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PREFATORY NOTE. 

The Gold Coast Colony, with Ashanti, the Protected Northern 
Territories, and the British mandated territory of Togoland, is 
situated on the Gulf of Guinea* between 3 0 7' W. long, and i° 14' 
E. long., and is bounded on the west by the French colony of the 
Ivory Coast, on the east by the French mandated territory of Togo-
land, on the north by the French Soudan, and on the south by the 
Isea. 

The area of the Colony is 23,490 square miles, of Ashanti, 24,560, 
>f the Northern Territories, 30,600, and of the British mandated 

|territory of Togoland, 13,040. 

The Colony is inhabited by a large number of native tribes, 
rhose customs and forms of government are of a more or less similar 
:haracter. Each tribe has its own head chief and every town or 
'illage of the tribe a chief or headman. 

The head chiefs and chiefs form the council of the tribe, and 
issist in dealing with matters affecting its general welfare. The 
mceession to the chiefs' stools is for the most part hereditary by the 
female side, the heir to the stool being the son of the occupant's 
eldest sister, or, failing male offspring by his sisters, his brothers 
iccording to seniority, and back from them to the male offspring 
>f his aunts on the father's side. 

The principal sea coast tribes are the following:—Apollonia, 
.hanta^Shama, Komenda, Elmina, Cape Coast, Fanti, Winneba, 
.ssin Gomoa, Ga, Adangme, Awuna, Agbosome and Aflao. 

In the interior of the Colony the principal tribes are:—Aowin, 
ipper and lower Wasaw, Sefwi, upper and lower Denkera, Tufel, 
tssen, Esikuma, Adjumako, Akim Abuakwa, and Akim Kotoku, 
kwapim, Eastern and Western Krobo, Akwamu, Krepi, Shai and 
iingo. 

A number of different languages and dialects are spoken, the 
frincipal being Twi, Fanti, Awuna and Ga ; but the use of English 
widespread. 

For the purposes of administration the Colony is divided into 
firee Provinces, each presided over by a Provincial Commissioner, 
hcse Provinces are further divided into districts, presided over by 
district Commissioners. Most of these officers perform judicial 
[uties as magistrates in addition to being in administrative charge 

their districts. The districts areas follows;— 



1. Western Province .—Districts—Axim, Ankobra, Tarkwa, 
Sekondi-Dixcove, Sefwi and Aowin. 

2. Central ProvinceDistricts—Cape Coast. Saltpond, Win
neba, Western Akim. 

3. Eastern Province :—Districts—Accra, New Juaben, Akwa-
pim, Volta River, Keta-Ada, Birim, (Akim-Abuakwa). 
Birim, (Kwahu), Ho (Togoland). 

It is said that as early as the reign of Edward I. (1272-1307) 
English navigators made voyages to the Gold Coast, and that a 
hundred years later French adventurers reached the coast, who, 
about 1364, built several lodges or forts, one being at Elmina, parts 
of which are supposed to have been subsequently incorporated in 
present castle there. No definite evidence however exists to support 
these claims, although it is quite possible they are both correct; 
indeed, the natives until quite recently used to point out a hill near 
Takoradi as the site of a French fort built there many years ago. 
For our earliest knowledge of the Gold Coast we are indebted to the 
Portuguese navigators of the later years of the 14th and first part of 
the 15th centuries. They had been slowly extending their voyages 
down the West Coast of Africa, and it is recorded that in 1471 Juan 
de Santerem and Pedro d'Escobar traded for gold in the neighbour
hood of Elmina or Chama. They made the first European settle
ment eleven years later, when an expedition under Diego d'Azumbuja 
built and garrisoned the fort San Jorge da Mina (Elmina), the 
materials for which he brought with him from Portugal. Several 
other settlements were founded, and the country was claimed for the 
King of Portugal by virtue of a Papal Bull granted in 1430, which gave 
to Portugal all the islands already discovered and all future discoveries 
in Guinea. This Bull was confirmed a few years after the foundation 
of Elmina by Pope Sextus IV. The Portuguese remained in 
undisputed possession for over fifty years until British merchant 
adventurers commenced trading on the coast, the earliest voyages of 
which records remain being those of Thomas Windham and Antonio 
Anes Pinteado, in 1553, John Lok, in 1554, and William Towrson, 
in 1555. 1556 and 1558. The British made no settlements at this 
time and their trade soon lapsed altogether until the early years of 
17th century. The Dutch, however, who made their first appear
ance on the coast in 1595, rapidly became serious rivals of the Por
tuguese and practically terminated their occupation by capturing 
Elmina in 1637, and Fort St. Anthony at Axim in 1642. After the 
activities of the Elizabethan sailors and merchant companies had 
come to an end, the English connection with the Gold Coast was 
by the efforts of a series of merchant companies, the first of which, 
called the " Company of Adventurers of London tradinginto Africa" 
was founded in 1618, but did not enjoy a successful career. Another 
company was formed in 1631, which established the first British fort 
on the coast at Kormantin, and lodges at several other places, This 
company was engaged in the slave trade, as were also the other 
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European nations. Its charter was renewed in 1651, but in 1661 a 
new company was incorporated as the " Company of Royal Adven
turers of England trading to Africa." Settlements were formed at 
Anomabu, Accra, and at Cabo Corso (Cape Coast), at which place 
the castle was built about this time by the English, although the 
Portuguese probably had a lodge there earlier. Three other European 
nations succeeded in acquiring territories on the Gold Coast, viz.:— 
The Swedes, the Brandenburghers, and the Danes. The first-men
tioned built the fort of Christiansborg, near Accra about 1645, but 
were driven out by the Danes in 1657, and retired from the Coast. 
The Brandenburghers established "Fort Great Fredericksburg" 
at Prince's River in 1682, and " Fort Dorothea "at Akwida in 1682, 
but their enterprise does not seem to have been prosecuted with 
much vigour, and was finally abandoned in 1720, their possessions 
falling into the hands of the Dutch. The Danes, however, after 
first selling the fort at Christiansborg to the Portuguese, and re-buy
ing it three years later, rapidly improved their position, building 
forts at several stations to the East of Accra, as far as Ada and Keta, 
and exercising a kind of Protectorate over Akwapim, and theVolta 
River district. 

The third English Company was not successful. The Dutch 
traders spared no efforts to get rid of their rivals, and in consequence 
of their aggression, an expedition was sent by Charles II. in 1664 
under the command of Captain Holmes, which recaptured Cape 
Coast, taken the previous year by the Dutch, and all the other Dutch 
forts, with the exception of Elmina and possibly Axim. In the 

Ifollowing year, however, the Dutch Commander de Ruyter recap
tured all the lost Dutch forts, with the exception of Cape Coast; 
and the treaty of Breda, 1667, kft affairs in tne Gold Coast in this 
condition. The fourth English Company was incorporated in the 
year 1672 under the name of the "Royal African Company of 
England." Under its influence English interests steadily advanced, 
and forts were established at Dixcove, Sekondi, Komenda, Anomabu, 
Tantamkweri, Winneba, Accra. The abolition of the exclusive 
privileges which the Royal African Company enjoyed, led to itsf 

decline and eventual dissolution in 1752. By the Acts of Parliament 
23 George II., c 31, and 25 George II., c. 40, a fifth trading Corpora
tion called the " African Company cf Merchants " was formed, the 
membership of which was open to all British traders on payment of a 
fee of 40/-, compensation being paid for its charter and property 
to the Royal African Company. An annual subsidy was granted by 
Parliament to the newly-formed Company, until 1821, when by the 
Act 1 & 2 George IV., c. 28, the Company was dissolved and its 
possessions vested in the Crown, and placed under the Government 
of the West African Settlement, the seat of government being at 
Sierra Leone. 

In 1824, the Governor of Sierra Leone, Sir Charles Macarthy, on 
visiting Cape Coast Castle, found the neighbouring country of the 
Fantis in possession of the Ashantis. He formed the resolution of 
inciting the Fantis against their oppressors, and led an army of them, 
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with a few disciplined soldiers, against the Ashantis at Insamankow 
where, on the 24th January, 1824, he was killed, and his force totally 
routed. The war which ensued was ended by the victory of the 
English at Dodowa, near Accra, in 1826. Peace was formally 
concluded by a tripartite Treaty in 1831, between the English, the 
Fantis, and the Ashantis. 

In the meantime, Her Majesty's Government had inclined to the 
policy of retiring from the coast altogether, and after the peace they 
actually transferred the government of the forts to the local and 
London merchants interested, who secured as their Governor, Mr. 
George Maclean, a man of marked energy and capacity. This 
gentleman, with a force of no more than 100 men at command, and 
with a Government subsidy of only £4,400. a year, contrived to 
extend and maintain the influence of his Government o '̂er the whole 
tract of country now known as the Gold Coast. In 1843, it having 
been suspected that the Merchant Government connived at the 
slave trade, the forts were resumed by the Crown, and a Lieutenant-
Governor wasappointed. Mr, Maclean was continued in the direction 
of native affairs, under the title of Judicial Assessor to the Native 
Chiefs, which post he held until his death in 1847. 

Hitherto the forts of the various nations were intermixed with 
each other, and there was no defined limit as to where the influence 
of one or the other began or ended. The imposition of Customs 
duties was rendered difficult, if not impossible, by the existence of 
the free ports of a rival nation within a stone's throw, as it were, of 
the duty ports. On the 24th of January, 1850, by Letters Patent, 
the Settlements on the Gold Coast ceased to be dependencies of 
Sierra Leone, and in the same year, by the purchase of the forts and 
protectorate of the Danes, the Coast line from Christiansborg to 
Keta and the districts of Shai, Eastern and Western Krobo, Akwapim, 
Akwamu, and Krepi, were acquired by England. By a Commission 
dated the 19th February, 1866, the Gold Coast Settlements were 
reunited to the Colony of Sierra Leone under one Governor-in-Chief. 
In 1867, a convention was made with the Dutch by which the portion 
of the Coast lying to the west of the Sweet River, which flows into 
the sea between Cape Coast and Elmina, was allotted to Holland, 
England taking all the territory to the east of the river, and a customs 
union between the two nations was established. The Dutch, however, 
found many difficulties in the way of their occupation of the forts 
and possessions received from the English in exchange for those of 
their own lying to the East of the boundary line. The native tribes 
refused to recognise their authority, and the prospect before then, 
was that ofya long series of petty wars with no reasonable hope of 
profit to be gained in the future. The result was the convention 
made between England and Holland in 1871, by which the Dutch 
transferred all their forts and possessions on the Coast to the English 
and Great Britain obtained at last the sole sovereignty and control of 
the territory from Half-Asinie to Aflao. The forts were transferred 
on the 6th of April, 1872. The present extent and limits of the 
colony are defined in the Order in Council of 2906. 
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At the conclusion of peace in 1874, measures were taken for 
placing the government of the Gold Coast upon a footing of efficiency 
and security. 

