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I.—GENERAL. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The Government of the Colony was, throughout the whole year, adminis 
tered by Sir Hugh Clifford, K.C.M.G. Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 

HONOURS. 

Companionship of the Imperial Service Order was conferred upon 
Mr. P. L. H. Archer, Comptroller of Customs. 

The following officers of the Gold Coast Regiment were awarded Military 
Honours:— 

Captain E. B, Methven, M.C.—Bar to the Military Cross. 

Captain J. G. Foley, M.C.—Bar to the Military Cross. 

Lieutenant Piggot, M . c , Brevet Major on promotion. 

Lieutenant Colonel R. A. de B. Rose, C.M.G , D.S.O. Bar to D.S.O. 

Captain R. B. Cumming— Military Cross. 

Captain H. B. Dawes— do. 

The following appointments to the Most Excellent Order oh the British 
Empire were approved 

Commanders:— Lady Clifford. 

The Honourable Mr. A. R. Slater, C.M.G. 

The Honourable Nana Ofori Atta and 

Mr. A. E. Kitsou. 

Officer:— The Honourable J. T. Furley. 

Members:— Mr. H. B. Popham and 

Mr. R. S. Rattray. 

Mr. R. E. Lett, late Staff Instructor, Police Department was awarded 
the King's Police Medal. 

Major P. F. Barton, Commanding the Gold Coast Volunteers was 
awarded the Colonial Auxilli&ry Forces Officers' Decoration. 
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OBITUABY. 

The following deaths occurred during the year :— 

Lieutenant S. Shaw, Gold Coast Regiment. 

Colour-Sergeant F. T. Moth, Gold Coast Regiment. 

ColauTTSergeant J. Roberts do. 

Colour-Sergeant A. T. Thomson do. 

Sergeant J . Willis,. do. 

Sergeant F. Gartside, do. 

Battery Sergeant-Major F. Cross, do. 

Mt. L. J. Muss, Deputy Comptroller of Customs. 

Mr. J. W. Oattley, Assistant District Commissioner. 

Mr. J. H. .Thorley, Boilermaker, Railway. 

Mr. T. W. M. Woods, Foreman of Works, Togoland Railway. 

Mr. B. Burke, Pensioner. 

Reverend J. E. Boggis, M.A. Incumbent of Trinity Church, Accra and 
Member of Board of Education of the Colony. 

The s.s. "Burutu" which sailed from the Colony homeward bound 
in;Septen*ber was. sunk in a collision with great loss of life. Amongst the 
passengers were the following officials of this Colony:— 

The Honourable P. L. H. Archer, i.s.o., Comptroller of .-Customs. 

Mr. IL Fenwick, Superintendent of Roads, Public Works Department. 

Mr. W. Hurford, Foreman of Works, Public Works Department. 

Mr. J. H. M. Witts, Fitter, Ice-making Plant. 

Mr. G. R. Wadham, Platelayer, Railway. . 

Mr. A. F. Tompsett,* District Station Master, Railway. 

.APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr. 0. Mitchell was appointed to the office of Comptroller of Customs 
in succession to Mr. P. L, H. Archer who died at sea on the s,srM Burutu " 
on 3rd October, 1918. 
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ESTABLISHMENT. 

The European establishment of the Colony and its Dependencies numbered 
591 officers. Of this number 50 were seconded for military service in various 
theatres of war and in the Colony. 14 were seconded for civil duties in Togo-
land and 3 in East Africa. 

THE GOLD COAST REGIMENT. 

The close of the year 1917 still found the Gold Coast Regiment on active 
service in East Africa, for some fugitive remnants of the German forces had 
crossed the border into Portuguese territory and the regiment was selected 
to form a portion of the Port Amelia or PAM force. It was, in fact, the last 
unit of the West African Frontier Force to be withdrawn from that distant 
scene of operations where its reputation was second to that of no other unit 
of the East African Expeditionary Force as a whole. Eventually, however, 
its long exile was brought to a close in September, 1918. 

Thus after 4 years practically continuous service in Togoland, the Came-
roons and East Africa, the men who had done so much to enhance the 
reputation of this Colony returned to within measurable distance of their 
happy home. 

The experiment of making use of their services in a field of operations 
several weeks journey overseas had been so amply justified, that the War 
Office asked for a Gold Coast Brigade to be raised for employment with the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force. The formation of this Brigade was well 
under way when the collapse of the Turkish forces rendered its transport t© 
so distant a field unnecessary. Nevertheless the year closed with a Gold 
Coast Brigade of several thousand men in being, the nucleus of which was 
a hundred or two stout hearts* the survivors of a war worn regiment. 

GENERAL CONDITION or THE COLONY. 

This Colony was peculiarly unfortunate during the later stage.? of the war 
in that cocoa, its chief product and source of wealth, was not placed on the 
priority list when restrictions in shipping were instituted owing to the subma
rine menace. The result was a general apathy a mongst the farmers from which 
no amount of warning as to the fleets of neglect served to rouse them. Never
theless, the soil of this Colony appears to have an affinity for coeoa production 
which defies all the, gloomy prognostications of the experts. Thus, in spite 
of beans left to rot on the trees and the consequent spread of disease which 
might be expected to spell disaster to the industry, there is every indication 
that the increase in shipping facilities which was initiated towards the end 
of 1918, on the cessation of hostilities, will serve to place the Gold Coast stilt 



8 COLONIAL RETORTS—ANNUAL. 

more firmly on a pedestal as the greatest cocoa-producing country in the 
world. 

Despite the lean years, coincident with the slump in cocoa prices, there 
remained an accumulated wealtl amongst natives of the upper class, who^e 
style of living barely reflected the scarcity and vastly increased cost of imported 
European goods. Even the small farmer and labouring classes suffered no 
real hardship, though to some extent luxuries which in recent years had almost 
become necessities were denied them. Some good also came through a slacken
ing of competition in the labour market: the police force, for instance, profited 
from this cause, as also through the necessities of the poorer literate class 
which has of recent years increased out of all proportion to the demand. 

Mention of the latter class, amongst whom were found perhaps the 
greatest sufferers owing to the war, naturally raises the question of education. 
There is no more deserving individual in the Gold Coast than the young aspirant 
for clerical distinction whose sobriety and studiousness in earlier years are 
unfortunately.ometimes offset by alack of character which makes itself felt 
in later years. This lack of character is largely due to environment—the too 
acute competition for purely clerical appointments, which are the aim of 
probably 90 per cent, of the students at Government and subsidised schools, 
resulting in a method of imbibing letters and figures which may be described 
as 1 sweating.' There is no worse enemy to the development of character 
than the crammer's method which commonly leads to re-action, once the 
goad is removed. Moreover an * education' completed at 15 or 16 years of 
age, followed, as it commonly is, by disappointment in various degrees, is a 
still more severe handicap from the point of view we are considering. The 
trouble springs of course, from the tendency amongst primitive native commu
nities to regard proficiency in reading and writing as the hall mark of a native 
gentleman, so that even those families which in former days handed down 
their skill in ' arts and crafts ' from father to son are apt to desert their old 

, pursuits in the fervent search for a * literary ' profession. 

Amongst the brighter aspects of general conditions ir the colony, note 
should be taken of the unswerving loyalty to the allied, or, as the natives 
themselves would have it, the British cause even during the black months of 
the German spring offensive; also the donations, no less generous than in 
previous years, to the Red Cross and other funds cbnnected with the war. 

* 

Scarcely less creditable was the patience and fortitude with which the 
native community bore that terrible scourge, the influenza epidemic of Septem
ber and October, which took its toll of every household and which seemed at 
the time a curse inexorable, uuabating. 

It would almpst seem as if this curse was intended by the Almighty as a 
last trial to test the heart of man who, found staunch, was to be rewarded 
by the blessings of peace and returning prosperity at the close of an eventful 
year. 
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I I . r~FINANCIAL. 

REVEHUE. 

The revenue for the year amounted to £1,298,674, being the lowest on 
record since 1912, and £325,450 km than in 1917. 

The following table affords a more detailed comparison between 1917 
and 1918 

Head of Revenue, 1917. 1918. Increase. 1. Decrease. 

Customs 893,780 019,973 273,812 
Light Dues 1,501 1,315 —. 186 
Licences 63,732 45,420 — 18,312 

— i Fees ojt Cburt &c. €0,191 71,621 11,430 
18,312 

— i 
Railways 494,338 453,250 41,088 
Posts and Telegraphs . . 30,399 32,606 2,267 — 'ii 
Rent of Govt. Lands . . 5,478 5,833 355 <* 
Interest 33,424 28,630 . 4,794] 
Miscellaneous . . ' , . j 39,644 39,088 556 j 
Land Sales 1,632 878 754 

£1,024,124 | 

f 

£1,298,674 £14,052 £339,502 
• 

Net Decrease £325,450 

Comparing the figures in the above table for 1918 and 1917 we find, as 
might have been expected in view of the continuance and increased intensity 
of the war, a further decline in Customs notwithstanding an all round increase 
in the Import Tariff. With reduced imports and expqrts Kail way receipts 
also naturally show a large falling off. Similarly there was a great decrease 
in the number of Spirit Licences taken out. which account* for practically 
the entire decline under Licenses. 

The increase under Fees of Court etc, is attributable chiefly to the 
re-imbursement by Togoland of the cost of the garrison maintained there 
(£10,142) and to an increase in Stamp Duties, the rates of which were raised 
during the year. The decrease under Interest and the increase under Post 
Office are partly accounted for by a transfer of the sub-head, Interest on 
Savings Bank Investments, from the former to the latter head. The othe* 
small increases and decreases call for no comment. 
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Customs and Railway receipts continued to represent the bulk of the 
revenue. The proportion which each bore during the last few years to the total 
revenue is shown in the following table :— 

Year. 

1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 

Customs. 

Receipts. 

£735,470 
779,593 
768,829 
828,015 

1,132,000 
893,785 
519,973 

Percentage' 
to total 

revenue. 

60% 
60% 
58% 
57% 
62% 
55% 
48% 

Railway. 

Receipts. 

£329,399 
357,329 
380,716 
445,898 
505,665 
494,338 
453,250 

Percentage 
to total 
revenue. 

27% 
27% 
28% 
30% 
27% 
30% 
35% 

Other Sources. 

Receipts. 

£165,981 
164,644 
182,168 
182,217 
198,324 
236,001 
225,451 

Percentage 
to total 
revenue. 

13% 
13% 
14% 
13% 
11% 
15% 
17% 

The revenue derived directly from the spirit trade in 1918 was £244,268 
or 19% of the total revenue for the year, as compared with 28% in 1917. 
There has, in fact, been a steady decline in this percentage since 1913 when 
it was 45%. This is interesting in view of the recent decision to prohibit the 
sale of trade spirit in West Africa ; and, though such prohibition will inevitably 
entail a considerable loss of revenue, there is no longer any reason to anticipate 
serious financial embarrassment, more particularly as peace conditions have 
already begun to stimulate other sources of revenue. 

EXPENDITURE. 

. Actual expenditure for the year amounted to £1,369,486, which, as com
pared with the figure for 1917, shewed a decline of £541,793. 
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The following table affords a more detailed comparison:-— 

Heads of Expenditure. 1917. 1918. 
• 

Increase. Decrease. 

1. The Governor £6,876 £5,853 1,023 
2. Supreme Court . 11,716 12,335 £619 . 
3. Law Officers 4,495 3,795 —— 700 
4. Colonial Secretary's 

3,795 

Office and Legisla
ture 12,364 12,693 329 —. 

