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HISTORY AND GEOGRAPHY.

The Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria is situated on the
northern shores of the Gulf of Guinea. It is bounded on the
west and north by French territory and on the east by the
former German Colony of the Cameroens, Great Britain has
recently received a mandate over a small portion of the Cameroons
(31,150 square miles) which, for purposes of administration, has
been placed under the Nigerian (Government. The remainder
of the Cameroons is administered by the I'rench under a man-
date, so that, for practical purposes, all the land frontiers of
Nigeria march with French territory. o ; ,.

2. The area of Nigeria, including the mandated area of the
Cameroons, is approximately 373,078 square miles (Southern
Provinces and Colony 91,139 square miles; Northern Provinces
281,939 square miles) and it is thus larger than any British
Dependency other than "Tanganyika, India and the self-
governing )ominions, It is more than three times the size of
the United Xingdom. Along the entire coast-line runs a belt,
from 10 to 60 miles in width, of dense mangrove forest and
swamp, intersected by the branches of the Niger delta and other
rivers, which are connected one with another by innumerable
creeks, the whole constituting a continuous inland waterway
from beyond the western boundary of Nigeria almost to the
Cameroons. Behind this belt lie dense tropical forests, rich in
oil-palm trees and valnable mahoganies. I*urther iniand the forests
become thinner and are succeeded by open ground covered with
long grass and occasional clumps of trees. In the extreme north,
where there is a very small rainfall and little vegetation, the
desert is slowly but steadily encroaching. There are few moun-
tains in the southern portion of Nigeria except along the eastern
boundary, but north and east of the junction of the rivers Niger
and Benue there is a large plateau from’' 2,000 to 6,000 feet in
height. The country is well watered by rivers, especially in
the south. Besides the Niger and Benue, which during the
rainy season are navigable by steamers as far as Jehba and Yola
respectively, there are a number of important rivers of which
the Cross River is the largest. Except for Lake Chad, on the
extreme north-east frontier. there are no large lakes.

3. The population of Nigeria according to the latest returns
is 18,7656,790* Southern Provinces and Colony, 8,632,866,
Northern Povinces, 10,232,834, larger than that of any DBritish

* Inoludes population of the mandated area of the Cameroons,
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Dependency  except India. There. are ahout 4,000 Europeans
temporarily resident in Nigeris, chiefly .in the employ of the.
(Government, and;. of mercantile nnd . mining companies. . The
country is not suited. for European settlement., Of the .native
inhabitants the greater number are of pure negro race, but in
the north there are Berber and negroid tribes.. Of the former the
Yorubas, Ibos and Benis are the most important, and: of the
latter: the Fulani, the Kanuri and the Hausa-speaking. tribes,,
generally ocalled Hausas. - The Yorubas occupy. the south-west
corner -of: Nigerin and from nn early date possessed an organjsed.
ﬁovernment. The Benis are now a comparatively small tribe,
ut Benin. was formerly a very::powerful: kiggdom. and its
influence extended over a:.considerable: area. .The Ibos. are a
large ‘tinorganised. tribe who oceupy most of the land east of
the lower Niger, The Kanuri occupy Bornu, in the north-east
of Nigeria, o kingdom which has suryivedi for many centuries
in spite. of great vicissitudes.. It was known.to: the Portuguese,
as early as..the 15th century and to Arab geographers several
centuries -earlier, -The Hdausas occupy the greater portion of
northern Nigeria .and' from an early. date had attained to a
fairly high level of civilisation.. At the beginhing of the .19th
century the Hausa:States were conquered.by the Iulani, a nomad.
people :who had settled in. the towns and :country of Hausaland
and who, by their superior intelligence, had acquired great
power and .influence.: ‘The existing Hausa system of law and
administration based -on the Korah:was retained, but Fulani.
dynasties. were establised in various states.  ° . a

4. The cpast of Nigerin'first became krown to Lurope tovards
the vhd of the 16th century :as the result of the visits of Portu-
guese explorers. Shortly afterwards. the demand for negro
labour in the American and West Indian colonies oreated
an immense trade in slaves and for over three hundred years the
west const of Africn was visited in large numbers by the slave
ships'of all nations. At the beginning of the 19th century
efforts were made to suppress the traffic, which was declared ille-
gal, and a DBritish naval squadron 'was stationed 6n the Cosst
to intercept the slave ships. - With the decline of the slave trade
the traffic in palm oil and. other tropiocal products rapidly
increased; and the visits of naval ships and ldter, of the Britisk
Consu) at Fernando Po gave to the British a considerable prestige
and influence nmong the tribes inhabiting the coast of Nigeria.
In 1851 British support was given to an exiled King of Lagos,
who, in return, pledged himself to abolish the slave trade in
Lagos, which, was. at that. time, the chief slave market in West
Africa, Pinding himself powerless against the slave-dealing
faction, his son ceded I.agos to the British in 1861 and :the
British. Colony of l.agos ¢ame into boing the following vear. -

5, By the exertions of Mungo Park (1796-1806), Captein
Clapperton (1822-26), Richard Lander: (1826-30), Doctor Barth
(1850-66) -and numerous other explorers, most of whom lost
their lives -in: the. country, the.course . of ‘the Niger and the
existanca of the Fulani kingdoms in thed interior became known,
- and an attempt was made hy Mr. Macaregor Laird und others
to open up the interior to trade. ‘In spité of the efforts of these
pipneers, who were supported to a certain éxtent by the British
Government and . philanthropist4, eager to strangle the. alave

i e o s e s kS T Bk
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trode by legitimate traffic, the early efforts were not successtul,
owing to the heavy mortality among the European crews:uf:
vessels ascending the river. - A better knowledge of conditions,
aud the use of quinine as a prophylactic against malaria, made
liater operations more successful and before 1860 trade was
established dlong the banks of the Rivers Niger and Benue,
In ‘1879 the various British firms trading on these rivers weré
amalgimated, and in 1887 a Charter was granied to the amal-
gamated companies, which became known as the Royal Niger
Company, Chartered and Limited. By this Charter the Company
became responsible for the yrovernment of the river basins and
tlie whole of Hausaland and Bornu, but, in practice; its influenice
extended little beyond the banks of the rivers, Coh
" 6. The Berlin Conference of 1886  had recognised the British
dlaim to a protectorate over Nigeria and that part of the country
which was not included within the Tingos territories of the sphere
of the Charteréd Company was made into a separate administra-
tion wnder Foreign. Office control and became known as the Oib
Rivers Protectorate and later as the Niger Coust Protectorate. -

