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GOVERNOR SIR W . MA(ORK(U>R to MR. C i u u n K R t u N . 

Qflftrnmpnt Home, 
Lagos, 

30th November, 1901. 
Sot, 

' I HAVE the honour to forward the llliie Hook for th 
Financial Year 1900-1901, together with a full report on it h 
the Honourable C. H. H. Moseley, Colonial Secretary 

I hare, Ac, 

W . MACGRKOOI, 

Governor. 
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Colonial Secretary*! Office, 
Lagos, 

6th November, 1901. 
S r t , 

I H A V E the honour to submit, the following Report on 
the Blue Nook of this Celnnv for the Financial War 1000-1901. 

TAXES AND O r n n . 

No new tax was levied during the year, except that Custom* 
dues were increased by imposing on all good* of ever) description, 
not specially exempted in the second part of Ordinance Xo, 8 
of 1890, an ad mfortm duty of **n per cent, on the value of 
goods at the port from which the smite shall have Wen imported. 
Previously, on like good*, nn «*d valorem duty of five per cent, 
only waa levied. 

There are no local direct taxes levied by the Government. 

R E V E N U E A K x r F . x n i T u t K . 

The total revenue for the year 1900-1901 amounted to 
£211,407, showing an increase, a* C O M pared with the previous 
year, of £18,070. and a slight increase, £<»87, over the sum 
estimated. The population of the Colony and Protectorate being 
in round numbers 1,500,000, taxation per bend i* 2 « . \\d 

The expenditure of the vear amounted tn £187,1*24, against 
£223.289 the year pievious! 

Comparative statements of revenue and expenditure for the 
year* 1899 and 1900-1901 will le found at the end of this 
Iteport. 

E x r o A T * . 

During the year 1900 there was a heavy fall in the value of 
West African mahognny. 

A considerable fjtiantitv of timber was cut by natives, who 
wero greatly diHuppoinMi by the very low prices offered in 
Lagos. For a long time there was a large accumulation of 
logs at Kjinrin, Kpe, and in the numerous rivets in the western 
waters. Logs once brought to Lagos and allowed to lie in .4011 
water are soon destroyed by the teredo, a ^enus of worm which 
is very destructive, boring into the timber and destroying it 
to such an extent that it become* unmatketable To avoid this, 
logs were not brought down to Lagos, but allowed to accumulate 
in larjfe numbers in the fresh water livera as well as at Kjiniin 
and Fpe\ where the water it quite fresh 
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The low prices ruling in the European markets decreased the 
popularity of timber cutting. A good deal of loss was also in
curred by immature trees being felled by native timber-cutters 
encouraged by merchants, who, in order to secure a good log, 
would purchase useless ones with which it might be united in a 
tot, timber being sold in lots. 

Thin practice was detriinontal, as it induced the native timber-
cutters to fell small trees which wete unmarketable. It. is feared 
that considerable timber has been destroyed in this way, and 
it is obvious that much labour has been wasted from the same 
cause. This useless expenditure of labour might have bceu mole 
profitably employed in producing palm oil and kernels, and 
the loss of labour is as much to be deprecated as the loss of 
immature trees. 

Timber concessions to Europeans have not been profitable for 
several reasons, the most prominent .being the fall in price in 
Europe of timber, and the high freights charged by the Steam
ship Companies, and at one time the utter failure of the Steam
ship Companies to provide shipping accommodation, whereby 
many logs were ruined from lying in the lagoon, where they 
were destroyed by the teredo. This unfortunate state of affairs 
has produced inconvenience and great loss to the concession
aires, and injury to the trade of the Colony; and the mischief 
done will not easily or speedily be repaired. 

Owing to the ebove causes the timber trade has been a very 
disappointing one, and it must be expected that this industry 
will, at any rate for some time, be much neglected. In ad
dition, the los;s of labour unprofitably employed must not be 
overlooked in dealing with this question. 

The trade in rubber has, unfortunately, contiuued to languish, 
as every expert acquainted with the state of the forests foretold 
it must do. There is, however, still hope for this export, if 
stringent measures of forest regeneration are energetically 
carried out. In this industry, as in the timber trade, labour 
has b?eu wasted which might have been put to profitable use in 
collecting aud exploiting palm oil ami palm, kernels. The 
staples of the Colony ;>re palm oil and palm kernels, timber, 
and rubber. Labour diverted from workiug palm oil and 
kernels to the industry of cutting down, hauling, and floating to 
Lagos immature and unsaleable logs, e.nd to hunting through 
the forest to collect a few cupful* of rubber from a small remnant 
of undersized and overlapped Ire lubber trees, is waste of labour 
in the worst possible degree. The trade of the Colony in palm 
oil and palm kernels has suffered during 1901 through no 
failure of nature, but from want of the necessary labour to gather 
the yield. 

At the end of this report, a return showing the details of 
imports and exports during five years will be found. 

LAOO.* 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 L 
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PUBLIC DEBT. 

The amount of the debt of the Colony, on the 31st March, 
1901, was £972,902. 

This debt has been incut red solely for the building of the 
railway f rom Lagos to I b d d a n , the t r a m w a y from Lagos to 
Iddo, the Abcokiita b r a n c h of the ra i lway , aud the bridges 
from Lagos island to the mainland. 

The Legislature has sanctioned the borrowing oi £1,053,700 
for these purposes. 

LAGOS GOVERNMENT RAILWAY. 

The railway from Lagos to Ibadan was opened for traffic on 
March 4th with enthusiastic ceremony. The length of the lino 
is 122J miles. Construction work began in December, 1895. 
The cost has been, in round numbers, £1,000,000. 

The extension of the line is being considered along two 
alternative routes, viz., either via Oyo, Ogbomosho, Ilorin, and 
thence across the Niger to Kano, or via Iwo, Edi,Oshogbo, Ilesha, 
Ikirun, Ilorin, and thence northward. Preliminary surveys 
have been taken. At present, the important towns served are 
Lagos, Abeokuta, and Ibadan. A small branch line is being 
constructed from the station at Aro, near Abeokuta, to the walls 
of the town, across the river Ogun. Th© terminus at Iddo is 
being joined to Lagos by a light tramway running over the 
Carter bridge. 

Effect of the Railway on the Local Markets. 