5. Printing Office 13,879 11,103 . . 2,776 
6. Political Administration 77,548 72,541 — 5,007 
7. Treasury 16,635 13,907 . 2,728 
8. Audit Department 5,114 5,540 426 . 
9. Customs 37,480 31,035 

, 6,445 
10. Customs Preventive 

37,480 31,035 6,445 

Service 12,484 12,347 137 
11. Marine 3,380 2,649 . 731 
12. Accra Harbour Main

3,380 

tenance 37,170 25,797 11,373 
13. Railways 196,069 19^,522 1,453" 

11,373 

14. Posts and Telegraphs 55,573 65,368 9,795 
15. Transport Department 5,014 5,851 837 
16. Medical Department . . 58,413 59,886 1,473 
17. Sanitation 57,012 57,613 601 —* 

18. Veterinary 680 842 162 , 
19. Education 33,619 43,754 10,135 . 
20. Agriculture . . t 15,901 , 15,891 - 10 
21. Forestry 1,992 1,163 829 
22. Mines . . 2,320 2,535 215 — 
23. Geological Survey 1,371 3,554 2,183 — • 

24. Gold Coast Regiment 85,119 82,403 —. 2,716 
25. Volunteers 1,872 1,479 —. 393 
26. Police . . 60,551 58,245 —, 2,306 
27. Prisons 26,576 28,736 2,160 
28. Public Cemeteries 1,848 1,972 124 — 
29. Northern Territories 

Constabulary \ 12,378 12,818 440 . 
30. Miscellaneous Services . 20,558 37,368 16,810 
31. Pensions and Gratuities 24,878 26,362 1,484 . 
32. Public Debt Charges . . 136,885 142,751 5,866 
33. Public Works Dept. . . 62,770 57,563 , 5,207 
34. Public Works Annually 

62,770 5,207 

Recurrent 64,325 64,398 73 
35. Accra Water Works 

64,325 

Maintenance 7,337 9,240 1,903 — 
Carried forward . . 1,172,202 

J 

1,186,909 57,088 42.381 
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Heads of Expend ituie. 1917. 1918. - •* Increase, Deciea8e. 

Brought forward 

• 1 " ' « • • • " — 

£1,172,202 £1,186,909 £57,088 £42,381 

36. Public Works Extra-
ordinary 

37. Railways-Capital 
Improvements 

38. Posts and Telegraphs 
Extraordinary 

39. Special Works 
40. Repayment of Loans . . 
41. War Contribution to 

Imperial Govt. . . 
42. War Expenses 

106,689 

29,574 

7,116 
48,682 
15,000 

20,000 
25,016 

67,238 

40,798 

2,526 
31,552 
20,000 

20,463 

11,224 

5,000 

39,451 

4,590 
17,130 

20,000 
4,553 

£1,424,279 £1,369,486 
1 

£73,312 £128,105 

Comparing the figures for 1918 and 1917 we find that ordinary expenditure 
increased by £14,707 from £1,172,202 to £1,136,909 and extraordinary expendi
ture decreased by £69,500 from £252,077 to £182,577.- The only noteworthy 
increases under ordinary expenditure were under Posts and Telegraphs (an 
increase about£10,000 due chiefly to increase in cost of materials;) Education 
(an increase of about the same amount, due to the taking over by the Govern
ment of the Basel Mission Schools); Miscellaneous Services (an increase of 
about £17,000 due to increased War Bonuses) and Public Debt Charges (an 
increase of about £5,600 due to provision having to be made for a full year's 
instalment of sinking fund on the 1914 loan). The various decreases under 
ordinary expenditure may be attributed to the non-filling of vacancies, non-
receipt of indents, and general retrenchments, except that under Accra Harbour 
Maintenance which is due to the abandonment of sand-pumping operations. 
Of the heads of extraordinary expenditure all showed a decrease due to 
curtailment of programmes except Railways Capital Improvements and 
Repayment of Loans. The saving of the entire amount estimated for War 
Contribution to Imperial Government is owing to the temporary suspension 
of the contribution. 
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The yearly revenue and expenditure for the period 1914 to 1918 is shown 
in the following table:— 

Year. Revenue. Expenditure. 

1914 ». . . . . £1,331,713 £1,755,850 
1915 . . 1,456,130 1,627,015 
1916 1,835,989 1,465,946 
1917 1,624,124 1,424,279 
1918 1,298,674 1,369,486 

LOAN WORKS STATEMENT. 

There was no .expenditure during the year charged to Loan Account as 
the total amount realized from loans raised to date had already been entirely 
expended. Expenditure, however, was continued on certain works which 
had not yet been completed and was defrayed from surplus funds. The 
appended statement shows particulars of this:— 

Provided Provided Total Expen
out of Loan, out of diture to 

Funds. Revenue end. of 1918. 
(surplus 
funds,) 

Seccondee-Coumassie Railway . . £1,812,556 £1,812,556 
Accra-Mangoase Railway . . 300,000 £95,264 395,264 
Tarquah-Prcstea-Broomassie 

Railway 135,000 26,837 161,837 
Accra Harbour Works 158,000' 125,682 283,692 
Seccondee Harbour Works 1^8,312 61,406 229,718 
Accra Water Works . . \ , . 200,000 58,501 258,501 
Seccondee Water Works . . 156,817 49,601 . 206,478 

£2,930,685 £417,351 £3,348,036 

All of the above items are now actually or practically completed. The 
Accra-Mangoase Railway has been extended northward as far as Tafo out of 
surplus funds, the expenditure on this account being £252,254, 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

The excess of assets over liabilities on 1st January, 1918, was £862,710. 
On the 31st December it was reduced to £791,897 owing to the excess of 
expenditure over revenue that has been already noticed. 

Excluding £600,000 invested in War Loan there was at 31st December, 
1918, an available " liquid" balance of assets amounting to £130,000 
approximately. 

'fi The public debt of the Colony was reduced during the year from £3,409,118 
to £3,389,118 by the repayment of £20,000 to the Imperial Government. 

The amount standing to the credit of the Sinking Fund for the amortisation 
of the funded portion of the Public Debt on 31st December, 1918, was £288,132. 
£31,630 contributions from general revenue and £10,436 interest on Sinking 
Fund investments living been added during the year. 

Apart from investments on account of Sinking Fund which amounted 
to £288,132, the investments of the Government on 31st December, 1918, 
were £733,701—£500,000 of this was on account of surplus funds, the, remain
der being on account of amounts on deposit for special purposes. 

CURRENCY. 

Silver coin received from the Currency Board and put into circulation 
during the year was as follows :— 9 

Balance in hands of Currency Officer on 1st January, 1918 £218,000 
Transferred from Note Redemption Fund . . . . . . 49,000 
Received from Currency Board during year . . . . . . 287,200 

£554,200 
Issued during the year . . .« . . 554,200 

Balance in hands of Currency Officer on 31st December, 1918 £ 

No nickel coin was received during the year. The total face value of this 
coin imported from 1912 to 1917 inclusive was £10,567. 

At the 31st December, 1918, West African Currency Notes to the value 
of £238,045 were in circulation, being an increase of £200,500 since 31st Decem
ber, 1917, on which date the# amount was £37,545 only. The denominations 
of these notes were as follows 

1918. 1917. 

20/- Notes . . . . £114,995 £24,495 
10/- „ . . . . 95,000 12,000 
2/- „ . . 28,050 1,050 

£238,045 £37,545 
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Besides the West African Notes referred to above at 31st December, 1918, 
a large amount of Imperial notes were in circulation. Of this amount £50,000 
were issued by the Board on account of a temporary shortage in the supply of 
West African Notes. 

BANKING. 

The usual Government accounts at the various branches of the Bank of 
British West Africa Ltd. throughout the Colony were maintained during the 
year. Representatives of the Colonial Bank arrived in the Colony towards the 
close of 1916 and the Bank opened branches at Accra in February 1917 and at 
Seccondee in June 1917. Government opened accounts at both branches in 
September 1917 and these were also maintained during the year under review, 

MUNICIPAL BODIES. 

Town Councils are established at Accra, Cape Coast and Seccondee. 

The following table shows their Revenue and Expenditure for the 
past five years : -

19U. 1915. 1916. 

Revenue. Fxpendi-
ture. 

lievenue. Expendi
ture. 

Revenue. . Expendi
ture. 

Accra 
Seccondee 
Cape Coast 

f 
11,156 
5,521 
5,288 

£ 
11,340 
5,551 
3,966 

£ 
13,108 
5,247 
3,335 

£ 
11,516 
5,223 
5,161 

£ 
13,848 
5,690 
4,521 

> £ 
13,403 
5,324 
4,223 

1917. 1918. 

• Revenue. Expendi
ture. 9 * 

Revenue. Expendi
ture. 

Accra 
Seccondee.. 
Cape Coast 

» . 

• * 

* . 

£ ' 
13,986 
5,923 
4,137 

£ 
15,766 
5,564 
4,538 

£ 
13,454 (a) 
6,180 (b) 
4,346 (c) 

£ 
13,251 
6,089 
3,649 

a. Includes Grant-in-aid of £3,600 from Government. 

b. do. do. „ 1,250 ,, „ 

CF do. do. „ 1,000 „ •„ 
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HI.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 

IMPORTS. 

The total value of all goods imported into the Colony during 1918 (exclud
ing Bullion and Specie, the expenses thereon, and the value of free goods 
imported across the inland frontiers) amounted to £2,919,915 as against the 
corresponding figure of £3,219,099 for 1917~a decrease of £299,184 or 9%. 

This total is made up of goods imported on behalf of the Colonial Govern
ment valued at £181,936 and Commercial imports (excluding Bullion, Specie, 
and free goods imported across the inland frontiers) valued at £2,737,979. 

Imports on behalf of the Colonial Government show a decrease of £74,130 
or 29% as compared with 1917—due entirely to economies in view of the 
declining Revenue and the difficulty of obtaining materials. 

Commercial Imports (other than Bullion, Specie, and free goods imported 
across the inland frontiers) show a decrease of £226,475 or over 700. This 
small decrease, however, represents only a small proportion of the total decline 
in the value of imports. Were it not for the enormous increases in the price 
of commodities during the year the decrease shown would have been much 
greater. 

The values of the various commodities imported during 1918 as compared 
with the figures for the previous year are recorded in detail in the annexed 
table " A . " 



T A B L E " A . " 

T H E FOLLOWING IS A COMPARATIVE TABLE OP THE QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES 
OF IMPORT FOR THE YEARS 1917 AND 1918. 

1917. 1918. Increase Decrease 
Articles. in Value. in Value. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Ale and Porter (Gallons) 27,771 
£ • 

7,323 58,579 
£ 

' 2;,675 14,352 
Apparel, Wearing — 97,786 73,135 24,651 
Beads . . . . *.. . . — 32,480 —- 10,918 • 21,562 
Beef and Pork (fibs.) 334,841 8,411 171,705 4,763 . 3,648 
Brass and Copperware ... 6,020 3,343 2,677 
Bread and Biscuits (cwts.) 1,735 3,998 278 | 814 3,184 
Building Materials — 71,262 75,530 4,268 
Coal (tons) 
Coopers' Stores 

31,800 132,980 10,663 55,332 77,648 Coal (tons) 
Coopers' Stores 10,612 — 26,304 15,692 
Cordage (cwts.) . . . . 7,595 58,393 4,817 52,730 — 5,663 
Cotton Yarn and Twist (fibs.) 269,119 28,905 128,515 19,760 9,145 
Cotton Goods other than Yarn & Twist 

28,905 

(fibs.) . . . . 4,187,540 565,143 3,571,871 655,301 90,158 
Earthemware . . . -

4,187,540 
23,024 10,302 12,722 

Flour (cwts.) 37,360- 56,603 7,975 13,548 43,055 
Furniture . . . . . . 

37,360-
37,900 16,6i6 21,284 

Gunpowder (fibs.) . . . . . 77,073 3,437 121,892 8,428 4,991 
Guns and Pistols . . 6,087 24,273 1,745 10,461 13,812 
Hardware . . • i 124,257 77,867 • 46,390 
Lumber (Sup. Ft.) 1,921,814 ?8,559 2,544,614 59,861 31,302 



TABLE A—continued. 

Articles. 
1917 • 1918. Increase 

in Value. 
Decrease 

in Vatee. 
Articles. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Increase 
in Value. 

Decrease 
in Vatee. 