7. Owing to the restrictions on trade caused by art¥icial
botindaries and the virtual monopoly which the Niger Company
exercised, to the inability of the Company’s forces to restrain the
slave-raiding propensities of the Fulani Chiefs, and to foreign
aggression on the western frontiers, it beoame necessary for the
British Government to assume a more direct control over the
country. The Company’s Charter was accordingly revoked on
the 1st January, 1900, and the northern portion of their terri-
tories became the Northern Nigeria. Protectorate; the southern
portion wns: added fo the. Niger Coast Protectorate and the
wliole was venamed the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria. Both
the Northern and Southern Protectorates were -placed undex
Colonial Office control. ' ' e
- 8. Tn 1898 an Imperial Force, recruited locally, but with
British Officers, was raised by Sir Frederick Tmgard, and was
later taken over hy the Colonial Government. This force was
named the West African Trontier Force and the armed con-
stabularies of the other Weat African Colonies and Protectorates
were modelled on it. Soon after the establishment of the
Northern Nigeria Protectorate, these troops were used to subdue
the Muhammadan rulers of the Hausa states and Bornu who had
pergistently ignored the British requests for the cessation of
slave-vaiding and whose attitude was one of open hostility to
an aaministvation of whose power they bad had mo proof. As
each in turn was conquered a new ruler was appointed who
undertoock fo govern his country according to loeal law and
tradition, but without slave-raiding and the extortion dnd
ithuman cruelties - which had marked the former régime.
British Residents were stationed thronghout the counfry and
exercised n wholesome check on any tendency to relapse,

9. Tn the south there were fewer large satates and the people
on ‘the wholé were of  much lower standard of intelligence and
development. On the lower reaches of the Benin River, w
Tekri chief,” named Nana, defied the Protectornte Government
and dealt openly in slaves. He wax attacked bv a ndval and
military force and defented in 1894 nfter severe fighting. - In
1897 a peaceful mission to the King of Benin was massacred and
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another combined . expedition - was ‘despate hed: Benin was’
eaptured and was found to be full ofi the. remains of human
sacrifices;’’ for:: which - the City had long had an anleasnnt
reputatlon -In- 1902 the-Aro tribe was subdued. -

10, Whllb the remainder of the country was being opeued
up, the linterland of La gos was being added by cession to the
torritories originally ceded by the King of Imgos in 1861. In 1866
Tingos had been included in the West African Settlemeuts and ip
1874 it was anited with the Gold Coast Cclony. . It became the
separate Colony 'and- Protectorate of Lagos in 1886, .. . -

11, 'In.1806. T.agns and Southern Nigeria were amalgamated
“and in 1014 Northern Nigeria was included aiid the whole country
became the Colony. and Protactorate of Nigerin, -

+12..: On the outbreak of war in 1914 the Nigeria. Reglment (of
the West African Frontier Force) took part in the campaign
whichh resulted in ‘the.conquest of the neighbouring German
Colony of the Cameroons and a strong contingent of the Regiment
also fought in.the East African Campaign... .On the whole the
loyalty of the chiefs and people of Nigerin: throughout the war
was very marked, but there was a somewhat serious rising in
Fgholand in 1918 which was quickly subdued. .

13. The principal languages spoken are, in: the Nolthern
Provinces, Hausa, Fulani, and Arabic; and in the Southern
Provinces, Yoruba. Eﬁk Ibo and Ibibio. .

141 Phe- currency ' is conirolled by the ‘West African
Clurrency Board which was constituted in November, 1912, to
provide for the currency of the British West African Colonies
and Protectorates. The coins current are:—-{nited Kingdom
gold, silver, and bronze; West African silver and alloy coins of
the values of two slnllmp:a one shilling, sixpence und threepence ;
and Nigerian nickel-bronze coins of the values of one penny,
one halfpenny and one-tenth of a pemny, United Kingdom
uotes are legal tender; and West African notes of one pound and
ten shillings are also current. The United Kingdom coins are
hemp: gradually superseded by the West Afntnn and ngelmn
coinage.

16, The wmghts and measires used in ngerm are the Bame
ns tlman used in Great Britain. : : :

