estimate of working charges in 1908 was £85,027, 
and the substantial reduction of £9,902 above referred to is dis
tributed pro rata over every branch of the Department as 
follows:— 

Estimate. Actual 
Expenditure. Saving. 

Maintenance of Way and Works 
Locomotive Expenses 
Traffic Expenses ... ... 
General Charges ... 

£ 
33,252 
28,670 

9,945 
13,160 

£ 
29,381 
25,430 
9,141 

11,171 

£ 
3,871 
3,240 

804 
1,989 

The percentage of total recurrent expenditure to revenue was 
49*61. Adding the extraordinary expenditure chargeable to 
capital, the grand total of expenditure for the year works out at 
£77,625, compared with £92,272 in 1907, or 6126 per cent, of 
the total revenue brought to accox^nt. 

The working expenditure per mile open was £447, and per 
train mile 11*. I I I . 

The GENERAL financial position OF the railway and the working 
results to the 3st December, 1908, are as detailed below: — 

TOTAL capital Expenditure ... £1,836,915 0*. Od. 
Total revenue earned in 1908 ... 154,024 0 .0 
Total working expenditure in 

1908 v . . . . . . . . . . 
Extraordinary expenditure 

chargeable to capital 
Proportion of working expen

diture to revenue 
Proportion of total expenditure 

(working and extraordinary) 
to revenue 

Nett revenue earned 
Interest upon capital expen

DITURE 
REVENUE PER MILE OPEN 

76,124 0 0 

2,601 0 0 

49*61 per cent. 

6126 
£76,299 0*. Od. 

415 per cent. 
£901 0*. 04. 
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319 292 

Of the five accidents of a personal character that occurred during 
the year„ three were fatal, one victim being a man employed in 
the Maintenance Branch, while the other two were natives walk
ing along the line. The verdict in each case acquitted the rail
way of any negligence. No accident of any description occurred 
to passengers. 

A revised goods tariff and regulations were brought into opera
tion on the 1st of August, 1908. Following upon the numerous 

Expenditure per mile open ... £447 0*. Od. 
Total train mileage, exclusive 

of banking and shunting ... 126,278 miles. 
Earnings per train mile ... £1 4i. 3d. 
Expenditure per train mile 0 11 1J 
Nett earnings per mile open ... 454 0 0 
Nett earnings per train mile ... 0 12 2 
Number of passengers carried 

(public traffic) ... ... 104,393 
Number of passengers carried 

(Government) ... ... 5,248 
Gross tonnage of goods and 

minerals ... 46,190 tons. 
Average fare per passenger 

carried £0 6*. l$d. 
Average earnings per goods 

ton mile (public traffic) ... 0 0 11J 
Average cost per goods ton 

mile (public traffic) 0 0 6J 
Proportion of goods receipts 

total revenue 78*40 per cent. 
Proportion of coaching receipts 

total revenue 21*43 ,, 
Proportion of down to up traffic 

(goods) tonnage 34*90 „ 
Proportion of down to up traffic 

(goods) receipts 20*62 „ 

The total amount paid in claims, &c , for goods lost, delayed, 
and damaged amounted to the sum of £25 9.t. I0d.f compared 
with £122 6*. 3d. during the previous year. 

The total number of accidents of all kinds during the year 
under review was 292, as against 319 in 1907. They are classi
fied as follows: — 

1907. 1908. 
Engine failures ... - 20 3 
Derailments of all kinds 59 39 
Fallen trees, Ac 196 230 
Trolley accidents... 10 4 
Miscellaneous 23 11 
Personal ... ... ... ... ... 12 6 
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and substantial reductions sanctioned in 1906 and 1907, the under
mentioned comprise the principal further concessions which have 
lately been given to the mines and general public: 

Cylinder and engine oil ... From Class 2 to 3 
Assay plant ... ... ... ... ,, ,, 2 to 3 
Cordage and rope ,, „ 2 to 3 
Chains, bolts, and nuts ... ... ... „ ,, 2 to 3 
Sets and lining for shaft-sinking ... ,, ,, 3 to 4 
Sulphuric acid ,, ,, 1 to 2 
Beef, pork, and herrings ... ... ... ,, ,, 2 to 3 
Hides and skins ... „ „ 3 to 4 
Empty bags ... ... ... ... ,, ,, 3 to 5 
Gum copal ... ... ,, ,, 4 to 5 
~ , . , . . * T » ( Special rates to 
Galvanized iron, soap, rice, corned beef, I j) uhkwa a n <j 

herrings, sardines, and salmon ... j Ashanti stations. 
A variety of minor concessions and adjustments have also been 

made during the year. New passenger tariff and regulations are 
now under consideration. 