A new charter was issued, dated the 24th of July. 1874, separate 
ing the settlements of the Gold Coast and Lagos from the govern
ment of the West African Settlements, and erecting them into one 
colony under the style of the Gold Coast Colony, under a Governor-
in-Chief, with an Administrator at Lagos. There was one Executive 
Council and one nominated Legislative Council for the two settlements 
and one Supreme Court. The charter of 1874 was superseded by 
Letters Patent dated the 23rd of January, 1883, and 13th January, 
1886, respectively. By the latter instrument Lagos was separated 
frorft the Gold Coast and formed into a distinct colony. Provision 
was made for an Executive and Legislative Council, the members of 
both being nominated by the Crown. Four unofficial members were 
appointed to the Legislative Council. 

By Royal Instructions dated 20th September, 1916, under 
Letters Patent of the same date, all previous Instructions were 
revoked and the Executive and Legislative Councils were re-con
stituted. The Executive Council was constituted by the Colonial 
Secretary, the Attorney-General, the Treasurer, the Director of 
Medical and Sanitary Services, and the Secretary for Native Affairs 
with the Governor as President. The Legislative Council was con
stituted by the members of the Executive Council and, in addition, 
the Comptroller of Customs, .the Director of Public Works, the 
General Manager of Railways, and the Commissioners of the Eastern, 
Central and Western Provinces, as ex-officio members, and such 
unofficial members as might be appointed by the Crown. By an 
Order in Council dated 8th April, 1925^ Letters Patent and Royal 
Instructions dated 23rd May, 1925, the Legislative Council was 
reconstituted. It is now composed of the Governor, fifteen Official 
Members and fourteen Unofficial Members. The newly-constituted 
Legislative Council for the first time contains an elective element; 
provision having been made for the election of six Head Chiefs as 
Provincial Members of the Council, three Municipal Members to 
represent the towns of Accra, Cape Coast, and Sekondi, respectively, 
a Mercantile Member, and a Mining Member. In the case, however, 
of the Municipal Members and of the Mining Member the elective 
procedure is temporarily in abeyance. 

The currency in use consists of British Bank and Treasury notes 
and coin, all of which are legal tender as well as West African 
Currency Notes (value £1 and 10 /•) and Coin (value 2 /-, 1 6d., 3d., 
id., |d., i / iod,) . The English system of weights and measures is 
followed. 
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•Gold Coast includes the Gold Coast Colony, Ashanti and the Northern Territories 

CHAPTER 1.—GENERAL. 

1. The Gold Coast* continues to enjoy an era of prosperity, and 
this prosperity was marked during the year 1926-1927 by a 
considerable increase in both Imports and Exports. The total 
value of external trade in the year under review was £22,390,676 
compared with £20,672,842 in 1925-26. The value of exports 
exceeded that of imports by £1,818,924, while the total revenue 
of £4,365,321, the highest on record in the history of the Colony, 
exceeded recurrent and extraordinary expenditure by £815,879. 

2. This satisfactory result is mainly attributable to the exports 
of Cocoa, the staple product of the country, the value of which 
amounted in 1926-27 to £9,181,235 compared with £8,222,263 in 
1925-26. The Government is taking steps with a view 
to developing the export trade of the Colony in other directions. 

3. The chief political event of importance in the Gold Coast 
during the year under review was the coming into operation of the 
new constitution of the Legislative Council, conferred upon the Gold 
Coast Colony by the Order of the King in Council dated the 8th 
April, 1925. On the 15th April, 1926, the necessary Electoral 
Regulations under the Royal Order-in-Council were made, laying 
down the procedure for the election of Provincial, Municipal, 
Mercantile and Mining Members. On the same date two other 
Orders were made, declaring respectively the recognised Chambers 
of Commerce for the election of the Mercantile Member and the 
recognised Head Chiefs for the establishment of the three Provincial 
Councils. 

4. The European Mercantile Member was duly elected. The 
Chamber of Mines did not avail itself of its right to elect, but 
preferred that the Mining Member should be, nominated. All three 
Municipal Members had to be nominated, owing to the condition 
attached to the grant of the franchise to the towns of Accra, 
Sekondi and Cape Coast, viz. that the Members for those towns 
shall be nominated until the municipalities are placed under the 
Municipal Corporations Ordinance. 

5. The three Provincial Councils first met on the 17th of May, 
1926, for the purpose of the election of Provincial Members. In 
the Western Province eight, out of a total of twenty, Head Chiefs 
met at Tarkwa but did not elect a representative to the Legislative 
Council. In the Central Province eleven Head Chiefs, out of the 
twenty-two whose Divisions were at the time qualified to send 
representatives to the Provincial Council, met at Dunkwa and 
elected the two Members for the Legislative Council to which this 
Province is entitled. In the Eastern Province out of twelve 
Divisions qualified for representation on the Provincial Council 
there was only one abstention, and the Council elected the three 
Members to which it is entitled. 
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Five out of the six Provincial Members having thus been 
elected, the Acting Governor nominated one Head Chief tocomplete 
the number. 

7. The first meeting of the newly-constituted Council which 
consists of fifteen Official and fourteen Unofficial Members of 
whom nine are Africans and five Europeans, took place on the 
30th August, 1926; and was presided over by the Acting 
Governor, Sir James Crawford Maxwell, K.B.E., CM.G. 

8. A measure of great importance to the people of the Colony 
and Ashanti, which has for its object the conservation of the 
forest of the Colony and Ashanti, and the constitution of 
Forest Reserves without interfering with the ownership of land 
within a Forest Reserve, was passed towards the close of the year. 

9. On the 19th July, 1926 the Gold Coast Commercial Intelligence 
Bureau was opened in London under the directorship of Lieutenant-
Colonel J. H. Levey, D.S.O., O.B.E., at Abbey House, 8 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 

The main object of the Gold Coast Commercial Intelligence 
Bureau is to provide a centre in London at which enquirers can 
be given reliable and up-to-date information on all subjects-
commercial, agricultural, mining, etc.—connected with the develop
ment of the country; at which the official publications of the 
Government—ordinances, gazettes, maps, departmental reports, 
etc.—can be consulted and purchased; and where selected 
specimens of the products of the Colony can be inspected. 

The Bureau is able to advise manufacturers what prospects 
there are of the classes of goods they manufacture obtaining a sale 
in the Colony, and both manufacturers and merchants what means 
they should adopt to place goods. 

The Bureau has full iaformation respecting the railways of the 
Colony (including railway rates), roads, motor transport, harbours, 
posts and telegraphs, labour available, and rates of pay, etc. 

Inquirers can also be given general information as to the 
procedure to be followed in obtaining land for either commercial 
or agricultural purposes. 

Newly appointed officials can obtain information as to kit, 
passages, procedure on arrival in the Colony, and any general 
information required. 

10. The Honourable W. G. A. Onnsby-Gore, M.P., Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonics, accompanied by the 
Honourable C. A. U. Rbys, M.P.. and Mr. J. E. W. Flood and Mr. A, 
Bevir of the Colonjal Office, arrived at Accra from Nigeria on the 
20th March, 1926, The first ten days were devoted to conferences 
in Accra with officials and non-ofheial deputations, and during this 
period Mr. Ormsby-Gore paid a visit to British Togoland. 
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Between the 27th March and the 5th April Mr. Flood visited the 
Northern Territories, making a complete circuit from Kumasi via 

aYeji, Tamale, Navoro, Lorha, Wa, Kintampo, and Sunyani, and 
back to Kumasi, where he rejoined Mr, OnnsbyGore. The latter 
with the remainder of the party motored on the 1st April from 
Accra via Aburi, Mampong, Koforidua and Kibi to Bosuso where 
they entrained for Kumasi. From the 3rd to the 6th of April 
Mr. Ormsby-Gore visited various places in Ashanti, and on the 
7th and 8th journeyed by train to Sekondi, visiting the gold mines 
at Obuasi and Aboso and the manganese mines at Nsuta en route. 
On the 9th he visited Takoradi Harbour Works and the Scysie 
palm oil plantation, while on the 10th Mr. Rhys, Mr. Flood, and 
Mr. Bcvir visited Cape Coast On the }ith of April the whole party 
embarked at Sekondi for Sierra Leonei A report of the Under 
Secretary of State's visit to West Africa, which was presented 
to Parliament in September. 1926, has been published. 

11. An outstanding political event, so far as the Colony 
proper was concerned, was the introduction into the Legislative 
Council of the Native Administration Bill, which was read a first 
time on 3rd March, 1927. 

The Bill is intended to consolidate the law at present 
existing with regard to Native Administration and Jurisdiction, 
and repeals the following Ordinances : The Chiefs Ordinance, Chap
ter &o of the Laws of the Colony; The Stool Property Detention 
Ordinance, Chapter 81; The Native Jurisdiction Ordinance, Chap
ter 82; The Native Prisons Ordinance, Chapter 84; The Native 
Jurisdiction Amendment Ordinance, No. 10 of 1924 and the 
Provincial Councils (Further Provisions) Ordinance, No. 15 of 1927-

An important provision in the Bill, the introducer and 
seconder of which were Paramount Chiefs, is that by which the 
Provincial Councils created b y 1 1 The Gold Coast Colony (Legislative 
Council) Order in Council, 1925," are given jurisdiction to decide 
disputes of a constitutional nature between two or more Paramount 
Chiefs, or two or more Divisional Chiefs of the different States in 
the Province. 

Provincial Councils also have power to decide disputes 
relating to the ownership, possession or occupation of lands or to 
jurisdiction, arising between two or more Paramount Chiefs or 
between two or more Divisional Chiefs of different States in the 
Province. In the case of disputes relating to land an appeal will 
lie to the Full Court of the Supreme Court of the Colony, providing 
that notice of such appeal is given within six months of the delivery 
of the judgment. 

Where Paramount or Divisional Chiefs of States belonging 
to different Provinces are in dispute the matter is to be decided 
by the Provincial Councils of each Province sitting jointly. 
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The Bill also gives th*> Governor power to refer any 
question, matter or dispute to a Provincial Council for hearing and 
determination. 

Provincial Councils as constituted under 1 1 The Gold Coast 
Colony (Legislative Council) Order in Council, 1925," were in being 
in the Eastern and Central Provinces at the close of the year but 
none had yet been formed in the Western Province. 

One of the main duties of the Provincial Councils will be 
to act in an advisory capacity to the Government in matters of 
Native Custom and Customary Law. 

The Native Administration Bill was received with some 
opposition mainly from the educated classes residing in the coast 
towns, whose fear appeared to be that too much power was being 
placed in the hands of the Chiefs. It is hoped however that this 
opposition will die down, as the people realize the very genuine 
step forward on the road towards self-Government which its intro 
duction marks. 

12. In Ashanti the outstanding event was the installation as 
Kumasihene or Head Chief of Kumasi of Prempeh, the ex-King 
of Ashanti, who after 30 years of exile in the Seychelles was 
permitted to return to Ashanti as a private person in 1925. This 
installation involved the abolition of the Kumasi Council of Chiefs 
which for over 20 years had faithfully and well advised the 
Government on matters appertaining generally to the welfare of 
Ashanti. 

13. In the Northern Territories, there occurred no political 
feature of outstanding importance, but the Chiefs and people 
continued loyally to co-operate with the Government and it is but 
just to add, that fewer serious disputes either between Chiefs 
themselves or Chiefs and their people occur in that Territory than 
in other parts of the Gold Coast. 