- 1.—-GENERAIL OBSERV A'l‘IONS

16. Tlls mnin polltu ol divisions of Nigeria are the Colony of
Nigeria, and two groups of Provinces, known as the Northern angd
Southern Provinces, which together form the Protectorate. The
whole country is under the control of a Governor and Cow-
mander-in-Chief to .whom the Tieutenant-Governors of the
Northern and Southern Provinces and the Administrator of the
Colony are vesponsible. The Governor is_nssisted by an Execu-
tive Council consisting of a few of the senior officials. By Order
in Couneil dated the 214t of Noyember, 1922, and; entitled the
Nigoria (Legislative (‘ounml) Order in (‘ounml 1922, the former
hodies known as the Nigerian Council and tbe Legmlatlve Council
were gholished angd a larger and more representstive Legmlatwe
Council was subshtute'l for them, : This.new Legislative Council
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" consists of : —The (overnor, as Iresident; twenty-six -Official
Members; three elected Unofticidl Meémbers representing the
municipal aren’ of Lagos and -one representing the muni-
cipal area of Calabar; and not more . .than fifteen nominated
Unofficial Members,: :'I'hese: fifteen are selected to include
nominees of the Chambers of Commerce of-4ngos, Port Harcourt,
Calabar and Kano,. of the locul Chamber of Mines, and of the
Banking and - Shipping intevests, - together with : members
representing ‘ African interests in parts of the Colony and the
Southern Provinces of the - Protectorate :which do- not return
elected representatives to the [egislative Council. -‘This Council
legislates only for the Colony and the Southern: Provinces of the
Protectorate and the Governor continties to legislate for the
Northern Provinces of the Protectorate, - The power: of taxation
in the Northern Provinceés is left with: the Governor and :the scope
of the lLegislative Council in financial affairs is confined to the
Colony and Southern Provinces, except that the sanction of the
Council is required for all expouditure out of.the funds and
revenués of the Central (overnment which is incurred in the
Northern Provinces. There is thus a measure of direct represen-
tation of the people by members elected: by themselves to the
legislative Couneal, - - SRS R S TSP

17. - The first elections for thie unofficial members .for IL.agos
and Calabar were held on' the 20th of ‘September, 1023, and
aroused the keenest interest. . The new Legislative Council was
inaugurated by the Governor on the dlst of October, 1923. °

18. The Protectorate (including the mendated territory of
the Cammeroons) ia divided into twenty-cwc provinces, each under
the immediate control of a Resident.” -~ .* . = :

19. In the Northern Provinces the efficiency and co-operation
of the lending Kmirs—which have been noted :in the reports’ for
recent years—have been well maintained.. The desire on their
part for administrative progress and economic development
continues ; keenness to learn of things outside-their own provinces
is evinced. This is instanced by a visit, proposed by the Emir
himself, of the Emir of Kano to Lagos 1n K[arch. The Emir
of Kaznure was . of the party. The .visit wds successful and
greatly apprecinted by the interested wisitors.: ' |

20. The re-organisation of provinces and re-distribution of
administrative areas—mentioned in the 1926 report—have becn
found successful,

21, His Exeellency toured in :the Northern Provinces in
February and March of the vear, visiting Kano, where, at a
brilliant ceremony, he installed Abdullahi as Emir ¢f Kano.
Zaria and Kaduna also were visited. While in the ‘Zaria Pro-
vince His Tixcellency inspected the DBritish Cotton (rowing
Associntion Seed Farms and Ginnery. A tour of the Northern
Provinees was made by the Officer Administering the Govern-
ment in June when the Kano, Plateati, Bauchi, Bornu and Zatia
Provinces were visited. o L I

22. There have been no changes in the Political adminis-
tration of the Northern Provinées throughout’the year under
review. In pursuance of the policy that a Conference' of
Residents should ‘be held yearly, a successful conference was

held in Kaduna in Septemher; many important questions of

adininistration were discussed. = -
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23.. Serious .-disturbances; in- the  Northern. Provinces  have
baen fow... A, pt;ttgol was, necessary, in the. Yangedde distriot in
the Idoma Division of Benue Province. The operations.of the
patrol lasted for approximately: one. month, qnd were carried out
wxhhout any loss of life or finng.

Durmg the.. year re-prgamsat;on of the ﬁ{ocadure in
regald to. luun,nf; applicgtions has taken place.- Much of the
routine prowoua y .done; m the.. o::theru grovmces Se.cretar_ia_t
is now carried out in a separate office in Jos. The: vogult is
successfyl: and the mining community. now. obtnin: their various
mining titles .with the lapst possible ; delay. The, present ten-
donuy among substantinl mining compames is to. instal
muu hinery, on g la ge scale, which has increased ‘the demand for
conl: from. Udl. , y dro-electric. power: schemes are .also bemg
e;\penment wlth Y sund;v gompanies, .. i

R0. %ol\oto in 1026 it. was found. that smo:*e cotton soed
than wag re,qu\red Was, dmtubuteds there li)as, therefore, been a
considerable redyction in. the nmoun.t distributed this year. The
prospects of the senson ave, however, yery good and it is probable
that faymers will receive an ephanced price. :The export for. the
year.: 1926-27 wvas.. J}sappmntmg‘ /A new. pioneer. ginnery. is
_T‘;emg -erectad;at, Moriki in the Sokotp Provmce to tap thecotton-

ruwing areag north of”Gusa.u and.a mndern type one at Talata
afqrq in the same. TOVINGe, .. .ol
. 28 Famine conditious in  the pr mcas of Kano, Ya.na,

da.ma and. Bpnue caused some distress in bhe early part of- the-
year anék rices became greatly, inflated, 'Credit is due
ta. the Natwe A ministrations .conceraad. that. they were able to
alleviate matters with their own staff, airangements and funds.

27. The strong financial poal,tlon of -the Native Treasuries
ay previously reported, was maintajned in 1926-27. The balances
carried forward on. the 1st April, 1927, including sums invested
in becurxtles (£601,458) amounted: to £1 324,744. The aggre-
gate revenue exceeded that.of the previous year by £19,303.
In making this comparison, howaver, it is necessary to take

nisance, of the fact of the adventitious Teceipt in 1926-26 of

6 267 as profits on the. sale and re-investment of securities.
An ircrease in expenditure is: nccounted for by anpropriations
for road and transport developments wlnoh were epeclally marked
durmg the vear..