The reductions which have been made in the tariff for the car
riage of mining material and general merchandise during the past 
three years have so far proved disappointing, inasmuch as there 
Has been a marked shrinkage in the tonnage handled, instead of 
that development usually looked for under the stimulus of more 
favourable rates. 

Active work of a preliminary nature upon the construction of 
the Tarkwa-Prestea Branch (20 miles) was commenced in 
April. The advance eurvey party arrived in the Colony 
on the 11th of that month and immediately took the field. 
The Resident Engineer landed a few weeks later*, and up to the 
close of the year rapid progress was made. All things being 
favourable, the line to Prestea should be opened to public traffic 
by March, 1910. A branch to Broomassie will be constructed 
concurrently with the rest of the railway. 

The construction of the railway from Accra to Mangoase (about 
40 miles; has been given out to a firm of contractors. The first 
sod of this important undertaking was cut by His Excellency 
Sir John Rodger, K.C.M.G., on the 7th January, 1909, with 
becoming ceremony. Some rapid work has already been done on 
this line and there is every probability of the provisional terminus 
(Mangoase) being reached in about 12 months. 

The financial year 1908 has been distinctly unfavourable as 
affecting the working results of the railway. The mining industry 
has been especially quiescent; it is satisfactory to note, however, 
that quite recently a strong current of renewed activity and con
fidence has set in. 

The general re-organization of the Department, which was com
menced in 1906, has been actively pursued and results of a per
manent and satisfactory character have been realized. Measures 
aiming at the gradual reduction of the European establishment 
and the wider employment and instruction of the natives of the 
Colony have been continued in the administrative scheme. 
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By the system in force, the construction and maintenance in 
the Gold Coast Colony of roads for vehicular traffic and cask-
rolling devolves for the most part on the Public Works Depart
ment. The total length thus maintained is about 200 miles, and 
the roads are in a fair condition. 

The principal of these roads are: — 
(a.) The road from Accra to DodoWa, on which the traffic is 

. very heavy in the ,cocoa season. The length of this 
is about 27 miles, and it is suitable for motor traffic, 
for vehicles with a gross weight not exceeding six tons. 

(6.) The road from Accra to Aburi, about 25 miles in length, 
is identical with the Dodowa road for the first 13 miles. 
It is used by motor lorries as far as Ayimensa, at the 
foot of the range of the Akwapim hills. 

(<?.) The road from Accra to Kyebi via Inswam was con
structed by the Gold Fields of Eastern Akim and 
finally taken over by the Government in the year 1904. 

The first section of 23 miles to Inswam on the River 
Densu is in fair order and suitable for motor cars and 
light motor lorries. The remaining portion from 
Inswam to Kyebi is much overgrown. 

(d.) The road from Winneba to Soadru, which is about 
15 miles long, is of rising importance in connection 
with the steadily increasing cultivation and export of 
cocoa in the Winneba District.. 

The road is under process of construction for the 
accommodation of light motor lorries. 

(e.) The Saltpond-Insuaim road, which is 58 miles in length, 
is under process of construction for the accommodation 
of light motor lorries from Saltpond to Anyanmein, a 
distance of 9£ miles. It is proposed to extend this 
road, which is an important trade route. 

(/.) The road from Cape Coast to Prasu is the old trade and 
military road to Coomassie and the north. Its import
ance has greatly decreased since the construction of the 
Sekondi-Coomassie railroad. 

The district through which this road runs is rich in 
palm trees and plantations of cocoa are increasing. 
The road from Cape Coast to Asebo, nearly 10 miles 
in length, is under process of construction for the 
accommodation of light motor lorries. 