14. A visit of far-reaching importance was made to the Gold 
Coast by Professor Diedrich Westermann. Hitherto the various 
vernacular languages have been reduced to writing by the efforts 
of various unconnected missionary bodies. Each has used its own 
system of orthography, and published its own text books, from which 
its own pupils have been taught, with the result that Africans of 
different tribes who can converse fluently with each other are often 
quite unable to communicate in writing except through the medium 
of English. Professor Westermann, on account of his acknowledged 
pre-eminence as a scholar of Gold Coast languages, was invited by 
Government to undertake the production of a script which would be 
common to all the languages and dialects without unduly differing 
from the scripts already in use. This difficult task, in which the 
local Missions united in giving enthusiastic support, has, it is 
believed, been successfully accomplished, such opposition as existed 
having generously yielded to the demands of the public interest. 
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15. The Government of the Gold Coast was administered by the 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, Brigadier-General Sir Frederick 
Gordon Guggisberg, K.C.M.G., D.S.O., from the 1st of April to the 
10th of April, 1926, and during his absence on leave, by Sir James 
Crawford Maxwell, K.B.E., C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, from the 
n th of April, to the 27th of September, 1926. On the 28th of 
September, 1926, the Governor resumed the administration of the 
Government until the end of the financial year. 

16. The following Honours were conferred by His Majesty the 
King:— 

Edgar Wrigley Cozens-Hardy, Esquire, General Manager 
Government Railways, to be a Companion of the Most 
Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George. 

Henry James Hobbs, Esquire, Provincial Commissioner, to 
be a Companion of the Imperial Service Order. 

John Dewar McKay, Esquire, an Unofficial Member of the 
Legislative Council, to be an Officer of the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire. 

The Rev. Arthur Wilkie, Secretary, Scottish Mission, to be a 
Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British 
Empire. 

Albert Ernest Kitson, Esquire, C.M.G., O.B.E, Director, 
Geological Surveys, to be a Knight Bachelor. 

17. The total European official establishment of the Colony 
and its Dependencies during the financial year was 1,046. 
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1922-23 3.357>i96 2,934.994 
1923-24 3>74*>834 4>*°5.938 (a) 
1924-25 . . . . . . 3.971.187 . . 4.632,633 (6) 
1925-26 5,871,556 (c) . . 4,255,126 
1926-27 . . . . . . 4,365,^21 . . 4,328,159 

(a) Includes Special Expenditure out of Surplus Balance 
of £257,179 and advances to Loan Works from the same 
source of £950,814; 

(b) Includes Special Expenditure out of Surplus Balance 
of £466,722 and advances to Loans from the same source 
of £804,300 ; 

(c) Includes £1,755,114 refunded from Loan Funds. 

2. The excess of assets over liabilities shown in the Balance 
Sheet on 1st April, 1926, was £2,493,668. The excess of assets 
over liabilities on 31st March, 1927, was £2,026,634, thus showing 
a decrease of £467,034. The sum of £600,932 is standing to the 
credit of the Reserve Fund, and £504,195 was transferred to the 
credit of the Supplementary Reserve Fund during the year. 

3. On the 31st March, 1927 the amount of the Public Debt 
was £11,791,000. 

4. The Sinking Fund for the amortization of the funded por
tion of the Public Debt was increased during the year by £173,035, 
made up of £134,335 from general revenue and £38,700 from interest 
on investments. The amount standing to the credit of the fund 
on the 31st March, 1927 was £929,976. 

5. Excluding the investments on account of the Sinking Fund, 
the investments held by Government on the 31st March, 1927, in 
respect of Surplus Funds and Special Funds, amounted to £1,195, 
751. and a sum of £2,761,000 was on deposit or lent at interest 
by the Crown Agents. 

6. £5,000, an amount which is sufficient to cover the depre
ciation of old investments (at pre-war rates of interest) on account 
of the Savings Bank, stands to the credit of the Investments Depre
ciation Account, 

C H A P T E R H . — F I N A N C E . 

Note.— The financial year is from 1st April to 31st March. 

1. The revenue and expenditure for the past five years are as 
follows;— 

Revenue. Expenditure. 
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CHAPTER III.—PRODUCTION. 

Agriculture. 

1. The Gold Coast maintained its position as the premier cocoa 
growing country in the world, producing about one-half of the 
world's supply of cocoa. The primary duty of the Agricultural 
Department is to foster and protect this product. An Ordinance 
has been passed to facilitate this object. 

2. No cocoa is grown in the Northern Territories which are 
climatically unsuited to this crop. 

Kola Nuts. 

3. There is a reduction in the export of this crop which may be 
accounted for by an increase in the amount going inland owing to 
improved transport facilities. There is no indication that the crop 
was below average. 

Copra. 

4. There was an increase of 189 tons over last year in the export 
of copra. Almost thte whole of the export was from Keta and 
whilst there is an awakening of interest in the cultivation of coconuts 
in the Colony, it takes several years for palms to come into bearing 
and in addition there is a considerable local demand for nuts to 
be met. The manufacture of copra for export is as yet almost 
non-existent except in the extreme east of the coastal belt. 

Rubber. 

5. Exports of rubber amounted to 1,418,250 lbs. in 1926 
compared with 1,097,832 lbs. in the previous year, an increase of 
320,418 lbs with an increased value of £19,527. 

Cotton. 

6. 20,203 lbs. of cotton lint were exported against 4,416 lbs. 
in 1925 an increase in quantity of 15,787 lbs and £382 in value. 

Fcod Crops. 

7. In general, food crops were plentiful and in some areas 
above the average. 

Sisal. 
8. The output of the factory was 456 tons of fibre as against 

176 tons in the previous year. 

9. Statistics of export of agricultural produce &re given in 
paragraph 14 of Chapter IV, Trade and Economics. 
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. Veterinary. 

10. The veterinary activities of Government are carried on 
entirely in the Northern Territories where a Veterinary Department 
is established with a staff of a Principal Veterinary Officer, five 
European and five African Veterinary Officers and a European 
Inspector of Livestock. 

11. There is a Veterinary School at Tamale where young 
Africans may qualify as graduates in four years. Graduates are 
employed by Government. 

12. The functions of the Veterinary Department are:— 

(a) To guard the indigenous stock and imported livestock 
caravans from contagious and infectious disease; 

(6) To suppress any such outbreaks when they occur; 

(c) To instruct the stock-owners in practical Zootechny; 

(d) To improve the indigenous breeds of livestock; 

(e) Treatment of sick domestic animals; 

(J) Research work in connection with animal diseases and 
feeding of livestock; 

(g) Breeding experiments; 

(A) To collect the Import Tax on livestock. 

13. The cattle trade is mainly in the hands of Africans, but 
a number of French and Syrians also participate. The cattle come 
from French country to the North of the Gold Coast and are brought 
down on the hoof along well-defined caravan routes and sold at 
distributing centres in the North for breeding and in the South for 
slaughter. 

14. An import tax of 5s. per horse, 4s. per head of cattle and 
6d. per sheep or goat was introduced from the 1st of April, 1926. 

15. There are five Quarantine Stations on the frontier for 
imported livestock. The period of quarantine for cattle is nine 
days and for other stock one day. 

16. The Veterinary Department is attempting to improve 
the native stock by the importation of pure-bred stock from 
England. They are crossed at a Government stock farm at Tamale 
and the half-bred progeny is issued to Chiefs and other stock owners. 
Most successful results have been obtained from cattle, pigs and 
poultry. 

17. A Live-stock Show was held at Navrongo, but owing to 
the prevalence of cattle plague, all classes for cattle had to be 
closed. 



18. Outbreaks of cattle plague have occurred throughout 
the year. 1,981 head of cattle died and 837 recovered and were 
branded as immune. Nearly 5,000 cattle were inoculated by the 
Serum Alone Method. The Sero-vaccine Method was also used. 

19. Pleuro-Pneumonia, Anthrax, Foot-and-Mouth Diseases 
and Trypanosomiasis occurred, but not in serious proportions. 

Forestry. 
20. Although mahogany stands sixth in value of the exports 

of the Gold Coast the activities of Government in the matter of 
Forestry are directed mainly towards the conservation of the forest 
areas with a view to preserving the humidity of the soil for the 
production of cocoa. With this object Government is establishing 
torest Reserves, and during the year a special Forestry Ordinance 
was passed into law. 

21. Some progress has been made during the year, not so much 
in the actual constitution of Forest Reserves under Chiefs' bye-laws, 
but in the preliminary demarcation of proposed reserves, several 
of which are waiting for the final survey. 

22. The situation is as follows :— 

Government aims at reserving an area of 6,000 square 
miles. 307 square miles have already been reserved, and 744 
square miles in addition have been surveyed or demarcated but 
are not yet reserved, An additional 238 square miles have been 
selected and are ready for demarcation. 
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CHAPTER IV.—TRADE AND ECONOMICS. 

THE TRADE FIGURES IN* THIS CHAPTER ARE IN 
RESPECT OF THE CALENDAR YEAR 1926. 

Customs Revenue. 
t. The gross revenue receipts for the year amounted to 

£2,244,629 being £287,182 less than the gross receipts for 1925. 

2. The decrease in gross revenue receipts was mainly due to 
the reduction of all ad-valorem rates of duty to 10 per cent on 
22nd of February, 1926. Receipts from ad-valorem duties fell from 
£633,290 in 1925 to £332,140 in 1926. 

3. Specific duties provided 71,01 per cent of the net receipts. 
The proceeds under this head amounted to £1,587,918 or £13,078 
less than the receipts from the same source in 1925. 

4. The duties on wines, spirits and malt liquors for the year 
under review totalled £1,027,155 and represents 45.93 per cent of 
the net receipts. 

Imports. 
5. The value of all imports for the year amounted to 

£10,285,876 being an increase of £503,257 compared with the 1925 
value of imported articles and over £2,600,000 in excess of the 
value of imports in 1921. 

6. The value of imports subject to ad-valorem duty was 
£319,1x2 less than the value of similar imports in 1925. The articles 
responsible for the decrease were cotton goods, haberdashery and 
millinery, and iron and steel manufactures—principally structural 
steel and iron work and enamelled ware. The coal strike in England 
delayed the execution of indents for new cotton goods, and it is 
probable that certain of the larger firms in the Colony carried 
fairly large stocks of cottons at the commencement of the year. 
The only articles that showed substantial increases over 1925 
were manufactures of silk and artificial silk. 

7. The value of the 1926 imports of goods subject to specific 
duty, other than spirituous liquors, was £30,899 in excess of such 
imports for the previous trads period. The item that chiefly 
contributed to the increase was motor spirit, the demand for which 
was stimulated by additions to the mileage of motorable roads. 

8. The value of imports of spirituous liquors was greater by 
£3,874 than in 1925, due to the growing regard for quality on the 
part of consumers whose standard of living is steadily rising. The 
most noteworthy article contributing to the increase is under the 
heading Beer and Ale, Stout and Porter, the quantity imported 
daring the year being nearly double the quantity imported in 1925. 
Lager Beer in particular is rapidly increasing in popularity, and 

http://6o.cc
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largely at the expense of the established position which geneva has 
held a3 the favourite beverage. The reduction in the import duty 
on beer to one shilling per gallon made it possible for good lager beer 
to be retailed at a shilling per bottle. At this price there is a ready 
demand, but sales decline if more than a shilling is charged. 