Ikorodu market depends mainly upon the supply of native 
produce from the Egba country, the Ijebu Reino country, and 
the Ibadan country, and the corresponding demand in those 
territories for articles of European manufacture or preparation. 

The railway taps the Egba and Ibadan countries directly, 
and it is certain that so soou as native producers have acquired 
confidence in the line the effect will be that Ikorodu market will 
become nothing but a large local (Ijebu) market for Remo only. 
Attendance at this market has been known to average anything 
from 10,000 to 15,000 persons. To bring produce from Ibddan 
to Ikorodu by foot takes three days; from the north of the 
Remo two days; and from the Egba country from one to two 
days. An extra day must be added for the journey to Lagos. 
The railway halves these times at the least, and instead of a 
native producer in Ibadan having to wait from six to eight 
days for the price of his produce he can now have it in about 
three days. So soon as the native producer appreciates this 
it is reasonable to expect that every ton of produce that used to 
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be tent tc lkorodu from Egba and Ibadan territories will be LAGOS, 
sent direct to Lagos vid the railway. 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 

Ikosi market is a purely Ijebu market, and practically a local """" 
one, and so far as can be seen will not be affected by the rail
way, unless at some future time a branch line is constructed 
from Aro to Shagamu, Ijebu-Ode, Aruromi, Aiyesan, and the 
Ondo country. 

Ejinrin.—This market, said to be the biggest in West Africa, 
will be prejudicially effected by the railway, and almost to tbe 
same extent as lkorodu, for, although it " feeds" a greater 
expanse of territory than the lkorodu market, yet this is counter
balanced by the fact that some of the districts within its zone 
are now also in commercial communication with Southern 
Nigeria, principally vid New Benin. Ejinrin depends upon the 
Ijebu-Ode, Ibadan, Ilesha, Ikale, Ojo, Ondo,. and Mahin 
countries. 

Ibadan and Ilesha and northern parts of Ijebu-Ode will, un
doubtedly, be tapped by the railway, and Ejinrin will, in all. 
probability, remain a large local market for the supply of the 
Ijebu-Ode territory. 

Tariff. 
All goods, not including agricultural produce, arc divided 

for railway transport into three classes for the purpose of 
fixing the rates at which they are carried. The following are 
the rates fixed for the three classes: — 

Class I. 9d. per ton per mile. 
Class II . ()d. per ton per mile. 
Class I I I 3d. per ton. per mile. 

A rebate of 1\ per cent, is allowed to any consignor who 
forwards a consignment of not less than 10 tons, and 10 per cent 
for a consignment of not less than 15 tons. 

The annual charge on account of the Public Debt incurred for 
the railway is £51,730. 

S H I P P I N G . 

Five hundred and thirty-seven steamers and one sailing 
vessel, representing a tonnage of 53<>,091, entered. Of these, 
370 were British and lf>8 foreign, the aggregate tonnage in 
each case being British 415,501, and foreign 120,590. 

Mailt Cargo, and Passenger Service. 

The mail, cargo, and passenger service of the Colony has 
been performed by the Elder, Dempster Line running from 
Liverpool thrice monthly, and from Hamburg monthly by the 
steamers of the Woermann Line. In addition, cargo steamers 
of the aBove lines run irregularly between Liverpool and Lagos. 
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LACO?, Several new ships were launched by Messrs. Elder, Dempster 
1900-1901, & Co. during 1900, and the service has since been better con-

- ducted, being now much more reliable. This will prove a gre^t 
convenience and benefit, since, heretofore, communication had 
been irregular. The importance of the establishment of regular 
communication will not be disputed by anyone. The industries 
of the Colony have flagged, and our commerce has suffered 
severely in the past from the slow, irregular, and infrequent 
means by which alone the European markets could be reached. 

Officers and other passengers leaving for Europe or the 
northern coast experience great inconvenience and discomfort 
at times in having to wait tossing about for days outside the 
bar, or even having to return and then go out again to meet the 
ocean-going steamers, whose arrival here from Forcados is most 
uncertain. 

For this, and other reasons of importance" to commerce, a 
system of some direct means of communication between Lagos 
and Forcados was considered a pressing necessity. The finances 
of the Colony would not justify undertaking a subsidy of £3,500 
a year to connect the two places by cable, and the construction 
of a land wire would mean, an expenditure for building and 
maintenance that could not at the time be met. There re
mained only the pigeon post: and proposals were submitted and 
approved by the Secretary of State for the establishment of this 
system of communication between these two places. The •rain
ing of pigeons was taken, in hand by Captain Elgee. This 
officer has successfully trained birds to fly from stations within 
the Colony and Protectorate, and, in spite of the many difficul
ties to be overcome, it is hoped that, the system will be perfected 
at no distant date, and the experiment of connecting the two 
ports be successful. 

The eastern and western district* of the Colony are now 
connected by regular and reliable weekly steam launch com
munication, which is a great improvement on the previous 
irregular communication by small open canoes. The services 
are performed by Government launches, and the launch which 
conveys the "Western District mails and passengers proceeds to 
Porto Novo. 

The rate to Great Britain by the African Direct Telegraph 
Company has been reduced from 7 * . Id. to 65. bd. per word, 
Government messages being taken at half this rate. In additior 
to an annual subsidy of £1,000, paid to the African Direr 
Telegraph Company by the Lagos Government, £525 was pai 
io this Company for telegrams despatched over the line during 
the year. 

Inland telegraphic communication between Jebba, in 
Northern Nigeria, and the principal out-stations in the Colony 
was maintained by the Government at a cost of £1,350. 

The rate charged is 6rf. for 12 words. 
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BANKS. 

The Savings Bank, which is under the management and 
control of the Colonial Treasurer, allows interest on deposits at 
the rate of 2h per cent, per annum. Sums deposited during the 
year amounted to £9,419, as against £10,487 in 1899, a decrease 
of £1,068. The withdrawals were £9,855, as against £9,842 the 
previous year. 

The Bank held a total of £16,117 for 1,173 depositors, on the 
31st December. 1900, as against £16,553, which stood to the 
credit of 1,071 depositors in 1899, a decrease of £430 as compared 
with the previous year. 

The Bank of British West Africa started business in Lagos 
in 189 is the African Banking Corporation. The authorised 
capital of the Bank is £250,000, subscribed capital £100,000, 
called-up capital £40,090, reserve capital £60,000, reserve 
£11,610. The business of the Bank is increasing every year. 

