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I .—GENERAL, 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The Government of the Colony was administered by Brigadier-General 
Fiederiok Gordon Guggisberg, c.M.o., D.S.O., R.E., Governor and Commander-
in-Chief, from the beginning of the year until 1st Juno, when he 
proceeded on leave. Mr. A. R. Slater, O.M.G., C.B.E., Colonial Secretary, 
administered the Government from 2nd June until 5th October. General 
Guggisberg returned from leave of absence and administered the Government 
from 6th October, until the end of the yoar. 

HONOURS. 

Commandership of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire 
(Military Division) was conferred by His Majesty the King upon Captain 
H. G. Harris, late Gold Coast Regiment, West African Frontier Force. 

OBITUARY. 

Mr. Justice Lionel Edward Hawtayne. 
Mr. Owen Mitchell, Comptroller of Customs. 
Captain Williain Merrick Fowler, Commandant, Northorn Territories 

Constabulary. 

Captain Stanley Douglas King-Mason, Gold Coast Regiment. 
Mr. Gilbert Moody, Assistant Commissioner of Police. 
Captain H. G. S. Branch, Senior Superintendent, Agricultural Department, 
Captain Spencer, Assistant Transport Officer. 
Mr. William John Bernasconi, Mechanician, Posts and Tclographs 

Department. 

Mr. G. P. Edgerton, Foreman of Works. 
Mr. Joseph Piatt, Foreman of Works. 
Mr. R. 0. Reid, Foreman of Works. 
Mr. L. W, Richards, District Station Master. 

'* APPOINTMENTS. 

Captain Cecil Hamilton Armitage, O.M.G., D.S.O., Chief Commissioner, 
Northern Territories, was appointed to be Governor and Commander-in-Ohiof 
of the G&mbia Colony and Protectorates on the retirement of Sir Edward 
Camoron on the 20th November, 1920. 

Mr. Arthur James Philbrick, Provincial Commissioner, Ashanti, was 
promoted to be Chief Conttnissioner of the» Northern Territories in succession 
to Captain 0. H . Armitage. 
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Mr. Charles Henry Harper, OB.E., Chief Assistant Colonial Secretary, 
was appointed Chief Commissioner of Ashanti, in place of Sir F. C. Fuller, 
K.B.E., C.M.O., who retired on pension on the 24th July, 1920. , 

Mr. A. A. C. Finlay, Senior Assistant Colonial Seoretary, was promoted 
to be Chief Assistant Colonial Secretary, in succession to Mi. C. H. Harper, 
O.B.E. 

Mr. R. W. H. Wilkinson, was appointed a Puisne Judge from the 29th 
March, in place of the late Mr. Justice L. E. Hawtayne. 

Mr. Justice E. R. Logan, was appointed a Puisne Judge on transfer from 
Seychelles on the 9th June. 

Mr. Carnegie Brown, was transferred from Sierra Leone to be Solicitor* 
General, from the 8th September. 

Captain Cookson, Assistant Colonial Seoretary, was appointed Inspector-
General of Prisons, from the 28th February. 

Captain J. M. Reid, Comptroller of Customs, British Guiana, was appointed 
Comptroller of Customs to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Mr. Owen 
Mitchell. 

ESTABLISHMENT* 

The European Establishment of the Colony and its Dependencies during 
the yea; was 662. 

GENERAL CONDITIONS IN THE COLONY. 

The Colony experienced a period of great prosperity to the first half of the 
year. At the beginning of 1920 the price of cocoa rose to the unprecedented 
height of £122 per ton. Farmers and merchants reaped very large profits; 
internal trade boomed and many new firms and individuals entered the market 
and shared in the general prosperity of the Colony. The money so made was 
in the majority of cases spent on luxuries, with the result that when towards 
the latter part of the year the price of cocoa began to decrease steadily until 
it reached £39 per ton and remained there, many individuals and firms were 
ruined. 

Great developmenb in building, road making, and railway construction 
took place during the year but progress was hampered by an insufficient 
supply of labour consequent on the cocoa boom and by difficulties due to 
the slow fulfilment of orders owing to post-war causes. 

An event of the year was the formation of the National Congress of British 
West Africa, which sent a deputation to England to represent their political 
aspirations. Considerable opposition to their action was manifested by 
some of the Chiefs and people whom the Congress professed to represent* 
The year ended before the deputation had returned to West Africa to give an 
account of their mission. 
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The following table affords a more detailed comparison between 1919 
and 1920:— 

Head of Revenue. 1919. 1920. Increase. Decrease. 

£ £ £ £ 
1. Customs . . • * 1,672,423 2,281,820 609,397 — 
2. Light Dues • * 1,932 2,556 624 — 
3. Licences . . * • 41,477 61,088 19,611 — 
4. Fees of Court, etc. * * 90,588 117,349 26,761 
5. Railways • • 663,976 735,837 71,861 — 
6. Posts and Telegraphs • * 50,057 62,971 12,914 — 
7. Rent of Govt. Lands * « 6,957 8,468 1,511 — 
8. Interest » * 38,615 331,690 293,075 
9. Miscellaneous • * 34,903 119,932 85,029 

10. Land Sales , • • 432 61 371 

2,601,360 3,721,772 1,120,783 371 

Net Increase £1,120,412. 
Customs and Railway Receipts continue to be the chief sources of Revenue 

and the following table shows how large a proportion is due to Customs 
receipts;— 

OUSTO MS. RAILW; IYS. OTHEB 8( WRCBS. 

Percent Percent Percent
Tear. Receipts. age to Receipts. age to Receipts age to 

Total 
Receipts. 

total total 
revenue. revenue. revenue. 

1913 i. ' 779,593 60 357,329 27 164,644 13 
1914 . . 768,829 58 380,716 28 184,168 14 
1915 . . 828,015 57 445,898 30 182,217 13 
1916 . . 1,132,000 62 505,665 27 198,324 11 
1917* . . 893,785 55 494 338 30 236,001 ]fi 
1918 . . 619,973 48 453,250 35 225,451 17 
1919 1,672,423 64 663,976 26 264,960 10 
1920 . . 2,281,820 61 735,837 20 704,115 19 

IL—FINANCIAL. 

REVENUE. 
The revenue for the year amounted to £3,721,772, being the highest on 

record. 
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The prioe of cocoa rose to 60fl,per load in April andmoney being plentiful, 
trade was so good that the revenue from specific and ad valorem Import 
Duties and the Parcel Post exceeded the estimate by £911,224. The Janded 
cost prices of imported articles were the highest on record in the Colony, 
and this accounted for part of the large increase in the Duties collected on 
ad valorem goods. The Export Duty on cocoa yielded £568,912, but the 
newly imposed duty on palm kernels brought in only £1,683. In spite of 
the enhanced export value of the latter, the price of cocoa was so high that 
the whole surplus population devoted their ei^ergies to the output of cocoa 
to the detriment of the palm kernel industry. 

EXPENDITURE. 

The expenditure for the year was £2,856,347, and is the largest on record' 
exceeding that for 1919 by £1,075,177. 

The following table gives a comparison of the Expenditure for the years 
1919 and 1920:— 

Head of Expenditure. 1919. 1920. Increase. Decrease. 

1. The Governor 7,981 15,072 7,091 . * 

2. Supreme Court . . 12,339 18,467 6,128 * . 

3. Law Officers . . 5,064 6,602 1,538 
4. Colonial Secretary's 

* 

Office, etc.* 14,395 22,514 8,119 -* 

5. Printing Office 17,179 25,369 8,190 
6. Political Administration 74,851 112,289 37,438 
•7. Treasury 18,015 31,285 13,270 
8. Audit Department . . i 5,855 8,799 2,944 
9. Customs 32,429 54,919 22,490 

10. Customs Preventive 
32,429 

Service 13,093 14,275 1,182 . * 

11. Marine . . . . . . 2,941 4,532 1,591 * « 

12. Accra Harbour Main
tenance 3,348 * . 3,348 

13. Railways . . 233,562 363,508 129,946 
14. Posts and Telegraphs . . 63,336 94,483 31,147 . * 

15. Transport Department . . 7,125 i • 7,125 
16. Medical Department 64,687 103,798 3.0,111 • • 

17. Sanitation.. . . 55,713 101,421 45,708 
18. Veterinary i. 1,295 3,259 1,964 
19. Education 54,442 56,442 • 2,000 
20. Agriculture 16,363 31,169 14,806 
21. Forestry 1,705 5,917 4,242 * . 

22. Mines . . 2,388 3,531 1,143 » * 

23. Geological Survey 4,173 7,714 3,541 
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Head of Expenditure. 1919. 1920. Increase. Decrease. 

21. Gold Coast Regiment .." 107,205 100,212 • • . 6,993 
25. Volunteers 1,713 1,384 » • 329 
26. Police 65,093 93,999 28,906 • . 

27. Prisons 30,381 48,901 18,520 • t 

28. Public Cemeteries 1,600 2,513 913 « • 
28a Survey Department 3,314 43,334 40,020 
29. Northern Territories 

Constabulary 12,967 14,258 1,291 t . 

30. Miscellaneous Services . . 292,600 163,182 129,418 
31. Pensions and Gratuities 35,739 49,808 14,069 
32. Public Debt Charges . . 143,721 262,427 118,706 
3?. Public Works Department 57,355 172,085 114,730 • • 
34. Public Works Annually 

Recurrent 90,651 . 228,874 138,223 • • 
35, Accra Water Works 

Maintenance 10,335 10,335 
36. Seccondee Water Works 

Maintenance 6,315 6,315 
37. Public Works Extra

ordinary 28,985 405,455 376,470 
38. Railways—Capital 

Improvements 36,200 97,277 61,077 • • 

39. Posts and Telegraphs 
Extraordinary 1,115 27,665 26,540 

40. Special Works 138,081 59,323 78,758 
41. Repayment of Loans . . * . 

42. War expenses 5,521 265 5,256 

1,781,170 2,856,347 1,323,054 247,877 

The yearly revenuo and expenditure for the period 1915 to 1920 is shown 
below:— 

1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 

Year. 
% 

Revenue. Expenditure. 

£ £ 
* . . • * . « . . » 1,486,150 1,627,015 
»• »• •* * . » . 1,835,989 1,465,946 
* • « « . » n « . • 1,624,124 1,424,279 
. . . » • . . . . . 1,298,674 1,369,486 
. f . . . . 2,601,360 1,781,170 
. . » » . * » . • » 3,721,772 2,856,347 
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LOANS WORKS STATEMENT. 

The exjpenditure on works, begun but not completed otit of the Loans 
raised up to 1910, has been charged to Surplus Balances since these Loans 
were exhausted in 1916. 

The appended statement shows particulars of this expenditure. 

Provided 
• 

Provided > Total 
* * out of out of Expenditure 

Loan Revenue to end of 
Funds. (Surplus 

Funds.) 
1920. 

£ € £ 
Saccondee-Coomassie Railway 1,812,556 1,812,556 
Accra-Mangoase Railway 300,000 95,264 395,264 
Tarq uah-Prcstea-Broomassie Railway 135,000 26,837 161.837 

* Accra Harbour Works 158,000 136,300 294,300 
Seccondee Harbour Works 168,312 96,156 266,468 
Accra Waterworks 200,000 59,212 259,212 
Seccondee Waterworks 156,817 55,923 212,740 
Tafo-Coomassie Railway Extension 296,928 295,928 
SeCeondee-Coomassie Railway 

Deviation 373,547 373,547 
Railway Topographical Survey 27,792 27,792 
Harbour Survey 25,801 . t 25,801 

Do. Advance account . . 450 • » 450 

* « . . . ' £3,654,203 £471,692 £4,125:9£5 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

The excess of assets over liabilities on the 1st January, 1920 was £1,612,087. 
This was increased to £2,477,512 on 31st December, 1920. The difference 
£865,425 is the excess of Revenue over Expenditure as shown in the tabio 
of yearly Revenue and Expenditure. 

On the 1st January, 1920, the amount of the Public Debt was £3,364,118 
and at 31st December, 1920, it stood at £7,344,118. A repayment of £20,000 
was made to the Imperial Government during the year, but a new loan of 
£4,000,000 6% Inscribed stock was raised in the beginning of the year to 
meet the cost of the reconstruction of the existing Railways, and \} e con* 
struction of new Railways and Harbour Works. 