In addition to the roads constructed and maintained by the 
Public Works Department, some 1,800 miles of native paths and 
tracks are kept clear by the chiefs, uî der the provisions of the 
Roads Ordinance, 1894, in return for a quarterly payment per 
mile, which varies from 6s. to £1, according to the nature of the 
road and its state of repair. 
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XII.—MISCELLANEOUS. 
IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 

There is no means of keeping any particulars of the immigration 
of foreigners in general; but with regard to the immigration of 
natives of Sierra Leone and its hinterland to Sekondi, a record 
has been made by the Transport Department of 180 new arrivals 
during 1908. Allowing for those who landed, but, finding no 
work immediately by the Transport Department, went away on 
their own account, possibly a total of 240 new men arrived. It is 
estimated, however, that some 3,500 labourers enter the Colony 
annually for employment in the mines, or as carriers, labourers 
for public and private works, or scavengers. 

Imported labourers, who come chiefly from the Kru Coast 
(Liberia), Sierra Leone, and Lagos, are usually engaged in gangs 
under a headman for six or twelve months under the " Master 
and Servant Ordinance, 1893/> under a contract duly executed 
before a District Commissioner, which provides for the rate of 
pay and other conditions of service, and for repatriation at the 
expiration of the period of employment. 

In the strict sense of the word there is little or no emigration, 
but a considerable number of the natives of the Colony obtain 
temporary employment further down the Coast as carpenters, 
coopers, masons, blacksmiths, washermen, and domestic servants, 
and in clerical positions, official and mercantile. 

PUBLIC WORKS. 

A large programme was undertaken by the Public Works 
Department and fair progress made with tjie majority of the items. 
The outbreak of plague in Accra early in the year necessitated the 
building of isolation camps and temporary shelters for the natives 
removed from the infected or evacuated areas. Insanitary houses 
in the congested areas were demolished and plans have been pre
pared by the Accra Improvement Committee for the construction 
of streets and open spaces in these areas and through the town 
generally. 

A sanitary engineer with experience in the Isthmus of Panama 
has bev n specially engaged to undertake the works in connection 
with the improvement of Accra. 

The following are the more important items carried out during 
the year: 

The drains in the native town at Tarkwa were extended. A 
bungalow has been erected to provide quarters for two officers. 

The Court House and Judges' quarters at Sekondi, commenced 
in 1908, were nearly completed, and a Court House for the Dis
trict Commissioner has been built. 

A main concrete drain was constructed along the railway from 
Essikadoes village into No. 1 Lagoon, and many mosquito 
breeding pools removed in consequence. 

Quarters for the District Commissioner have been erected at 
Dunkwa. 

14162 D 
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Considerable progress was made with the new scholastic build* 
ings at Accra. 

A Training College and Technical School have been com
menced, and will be occupied before the close of the present ^year. 
Quarters for three officers in connection with these institutes 
were completed, and a bungalow for the schoolmistress was 
built. 

The establishment of the headquarters at Akuse was con
tinued, and a Court House, Police Barracks, and two bungalows 
were nearly completed. 

Barracks to accommodate one superintendent and fifty con
stables have been completed at Coomassie. 

The substitution of permanent buildings for temporary build
ings in the lines of the Gold Coast Regiment was continued. 

The construction of the headquarter buildings at Tamale was 
continued. The Chief Commissioner's bungalow was practically 
completed, and other buildings are in progress. 

A Caillet's monorail was laid round the rapids at Krachi, and 
has been completed this year. It is proving a great benefit to 
the salt traders, who are now enabled to transport their salt 
without employing labour, as previously, from the adjoining 
Protectorate of Togo. 

At Sekondi, borings were taken round the periphery of the 
reservoir site recommended by Messrs. Middleton, Hunter, and 
Duff, consulting engineers, to test the ground for water tight
ness. At Accra borings wers taken to obtain data for the con
struction of the dam across the Densu, near Oblogo. The 
working drawings axe being prepared by the consulting 
engineers. 

Satisfactory progress continued to be made with Accra Har
bour works during the year. Nine hundred and fifty blocks and 
2,974 bags were set in the breakwater. The retaining wall and 
parapet were completed. A large quantity of stone was quarried 
and broken. In August, owing to heavy surf, the third portion 
of the Rockbreaker broke away when it was being towed ashore, 
and the boiler and five cases of fittings were washed off its deck 
and lost. 

The breakwater has now been completed as originally de
signed, and the jetty is under construction. 

In 1908 a Survey Department was formed to replace " Mines 
Surveys," the staff consisting of a Director, Chief Surveyor, one 
surveyor, and one native surveyor, two assistant native sur
veyors, a draughtsman, and a clerk. 