9. Appreciable decreases occurred in the importation of gin 
and canned fish. There are indications that geneva is gradually 
coming to be regarded as 'a poor man's drink/ and one of the first 
manifestations of comparative affluence is the substitution of 
beer or wine as a beverage. The decrease in canned fish and 
meats is offset partly by the fresh supplies obtained from cold storage 
and partly by increased importations of dried and salted fish. 

10. The imports of commercial free goods were greater by 
£941,547 than in the previous year, but this increase must very 
largely be attributed to the increased importation of specie to meet 
the higher level of prices ruling for cocoa during the marketing of 
the mam crop. 

11 . Other imports exempt from duty which showed an increase 
, in value were, in order of importance, tyres for vehicles, coal, coke 
and pateut fuel, motor cars and lorries, electrical and telegraphic 
apparatus and b^gs and sacks. The constant addition to the 
mileage of motorable roads in the Gold Coast has naturally been 
accompanied by increased importations of motor vehicles and tyres, 
The development of Takoradi Harbour and the Railways called for 
additional imports of coal. Extensions of the telegraphic and 
telephonic services were the main cause of the increase under the 
head of electrical and telegraphic apparatus, and the increase in 
bags and sacks was due to the heavy requirements for the maini 
cocoa season. The principal decreases in the articles exempt from 
duty were railway rolling stock, corrugated iron sheets, ships and 
boats (not mechanically propelled) and agricultural implements. 
Exports. 

12. The total value of the exports for the year ended 31st] 
December, 1926, amounted to £12,104,800, being £1,214,577 oil 
10.03 per cent in value greater than the export? for 1925. I 

13. The value of the exports of domestic produce anl 
manufactures, excluding bullion, was in excess of that for thJ 
previous year by £1,212,897 or 11.02 per cent which thl 
value of cocoa was the principal factor. I 

14. The following table shows the principal articles of domesil 
produce which showed increases or decreases compared with thl 
exports of similar produce in 1925 :— I 



Quantity. Value. Increase or Decrease. 
Article. 

1925. 1926. 1925. 1926. Quantity. Value. 

1 £ £ 
Tons. 218,151 230,840 8,222,263 9^81,235 +12, 89 +958,972 

Diamonds Carats. 77.313 299,835 98,760 362,833 +222,522 +264,073 
Rubber lbs. 1.097.832 1,418,250 33.946 53.473 +320,418 +19327 
Fibre (Sisal hemp) . . Tons. 170 456 6,995 18,193 +280 +11,198 
Balm Kernels Tons. 6,569 7.659 H5.257 125,556 +1,090 +10,299 
Raw Gold ozs. 218,122 219,999 840,525 850,042 +1.877 +9317 
Palm Oil . . Tons. 1.423 L752 43.624 52,283 +329 +8,659 
Manganese Ore . . Tons. 338,657 344.933 680,944 684,852 +6,276 + 3 . 9 0 8 

Copra* • • • »• . . Tons. 1.324 I.5I3 30.704 33.482 +189 +2.778 
Kola Nuts lbs. 13.656,162 12,474,028 282,773 259*479 —1,182,134 —23,294 
Mahogany Cub. ft. 2,016,755 1,880,456 256,634 213,928 —136,299 —42,706 
Ivory lbs. 3.891 4*495 1,189 1.236 +604 +47 
Cotton Lint . . . . lbs. 4416 20,203 185 567 +15.787 +38* 
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17. The countries to which exports of cocoa were consigned 
in 1926 were as follows :— 

Country of Destination Quantity. 
Tons. 

Value. 
£ 

United States of America 
Germany 
United Kingdom 
Holland • • 
France . . . . • • 
Other Countries 

65,202 
5T>920 
46,699 
38,715 
14.955 
13.349 

2,583.881 
2.059.483 
1.914.541 
1.577.486 

594.065 
451.779 

Total • • 230,840 9,181,235 

18. The rapid development of the diamond industry is especially 
noteworthy, the output of the mines being nearly quadrupled 
during the year. The increase of 320,418 lbs. in the quantity of 
rubber exported is clear indication of the interest being taken in the 
cultivation of the product. 

19. The relatively small increase of 6,276 tons in t̂he exports of 
manganese ore was not unexpected in view of the serious congestion 
at the port of Sekondi where the ore is shipped. To those acquain
ted with the conditions prevailing at that port it is a matter for 
surprise that 344,933 tons could have been put on board during 
the year. There can be little doubt * hat when the port of Takora-
di is open there will be a marked expansion in the shipment of this 

*5. The exports of raw cocoa, including 4,918 tons exported 
by land and inland navigation, amounted to 230.840 tons and 
represented a value of £9,181,235. This is the greatest tonnage of 
cocoa that has yet left the Gold Coast in a calendar year. Compared 
with 1925 the increases in quantity and value were respectively 
12.689 tons and £958,972. 

x6. The price of cocoa evinced an upward tendency in October, 
1926, and at the close of the year the London spot price for fine 
fermented Accra cocoa had reached £70 per ton. This remarkable 
rise in price ensured a more thorough reaping of the farms, even 
of those not favourably situated for mechanical transport; but the 
extent of the increase in tonnage exported also indicates that new 
areas have come into bearing. The extension of telegraph and 
telephone lines has had a direct effect on the price received by the 
farmer for his cocoa. These means of rapid communication, together 
with the keen competition between local buyers now ensure to the 
farmer a return based on the latest market prices in Europe and 
the United States of America. 
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ore. The Government Sisal Plantation near Accra made good 
progress during the year, exporting 456 tons of sisal hemp valued 
at £18,193. The inttoduction of improved machinery has enabled 
the plantation to market fibre of first grade quality. 

20. Among the minor exports palm kernels, palm oil, copra 
and cotton all showed an improvement. The fact that these 
products received greater attention during a year in which a record 
tonnage of cocoa was exported is distinctly encouraging in view of 
the frequent warnings against the danger of placing too much 
reliance upon the country's chief agricultural product. 

21. For the second year in succession there was a decrease in 
shipments of kola, maritime exports falling from 13,656,162 lbs. 
in 1925 to 12,474,028 lbs. in 1926. It is probable that unfa
vourable weather was the main cause of this decrease but increased 
exports oveiland tc Nigeria via the Northern Territories may 
also have contributed to it. Nearly all the kola shipped from 
Gold Coast ports is consigned to Nigeria, where it is meeting with 
increasing competition from kola exported by Sierra Leone.; 

22. Exports of mahogany were less by 136,299 cubic feet 
than in 1925. Prices on the whole were not so attractive as in the 
previous year, and there was a shorter flood season in which to 
float logs down the rivers to the sea. Raw gold exports totalled 
219,999 ozs. valued at £850,042, an increase of 1,877 to 
weight and £9,517 to value. 

Direction 0* Trade. 

23. The import trade with all parts of the Empire represented 
67 per cent of the total import trade and is less by 0.75 per cent 
than similar trade for the year 1925. The share of the import 
trade appropriated by the United Kingdom was 55.85 per cent, 
being 9.43 per cent less than in the former year ; a decrease for 
which the industrial disputes in Britain were in a great measure 
responsible. Imports from British West Africa rose to 9.31 per 
cent, an increase of 7.5 per cent on similar imports in the previous 
year. The articles contributing to this increase were farina, coal, 
lumber, native cotton goods and common soap. The United 
States of America, France and Germany all slightly increased their 
percentages of import trade with the Colony. Holland's share of 
the import trade, after increasing to 8.48 per cent in 1925, fell to 
7.08 per cent in 1926, mainly owing to reduced importations of cot
ton goods, rice and gin. German imports largely consisted of 
gunpowder, beer, cutlery, matchets, sewing machines, enamel ware, 
musical instruments and perfumery. The principal imports from 
France were aerated and mineral waters, perfumed spirits and wine. 
From the United States of America the chief imports were motor . 
vehicles including spare parts and accessories, motor spirit, flour, 
kerosene/tobacco unmanufactured, pickled beef and pork and sugar 
(refined.) 
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24. Of the domestic exports the bulk of the cocoa crop was 
taken by the United States of America, German^, the United 
Kingdom ?nd Holland (see paragraph 17). The United Kingdom 
received all exports of gold bullion and diamonds. Most of the ma
hogany was shipped to the United States and practically all maritime 
exports of kola nuts were consigned to Nigeria. The manganese 
ore was chiefly shipped to Norway, the United States of America, 
Canada and the United Kingdom. 

25. The bulk of the import trade is in the hands of Europeans, 
but Syrians and Indians and also natives of the Gold Coast 
participate. Imported goods reach the provinces through branch 
stores of which all the prominent firms have a large number up-
country ; while the population of outlying districts is supplied with 
the more easily portable articles by petty traders who buy from 
the importing firms and retail in the local native markets. 

Mines. 
Gold. 

26. The Gold Mining Industry appears to have reached its lowest 
ebb. Little improvement can be looked for next year but in the 
succeeding years a great and steady improvement may be expected 
with justification. 

Taquah and Abosso Consolidated* 
27. The Company which is working Abosso Mine, Adjah Bippo 

Mine and owns, and will probably work, Cinnan\pn Bippo Mine (three 
milesonthe same continuous line of Banket deposit) is now in process 
of reconstruction and is preparing to install a complete new plant. 
Abbontiakoon Mines Limited 

This mine, on the same line of Banket Reef as the Taquah and 
Abosso Consolidated, has lately been carefully examined and should 
the Company proceed to reconstruct, as is reasonably possible, the 
mine may be expected to do its share in increasing the bullion out
put. 

Prestea Block A. 
The property now owned by the Gold Coast Explorers is being 

reconditioned and may be expected to be in full production by the 
middle of 1928. 

Ashanti Goldflelds Corporation. 
The property at Obuasi in Ashanti produced more 

gold during the year than all the other gold mines of the Gold Coast 
added together* 

The pcodmkm of gold irm ajluvial workings in the Gold 
Coast is m y small and from dredging nil. 
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28. The mines producing on the Banket Deposit are, Taquah, 
Abbontiakoon, Abosso and Adjah Bippo. The introduction of 
wet hammer machine drills into these mines is assisting to diminish 
the disabilities due to the shortage of underground labour, but by 
no means entirely solves the problem. The following mines are 
working on Quartz Reefs in the Colohy-Prestea Block A, and Akoko 
Simpa Reefs has been abandoned for the present. 

In Ashanti two mines are working on Quartz Reefs, the 
Ashanti Goldfields Corporation Mine at Obuasi and Lyndhurst Deep 
Levels Limited at Konongo. 

Ashanti Goldfields have now reached level 22 where they 
have a fine body of ore carrying good values. This mine is easily 
first as a gold producer and dividend payer. 

Lyndhurst Deep Levels ceased crushing during the latter 
half of the year and is exploring the lower levels of the mine, which 
have not developed as well as the upper levels. 

• i. 

Manganese* 

29. Ore exported reached its highest figure this year—all from 
the African Manganese Company at Insuta. 

Diamonds* 

30. The export of Diamonds for 1926 was more than treble 
that of 1925. Two companies, the African Selection Trust and 
the West African Diamond Syndicate are the main producers, both 
working in the Birim Valley—the only locality in which, up to the 
present, Diamonds have been found in any quantity. The diamonds 
are very small—about 26 to the carat—but find a ready market. 