The Sinking Fund for the amortization of the funded portion of the 
Public Debt was increased during the year by £47,068, made up of £31,630 
from general revenue and £16,438 from interest on investments. The amount 
standing to the credit of the Fund on the 31st December, 1920, was £379.605. 



Excluding the investments on accouat of the Sinking Fundy the 
invo»tmenU held; by Government on the 3 k t December, 1920, amounted to 
£810,GOT* 

A Depreciation Fund has been established to cover the fall in the market 
value of Colony's investments, and the necessary provision was made for the 
first time ia tha E«timat#» for the first quarter of 1921. 

STAMPS. ,' 

The face value of the postage stamps in the custody of the Vault 
Committee on the 31st December, 1920, was £7,500 as under :— 

Balance on 1st January, 1920 . . f 515 0 0 
Receipts* during the year . . . . . . 283,233 15 0 

283,753 15 0 
Issues during the year . . . . . , 276,253 15 0 

Balance on 31st December, 1920 . . £7,500 0 0 

CURRENCY. 

Silver coin> to the face value of £339,721 was received from the West 
African Currency Board and put into circulation. Towards the end of the 
year increased amounts of silver were being paid into the Banks by the public 
The amount of silver coin in circulation has been estimated to be approximately 
£5,000,000; • 

The introduction of a mixed metal currency was authorised in July, and 
it was imported during the year to the amount of £522,400. .These coins 
are legal tender, of the same denomination, design, size, and weight as the 
corresponding silver coins. It has proved very useful especially for small 
change, and has not gone out of circulation as was found to be the case with 

On the 31st December, 1920, West African Currency Notes to the face 
value Q& £2,387,277 10s. Od. were in circulation as follows:— 

£5 notes . . £16,500 0 0 
20s. „ .... 1,429,300 0 0 

•t 10B. h . . 626,232 10 0 
2b. „ .< 100,450 0 0 
Is. „ 214,795 0 0 

£2,387,277 10 0 

During the year the unpopularity of these notes has Jargejy disappeared 
and they are now readily accepted by the community. \ 
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Nickel bronze coin to the face value of £85,50J was imported during the 
year and the amount in circulation on the 31st December, 1920, was £123,000. 
The importation of this coinage at a time when the demand for silver far 
exceeded the supply has been fully justified. 

BANKING. 

The usual Government accounts at various branches of the Bank of 
British West Africa and the Colonial Bank wer« maintained during the year. 

The Bank of British West Africa, which commenced business in Accra 
on the 1st January, 1897, has since opened branches at Axim, Seccondee, 
Tarquah, Ooomassie, Cape Coast, Saltpond, Winnebah, Bekwai, Koforidua, 
Nsawam, and Dunkwa, and agencies at Obuassi, Prestea, and Half Assinie. 

The Colonial Bank, established in Accra on the 24th February, 1917. 
has now branches at Saccondee, Winnebah, Coomassie, Koforidua,andNsawam, 

A Government Savings Bank conducted by the Treasury was established 
in 1888. The business was transferred to the Post Office in 1905, and is rapidly 
increasing. The amount standing to the credit of depositors on 31st 
December, 1920, was £52,114. 

Penny banlts in connection with the Post Office have also been established 
in the principal Government Schools. 

MUNICIPAL BODIES. 

Town Councils are established at Accra, Cape Coast, and Seccondee. 
The following table shows their Revenue and Expenditure for the past six 
years:— 

1915. > 191 6. • 19] L7. 

Expendi
ture. 

Revenue. Expendi
ture. 

Revenue. Expendi
ture. 

Revenue. 

L7. 

Expendi
ture. 

Accra 
Seccondee 
Cape Coast 

Accra 
Seccondee 
Cape Coast 

£ 
13,108 
5,247 
3,335 

£ 
11,516 
5,223 
5,161 

£ 
13,848 
5,690 
4,521 

£ 
13,403 
5,324 
4,223 

£ 
13,986 
5,923 
4,137 

£ 
15,766 
5,564 
4,538 

Accra 
Seccondee 
Cape Coast 

Accra 
Seccondee 
Cape Coast 

19 
13,454 
6,180 
4,346 

H8. 
13,251 
6,089 
3,649 

191 
14,046 (a) 
5,981 (6) 
4,396 (c) 

9. 
13,963 
6,147 
3,935 

19' 
18,486 (d) 
8,091 (<?) 
6,752 ( / ) 

20. 
16,603 
8,002 
6,068 

(a) includes w „ 
(o) „ 

(e) „ 
( / ) M 

grant-in-aid of £3,600 from Government. 
£1,250 „ 
*1,250 „ 
£7,000 „ 
£3,500 „ 
£4,000 „ „ 
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III,*—TRADE. 

IMPORTS, 

The total value of all goods imported into the Colony during 1920 
(excluding expenses on specie and the value of free goods imported across 
the inland frontiers) amounted to £15,152,H5, as compared with £7,946,981 
in 1919, an increase of £7,205,164 or over ninety per cent. 

The following statement shows the values of Imports for 1919 and 1920, 

1919. 1920. Increase. 

£ £ £ 
Ad valorem 3,242,357 6,771,012 3,528,655 
Specific (other than Wines, Spirits 

3,528,655 

and Malts) 1,402,657 1,699,072 296,415 
do. Wines, Spirits and Maits , . 310,006 395,185 85,179 

Free Goods (Commercial) 2,488,556 4,575,485 2,086,929 
do. (Government Stores) 238,431 1,143,589 905,158 

Post Parcels 264,974 567,802 302,828 

• *7,946,981 *15a52,145 
ft 

7,205,164 

•Exclusive of Expenses on Specie. 

During 1920, all the above items showed increased imports in value oyer 
1919, the two principal heads of increase being ad valorem goods and free 
goods for commercial purposes. There was also a large increase in the value 
of goods imported by parcel post, the value of this trade rising from £264,974 
in 1919 to £567,802 in 1920. 
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The following summary shows the import duties and revenue collected 
during the years 1919 and 1920, and the percentage that the revenue collected 
under the different heads bears to the total revenue collected. 
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In almost every principal item of Import these have been increases to 
some extent in quantity and to a large degree in value compared with 1919, 

G00D8 SUBJECT TO SPECIFIC DUTY. 

The following table shows the main increases in the import of goods 
subject to specific duty including Wines, Spirits and Malts:— 

Articles. 
Denomination. 

Increase in 
Quantity. 

Increase 
in Duty. 

Remarks. 

Ale, Beer and Porter Gallons. 73,835 
£ 

7,379 
Beef and Poric ... lbs. 763,615 • 261 
Bread and Biscuits Cwts. 22,451 384 
Cement and Lime.. Cwts. 226,616 1,169 
Cordage . . Cwts. 2,906 1,105 
•Flour Cwts. .9,345, » • •Decrease £2,407 
Oils~~Kerosene ... Gallons ., 56,112 685 

•Decrease £2,407 

•Rice Cwts. 56,509 . . •Decrease £672 
Soap •. . . Cwts. 27,550 4,106 
Sugar Cwts. 27,744 277 
Spirits, Brandy *.. Gallons . .8,066 6,888 

„ Gin Gallons , 42,263 34,084 
„ Whisky . . Gallons .66,839. 60,856 

Tdbacco—Cigars , . Numbers,, 930,845. 333 •- . 
„ Cigarettes Numbers.. 80,987,296 20,091 

Wine in bulL Gallons. 73,177 7,697 

•Due to exemption from duty from July to December. 

The importation of Trade Spirits was prohibited from 23rd February 
This accounts tor the increased importations of wines, Spirits and malts. 

High priees were paid for produce, money was abundant and the demand 
fox all provisions, cigars, cigarettes and soap consequently increased. 

The shortage of indigenous food stuffs also contributed to the increased 
importation of provisions. 

Decreased imports occurred in the following principal classes of goods 
subject to specific d u t y -

« 

Articles. Decrease in Decrease 
Denomination. Quantity. in Duty. 

Spirits Gin Geneva . • Gallons. 1,196 
£ 

5,560 
„ Hum . . . • . . Gallons. 611,374 329,769 

Tobacco Manufactured O.K.' •. ; ibs.;; ;; 1,879 68 
„ Unmafcufaonuipd . . ... lbs. 1,43*9,577 63,449 
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The decrease in the importation of rum and Geneva gin, a reduction oi 
73% on the amount for 1919, was due to the prohibition of the impo rtati«m 
of Trade Spirits. 

Large stocks of manufactured and unmanufactured tobacco were on 
hand at the end of 1919, which accounts partly for the decreased importation 
in 1920. 

GOODS SUBJECT TO AD VALOREM DUTY. 

The following table shows the principal incraa3os in the importation 
of goods subject to ad valorem duty. There were no decreases of statistical 
importance. 

Articles. Increase in Increase 
Value. in Duty. 

* , • 

£ £ 
Apparel, Wearing 246,108 43,051 
ISeads . . • • . • *. . . «• . . 75,430 13,725 
Cotton Goods (Excluding Yarn and Twist) 1,820,715 339,775 
Earthenware 50,208 7,609 
Furniture 135,378 21,528 
Hardware and Cutlery 344,142 56,130 
Lumber . . . . . . . . . . 110,999 12,201 
Perfumery 165,691 29,388 
Provisions 392.402 448 
Silk Goods 26,015 4,929 

The increases in the imports of wearing apparel, cottons, earthenware, 
furniture, hardware, cutlery and such luxuries as perfumery and silk goods, 
were largely due to the high prices paid for produce and the consequently 
increased spending capacity of the people. Italy became again an exporting 
country for beads, which accounts mainly for the increased imports under that 
head. 

Generally speaking, the increase in the volume of all these imports is not in 
the same proportion as the increase in value, due mostly to the continuance 
of high prices which showed, however, a tendency to fall before the end of the 
year. 

GOODS FREE OF DUTY. 

The following are the chief heads under which increases occurred. 
4 

Articles. Increase in 
Value. 

Galvanised Iron Sheets . . . . 
£ 

192,328 
Machinery »• . . * • • • •. •. • • 57,688 
Motor Vehicles (including Motor Cars, Lorries and Cycles).. 798,021 
Cycles—Other . • *. • • »• . . . • . . 41,139 
Railway Plant and Rolling Stock . • 354,235 
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The increased importation of motor vehicles was due to expectations 
of the continuance of the cocoa boom, and also to *he increase in the number 
of roads open to motor traffic in the Colony and Ashanti. The increases 
under the other heads were due to the completion of orders indented 
for in previous years but not fulfilled until 1920, owing to causes connected 
with the war. 

Decreases are shown under bags and sacks and cooper's stores. The 
former amounted to £413,549 and was accounted for by over importation 
of these articles in 1919. The latter amounted to £7,613 and calls for no 
special explanation. 

SPECIE. 

The following table shows the imports of Specie during the pa.it three 
years. 

1918. 1919. 1920. 

336,284 835,062 1,010,694 

EXPORTS. 

The following table shows the various classes of exports for the past three 
years. 

1918. 1919. 1920. 

Domestic Produce and Manufactures 
Foreign Produce and Manufactures 
Bullion 
OpV-JlC » « . . .» •» 

£ 
2,604,803 

56,764 
1,365,000 

446,358 

£ 
9,302,060 

73,624 
1,403,760 

34,731 

£ 
11,336,046 

76,930 
889,248 
49,983 

Totals . . 
• 

4,472,925 10,814,175 12,352,207 

The value of the domestic produce and manufactures exported, £11,336,046, 
is an increase of about 22 per cent, over the value of similar exports for 1919, 

http://pa.it
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INCREASES. 

The following table gives particulars of the main exports of domestic 
production. • 

Increase in Decrease Increase 
Articles. Denomination. Quantity. in in Quantity. 

Quantity. Value. 

Cocoa Tons. • • 51,403 
£ 

1,777,744 
Kola Nuts lbs. * « 116,121 101,996 
Cotton, Raw lbs. 25,394 1,309 
Diamonds Carats. 102 • * 365 
Guinea Grains lbs. 5,666 17 
Gum Copal lbs. 70,388 2,605 
Lumber (Native Timber) Sup : feet. 11,188,263 238,877 
Ores, Tin Tons 3 86 

The percentage of export values of oocoa to those of other products of 
the Colony has risen from 8.02 in 1901 to 82.26 in 1920. I t was responsible 
for the largest increase in export values during the year, the increase in value 
over 1919 reaching the large sum of £l,777,744,dcspite the fact that the exports 
as regards quantity were 51,403 tons less than in 1919. The exports in the 
latter year were 176,176 tons, but in 1920 only 124,773 tons were sent out 
of the Colony. The average price of the cocoa shipped during 1919 was 
£47 per ton, while the average price of the 1920 exports was £80 per ton which 
is a record. These prices are f ,o.b, prices inclusive of the export duty, which 
amounted to £4 13s, 4d. per ton during 1920. 