The original programme for the year's work was completely 
upset by4 the outbreak of plague, and the main feature of the 
survey operations was a detailed survey of Accra on a scale of 
1: 1250, or 104*16 feet to an inch. Some idea of the magnitude 
of this task may be obtained when it is realised that some 6,000 
buildings and huts were measured. A 1: 5000 plan in two 
sheets, showing all the ground within the municipal boundaries, 
was also commenced, and is about half finished. The survey 
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of five concessions was undertaken and completed. A line was 
also cut across the Ebotokroo Concession, and the south-east 
boundary of the South-east Concession, which had become prac
tically obliterated, was recut. 

In the course of the year a new scale of charges for surveying 
concessions was drawn up, and came into operation in 1909. 
The main features are: the abolition of the tie-on fee, a gradu
ated scale according to the distance of the concession from the 
nearest fixed point being instituted, and a general lowering of 
the charges for all kinds of work with the exceptions of those 
for river concessions, which remain v< altered. 

The production of the 1: 126,000 map of the Colony was com
pleted in August. 

CHANGES IN ESTABLISHMENT. 

During the absence on leave of the Governor, Sir John 
Rodger, Major Herbert Bryan, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, ad
ministered the Government from the 1st January to the 27th 
March. Mr. Algernon Willoughby Osborne, Attorney-General, 
was appointed Chief Justice of Southern Nigeria on the 4th of 
July. Mr. Justice Arthur Reginald Pennington, Puisne Judge, 
was appointed Attorney-General of Southern Nigeria in October, 
and Mr. Arthur Hudson arrived in the Colonv and assumed duty 
as Attorney-General on the 15th of October, vice Mr. Wil
loughby Osborne. Mr. Frederic Harrison Gough, Solicitor-
General, was appointed a Puisne Judge of the Colony on the 
7th of November, vice Mr. Justice Pennington. 

T r a n s p o r t . 

A total of 28,328 loads were handled by the Transport Depart
ment during the year, and 1,289 carriers were sent out on long 
engagements. This number included the carriers with officers 
travelling; in previous years the loads belonging to officers 
passing through, which were handled by the Department, were 
not reckoned. For comparing 1908 with 1907, therefore, the 
number is assumed to have been the same, and the figures for 
the two years are as follows: — 

1907. 1908. 
Loads ... 24,978 28,328 
Long-service carriers en-

gftged «. * . * • • • • 741 »•. 1,280 
The mails from Coomassie to the north, uuuibermg 335 bags, 

were carried by the Transport Department. 
Transport beyond Coomassie is maintained by 14 gangs of 

carriers of 26 each, who are on a year's engagement. 
In order to insure the safety of loads committed to their care, 

the permanent carriers of the department, whone wages are 25*. 
a month and threepence a day for subsistence, are only paid at 
the expiration of twelve months' service. They receive subsis
tence money during their period of service m i advances of 10i. 
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or £1 at a time, amounting to about £3 in all. When a man has 
a sum of money to his credit he becomes trustworthy, and it is 
by the adoption of this principle that the number of loads lost 
has not averaged one a year. 

A further insurance of loads and a guarantee for good be
haviour is deposit in the savings bank. The book* of ltfO 
carriers, with average deposits of about £10 each, are kept in the 
Sekondi Office. 

There was no difficulty in getting carriers during 1908. 
The following tables give some idea of the work done by the 

Transport Department during the year: — 

Sekondi Headquarters 
Loads despatched by railway 7,181 
Loads despatched by carriers ... 50 

* Loads despatched by sea 501 
Loads delivered locally ... 85 
Loads moved, belonging to officers passing through 

(estimated) ... .. 2,400 
Carriers with officers travelling 1,261 
Carriers engaged on contract for Government ... 888 
Carriers engaged on contract for companies, Ac. ... 334 

Staff: 
Transport Officer. 

5 clerks. I 

Coamassie. 
Loads despatched by railway 539 
Loads despatched by carriers to the Northern Terri

tories 3,549 
Loads despatched by carriers to places in Ashanti... 1,670 
Loads distributed in Coomassie ... 4,391 
Loads moved, belonging to officers passing through 

i(estimated) 2,500 
Bags of mails sent up country 335 
Carriers with officers to the Northern Territories ... 1,058 
Carriers with officers and troops in Ashanti ... 1,308 
Carriers subsisted with Experimental Column, Gold 

Coast Regiment 1,500 
Carriers engaged on contract for Government f ... 17 
Carriers engaged on contract for companies 50 

Staff: 
1 assistant transport officer. 
2 clerks. 

r 1 overseer. 
7 headmen and 168 carriers for Northern 

Territories transport. 
7 headmen and 168 carriers for Ashanti 

transport. 