The' Shalla Irrlgatmn Scheme m the Sokoto Provmce
has led to the re-claiming of about 300.acres. This can be
extended up to a totn]: of 800:to 1,000 acres if required. -

29. There have been. no. serious outbreaks  of epldemlc
diseases  during the year. Smallpox occurred: in the provinces
of Sokoto, Adamawa and Plateau during the spring and while
Sor g, short time fatal :ca fes were numeyrous, ‘the sevemt,v of the

igease soon abated. The tsetse fiy. mVestlg'atlon work at
herlfun cpntinues. ..

Rinderpest has taken ite. uaual oll. ‘among cattle, the
most notable outhreak occurring in the Sokoto Province. The
laboratory at Vom continues to maintain its’ successful anti-
rmderpest campaign. and tha amount of serum. cultured: and
issued dunng the year exceeds that of last year. Fulani cattle
owners evince the preatest keennass to have their cattle treated

rrrrr

‘ahd travel Iong dlstance.s foi. thxs end Ai new immumzatlon

-
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camp establislied at Dindima' in'the Bauchi Province -has met
with ‘great success nnd othexs are bemg opened 111 thé same
1’1*ovmce

Bl An outstaudmg event oi mterest durmg the year ' wak
the acroplane flight conducted by the Royal Air Force from
Cairo to Northern Nigeria: = In the course of this flight Miidu-
puri,  Kano, Sokoto, Kaduna; Jos and Bauchi were: visited.
Fitnirs and local cluefs ware ngen opportumtles of mspectmg
‘the ‘machines. - °

- 82, The fbllomng in ottant chiefs have dled durmg the
yeal :—A chamianu, the Aku of Wukam, Abubakr, the Emir of
‘Wushishi, -

33, The followmg chiefs hme been mstalled Abudullahl,
the Fimiv of Kano, by His Excellency the Governor; the Emir
of Agaie, by His Honour the Lieutenant- Go‘mrnor ‘Northern
Provinves, and'Mohamadu, the Ewir of Jemaa..
¢ 34. Relntiond with the French ‘have beea excéllent.” An
inéident on' the ~frontier emphasised "these good relations and
'streLgthened the spirit of co-operation. This incident was a raid
on' the French post ot Tessiwa by natives mainly resident on ‘the
~ Katgina border. Unhappily the' raiders killed French' oftieials
‘Holuding: one’ European. The leader of the raiders ahd some
of-his Accomplives were killed ; as to those who escaped, prompt
search by the Native Admlmstmtlon ‘Authorities reﬁulted - the
capture in Bornu of one of the ‘hief offenders, and made it
difficult for other offenders to find sanctuary in Northern Nigeria.
A route maréh in con janction with the French authorities took
place in October from JKu.tslna along the Prench border to Gumel
and back. During the merch, visits® were etehanp:ed w1th
French officers and native chiefs on the frontier.

35. A final agreement has heen' come: to with the French
Adinistrator of Garua, fixing the last remaining details of the
fmntmr in that section, and leaving little to be settled elsewhere.

86, ' 1n the Soutbern Provinces' preparations have been made
for the introduction of taxation into the hitherto-untaxed
provinces. ‘In October the revenue from Native Colrts was
released by (overnment ‘to form the nveleus of a Native
Administration Fund in each Divieioy of those provinces,

37.  The office of ‘the -Administrator of the Colony was
eoparated from that of Lieutenant- Governor Southern Provn;ce@,
as from the 20th October.

-+ 38. « Direet taxation was introduced into the Asaba Dwmon
nf the Benin Province on the Ist April, 1927.

39.: . A serious outbreak of disense among the cattle of the
Benin Province' broke’ out in Adgust and was stamped out by
the end of September.

.40, Tn  November -a successful Exhibition was held in
(alabar: The Exhibition' was open for oné week, exhibits from
fifteen provinces were displayed and a repreﬁentnhve displo of
Nativée Arts and Crafts was exhibited.

41, The Preventive Service of the Eastern Frontier in the
(‘amer‘onna Province was taken over in January by a special force
of. pohce and three new (‘ustoms revenue oﬂicea have been
opened
: - 42, Seml-nel'manent nat .e hoqmtels ars. in oourse of eon-
T atrurhon at Bamenda,. Mamfe and Kumba,
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~43: In Maroh thé Arbitrators nward in tha mntt.er of. tha
IJebu-Ibadan boundary was announced, :

41, In May the ull: Court refused : leaw tn appeal {rom
the Judgment of the court below which was in favour of the
Bale: of Ejinrin- and -which denied the claim of the Awujale
of IJebu Ode to certain rights over the Ejinrin Market. s

.45, - Marked success has attended the mensures taken to comhut
plague in:the Ijebu Province. :

46, Mining - operations have been Lontmued in. thd nelpm-
bourhood . of . Ameka in the Abakaliki Division of . the Ogoja
- Province.. Approximately 200 tons of ‘silver-bearing galena and
100. tons of zine ore have been won during the year... .. ..

-4T.. A telegraph line’from Akure to Ondo W opened durmir-
the year. BIRTC ALY B

481 At Enugu. in . the Onitsha.- I’rovmce a new ﬁmopean
Hospital has been. completed ‘and work hus been’ commenced on
the buildings :required i connection with  the: transfer of the
Headquarters of .the . Southern Previnces to that town.: A

49. - The local chiefs accepted the offer bf compensatmh and-
rent .for.-the Diobt land at Port: Harcourt. and ngned a dead_
leasing the land to Government. - |

51{11 ‘Work on.the I’ort Harc-onrt waterfsupplv was cmnpleted
in ay: - ol

.B61: A motor. road Wlt]l ¢onorete brldges and culvelts from_
Shak] to Fruwn Road in the Ovo Province has been completed::”

B2.. An African hospital with modern appliances and fittings,
built by the Nntlve Admmlstmtlon, waa opened at. Ibadan i
Decembor.: - -

.03, In. August an ﬂhtl-ta‘i ugltatmn apmng up in the Wurn-
Provmcﬁ 1Dvert acts of lawlessness occurred in the Warri and
Kwale Dlwmqns -On the 30th September n turbulent ‘demons.!
tration agninst’ the Officer Administering the Governnient’ ended'
in a riot in which the poiice were forced to fire on the crowd.
The Warri Province was declared a Proclaimed District under
the Pence Preservation Oriiriance by a:Proclamation dated the
A0th quomher By the end of the year the ringleaders of the:
agitation had been brought to trial, conditions in ‘the provinee
became normal and the Proslamation of the S0th November
was cancelled on the 29th December.