During the latter half of the year the market became depressed and the 
situation one of anxiety to producers and stock holders. As the Gold Coast 
produces about forty per cent, of the world's consumption of oocoa the 
stagnant condition of the market in this commodity affected adversely the 
whole trade of the Colony. 

The exports of kola nuts showed a decrease of 116,121 lbs. on the 1919 
Exports but an increase in value of £101,996. Ninety-nine per cent, of the 
exports of this commodity was consigned to Nigeria, where there is a ready 
market for Gold Coast kola nuts. 

A company has been formed to work the diamondiferous area. So far 
the diamonds discovered have been small, but they are reported to bo of good 
quality. 

The exports of lumber, almost entirely mahogany, were greater by 
11,188,263 superficial feet than those of the preceding year. Seventy-five 
per cent, was shipped to the United States where there is always a* good 
demand for furniture woods of all kinds. Almost the whole of the balance 
went to the United Kingdom. 
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DECREASES* 

The principal decreases in the exports of domestic produce are shown 
hereunder. 

Increase in Decrease in Decrease 
Articles. Denomination. Quantity. Quantity. in Value. 

Copra Tons. • » 557 
£ 

12,530 
Gold and Gold Dust Oz. 129,341 514,512 
Auriferous By

129,341 514,512 

product lbs. 31,780 10,313 
Ivory lbs. 7,370 2,957 
Ores, Manganese . . Tons. 10,418 3,789 
Palm Kernels Tons. • • 2,229 30,780 
Palm Oil . . Gallons. • • 308,983 26,079 
Rubber lbs. 422,408 6,306 

In spite of the enhanced export value of copra, palm kernels, and palm 
oil, the exports of these commodities decreased in quantity. The price received 
for cocoa was so high during the greater part of the year, that all available 
labour was absorbed by it to the detriment of other industries. 

The exports of rubber decreased by over 58% and though no duiibt 
this was partly due to the scarcity of labour, the great fall in the price made 
the industry less attractive. 

The decline in exports of gold and aurjferous by-products was also 
mainly accounted for by the shortage of labour, Exports of manganese 
increased in quantity but decreased in value. The increase in the quantity 
exported wou'd n,o doubt have been greater, but for the lack of sufficient rail 
transport and the*difficulty experienced in handling the ore at Seccondee 
which is the port of shipment. 

DIRECTION OF TRADE. 

The value of the external trade in 1920 was £27,518,066, which far exceeds 
the value for 1919, £18,746,717, which was a record. 
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Tho following table shows the trend of the aggregate external trade of the 
Colony for 1913, the last pre-war year and 1920, respectively. 

COUNTRIES. 

JMPORI 
CB; 

IS PER 
NT. 

EXPORTS PEB 
CENT. 

AGGR; 
TRAD] 

OE 

BOATS 
E PER 
NT. 

COUNTRIES. 1913. 1920. 1913. 1920. 1913. 1920. 

United Kingdom .. 
British West Africa 
Other parts of the 

British Empire 

Total British Empire 

United States of 
America 

France 
Other Foreign 

Coxintries 

Total Foreign 

69.99 
5.54 

.21 

78.05 
.62 

.86 

64.77 
7.42 

« • 

47.48 
4.29 

• • 

67.26 
6.53 

.10 

64.32 
2.27 

.48 

United Kingdom .. 
British West Africa 
Other parts of the 

British Empire 

Total British Empire 

United States of 
America 

France 
Other Foreign 

Coxintries 

Total Foreign 

75.74 79.53 72.19 51.77 73.89 67.07 

United Kingdom .. 
British West Africa 
Other parts of the 

British Empire 

Total British Empire 

United States of 
America 

France 
Other Foreign 

Coxintries 

Total Foreign 

5.09 
.94 

18.23 

14.72 
1.14 

4.61 

1.86 
8.39 

17.56 

20.68 
12.67 

14.88 

3.4 
4.84 

17.87 

17.39 
6.32 

9.22 

United Kingdom .. 
British West Africa 
Other parts of the 

British Empire 

Total British Empire 

United States of 
America 

France 
Other Foreign 

Coxintries 

Total Foreign 24.26 20.47 27.81 48.23 26.11 32.93 

Though the United Kingdom still appropriates the largest share of tho 
external trade of the Colony, she has not yet regained the position she held 
in 1913. The United States, on the other hand, has considerably increased 
her trade with the Gold Coast during the period of the war and afterwards. 
During 1920, the principal supplies of flour, kerosene, sugar, unmanufactured 
tobacco, motor cars and lorries were supplied by the United States, and in 
the aggregate considerable supplies of manufactured articles such as hardware, 
railway plant and rolling stock, rice, provisions, perfumery, and unclassified 
articles were obtained from the same source. Most of the exports of lumber, 
manganese ore, and a considerable quantity of oocoa went to the United 
States. On the other hand it must be borne in mind that it is not always 
possible to obtain absolutely accurate statistics as to the countries of origin 
of imports and countries of final destination of exports and for that reason 
it is possible, for example, that a considerable proportion of the flour described 
as of American origin came from Canada. 

| 
I 
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POBTS. 
The following table gives the values of Imports and Exports, which passed 

through the principal ports of the Colony during 1920:— 

TOTAL VALUES. Values of 
Imports 

PORT. and 
Exports 

PORT. and 
Exports 

Imports. Exports. combined. 

£ £ £ 
1. Accra 6,086,566 4,551,429 10,637,995 
2. Seccondee 5,073,869 4,716,101 9,789,970 
3. Winnebah 912,068 1,236,884 2,148,952 
4. Saltpond 711,386 678,067 1,389,453 
5. Cape Coast 744,559 412,064 1,156,623 
6, Addah 555,204 297,524 852,728 
7. Quittah 267,606 60,197 327,803 
8. Half Assinie 87,517 65,492 153,009 
9. Axim 87,835 222,862 310,697 

10. Elmina 25,633 • • 25,633 
11. Appam 18,750 ' 86,669 105,419 
12. Attuabo 6,081 2,556 8,637 
13. Dixcove 1,822 16,960 18,782 
14. Post Parcels 567,802 • « 567,802 

15,146,698 12,346,805 27,493,503 

SHIPPING. 

The nationality, number, description and tonnage of vessels, which 
entered and oleared at the various Custom Houses of the Colony during 1920 
are as follows:— 

ENTERED. TOTALS. Percentage 
of total 
tonnage 
entered. 

Nationality. Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. 
Nos. Tons. 

Percentage 
of total 
tonnage 
entered. 

Nos. Tons. Nos. Tons. 
Nos. Tons. 

Percentage 
of total 
tonnage 
entered. 

British . . 
French . . 
American.. 
Danish . . 
Norwegian 
Dutch 
Swedish . . 
German . . 

318 
50 
30 

3 
5 

27 
7 
2 

891,755 
130,410 
111,580 

3,375 
6,343 

31,760 
5,688 

• 2,664 

2 

6 

1,329 

4,863 

• » 

• » 

320 
50 
36 

3 
5 

27 
7 
2 

892,984 
130,410 
116,443 

3,375 
6,343 

31,760 
5 688 
2,664 

75.06 
10.96 
9.79 

.28 

.53 
2.67 

.48 

.23 

Total 442 1,183,575 8 6,092 450 1,189,667 100%. 



22 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 

CLEARED. TOTALS, 

• 

* Pftff tAfl t A. CPA 

of total 
Nationality. Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. tonnage Nationality. 

Nos. Tons. cleared. Nos. Tons. cleared. 

Nos. Tons. Nos. Tons. 

British . . 310 873,848 1 660 311 874,508 74.83 
French . . 48 126,390 » • 48 126,390 10.82 
American 30 110,745 7 4,934 37" 115,679 9.9 
Norwegian 6 7,892 • • 6 ' 7,892 .67 
Danish 3 3,375 • • 3 3,375 .29 
German .. 2 2,664 2 2,664 .23 
Swedish .. 7 5,688 • • 7 5,688 .4*9 
Dutch . . 27 32,391 27 32,391 2.77 

Total . . 433 1,162,993 8 5,594 441 1,168,587 
-

100%. 

IV. LEGISLATION, 1920. 

GOLD COAST. 

During the year 1920, thirty-two Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Council of which the following are of general interest:— 

No. 2 of 1920.—The Treaty of Peace (Germany) Ordinance, 1920, defines 
and provides the requisite modifications under which the Treaty of Peace 
Order,1919, shall apply totheGold CoastColony. TheEoyal Order in Council, 
which deals with questions connected with enemy properties, contracts 
debts, and the like, applies of its own force to this Colony; but it provides 
that in its application it shall be applied subject to such statutory modifications 
as the particular laws of the Colony may render necessary. 

No. 12 of 1920—The Motor Traffic Amendment Ordinance, 1920, amends 
section 11 of the principal Ordinance by reintroducing the principle that 
before a person can obtain a driving licence he must pass a satisfactory test 
in motor driving. Under section 7 of the Ordinance a reservation is made 
in favour of holders of driving licences issued under the existing law. 

No. 13.—The Customs Tariff Second Further Amendment Ordinance, 
1920, was passed in order to remove the duty now chargeable on certain 
classes of necessary foodstuffs imported into the Colony, the result of which 
should be a reduction in the sale prices of these foodstuffs. The strain of 
increased prices which every one has felt led to this measure being taken to 
alleviate, to some extent, that strain. \ 
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No. 15 of 1920.—The Imports and Exports Kestriction Ordinance, 1920 
s designedly of a temporary nature 5 and its purport is to empower the 
Governor to impose restrictions on the importation and exportation of animals 
and articles the importation or exportation of which the exigencies of the 
existing and anticipated post-war conditions render or may render dangerous 
or undesirable. 

This Ordinance is intended to place on a regular footing the post-war 
exercise of the powers therein referred to which up to the present have or 
could have been exercised under the authority of emergency war measures. 

No. 16.—The Revised Edition of the Laws Ordinance, 1920, empowers 
the Attorney-General (the Honourable D. Kingdon) to compile a new and 
revised edition of the Gold Coast Laws which has become necessary, as there 
has been no new edition published now for over ten years. The Ordinance 
is in the usual form of such Ordinances and is in accordance with precedent. 
Tho last Ordinance of the Colony of similar purport was the Reprint of 
Statutes Ordinance, 1909, No. 16 of 1909. 

No. 21.—The Post Office (Charlatanic uses) Ordinance, 1920, was passed 
in order to prevent the circulation of charlatanic advertisements and matter 
of a kind commonly met with in this Colony, and to provide for their detention 
and destruction by the postal authorities. 

Such advertisements not infrequently induce natives to waste their 
money, and are also in some instances of a morally injurious nature, and it is 
for these reasons that it is thought desirable to repress such pernicious activities. 

No. 23.—The Census Ordinance, 1920, was passed at the pleasure of His 
Majesty that a Census of the British Empire be taken in the year one thousand 
nine hundred and twenty-one. I t gives Government the powers necessary 
for taking the Census in 1921. 

No. 25.—The West African Officers Compassionate Gratuity Ordinance, 
1920, was passed in order to systematise the policy of granting compassionate 
gratuities to the dependents of deceased native officials. Such gratuities 
have frequently been granted in the past, each case being judged on its merits 
and the practice of granting them is an increasing one. The Ordinance 
formulates a scheme whereby a gratuity proportionate to his length of service 
and final salary should become payable to the dependants of a deceased native 
official on his death while still in the service. 