Machinery . . . - •• — • • •. £100,231 £118,596 £18,365 ~— 

Oil (Petroleum) (Gallons) 1,558,733 69,302 893,606 74,048 4,746 — 

Perfumery 61,971 — 24,658 —- £37.313 
Provisions — 113,141 — 72,038 — 41,103 
Railway Plant and Rolling Stock 10,689 — 15,112 4,423 • 

Rice (cwts.) . . . . 55,719 73,075 22,764 49,098 — 23,977 
Salt (cwts.) . . 73,227 20,934 132,666 53,840 32,906 
Silk Goods 7,128 6,357 . 771 
S6ap (cwts.) 39,907 58,267 39,003 88,691 30,424 
Spirits (Gallons) . . . . • ..." 919,370 213,325 438,964 166,812 — • • . 46,513 
Sugar (cwts.) 16,109 38,324 1,683 4,680 — 33,644 
Tobacco (including Cigars & Cigarettes) 82,494 95,331 12,837 
Vehicles—Carriages and Carts (Number) 477 5,976 279 4,055 1,921 

„ Motor Cars and Lorries (Num
ber) 388 116,579 61 64,059 52,520 

„ Motor Cycles (Number) 102 5,017 52 3,646 1,371 
„ Other Cycles (Number) 550 7,208 185 4,468 2,740 

"Woollen Goods 5,881 — 5,484 397 
Wines (Gallons) . . . . . . . . 27,366 16,450 13,119 10,941 5,509 
Bullion and Specie 167,381 —— • 
Other Articles (including Postal Parcels) 891,741 861,313 30,428 

Total value of all Articles . . 3,386,480 *2,9!9,915 264,464 563,648 

* Excluding Bullion and Specie. Nett Decrease £299,184 
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The principal increases in Imports were:— 

Cotton Goods excluding Yarn and Twist * . £90,158 or 1«% 
Salt «• t 32,906,, 157% 

Lumber . . . . >. . . . . . 31,302 „ 110% 

Soap . . . . . . . . . . . 30,424 „ 52% 
Machinery . . . . . . v 18,365 „ 18% 
Spirits (other kinds) . . . 16,484 „ 66% 

Cooper Stores . . . 15,692 „ 148% 

Ale and Porter . . . . . 14,352 „ 196% 

Tobacco unmanufactured 8,463 „ 26% 

These are accounted for as follows:— 

Cotton Goods—due solely to increased prices. The quantity imported 
was actually 15% less than in 1917. 

Salt—The quantity imported in 1918 was only 81% more than in 1917. 
The remainder of the increase is due to increased prices. The increase in 
quantity was due to the fact that the exportation of the commodity from the 
United Kingdom was not restricted during the year. 

Lumber—The increase in quantity was only 32%. The remainder 
of the increase was due to increased prices. The increase in quantity did 
not quite compensate for the decrease that occurred in 1917. 

Soap—due solely to increased prices—The quantity imported was 
slightly less than in 1917. 

Machinery—This was probably due entirely to increased prices. 

Sprits—(other kinds). The quantity imported was 23% greater than in 
1917. The remainder of the increase was in prices alone. The quantity 
i m ^ r W ™ to M o w th.t imported in 1916. , 

« 

Coopers Stores—The increase was probably in price alone. The value 
however is only slightly more than that of the imports for 1916. 

Ale and Porter—The quantity imported shows an increase of 111%, 
but this does not compensate for the decrease that occurred in 1917. The 
remainder of the increase is due to prices. 

Tobacco unmanufactured. The increase is solely in price. The quantity 
imported was actually 43% less than in 1917. 
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The principal decreases were :• 

Coal £77,648 or 
63,465 „ 
52,520 „ 
46,390 „ 
43,055 „ 
41,103 „ 
37,313 „ 
33,644 „ 
24,651 „ 
23,977 „ 
21,562 „ 
21,284 „ 
13,812 „ 
12,722 „ 

58% 
44% 
45% 
37% 
76% 
36% 
60% 
88% 
25% 
33% 
66% 
56% 
57% 
65% 

Spirits (Rum) • • . • ~. 
Vehicles—Motor Cars and Lorries 
Hardware 
Flour . 
Provisions 
Per?umerv 

¥ 

Sugar 

Jj ice • • • # • i 

Beads 
Jnitniture 
Guns and Pistols 
Earthenware 

These are accounted for as follows;— 
Coal—due principally to the prohibitive price of Coal from the United 

Kingdom and the fact that local firewood was turned into a fairly satisfactory 
substitute on the Railways. 

Rum, Motor Lorries, and Hardware—Due to lack of supplies and shipping 
facilities from the United States of America consequent on the United States 
of America joining in the War. 

Flour—This followed another considerable decrease in 1917 and must 
be regarded also as one of the consequences of the United States of America 
joining in the War. Flour was one of the restricted artioles of export from the 
United States of America during the year. 

Provisions -due to what was practically prohibition of exports from the 
United Kingdom and the indequacy of substitutes from the United States of 
America. 

Perfumery—due to the difficulty of obtaining supplies from the United 
Kingdom. 

Sugar—Another consequence of the United States of America joining in 
the War. 

Wearing Apparel- due to the difficulty of obtaining supplies from the 
United Kingdom. 

4 Rice—due to the difficulty of obtaining supplies from the United King
dom and United States df America. 

Beads, Furniture, Guns and Pistols and Earthenwares-due to tbe difficulty 
of obtaining supplies from the United Kingdom. 

From the above it will be seen that all the decreases were due to causes 
directly connected with the War. 

The following comparison between the percentage of decrease in quanti
ties and those of decrease in values of certain imported goods as compared 
with 1917 is interesting. It calls for no explanation. 
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Beef and Pork 
Bread and Biscuits 
Coal 
Cordage 
Flour 
Rice 
Spirits—Rum 
Sugar 
Wines Sparkling 

Still 

Decrease per cent, 
in quantity. 

40% 
84% 

Decrease per cent, 
in value. 

37% 
79% 
59% 
57% 
90% 
59% 
51% 

43% 
80% 
58% 
10% 
76% 
33% 
44% 
88% 

% 
The following two tables also—the first showing increases per cent, in 

quantities and values and the second showing decreases per cent, in quantities 
but increases per cent, in value—may not be without interest. 

Increase per cent. Increase per cent, 
in quantity. in value. 

Ale, Beer and Porter 
Gunpowder 
Lumber 
Salt 
Spirits other 

111% 
57% 
32% 
81% 
23% 

190% 
145% 
110% 
157% 
66% 

Articles which show an increase in value but a decrease ia quantity. 
Decrease per cent. Increase per cent, 

in quantity. in value. 

Cotton Goods (excluding Yarn 
and Twists) . . 

Oils Petroleum . . 
Soap 
Spirits Gin and Geneva 
Cigars 
Cigarettes 
Tobacco unmanufactured 

16% 
43% 

16% 
7% 

f0 
41% 
64% 
12% 
43% 

0 

1% 

11% 

The Commercial Imports for the six years ending with 1918 were valued 
as follows:— 

1913 . . £3,250,673 
1914 . . 3,158,171 
1915 . . 3,116,686 
1916 . . 4,881,920 
1917 . . 2,964,453 
1918 . . 2,636,47 

The annexed table " B " shows the value of imports (exclusive of specie) 
derived from the principal supplying countries in 1918 and each of the five 
preceding years, and the percentages arrived at by comparing the several 
figures with the total imports for the year. 
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T H E FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS THE VALUE OF IMPORTS (EXCLUSIVE OF SPECIE) DERIVED FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
SUPPLYING COUNTRIES IN 1917 AND EACH OF THE FOUR PRECEDING YEARS, AND THE PERCENTAGES ARRIVED 

AT B Y COMPARING THE SEVERAL FIGURES WITH THE TOTAL IMPORTS FOR THE YEAR. 

Country 
1913. 

i 
i 

i i • 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 
Country i V" 

of O o . 
* 

bA. • © 

Origin. Value. I ' l l Value. p ^ Value. Value. 

ce
nt

aj
 

T
ot

al
 

Value. 
ss 
dp Value.* 

<* . 

i s 
f—1 r1 t 1 

j 

© © 

United Kingdom 

1 
£ £ £ £ £ 

1 

United Kingdom 2,468,604 70% 2,660,68: 74% .',734,991 79% 3*860,765 75% 2,235,439 69% 2,125,002 73% 
Germany . . 386,670 11% 289,28$ 8% 9,83£ 128 

75% 

France 44,299 1% 32,97£ 1% 37,2£5 1% 77,089 2 % 56,429 2 % 17,517 
United States of America 251,742 7% 270.17C 8% 349,106 -0% 751,225 ^5% 723,182 22% 615,673 21% 
Holland 189,165 5% 170,8K' 5% i£9,644 6% 217,976 4 % 81,783 3 % 47,-065 2 % 
Nigeria 3,5 1% 24,31 f 1% 36,o5jl 1% 75,902 2 % 60,413 2 % 44,565 2 % 
Other Foreign Countries 124,964 4 % 121,071 S°/c 95,586 3 % 81,759 2 % 56,801 2 % 59,636 2 % 

Other British Colonies i 6,471 , 6;̂ Ti,V 

* Exclusive of Bullion and Specie. 
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This table shows that whereas in 1916 the United Kingdom contributed 
75 per cent, (in value) of our imports, this percentage dropped to 69 per cent, 
in 1917 and again rose oo 73 per cent in the return for the period now under 
review. 

Reference has been made to the importation o | Spirits into the Colony, 
and to the revenue derived therefrom in the Financial Section of this Report. 

No other feature of the Import Trade of the Colony during 1917 calls 
for special mention* 

EXPORTS. 

The total value of all Exports (excluding gold Auriferous by-products 
and Specie) from the Colony during 1918 amounted to £2,641,927. 

Of this amount £1,460 represents the value of exports made on behalf 
of Government whilst the value of Commercial Exports exclusive of gold 
Auriferous by—products and Specie was £2,640,467, a decrease of £1,147,802 
or 30 per cent, from the corresponding figures for 1917. 

The various items in the list of Exports are analysed in the annexed 
Table " 0 " which shews the quantities and the values as compared with those 
for the previous year. 



T A B L E " 0 . " 
THE FOLLOWING IS A COMPARATIVE TABLE OP THE QUANTITIES AND VALUES OF THE PRINCIPAL ARTICLES 

OF EXPORT FOR THE YEARS 1916, 1917 AND 1918. 

ARTICLES. 
1916. 1917. 1918. 

Increase 
in value 

Decrease 
in value. 

ARTICLES. Increase 
in value 

Decrease 
in value. 

• 

£ £ 

, 
• 

Cocoa (Tons) 72,161 3,847,720 90,964 3,146,851 66,343 1,796,985 - 1,349,866 
Kola Nuts (lbs.) 6,760,898 130,566 11,984,645 239,134 13,254,538 262,144 23,010 

1,349,866 

Copra (Tons) 633 14,384 736 19,916 99 2,772 
23,010 

17,144 
Auriferous By-Products (Ste.)* 101,377 41,262 37,501 22,316 

2,772 
. — -

17,144 

Lumber—Native Timber (Sup. -

Ft.) . . . . 10,334,793 93,980 7,481,468 69,128 14,680,823 137,649 68,521 
Palm Kernels Tons) 5,857 85,899 4,768 74,911 8,933 152,921 78,010 
Palm Oil (Gallons 450,360 38,299 198,900 24,770 670,867 83,689 58,919 —— 

2,215,973 78,865 2,961,204 110,272 1,391,097 57,006 
58,919 

53,266 
Specie** . . •• . . . . • 239,772 834,507 
Other Articles 44,912 104,637 1 • 146,305 41,668 

* Figures not published in Blue Book for 1918. 
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The principal items showing an increase in the value of the quantities 
exported as compared with the previous year were as follows :— 

Palm Kernels.—(Increase of £78,010 or 104 per cfent. in value and of 
4,165 tons or 87 per cent, in quantity). This is due partly to the slump in the 
Cocoa market which turned the natives more to the Palm industries, partly 
to the increased prices obtainable, and partly to the fact that throughout 
the year Palm products were given a privileged position as regards space on 
steamers. Palm Kernel exports this year have reached the highest figure 
since 1913 but it is to be feared that with the revival of the Cocoa market 
Palm products will be neglected again. Practically all went to the United 
Kingdom. 