IT.—FINANCE. '

54. The revenue nud etﬁendltu’le for ‘the nast five vema a:e
s follows : — | oy

"l:l‘rue B.ev'd.-‘:‘&u\a. : ' .""I:ruo Exper;d.l.t‘t_‘xrrfa._' i.. F“"’““\“'?g;; :n Lm "
:922.—_2&' ,;.f:_i; ; ‘5,50%.43;),.'_ e 5.4%.953 b :.ﬁlﬁgﬂm !
0284 L0 a0l a0 a2 | e
192425 aei | BO44220. i BTRTIS o 18TB210
192526 ... | soesos .l . eemster ilg NI UL S
199627 .i? ‘*_1‘-.54.429 f_-’i‘f (N "7~§3*‘53‘3,; '”‘5"’9

- AA
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65. 'The revenue and expenditure for the six months April
to September, 1927, amounted to £2,806,060, and £3,242,892
respectively, Included in the expenditure is £14,704 advarced
for l.oan Works (New Programme) to he subsequently recovered
from Loap Funds. From figures recently estimuated it is anti-
cipated that the revenue for the curreut year will fall short of
the 1926-27 figures by approximately £1,860,000 while the nnti.
cipated expenditure figure shows a devrease of approximately
£1,200,000 on the figure of the last financial year. These
reductions are due in a large measure to the procedure adopted
for the first time in 1927-28 in dealing with the Railway revenue
and expenditure, the gross figures of which nre now excluded
from tEe Revenue and Expenditure: Estiinates and the. net
deficit, or profit, only being shown, B

56,  The excess of assets over liabilities at 31st March, 1927,
was £0,063,228. To this should be added £11,110 advanped
from revenue for Loan Works (New Programme) and recover-
able from a future Lan, making a-true surplus of £6,074,338 on
31st March, 1927. The Public Debt at 31st March, 1927, was
£23,659,209 and the accumulated Sinking Fuud amoéunted to
£1,410,272. : .

67. The various Native Adminiitrations have their own
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, deriving their revenue
ﬂrincipally from a proportion of Direct Taxes:(varying from

fty per cent. to seventy per cent) -~ - -7 0 s

58. The Surplus Funds of the Native Administrations are no
longer deposited with the Government at interest: Most of the
Native Administrations of the Southern Provinces hava' their
surplus funds invested ‘locally with the banks but those of the
Northern Provinces are to o large extent invested through the
Crown Agents. These investments no-longer appear ‘in - the
Colony’s Balance Sheet. R R U

69. Silver coin to the value of £241,339 was withdrawn
from circulation duririg the yenr énding Mareh 81st, 1927, and
£283,484 was shipped to the United Kingdom to be' malted
down. The alloy coin in circulation on the siame  date was
about £0,713,900 and the total currency exclusive of notes in
circulation at 31st March, 1927, was éstimated at' £8,724,000.

I11.~PRODUCTION.

80. Agriculture.—As a result of the extraordinarily big
cotton crop in the United States of Americn last year the
world’s prices fr{r coiton, palm oil, palm kernels and groundnuts
continued to fr)l during the firat half of 1927. But as soon as
a small American cotton and cotton seed production in the
current year began to be anticipated, the price of all export
products-ateadied, and in Auguat they begnn definitely to rise
and are now again at a fairly satisfactory level. The price of
ll)lf: (;cl)coa, although tending to fall during the yonr. is still very

igh.

8]. The annual variations in the quantity of palm ¢il and palm
kernels exported from Nigeria seem to depend almost entirely on,
tha price offered by the local buyera. And apart from occasional
changes in rea freights, the local price follows. the world price:
very consistently. Following the course of prices, exports in