No. 26—The Mixed Metal Currency Ordinance, 1920, extends the provi
sions of the Currency Offences Ordinance, 1918 (No. 39) as amended by the 
Currency Offences Amendment Ordinance, 1920 (No. 7) to mixed metal 
currency, and was passed in order to safeguard the depreciation of that coinage 
which has now been put into circulation. * 

No. 27.—The Electricity Supply Ordinance, 1920, was passed in order 
to make provision for the supply by private enterprise of electricity for lighting 
and other purposes and the general scheme of the Ordinance fo lows that ot 
the Proprietary Railways Ordinance, 1907, though parts of it have been 
adapted from various English and other sources. 
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No. 31.—The Second Spirituous Liquors Ordinance repeals and re-enacts 
the Spirituous Liquors Ordinance No. 5 of 1920, the main purport of which 
was to make provision for the better effectuation with respect to this polony 
of the International African Liquor Traffic Convention of the 10th September, 
1919. 

ASHANTI. 

During the year 1920, nineteen Ordinances were enacted with respect to 
Ashanti. Several of these were enacted for the purpose of applying to Ashanti 
various Ordinances of the Gold Coast Colony. 

No, 6.—The Probates (British and Colonial) Recognition Ordinance 
provides for the recognition in Ashanti of Probate and Letters of Administra
tion granted in the United Kingdom or in a British Possession or Protectorate 
or in a British Court in a foreign country. 

No. 8.—The Revised Edition of the Laws Ordinance, 1920. The general 
purport of this Ordinance is similar to that of the Gold Coast No. 16 of 1920. 

No. 19.—The Judicature Amendment Ordinance, 1920, adds a proviso 
to section 4 of the principal Ordinance to enable the Circuit Judge to deal 
with Divorce and Matrimonial Causes in Ashanti. 

No H i HERN TERRITORIES OP THE GOLD COAST. 

During the year 1920, twelve Ordinances were enactad with respect to 
the Protectorate. Several of these were enacted for the purpose of applying 
to the Protectorate various Ordinances of the Gold Coast. 

Apart from these, Ordinance No. 5 of 1920, namely the Revised Edition 
of the Laws of the Protectorate seems todesorve mention, tho purport of which 
is similar to that of the Ordinances of the Gold Coast Colony and of Ashanti, 
No. 16 of 1920 and No. 8 of 1920 respectively. 

V. AGRICULTURE. 

Cocoa:—This is the principal revenue producing crop of the Colony and 
it has been developed entirely by peasant proprietors. 

The rapid growth of this industry is indicated by the following table of 
exports 

Average quantity exported annually {Customs figures). 
. 1910-H 40,888 tons. 

1913-17 68,769 „ 
1916-20 . . . 106,071 „ 

Customs returns show that 124,773 tons of cocoa were exported during 
the year 1920, a decrease of 51,382 tons when compared with the total for the 
previous year. 
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Of the total quantity exported in 1920, the percentage contributed by 
each Province is noted as follows, while comparison with* similar figures for 
1919 are of interest:— 

1920. ! 1919. 
Eastern Province 44.93% 56.34% 
Central „ . . . . . . 21.53% 21.12% 
Western „ (including Ashanti) 33.54% 22.54% 

A further analysis of Customs figures shows that previous to 1920 the 
highest average value per ton was recordeAin 1916, which was surpassed by 
the height to which the value of cocoa rose in 1920—as under:— 

" 1916. 1920. 
Eastern Province . . . . . . •. £54 £80 
Central ,, 51 78 
Western Province (including Ashanti) . % 51 82 

The market price fluctuated considerably during the year; the.steady 
rise which commenced in 1919 was continued into 1920, and reached its height 
in April at £96 10s. Od. per ton. From that date the price moved between 
£81-£88 and then dropped suddenly to £45 10s. 0d., towards the end of 
December. 

Inferior preparation of the produce is an outstanding characteristic of 
the industry, to which no doubt a considerable stimulus was given during 
the boom period, as quantity appeared to be the end in view rather than 
quality. 

As commerce is surely, if slowly, returning to a more normal basis, there 
is a possibility of an improvement in the general conduct of the industry, 
and in the quality of the product. The extension of the system of co-operative 
associations throughout the Colony has been encouraged, and the formation 
of an Agricultural and Commercial Society, which was begun towards the end 
of the year, should do much to stimulate efforts in this direction amongst the 
peasant proprietors of the country. 

Palm Products:—The palm oil and kernel industry although containing 
great possibilities, is one which receives diminishing attention. This no 
doubt is due, in part at least, to the greater attractions of the cocoa industry, 
in the prosecution of which less strenuous efforts are required. 

Export figures show a marked decrease when compared with those of the 
previous year. 

1920, 1919. 
Pericarp Oil . . 629,612 gallons. 938,595 gallons 
Kernels . . 7,664 tons. 9,892 tons. 

On the declared values the average price per gallon of pericarp oil has 
risen from 2.49 shillings in 1919 to 3.62 shillings in 1920. 

The Manager of the West African Oils, Ltd., states that fruit was scarce 
and of poor quality, thin pericarp and low oil content. 
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Kola:~~This product is also obtained from an indigenous tree. There 
is a constant demand for the product in Northern Nigeria, and the volume 
and value of the exports has considerably increased during the last six years. 
The export figures of the. sea borne portion of the Trade for that period arf 
as follows:— 

Packages. Value. 
1915 . . . . 8,267,100 £139,163 
1916 . . 6,742,898 130,571 
1917 . . 11,984,645 239,134 
1918 . . . . 13,254,538 262,144 
1919 . . . . 16,319,972 350,249 
1920 . . . . 16,203,851 452,245 

The annual average of the declared value has again risen from 5.15d. 
in 1919, to 6.7d. per lb. for the year under review. 

Coconuts:—The total exports amounted to 427 tons valued at £17,561; 
this is less than half the quantity recorded for 1919. v 

Special steps have been taken by the Department of Agriculture to 
foster and stimulate the copra industry along the littoral. Towards the 
formation of three Communal Plantations 82,000 seed nuts were purchased 
and planted, while the services of coconut experts from Ceylon have been 
obtained to supervise the establishment of these plantations. 

Rubber:—The export figures of this product, which are the lowest on 
record for a considerable number of years, indicate that, this industry has 
fallen to almost insignificant proportions. 

During 1920, 299,180 lbs. were exported, a decrease of 422,378 lbs. 
compared with the previous year. 

Food Crops:—As in 1919, the scarcity of food crops was a conspicuous 
feature, and during the months from March to June became more marked 
than in the previous year, with the result that prices reached even higher 
levels. The scarcity was increased by the abnormally dry conditions which 
were experienced. 

Horticulture:—The distribution of plants and seedlings continues in 
evex increasing numbers. 

Training:—The number of teachers and students to whom instruction in 
agricultural matters was imparted at five Stations of the department totalled 
146 for the year. , 

Considerable attention has been given by the Department to the develop
ment of such products as sisal, rice, ground-nuts and shea-butter, but 
the results of these experiments will not be forthcoming until 1921. The 
oocoa industry has proved so lucrative to the farmers, middlemen, and traders 
that little attention has been paid to the cultivation of these and othei 
products to which conditions in the Gold Coast are particularly well adapted. 
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VI.—EDUCATION, 

Education in the Gold Coast is chiefly in the hands of various Missionary 
Societies, but there are nineteen Government Schools, the largest of which 
are at Accra, Cape Coast, and Coomassie. With very few exceptions aU the 
s hools are primary. Preliminary operations have already been undertaken 
towards tha establishment of a large Government Secondary School in the 
vicinity of Accra. Arrangements havo also been made for the completion 
of four Government Junior Trades Schools at Kibbi, Yendi, Mampong, and 
Assuantsi. 

The schools are very unevenly distributed the numbers being greatest 
in those districts where Missionary work .first commenced. Thui in the 
Western Province, away from the coast; there are very few schools. In the 
Northern Territories there are only four schools, directly under the control 
of Government. Schools are most numerous in the Eastern Province. 

The teaching staff consists entirely of Native teachers, many of whom 
have been trained in the Seminaries at Akropong and Abetifi, formerly under 
the Basel Mission and now under the Scottish Mission, and at the Accra 
Government Training College. The latter was established in 1909, for the 
purpose of training teachers for Mission as well as Government Schools; the 
Scottish Mission has its own Training Institutions or Seminaries. Since 1909 
over 400 teachers have been trained at the Accra Government'Training College 
for the Bremen, Roman Catholic, and Wesleyan Mission, as well as 
Government Schools. 

With the exception of a few Scottish Mission schools and two Wesleyan 
Girls' Schools, all the schools are day schools. Female education is very 
backward. 

The Vernacular is used entirely in the infant classes, English and the 
Vernacular in the lower standards, and English mainly in the higher classes. 

The number oi Missionary Schools, subject to inspection by the Education 
Department and receiving grants-in-aid from the public funds, was 198; 
there are 19 Government Schools. The total number of Government and 
Assisted Schools was 217. Of these 28 were boys' schools, 7 girls' schools, 
163 mixed schools, and 19 infants' schools. 

The deportation of the Basel Missionaries was completed in 1918. The 
Education Department took control of their schools in February 1918; these 
institutions were transferred to the care of the Scottish Mission in April, 1920, 

The Bremen Mission Schools were taken over by the Government, 
temporarily, in July, 1916, when the German Missionaries were deported. 
These schools are still under the control of the Education Department. The 
Department also exercises some supervision over the Church affairs of the 
Mission which fell into the hands of the Native Ministers, after tfce deportation 
of the Germans. 

v . . 
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The following is a comparative table showing the number of Government 
and Assisted Schools during the year and the enrolment of pupils:— 

Enrolment. 

Description of Schools No. of 
Schools 

Total. 
Boys. Girls. 

A. M» E. Zionist Mission 
Former Bremen Mission 
Church of England Mission 
Government 
Roman Catholic Mission 

5 
27 

5 
19 
31 

738 
1,810 

606 
3,590 
3,190 

69 
345 

62 
660 
477 

807 
2,155 

668 
4,250 
3,667 

Scottish Mission (former Basel Mission) 88 6,581 2,268 8,849 
Wesleyan Mission 41 7,076 1,033 8,109 
Secondary (S. P. G. Grammar School) 1 75 — 75 

Total 217 23,666 4,914 28,580 

The total number of pupils enrolled upon the registers of all Government 
and Assisted Schools during the year 1920, was 28,580, an increase of 1,262 
as compared with 1919. The average attendance during 1920 shows an increase 
of 1,234. 

The grants-in-aid paid to schools, exclusive of salaries of teachers under 
the former Bremen Mission, amounted to £23,290. 

The total expenditure by the Government on Education in 1920 amounted 
to £57,544, a decrease of £172 as compared with 1919. 

There were 96 students in residence during the year at the Government 
Training College for Teachers at Accra. 83 students were in training at the 
Akropong Scottish fission Seminary. At the Government Technical School, 
Accra, 54 pupils were in residence. • 

In March, 1920, a Commission was appointed by the Governor to survey 
the whole field of educational activities and make recommendations thereon. 
A very exhaustive report was submitted and the reorganisation of the 
Education Department according to the principles laid down in the report 
has begun* 
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VIL—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

HOSPITALS AND ASYLUMS. 

During the year 2,898 Europeans and 55,687 Natives were treated in the 
Hospitals and Dispensaries of the Colony as compared with 2,038 and 56,267 
respectively in the previous year. 

The number of patients admitted into the Accra Lunatic Asylum during 
the year was 41 males and 15 females. The number discharged was 12 males 
and 5 females. The daily average number of inmates was 132.27 as compared 
with 127.3 in 1919. There were 33 deaths—29 males and 4 females. 

VIII.-JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

POLICE. 

The authorized establishment of the Police Force of all ranks on the 31st 
of December, 1920, was 1,449 made up as follows :— 

General Police 373 
Escort Police . . . . . . 780 
Railway Police 97 
Marine Police 34 
Recruits . , . . 60 
Disciplinary Staff, etc . . 60 
Band • • . . . . . . 45 

1,449 

This is an increase of 63 over the establishment for 1919. 

This force is distributed in the Colony and Ashanti (separate provision 
being made for the policing of the Northern Territories by means of 
the Northern Territories Constabulary, as to which information is contained 
in the annual report on the Northern Territories). 

The total number of recruits enlisted in 1920 was 342 as compared with 
408 in 1919, and the casualties from death, desertion, discharge, resignation 
and dismissals amounted to 105 as against 72 in 1919. 

Government specie was escorted during the year as usual; £254 was 
realised in commissions for the escorting of private specie as compared with 
£280 in 1919. 

The Police dealt with 13,151 cases of crime during the year under review, 
a decrease of 548 as compared with the previous year. 