Palm Oil—(Increase in value £58,919 or 238 per cent, and increase of 
471,967 gallons or 237 per cent, in quantity). The remarks about Palm 
Kernels apply to Palm oil also except that in the case of the latter there was no 
increase in price. Ail went to the United Kingdom. 

Lumber.-—(Increase of £68,621 or 99 per cent, in value and of 7,199,355 
super feet or 96 per cent, in quantity). This is only a partial revival of a trade 
which since the outbreak of War had suffered enormously. The revival was 
due partly to the greater number of schooners of all nationalities available 
to carry timber to the United States of America—practically the only market 
during the year—and partly to a greater demand for the product in the United 
States of America for making Aeroplane propellers. 

Kola NtUs.— (Increase in value £23,010 or 10 per cent, increase in quantity 
1,269,893 lbs. or 11 per cent.). This is due to the regularity with which the 
Coasting Steamer Service was maintained with Nigeria—the principal market 
throughout the year. 

The principal items showing a decrease in the value of quantities exported 
as compared with the previous year were as follows 

Cocoa.—(Decrease of £1,349,866 or 43 per cent, in value and of 24,621 
tons or 27 per cent, in quantity). The whole of this decrease is accounted for 
by the difficulty of obtaining shipping. . 

For reasons of national importance; ships were compelled to give preference 
to freights of Palm Oil, Kernels and Ground Nuts, and when such freights 
were available, they were not permitted to take Cocoa. This resulted in 
homeward-bound vessels passing the Gold Coast laden with Oil Produce from 
Nigeria, with consequent loss to our Cocoa Trade. 

The United States of America took nearly one third of the year's exports, 
as against about one-eighth of those of 1916. France took less than in 1916. 
The quantity taken by the United Kingdom was slightly in excess of that 
taken in 1916, which must be attributed to heavy shipments having been 
made prior to the restrictions on Cocoa imports into the United Kingdom 
coming into operation. 
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The amount collected as Export duty on cocoa during 1918 amounted 
to £131,097 as compared with £212,045 in 1917. (In 1916, however, it must be 
remembered that this duty came into force only on October 1st). In 1917 
too this revenue was affected by a reduction of the duty from £d. to \d. per lb. 
as from the 1st December. This reduction was conceded in fulfilment of a 
promise made when the duty was first imposed, that if prices sank so low 
as to cause hardship to the cocoa farmer, the amount of the duty would be 
reconsidered. The reduction is estimated to have cost the Revenue of 1918 
£31,000. 

Rubber.—(Decrease in value £53,266 or 48 per cent, decrease in quantity 
1,570,107 lbs. or 53 per cent.). This was due to the prohibition of the importa
tion of rubber into the United Kingdom during the greater part of the year 
due in turn to shortage of shipping, Thê  United States of America took a 
considerably increased quantity as compared with 1917, but this fell far short 
of compensation for the loss in the United Kingdom market. 

Copra.—(Decease £17,144 or 86 per cent in value and 637 tons or 87 per 
cent, in quantity). This was due principally to the difficulty of getting ships 
to call at Quittah the principal port for the shipment of the product. 

It is not easy to account for these decreases, since prices stood higher than 
ever before, and there was no lack of demand. The depression of the Cocoa-
market shouldhave the effect of stimulating the trade in this particular quarter, 
but that effect has clearly not been attained as yet. 

The values of the total exports (exclusive of specie) sent to the principal 
consuming countries in' 1918 and each of the five preceding years are shown 
in the annexed Table " D." 



TABLE " D . " 

T H E FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS THE VALUE OF EXPORTS (EXCLUSIVE OF SPECIE) SENT TO THE PRINCIPAL CONSUMING 
COUNTRIES IN 1918 AND EACH OF THE FIVE PRECEDING YEARS, AND THE PERCENTAGES ARRIVED AT B Y 

COMPARING THE SEVERAL FLGURIFIS WITH THE TOTAL IMPORTS FOR THE YEAR. 

1 1913. 1914 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918 

Countrv f' 
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Origin. Value. 
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Value. . 
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A0 P* <= C? O 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom . . 3,416,637 68% 3,028,997 68% 1,370,377 75% 3,453,888 62% 3,588,743 65% 1,243,810 47% 
Germany 899,468 17% 554,632 12% 

75% 
— — 

France 455,583 9% 528,780 12% 963,634 16% 1,374,815 24% 666.249 12% 67,369 3 % 
UiJited States of America 101,055 2 % 93,383 2 % 329,466 6% 603,772 12% 1,005,2041 18% 971,079 37% 
Nigeria 145,023 3% 141,968 3% 139,247 2 % 130,913 2 % 242,736 4 % 272,260 10% 
Other British Colonies 

3% — 3% 
— . 

2 % 
2,036 • .26,873 1% 

Other Foreign Countries 

J 

25,450 60,536 2 % 

Exclusive of Bullion, Specie, Gold and Auriferous by Products. 
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Imports. Exports. Totd. 
£* £* £* 

Seccondee . . 1,176,243 733,442 1,909,685 
A.ccra . . *. . . 1,030,909 1,295,939 2,326,848 
Winnebah . . 140,788 173,483 314,271 
Saltpond . . 100,341 143,011 243,352 
Cape Coast . . . . 128,502 88,103 216,605 
Addah . . 41,102 79,594 
Quittah . . 111,993 2j9ii« 114,920 
Axim . . 27,259 107,623 134,882 
Appam 3,583 15,902 19,485 
Half Assinie . . . . 41,083 36,945 78,028 
•Exclusive of Bullion, Specie, Gold and Auriferous by-products. 

A diminution in the trade of the smaller ports is particularly noticeable 
and is due to a certain disinclination which has naturally been manifested by 
masters of vessels, since the quantity of shipping available fell below normal 
requirements, to call at the smaller ports where lading facilities are limited 
and slow, and where delay would in consequence be involved. Steamers to 
the number of 210 with a tonnage of 488,3(36 entered the ports of the Colony 
during the year as compared with 313 having a tonnage of 705,584 in 1917. 
This decline is smaller than would have been expected in view of the eerious 
destruction of shipping which has taken place. 

The following table shows the total shipping entering the ports of the 
Colony during the last six*years. 

Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1913 . . • • . . 692 , 1,511,197 1 851 
1914 . . . . 637 1,413,009 1 751 
1915 . . • 0 . . 354 818,356 8 7,259 
1916 . . • • . . 340 766,315 20 16,331 
1917 . . ..." 313 705,584 23 16,902 
1918 . . #•• . . 210 488,366 • 46 50,819 

t 

TOTAL TRADE. , 

The total value of the sea-borne trade of the Colony (excluding Bullion, 
Specie, Gold and Auriferous by-products) amounted to £5,647,659—a decrease 
of £1,444,996 or 21% as compared with the corresponding figure for 1917. 
Add to this the total value of dutiable imports and exports across the inland 
frontier, £14,183, and we get £5,561,842 as the total valae of the trade of the 
Colony during the year, a decrease of £1,446,876 or 21% as compared with 
1917. Again deducting from this the value of Government Imports and 
Exports, £183,396 we get the figure £5,378,446 as representing the total Com
mercial trade of the Colony (excluding Gold, Specie and Bullion of course) 
a decrease of £1,372,856 or 20%. 

PRINCIPAL IMPORTS. 

The following table gives the value of imports and exports which passed 
through the principal ports of the Colony during 1918 
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Nationality. 
1916. 1917. 

Nationality. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 

British 
French . . 
Spanish 
Norwegian 
Greek . . .* . . 
Danish 
Portuguese . . . 
U.S.A% . . .*. . . 

283 
55 

1 

21 

642,346 
122,237 

14 

18,049 

262 
41 

1 
5 
2 
3 
3 

19 

609,449 
82,781 

1,257 
5,322 
3,989 
3,450 
1,009 

15,229 

Total . . 360 782,646 336 722,486 

trma 

Nationality. 
1918. 

Nationality. 
No. Tons. 

British 206 476,377 
French 13 25,769 
Danish . . 1 1,100 
Portuguese 5 5,113 
Spanish 1 1,257 
Canadian 1 762 
Italian 6 8,950 
American 22 18,020 
Russian 1 1,837 

Total 256 539,185 

• SPIRITS. Gallons. 

Total Gallons imported . . . . . . . . 438,964 

Total Gallons entered for Home Consumption . . . . „ 452,269 

Gallonage at 100 Degrees converted from Liquid Gallons 
varying in Strength . . . . . . . . . . „ 209,896 

Declared value . . . . . . . . . . y. . . £166,812 
Revenue derived from Duties • | . /!20l,974 

The nationality of the vessels which entered the Ports of the Colony 
during 1916, 1917 and 1918 is shewn in the following table:— 
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CONFIDENTIAL SUPPLEMENT ON GOLD, BULLION AND SPECIE IMPORTED 
AND EXPORTED DURING 1918. 

.The total value of Specie imported during the year amounted to £336,284 
as compared with £165,962 in 1917—an increase of £170,322 or 103%. 

2. The total value of Bullion imported during the year amounted to 
£1,392 as compared with £1,419 in 1917 a decrease of £27 or 2%. 

3. The total value of Specie exported during the year amounted to £446,358 
as compared with £834,507 in 1917 a decrease of £388,149 or 47%. 

4. The total value of Cold and Auriferous by-Products exported during 
theyear amounted to £1,384,640 as compared with £1,740,799 in 1917 a decrease 
of £356,159 or 21%. 

MINING. 

The average number of labourers employed daily by the Mining and Dredging 
Companies was 13,918 as compared with 16,419 in 1917. There was a con
siderable shortage of labour during the second half of the year due partly 
to the influenza epidemic and partly to the labourers leaving the mines to 
work on the transport of the Cocoa crop. 

Of these labourers 13,582 were natives and 336 were Europeans. 

The number of deaths from accidents during the year was 41. The 
death rate from accidents was 2*95 per 1000,-as compared with 1.88 per 1000 
in 1917. 

In addition to gold mining, the Manganese deposits on the Dagwin 
Extension Concessions were worked throughout the year, and 30,292 tons 
were shipped 

Very large deposits o f Manganese ore have now been located on these 
two Concessions. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Cocoa:—The continued depression in the cocoa market led to a still 
more pronounced neglect of farms, and even to wholesale abandonment in the 
remoter districts where the cost of transport to the nearest buying centre 
commonly exceeded the price paid for the produce. The Director of Agriculture 
estimates that, as regards the 1917—18 crop, probably not more than three 
fourths was gathered and only one half sold. Moreover, the belief expressed 
in last year's report that a reduction in output was tending to an improvement 
in preparation of the beans has not been justified in the light of another year's 
experience. Owing partly, no doubt, to the general apathy, little success 
has hitherto attended the experiment of appointing local cocoa instructors 
under the nominal supervision of the Amanhene or Headchiefs of Ashanti 
and the Eastern Province; and there is no immediate prospect of any improve
ment in the quality of the Gold Coast variety of this produce which has unfor-
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tunately earned an unenviable reputation in this respect. Nevertheless, 
so far as can be judged, the 1918 crop was scarcely less plentiful than that of 
1917 which constituted a record; while there is scant reason to doubt that 
the somewhat inferior bean of this Colony will continue to find a ready market 
in Europe. Experiments in intensive cultivation by the Agricultural Depart
ment on previously abandoned or neglected native plots have been most 
successful, and serve to shew what might possibly be done-by compulsory 
methods of cultivation in the even)) of a serious crisis. It is to be hoped 
however, that example and encouragement will by degrees lead to similar 
results. Unfortunately the present haphazard method of shipping makes 
differentiation between good and bad cocoa difficult, so that prices are not as a 
rule dependent on quality, and thus active encouragement is lacking. * 

< 

The formation of local growers associations has been a recent feature 
and deserves encouragement, for there is little doubt that the farmers have 
been unmercifully exploited of late years by the buyers. 

The attempt to create interest in the local preparation of chocolate and 
cocoa butter made little or no progress during the year; and now that shippers 
are more eager to compete to the raw article, there is even less prospect of 
success for this venture. 