Four per cent, interest is allowed on yearly deposits, and 
three per cent, for deposits of six months. 

MEDICAL. 

The expenditure on account of hospitals, and the Medical 
Department generally, amounted to £11,535. Of this sum 
£9,070 was paid iu salaries. Other expenses entailed a charge 
of £2,405. In 1890 the expenditure on account of this Depart
ment was only £2,975. In 1895, £5,939. This large increase 
in expenditure is incurred almost entirely for the benefit of the 
poor classes. The Lagos hospital has during the past three years 
become more and iru.rv popular, and with its green lawns and 
shrubberies it is one of the most attractive-looking spots in the 
Colony. 

The hospitals of the Colony consist of the Lagos Hospital, the 
Contagious Diseases Hospital, Badagry Hospital, Epe Hospital, 
and a Leper Hospital. In addition, there are dispensaries at 
Ereke and Ebute Metta. A Lunatic Asylum, situated at Yaba 
on the mainland, commenced in 1900, will shortly be ready for 
occupation. 

A return showing the distribution of medical officers and 
nurses of the Department is attached. 

On the 25th of January last a number of ladies of Lagos 
met, by invitation, at Government House, with the result that 
the " Lagos Ladies' League" was formed, the main object of 
which is the administration of quinine to children and the com
bating of infant mortality. 

An extract is given of the speech made by the Governor 
(Sir William MacGregor) on this occasion, which sets forth the 
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kooe, necessity for attention to the high percentage of mortality in 
M90L the Colony: — 

".We are fully aware that there is in this town an appalling 
amount of sickness, which is attended by a frightful rate of 
mortality. Two thousand two hundred persons die in this small 
town every year. It appears from ofh'cial returns that about 
one-half of our children die within the first year. Now that is 
not a matter for us to sit by and look at with our hands folded. 
The great question is: Can we do anything to improve it ? I 

i believe that we can dc a great deal, and if it is true that we 
! can do so, it is my duty and yours to do what is in our power," 

On the 4th of February the League elected its officers, the 
first President being Mrs. Sapara Williams, and the Yice« 
President Mrs. I. Oluwole, the wife of one of the native Bishops, 
and the Secretary Mrs. 0 . Johnson. 

The islands of Lagos and Iddo, with the mainland suburb of 
Ebute Metta, have been divided into 16 districts, to each of 
which a proportionate number of ladies is appointed, one lady 
in eacH section acting as head of the district; and at regular 
and irregular periods the sick poor of the districts are visited 
by one or more of the ladies appointed to them respectively. 
Since its formation some hundreds of persons have been supplied 
with medicines and medical help through the medium of the 
League. 

The League receives every assistance from the Government. 
Leaflets of instruction in the use of quinine, infant feeding, and 
the treatment of malarial fever have been written by the Chief 
Medical Officer for the guidance and information of the League, 
and the Secretary of State has conveyed his expression of satis
faction at its formation, and the hope that it will be successful 
in the humane and public-spirited labours which it has under
taken. 

At present the League comprises about 100 ladies, and it is 
obvious that, its efforts being properly organized and directed, 
it can be of the greatest assistance in dealing with the needs 
of the sick poor of a population, which, in Lagos alone, numbers 
some 42,500. 

SANITATION. 

During the year sanitation occupied the closest attention of 
the authorities. 

In 1890 a sum of £974 was spent under this head of service. 
In 1895 there was an expenditure of £1,340, and during 1900 
£2,699 was spent. Additions in expenditure were made for an 
increased number of sanitary inspectors and scavengers, all of 
which were very much required. The sanitary state of the town 
has greatly improved within the Daat ten years, but there is room 
for still greater improvement Tne services have been obtained 
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of A Government chemist at a cost of over £700, whose atten- LAGGA, 
tion since his arrival in the Colony has been almost entirely 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 . 
devoted to matters connected with health. 

In January a Committee was appointed by His Excellency 
the Governor to report upon tbr* high infant mortality in the 
town and suburbs of Lagos. 

The direct causes of this evil the Commission found to be:—? 
1. Want of proper management of infants at birth and of 

the mothers in the puerperal state. 
2. * Ignorance on the part of the parents of the most elemen

tary laws of health for themselves and infants. 
3. Exposure of infants to variation of temperature, both 

at the time of birth and also afterwards/ 
.4. Indiscriminate use of Agbo (a decoction of leaves and 

roots). 
5. A total lack of actual responsibility on the part of the 

male parent for the care of the infant and mother. 
As to general sanitation, schemes for the removal of sewage 

of the Colony of Lagos into the sea have been proposed, but, aa 
they involve considerable capital expenditure, and, what is more 
serious, a large annual expenditure, it has been decided to 
defer action for the present, and until the Colony is in a better 
position to afford expenditure on this improvement. 

The Government chemist has been engaged since bis arrival 
in the Colony in the examination of all the public, as well as 
many private, wells of Lagos, carried out on three separate 
occasions, namely, during the wet season, at the beginning of 
the dry season, and again in the middle of the dry season. 

In the first examination three of the public wells were re
ported on as good, five wells as suspicous, and the remaining 
forty-five as polluted. In the second examination, only one 
good and one suspicious well were returned out of the forty-five, 
while, in the third, one good and two suspicious were returned. 

The better wells al! lie in the most thinly populated part of 
the town, pollution getting greater as this part is left for the 
more densely populated districts. 

Over 150 private wells were examined, and, in addition, 23 
samples of water from A papa, Oyo, lkorodu, Ibadan, and other 
places. 

The private wells of Lagos were generally all polluted, and 
were worse than the public wells, only three out of the 150 ex
amined being reported as good. 

Samples of water from outlying districts in the Colony were 
of good quality, some being extremely pure, while others re
quired very little purification to render them wholesome. 

I t is proposed, &3 an experimental measure, to build five 
cement wells, of ten feet diameter, to be sunk with cast-iron 
running curbs, and five wells lined with iron tubes, three feet 
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LAOOS, in diameter, and materials necessary for this purpose have been 
• 0 - 1 9 0 1 . ordered. 
~ " VITAL STATISTICS. 