The decrease in Crime is accounted for by the fact that the number of 
petty offences was considerably lower than in 1919. 

Murder shows a decrease. 
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On the other, hand there are increases in the serious crimes of wounding, 
burglary, and larcency. 

The total expenditure for the year amounted to £93,998 15s. Id . as 
compared with £65,092 12s. 8d. in 1919. The amount paid in gratuities 
on discharge was £1,000 16s. lOd. as compared with £1,323 18s. l id . in 
1919. 

With the exception of the increases of pay to the native ranks and the 
separation of the Police and Prisons Departments, no recommendations of 
the Police Committee have come into force. The Secretary of State has not 
yet approved of the remainder of the Commission's proposals. 

New ranks of Assistant Superintendent of Police and 1st Class Constable 
came into being and afford a further grade for promotion. 

In the New Year's Honours Mr. Bettington, the Inspector-General, was 
awarded the King's Police Medal, and Sergeant James Kofi of the General 
Police was awarded the African Police Medal 

Marine Police were established at Seccondee. 

CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 

The number of cpnvictions in the Superior Courts of the Colony during 
1919 and 1920 was .̂ s follows :— 

# * 1919 1920 

Offences against the person 
Slave dealing .. 
Offenc.es against property 
Other offences 

34 104 
. • * » 

45 48 
25 11 

104 163 

There were 21 acquittals in 1920, as compared with 100 in 1919. 
The number of summary convictions in 1919 and 1920, was as follows 

1919 1920 

Offences against the person v 1,947 1,710 
Slave dealing . . . . . . . . 7 . . 
Offences against property . . . . 2,064 2,188 
Other Offences 4,960 6,736 

8,978 10,634 

There were 2,612 acquittals as compared with 2,946 in 1919. 

http://6oto.NI.4Zi
http://Offenc.es
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CIVIL ACTIONS. 

There were 467 civil actions brought in the pivisional Courts of the 
Colony during 1920, as compared with 415 in 1919, and 395 in 1918. 

Court fees and lines collected during 1920, amounted to £4,475 14s.lid.? 
as compared with £5,469 5s. 8d. in 1919. 

The number of writs of F i : Fa : issued by the Courts for execution during 
the year was 163 involving an amount of £35,094 l i s . 3d., of which 
£5,583 15s. 0d. was collected. In 1919, these figures were 263 writs of 
F i : F a : issued involving an amount of £17,632 9s. 2d., of which 
£6,329 Is. 5d. was collected. The number of writs of Ca: Sa,: issued 
during 1920 was 685 involving an amount of £27,817 .0s. 3d. whejeof a 
sum of £8,664 16s. lOd. was collected. 

PRISONS. ; , 

The following remarks and statistics refer to prfeons in the Colony and 
Ashanti (information as to Prisons in the Northern Territories being contained 
in the annual report on the Northern Territories). 
. « .. . 

Early in 1920, the separation of Police and Prisons took effect, on the 
appointment of an I. G. and Deputy I. G. Prisons, who took over the duties 
formerly assigned to the I. G. and Deputy I. G..Police. The staff consisted 
of seven European Officers, and five Prison Superintendents (formerly styled 
European gaolers), one West Indian Gaoler, and 259 native warders of different 
grades on the permanent establishment, with about 100 to 120 temporary 
warders. 

In the Colony there are two central prisons at Accra and Seccondee in 
which long-sentence convicts are confined. At Cape Coast Prison a few 
long-sentence prisoners, are confined from time to time. All other gaols in 
the Colony are purely local prisons for prisoners whose sentences do not exceed 
six months, and are at present established at nearly all district headquarter 
stations. . 

• • • 

In Ashanti, Coomassie has a central prison for the accommodation of 
b:ig-33ntence, as well as short-sentence convicts, but dangerous criminals 
and prisoners with very long sentences are invariably transferred to Seccondee. 
At Obuassie there is a local prison of some importance ; while there ard small 
gaols, mostly temporary structures for the accommodation of short-sentence 
prisoners at five other district headquarters in Ashanti. 

The daily average number of inmates at the four central prisons in the 
Colony and Ashanti, as compared with the figures in 1919, were as follows:— 

. 1919 1920 : 

Accra . . 3T7 ' 3 5 4 : / 
Seccondee (Central Prison) . . 358 ' 367 
Cape Coast . . . . . . 86 92 
Coomas&ie . . . . . . 155 140 - ~" 
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The number shewn opposite Seccondee (Central Prison) were all long-
S3ntance convicts; short-sentence convicts at Seccondee are accommodated 
in Fort Orange. Of those shewn opposite Accra some 76 on the average 
were long-3entence prisoners ; the majority of the inmates at Cape Coast and 
Coomassie were short-sentence convicts. The daily average number of 
prisoners of all classes at the four central and 16 local prisons was males 1,575 
females 18, total 1,592. 

A scheme for the reorganisation of the Prisons Department was submitted 
by the I. G, Prisons in Ju&e, 1920, the main features of which were abolition 
of bush prisons and concentration at important stations, the building of new 
central prisons at Coomassie and Koforidua, and the division of the warder 
staff into literate and illiterate branches. This scheme was still under consi
deration at the close of the year. Meanwhile, however, approval was obtained 
for a scheme of converting Ussher Fort, Accra, into a small industrial prison 
for long-sentence convicts—thus alleviating the situation somewhat as regards 
prison accommodation, which has been inadequate for many years past. 
The total number of persons committed to prison during 1920 was 6,047, 
a decrease of 520 as compared with 1919. The committals during 1920, 
included 148 females and 75 juveniles. Of the total committals 65 per cent, 
were for purposes of penal imprisonment, 6 per cent, were for debt, and the 
remaining 29 per cent, were for safekeeping pending trial. 

There were two executions at Accra and five at Seccondee, a total of 
seven as compared with ten in 1919. 

There were 61 escapes and 25 recaptures as compared with 72 and 38 
respectively in 1919. 

The number of deaths was 63, as against 45 in 1919, and the daily average 
on the sick list was 4 per cent, which was ako rather higher than in 1919. 

The cost of the department during the period under review was £47,177 
as compared with £30,381 for 1919. The average cost of each prisoner was 
£29 12s. 8d., an increase of about £10 as compared with 1919, 
which is accounted for by the increase of staff, salaries, and prices of foodstuffs. 
Rations cost £13,420 being an increase of £4,278 over the cost in 1919. 

In connection with the building at Ussher Fort, prisoners were employed 
on cement block-mafc'ng. This is a new form of prison labour in the Gold 
Coast and was later extended to public works at Seccondee. Preparations 
were also made for employing prisoners as masons at Ussher Fort. 

•-: Long-sentence, prisoners, more particularly at Accra and Seccondee, 
were generally employed intramurally, in such skilled trades as tailoring, 
bootmaking and repairing, and carpentry; short-sentence prisoners were 
mostly employed extramurally, on sanitary work, roadmaking, weeding and 
cleaning the precincts of public btfildings.' Labour is supplied free to the 
Sanitary and Public Works departments, while the tailors' shops at Accra and 
Seccondee prisons make unifOfm for the police as well as for the prison staff. 
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The actual cash earnings were £4,207 as compared with £3,066 in the 
previous year, shewing an increase of £1,141. This increase was chiefly due 
to developments in the tailoring and shoemaking departments, for whose 
services there is an ever-increasing demand amongst private individuals at 
Accra and Seccondee. 

IX.—VITAL STATISTICS. 

POPULATION, 
At the Census taken in 1911, the population of the Gold Coast and 

Dependencies was 1,503,386. 
The number of Europeans resident in the Colony during 1920 was 2,818. 

Officials 
Mercantile 
Mining 
Missionary , . 

Total 

1919. 

653 
1,902 

561 
66 

3,182 

1920. 

775 
1,506 

465 
72 

2,818 

PUBLIC HEALTH. 
The number of births and deaths registered during the years 1919 and 

1920 was :— 

Births 
Deaths 
Still births 

1919. 
Europeans. Natives. 

— 1,927 
26 2,498 
— 102 

1920. 
Europeans. Natives. 

1 2,074 
32 3,105 

95 
A summary of the principal causes of deaths at all ages shews that 19% 

was due to intestinal diseases, the second in importance being the pneumonia 
group, which accounted for over 14%. . 

Sixper cent: of the deaths were due to Tuberculosis (including Phthisis). 
An analysis of the death and invaliding statistics of the European 

population is appended':— * 

1920. , 
Number 
of Resi
dents. 

Deaths. Invalided. 
Death 
Bate per 
1,000. 

Invaliding 
Rate per 

1,000. 

Officials , . 
Merchants . . 
Mining Companies . . 
Missionaries 

775 
1,506 

465 
72 

7 
20 

4 
1 

30 
47 
19 
• • 

9.03 
13.28 
8.60 

13.88 

88.71 
31.20 
40.86 

Totals 2,818 32 96 11.36 34.06 
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The death rate amongst Europeans resident in the Colony during 1920 
was 11.35 per 1000 as compared with 8.8 in 1919. The invaliding rates pear 
1000 for the same periods were 34.06 and 23.27 respectively. 

Of the seven deaths which occurred amongst European officials in the 
Colony and its dependencies in 1920, three were due to blackwater fever, 
two to paratyphoid fever, one to malaria and one to bronchitis. 

Of the twenty-five deaths of European Non-Officials, seven were 
due to blackwater fever, one to malaria, one to nephritis, one to 
yellow fever, one to dysentery, one to enteritis, two to broncho-pneumonia, 
one to cirrhosis of liver, one to internal hemorrhage, two to 
intestinal obstruction, three to heart disease, one to alcoholic poisoning, 
one to paralysis, one to paratyphoid fever, and one to Cellulitis. 

Six European Non-officials were invalided with Mackwater fever, 15 
with malaria. 

The average daily number of European Officials on the sick list compared 
to the average daily number resident in the Colony was 2.19 per cent, as 
compared with 1.69 per cent, in 1919 and 3.97 per cent, in 1918. 

Treatment was given in 4,705 cases of malaria, 824 cases of dysentery, 
3 cases of yellow fever, 422 cases of pneumonia, 355 cases of tuberculosis 
and a large number of cases of minor complaints. 

27 cases of sleeping sickness were treated during the year. Of 36 cases 
of blackwater fever treated seven proved fatal, and of three cases of yellow 
fever, one resulted in death. 

INFANTILE MORTALITY. 

As Registration is not general all over the Colony, no accurate statement 
of the infant mortality can be given. 

The table below is for Accra. 
1919. 1920. 

Number of births registered . . . . . . 709 714 
Number of deaths under one year „ . . 255 289 
Percentage of total deaths at all ages . . 28% 22% 
Deaths under one year per 1000 births . . 359.6 405 

SANITATION. 

The usual routine measures of sanitation were carried out in a satisfactory 
manner. 

There were 8,367 prosecutions for nuisances and under the Mosquito 
Ordinance, during the year. 7,746 persons were convicted and the fines 
amounted to £3,673. 

The special feature of the year was a severe outbreak of small-pox in 
Accra and surrounding villages. There were 70 deaths. 
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76,897 vaccinations were performed during the year, of which 69,253 
were successful. 

The method of purification by excess lime adopted for the Accra Water 
supply gave satisfactory results as shown by bacteriological tests of the 
water leaving the final filters. 

In Seccondee experiments were still being carried out in order to discover 
the most satisfactory method of purifying the water supply. 

CLIMATE. 

The climater though hot and damp, is cooler than that of most tropical 
countries situated in the same latitude. 

I t is not in itself unhealthy; but an evil reputation has been earned 
for it in the past by the prevalence of mosquito-borne diseases, against which 
all possible precautions1 have constantly to be taken. The Gold Coast is 
peculiarly free from many of the discomforts associated with tropical countries; 
hot nights and intense heat by day are,the exception rather than the rule, 
while insects are eomparatiyely unobtrusive. 

The efforts of the Medical and Sanitary authorities in promoting the 
treatment of disease and the knowledge of general hygiene, continue to exercise 
a beneficial effect oii the general health of Europeans. 

The rainfall varies with the configurati m of the country and is highest 
in the mining districts of Tarquah, Upper and Lower Wassaw, etc. and also 
at Axim. The first rains, or rainy season proper,/ begin in March and end in 
July ; the later rains are spread over the months of September and October 
The rainy season is marked by a considerable fall in the temperature, which 
is found to be refreshing to many Europeans, but proves trying to some. 
The Harmattan season begins in December and ends in February. 