AAl
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the eatly part of the year were. relatively less than; those.in corres-
ponding periods in'recent years; but immediptely the price began
to rise'the export'trade responded very promptly; aud so far
as oan: be estimated at. present there is:every reasan to expect
that. the exports for the year will -nearly equal those of last year.
- 62.. The ' proper' .statistical:i year:i:.for.. cabon : exports
is from October lst to Septewber 30th. The export of cocoa
in 1926-27 from Nigeria, exclnding the Cameroons,  amounts
to 42,300 tbns as compared with 38,300 tons - 1n | 1925- 26,
46, 700 tohs i 1924-25 and 32,300 in each of the two seasons
before: that. - So far.as can be- judged: the underlying annual
rate: of ihorease in production;, due! to young trees commg mtd
baarmg, 18 at: present about:], 500; tons per annum;. - .o g
~Butih bny given ‘year thls ntrease “may " bes excebded or!
dega’tlveﬂ by annual” fluctuations. ~In :view :iof -the- relahvelv
véry' dry’ wedther experlenced in‘the Southetn Provineces: it thi
evtrrent seasdn;’ n crbp rathlar nmalie# than that of last year. i
atiticipated.: F 2
”"33 In’ the fmt muifi - cocod belt i’ the “e‘ataern dié
of 'th South’dr’ﬁ ‘Provihdes, cocon planting' coniinves steadily,
Wit ~dods "'not’ seem to have ‘becn ' aceeletated by ¢ &
recént’ hlgh price. " The high price has, however, grehtly helped
the efforty '0f' the' Agriéultural Department to’ W pildte cocou’
Jinting’ i bther parts'vf the Sotithern Provinced. ' In'the- Ondé
ll}’rovn;,oe there has bgen u continuation of the inicreased platiting'
thet Was mej tl{thqd 1i‘the last a nua] eneral réport’ (parag nlb
76). It wo:u,ld bé nisledding 't t that thevs hag 'béet’ mugh:
planting ip ‘any- ‘ther provitice; bﬁ there ib at loast d!st}nc ¥
dlﬂei;érfﬁ frhine: of mind notited )l mi}on the firmers in'régard:
(g’ tocoa ' jri“spveral distrigts, itﬂ:iéh w‘xll pi'ouably lead: to 't’isl le’
résltl*s ‘betore ver Idng.” | -
he eﬂ’or’fs of th? ]Jpgartment of Agnculyuae to 1mp10ve
the qua y,of Nigerian éocos, thiough' s dial programme 4’
roduce ingpection and ¢6- operatnre demonstratmhs of fef mehtmg“
18ve beetl &icﬂb’ed ;‘n &:‘ revious xepoi‘tQ ‘Thid work conjiriues to.
give" gootl’ “tesdlts. current * Yeason ' Hug' ofﬂy ’”j'ubt
opéned; but all biyérs "agyee, that thé" qudht;‘ this’ year Ig. 4,
'mp{ked aHvanq:e on’ anyilin; thdt has ever been seen. bgfbré 111
Nigéria, The \Veaiher haw been fd rotrable for gnality ) bt in,
tl\e past, ,hﬁte\%er the 'Senther might be like, whenevex the'
rice Was high, the ' ualilv wad bad. " The’ high, prl(,e Qf lhp'
Eaat two years, on thé rbntrary, hax, een’ acoo}n anu, ;
steady " improvement ‘{n quality,’ I‘ahmates the ﬁveragof
relat *ve ingreage'in th ® valua of Nigerian cocod’ that Tias ocmlrred_“ _
~ in thi Z éthme years viry ffom tha Department of Agriculfure’s.
conse) estimate of £1,10s. per”ton, to figures us high ad'
28 oy £3 105, 'per ton, that havé bien ut for ard Ey‘ some of '
the' mefrhants '‘wha ,ti-adé in'this cammq d ere it sfill room™
foi yet fiirtherr improverent’; and therfe in every reasou (o, expect
it. The gpecinl grade cocoa produced at the eo- operative demans-
i;ationa] ermentm'les continuves to command a B!gb premiom.
Trideed it 4ven seems.to tend gradually to incrense: kur, wlnem;s
£8 per ton premium was regarded as quite natmfm-tnn n veay
oF two ago, ‘now.a premium of £7 per ton Over tho h:ghth loral
price for ‘' F.A. ' is quite common. S

bgie
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66, The export of groundnuts in the seuson 1926-27
(October 1st to September 30th) amounted to only 90,000
tons as against 116,000 tons iny 1926-26 and 132,000 in 1924-25.
As indicated in last year’s report tne reason for this was mainly
the low price offered. . 'The average prices during recent buying
seasons (October to March inclusive) have been as ‘follows:--

L — £ s d
19024-20 - 0 ... e 18 % b
1925-26 - . o e 10 15 0
1926-27 e . 11 19 0

~ But the price in the earlier and more important part of the

1926-27 season was barely £10.. Undoubtediy the small export
last season must be partly ascribed to the'nuts having been eaten:
locally because of the shortage of other foods. A tentative
estimate of the export in the current season (1927-8) is 90,000 or
100,000 tons. . There seems to -have been an expansion of plant.
ing in the area in the east of the Sokoto Province, where the
effect of the road is beginning to show itself. in opening up trade,
That is the area that the new branch railway will tap. This
increase is lpwever believed lo be offset by less intensive plant-
ing in the older parts of the groundnut belt, as a result of an
increased planting of grain crops for food, The yjeld per acre
of groundnuts this year seems to be satisfactory. (iven normal
weuther -in 1928, there seems every reason to anticipate an in-
creased. production in 1928-29, . |

66, The situation of Aiuerican cotton production in the North-
ern Provinces is very similar. The export in, 1926-27 amounted
only to a_little over 16,000 bales as against nearly 37,000 in the
preceding season, This is partly ascribable to the weather,
and  partly to the fact that there was an increase of local
consumption and also of export by land, owing to the low price
that the exporters to Europe could offer. Plantings in the
current season have been restricted by the exceptionally heavy
planting of grain crops, so that although the yield per acre
promises to_ge normal, the export in the -current season is’
tentatively estimated at only 28.080 bales, However the farmers
do not seem to have lost confidence in cotton growing. The
building of the new railway has had an important effect, even
although it was only partly opened last year and that only to
Funtua. The remission of railway freight, and the reductions.
of sea freight and ginning charges that were therehy secured,
all helged. There mensures increased the local price of seed
cotton by a farthing per lb.; which was a very important amount
_ at distant places where, out of the price of 1§d. which was actually’
offered at the railway stations, #. was absorbed by transport:
in such places, a farthing per 'b. meant a great deal. This, how-
ever, was nat all, for there is no doubt but that these measures being
given a wide publicity among the farmers through the medium
of a speech delivered by Hiz Excellency at Funtun, had a not
inconsiderahle moral effect. ' ' . g

G7. These recent experiences provide an exceptionslly good
opportunily for judging the prospects for the new railway, and
t!1ere is nothing in them to cast doubt on the incrensed produc-
tion of groundnuts and cotton which it was predicted that
the ra&lwa,v would cause, wheyever it should be constructed and
opened,