Palm ProdvMs .—The export of these products which in recent years 
has steadily declined owing to the greater lucrativeness of the cocoa industry 
has found its opportunity in the recent set back to its desp oiler. It also 
found encouragement during 1918 in the enhanced demand for oil palm products 
in Europe and their classification as priority cargo. It is to be feared, however 
that so far at least as native farmers are concerned, this revival of activity 
is only temporary and that reaction will set in as soon as the cocoa industry 
resumes its normal stride, since under ordinary local conditions cocoa is more 
easily produced and has a higher unit value. 

The best hope, therefore, of re-establishing the oil plam industry in this 
colony on its former prosperous footing seems to lie in the extension of opera
tions by European Companies, engaged in plantation and in the extraction 
of the products by machinery. There are at present two such companies 
which have carried on during the war in spite of difficulties in obtaining per
sonnel and plant, and which appear to have met with a certain measure of 
success. 

Cola, also profited by the depressed state of the cocoa market. There is a 
great demand for cola nuts in Northern Nigeria. 

One European plantation company has a considerable area in bearing 
and, it is understood, has latterly been exporting the Cola nuts direct to Kano. 
Otherwise the trade is in the hands of Haasas and natives of the Northern 
Territories. The seeds or nuts are mostly exported in a fresh state, and 
there is only a small trade in dried nuts which are bought by mercantile firms 
and shipped to Europe. 
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Plantations? of Cola are a comparatively recent feature at the various' 
Agricultural stations where the white or king Cola, the seeds of which are. 
worth three to four times as much as the ordinary variety, is now cultivated. 

Coconuts:—Encouragement has been given to the export of Copra by 
propaganda, distribution of seeds for coconut plantations and the offer of a 
bonus of £2 for every 150 palms successfully planted out. It is disappointing 
to have to record that not a single application for the bonus has yet been 
received. There has, however, been a considerable increase in plantation in 
Quittah district. So long as cocoa proves successful, the coconut will probably 
not receive the attention it deserves in inland districts; but there is more 
hope of its value being recognised on the littoral where fishermen can con
veniently and with much profit combine this industry with their premier 
occupation. 

Rubber:—The days when this Colony was the largest rubber-producing 
country in the British Empire have long since faded away, and now there is 
every indication of the wild rubber industry becoming extinct in the near 
future, owing chiefly to the fact that native methods of production cannot 
compete with European methods established in other tropical countries. 
This refers more particularly to the indigenous Funtumia rubber. Para 
rubber trees, with which experiments have been made at the Agricultural 
stations during the last few years and which has been planted by several 
European companies, as well as by natives, is found to give a much better 
yield. The Director of Agriculture also reports some improvement in the 
preparation of rubber generally by native farmers. But there is no sign of any 
widespread revival of interest in rubber export. 

Food crops:—The scarcity of imported European provisions continued 
to enhance the value of native foodstuffs, and prices ruled high chiefly owing 
to the activities of middlemen. 

This applies particularly to yams and vegetables generally which find so 
ready a market amongst Europeans, as well as amongst natives. 

The Maize crop, also devoted to local consumption, was not so good as 
usual owing to two abnormally dry months in July and August. 

Rice was again grown more extensively, owing principally to the enter
prise of immigrants from Sierra Leone and Liberia who are used to its cultiva
tion. This is a staple food in certain parts, and there seems no reason why it 
should not be grown beforejong in sufficient quantities to cut out the imported 
atticle which is becoming very dear and is not always procurable. 

Cinnamon bark:—Samples were sent to the Imperial Institute from four 
Agricultural stations, and besides being reported on in detail, were the subject 
of the following general remarks :— 

" The results of this investigation show that these cinnamon barks from 
the Gold Coast are of very good quality, as they furnish a high yield of oil which 
contains a large percentage of cinnamic aldehyde. In both these respects 
the barks are superior to Ceylon cinnamon bark." / 
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Horticulture:—There was as usual* a large distribution of decorative 
plants and seedlings. As theresult of recent efforts in this respect, the Euro
pean reservations and surroundings at Accra and elsewhere now present a very 
pleasing contrast to their bare aspect of a few years ago. A large number of 
plants were supplied to natives, shewing that their aesthetic taste is developing. 
The number of students who attended classes in Agriculture at the five stations 
of the Department during the year was 188. One King Edward VII Scholar
ship (vpjue £30, tenable for three years) was awarded in Agriculture. 

WORK CONDUCTED AT THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE DURING THE YEAR 1918 

FOR THE COLONY OP THET GOLD COAST. 

Reports on the following subjects were furnished during the year as the 
result of investigations conducted in the Scientific and Technical Research 
Department. 

Cinnamon hark—A sample of cinnamon bark prepared from-trees grown 
experimentally at the Tarquah Agricultural Station had a less delicate aroma 
than Ceylon cinnamon bark but yielded on distillation a higher percentage 
of oil, viz.—1.48 per cent. The oil was of excellent quality and was valued 
at about 5s. per oz. in London (February 1918). The value of the bark would 
have been about Is. per ft. on the same date. Samples were also sent later 
in the year from Assuantsi, Coomassie and Aburi, and the yields of oil there
from were found to be somewhat higher than the yields from the previous 
sample from Tarquah. 

It was suggested by the Imperial Institute that a few cwt. of the bark 
should be forwarded for distillation trials on larger scale in order that the 
yield of oil under commercial conditions might be determined. 

Indigo.—Specimens of a plant from which-indigo is prepared by the 
natives in the Northern Territories were forwarded to the Imperial Institute 
by the Director of Agriculture. The plant was identified at the Royal Botanib 
Gardens, Kew, as Lonchocarpus cyanescen,% Benth,, which is well known as a 
source of native indigo in West Africa. The Imperial Institute had previously 
examined the leaves of this jjlant from Sierrfc Leone and a reference was 
supplied to an article in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute (Vol. V (1907), 
p. 129) giving the results of the investigation. 

A number of enquiries relating to the products and industries of the 
Gold Coast were dealt with by the Technical Information Bureau during the 
year. 

At the request of the Gold Coast Government full particulars, including 
illustrations and prices, were furnished of suitable hand machines for husking 
rice, an operation which had previously been carried out by the natives with 
a pestle and morttr. 
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The Imperial Institute was consulted as to difficulties which were bein^ 
experienced in the Colony owing to the prohibition of the .export of wooden 
tool handles froLi the United Kingdom. In reply to this enquiry particulars 
were supplied regarding woods occurring in the Gold Coast likely to be suitable 
for making such handles. 

Information regarding Cohune nuts, a product of Central America, was 
furnished to enquirers desiring to cultivate the Cohune palm in the Gold Coast. 
In one case the object in view was the production of oil for burning in the 
lamps used in the gold mines, palm oil not having proved satisfactory in native 
hands. As it is not known whether.the Cohune palm would grow successfully 
in the Gold Coast it was suggested that the difficulty experienced in the use 
of palm oil could be overcome by making certain modifications in the lamps 
and the method of using them. 

Other subjects relating to the Gold Coast which were dealt with included ; 
cocoa and cocoa cultivation ; palm nut cracking machines ; palm oil machin
ery ; kola nuts; Ogea gum; and petroleum. General information relating 
to the Colony, its climate, resources, etc., was also supplied to enquirers. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

An article on Cinnamon Bark from the Gold Coast was published in the 
Bulletin of the Imperial Institute for 1918. 

GOLD COAST COUBT. 

The Court is in occupation by the War Office, but representations have 
been made with a view to its early release. 

IV.—LEGISLATION. 

During the yea* 1918 forty Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Council, of which the following are those of more general interest:— 

No. 1 of 1918. The Enemy Property control and disposal (Extension 
of Powers) Ordinance, 1918 was passed in order to provide for the liquidation 
of firms and concerns of enemy association not being technically corporations 
of enemy character. Under this Ordinance the liquidation of the Basel 
Mission Factory and the Basel Mission Society was undertaken. 

No. 2 of 1918. -The Recovery of Money Loans Ordinance, 1918 extends 
the powers of the Courts to re-open money-lending transactions brought 
before them, with a view to affording effective equitable relief to debtors 
victimized by harsh and unconscionable bargains. Section 3 of the Ordinance 
follows the purport of the Money Lenders Act, 1900 of thr, Imperial Parliament 
(63 and 64 Vict. Chap. 51). 

No. 10 of 1918.—The Alien Missionaries and Teachers Restriction 
Ordinance, 1918 prescribes the limitations under which alien missionaries 
and teachers are allowed to enter the Colony and to work in it. i'lie general 
principle of the Ordinance is that no alien missionary or teacher shall enter 
{be Colony except with the Governor's consent 
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Penalties ire provided for any infraction of the provisions of tbe Ordin
ance; and power is also taken to deport offenders. 

No, 11 of 1918,—The Oaths Ordinance, 1918 repeals the former law 
relating to Promissory Oaths, and makes fresh provision in that respect. 
Section 17 of the Ordinance prescribes the form and manner in which oaths 
may be taken, and inter alia follows the Oaths Act, 1909 of the Imperial 
Parliament (9 Edw, VII. Chap. 39) in rendering the unhygienic practice 
of " kissing the book " no longer obligatory. 

Subsection (4) of the same section declares the officers who by law are 
authorized to administer oaths and to perform certain notarial functions. 

No. 16 of 1918.—The Stamp Ordinance, 1889, Amendment Ordinance, 
1918 effects a general increase in the stamp fees in accordance with the scale 
set forth in the new Schedule; this increase being effected for the purpose 
of raising additional revenue. 

No. 22 of 1918.—The Concessions Ordinance, 1900, Amendment Ordin
ance, 1918. 

Section 2 of this Ordinance directs that notice of a concession shall be 
served on the owners and occupiers of lands contiguous to the area comprised 
in the concession; the object being to enable their representations to be 
preferred without delay if it shall appear that any land of such owners or 
occupiers has been improperly included in the area granted by such concession. 

Section 3 directs the Concessions Court to /e attention to the questions 
whether a concession area includes any fetish land, and what the effection 
the interest of the grantor or concessionaire of the existence thereon of such 
fetish land may be. 

No. 25 of 1918.—The Supreme Court Ordinance, 1876, Further Amend
ment Ordinance, 1918. 

Section 3 of this Ordinance provides that from the first day of January, 
1919 no person other than a Law Officer shall practise as a solicitor unless 
he shall first have taken out an annual licence to practise. This provision 
is enforced by a penalty of fifty pounds, and "also by imposing on practitioners 
contravening it certain disabilities, which measure has been adapted from 
that laid down in section 39 of the Stamp Aet, 1870 of the Imperial Parliament 
(33 and 43 Vict. Chap. 97). 

No. 26 of 1918.—The Patents Ordinance, 1916, Amendment Ordinance, 
1918 provides for petitions relating to patents to be lodged at the office of the 
Registrar of Patents at Accra instead of being sent to the Colonial Secretary 
as at present. This modification of practice will prove of general convenience 
both to the public and to the departments concerned, 

No. 27 of 1918.—The Diseases of Animals Ordinance, 1918 makes 
provision for the prevention of the spread of epizootic disease. The desir-
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ability of its enactment had been emphasized by the local prevalence of cattle 
plague whieh had already led to widespread fatality among cattle in the 
Colony. 

Certain epizoStic diseases are named in section 2 of the Ordinance, and by 
section 3 the Governor in Council is authorized tq add to them, if necessary, 
as occasion may require. 

Section 5 of the Ordinance requires a Veterinary Authority to be notified 
of any cases or suspected cases of epizoStic disease, and section 6 provides 
for the isolation of infected animals. 

Sections 8 and 9 of the Ordinance provide for the inspection by a Veteri
nary Authority of animals suspected to be infected, and also for the per
formance of autopsies where that course is thought desirable; while section 
10 defines the powers of a Veterinary Authority with respect to disinfection, 
destruction, and so on. 

Under section 4 of the Ordinance the Governor in Council has power 
to proclaim "infected areas; " and section 11 lays down the provisions 
which will thereupon apply to such areas, These include registration of 
owners and animals, and also restriction on the movements of animals with 
respect to their entering and leaving such areas. • 

Section 14 provides for payment of compensation in approved cases to 
persons who may have sustained loss by reason of measures taken under the 
provisions of the Ordinance. 