METEOROLOGY. 

The rainfall during the year was well below the mean of the previous 
three years. 

RAINFALL IN INCHES. 

Station. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920. 

Accra 

i 
i 

. . ... *. . . 44.20 32.37 20.44 15.87 
Abtrri . . •• • . .* 73.16 42.24 34.54 36.40 
Cape Coast . . •• . . . . 56.25 35.30 29.19 : 31.13 
Seccondee . • • • «c > . 56.76 34.53 38.25 34.65 
Axim . . . . . • . . 94.50 47.64 56.05 66.43 
Tarquah . . . . ' . . . » * . 92.62 53.80 59.36 68.19 
Coomassie *. • • « • » «. 71.40 58.64 37.08 50.98 
Tamale •V * . • , • • . 35.76 

J 
44.45 38.61 36.96 
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At Acora the mean shade temperature for the year was 80.48°F. 

At Coomassie and Seccondee the mean shade temperature was 79.00°F. 
and 81.22°F. respectively, as compared with 79.83 and 80.49 in 1919, 

The mean daily range of temperature at Accra was 11.32°F. 

X. POSTAL, TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE, 
The business dealt with by the Department during the year, as compared 

with the previous year, was as follows :— 

1919. 1920 

£ £ 
Sale of stamps for postal purposes 17,556 22,563 
Nuuber of letters and postcards 

received and despatched 4,476,684 5,273,684 v 

Registered packets 501,192 521,820 
Book Packets 740,732 1,330,812 
Parcels . . 89,852 153,907 
Money Orders (value) 173,477 167,046 
Postal Orders (value) 186,437 214,849 
Postal Orders (Number) . . 256,214 291,724 
Inland Telegrams, Private 290,218 344,930 
Inland Telegrams, Official 95,143 115,877 

There were 121 offices in the Colony, Ashanti a ad the Northern Territories 
. open at the end of the year, of which 79 were Postal Agencies. 

The total amount of traffic dealt with shows an increase, which is in 
conformity with the increase in general trade of the Colony in the first part 
of 1920, as compared with the previous year, 

The business transacted by the Post Office Savings Bank shews a decrease 
caused by the prevailing depression in trade during the latter part of the 
year. The deposits made during the year were 6,777 in number, a decrease of 
3,542, the total value amounting to £31,528 shews a decrease of £10,458 as 
compared with 1919. 

The number of withdrawals was 3,995 value £35,078 shewing a decrease 
of 909 in number and £5,808 in value. The average value of each deposit 
was £1 13s. Id. as against £4 Is. 5d. in 1919, and of each withdrawal 
£8 15s. 7d. as against £8 4s. 9d. The amount standing to the credit of 
6,043 depositors on 31st December, 1920, was £52,114, representing an increase 
of 237 in the number of depositors as compared, with the position on 31st 
December, 1919, and a decrease of £2,323 in amount. 

The number of telegrams transmitted in 1920, shews an increase both as 
regards official messages (increase 21.79 per cent,) and as regards unofficial 
messages (increase 19 percent.) over the number trai^smjtted in 19]9. 
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The total number of Telegraph Offices open to the public in the Colony 
Ashanti and the Northern Territories at the end of the year was 63, and the 
length of wire maintained during the year was approximately 2,767 miles. 
Tornadoes and tree felling occasioned minor interruptions in the lines. 

Cable traffio for 1920, shewed a substantial increase over the return for 
the previous year. 

The total number of private messages received and transmitted by 
wireless station at Accra was 1,382, an increase of over 100%. 

The Telephone Systems at Accra, Seccondee, Tarquah, and Dodowab, 
and Aburi weje maintained throughout the year, as also were the trunk lines 
connecting Aecra-Nsawam-Mangoase-Koforidua-Abuii-Dodowah, Quittah-
Danoe-Lome, Addah-Akuse-Somanya, and Saltpond-Anamaboe. There was 
a total of 338 telephones in use, of which 130 were in the hands of private 
subscribers. 

Large extensions of the telephone system were sanctioned and are now 
being carried out. 

The total length of line open for traffic at the end of 1920 was 269 miles. 

There are two main railway lines, one from the port of Seccondee to 
Coomassie, a distance of 168 miles, and the other from Accra to Tafo, a distance 
of 65 miles. The Seccondee-Coomassie railway has a branch line 18 miles 
in length from Tarquah to Prestea and from Ancobra Junction (one mile from 
Prestea) to Broomassie, a distance of one mile. These branches were built 
for the development of the gold-mining industry, while a short branch has 
recently been laid to Insuta near Tarquah for the development of the manganese 
industry. Another branch connects the main line with the Inchaban Water 
Works near Seccondee. 

The total capital expenditure on the 31st December, 1920 stood 
at £4,197,991. 

The gross revenue for the year amounted to £737,262 an increase of £64,951 
as compared with the gross revenue for 1919; the expenditure incurred to 
earn the revenue was £365,309 an increase of £131,079 over 1919; the net 
revenue was £371,953 a decrease of £66,128 over 1919. 

The general financial result is as follows :— 

XI.—RAILWAYS. 

Interest on Capital (at the average rate of 
3J% on loan prior to 1920 and 6% on the 
loan of January, 1920) 
Net Receipts 

£164,017 
371,953 

Surplus £207,936 
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At Coomassie great difficulty was experienced in obtaining labour for 
construction works* 

* - * . . 

Only 460 were recruited from Ashanti and they showed little aptitude 
for the work required. Arrangements were made to obtain labourers from 
the Northern Territories, indentured for service for six months, but these 
did not arrive until July. Progress has therefore been slower than was 
anticipated. A distance of 23 miles of the right of way was cleared and 
earth works were completed for a distance of about 21 miles. The main 
line has been laid for a distance of 7 miles including half a mile of sidings at 
Coomassie. Some very heavy earth works have been completed at Coomassie 
for the sidings, goods yards, deviation of the East Suben, and for the 
approaches and new overhead road and bridge for the Ejesu Road. 

On the Tafo side the necessary staff was not available and work did not 
commence until April. There was no indentured labour on this section and 
the communal labour, though not at first satisfactory, was later on of great 
assistance. Voluntary contractors applied for work and labourers came over 
from Togoland and Nigeria. At the end of the year 11 miles of track 
had been laid and over 20 miles of the line were in progress. 

On the Deviation construction work on the Seccondee line labour was 
not available until June, when indent ired labour from the Northern Territories 
was introduced. Local labour could not be obtained on any terms. The 
five-mile deviation at Abosso was opened to traffic in November, and by the 
end of the year, all the earth works had been completed to Essuasu and the 
culverts to Angu. The proposed deviation at Tarquah, which would have 
saved almost two miles in length,, with greatly improved grades and curvet*, 
was abandoned in favour of an alternative location, aa it involved moving 
the existing Tarquah station. 

The number of passengers conveyed during the year was 1,334,286 an 
increase of 110,690 over 1919. The increase in Coaching Revenue was £31,509 
over 1919, which was the record year by £44,944. The most of this increase 
was due to increased traffic on the Seccondee line in all classes and at all stations 
except three. On the Accra line there was an increase in all classes, except 
the third, which was due to the restrictions rendered necessary by the 
small-pox epidemic. 

The total tonnage carried during 1920 was 372,036 an increase of 23,592 
tons as compared with* 1919. The tonnage carried on the Seccondee line 
273,000 tons, is the highest ever handled on that line by 23,000 tons. The 
only decreases were in kerosene, kola, mining machinery, native produce 
and salt. Even cocoa showed an.increa^e. On the Accra line, however, there 
was a decrease of 16,700 .tons., ,The .decrease in cp.coa alone amounted to 
20,800 tons, but the total decrease was reduced by the increase in the amount 
of imported commodities, carried. 
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ACCRA HARBOR*. 

The Accra Harbour Works were handed over to the Railway Department 
August, 1920. 

The Accra Harbour consists of a breakwater abont one thousand four 
hundred feet long running out obliquely from the shore, sheltering an area 
of nearly ten acres. 

Within the sheltered area a wharf and jetty have been erected; but both 
have been left high and dry owing to the heavy influx of sand which coincided 
with the progress of the breakwater. As some compensation there has been 
formed a valuable reclamation area, upon which considerably more tonnage 
is handled than at any other port in the Colony. 

The jetty and wharf have now been dismantled and a new jetty has been 
re-erected on a new site in deep water, thereby considerably increasing the 
area available for handling surf boat borne cargo, and providing also facilities 
for handling lighter traffic up to ten-ton lifts. A new layout of the shore area 
including the provision of large warehouses and a new Port Office has also 
been prepared for early execution. 

SECCONDEE HARBOUR. 
• » 

The Seccondee Harbour Works were taken over by the Railway 
Department in August. 

The Seccondee Harbour is composed of a single breakwater forming a 
prolongation of a natural reef. It is nine hundred and seventy-six feet long 
built of fifteen-ton concrete blocks on a closely set random block work 
foundation. 

It is thirteen feet six inches above low water and protected by a parapet 
seven feet further height. In heavy water the surf strikes the breakwater 
at an angle of about forty-five degrees and is reflected without breaking. ' 

The sheltered area amounts to about twenty acres, of a depth ranging 
from fourteen to five feet when completed. 

Obviously this can only accommodate lighter and surf boat traffic. This 
is handled by means of four steel pile jetties averaging two hundred and seventy 
feet in length equipped with power cranes of three tons capacity although 
a twenty-ton crane is obtainable at short notice. 

There are two twin slipways for the accommodation of lighters up to 
seventy-five tons in weight. 

Lifts up to fifteen tons are immediately dealt with at the breakwater 
barge berth. 

A retaining wall nearly four hundred feet long has been built along the 
foreshore between jetties III and IV, which forms on its face a flight of 
steps thus facilitating the easy landing of head borne traffic from surf boats 
which can moor close together to the wall and swell thus occupying a minium) 
amount of space. /, 
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A somewhat steeper and shorter wall of similar construction lies between 
etties Nos. I and II. 

To the north of jetty No. I. there is a quay wall one thousand feet long 
for the shipping of mahogany logs which are brought down from the interior 
to be stacked, tipped into the sea and towed to the ship when freight 
is available. 

An area of four acres has been reclaimed for the erection of Customs 
sheds which as yet has been only partially utilized. 

There is thirty feet of water under two thousand feet from the breakwater 
so that traffic can be expeditiously handled from ship to shore, but further 
warehouse accommodation is urgently required. 

PROPOSED DEEP WATER HARBOUR. 

A Survey Party of Engineers arrived on the Coast during the year and 
a Report was submitted in September containing certain recommendations, 
the most important of which was that the site immediately to the north of 
the Reef at Takoradi was the most suitable for the construction of a Deep 
Water Harbour. 

XII. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT INCLUDING TRANSPORT. 

The approximate expenditure under Public Works Extraordinary during 
the year on new works and other items was £397,713, an increase of £371,028 
over the expenditure under this head for 1919. This is accounted for by the 
reduction of Extraordinary Works in 1919 to the absolute minimum, owing 
to the fact that when the Estimates were framed the War was still proceeding 
and the utmost economy was necessary. The period of 1919 was one of 
reconstruction, re-organisation and the inception of new Schemes, and it 
was only towards the end of that year that the augmented staff of Engineers 
and Foremen began to arrive. 

In the year 1920, works of great magnitude were undertaken, such as 
the commencement of the new Native Hospital, and of the Public Works 
new Workshops, Accra, new and more commodious Post Offices at Nsawam, 
Koforidua, Coomassie, Quittah, and Soadru, the commencement of new 
Hospitals at Koforidua and Winnebah, and bungalow and office accommodation 
for the largely increased staffs of all departments. An extensive programme 
of road construction was begun with the object of completing the Accra-
Seccondee Coastal Road and its extension towards Axim, the opening up 
of the Western Frontier District by the road from Dunkwa towards Wioso, 
the opening up of the Northern Territories by the extension of the road from 
Attabubu to Yeji, Tamale and Gambaga, the provision of a motorable road 
from the Colony to Ho, the Headquarters of the Mandated Sphere of Togoland, 
and the development of all roads generally in the Eastern and Central 
Provinces of the Colony. 