Labour. 

31. The total number qf Natives engaged in the Mineral Indus
try was 10,734 of whom 6,665 were employed on the surface and4,o69 
underground. 269 Europeans were employed, 200 on the surface and 
69 underground. No Natives were indentured from other Colonies 
and all labour was locally engaged. 
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CHAPTER V.—COMMUNICATIONS. 

Shipping and Harbours. 
x. There was an increase in the number and tonnage of ship

ping which entered and cleared during 1926 as compared with the 
former year. 867 vessels representing an aggregate registered 
tonnage of 2,407,509 tons entered the ports of the Colony during the 
year, and 865 vessels of a total registered tonnage of 2,406,927 tons 
cleared for overseas in the same trade period. In 1925 the vessels 
entered inwards totalled 760 vessels representing a registered 
tonnage of 2,090,805 tons and 757 vessels cleared outwards during 
the same period with a total registered tonnage of 2,090,345. 

2. The following table gives the nationality of shipping which 
entered the ports of the Gold Coast:— 

Steam and Motor Sailing Vessels. 
Vessels. 

Nds. Tons. Nos. Tons. 

British . . 464 1,346,612 _ —— 
French . . • • 103 299,326 — 
American 40 136,859 X 
Dutch 96 252,042 
Norwegian 26 83,676 — — 
German . . •. IXX 220,444 -
Italian 20 60,213 — 

2 2,367 — • 

Danish 4 4,863 — — 
Total 866 2,406,402 X 

1 

1,107 

N.B. The above figures are in respect of the Calendar year 1926. 

Takoradi Harbour. 
3. Good progress was made with the works during the year 

1926-27. At 31st March, 1927, 7,134 lineal feet of the Main 
Breakwater, or 94 per cent of its length, was completed and 
843,131 cubic yards of granite deposited, or 83 per cent of the 
estimated total voliime. 

4. Of the Lee Breakwater 3,861 lineal feet or 81 per cent of 
the total length was completed and 252,865 cubic yards of granite 
or 58 per cent of the estimated total volume deposited. 
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5. The West and North Lighter Wharves and the Timber 
Wharf are practically complete and a commencement has been made 
with the Main Wharf. 

6. The Moorings and bow ends for ocean-going vessels have 
been completed with chains and buoys in position* 

?. Practically the whole of the Reclamation Area west and 
of the lighter wharves has been formed and a commencement 

has been made with laying out the permanent railway track in 
that area. The Railway Passenger Station is complete except for 
the concourse and platform roofs, the Goods Shed is practically 
complete and the Lighter Transit and Want of Entry Shed is 
complete except for the concrete floor and the internal partitions 

8. The junction of the Harbour Branch Line with the Gold 
Coast Railways Main Line has been made and 6 miles of permanent 
track and 16,000 cubic yards of ballast laid during the year. The 
Locomotive Shed and 70' diameter Turntable are complete. 

9. A Powder Magazine and Guard Room have been built. 

xo. On 8th November, 1926, the first ship entered the harbour, 
the " Agnete Naerst " , with a cargo of coal for the Contractors. 
Since that date vessels have frequently discharged materials, coal, 
cement, & c , for the contractors atTakoradi; in addition H. M. S. 
" Delphinium " and the American motoi yacht " Utowana " 
have dropped anchor in the harbour. 

xx. A revised estimate of the total cost of Takoradi amounts 
approximately to three and a half million pound**. 

Railways. 

12. The total mileage open for traffic at the clore of the 
financial year 1926-27 was 475. 

13. The main line runs in a northerly direction from the port 
of Sekondi to Kumasi in Ashanti, thence to Accra in a south-earterly 
direction, a total distance of 362 miles. 

14. The Branch Lines (3' 6* gauge) operated from the Sekondi-
Juaso Section are the Inchaban Branch which runs in an easterly 
direction taking off the main line at 4J miles from Sekondi, and 
having a length of 4 miles; the Tarkwa-Prestea Branch which 
runs in a north-westerly direction taking off the main line at 
Tarkwa, 39 miles from Sekondi, and having a length of 18 miles; 
and the newly constructed Central Province Railway which runs 
in a north-easterly direction from Huni Valley, 53 miles from 
Sekondi, to Kade, a distance of 99 miles. The line from Huni 
Valley to Oda, 81 miles, was taken oyer by the Open lines during 
the year. 
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15. The only Branch operated from the Accra-Juaso Section 
is the Weshiang Branch (2' 6* gauge) which runs from Accra 
in a westerly direction to Weshiang, a distance of 10 miles. 

Finance. 
16. The total Capital Expenditure on the 31st March, 1927, 

stood at £8,297,938. 

17. The gross revenue amounted to £1,156,453, an increase 
of £54,152 as compared with the gross revenue for tne year, 1925-26. 

18. The working expenditure including a contribution of £100, 
523 to the Renewal Fund in 1926-27 and £97,950 in 1925-26, was 
£572,882, an increase of £4.870 on the 1925^26 working. 

19. The net receipts were £583,571, an increase of £49,282 
over 1925-26. 

The general financial result is as follows :— 

Loan Charges. 
(a) Interest . . . . £373*9*7 
(b) Sinking Fund . . 77,003 
(c) Expenses of Managing Loan 804 

451*724 
Pensions . . 13*645 

Total . . 465,369 
Net Receipts . . -,' . . 583,57* 

Surplus . . 118,202 

Traffic. 
20. The number of passengers conveyed during the year was 

1,419,237, a decrease of 31,088 from the year 1925-26. In 
addition 501,002 workmen were conveyed between Accra and 
Achinjota being an increase of 174,534 over the year 1925-26. 

21. The total tonnage of goods traffic exclusive of live stock 
carried for the year 1926-27 was 805,227, an increase of 8,339 
over 1925-26. 

The principal increases were 

Commodity Tons carried. Increase 
over 1925-26 

Coal, Coke and Patent Fuel . . 18,542 3.983 
Firewood 107430 3,695 
Manganese . . . . 394»079 31,55* 
Salt' 4.556 JW 
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The principal decreases were 

Commodity Tons 
carried. 
149/189 

Decrease. 

Cocoa 1,092 
1,063 
1.939 
7.689 
1,040 
2,190 

Imported Ripe . . 
Mining Materials 
Sand and Minerals 
Native Produce 
Logs (exported) 

2,076 
1,876 

15,072 
12,035 
9*538 

Central Province Railway. 
22. The Central Province Railway from Huni Valley to Foso 

was opened for Passenger and Goods traffic on 12th April, 1926, 
and from Foso to Oda on 4th October, 1926. 1 he total number 
of passengers booked was 66,465 the receipts being £92,924. 
The tonnage of goods carried was 4,906 tons, the receipts being 
£6,129. 

Deviations. 
23. Deviations of the Sekondi-Kumasi line between Obuasi 

and Kumasi were completed on the 15th November, ,1926, and 
were taken over by Open Lines on that date. 

Northern Territories Railway Survey. 

24. The survey of the eastern-route of the Northern Territo
ries Railway was continued and Navrongo, the proposed terminus, 
was reached in June. The projected location gives the mileage 
between Kumasi and Navrongo as 350 miles. 

25. Work was then commenced on the alternative or Western 
route from Kumasi via Sunyani, Bole and Wa to Navrongo, and 
good progress was made up to the end of the year. •, 

Roads and Motor Transport. 
26. The road system of the Gold Coast is constructed entirely 

with a view to its use by motor cars and lorries fitted with 
pneumatic tires. Solid tires are prohibited by law. The mileage 
of motor roads is 4,690, of which about one-third may be classified 
as good, and the remainder as fair. The principal stretches of 
the more important main roads are completed by a process known 
as 1 1 tarmetting," i.e., about 4 inches of metal bound With sand 
and gravel and tar-sprayed. The improvement of the surface 
owing to this method of construction is most marked aud must 
result in reduced running costs, while in the towns the adoption of 
this form of construction greatly.reduces the dust nuisance. All 
roads can be and are used continually by cars of the lightest 
makes, as well as heavy vehicles. 
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27. With the exception of five places, where regular pontoon 
ferries are established, the roads are adequately bridged, and the 
necessity for driving through a drift is exceptional. 

28. 832 cars and 3,455 lorries were licensed during the year, 
an average of nearly one motor vehicle to each mile of road. 

29. The increase in native-owned motor vehicles continues 
to be remarkable. It is possible to arrange transport of any kind 
of goods for long or short distances by these vehicles on all the roads 
of the Colony and Ashanti and the Kumasi-Tamaie road. The 
traffic in passengers is large. 

30. 560 motor drivers' certificates of competency were granted 
during the year. 

31. An excellent service of motor omnibuses is working in 
Accra, under the Accra Town Council. 

Posts and Telegraphs. 

32. There were 198 Post Offices in the Colony, Ashanti, and 
the Northern Territories open at the end of the financial year, of 
these 137 were Postal Agencies. 

33. There were 112 Telegraph Offices open at the end of the 
year. 

34. The number of cablegrams dealt with in conjunction with 
the Eastern Telegraph Company was more than the previous year, 
being 22,4x8 as compared with 20,285 in 1925-26. 

35. The amount of traffic dealt with at the Accra Radio Station 
also showed an inciease. 

36. For experimental receiving stations, eleven licences were 
issued to amateurs during the year, which brings the number of 
such licences now issued to twenty-four. 

37. The number of Exchange Line connections increased from 
578 to 628. 

38. A feature of the development of this kind of communi
cation is the extended use of the telephone, especially the trunk 
telephone. The illiterate native in outlying centres may be 
unwilling to entrust the conduct of his correspondence to an 
intermediary, but is quite ready to discuss cocoa pricei and do 
business over the long-distance telephone. ' The telegraph continues 
tobe largely used* 
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CHAPTER VI . 

JUSTICE, POLICE AND PRISONS. 

Justice. 

The Law of the Colony is the Common law, the doctrines of 
equity, and the statutes of general application in force in England, 
on the 24th July, 1874, modified by a large number of Local 
Ordinances passed since that date. The Criminal Law was 
codified in 1892, and the civil and criminal procedure are regulated 
by the Supreme Court and Criminal Procedure Ordinances both 
passed in 1876. 

2. Justice is administered by the Supreme Court, which is 
presided over by the Chief Justice and five Puisne Judges. 
Divisional Courts of the Supreme Court are held in different parts 
of the colony. There are also some twenty-five inferior Courts 
with limited criminal and civil jurisdiction, four of which are 
presided over by Police Magistrates and the remainder by District 
Commissioners. The Supreme Court has an original civil and 
criminal jurisdiction, and also decides appeals from the inferior 
courts. The Chief Justice, and the Judge in their respective 
provinces have also powers of revision of the decisions of the 
Magistrates and Commissioners in criminal cases. Appeals from 
Divisional Courts are heard by a full court. 

3. Native customary law is administered in all the Courts, in so 
far as it is not incompatible with any Statute or Ordinance, and 
not repugnant to natural justice. 