No. 28 of 1918.—The Legal Documents (restriction on preparation) 
Ordinance, 191b. 

The purport of this Ordinance is to prevent unqualified persons from 
preparing for gain legal instruments relating to land. 

No. 34 of 1918.—The West African Currency Notes Ordinance, 1918 
provides for the making of legal tender in the Gold Coast Colony the currency 
notes issued by the West African Currency Board; and Ordinance No. 39 
of 1918, namely the Currency Offences Ordinance, 1918, makes provision 
with the object of preventing acts tending to depreciate such currency notes 
as also the Imperial Treasury Notes which are likewise legal tender in the 
Gold Coast Colony. 

No. 35 of I918.—The Boy Scouts Association Ordinance, 1918. 

Section 3 prohibits the unauthorized public use of the uniform and other 
equipment of the Association. 

Section 4 prohibits Boy Scouts, unless otherwise so lawfully entitled, 
from passing themselves off as Police Officers, or as officers of the Government 
or of any native authority or tribunal. 

Section 5 prohibits the unauthorized organization of any body passing 
themselves off as Boy Scouts or as otherwise connected with the Boy Scouts 
Association, 
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No* 40 of 1918,—The Basel Mission Ordinance, 1918 provides for the 
transfer of the properties of the Basel Mission Society and of the Basel Mission 
Factory to other bodies of British character and association. A proportion 
of the profits of the commercial business is impressed with a trust for charit
able purposes and enterprises in the Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti. 

ASHANTI. 

During the year 1918 fifteen Ordinances were enacted with respect to 
.Ashanti. Several of these were enacted for the purpose of applying to Ashanti 
Various Ordinances of the Gold Coast Colony. 

Apart from these, Ordinance No. 3 of 1918, namely the Oaths (Ashanti) 
Ordinance, 1918, makes with respect to Ashanti a provision similar to that 
made by the Oaths Ordinance of the Gold Coast Colony (No. 11 of 1918), 
to which reference has already been made. 

Ordinance No. 8 of 1918.—The Ashanti Administration Ordinance, 1902, 
(Sixth Further Amendment) Ordinance, 3918, provides for the appointments 
of a professional lawyer to be Circuit Judge with jurisdiction throughout 
Ashanti; a measure which marks a step forward in the development of the 
Administration of Ashanti! 

NORTHERN TERRITORIES 
OF THE GOLD COAST. 

During the year 1918 nine Ordinances were enacted with respect to the 
Protectorate ; but of these the only one seeming to deserve present mention 
is the Oaths (Northern Territories) Ordinance, 1918, No. 4 of 1918, the general 
purport of which is similar to that of the Ordinances of the Gold Coast Colony, 
and of Ashanti, No. II of 1918-and No. 3 of 1918 respectively; reference 
to which has been made above. 

V.-EDUCATIOF. 

The schools under the management of Missionary bodies which are subject 
to inspection by Officers of the Education Department and which receive 
grants-in-aid from public funds numbered at the close of the year 186. There 
were eighteen schools under direct Government control. Of this total of 204 
Government and A ssisted schools, 28 were open to boys only, six were for girls 
only, 142 were open to both boys and girls, the remaining 28 being infant 
schools. 

In 1917 the deportation of all Basel Missionaries of German Nationality 
took place. During Feburary and March of 1918 the remaining members 
of the Mission, whether of allied or British nationality were deported. From 
the beginning of February the Basel Mission Schools were temporarily taken 
over by the Education Department which also exercised some supervision 
over Congregational affairs until the arrival of a representative of the Scottish 
Mission at the end of February. 
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Enrolment. 
Description of School, No of Description of School, Description of School, 

school. Boys. Girls. Total. • 

A. M. E. Zionist Mission 5 760 89 849 
Former Bremen Mission •25 1,528 327 1,855 
Church of England Mission 4 612 54 666 
Government 18 3,278 546 3,824 
Roman Catholic Mission 31 3,158 274 3,432 
Scottish Mission (former Basel Mission) 80 5,851 2,187 8,038 
Wesleyan Mission 40 6,838 951 7,789 
Secondary 1 43 43 

Total 204 22,068 4,428 26,496 

f Including all the Schools which were formerly under the control of the Bremen Mission but 
which have been temporarily taken over by the Government. 

The total number of pupils enrolled upon the registers of schools supported 
by contributions from the public funds during the year 1917, was 26,496 
.?hich exceeds the number on record for any previous year, and which con
stitutes an increase of 1,772 over the number for 1917. Moreover, the average 
attendance during 1918 shows an increase which is evdh greater in proportion 
than the large increase in the enrolment. 

The Grant-in-aid, paid to schools on the Assisted List together with the 
salaries of the teachers of the Scottish and former Bremen Missions, amounted 
to £18,243, an increase of £7,292 on the amount paid to Mission Schools in 
the previous year. 

The total Estimated expenditure by the Government on Education in 
the Colony and it > Dependencies in 1918 amounted to £38,085, an excess of 
£4,465 over the expenditure in 1917. This increase arose mainly in respect 
of the upkeep of the former Basel Mission Schools. • 

At the Government Training College for Teachers at Accra, there were 
sixty-nine Students in residence during the year, and at the Government 
Technical School ^forty-four. 

The following is a comparative table*showing the number and denomina
tions of the schools inspected during the year, and the enrolment of pupils 
under each Denomination:— 
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VI.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

HOSPITALS AND ASYLUM. 

During the year 1,903 Europeans and 56,724 natives were treated in the 
hospitals and dispensaries of the Colony as compared with 1,555 and 53,318 
respectively in the previous year. * 

The number of patients admitted into the Accra lunatic Asylum during 
the year was 35 males and seven females. The number discharged was 17 
males and three females The daily average number of nmatei was 130*2 
as compared with 113*5 in 19l7. 

VII.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

POLIOB. 

The total strength of the Police Force of all ranks on the 31st of December, 
1918 was 1,086 made up as follows :— 

General Police 346 
Escort Police 566 
Railway Police ... 94 
Marine Police . . 9 
Recruits . . 36 
Disciplinary Staff &c. . . 35 

1,086 

This force is distributed in the Colony and Ashanti (separate provision 
being made for the policing of the Northern Territories by means of the Nor
thern Territories Constabulary, as to which information is contained in the 
annual report on the Northern Territories). 

The total number of recruits enlisted in 1918 was 303 as compared with 
450 in 1917, and the casualties from death, desertion, discharge, resignation 
and dismissals amounted to 383 as against 360 in 1917. 

During the year under review a more than usually large number of literate 
recruits enlisted in the Force, the lower ranks of which benefited considerably 
thereby. The Police Force offers excellent prospects of rapid promotion to 
literates, and more particularly to the youth who, though lacking in experience 
of years, is steady and sober and not a 'rolling stone/ It is to be feared, 
however, that the counter-attraction of booming trade will act as a lure for 
the more ambitious; so it is most desirable that the improved conditions 
of service for literates in the lower ranks of the force, which form part of the 
scheme under consideration at the present time, should be brought into opera
tion at an early date. 

A great improvement in health and discipline resulted from the housing 
of recuits and so large a proportion of the force generally in proper barracks * 
at Accra. The advantages in respect of discipline, as compared with the 
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former arrangement whereby, owing to lack of accommodation, most of the 
men lived in lodgings in the town, are obvious. As regards health, the Inspector 
General of Police points out that two advantages accrue from having the 
men under discipline and together in sanitary surroundings :— 

(1) General health is better. 

(2) When a man is taken ill, the fact is known at once and prompt 
action can be taken to ensure medical treatment. 

A striking illustration of these benefits occurred during the epidemic 
of influenza in 1918, when of all the men in barracks who were taken ill only 
one died. 

Government specie was escorted during the year as usual. The sum of 
£235 was realised in commissions for the escorting of private specie as com
pared with £357 in 1917. 

The Police dealt with 11,563 cases of crime during the year under review, 
a decrease of 120 as compared with the previous year. Of this number 315 
cases were committed for trial. Of the 11,293 cases dealt with summarily, 
8,251 resulted in convictions being obtained 427 cases were not proceeded 
with 1,878 resulted in acquittals, and 692 were withdrawn.' 

Crimes of violence against person and property are on the increase. This 
is one of the inevitable consequences of shortage of Police—a condition which 
will, it is expected, be shortly remedied by increase in numbers and improved 
conditions, hitherto postponed owing to lack of funds. 

The Influenza which laid low the Police had fortunately a corresponding 
effect in reducing the criminal element. 

The total expenditure for the year amounted to £68,245 as compared 
with £60,551 in 1917. The amount paid in gratuities on discharge was 
£1,993 6s. 2d. as compared with £1,875 in 1917. 

PRISONS. 

During 1918, the daily average of the number of prisoners confined in 
the four central prisons of the Colony for the accommodation of long-sentence 
prisoners as compared with the numbers in 1917 is shewn in the following 
table:— t 

1917 1918 
Accra . . . . 321 362 
Seccondee . . 317 352 
Cape Coast . . 84 65 
Elmina . . . . 35 43 

It will be observed that with the exception of Cape Coast the daily average 
number of prUu ers was higher in 1918 than in 1917. 
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Prisoners whose sentences are for less than six months serve their time 
ig the smaller gaols at Axim, Seccondee, Tarquah, Saltpond, Winnebah, 
Akuse, Addah, Quittah and Dunkwa. In Ashanti, prisoners undergo sen
tences up to three years at Obuassi or at Coomassie. The daily average of 
prisoners in these prisons during 1918 was 78 and 144 respectively, as compared 
with 68 and 159 in 1917. Smaller gaols in Ashanti are at Kintampo, Sunyani, 
Krachi, Juaso and Ejura. 

The number of persons committed to prison in 1918, was 6,694, an increase 
of 166 as compared with 1917. The committals during 1918 included 304 
women and 115 juvenilles. Of the total committals, 62 per cent, were for 
purposes of penal imprisonment, 10 per cent, were for debt, and the remaining 
28 per cent, were for purposes of custody pending trial. 

The number of persons committed for purposes of penal imprisonment 
during 1918 was 4,113 as compared with 4,053 in 1917. 

The daily average number of inmates in the prisons of the Colony was 
1,502 as compared with 1,447 in 1917. The number of escapes recorded was 
79 in the period under review as compared with 65 in the previous year. Thir
teen of the escapes were intramural. Twenty-nine re-captures were effected. 

There were five executions at Accra and six at Seccondee, making a total 
of eleven as compared with ten in 1917. 

The general health of the prisoners was good. 

There was no increase in the Establishment which was sadly inadequate 
as to numbers. This condition is one of the inevitable consequences of war 
economy. 

The epidemic of Influenza took its toll of the warders as of the rest of 
the community. Their devotion to duty during the epidemic was deserving 
of the highest praise. 

The total expenditure on rations amounted to £7,566, an increase of 
£837 from the expenditure in 1917. The average daily cost per prisoner was 
3.31d. as compared with 3.06d. in 1917. 

Long sentence prisoners, are employed ihtramurally upon various handi
crafts including carpentry, tailoring and bootmaking. 

In consequence of a suggestion made by the Select Committee on the 1918 
Estimates, a scheme was prepared and conditions drawn up governing the use 
by the public, on payment, of skilled and unskilled Rrison labour. The 
scheme was put in operation on the 1st May and was made good use of by the 
public especially in respect of repairs to boots and shoes. At Accra, in particu
lar, cobbling was so much in request that the small cobbler's shop in James 
Fort had soon to be changed for a larger shed to cope with the work. 
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Qaryaatry iamaeed at Seccondee, hut there was not much call for it 
at Ama, veiy little tailoring was done for private indmdaafe by the prisons 
either at Accra or Sectondoe. On the oilier hand, besides making the usual 
lintfann* lor Usoert Police and Wardeca and P îsonerfi, Clothing, the prison 
tailors were employed during the last half of the year in preparing suits for 
the floW Coast Begim&tt. The latter work, which was exceptional and put 
in hand in consequences of instructions received from the Secretary of State, 
was carried out satisfactorily and expeditiously under the close supervision 
of the European Gaolers. There was considerable increase in basket making 
owing ohiefly to the great demand for huge cane baskets in which Manganese 
ore is shipped. 