The vital statistics for t h e yea r still p i t w u i th«- unsatisfactory 
features to which attention has so often be»-n called. Among the 
native population the births registered an* exe«eded by the 
deaths, the number of the formei be ing 1,5)10, and the latter 
1,065. The death-rate a m o n g infants is appallingly h igh, as 
many as 842 dying under the age of one year , and 1,032. or 
more than half the total of deaths, under the age of six. 
Among the Europeans the deaths rose from 18 in the year 1890 
to 21. Of the births registered t he Mahotumcdatts claim the 
greater share, numbering 1,363 out of tlu total <»f 1,940, as 
against 400 Christ! ms and 177 P a g a n s . Fif ty-four marriages 
were contracted under the provisions of the Marr iage Ordi
nances, as against 58 in the previous y e a r 

CLIMATK 

The character of the climate is well known to be unhealthy 
and depressing, the more pronounced periods of ouhealthiness 
being at the change of the two seasons of the year, the " rains " 
and the " dries." 

Lagos Island, the seat of Government, could never be made a 
truly healthy town, and it is proposed to erect residences for 
Europeans and natives at O loke Meji hi l ls , on the railway 
line. 

O'oke Meji is situate about n inety miles from Lagos. The 
hills on which it is proposed to build a few experimental resi
dences lie one on e i ther bank of the Ogun River , ami are parallel 
with one another. The highest point is about 1,100 feet. They 
are covered with rich vegetable soil, and have a delightful, pure 
air and an agreeable temperature. Dr. Strachan, Chief Medical 
Officer of the Colony, reports on the climate, soil, and geological 
formation as suitable for residence by Europeans. Vegetables 
and fruit can be grown there in any quantity. 

MILITARY AND NAVAL. 

The Secretary of State for the Colonies has approved of the 
amalgamation of the military forces of the different Colonies 
and Protectorates on the West Coast of Africa into a single 
force, called the West African Frontier Force, the names of the 
various units being— 

Northern Nigeria Regiment (old 1st and 2nd Niger Bat
talion). 

Southern Nigeria Battalion (old 3rd Niger Battalion). 
Gold Coast Regiment (old Gold Coast Constabulary). 
Lagos Battalion (old Lagos Constabulary or Huusa Force). 
Sierra Leone Battalion (old Sierra Leone Frontier Police 

Force). 
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This change will ultimately r«»*hif-e the strength of the Lagos Lagos, 
Force from 798 to 510 rank and tile. Time-expired men. save U*»0-l9oi 
in special cases, have not been re-enlisted during the year. It —— 
is expected that though less in point of numbers the service will 
be more efficient. 

To meet the necessary requirements of the force there was 
an increase over the previous year in the purchase of arms, 
£3,250 having been spent under this head. The total expendi
ture of the force for the year was £24,978. 

On the 10th April, 1900, a column, under the command of 
Captain (now Major) T. G. O. Aplin, C.M.G., left Lagos in order 
to proceed to the relief of Sir Frederic Hodgson, K.C.M.O., 
Governor of the Gold ('mist, who wan besieged Coomassie. 

The force, consisting of the Inspector-General, Captain Aplin 
(in command). Assistant Inspectors J. K.Cochrane, H. M. Read, 
and I. C. Ralph, Dr. W. F. McFarlane, Assistant Colonial 
Surgeon, two native officers, and 250 non-commissioned officers 
and men, with two seven-pounders and three Maxim guns, 
landed at Cape ('.Vast on the 19th April, and fought through 
all opposition to Coomassie. The column was attacked on the 
28th April at Kssiago, on which occasion Assistant Inspector 
Cochrane was wounded severely, Captain Aplin and Dr. 
McFarlane slightly, whilst one man was killed and 15 wounded. 
On the 29th April the column was again attacked outside 
Coomassie, the engagement lasting 5J hours. Assistant In
spector Read was severely wounded, being struck in no less 
than seven places. Assistant Inspector Ralph was slightly 
wounded, three men were killed, and 119 wounded. The column 
entered Coomassie about six o'clock the same evening. At 
Coomassie they were actively engaged in assisting the be
leaguered garrison, and endured the severest hardships incidental 
to the siege. Owing to the scarcity of food it was decided that 
the majority of the garrison should leave Coomassie, and en
deavour to cut their way through the enemy's lines. This they 
succeeded in accomplishing on the 23rd June, being accompanied 
by the Governor and Lady Hodgson, leaving a (Mirtion of the 
Gold Coast Hausas under Captain Bishop, together with 
Assistant Inspector Ralph and 39 men of the Lagos column, 
about 100 men in all, to hold the fort. 

This small force held out successfully until relieved, on the 
10th Julv, by Colonel Wijlcocks (now Sir Tames Willeocks, 
K.C M.G., D.S.O.). Assistant Inspector Ralph lost 20 of his 
men during the 23 days. 

A second column of 80 non-commissioned officers and men, 
under Assistant Inspectors Anderson and Klge*\ left Lagos on 
the 2nd May and took part in the relief operations. 

Inspector II. V. Xeal and Assistant Inspectors AV. D. Byrne 
and A. H. Blair were on leave in England at the time of the 
outbreak. They volunteered for service, and joined the expedi
tionary force at Cape Coast in Tune. 
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AQOS, The total number of officers and men lout to the Gold Coast 
was nine European officers, two native officers, and 348 non-

— commissioned officers and men, of which 68 non-commissioned 
officers and men were killed, or died of wounds or disease. The 
majority of the survivors returned to Lagos in December. 

Inspector Neal and Assistant Inspector Cochrane received the 
Distinguished Service Order, and Assistant Inspector Ralph 
was gazetted to a company in the 1st Royal Fusiliers for valu
able services rendered during the expedition, whilst non-com
missioned officers and men were rewarded with promotions and 
gratuities for wounds and gallant service. 

In addition to '.his contingent, the Colony supplied for the 
Ashanti expedition 57 carriers. Of this number, 21 returned 
to Lagos and 30 died on service. 

The Police, a civil force armed for use in case of emergency 
with the Martini-Knneld "303 rifle, is under the command of 
a Commissioner of Police, assisted bv two Assistant Commix-
sioners (European), one Superintendent, and one Assistant Super
intendent (native). The strength of the force numbers 398 meu. 
and the sum expended on its maintenance during 1900 amounted 
to £14,117. 