NIGERIA.192"’nf . 13

68. The production of native cotton. for .export in 'the
‘“ middle ”’ and Southern Provinces amounted  approximately
to the same. .quantity of 11,000 bales, at which it hag
stood for.the last three years... Any increase in this. pros
duction awaits an improvement in quality, Such an inmprove-
ment . is now .in sight. Last year (1926.27) the work of the
Agriculture; Department . in this subject had reached the
stage that certain . straings of improved indigenpus cotton
had. been bronght to a state approaching purity, through
several years of continuous self-fertilisation and scientific selec-
tion by modern methods. Two ‘¢ aister ’’ strains. had been
found, in :two. years™ tests, . to :be reliably good yielders, and,
- rather more resistant to some diseases than the ordinary native
cotton. - Both of these were multiplied. to the extent of five acres
in ' 1926-27. The lint from those ipn acres was valued, in a
considerable serigs of examinations by .different brokers etc., at
24d., to 3d., per lb., over either middling Atherican or the ordi-
nary native cotton; and the valuations have been confirmed by
scientific examinations . at two English Cotton Research Insti.
tutes, The high price at which its lint is valued, together with
its high ginning percentage, causes the seed cotton of theae
strains to be worth §d. or 1d, per lb. more than the native cotton,
(Last year ordinary native seed cotton fetched 1d. per lb., only).
It was therefore decided that this year these two strains.should
be ‘multiplied ar much as possible.  The seed sufficed ;to sow,
by a special method, some. 1,330 acres on native farmers’ fields;
to obtain this area 1,310 fields belonging to 814 different individuals
were used. The crops have proved quite satisfactory in spite of
the fact that the geason has been so exceptionally dry.. The
growers seem entirely satisfied that the cotton promises to yield
rathe: better than theiriordinary native cottan. This area should
now piroduce enough seed to pevmit the supply of seed to anyone
in the, Oyo and Abeokuta Provinees who wants it; it is. hoped
that therd will be-'a quite considerable produetion of this cotion:
in 1928-9. . ... o

69. - It was stated in the last Annual General Report that
the focd crops in the Northern - Povinces- promised . to
be distinctly below: average; and it -was indicated: that, -though
an actual famine was not anticipaled, :yet some shortage must
be expected for several months. This forecast proved: to be:
accurate: the conditions were certainly not'such as is-conveyed
by the word /‘ famine ’’, but there was &:definite shortage which
caused the price of grain to soar to:three or four' times tha
normal price. - It would: have risen higher:in the town -but for
the sale of imported rice in some guantity by the Native Admi-
nistrations at cost price. - A trade 1n native foodstuffs sprang:up
betwesan the Southern and Northern Provinces, which  also
helped. Fortunately the current séason has been as favourable
as the last one was ynfavourable; and food in' the Northern
~ Provinces is now exceptionally plentiful and cheapi o

70.  In the SBouthern Proviuces an excéptionally light rainfall
this year has caused exceptionally light food ‘crops; but in the
Southern Provinces ‘‘ an exceptionally light -tood crop ** ‘mesns
only that the gross production is & little less' than in a good

vear: it does not mean any serious shortage. : -

N P N o . N < 1 ' .
NS pir o # b b ety i o e
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271, Forestry.—The area of Forest Reserves has been' increased
by 903 squdre miiles, making a total of 7940 square miles: In
addition there are areas aggregating 5,487 square-miles “hu,h
have been selected for reservation and are awmtmg' elther settle-
ment, preliminary, or final proolamatlon.f SRt

- 72. The work of -surveying these ‘areas - proceeds slowly on
aecount of -‘the 'unfilled -vacancies in the: staff’: Two'of the.
recently-nppointed officers' have taken a special cvaree in survey
at the Imperial Forestry ‘Institute and it 15 antlr,lpated thut
better progress will result in 1928. -

-78. "Planting for the snpply of timber and plt 'prdps eonﬂnuee :
the" fotal area now planted exceeds 3,200 acres. - ‘At Akilla,
the ‘existing ' plantations have been merenaed durmg -1027 by

108 acres, - thé spevies ‘planted - being - all ‘indigéndus, wiz.,
mahogdny opepe, sida and daburda. : Phe results shown - ‘ut this
plantation are- very grahfymg and B very, valuable estate ‘is
being built up: : ST

74. < 'The export’ trade in mahegany has- been dull A consuier-
able number of defective logs have been shipped- for which there
18 a-poor- demand Whl] t goed qunht‘) logs haVe found & steadg,
market. ' -

“76. " Phere’ is' an- mereasmg demand : for secondary tlmbers,
the: chief - emong' whlch is opepe whlch is: bemg used in the
plywood trade. * - ' Pl

78. The’ llcences for tlmbel' concessions- now amount to 101
whllst applleatlons for new: mneessmus Aare also helng denlt*
w‘rth

17 - Owing tu the low prlee of ruhbel few apphcatlona hme
been recelvef for permits to tap mdlgeneus species but there has
been an increase in the output of the plantation preduct. .

- 78. "The pladting of fuel plantations udjacent to a large towns
is - nttructmg interest and those - elreedy in exisience are -begin-
ning to justify the exvwenditure ‘inourred on them;, and supply a
much-needed want. Twenty aéres: of the Ibadah lantations
were cut over during the year and the crop was all ‘bold” for
house poles:anil fuel at good pnees In addltlon 77 acred of thm
plantatmn were re-stocked. Do

+ 79. " Good reports have been: recewed from the Northern end
Eastern Provinces on: the results of the plantmg ef “attle and
eucalyptua,.- . . . X g

80. - Seeds of H;, Inomrpm i u)htmna were’ planted in various
nurseries and satisfactory results are reported - in ‘respect: to'
their growth. .. The most promising appear to be at S8apoba whe"e
24 acres have been planted out and are- ﬂourlshmg.;: F TR

‘81.: The great importance of this tree is that it produces a
mluahle oil which. ]ms been used suecessfully. in the: onre of
leprosy.. . : I T :