Extramural labour was, owing to shortage of warders required for escorting 
purposes, practically limited to work for the Government and Town Councils. 

Short sentence prisoners are employed extratnurally on general Town 
improvements and Sanitary labour. * 

Influenza was rife amongst the prisoners during the latter part of the 
year, and oi the 83 deaths recorded in Accra Prison, 18 took place during the 
epidemic 

The overcrowding at many of the prisons, and particularly at Accra, 
becomes more and more noticeable, as the numbers of prisoners increase, 
while building is at a stand still owing to lack of funds. In spite of this, 
the mortality during the epidemic was not by any means abnormal in compa-
rise, with 4 d i i & poorer quarter! of W town; for the prisoners 
had at least the advantage of proper feeding, clothing and prompt medical 
treatment. 

The total earnings in respect of prison labour and industries amounted 
to £2,606 as compared with £2,221 in 1917. 

The total expenditure for the year was £27,204, an increase of £1,232 
over the amount of the expenditure in 1917. 

CBIMINAI* STATISTICS. 

The number of convictions in the Superior Courts of the Colony 
during 1917 and 1918 was as follows :— 

1917 1918 
Oflencea against foe p - 70 86 
SbveDwing . . — — 
Of.encesagJ^t Property (other than p r a ^ ^ 

larceny) ..... ... .... 64 * 62 
Other Offences . . . . . . 16 62 

Total .'. 160 190 
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Offences against the Person 
Slave Dealing . • . . 
Offences against Property (Other than 

Praedial larceny) . . . 
Other Offences . . . . 

1917 1918 

1,999 2,270 
4 •5 

1,936 1,807 
4,941 4,438 

8,870 8,520 

There were 2,874 Acquittals as compared with 2,573 ill 1917* 

CIVIL ACTIONS. 

There were 395 civil actions brought in the Divisional Courts of the 
Colony during 1918, as compared with 391 in 1917 and 374 in 1916. 

Court fees and fines collected during 1918 amounted to £4,245 6*. Od. 
as compared with £4,539 in 1917. 

The number of writs of Fi: Fa: (fieri facias) issued by the Courts for 
execution during the year was 349 involving an amount of £21,636 5s» 6d. 
of which £9,680 14s. 0d. was collected. These figures shew a considerable 
increase as compared with the figures for 1917, when 207 writs of fi: fa: 
issued, involving an amount of £14,621 of which £4,968 was ooileoted. The 
number of writs of Ca : Sa : (Capias Satisfaciendum) issued during 1918 was 
1,063 involving an amount of £21,116 6s. 2d. whereof a sum of £2,865 14*. 54. 
was collected. 

Vin.-YITAL STATISTICS. 

POPULATION* 
» 

The population of the Gold Coast and its Dependencies amounted at the 
last census in 1911 to 1,503,^86. 

• » 

The number of Europeans resident in the Colony during live year 1918 was 
as follows • 

Officials . . 616 
Employees of Trading Firms - . 681 

„ , t Mining Companies . . 578 
Missionaries 49 

Total . , 1*888 

There were 53 Acquittals in 1918 as compared with 109 in 1917. 
The number of Summary convictions in 1917 and 1918 was as follows 
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PUBLIC HEALTH. 

An Analysis of the death and invaliding statistics of the European popula" 
tion is appended. 

1918'. 
Number 
of Resi

dents. 
Deaths. Invalided. 

Death 
Rate per 

1,000 

Invaliding 
Rate per 

1,000. 

Officials . . . . 
Merchants 
Mining Companies 
Missions . . 

515 
681 
678 
49 

6 
19 
29 

2 

54 
26 
21 

116 
27-9 
501 
40 8 

104-8 
381 
363 

Total . . 1,823 56 101 307 55-4 

The Death Rate amongst Europeans resident in the Colony during 1918 
was 30*7 per 1,000 as compared with 12*43 in 1917 ; the invaliding rates per 
1,000 for the same periods were 55*4 and 52'49 respectively. 

Of the nine deaths which occurred amongst European Officials in the 
Colony and its Dependencies in 1918 two were due to Blackwater Fever, and 
four to Influenza. The Death Rate of European Officials fell from 15 per 
1,000 in 1917 to 11.6 per 1,000 in 1918 and but for the deaths from Influenza 
would have fallen to 3.8 per 1 000. 

Of the fifty deaths of European non-officials, lour were due to Blackwater 
Fever, twenty-five to Influenza one to Yellow Fever and the others to miscella
neous diseases. 

Two European ndn-officials were invalided with Blackwater Fever, nine 
with Malaria and four as result of Influenza. 

The average daily number of European Officials on the sick list compared 
to the average daily number resident in the Colony was 3*97 per cent, as com
pared with 2*55 per cent, in 1917 and 1-66 per cent, in 1916. 

No means exist whereby accurate statistics relating to the health of 
natives can be obtained/ Treatment was given in 3,181 cases of Malaria, 
416 cases of Dysentery, 356 cases of Pneumonia, 239 cases of Tuberculosis, 
and in a large number of cases of minor complaints. 

Since the introduction of the pipe-borne water supply to Accra there 
has been a marked reduction of the number of cases of Guinea-worm that 
present themselves for treatment. 

In all, 58,666 cases of disease were treated during the year, and of these 
the number that proved fatal was 524. The figures of 1917, were 52,150 and 
281 respectively. 
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In September, 1918, ah outbreak of Influenza occurred on the coast line 
and spread rapidly through the Colony and its Dependencies. Only a very 
rough estimate can be made of the number of deaths caused by the pandemic 
but it must have been very great. Of 7,756 cases treated in the hospitals 
of the Colony there were 204 deaths giving a case mortality of 2*6 per cent. 
Assumingthree-fourths of the population to have been attacked and the case 
mortality rate the same, the total number of deaths would be 30,000. 

The outbreak of Small-pox that occurred in the Northern Territories in 
1917 continued in 1918,88 cases were reported with 24 deaths. 10,726 success
ful vaccinations were performed as compared with 15,619 in 1917. 

Ten cases of Sleeping Sickness were treated during the year. Of seventeen 
cases of Blackwater Fever treated, four proved fatal, and of five cases of 
Yellow Fever, all resulted in death. 

SANITATION. 

The Influenza pandemic arriving in September and spreading rapidly 
inland was the dominant event. Other communicable diseases showed no 
special prevalence, but Small-pox in the north-west persisted from 1917 for a 

• time. Tuberculosis is probably on the increase. Cases of Anthrax occurred 
in cattle coming from the north. 

Routine measures were successfully maintained in spite of difficulty in 
obtaining materials. 

The use of " Excess Lime " treatment for purification was successfully 
demonstrated for the Accra Water Supply. 

8,329 persons were convicted and fined to the amount of £2,468 for offences 
against Public Health regulations. 

Total expenditure underSanitat ion H amounted to £57,612 18s. 7d. 
besides £8,143 16s. 9d. on " Sanitary Improvements " by the Public Works 
Department. 

a • • • 

C ' . ' , CLIMATB. 

The climate, though hot and damp, is cooler than that of most tropical 
countries situated in the same latitude. It is not in itself unhealthy; but 
an evil reputation has been earned for it in the past by the prevalence of 
mosquito-borne diseases, against which all possible precautions have constantly 
to be taken. The Gold Coast is peculiarly free from many of the discomforts 
associated with tropical countries; hot nights and intense heat by day are the 
exception rather than the rule, while insects are comparatively unobtrusive* 
The efforts of the sanitary and medical authorities in promoting hygiene 
and treatment of disease continue to exercise a beneficial effect on the general 
health of Europeans, 
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The rainfall varies with the Configuration of the country and is highest 
at Axim and in the mining districts of Tarquah, Upper and Lower Wassaw etc 
The first rains, or tfainy season proper, begin in March and end in July; the 
later rains are spread over the months of September and October. The rainy 
season is matked by a considerable fall in the temperature, which is found 
to be refreshing to many Europeans, but proves trying to some. The Hanaat-
tan season begins in December and ends in February. 

The rainfall registered at Accra in 1918 was 32*37 inches as compared with 
44 -20 inches in 1917 and 41-06 inches in 1916. 

At the Agricultural Department fiead-Quarters at Abttfi, A rainfall of 
4.H4 inches was recorded, as compared With fS'16 hi 19lY AND 48^6 in 1916. 

At Accra the mean shade temperature for the year was 78*85 F., two 
degrees lower than that of the previous year which was 80.87 F. 

At Coomassie and Seccondee the mean shade temperature was 79*12° F. 
and 77*53° F. respectively, as Compared with 79*47° F. and 78*82° f. in 1917. 

The mean daily range of temperature at Accra Was 13*26. 

I X . - P O S T A L , TFILEDTMPH A N £ T E L E P H O N E SERVICE. 

The business dealt with by the Department during the year as compared 
with the previous yea* WAS as follows:-* 

Sale of stamps for postal purposes 
Number of Letters and Postcards received 

and despatched ' . . . . . . 
Registered Packets 
Bdbk Packets . < .Y > . 
Parcels . . %• «. • • 
Money Order (Value) 
Postal Orders (Value) . . : . . . . . 
Postal Orders (Number) 
Inland Telegrams Private . / . . . . 173,690 
Inland Telegrams Official t . . • . *. 

There were 108 Offices in the Colony, Ashanti and the N6rthern Territories 
open at THE end of the YEAR, whereof 68 were Postal AGENCIES. 

The total amount of traffic dealt with shows a decrease which is in con
formity with the decrease in the general trade of the Colony in 1918 as com
pared With the previous year. 

One Outward Mail was lost on board the s.s. " Badagri" which was lost 
at sea and the parcel mails despatched by thes.s." Burutu " were lost with 
that vessel when she was sunk in collision. 

1917. 1918. 

£ £ 
13,461 . . 10,940 

5,118,180 . . 5,274,952 
528,060 . . 491,956 
799,392 ... 874,824 
80,883 . . 62,632 

153,807 153,531 
167,090 . . 143,782 
222,212 . . 189,774 
173,690 . . 195,749 
84,952 91,622 



The business transacted by the Post Office Savings Bank was adversely 
affected by the prevailing depression in trade. The Deposits made during 
the year were 8,906 in number, a decrease of 2,029; the total value, amounting 
to £27,031, shews a decrease of £12,090, as compared with 1917. 

Withdrawals decreased from 6,461 in number to 5,313, and in valu# 
from £44,985 to £33,903. The average value of each deposit was £3. 0. 8d. 
as against £3. 13s. Id. in 1917, and of each withdrawal £6* 7s. 7d. as 
against £6. 19s. 3d. The amount standing to the credit of the 5,816 deposi
tors on the 31st of December 1918 was £52,114 representing a decrease of 89 
in the number of depositors as compared with the position on the 31st of 
December 1917, and of £5,642 in amount. 

The number of telegrams transmitted in 1918 shews an increase both as 
regards Official messages (increase eight per cent) and as regards Unofficial 
messages (increase 12*7 per cent) over the number transmitted in 1917. The 
average number of Words in the private messages was 14, and in the Official 
messages (which are transmitted free) 38. 

The total number of telegraph Offices open to the public in the Colony, 
Ashanti and the Northern Territories at the end of the year was 59 and the 
length of wire maintained during the year was approximately 2,600 
miles. Tornadoes and tree felling occasioned minor interruptions in the 
lines. ^ 

A new Submarine Cable was laid across the Volta between Addah and 
Attiteti to replace the old cable carried away during the floods in 1917; the 
work was completed in May and communication between Accra and Lome 
restored and maintained till the close of the year. 

Cable traffic for 1918 shewed a substantial increase over the return for 
the previous year. 

The total number of private messages received and transmitted by the 
Wireless Station at Accra was only 15, all commercial traffic having been 
suspended throughout the year until December when restrictions on mdio-
telegrams were partially relaxed. During this period the Station was used 
solely by Government for war purposes. 

The telephone systems\at Accra, Seecondee, Tarquah and Dodowah and 
Aburi were maintained throughout the year, as also were the trunk-lines 
connecting Accra—Aburi—Dodowah, Quittab—Danoe^Lojne, and Addah— 
Akuse. There was a total of 218 telephones in use, of which 80 were in the 
hands of private subscribers. 