Eulisted carriers 
in charge of 

A.T.O. Coomassie. 
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SUITABILITY OF CLIMATE FOE EUROPEANS, AND OPENING FOR 
WHITE LABOUR. 

Europeans of temperate habits and sound constitution, who take 
suitable exercise, generally suffer little from climatic causes, pro
vided that their residence in this portion of West Africa is uot 
unduly prolonged. 

As has been stated in previous reports, Europeans should on no 
account come to the Gold Coast for the purpose of seeking employ
ment. Government subordinate officials and the employees of 
the mercantile firms and mining companies are engaged in 
England under agreement and opportunities of securing appoint
ments locally are few and far between. 

Generally the rates of wages are high, but the cost of living, 
both for Europeans and natives, has increased during recent years. 
This is specially the case in the Western Province, in which the 
principal gold mines are situated. In the hinterland food is 
plentiful and cheap. 

The wages of domestic servants vary from £1 to £2 10s. and 
of cooks from £2 to £4 per month. Servants of the coolie class 
can be obtained at a wage of £1 to £1 10s. Carriers earn 1$. a 
day and are given 3d. a day to buy food. Contract labourers and 
carriers are paid 2bs. a month; these also receive 3d. a day sub
sistence money. 

Native carpenters, cabinet-makers, masons, and smiths com
mand ready employment and earn good wages at rates from 
Is. 6d. to 3s. a day. 

NATIVE AFFAIRS. 

During the year under review, a certain number of local dis
putes engaged the attention of the Executive, but none were of 
any importance. Three chiefs were destooled during the year. 

A feature of the year was the introduction and suppression of 
a fetish custom known as " Aberewa." This cult spread with 
remarkable rapidity through those portions of Ashanti and the 
Colony where the Akan language is spoken and, in varying 
degrees, the whole of this area came under its influence. There 
was abundant proof that its observance tended towards the com
mission of crime and, accordingly, it was suppressed by Order in 
Council, dated the 17th July, 1908. 

VARIOUS OBSERVATIONS. 

The outbreak of plague in January was a grave event in the 
history of the Colony, and the drastic measures necessarily taken 
for the suppression of the disease re-acted unfavourably on com
merce. Notwithstanding the disability and the low prices preva
lent in European markets the trade statistics for the year are 
generally saisfactory. The demands from natives of all classes 
for information with regard to the cultivation and preparation 
of economic products afford welcome evidence that the indigenous 
population is alive to the fact that the continued prosperity of 
the Colony depends maiuly on its great agricultural resources.... * 
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The able, comprehensive report furnished by Mr. H. M. Thomp* 
son at the conclusion of his prolonged tour of inspection, shows 
that the Gold Coast possesses most valuable assets in the forests 
of the Colony and Ashanti; measures to secure the preservation 
of these forests and their development on scientific lines are under 
consideration. The services of Mi. Thompson were kindly lent by 
the Government of Southern Nigeria. 

The material progress of the Colony was marked by the advance
ment of the undermentioned Public Works:— 

Accra Harbour Works. 
Sekondi Harbour Works. 
Tarkwa-Prestea-Broomassie Branch Railway. 
Accra-Mangoase Railway. 

The schemes for the Accra and Sekondi Waterworks have been 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State and the detailed plans for 
their construction are being prepared by the Consulting Engineers. 

C. RIBY WILLIAMS, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 

25th July, 1909. 

A P P E N D I X . 

WORK CONDUCTED AT THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE DURING 
THE YEAR 1908 FOR THE GOLD COAST OOLONY. 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT. 