Expenditure on Sanitary Works also increased and investigations of the 
possible sources of water supply for certain of the large towns were undertaken 
by a special Staff. 
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The inauguration of a Government Mechanical Transport Service entailed 

large expenditure on new cars and lorries. 

Expenditure under Public Works annually recurrent which includes 
amongst other items, the upkeep of all Government Buildings, increased 
from £77,321 (Blue Book figures) to £207,310, an increase of £129,989. The 
cost of maintenance of the Accra and Seccondee Water Works is included 
in these figures. 

This increase is due to several causes, of which the more important are 
the higher cost of materials, the arrears of repairs and maintenance which 
could not be undertaken during the War, the expansion of all Government 
Departments, the increased mileage of roads to be maintained, and the very 
large amounts necessary for the maintenance and upkeep of the Mechanical 
Transport Service. 

The excess lime treatment at Accra Water Works has been continued 
and the aluminium sulphate treatment has been in constant use at Seccondee, 
in each case with very good results. 

R0AD3. 

In the Colony the main roads are constructed and maintained by the 
Public Works Department. 

The mileage of these roads was increased during 1920 from 428 miles, 
by 88 miles to 516 miles. Of-these 502 miles were suitable for motor traffic 

This mileage was made up as follows:— 

Eastern Province 199 miles, Central Province 231 miles, Western 

Province 86 miles. 

154 miles of roads were under construction in the Eastern Province and 
the mandated portion of Togoland. 

In Ashanti the mileage of roads under the Public Works Department 
is 202 miles, of which 117 are open for motor traffic all the year round, and 
the remaining 85, between Ejura and Yeji, (which should be considered as 
still under construction) for the greater part of the year. 

Pioneer roads in Ashanti, constructed by communal labour under 
Political Officers with the assistance in certain cases of the Public Works 
Department, total 234 miles. Of these ten miles are open for motor traffic 
all the year, 151 for the greater part of the year, and 73 during the dry season 
only. 

In the Northern Territories the mileage of roads under the Public Works 
Department is 99 miles, between Yeji and Tamale, but this road must still be 
considered as under construction although open for motor traffic for the 
greater part of the year* 

Pioneer road work was undertaken on the 92 miles of road between 
Tamale and Gambaga, whteh has made it fit for motor traffic during the dry 
season. • -
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The Coastal road was maintained; the section between Seccondee and 
Beposo on the River Prah was almost completed, and the regrading of the 
section between Ajumako and Soadru was in hand at the end of the year. 
Work on the Seccondee-Axim section made good progress. The road hab 
been laid from Seccondee to the Butre River (17£ miles), but the bridges and 
culverts have still to be put in. 

The * ankwa-Wioso road was constructed as far as Domenase (19 miles), 
but here also bridges and culverts have still to be put in. 

In the Mandated portion of Togoland the reconstruction of the roads 
from Senkye through Frankadua to Ho and from Adidome to Ho was begun 
and good progress was made. 

In addition to roads directly under the Public Works Department there 
are about 2,300 miles of secondary roads, over a considerable portion of which, 
under favourable conditions, light motor traffic is possible. These roads are 
under the control and supervision of the Political Officers and are maintained 
by the Chiefs under the Roads Ordinance. 

Assistance in the construction of bridges and culverts is rendered when 
possible by the Public Works Department. 

XIIL-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

During the first five months of the year the Geological Survey party 
examined various portions of Northern Ashanti, and the eastern portion of 
the Northern Territories, along the main stock road from Gambaga through 
Tamale to Coomassie, in that portion extending from Savelugu to Ejura, 
and for varying distances to upwards of 30 miles on each side of that road. 

The object of this work was to ascertain the mode of occurrence and 
general character of the supply of water for domestic and stock purposes. 

During the dry season and part of the tornado season, from November 
to April, the Volta and the Puru are the only flowing streams in this -country. 
Numbers of the other streams consist of small or large pools of water, but 
most of these are distant from the main road and from most of the villages, 
so cannot be conveniently utilized. The remainder of the streams are dry 
during all or most of that period. The main sources of supply are the small 
holes , or wells, sunk through the thin cap of sand, sandy clay and pisolite-
cement (so-called laterite) to the underlying clay-shales, sandy shales and 
sandstones, that occur throughout this country. The subsidiary supply 
is obtained from the pools in the channels of the annual streams. 

At the sources of these streams there are numbers of shallow depressions 
containiLg water at varying depths to bed rock, usually from five to 20 feet 
below the surface. Near the villages holes are sunk in these depressions, 
and water obtained therefrom. In the early part of the dry season water 
can be found close to the surface in them, but, as the season advances, the 
water-table is continuously lowered by the steady gravitation of water over 
the down-sloping surfaces of the underlying shales or sandstones. During 
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this period the holes are from time to time deepened to bed-rock. In some 
places a small supply is obtained by sinking a few feet deeper into it, but in 
most cases the holes become dry, arid old wells, lower down the courses of 
the depressions, have to be drawn upon, or new ones sunk. 

The country may be divided geologically into five groups, where the 
superficial deposits consist of:— 

1. Sand or clayey sand, lying directly on sandstonei or sandy 
shales, and in a subordinate degree on clay-shales.* 

2. Sand or sandy clay, resting on a sub-stratum of pisolite-cement 
which overlies clay-shales. 

3. Pisolite-gravel and pisolite-cement, lying on clay of 
disintegrating clay-shale, and derived directly from it by 
small concretions formed around nuclei, with their subsequent 
cementation by oxide of iron. 

4. Pebbly gravels and conglomerates, in flat areas or depressions, 
with underlying clay-shales or sandstones. 

5. Sandy clay overlying clay-shales. 

In the first group there are numbers of weak springs, for the bed-rock 
of sandstone absorbs large quantities of rainwater that has been held by the 
covering sand, and has percolated slowly downwards into it. An example 
of this is the country to the east of Attabubu. 

In the second group the cap of sand prevents a great loss of water by 
surface flowage, and allows it to percolate to the more retentive pisolite-cement 
underlying, where it is stored temporarily while infiltrating slowly to the 
clay-shale beneath. This type of country has the best supply of shallow 
underground water, a/.d, where the catchment areas are extensive, the wells, 
sunk therein are permanent ones. Parts of the Salaga and Tamale districts 
are examples. 

In the third group t;he supply of wafer is practically permanent, where 
th > pisolite-cement is of considerable thickness—10 to 20 feet. A good example 
of this type is at Salaga, where there are great numbers of wells on the plain 
on which stands the town. 

In the fourth group may be cited the pebbly gravels which occur along 
the fringes of the older courses of the larger streams, and the conglomerates 
of part of the country between Tamale and the Daka River, whera the;e" 
deposits occupy old channels or depressions, but not slopes of rises and ridges. 
Makongo, between the Volta River and Salaga, and parts of the San district 
are examples of this type. 

* 

The fifth group of sandy clay on clay-shale has the least supply of water 
This is dm o the low absorptive character of the rock, and its occurrence at 
the surface or close to it. Nearly th) whole of the wat r that falls as rain 
flows away quickly. In this country, however, with its clay-shales, flat-b ddul 
or dipping at low angles, the holes sunk in it form very good storage wells., 
With their own material, crushed and puddled, joint-planes o percolation 
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channels can be effectively sealed against serious loss by leakage, and practically 
impervious cisterns made. Examples of this type are the strip from near 
Makongo to beyond Zongo Merichi, and the Turn district, between Salaga 
and Tamale. 

Whi e at present the country depends for its dry-reason water-supply 
on the type of conserva ion mentioned, this supply can be enormous y 
augmented by the construction of dams in suitable places. Several of such 
were found along the main stock route. The expense of building these dams 
in narrow gullies need not be great. Blocks of pisolite-cement can be easily 
and cheaply quarried, roughly dressed and laid with puddled "sandy clay to 
form the main body of the dam. Layers of similar clay can be interleaved 
with the pisolite-cement blocks, and, if desired, the dam can be strengthened 
by a thin breast of lime-cement. The bye-passes for flood waters can be 
paved with blocks of pisolite-cement. The alternate wetting and drying 
of the surface of the dam affords a continually and rapidly increasing natural 
cement, through the deposition of oxide of iron formed by the evaporation 
of water containing it in solution. The loss of water by evaporation from the 
surface of the dam can be reduced to a minimum by the introduction of the 
indigenous plant called the " water-cabbage.0 This plant flourishes in both 
flowing and still water. I t grows remarkably quickly, and forms an almost 
effective shield against loss by evaporation. 

Further, the available supply of shallow underground water can be greatly 
increased by additional wells sunk in numerous depressions over almost the 
whole of the country. There is undoubtedly a great quantity of water 
obtainable by this means. The wells sunk, however, must be preserved 
everywhere from collapse by supports of stone or wood for their sides. In 
most places blocks of pisolite-cement can be cheaply used for this purpose 
and would be permanent, whereas wooden supports would have to be constantly 
renewed, owing to the ravages of white ants above the water-line, and rot 
below it. 

Specially interesting features of the pisolite-cement area in the Northern 
Territories are the numbers of old wells made by the aborigines, or the people 
who occupied the country before the present occupants, the Gonjas. Most 
of these wells have disappeared from view long since by being completely 
filled with mud and sand. A few, however, were found, and some of them 
are still in use by the Gonjas ; but, though the people almost invariably use 
them, they rarely clean them, even partially, and thus neglect to ensure a 
good supply of water during the long dry season. 

These wells may be seen (1) in the cemented beds of annual streams, or, 
(2) on pisolite-cement plains, or, (3) in wide grassy depressions. Those in 
the first group must have needed frequent cleaning to be of much use, but 
the process of filling those in the other groups must have been more gradual, 
especially so in the last, for the low gradient and the thick covering of grass 
prevents the transport of sand, and allows only fine mud to settle in them, 
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The wells consist of circular holes, from 15 inches to 3 feet in diameter, 
made through the cap of pisolite-cement, which varies from 2 feet to upwards 
of 6 feet in thickness. From beneath it the clay from the disintegrating 
shale, and the shale itself have been excavated, leaving caverns from 2 to 5 
feet high and up to 15 or 20 feet in diameter, capable of storing many thousands 
of gallons of water. As, however, in such material the walls collapse as soon 
as the water rises to the level of the disintegrating shales, there would be 
immediate serious reduction in the capacity of the wells if the walls were 
unsupported. This could be prevented by facing them with blocks of pisolite-
cement from the floor to the roof. These unsupported roofs of cement are 
very strong and almost flat. I t should be noted that during the greater part 
of the dry season, if not the whole of it, the water going into the holes by 
infiltration would supply all the native requirements, while their use as cisterns 
to hold several thousand gallons after infiltration from the overlying stratum 
of pisolite-cement had ceased would still be effective. 

The water throughout the country in question is fresh and good in its 
natural state, but is polluted in the wells owing to the carelessness of the 
natives. I t is usually clear, though in some cases it has a pale milky colour 
due to very fine clay in suspension. 

During the last two months of the year the party was engaged in the 
Western, Central and Eastern Provinces. Occurrences of manganese ore " 
of low grade were noted in the district to the north of Seccondee. 

A few small diamonds were found in the lower Birrim valley in several 
tributaries of the Birrim River between Nsuaem and Kade. These stones, 
though small, are of good quality, and similar to those at Abomoso, which 
is some 30 miles to the north-east of Nsuaem. I t is highly probable that the 
gravels of the lower Birrim valley are diamondiferous to the confluence of 
that stream with the Pra River. 

Near Kwamang in the Akropong districts, Eastern Akim, an interesting 
occurrence of gold was examined. This is in the bed of a tributary of the 
Merepong Su. At this place parallel threads and veinlets of quartz, with 
thin lines of pyrite occur in pale and dark bluish grey slates. So far as could 
be seen the gold has been derived from the decay of the pyrite, as it does not 
seem to be associated with the quartz. The indications do not suggest that 
the occurrence is of any special economic value. 

XIV.—SURVEY DEPARTMENT. 

The Survey Department was re-opened during the latter part of 1919. 
By the beginning of 1920 practically no staff had been obtained owing to 
various difficulties, and little work was done until the. personnel began to 
arrive from England in October. 