During the Influenza Epidemic which ravaged the Colony in September 
and October some 75% of the Postal Staff—European and Native^were 
affected by the disease and 13 native oases terminated fatally. 
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X.—RAILWAYS AND ROADS. 

RAILWAYS. 

The length of line open for traffic at the end of 1918 was 269 miles as 
compared with 268 miles at the end of 1917. 

The mean length of line operated during the year was 269 miles, as against 
268 miles during 1917. The total capital expenditure on the 31 st of December, 
1918, stood at £3,255,465. 

The gross revenue for the year amounted to £456,574, a decrease of 
£37,611 as compared with the gross revenue for 1917. The interest earned 
on the total combined capital of £3,255,465 was 7*95 per cent in 1916, 8#93 
per cent in 1915, 7*32 per cent in 1914, and 8*26 per cent in 1913. In con
sidering the high rates of interest in recent years it must be remembered that 
expenditure both capital and recurrent has been reduced to a minimum and 
that in the near future a large expenditure on renewals must be faced. 

• 
The number of passengers conveyed during the year was 845,470, a 

decrease of 41,202 as compared with the previous year. 
The total tonnage earned during 1918 was 317,739, a decrease of 18,147 

is compared with 1917. There were three fatal and three non-fatal personal 
accidents during 19 J 8, as compared with seven and eight respectively during 
the previous year. 

A short branch line about two miles in length from Akyem to the man
ganese deposits at Insuta was commenced and nearly completed at the close 
of the year. 

The final staking out of the proposed railway connecting Tafo, the 
northernmost station of the Accra Line, with Coomassie was completed. 

The Mines are now relying practically entirely on firewood, 139,693 
tons of which were conveyed by the Railway. This traffic amounted to no 
less than 44% of the total Railway goods tonnage hauled. Public Cdal 
traffic for the year amounted to the trifling figure of 2,514 tons. 

The carriage of gin and other spirits has declined in the past two years 
from 5,456 tons, revenue £51,610, in 1916, to 1,351 tons, revenue £11,347, 
in 1918. Its tonnage is thus one quarter of that carried two years ago. 

The actual administration of the Togoland Military Railways was, as 
in 1917, carried out by Officers seconded from the Gold Coast Railways. 

ROADS. 

In the Colony, the main roads are constructed and maintained by the 
Public Works Department. The total length of Public Works roads, available 
for light lorry traffic during 1918, was- about 400 miles including 170 miles 
in the Central Province, about 188 miles in the Eastern, Province and about 
42 milee in the Western Province. 
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Besides the Public Works roads there are something over* 2,000 miles 
of secondary roads, maintained by native chiefs and placed under the Roads 
Ordinance (No. 13 of 1894) which provides for the grant to chiefs of funds 
for maintenance and which enables a District Commissioner to fine a chief 
for failure to keep his road properly cleared. Most of these roads have in 
the past been mere paths, fit for carriers or the passage of hammocks. In 
recent years, however, the chiefs have begun to construct what are called 
pioneer roads, for light motor traffic, under the supervision of the political 
officers, assistance in the matter of bridges and culverts being rendered, by 
the Public Works Department. In one district of the Eastern Province, 
for instance, 32 miles of pioneeer road were added; and a portion of this, 
being particularly difficult, was the work of European contractors paid by 
the chiefs who thus signified their appreciation of the advantage of road 
development. 

Considerable progress was made with the * Coast Road 9 which is designed 
to provide for motor traffic between Accra and Axim. The important con
nection between Accra and Cape Coast was completed during the year, thus 
ousting the old slow method of communication by means of coastal steamers. 
In fact by the end of the year it was possible to motor from Accra to three 
miles west of Commtendah. The section from Seccondee to Chamah was 
maintained during tha year, and progress was made on the location and survey 
of the extreme western section from Seccondee towards Axim. 

In Ashanti, 200 miles of motor road were opened during the year, making 
a total mileage of 383 miles available for light motor traffic. 

In the Northern Territories, the more open, flat country lends itself 
readily to road construction, and some excellent reads only await the arrival 
of motofc vehicles hitherto denied to them by some 70 miles of unconiquered 
highlands in Northern Ashanti. 

XI.-PUBLIC WORKS. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

New works and other itei under Public Works Extraordinary accounted 
for an expenditure of £67,238, which was £39,451 less than in 1917, strict 
economy having been exercised owing to financial stress. 

« 

Minor repairs etc., included under Public Works Annually Recurrent, 
cost £64,398, a slight increase of £73 as compared with the figure for 1917. 

The expenditure on Maintenance of the Accra Water Works was £9,240 
exceeding the cost in 1917 by £1,903. There was a continued improvement 
in the standard of purity in consequence of the excess lime treatment. Special 
expenditure on the same works cost £1,310. 

Seccondee Water Works accounted for special expenditure on construc
tion of £14,467. The supply of water to Seccondee was continued under the 
supervision of the constructional staff throughout the year. An ample supply 
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of w atcr was ayaiiabjp far this purpose, but the quality still leaves much to be 
desire?!, and experiments are being undertaken with a view to ascertaining 
the most suitable treatment supplementary to the ordinary sand filtration 
required to bring this water up to the standard of purity aimed at. 

ACCRA HARBOUR WQRKS. 

As mentioned in previous reports the pfote^tiqn afforded by the con
struction of a breakwater, at so i#uch cost tp 6oyerwent-~$2§3,682 ijp 
to the end of 1918—has been largely neutralised by the silting up of sand. 
&au<J pumping operations met with $ certain measure of success, but they 
w^e extremely costly and owing to tyck of coal fche work unfortunately, 

, fell into arrears. During the year under review, though coal was plentiful 
v§ry little, if any, headway was permanently made and eventually in October 
it was decided, after independent expert advice had been tyken, tQ stop 
pumping and allow the sand and water to find their natural position relative 
to the present Breakwater. The result has been a slight, but only a slight, 
further silting and generally conditions are fairly satisfactory. It is now 
proposed to erect a jetty in a new position for landing heavy gpodq. 

The work on the New Wharf WP the fixing of all remaining bracings etc. 
up to the line of intersection with the proposed rubble bank between the jetty 
an^ $ e wharf. The shoreward end of the superstructure of the jetty was 
demolished and stored. The space thus obtained w$is levelled up, thus greatly 
improving road access to the beach. 

15,913 cubic yards of sand were deposited over the beach, thus raising 
the level and preventing the formation of pools of water, which previously 
^ d occasion^ considerable damage to stacks of produce. 

SECCONDEE HARBOUR WORKS. 

Special expenditure on construction amounting tp £$,3(58, and further 
satisfactory progress was made. Though the present rapid development of 
the Colony points to tie necessity pf a d^ep-^ater scheme, the works at 
Seccondee costing £229,718 up to the end of 1918, have in the meantime 
been an undoubted success in improving the facilities of the port during the 
transition period. The work on Jetty No. 3 was practically completed during 
1918, saye for the concrete decking and supply of (Oranes. The Eastern 
Slipway was completed by the end of June and the continuation of the Western 
Slipway taken in hand the following month. The bulk of the work was under 
water, and very slow and tedious in consequnece. 

The activities of the I^arbour Works staff also extended to rockbrcakittg 
by means of toppling chisels and the subsequent removal of rock by grabbing— 
this in the absence of proper dredging plant. 

XI}.—GEOLOGICAL S U R V E Y . 

The Director of the Geological Survey reports that, as the result of various 
tests during the year, the bauxite deposits on the Kwahu plateau were found 
to have an average thickness of more than 20 feet, while the quality is pro^e^ 
to be good/ In fact, there seems little doubt that, if the difficulty of tra^sr^rt 
City*, fee overcome, this deposit wiU be a very valuable asset to the Solony. 
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As mentioned in the report for 1917, there are. also bauxite deposits 
in a rather more accessible locality south of the plateau; but their extent 
has not yet been determined, nor was it possible to undertake extensive 
operations there, owing to shortage of staff and the desirability of concentrat
ing attention on the more definite discovery at Kwahu. 

The Director also made a special examination of the known deposits of . 
bauxite on Agu Mountain, Togoland. The opinion he formed was that they 
were prospectively valuable, but inferior in every respect to those of Kwahu, 

The Kwahu neighbourhood was also found to contain blocks of limestone, 
but it has still to be proved by analysis whether exhaustive examination of 
the locality should be undertaken. 

A deposit of manganese ore was discovered in the Bompata district of 
Ashanti, but on being tested it proved to be of no present economic value. 
The occurrence, however, furnished valuable evidence of the origin of the ore 
and the nature of the associated rocks. The manganese deposit near Tarquah, 
mentioned in previous reports, is now being worked with success and profit, 
and as mentioned elsewhere in this report it was solely due to the shortage 
of shipping that the tonnage exported was less than in 1917. 

XIIL—TRANSPORT. 

The chief function of the Transport Department is the arrangement 
for conveyW'Ce of officers and their luggage, also mails, between Seccondee 
and the various stations for which Seccondee is the port. This is more parti
cularly necessary in the case of those travelling to or from stations beyond 
the railhead at Coomassie, in Ashanti and the Northern Territories. 

Military requirements during the year under review were an abnormal 
cause of strain on the Transport staff. Motor transport is the regular method 
of conveyance between Coomassie and Ejura, 61 miles; and there are also 
some other roads now made passable for motor cars, including one beyond 
Ejura to Atabubu and another from Coomassie due north to Kintampo. 

Generally speaking, however, luggage is conveyed by heads load from 
Coomassie, except for the stretch of 61 miles to Ejura and on a short stretch 
of the Volta River between Yeji and Yapei, some 88 miles, over which a boat 
service is maintained. Thus a load destined for Tamale, the headquarters 
of the Northern Territories,, goes from the seaport at Seccondee to Coomassie 
by rail (168 miles), from CoGmassie to Ejura by motor (61 miles), from Ejura 
to Yeji (87 miles), by carrier, from Yeji to Yapei (88 miles) by boat, and from 
Yapei to Tamale (some 30 miles) again by carrier—the whole journey occupy
ing 12 to 13 days. 

The average establishment of permanent carriers was reduced from 11 
gangs—about 300 men—at the beginning of the year to about 220 men. 

0. E. COOKSON, (Captain) 

Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
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The following recent reports, &e., relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page:— 

A N N U A L . 
Colony, &c. No. 

995 Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
996 Nyasaland 
997 Basutoland 
998 Gold Coast 
999 Weihaiwei . . . . . 

1000 Zanzibar 
1001 Hong Kong 
1002 Somaliland 
1003 Cayman Islands . . 
1004 Malta 
1005 Seychelles 
1006 Fiji 
1007 Ceylon 
1008 Nigeria 
1009 Turks and Caicds Islands. 
1010 St. Helena 
1011 Northern Territories of the Gold 
1012 Ashanti 
1013 East Africa Protectorate 
1014 British Guiana 
1015 Bechuanaland Proteotoiate 
1016 Basutoland.. 
1017 Falkland Islands 
1018 Trinidad 
1019 Bermuda 
1020 Swaziland 
1021 Somaliland 
1022 Gibraltar 
1023 Grenada 
1024 Jamaica 
1025 Cyprus 
1026 British Honduras . . 
1027 British Solomon Islands 
1028 Straits Settlements 

Coast 

Year. 

1917-1918 
» > 

1917 
1918 

t* 

1917-1918 

1918 
»* 

mi 
1918 

tt 

1917-1918 
1918 

1918-1919 

1918 
99 

1917-1918 
1918-1919 

1918 
1918-1919 

1918 
1918-1919 

1918 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 
No. Colony, &o, Subject 

79 Northern Nigeria 

80 Nyasaland 
81 Southern Nigeria 
82 Imperial Institute 
83 Southern "Nigeria 
84 West Indies 

85 Southern Nigeria 
86 Southern Nigeria 
87 Ceylon , . . 
88 Imperial Institute 
89 Southern Nigeria 
90 St. Vincent . . 

Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-9. 

Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
Rubber and Gutta-Peroha, 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement 
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