4. As between natives, recognised Native Tribunals have a 
limited criminal and a civil jurisdiction. 

5. There is an appeal from the Native Tribunals to the District 
Commissioner's Court, but where the title to land is in dispute, 
the District Commissioner's Court is for the purposes of such appeal 
formed by the Provincial Commissioner. 

Police. 

6. The Gold Coast Colony and Ashanti are policed by the 
Gold Coast Police Force. This is divided into three branches :— 

General Police 
E#ort 
Marine „ 

The General Police are literate and are mostly recruited from 
the Colony. Their duties include all police duties, but some are 
specially detailed for Station Office work, keeping of criminal and 
other records, taking finger-prints, issuing licences, and numerous 
other duties that cannot be carried out by illiterates, . /> 
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The Escort Police are illiterate and are mainly natives of the 
Northern Territories. Among their number are many old soldiers 
of the Gold Coast Regiment and they are generally of a more 
military type than the educated class. They are available for all 
duties not requiring reading and writing and are specially Useful 
on escort duties, guards, patrols and the like. In the event of any 
unusual disturbance Escort Police are employed to cdpe with it. 

the Marine Police are employed at the ports and harbours 
and do their work either on land or water as occasion may require. 

7. There is a Police Band which gave 240 performances during 
the year. 

* 8. The Gold Coast Police Force dealt with 17,000 cases during 
the year. 

9. The Northern Territories is policed by the Northern 
Territories Constabulary, a semi-military force including Mounted 
Infantry. The rank apd file of the force are recruited locally. 

A commencement has been made with the training of 
selected men in civil police duties such a$ the regulation of motor 
traffic, etc. 

Prisons. 

;io. There are three convict and 15 local prisons. The convict 
prisons are Ussher Fort at Accra, Central Prison at Sekondi and 
the Kumasi Prison. At Sekondi the following trades are firmly 
established:—Carpentry, cabinet making, furniture making, boot 
and shoe-making, tailoring and mat-making. At Accra the trades 
mentioned above are also followed with the addition of rope and 
string making. At Kumasi, convict labour is employed in farming 
and building new prison buildings. I 

11. The Mark System is applied to convicts sentenced to two I 
years or over. I 
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CHAPTER VII.—PUBLIC WORKS. 

The most important public works in progress during the year 
were the construction of the Prince of Wales' School and College at 
Achimota and the lay-out of a model town on the site which is to be 
served by the port and harbour of Takoradi. 

2. The buildings of Achimota had been given out to contrac
tors who eventually found it necessary to abandon the contract. 
The work was then taken over by the Public Works Department, 
since when progress has been very rapid. The whole work is 
for due completion in 1928. 

3, The lay-out of Takoradi Township provides for European and 
African Residential Areas, a business area, a reserved site for petro
leum storage, a general recreation ground and park, cricket ground 
and golf course, and a general'area for an African Township. 
Progress with the construction of roads and planting of shade-trees 
was made during the year, but the erection of buildings, for which 
private parties will be mainly responsible, had not been commenced. 
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CHAPTER VIII.—PUBLIC HEALTH. 

The climate, though hot and damp, is cooler than that of most 
tropical countries situated in similar latitudes. It is not in 
itself unhealthy; but the prevalence of mosquito-borne diseases 
demands the taking of ail possible precautions. The exact death-

"rate among the non-official European population is difficult to 
ascertain, but general statistics for Europeans are given below. No 
data are at hand for estimating the death-rate among the natives. 
Infant mortality is great. The rainfall varies with the physical 
configuration of the country, and is very heavy in Axim and the 
mining districts of Tarkwa, Upper Wasaw and Lower Wasaw, etc 
The rainy season is irregular and not clearly defined, but it may 
perhaps be said that the " first rains1 1 begin in March and end in 
July; the " latter rains " are spread over the months of September 
and October. The rainy season is marked by a considerable fall 
in temperature, which is found to be refreshing to many Europeans, 
but proves trying to some. The Harmattan season begins in 
December and ends in February. It is characterised by a cool wind 
which is dry and bracing. 

2. The majority of deaths during the year were attributed 
to diseases of the respiratory and digestive systems. 

3. An analysis of the death and invaliding statistics of the 
European population is appended :— 

1926-27. 
Number 

of 
Resider . . 

Deaths. Invali-
dings. 

Death rate 
per 1,000 

Invaliding 
rate per 

1,000. 

Officials . . 
Merchants.. 
Miners 
Missionaries 

1,046 
1,861 

440 
134 

3 
13 
5 
5 

49 
49 
15 
1 

2.87 
6.98 

11.36 
37-31 

46.84 
26.33 
34-09 

7.46 

Totals . . 3.48i 26 114 7.46 32-74 

4. The death-rate of 7.46 per thousand amongst the general 
European population shews a slight increase on the previous year— 
7.08 per thousand. The invaliding rate shews a considerable 
decrease—32.74 per thousand as compared with 40.27 per thousand 
in 1925-1926. 
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5. Treatment was given in 6,442 cases of malaria, 840 cases of 
dysentery, 788 cases of pneumonia, 698 cases of tuberculosis, 172 
cases of smallpox, 220 cases of influenza, and 67 cases of sleeping 
sickness. There were no cases of plague, 

6. A Research Specialist from the Rockefeller Institute, New 
York, resided in the Gold Coast during the year for the purpose of 
undertaking research into the causes of Yellow Fever, 

7. The steps taken to prevent Yellow Fever and other 
mosquito-borne diseases resulted in the inspection during the year 
of 620,351 houses and 17,574 prosecutions under the Destruction 
of Mosquitoes Ordinance and for other sanitary offences. 



3 6 COLONIAL ^REPORTS—ANNUAL 

CHAPTER IX.—EDUCATION. 

X, A new development in education in the Gold Coast t uok 
place during the year in the opening of the Prince of Wales' School 
and College at Achimota. A special note on this subject is given 
below. 

2. Apart from Achimota, Education in the Gold Coast is mainly 
in the hands of the Education Department and several Missions, 
the chief of which are, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion, the 
English Church, the Roman Catholic, the Presbyterian, the Ewe 
and the Wesleyan Missions. 

3. There are 17 Government Primary Schools having an enrol
ment of 3,704 boys and 92X girls, with a total average attendance of 
4,219. Five of these schools are in the Western Province, three in 
the Central Province, five in the Eastern Province and four in 
Ashanti. 

4. These schools are entirely supported and equipped from 
Government funds, and the total stall of teachers is 200, nearly 
all of whom hold local teachers' certificates. The stall at 
these schools is African with a few exceptions. The Headmistress 
of the Government Girls' School, Accra, is a European. 

5. The Mission Schools are of two kinds, viz .—Assisted and 
Non-assisted. The former schools have qualified under the 
Education Ordinance and Rules for Government assistance and 
annually receive grants-in-aid for general efficiency. 

Under the New Education Ordinance No. 21 of 1925 passed 
on the 30th December, 1925, the grant-in-aid to schools 
is based on general efficiency and the salaries paid to teachers. 
Teachers in Assisted and Non-assisted Schools will require to be 
registered. 

6. The number of Assisted Schools in the Colony and Ashanti 
is 221. The Non-assisted Schools are usually small "schools which 
have not, as yet, qualified for Government inspection, though there 
are, in addition, a few large schools which have not yet been placed 
on the 1 4 Assisted List ", The number of Non-assisted Schools 
k 593. 

7. The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Mission has two 
schools in the Central Province, four in the Trans-Volta District 
and one in Ashanti. The Presbyterian Mission has eleven .schools 
in the Central Province, sixty-three in the Eastern Province, six 
in the Trans-Volta District and sixteen in Ashanti. The schools 
of the Ewe Mission are all situated in the Trans-Volta District, The 
English Church Mission has three schools in the Western Province, 
a secoudary school at Cape Coast in the Central Province, one school 
in the Eastern Province and two schools in Ashanti. Seven Roman 
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Catholic Mission Schools are situated in the Western Province, 
ten in the Central Province, seven in the Trans-Volta District and 
live in Ashanti. The Wesley an Mission has eight schools in the 
Western Province, eighteen primary schools and one secondary 
school in the Central Province, sixteen in the Eastern Province and 
five in Ashanti. 

8. There is one undenominational school on the Assisted List; 
this is situated in Accra. 

0. A Mohammedan School administered by the Ahmadiya sect, 
has been opened at Saltpond, Central Province, and is now on the 
Assisted List. 

xo. In all these primary schools, as well as in the Government 
primary schools hand work is taught. In the schools in the inte
rior it usually takes the form of Agricultural work, gardens being 
attached to most of the schools. 

11 . Instruction is given in woodwork in the Government Schools 
at Accra, Cape Coast, Kumasi and Essiama; Metalwork is taught 
at Essiama ; book-binding, printing, carpentry, weaving netting, 
and basket-making are taught in some of the Mission Schools. 

12. In the Assisted Schools there arc 27,836 children on the 
roll, of whom 5,858 are girls. The average attendance at these 
schools is* 25,113. 

13. The total enrolment and average attendance in the Govern
ment and Assisted Schools is 32,461 and 29,332 respectively. The 
corresponding figures for the previous year were 32,827 and 29,573. 
Accra, the Presbyterian Mission Seminary at Akropong and Wesley 
College. Kumasi. The Government Training College, Accra, was 
openeu in August, 1909. Students for this college are received 
from Government and Assisted Schools. 

Secondary Schools* 
14. The English Church Mission Grammar School and Rich

mond College (Wesleyan Mission) are the only Secondary Schools 
on the Assisted List. 

Training Colleges tor Teachers. 
15. There are at present three centres at which students are 

trained to be teachers, viz: the Government Training College at 
Accra, which is now under the direction of Achimota College, the 
Presbyterian Mission Seminary at Akropong and Wesley College, 
Kumasi. The Government Training College, Accra, was opened 
in August, 1909. Students for this college are received from 
Government and Assisted Schools. 
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16. At the Government Training College at the end of Decem
ber. 1926, there were 113 students in residence. At the Presbyte
rian Mission Seminary. Akropong, there were 157 students in resi
dence and the staff consisted of three Europeans and seven African 
Assistants. At Wesley College, Kumasi, there were 84 students 
in residence whilst the staff consisted of four Europeans and four 
Africans. 

17. A four years' course of study has been recently introduced 
in all Training Colleges, 

18. Each year more certificated teachers are drafted from 
the various Training Institutions into the Government and Assisted 
Scho^s and more efficient teaching is the result. 

19. All Training Colleges are subject to Government inspection. 

Technical and Trade Education. 
20. An important educational establishment in the Colony is 

the Government Technical School at Accra. This school was 
opened in 1909 and from year to year improvements and gradual 
extensions have taken place. The demand for admission to this 
school, the only one of its kind in the Colony, is very great and only 
a very small percentage of the applicants can be admitted. As 
soon as the Training College is merged into Prince of Wales's College 
at Achimota, part of the present college will be taken over by the 
Technical School. This will allow for a considerable number of 
additional pupils, as there will be extra workshop and dormitory 
accommodation. The present staff of this school consists of a Princi
pal, four European Masters, one of whom is Housemaster, and five 
African Teachers. Two of the masters and three teachers are 
engaged in the woodwork department and the other masters and 
teachers in the metalwork department. 