Reports from the Imperial Institute have been made to the Government of 
the Gold Coast on the following subjects 

2to66er.-*-Several specimens of Funtumia and Landolphia rubbers were 
investigated during 1908. A sample of Funtumia elastica rubber from Ashanti 
which had been coagulated by an infusion of the leaves of Bauhinia reticulata 
was found to be of good quality, and was valued at 2*. Bd. to 2a. lOd. per lb., 
with fine hard Para at 3*. 5Jd. per lb. Three other specimens of Funtumia 
rubber from Ashanti, prepared by " creaming" the latex, were found to be 
very satisfactory in composition, but the cakes were too thick and contained 
considerable moisture, BO that the value of the rubber was reduced. They were 
considered to be worth 2*. Id. to 2*. lOd. per lb., with fine hard Para at 4a. &*. 
per lb. Another specimen of Funtumia rubber, also from Ashanti, prepared in 
biscuits by the spontaneous coagulation of the latex, was inferior in composi
tion to the. preceding specimens, but of much better appearance ; it was valued 
at 3$. 6<*. to 3*. Sd. per lb., with fine bard Para at 4a. 6d. per lb. 

A specimen of "Pempeneh" rubber obtained from Landolphia owarienm 
in the Northern Territories, proved to be of excellent quality and was valued 
at 3a. to 3a. 3d. per lb., with fine hard Para at 3a. bid. per lb. 

Two samples of Ficus rubber and teveral specimens of latex from the Axim 
district were examined. The Ficus rubber contained a high percentage (22 
to 27; of resin, and would therefore be of low value. Samples of latex derived 
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from Funlumia afficana, Landolphia sp., Tabemaemontana sp., and Anthnostema 
sp., yielded products still more resinous and of no commercial value, but a 
Landolphia latex probably from L. owariensis gave a rubber of good quality. 

Gums.—eJpeoimens of gums derived from Acacia sieberiana, Burkea africana, 
and Pseudocedrela Kotschyi were found to be of marketable quality, the first-
mentioned being tbe most promising. It was requested that if these gums are 
readily obtainable in large quantities further samples should be supplied so that 
their commercial value can be definitely ascertained. The gum of Combretum 
undtdatum was dark-coloured and insoluble and would not be saleable. 

Copal—A sample of copal resin from Ashanti. obtained by the Inspeotor of 
Agriculture for West Africa, was examined and found to be similar to the 
Accra copal of commerce, the price of which ranges from Ms. §d. to 
72s. per owt. The Ashanti resin would probably realise the highest price 
if it were eleaned and tbe dirty pieces picked out. 

Two other samples of copal resin were submitted for examination. One 
specimen was of poor quality, whereas the other proved to be a very good 
copal which would meet with a ready sale. 

Cotton.—Thirteen samples of unpinned cotton comprising American, native, 
and hybrid varieties were examined and found to be of marketable quality. 
Certain of the samples were valued at 6d. to Id. per lb., with "middling" 
American at 6*7d. per lb. 

Tanning MateriaU.~-k sample of divi-divi pods, though containing less 
tannin than the ordinary divi-divi of commerce, furnished a soft, pale-brown 
leather of good texture and appearance. The nods were valued at x5 per ton, 
with West Indian and South American divi-divi at J69 to £11 per ton. 

Citronella oil.—k small sample of this oil was found to be of fair quality, and 
probably equal in value to ordinary citronella oil. 

Beeswax.—A sample of beeswax proved to be of fair average quality and 
probably worth about £6 15s. per owt., or rather more if carefully melted and 
strained. There is always a ready market for beeswax of good quality in the 
United Kingdom. 

Exhibition Galleries. 

A number of specimens were lent from the Gold Coast Court at the Imperial 
Institute for inolusion in the Colony's exhibit at the Franco-British Exhibition 
in London. At the close of the Exhibition the whole of the Gold Coast 
exhibits were transferred to the Imperial Institute for addition to the Court, 
which, when the necessary re-arrangements now in progress have been made, 
will be much more representative of the resources of the Colony. A new and 
improved statistical board giving particulars of the trade, &c, of the Gold Coast 
has been added. 
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Colony, &o. 

Southern Nigeria 
South Africa 
East Africa Protectorate ... 

*« 
... 

... ... 

54 Newfoundland 

65 Cape Colony 
56 Turks Islands 
57 Uganda 
58 British Colonies 
69 Northern Nigeria 

... ... ... ... ... 

Subject. 

Forest Administration. 
Native Education. 
Veterinary Bacteriological] Work. 

1907-8. 
Governor's visit to the Miomac 

Indians. 
Bietfontein Area. 
Salt Industry. 
Governor's Tour. 
Fibres. 
Mineral Survey, 1906-7. 