Several of H i s Majesty's Ships of War on the West African 
Station visited Lagos during the year; the " Dwarf," a recently 
built twin-screw first-class gunboat, alone was able to cross 
the bar. 

EDUCATION. 

The report for the year by the Inspector is on the whole 
satisfactory. Attention is invited by the Inspector of Schools 
to the urgent need of iacreased accommodation in many of the 
schools. Mr. Carr states that "although the housing of the 
schools has improved considerably in contrast with their condi
tion ten years ago, there are yet many points in which they 
ought to be brought up to a proper standard of healtEfulness, 
orderliness, and attractiveness." In 1891 the proportion of 
attendance to enrolment was 712 per cent., as compared with 
773 in 1900. 

The increase in the number of scholars on the rolls of the 
schools since 1891, the year when the present Education Code 
came into force, is 290 per cent. During the same period the 
improvement in average attendance is represented by 409 per 
cent Two night schools have been recently established in the 
Colony. One is for the benefit of youths whose education has 
been neglected, the other is to enable youths engaged in trade 
to carry on further the education begun in the elementary 
schools. 

In the assisted schools an elementary course in hygiene is to 
be included among the subject< of instruction. A course of 
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popular lectures on fever and dysentery has been given by the 
Resident Medical Officer of the Colonial Hospital, Dr. W. Rest, 1 
followed by lectures^on elementary hygiene by Dr. Strachan, 
Chief Medical Officer of the Colony. 

The grants in aid of schools for the year amounted to £1,502, 
which does not include an annial grant of £500 to the Hussey 
Charity Institution, nor the expenditure of £400 on account of 
the Government Technical school. The total expenditure on 
account of education amounted to £3,050. 

Grants earned during the year 1900 by each Society, in 
comparison with those earned in the preceding year, are as 
under:— 

Society. 

Gran til Graritn 
earned with earned with Increase on 

reapert respect 
to the year to the year 

1899. I90rt. 

Decrease 
Grant* for from Grant* 

\m. for *899. 

d. 9. 
t 
I * i. </. 

Anglican 642 15 6 710 12 >; 73 17 0 — 
Wesleyan 183 2 6 2o:» 5 0 79 2 n — 
Roman Catholic ... 478 18 6 516 1 6 37 3 0 — 
United Nativo 32 8 0 67 11 0 35 i 0 

African. 

Total 1,337 4 6 1,562 10 0 225 5 6 — 

CIVIL ESTABLISHMENT. 

His Excellency the Governor, Sir William MacGregor, 
E.C.M.G., C.B., M.D., proceeded on six months' leave of absence 
on the 1st July. The Government of the Colony was adminis
tered by Sir George Denton, K.C.M.G., from the 1st July to 
the 30th December. 

Since Sir William MacGregor's return stringent anti-malarial 
measures have been taken in the Colony, and Europeans, as 
well as natives, have been educated in the prevention of malaria 
and other diseases by lectures delivered in Lagos by the Chief 
Medical Officer (which are intended to serve as a text book on 
which school teachers, sanitary inspectors, and nurse** will be 
examined), also by Dr. W. H. Best, and at the out-stations bv 
Dr. E. H. Read (Badagry) and Dr. T. E. Rice (Ibadan), the 
active operations being the administration of quinine, the use 
of gauze netting, and the attacking of monquiti s in their 
breeding ground. 
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LAGOS, Sir George Denton was appoints! Administrator of the 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 . Gambia on the 3rd November, 1900, and left for Bathurst 

immediately after Sir William MacGregor returned to the 
Colony. 

LEGISLATION*. 

During the year 20 Ordinances were passed, in the following 
order:— 

(1.) Travelling and Field Allowance Ordinance, to alter %n<\ 
regulate the allowances made to officers when travelling. 

(2.) The Imperial Loans Ordinance, to enable the Colony to 
borrow £792,500 from the Imperial Treasury. 

• (3.) The Supply Ordinance. * 
(4.) The Railway Loan Ordinance, to increase the borrowing 

powers of the Colony for the purposes of the railway. 
(5.) The Foreign Recruiting Ordinance Amendment Ordi

nance, to supply a en SUM omissus in the original Ordinance. 
(fi.) The Licensing of Boats Ordinance, to remedy deficiencies 

experienced in the working of the repealed Ordinance. 
(7.) The Oaths and Affirmation Ordinance, to allow witnesses 

to affirm instead of taking the oath. 
(8.) The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance. 
(9.) Quarantine Amendment Ordinance. 
(10.) The Law Officer Ordinance, an Attorney-General taking 

the place of the Queen's Advocate. 
(11.) The Supplementary* Appropriation Ordinance No. 2. 
(12.) The Stander of Women Ordinance, making an imputa

tion on a woman's chastity slanderous per se, 
(13.) The Arms and Ammunition Exportation Ordinance, to 

prevent^he exportation of arms to specified places. 
(14.) The Sale of Drugs and Poisons Ordinance, to confine the 

sale of drugs to qualified persons. 
(15.) The Wild Animals, Birds, and Fish Preservation 

Ordinance, to check the destruction of rare wild animals, &c. 
(16.) Exportation of Arms Ordinance. 
(17.) Patents Ordinance. 
(18.) The Reprint of Statutes Ordinance, to provide a much-

needed new edition of the laws of the Colony. 
(19.) The Customs Tariff Ordinance 1899 Amendment 

Ordinance. 
(20.) Criminal Procedure Amendment Ordinance, to remedy 

certain defects which experience brought to light in criminal 
procedure. 
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PUBLIC WORKS. .Jif 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 . 

At a cost of £588 18*. 7d. a slipway has been erected at the — 
beach signal station for the purpose of hauling up the lifeboat 
purchased during 1900 at a cost of £2,250. The slip is also 
used for the Government launches when in need of repairs, ami 
effects a great saving in wear and tear, the deterioration of 
launches in the past having been very great. 

The building of a Lunatic and Leper Asylum at Yaba was 
finished at a cost of £3,138, Quarters for out-stations, .lebu Ode 
and Shagamu, and Epe Gaol and Hospital w« re amongst other 
works completed during 1900. 

A large portion of Kokomaiko and other swamp land in Lagos 
has been partly filled in, at a cost of £1,874. This work (for 
which prison labour was chiefly used in bringing the loaded 
trucks from near the beach across Five Cowrie Creek to the 
swamp) is slow, costly, and laborious. 