21. Technical education of a less advanced character is also 
provided at schools known as Junior Trade Schools, of which there 
are two in the Colony, viz., Kibi, Eastern Province, and Assuantsi, 
Central Province, and one in Ashanti at Mampong. At present there 
are 261 pupils in residence at these three schools ; 98 are being trained 
in woodwork, 58 in masonry, 50 in agriculture and 55 in metal-
work. Each school is in charge of a European Headmaster who is 
assisted by literary, woodwork, masonry and agricultural Instruc
tors. These schools are organized entirely on Boy Scout lines. One 
object of these schools is to provide a preliminary training for boys 
who desire to become skilled artisans; but the main aim is the 
training and development of character and responsibility in the 
individual. 



GOLD COAST, 1906—37. 39 

22. In addition to the above, technical instruction of a 
specialised nature may be obtairied by apprentices to various 
Government Departments, e.g. Railway (Mechanical), Post Office 
(Telegraphy), Medical (Dispensing and Nursing), Agriculture, 
Forestry, Survey, Public Works Department (Electrical). 

Games* 
23. The foiroatkm of School Football Leagues in different 

parts of the country has increased the popularity of Association 
Football. Hockey is played regularly at the Government Train
ing College, the Government Girls' Schools at Accra and Cape Coast 
and at the Wesleyan Girls' High School, Accra. 

24. Girls attending the larger schools are becoming more 
interested in games than they were even a few years ago, and are 
beginning to realize that school is not merely a place for " book 
learning." 

25. In the Northern Territories educational matters were 
entrusted, from 1st April, 1926 to a Superintendent of Education 
assisted by a staff of European and African teachers. T his policy 
was decided on primarily on account of the distance separating 
Tamale in the Northern Territories from the Headquarters of the 
Education Department in Accra, and the consequent difficulty 
of supervision. 

26. There are five Government Primary Schools in existence 
and one Junior Trade School while the White Fathers Mission has 
a School at Navrongo and another school in course of erection at 
Bolgatanga. 

27. The average number of male scholars attending these schools 
during 1926 was 339.41 while an average of 1 7 2 girls attended 
the three schools in which provision is made for female education. 

28. The Trade School, formerly at Yendi, was transferred to 
Tamale where more facilities exist for this class of school •> which is 
organised on Boy Scout lines. 

29. Tuition, books etc., in all these schools are free but where 
scholars reside at the school a small charge is made for board. 

Prince w Wales' School and College, Achimota* 
30. The formal opening of the Prince of Wales'College and 

School, Achimota,by the Governor,Brigadier-General Sir F. Gordon 
Guggisberg, K.C.M.G., D.S.O., R.E., took place on the afternoon 
of Friday, January 28th, 1927, in the Great Hall, Achimota in 
•the presence of a great concourse of several thousands of people. 
After a short service conducted by the Chaplain, addresses were 
delivered by the Governor, the Honourable Nana Ofori Atta, 
Omanhene of Akim Abuakwa; the Honourable Mr. Casely Hay-
ford ; the Acting Director of Education; and the Principal of 
Achimota. 
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31. It Is designed at Achimota to provide a continuous course 
of primary and secondary edt ation, with special attention to 
training in character, lasting over a period of about 14 years, for 
750 pupils at an annual cost to the parent ranging from £20 for the 
youngest children to £75 for the eldest. 

32. The buildings complete at the end of the year consisted of 
two dormitory blocks, one class-room block, dining hall, kitchens, 
offices and fifteen Staff bungalows. 

33. Until January 1927 the School consisted of six children. 
In that month 59 new admissions were made out of 250 applications, 
23 of them were girls. The average age was six years and three 
months. Classes were conducted in three languages, Twi, Fanti 
and Ga; spoken English was taught in all the classes. The 
intelligence of the children proved very satisfactory and their 
health good. They made striking progress in games and other 
kinds of corporate activity. There were eight older girls under 
training for Kindergarten teaching and general child welfare. 

34. Good progress was made on the faim which has been 
started at the College, in poultry and stock raising, in agricultural 
experiments and in the development of an ornamental garden. 

35. As well as the complete education, from first to last, which 
will be provided at Achimota, the scheme includes the training of 
teachers. The Training College for Teachers at Accra, formerly 
administered by the Education Department, was taken over by 
the staff of Achimota, the number of students being about 100. 
In connexion with this institution, practical community service, 
holiday walking parties, week-end camps, and inter-eollegiate 
athletics may be mentioned as some of the activities undertaken. 

36. The Gold Coast Teachers' Association was formed in 
connection with Achimota. Fifty-one local associations and 
seven-hundred and forty-one teacher members were affiliated, 

37. A library for teachers was opened at Achimota and at 
fche end of the year its membership was 169, 

38. Refresher courses for teachers are part of the educational 
scheme of Achimota and several were held during the year; at the 
largest, forty-three teachers attended the Training College for a 
course of one month's duration. 
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SURVEYS. 

7. The Survey Department is divided into three main bran 
ches 

(a) Headquarters and Printing. 

(b) Cadastral Branch. 

(c) Topographical Branch. 

8. The Printing Branch undertakes the printing of maps and 
including diagrams, etc., required for various Departmental 
plans Publications. It has also undertaken the printing of Cadas
tral Plans and Topographical Maps for the Sierra Leone Survey. 

CHAPTER X.—LAND AND SURVEYS. 

LAND. 

1. The cardinal principle adopted by Government in framing 
its land policy is that all land in the Colony belongs, or did originally 
belong, to the native, and that all land has m owner. That it is 
not easy to translate this theory into practice is evidenced by the 
number of law suits relating to the boundaries of land that annually 
come before the Courts for decision. 

2. A more detailed account of the Native system of land 
tenure and the divisions recognised by Native Customary Law will 
be found on pages 275 to 279 of the "Gold Coast Handbook." 

3. Government has power under the existing law, when land 
is required for public purposes, compulsorily to acquire it, upon 
payment of compensation. 

4. When land is required by individualsor companies for mining, 
agricultural or arboricultural purposes, it is necessary in certain 
cases to proceed under the Concessions Ordinance, which empowers 
the Court to impose such conditions upon the tenants as may seem 
desirable and just in the interests of the Native Land Owners. 

5. When land is required merely for building and such purposes 
it is usual to acquire in accordance with English Conveyancing 
Practice. The cost of land is heavy but varies a great deal 
according to locality. 

6. A Registry of Deeds is attached to the Supreme Court but 
the duties of this office are being taken over by a special Lands 
Branch of the Survey Department and while no change in the 
present system of registration is contemplated, it is hoped by the com
pletion of Key Maps to facilitate transactions in regard to land. 
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9. The Cadastial Bianchis concerned with the producticnof 
Town Surveys, large-scale plans and plans required for acquisition 
or other purposes for the Lands Department. It consists of a 
Headquarters, Drawing and Computing offices and five Provincial 
Sections—one for each Province and Ashanti and one for work in 
the Accra District. In addition, there are special Temporary 
Parties for the survey of the boundaries of Forest Reserves and the 
survey of a Rigid Framework for the Colony. 

10. Town Survey sheets on thei/1250 scale are available for 
most of the larger towns including Accra, Kumasi and Sekondi. 
The surveys of 14 Forest Reserves had been completed by the end 
of March, 1927, and the primary framework in the Southern part 
of the Colony is well advanced. 

11. The Topographical Branch is concerned with the Topogra
phical Survey of the Colony, the work being published on the 
1/25,000 and 1/62,500 scales. By the end of March, 20 sheets had 
been published on the former scale and 82 on the latter. The total 
area surveyed to date is about 55,600 square miles including 10,000 
square miles surveyed in the Northern Territories before the war. 

12. During the year under review the Printing Department has 
carried out a large amount of work for other Departments and, in 
addition, it produced 15 Field Sheets on the 1/62,500 scale and 4 
Standard Sheets on the 1-125,000 scale as well as a new edition of 
the Wall Map. The Cadasti al Branch completed the Town Surveys 
of Dunkwa and Nsawam and also carried out a large number of 
minor surveys. 

13. In the Topographical Branch part of the personnel had to 
be diverted for the demarcation of the frontier between the Gold 
Coast and the Ivory Coast. Good progress was made on 
this and in addition the Prampram, Akuse, Ada and Joje sheets 
were completed and considerable progress made on the survey 
of the Kintampo, Banda, Navrongo and Tumu Sheets. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

14. During the year under review the staff of the Geological 
Survey were engaged chiefly in the Northern Territories of the Gold 
Coast in connection with the proposed extension of the Railway. 

15. The field work of this period resulted in the discovery of 
the following rocks and minerals:— 

Manganese. 

16. Three deposits of Manganese Ore were found but none of 
them are of economic importance owing to the low percentage of 
manganese contained. 
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Gold. 
17. Prospects ol coarse gold were found at Zanleregu, to the 

east of Zuaragu, on an andesite area, similar to that nearTishi in 
the Bawku District, and are considered to be worthy of further 
attention. 

» 

Platinum* 
18. This metal was found in small quantities in dykes of 

hornblendite at Mamkwadi near Winneba and in smaller quantity 
in a rock on the Central Province Railway, both places being in the 
Colon v. 

Barite. 
19. Barytes (Barium Sulphate) A large deposit of barite (Ba

rium Sulphate) was found in the bank and bed of the White Volta 
River about three miles above Daboya, which may prove, at a later 
date, to be of economic value. 

Limestone. 

20. Patches of fair to good limestone were observed at several 
places along the Black Volta River and in the country North-West 
of Kintampo. 

21. The operations of the Geological Survey during the year 
were mostly over country covered with rocks of the Voltaian Sys
tem, in which metalliferous minerals have hitherto proved to be rare. 
This accounts^ for the comparatively poor results of such minerals 
obtained during this period. 

Bulk Tests of Bauxite. 
22. The bulk tests of thirty tons of Bauxite from Mount Ejua-

nema and Sefwi, were completed by the British Aluminium Company 
and proved the massive bauxite to be highly satisfactory. A repre
sentative of the Company visited the Colony during the year for 
the purpose of examining the deposits. 
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CHAPTER XL—LABOUR. 

1. All over the Gold Coast may be found in large numbers 
illiterate labourers who have been attracted from the French 
territory to the north by the prospect of good work and wages. 
These, with the natives of the Northern Territories who have been 
led to travel southward by the same inducements, form the bulk 
of the unskilled labour supply. As workers they are reliable and 
strong, and fairly adaptable without being conspicuous for 
intelligence; they are chosen for preference by European employers 
on most works involving manual labour. Wages average at is. 6d. 
per day for men, and is. for women and boys. 

2. The work on the farms and native buildings is done mainly 
by the owners and their families. Immigrant labourers are also 
employed however, especially in gathering cocoa. 

3. The demand for skilled labour is met by artisans trained 
by the various Government or Mission educational institutions and 
as apprentices in the Government Departments. Carpenters, 
blacksmiths, masons and other artisans are not difficult to obtain. 
A trained workman may earn from 3s. 6d. to 5s. a day, or 
more, according to his knowledge and experience. 
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CHAPTER XII . -MISCELLANEOUS. 

Legislation. 

(This paragraph deals with the calendar year, 1926). 