The staff then available was incomplete in several important particulars, 
particularly as regards European draughtsmen, as notrained native draughts
men were obtainable, I 

I 
During the period January to September,one Town Survey was completed j 

and one begun, minor railway Reeonnai* ance Surveys for Deviations on the 
Seccondee-Coomas sie Railway were carried out, and three Concession Surveys 
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completed. No topographical work was done, but a useful triangulation of 
Accra Town was made, and some theodolite traverse carried out north of 
Coomassie. 

On the retirement of Major H. A. Lewis Hall, M.C, R.E. in September, 
1920, the department was taken over by Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. Rowe, 
D.S.O.,M.C, R.A., who landed in the Colony on 7th October, 1920, and proceeded 
to organise the department with the new personnel that began to arrive, on 
line s laid down by His Excellency the Governor. 

During October, 1920, the following work was done : ~ 

(a) Survey organised into :— 

(i) Cadastral Branch with four Provincial Survey Sections. 

(ii) Topographical Branch with two Sectons and four 
Field Camps, two Trigonometiical Camps and two 
Levelling Camps. 

(iii) Record and Reproduction Branch. 
(IV) The Survey School. , 

(6) The followng programmes or instructions were issued during 
October:— 

(i) Scheme for topographical survey of area of six Standard 
Sheets on 1: 125,000, and eight Town Plans. 

(ii) Cadastral instructions for Provincial Survey Sections. 
(iii) Scheme of triangulation. 
(iv) Instructions for formation of the Topographical Branch 

Record Office. 

(c) During the same month the Topographical Field Camps and the 
Provincial Survey Sections were equipped with stores and 
despatched into the field, and the insti actions and programmes 
enumerated in (b) put into action. 

(d) The establishment of the Survey was reviewed in the light of the 
now completed organisation, and proposals put forward to the 
Secretary of State regarding various urgent requirements of the 
Colony chiefly concerning :— 

(i) A proper draughting staff and men to deal with records 
and production of p!ans urgently needed by the public 
and Government officers, and for the ' development 
of fche Colony. 

(ii) A Section to undertake the Town Plans at a rate needed 
by recent expansion. 

(iii) Personnel to facilitate the rate of dealing with Land 
Surveys, and especially to speed up the wo k of assisting 
and examining Licensed Surveyors, and to deal with 
the existing confusion in all land questions. 
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During November the topographical work was inspected by the Surveyor-
General in the field, and the following additional instructions issued, and the 
work begun:— 

(i) Formation of the Survey School. 
(ii) Production of new Wall Map. 

(iii) Production of new one million Map. 
(iv) System of dividing the Colony into Standard Cadastral Sheets. 
(v) Arrangements for facilitating the supply of Maps to the public. 

(a) During December inspection of the Provincial Survey Sections was 
begun by the Director of the Cadastral Branch. 

(b) By the end of December the triangulation had been successfully 
observed and computed from Accra to Appam, and from Accra to Akuse, 
on the Volta River, and the triangulation reconnaisance carried from the Volta 
River as far as Bompata. From that place it will probably reach Coomassie 
or the n?ighbourhocfd in two polygons. This connection by triangulation 
from Appam via Accra, to Akuse, and thence to Coomassie, will have a vtry 
beneficial effect on the general accuracy of the Colony Survey, especially in 
future Cadastral work. 

* ! - " " - • "• .... 

(c) By the eyid of December an area of approximately 1,200 square miles 
has been topographically surveyed in the field, and eight concessions or other 
surveys carried out by the Provincial Survey Sections. 

(d) By the end of the year 12 sheets of detail of the Accra Town Survey, 
on 1 : 1,000 had been surveyed on the ground, but no sheets produced, owing 
to delay in obtaining draughtsmen. 

X V . I M P E R I A L I N S T I T U T E . 

(SOUTH KENSINGTON, LONDON, S.W. 7) 

WORK CONDUCTED AT THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE DURING THE YKAR 
1920," FOR THE COLON!.7 OF THE GOLD COAST. 

Economic Investigations and Enquiries.—Reports on a number of products 
forvvarded by Government Officers were furnished to the Government of the 
Gold Coast during the year as a result of investigations carried out in the 
Scientific and Technical Department, supplemented when necessaiy by 
reference to commercial experts. In addition, information relating to a variety 
of Gold Coast products was supplied to enquirers. 

Cassava.—In connection with the examination of a sample of cassava 
roots from the Gold Coast in 1919, the Imperial Institute suggested that the 
•question of the production of cassava products (dried roots, flour or starch) 
in the Colony for export might be considered, and that a larger sample of the 
dried roots should be forwarded for further investigation. The results of the 
examination of the second sample showed that the material agreed in ccm-
position with the recorded figures for cassava roots, and that the yield of 
prussic acid, although higher than in the case of the previous sample, was 
too small to be injurious. 
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In continuation of this enquiry information was supplied to the Director 
of Agriculture as to the cost of machinery and plant required for the production 
of (1) starch and (2) alcohol from cassava roots. Details of the cogt of machines 
and implements suitable for the mechanical cultivation of cassava on a large 
scale were also furnished. The question wag further discussed with the 
Senior Curator, Agricultural Department, when on leave in this country, 
and the addresses of firms manufacturing the necessary machinery and 
appliances were supplied to him with a view to his making personal enquiries 
as to the plant required. Subsequently information was furnished to the 
Assistant Director of Agriculture, who visited the Imperial Institute, as to 
the Boulard (Mucor) process of fermentation for the production of alcohol 
from starch. 

Cinnamon bark.—Previous samples of Gold Coast cinnamon bark 
investigated at the Imperial Institute furnished a high yield of oil of good 
quality, and at the request of the Institute a larger consignment of the bark 
was forwarded by the Director of Agriculture for further examination. The 
results of the laboratory trials with this bark confirmed those previously 
obtained, and there is no doubt that the bark is of good quality and would be 
readily saleable in this country if offered in commercial quantities. 

" Ahumt <,a" seeds.—A sample of these seeds, which are employed 
by the natives in the Gold Coast for medicinal purposes, was forwarded to 
the Imperi il Institute for chemical investigation. The seeds are derived 
from a plant known as " Akuamma " or " Onwoma," which was subsequently 
identified at Kew as Picralima Klaineana, Pierre (Apocynaceae). Three 
species of Picralima have been described, but none of them appears to have 
bean chemically investigated. A preliminary examination of the seeds at 
the Imperial Institute showed that they contain an alkaloid and a bitter 
substance, and probably a glucosidc in addition. A further supply of the 
seeds has been requested for detailed examination in order to isolate these 
constituents. 

Oilseeds.—-Samples of Jatropha Curcas seed and oil, forwarded by the 
Department of Agriculture, were found to resemble closely samples of Curcas 
seed and oil from other sources which have been investigated at the Institute. 
Curcas oil is suitable for soap-making and there should be no difficulty in 
disposing of either the seeds or oil from the Gold Coast in the United Kingdom 
if they can be offered in commercial quantities. An enquiry was also received 
from the Gold Coast as to whether Curcas oil could be utilised for lubricating 
aeroplane engines in place of castor oil. Viscosity and drying tests carried 
out with the oil sent from the Gold Coast and with oil extracted at the Imperial 
Institute from the seed, in comparison with a sample of commercial castor 
oil, showed clearly that Curcas oil could not replace castor oil for this purpose!; 

Cotton.—A wild cotton received from the Accra Sisal Plantations was 
of good colour, lustre, and strength. The material was much superior to 
ordinary wild cotton, being generally similar to improved American Upland. 
Consignments of ginned cotton of similar quality would be readily saleable 
in the United Kingdom, and would have realised a price in Liverpool of 2s. 
per lb. (November, 1920), with " middling " American quoted at 14|d. per lb. 
If further experiments in cotton cultivation are undertaken in the Gold Coast 
this variety of cotton would be well worth trial. 
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Hat-making materials.—In connection with an enquiry initiated by the 
Imperial Institute as to the possibility of obtaining from British Colonies 
supplies of raw materials suitable for use by straw-hat manufacturers in the 
United Kingdom, five samples of grasses were forwarded by the Director of 
Agriculture for examination. The grasses were found to be similar to materials 
already in use in the industry, and representatives of the trade who were 
consulted stated that there would be no market for the grasses in the raw 
condition, and that if made into plaits, hoods or hats in the Gold Coast, the 
products would have to compete with the cheap materials obtained in large 
quantities from China and elsewhere. Samples of the plaits in demand in 
the United Kingdom were transmitted to the Gold Coast for reference together 
with information as to their market price, and the Imperial Institute suggested 
that similar plaits should be made in the Gold Coast and forwarded for 
bleaching and dyeing trials. 

Timbers.—At the suggestion of the Conservator of Forests, the Crown 
Agents for the Colonies consulted the Imperial Institute with a - view to 
obtaining information as to the physical constants and other characters of 
Gold Coast timbers to be exhibited at the Empire Timber Exhibition held in 
London in July, 1920, and as to publications relating to Gold Coast woods. 
This information was required for publication in the official catalogue of the 
Exhibition. The required information regarding a considerable number of 
Gold Coast woods, compiled from the results of tests previously carried out 
at the Imperial Institute/was supplied to the Crown Agents, who were also 
furnished with a list of publications dealing with Gold Coast woods. 

Miscellaneous enquiries.—Other enquiries dealt with had reference to the 
commercial value of samples of supposed talc; the occurrence of manganese 
ore in the Colony; the cultivation of cocoa; raphia palm fruits; and the 
climatic and general conditions of the Gold Coast. 

Publications.—The following articles relating to subjects of special interest 
to the Gold Coast were published in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute 
for 1 9 2 0 : -

The Cultivation and Preparation of Cocoa. 
The Cultivation of the African Oil Palm, 

• 
Gold Goast Oowrt.-—The Public Exhibition Galleries, including the portion 

occupied by the Qold Coast Court, were re-decorated throughout during the 
year, after being in the occupation of H.M. Government for war purposes. 
The Gold Coast show cases and exhibits have been re-installed. 

No new additions have been received for exhibition direct from the 
Gold Coast Government, but at the close of the British Empire Timber 
Exhibition a set of 46 specimens of Gold Coast timbers were transferred to 
the Imperial Institute and will be placed in the Court. The specimens will be 
of much value for exhibition purposes and in connection with the work on 
timbers carried out at the Imperial Institute. 
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The following recent reports, etc., relating to 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be 
the sources indicated on the title page:— 

His Majesty's 
obtained from 

ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, etc. 
1084 St. Helena 
1085 Basu toland 
1086 Ceylon 
1087 Barbados . . 
1088 Gilbert and Ellice Islands 
1089 East Africa Protectorate 
1090 S i e m Leone . . . . . • 
1091 Zanzibar . . 
1092 Cayman Islands . . 
1093 Cyprus 
1094 St. Vincent 
1095 Bahamas 
1096 Nyasaland 
1097 Weihaiwei.. . . 
1098 Nigeria , . . . . . 
1099 New Hebrides . . . . • . . 
1100 Somaliland 
1101 Straits Settlements 
1102 Swaziland 
1103 Trinidad and Tobago 
1104 Turks and Caicos Islands 
1105 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
1106 Seychelles . . . . 
1107 Ashanti . . . . . . 
1108 Hongkong 
1109 British Guiana 
1110 British Honduras 
1111 Malta . . . . . . . . 
1112 Uganda . . 
1113 Leeward Islands.. 
1114 Nigeria 
1115 Mauritius.. . . . . . . . . 
1116 Jamaica . . . . 
1117 Cyprus 
1118 Weihaiwei 

Year. 
1920 

1920-1921 
1920 

1920-1921 
1919-1920 

1920 

1918-1919 
1920 

192CM921 
1920 

»* 
it 

II 

1920-1921 
1920 

/ > 

i J 
3* 

ft 

II 

1920-1921 
1920 

1920-1921 
1921 
1920 
1921 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, etc 

83 Southern Nigeria 
84 West Indies 

85 Southern Nigeria 
86 Southern Nigeria 
87 Ceylon 
88 Imperial Institute 
89 Southern Nigeria 
90 St. Vincent 
91 East Africa Protectorate 

92 Colonies—General 
93 Pitcairn Island . . 

.» 

Subject. 
Mineral Survey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient Monu

ments, etc. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oil-seeds, Oils, etc. 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement. 
Geology and Geography of the 

northern part of the Protec
torate. 

Fishes of the Colonies. 
Visit by the High Commiss

ioner for the Western Pacific. 
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