In the out-districts, roads connecting the different towns and 
villages were cleared and kept open, at a cost of £2,240. 

A sum of £3,000 was provided in the Estimates under Public 
Works Extraordinary for building new Courts of Justice, but 
owing to the paucity of funds it was considered necessary to 
delay work. For this same reason the extension of the workshop 
and offices of the Public Works Department have been post
poned. 

A well-equipped laboratory was completed during the year 
for the use of the Government chemist and for those engaged 
in medical work at the hospital, at a cost of £'050. 

Cnder the vote Public Works Extrnordinarv, a total sum 
of £10,928 was spent. 

MINERALS. 

Six prospecting licences were issued during the year. 
Samples of minerals (quartz and other rocks), sand, &c, were 

examined and reported on by the Government chemist. Gold 
has been found, but not in paying quantities. 

LAND. 

Sale of Crown lands, and sums received on account of royalties 
and concessions, amounted to £185 only. 

The method of dealing with swamps and insanitary spots in 
and about the town of Lagos by sale at a nominal price, under 
certain conditions of improvement, was continued during the 
year. Under these* conditions the purchaser is required to fill 
the land to a fixed level with red eaith, gravel, or sand, giving 
attention to adjoining streets, which are to be similarly treated 
as far as half their width. The whole of the work must be 
completed within a specified time, at the fcxpiry of which, if 

!07iJ B 
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LAGOS, the condition of the land is satisfactory, a Crown grant is 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 . issued, if not, the land reverts to the Crown. Fifteen blocks 

- " were dealt with in this way during the year, various periods 
being assigned for reclamation and improvement. The results 
are far from satisfactory. The natives do not appreciate the 
condition as to level. As soon as the surface of the land ap
pears above water, filling ceases. Xor can they be relied upon 
to use the material specified unless closely watched. 

| Several expropriations of land were carried out during the 
j year. Additional area was secured for the railway at Ebute 
! Metta and Iddo, and blocks of land in Victoria Lane were 

acquired for street improvements. At Apapa, on the north sido 
of the Lagoon, 19 acres were expropriated, and the area laid out 
in suitable blocks for leasing to the principal firms in Lagos 
for beaching and storing mahogany. 

The Commissioner of Lands reports that there is a growing 
demand for land among the natives, but they will not go afield. 

The expenditure on account of the Land and Survey Depart
ment, to the 31st March, 1901, amounted to £1.900. 

PENSIONS, 

During the year pensions and gratuities amounting to 
£3,380 19j. Sd. were paid, while the pension list was relieved 
by the death of pensioners to the extent of £351. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Model farms have been! established at Mamu and Oloke 
Meji under the supervision of a Superintendent of Forests. An 
Agricultural and Forest Department is maintained by the 
Government at a cost of £3,000 a year. The interior resources 
will, no doubt, be further developed, and the rich lands turned 
to better account now that the railway has been opened, pas-

| sing, as it does, through the most important districts of the 
Protectorate. 

In the district of Ikorodu in the Colony a sugar mill has been 
erected by a Mr. Ricketts, a West Indian negro, who conducts 
at Agbowa a mission under the auspices of the Colwyn Bay 
Institute. The mill is very primitive, being constructed of 
native wood, with a thatched roof, and three rollers only, worked 
by simple cog-wheels driven by hand labour. 

Sugar cane is grown in different parts of the Colony, princi-
\ pally in low-lying lands, but no attempt has been made to 

manufacture sugar on a large scale. The natives simply eat the 
raw ripe cane. There is no doubt that sugar cane could be much 
more largely grown than is the case at present, and that sugar 
could be manufactured on a large scale, and profitably. 

Cotton, which has for some years remained an article for home 
consumption only, will probably now form a large export of the 
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Colony, seeds of a superior staple of this product having been LAOO3, 
recently introduced into the Colony by Messrs. Elder, Dempster 1900-1901. 
& Co., for distiibution to farmers, who are now extensively — 
cultivating this product. Several large plantations have cocoa 
under cultivation which is likely to result beneficially. The 
soil is suited to the production of most kinds of tropical economic 
plants. 

Unfortunately, there are few natives who take to agricultural 
work, and it is deplorable that among the unemployed there are 
such a large number of able-bodied men who, because they have 
been taught at school to write a few ungrammatical sentences 
in a fairly legible hand, consider it beneath their dignity to 
follow agricultural pursuits. The capacity of the country still 
remains undeveloped, and this class of native could, if properly 
trained, materially help to open up the country in this particular 
way. Applications for employment in the Secretariat as clerks 
in Government establishments are constantly being received. 
I t was recently suggested to a candidate that he should take 
up agricultural work. He was appointed a pupil on one of the 
model farms, but remained there a few weeks only. He re
signed, stating as his reason for so doing that the work he had 
been given to do was far too hard and too degrading. 

Before closing this report, I must refer to the most; profound 
sorrow which was universally felt by the inhabitants of this 
Colony at the loss sustained, on the 22nd of January, by the 
death of Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria. The 
following is an extract of a minute containing His Excellency 
the Governor's high appreciation of the feeling oi: the com
munity with regard to the demise of the Crown, published in 
the Government Gazette on February 8th: — 

"The Governor cannot but feel that he has not been able 
to reply in sufficiently appreciative terms to the numerous 
deputations and to the large number of written communications 
he has received, from private individuals, from Societies, and 
from native Governments, expressing the deep grief they have 
felt at the death of our late venerable and beloved Queen. The 
Governor, therefore, takes this opportunity of informing the 
public generally that he has been deeply touched by the genuine 
display of heart-felt sorrow that has weighed so heavily on all 
classes of the community." 