Gold Coast Colony* 

1. During the year 1926 thirty-one Ordinances were passed 
by the Legislative Council; of which the following are those of 
.u >re general interest:— 

2. No. 2 of 1926.~T.1e Carriage of Goods by Sea Ordinance, 
1926. This Ordinance contains similar provisions to those of the 
Carriage of Goods by Sea Act, 1924, of the Imperial Parliament; 
and it imports into the law of the Colony the revised Brussels Rules 
with respect to Bills of Lading, subject to certain minor modifi
cations appropriate to the circumstances of the Gold Coast Colony. 

3. No. 4. of 1926.—The Criminal Procedure Amendment 
Ordinance, 1926, re-settles the main provisions relating to search 
warrants ; the new provisions being somewhat wider than those 
previously in force. 

4. No. 11 of 1926 and No. 29 of 1926.—The Diamond Mining 
industry Protection Ordinance 1926 (as amended by the Diamond 
Mining Industry Protection Amendment Ordinance, 1926), together 
with the regulations made under them, is designed to provide 
statutory safeguards against illicit dealings in diamonds. 

5. The provisions are however only such as have been deemed 
appropriate to local conditions, and are not characterised by the 
same stringency as marks the corresponding legislation of some 
other countries, where the local conditions are different. 

6. The Ordinance provides for the licensing of dealers to 
purchase diamonds and to export diamonds for sale ; and holders of 
diamond mining concessions are required to take out such a licence. 
A person finding diamonds on his own land can only dispose of the 
same under licence from the District Commissioner; and the Ordin
ance also contains strict provisions with respect to the keeping of 
prescribed registers. 

7* Under section 9, the Governor has power to declare areas of 
land to be Diamond Areas, divided into an Areaof Exploitation and 
an Area of Restriction ; and regulations can be made regulating 
the movements of persons and the conveyance of articles within 
such areas. 

8. It is hoped that the provisions of these Ordinances will 
effectively safeguard the interests of this industry, without bearing 
with undue hardness on the native inhabitants* 

http://1926.~T.1e
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9. No, 13 of I926.~*-The Registration of United Kingdom 
Designs Ordinance, 1926, provides for the registration in the Colony 
of industrial designs registered in the United Kingdom. 

10. No. 24 of 1926.—The Criminal Code Amendment 
Ordinance, 1926, strengthens the law in dealing with the traffic in 
obscene publications, etc., and was passed in pursuance of the 1923 
Geneva " Convention for the Suppression of the Circulation of 
and Traffic in Obscene Publications " ; to which Convention tb„ 
Colony is adhering. 

1 1 . No. 26 of 1926.—The Dangerous Drugs Ordinance, 
1926, is a comprehensive enactment designed to carry out the 
requirements of the 1925 Geneva Drugs Convention, to which the 
Colony is adhering. 

Ashanti. 
12. During the year 1926 seven Ordinances were enacted with 

respect to Ashanti, certain of which were enacted for the purpose 
of applying to Ashanti certain Ordinances of the Gold Coast Colony 

13. The only Ordinance seeming to require special mention 
is No. 3 of 1926, the Ashanti Concessions Amendment Ordinance, 
1926, which enables the Conservator of Forests in some degiee 
to control the exercise by concession-holders of their rights with 
respect to timber and trees on concession areas. 
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. 

14. During the year 1926 seven Ordinances were enacted with 
respect to the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast; but none 
of these are such as to require special mention. 

The British Sphere of Togoland. 
15. During the year 1926 two Ordinances were enacted with 

respect to the British Sphere of Togoland. 

16. No. 2 of 1926.—The German Patents and Trade Marks 
Ordinance, 1926,—was enacted to give effect to certain provisions 
of Article 311 of the Treaty of Versailles ; and it allows proprietors 
of German patents and German trade marks which were in force in 
the British Sphere immediately prior to the 10th January, 1920, to 
apply, within one year from the commencement of the Ordinance, 
for theregistration of thesame. On such registration being effected, 
the validity of the patent or trade mark is preserved for so long 
as it remains in force in Germany ; but, in the case of a trade mark 
only so long as it remains in force in Germany without renewal 

Banking. 
17. The usual Government accounts at various branches of the 

Bank of British West Africa and Barclay's Bank (Dominion, Colonial 
and Overseas) were maintained during the year. 
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Imperial Institute. 

22. The Institute continued to undertake investigations on 
behalf of the Gold Coast during the year, which included the 
systematic examination of Gold Coast Timbers referred to in the 
report for 1925-26. 

23. A new site has been chosen for the Gold Coast Court 
comprising one well-lit bay of the North Gallery. The new exhibits 
received from Wembley, have been arranged in the Court, two large 
wall cases having been purchased to accommodate these additional 
exhibits. 

24. A collection of specimens of economic minerals consisting 
chiefly of bauxite and manganese have been received from the 
Director of the Gold Coast Geological Survey and placed on 
exhibition in the Court. 

25. The large models of Achimota College and Takoradi Har
bour have also been installed. The Court is, however, lacking in 
dioramas and other methods of pictorial representation which 
make the modernised courts attractive to non-technical visitors. 
A scheme has been prepared for improving it and bringing it into 
line with more up-to-date Courts. 

26. Their Majesties the King and Queen paid a visit to the 
Court on December 15th, 1926. 

18. The Bank of British West Africa, which commenced 
business in Accra, on the ist January, 1897, has since opened 
branches at Axim, Sekondi, Tarkwa, Kumasi, Cape Coast, Saltpond, 
Winneba Bekwai, Koforidua, Nsawam, and Dunkwa and agencies 
at Obuasi, Prestea and Half-Assini. 

19. The Colonial Bank now Barclay s Bank (Dominion, Colonial 
and Overseas), established in Accra on the 24th February, 1917, has 
now branches at Sekondi, Winneba, Kumasi, Koforidua, and 
Nsawam. 

20. A Government Savings Bank conducted by the Treasury 
was established in 1888. The business was transferred to the Post 
Office in 1905, and is rapidly increasing. The amount standing to 
the credit of depositors on 31st December, 1926, was £66,920, an 
increase of £7,236, over last year. 

21. Penny Banks in connection with the Post Office have also 
been established in the Principal Government Schools. 
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27. Increased use is being made of the Exhibition Galleries by 
schools for teaching Empire geography and development. Lecture 
demonstrations are given daily to school teachers and school 
children in the galleries. 

28. Surplus exhibits, chiefly ethnological specimens, have been 
presented to provincial museums, and specimens of Gold Coast 
products have been distributed to schools. 

29. Pamphlets relating to the Gold Coast are distributed to 
enquirers at the Central Stand where picture postcards of Gold 
Coast views are also obtainable. 

General. 

30. It is confidently expected that the next Census will reveal 
substantial increases in the population the tendency of im
migration from the north being unchecked, and no tendency 
towards emigration being as yet evinced. The European population 
certainly increases, and the provision of suitable living quarters 
for employees is the cause of large capital expenditure on the 
part of all employers. The trade and activities of the Colony 
continue to develop rapidly, and the institution of a 
Commercial Intelligence Bureau in London, whose functions are 
enumerated in Chapter I paragraph 9 above enables 
persons interested in Gold Coast affairs to obtain more detailed 
information that is contained within the limited compass of this 
Report. 
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APPENDIX A. 

List of certain Publications, prices thereof and where 

they may be obtained. 

Publication^ 

Address by the Governor 
on Estimates. 

Departmental Annual 
Reports (bound) 

Blue Book 

Civil Service List. 

Legislative Council Debates 
bound. 

Gazettes 

Gazettes-Annual Subscrip
tion. 

Gold Coast Handbook. 

Gold Coast Review 

Import t#dE*-
port Lifts, i 

Customs Ttriff t td Cus
toms House Guide/ 

From whom obtainable. 

5/-

15/-

15/-

i/6d. 

io/6d. 

id. per leaf. 

7/6 

2/ -

a/« 

3/-

Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Gold 
Coast Commercial 
Intelligence Bureau, 
London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Crown 
Agents, London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Gold 
Coast Commercial 
Intelligence Bureau, 
London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, ^ccra. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Crown 
Agents, London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Crown 
Agents, London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Crown 
Agents- London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra, Commis
sioner of Western Pro
vince, Sekondi. 
Commissioner of 
Central Province, 
Cape Coast, Gold Coast 
Commercial Intelli
gence Bureau, London. 
Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra. 
H.M. Customs, Accra. 
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A P P E N D I X ki~conHnued. 

Publication. Price. 
•••• * • * . . . * . 

From whom obtainable. 

Geological Survey Bulletin 
No. i.—Outline of the 
Mineral and Water-
Power Resources of the 
Gold Coast, British 
West Africa, with Hints 
on Prospecting. 

*/* Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra. 

Road Guide. 2 / . Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra. 

The Gold Coast: Some 
Consideration of its 
Structure, People and 
Natural History. 

Colonial Secretary's 
Office, Accra. 

AGENTS F O R THE SALE OF GOLD COAST MAPS 

Maps. 

• 

Price. From whom obtainable. 

In Great Britain, 

Wall Map of Colony, 2nd 
Edition, 1927.—Size 66 
x 88 inches. Scale 1-69 
inches to 10 miles. 
Mounted on cloth and 
rollers. 

£1 ios. od. W. & A. K. Johnston, 
Ltd., Easter Road, 
Edinburgh. 

General Map of Colony 
and dependencies.—Size 
31 x 21 inches. Scale 
1-1,000,000. 

Standard Map.—Scale 
1-125,000, or nearly 
two miles to the inch. 

Folded 8/-
Flat 4 /-• 

Folded 4/-
Flat 2 /-

Edward Stanford, Ltd., 
12-14, Long Acre, 
London, W.C.2. 

SiftonPraed & Co., Ltd., 
67, St. James Street, 
London, W.C.i, 

' *' Y' •• \ 
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AGENTS FOR THE SALE OF GOLD COAST MAPS.—contd. 

Maps. Price. From whom obtainable. 

In Great Britain. 

Town Plans.—Accra scale 
1-1.250. 

2/- Philip, Son & Nephew, 
20, Church Street, 
Liverpool. 

do. Scale 1-350, in two 
sheets. 

2 /- each 
Folded 8/-

J. E. Cornish, Ltd., 
16, St. Ann's Square, 
Manchester. 

The Gold Coast. 

do. Kumasi, scale 
1-6,250, in two 
sheets. 

2 /- each 
Folded 8/-

Surveyor-General, 
Cantonments, 
Accra. 

do. Scale 1-1,250. 2/- per 
copy. 

African & Eastern Trade 
Corporation, Ltd., 
Accra and branches. 

Topographical Map.— 
Scale 1-62,500, ornearly 
one inch to one mile. 

Folded 4 /-
Flat 2/-

Wesleyan Methodist Book 
Depot, Cape Coast, 
Kumasi and Sekondi. 

Road Map.—1 -500,000. 
Shows all motor routes 
with official numbers of 
sections. 

Folded 8/-
Flat4/-

do* 

N.B.—The address of the Colonial Secretary's Office is P.O. 
Box No. 140, Accra, Gold Coast. 

The address of the Gold Coast Commercial Intelligence 
Bureau is Abbey House, 8 Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 
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