I have, Ao., 

G. H . H a j l l e y M o s e l e y , 

Colonial Secretary. 
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» Head of Receipt 1899. 1900-1. Increase. 
! 
i 
1 
1 

Decrease: 

Customs. %•* • •• • •• 175,696 12 4 193,924 0 0 18,227 7 8 

Harbour mud Light House Dues ... • •• ... • • • 705 19 0 784 6 0 78 7 0 — 
Licenses and Internal Revenue ... ... • •• 6,744 8 0 6,695 17 6 — 48 10 6 

Fees of Court, &c. ... • •• • •« 3,854 9 2 4,730 17 0 876 7 10 — 

Postal Be venue ... • •• • •• ... 1,517 19 0 1,574 6 
8 

56 7 8 — 
Bent of Government Property ... • •• • • •• 4G3 1 11 405 3 5 57 18 6 

Interest on Investments ... • •• • •• • •• 2,177 13 8 2,210 12 5 32 18 9 — 

Miscellaneous ... *.. • •• • • • 1,229 10 2 95u 19 6 • — 272 10 8 

Lsnd Bales * ... • •• • • • 402 5 2 185 0 9 — 217 4 5 

Total ... ... • •• • •• 192,791 18 5 211,467 3 

i 

3 19,271 8 11 . 596 4 

t 

1 
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C O M P A R A T I V E S T A T E M E N T oi E X P E N D I T U R E 
for the Y E A R S 1899 and 1900-1. 

LAOOS, 
1900 -1901 

Head of Service. 1899. 1900-1. Inert***. Decrease. 

£ $. d. £ i. d. £ «. d. £ i. d. 
Uovernor 5,094 12 8 6,246 10 11 150 18 8 — 

Colonial Sacretariat ••• 8.545 I 3 3,688 16 9 ! 143 12 6 — 

Qneen's Advocate... ... 918 8 10 827 1 7 — 86 2 3 

Treasury ... < 
i 

2,420 16 6 2,637 3 8 116 8 3 — 

CllftoOTS i 
••• • 

10,825 8 9 7,108 10 2 — 3,216 18 7 

n Special ... ... — 17 0 0 17 0 0 — 

•adit Office ••• 1,144 13 8 1,218 17 11 
j 

— 25 15 9 

Pott „ ... 1,768 17 9 1,843 15 10 79 18 1 — 

Printing „ # # 897 4 3 1,078 18 4 181 9 1 — 

Harbour Office ... ... 2,506 0 10 2,757 6 4 251 5 6 — 

n tt Special ... 696 3 2 463 8 8 — 282 14 6 

Government Vessels ... 3,276 14 10 4,224 9 4 947 14 6 _ 
„ „ Special 2,554 17 3 — — 2,564 17 3 

Engineer's Department ... 4,181 12 4 3,592 12 7 — 688 19 9 

H Specif 5 6 0 — — 5 5 0 

Judicial Establishment 7,431 14 9 7,110 16 e — 320 18 8 
Ecclesiastical ... 40 0 0 — — 40 0 0 

Charitable ••• 290 17 9 324 16 5 33 17 8 — 
Educational ••» 3^61 9 6 3,066 12 6 — 304 17 0 

Hauaa Force •». 30,465 16 9 24,978 15 8 — 6,487 1 1 

Police „ ... 14,689 7 11 14,117 9 6 — 521 18 6 

„ „ Special • .* 1,084 6 4 — 1,084 6 4 

Prisons ... 2,835 8 6, 3,022 12 1 ' 187 3 
i 

7 — 
Medical I... ... | 11,569 9 2 11,685 10 9 88 18 5 

Sanitary ... — • 2,699 6 4 2,699 6 4 — 
Agricultural and Forested. 1 407 19 0 1,884 6 6 1,426 6 6 — 
Botanical station ... ... • 699 18 10 688 15 9 — 11 8 1 

Government Chemist « * * 
i 643 4 6 643 4 6 — 

Regutry Office ... * « « 321 18 6 829 4 2 7 6 9 — 
Transport ... 8,281 8 5 6,406 18 1 — 1,825 10 4 

Carried forward... 120,655 3 4 

1 
111,260 7 9 6,885 9 16,290 5 0 
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LAGOS, Comparative Statement of Expenditure for the 
1900-1901. Yean 1899 and 1900 -1—coot . 

Head of Samoa, 1899. 
I 
| 1900-1. Increase. j Decrease. 

Brought forward... 
£ i. 

120,655 3 
d. 
4 

£ $. 
111,250 7 

d. 
9 

£ $. 
6,885 9 

d. 
5 

£ t. d. 
16,290 5 0 

lattrtor 13,109 4 5 10,480 11 7 — 1,628 12 10 
„ Special 656 17 10 — — 666 17 10 

MuoalianaouA 5,437 13 1 4,103 10 6 — 1,334 2 7 

Petuions and Grataitiai... 3,425 11 11 3,380 19 8 — 44 12 3 

Kent • • • 442 7 2 624 18 6 182 11 4 — 
Land and Surrey Depart

ment 
Publio Works Department 

997 6 

21,023 8 

7 

10 

1,900 14 

11,212 6 

9 

5 

903 8 2 ' 

9,811 2 5 

„ „ Recurrent 11,169 3 8 9,073 12 0 — 2,085 11 3 

Charge on Account: Public 
Debt 

Contribution, Northern 
Nigeria. 

Publio Works Extra
ordinary. 

Works Chargeable to 
Surplus Balanoes. 

18,567 16 8 

28,711 14 1 

5,103 18 10 

18,16<J 12 

16,928 2 

1 

9 

4,601 15 5 

11,78* 11 4 

5,103 13 10 

Total 223,289 1 0 187,124 16 0 12,573 4 4 48,737 3 4 

R E T U R N showing D I S T R I B U T I O N of M E D I C A L O F F I C E R S and 
N U R S E S of the M E D I C A L D E P A R T M E N T in L A G O S and 
O U T - S T A T I O N S , with N U M B E R of W A R D S in the various 
H O S P I T A L S and B E D S assigned to each. 

Lagos Hospital [under the Resident Medical Officer). 

Ward. Beds. 

B 11 For native female patients. 

0 17 For native male patients. 

D 16 For native male patients. 

B For European patients. 

Three nurses are attached to each ward and are assisted by 
the nurses in training. 
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Return showing Distribution of Medical Officers and 
Nurses—cont. 

Small-pox Hospital (under the District Medical Officer), 

No. Ward. Beds. 

1 Male. 10 

2 »t 10 One male nu. . 0 . 

3 Female. 8 One female nurse. 

4 Convalescent. 8 

Badagry Hospital (in charge of a Medical Officer). 

No. Ward. Beds. 

1 European. 1 

Native. 5 One male nurse. 

Ep4 Hospital (in charge of a Medical Officer}, 

No. Ward. Beds. 

1 Native. 8 One male nurse and one district vaccina
tor. 

Ibadan Dispensary (in charge of a Medical Officer). 

One dispenser. 

Erelo Dispensary (in charge of a Medical Officer). 

One 2nd class dispenser. 
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190^1901. Return showing Distribution of Medical Officers and 
Nmrses—cont. 

Yaba Leper Asylum (in charge of a Medical Officer}. 

Ho. Ward. Beds. 

1 Mala. 12 One male-none. 

2 Female. 12 One female name. 

Yaba Lunatic Asylum. 

Not yet opened. 

Ehute ffletta Dispensary (in charge of Medical Officer\ Yaba 
Asylum). 

One 2nd class dispenser. 

Lagos Prison Hospital and Dispensary (in charge of 
Medical Officer, Ereko Dispensary). 

No. Ward. Bed*. J 

1 Male. i i 

• 

2 Female. 2 One 2nd class dispenser. 

Jebu Ode (supplied whh Medicine Chit in charge of the 
Officer in Charge). 

The Medical Officer of Epe visits Jebu Ode,weekly and 
Shagamu and lkorodu every fortnight. The vaccinators of Ejw 
and Shagamu also attend at debit Ode and lkorodu when 
necessary. 

Shagamu (supplied with Medicine Chest in charge oj the 
Officer in Charge). 

One district vaccinator. 
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Return showing Distribution of Medical Officer* and 
Nurses—cant. 1 

Ikorodu, Saki, Meko, Uesha and Ode Ondo. 
These districts are supplied each with a medicine chest in 

charge of the Officer in Charge, or Travelling Commissioner, a* 
the case may be. 

Ar9 (ra charge of a Medical Officer). 

R E T U R N of I N and O U T - P A T I E N T S treated at the L A G O S 
H O S P I T A L for T H R E E Y E A R S , 18981900. 

— 1898. 1899. 1900 

^patients • « • • • » 682 694 782 

Out-patients • • • • • • • » • 4,572 4,294 5,298 
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LAGOS, R E T U R N showing P R I N C I P A L A R T I C L E S of I M P O R T into 
19HM201. M A R C H , 

Articles. 1896. 1897. 

Cotton goods pkgs. 19.683 
£ f. <L 

860,288 6 8 16.861 
£ «. 4, 

297,686 2 TO 

Salt tons 5.261 16 2 0 7,484 8 8 4,645 3 0 0 6,841 0 6 

Spirit* galls; 1.223^07 67,768 9 10 1,216,948 60,788 11 6 

Tobacco •*• lb* 749.860 16,127 6 7 817,16? 16,161 16 0 

Wises galls. 10.690 3,268 6 8 11,071 8,64» 7 1! 

Other articles ... — 467,628 0 1 — 385,918 18 2 

Total... ... — 901,474 17 1 — 770.510 16 10 

R E T U R N showing P K I N C I P A L A R T I C L E S of E x p o r t from 
to M A R C H . 

Articles* 1896. 1897. 

Mahogany ... Iog» 22 
£ -a. d. 
276 0 0 1,722 

£ i. i ; 
6,291 18 3 

Palm kernel s . tons 47,649 6 3 3 343,206 3 3 41,298 11 1 0 306,834 0 10 
Palm oil galls. 3.164,̂ 38 169.160 16 C 1,868,968 97.590 11 6 
Rubber lbs. 6,484,366 847,721 2 11 4,468,827 283,181 17 2 
Otlw Articles ... — 124,910 2 I 117,073 3 2 

Total ... — 975,263 6 0 — 810,974 10 11 
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LA(.os during F I V E Y E A R S , 1896-1899, and A P R I L , 1900, to Ukoot\ 
1901. " 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 1 . 

18W. 1899. 
April, 1900, 

to 
Uvea , 1901. 

* 

£ «. £ t. d. 
19,fSS 8tff77s IS 9 14.U89 305.517 4 8 18,240 336,980 2 8 

6J8S 14 0 14 8,480 10 7 5,846 11 2 1 7,U9 7 2 5,706 17 8 7,990 0 9 

1A54,09S 71*11 0 t 1,042.574 61.489 8 10 907,867 58,088 12 0 

m,in 19,t40 IS 1 946,6*4 19,964 7 0 922,060 18,878 16 10 

8,440 9,101 » 9 9.302 12.274 3 3 7,942 8,106 1 1 

— 461,184 9 10 —, 660.230 11 11 — 382,006 IS 7 

— 908,551 4 • — 966.594 17 10 — 806,529 6 11 

L A G 0 8 during F I V E Y E A R S , 1896-1899, and A P R I L , 1900, 
1901. 

1898. 1899. 
Apnl, 1900, 

to 
Mnrch, 1901. 

3,408 

42,774 18 0 16 

1.889.939 

3,778,266 

£ $. d. 
12^44 12 8 

362,539 4 3 

97,337 15 10 

285,409 14 6 

124,097 16 9 

7.680 

4 9 , 5 0 1 7 3 2 

3.292.881 

1.91)3.525 

£ ,«. d. 
34,737 19 3 

412.817 6 10 

168,157 14 6 

160.314 16 4 

139,606 5 9 

I 
, 10,4 J7 1 1 
47,738 8 0 10 

2,787,127 

361,931 

£ s. d, 
44,873 9 7 

3.19,308 4 tl 

!8Ui5 0 0 

29.386 5 2 

176.275 18 8 

— 882,3*9 3 0 — 915,934 2 8 — 831,257 18 4 

? 



28 O L O K I A L EXPORTS—A2CNTTAL. 

1*4004, 
190M901. I M P O R T and E X P O R T of S P E C I E during F I V E Y K A R S , 

*— 1898-1899, and A P R I L , 1900, to M A R C H , 1901. 

Import* 

1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 
. April, 1900, 

to 
March, 19U1. 

£ ».d. 
138,298 9 0 

£ f. <L 
69,504 IS 9 

£ i. rf. 
148,820 0 0 

£ t. d. 
160,325 0 0 

£ t. d. 
59,400 0 0 

Export, 
t 

1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 
April, 1900, 

to 
March, 1901. 

£ ». <L 
68,870 6 1 

£ f. d. 
69,795 18 6 

£ s. d. 
61,217 15 6 

£ *. </. 
81,576 10 5 

JC *. d. 
1215,020 3 4 