52, an cuqnhleq ha\e heen rerened oohrernln;r ﬁhe suppl\
of gum< large quantities of whu h. are to be found 'inithe.
Northern Provinces, but chiefly 'in the Bornn Province:. At
officer of the T()J'estn Depattment is proceeding to the Soudan,
which hax heen the prmmpal source of the supply of gum arabio,
with a view to ascertnining the methods used in- COllectmg, _
grading and morketing the produce. . It is. hoped thdt the
knowledge so nbtmnnd together with improvement in- transport
facilities in the provinces concerned. will enable a very con-
siderable mdmlrv to he built up in Nigeria.
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.88, - Dring the year two'officers of the department completed
a special course of ‘study in silviculture, which included a tour
in Afndia-,‘ and-returnéd 'to Nigeria ‘in Septemiber. - In addition,
appointments 'have’ besn sanctioned: for three other specialist
officera-in :thé subjects of ‘Forest Enginesring, Forest Utilisation
ahd Wood Seasoning ond Preservation: The services of - such
officers should prove to be:of: great value in’developing the forest -
resources of the country many of which have hardly been touched
up to the present by ‘either the local or the export trades in
such products, " .o o R B

-84. ' During " ‘the ' year ‘two European’ officers ' have been
nppointed to the charge of ‘the Botanic'Gardens at Victoria and
great  improvements have alreéady taken ' place  ‘in ' their
managetoent. -The reports that it is -proposed to issue ‘from
time to:time on the variols exotic and indigenous economic planta
that . are: being 'cultivated there should prove of great interest
to the planters and others concerned with such matters.~ -

856. Mining.—There has been great activity in tinh mining
during the year, the output of coficentrate (containing seventy
per cent. metal) amounting to ‘over 11,000 tons, being a substan-
tial increase over that for 1926.- This is all'the more satisfactory
in that it shows that the recent setback in the price of tin has ha
no appreciable effact on the production.” = L

86. The reduction in the price of Udi coal followlhig the
completion of the Eastern Railway has resulted, as anticipated,
not only in a marked increase in ‘the use of labour-savin
maechinery, but also in the conversion of several plants from oﬁ
to coal, as for example the electric generating station at Ropp. ' -
 87. The enterprising lead given ‘by ‘the Keffi Consolidated
Tin Company, Limited, who were responsible’ for the introduc-
tion of the first steam-shovel into Nigeria, hds been followed by
others, and it is of interest to note that ohe such shovel arscted
by the Nigerian Base Metals Corporation, Liimited is the largest
of its kind. and is- capable of removing overburden at'a
remarkable rate. Drag line excavators are also being utilised
on ground suitable for-their purpoese. ° < = 7T

88. Satisfactory progress is heing made with the construction
of the dam and canal in connection with the Kura Falls Power
Scheme, which will be a valuable nsset to the minesfield on its
complstion. A large dam has alsc been erected during the
year by the Northern Nigeria (Bauchi) Tin Mines, Limited, on
a tributmjr of the N’Qell River, in order to augment the supply

of water for the Kwall I'alis Power Scheme, thus lengthening
" the period wherein cheap electric power is available for mining
" purposes. on the s‘roperty of that compeuy. C
~ 89. As an indication of the expansion of the tin mining
industry, it may be noted that in spite of the continued intro-
duction of machinery, the colonred labour employed is over
5,000 more than that recorded for the previous year, and even
8o the demand would appenr to be in excess of the supply.
- 90. With regard to minerals other than cassiterite there ia
little to record, for the output of gold is at present negligible,
and there is little likelihood of an incrense unless new deposite
are discovered. " o | o
_ 91." lead mining is also in a somewhat stagnant condition,
the output of galena for the year being only about 300 tons,
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two-thirds of which was obtained from the Ameka Mine near
Abakaliki in the Southern. Provinces, while the. balance was
won at Zurnk in Adamawa Provipce. . Other degosits of galena
«re known to occyr ai various :places on the Benue, such ns
Arafu and Akwana, but in view. of the serious fall in the price
of lead, their exploitation on a lurge scale is hardly likely to be
attemapted until the traneport facilities have been - greatly
improved. ‘L o :

92, Karly in the year, the Mines office was removed from
Naraguta to Jos, where it is now incorporated in one building
with those of the Administrative, Survey and Tressury:Depart-
menis. As a yesult, & change in procedure has Leen made in
respect to applications for mining titles; those for areas within
the Plateau Province being now made direct to the Resident,
instead of to the Chief Inspector of Mines, while the priority
nlan, which used to be kept up to date by the Mines Department,
188 now heen taken over by the Survey Department,.

93, The decentralisation of the Mines Department, which
had been under consideration for some time, was sanctioned
towards the end of the year. This step, which had berome
imperative owing to the rapid expansion of the mining industry,
involves an increase in the staff of the Department from seven
to ten and the dividing of the. minesfield into’ four . inain
divisions for purposes of inspection and administration,

94. - The death rate as the result of mining accidents amounta
tn 0.6 per thousand, thus showing a gratifying decrease as com-
pared with that for 1926, though the latter, it should- be
mentioned, was above the normal. It is hoped that when the
raore effective supervision resulting from the decentralisation of
the Mines Department has had time to make itself felt, there will
be a still further reduction in fatal mining accidents.” - '

95. Annual Erports.—The export trade relies mainly upon
certain staple articles all of which are of greal value, and
represent the main sources of the wealth: of the country. - They
are shown in the return hereunder in which the quantity nwd
value exported during the last five years are compnred : -

. . Palm Oil. A ' Paln Kér:,néi:s..

Quantity Yalue Quantity. Vllu!a.
‘Tona, ) ' Tons £
1923 ... e 99,439 2.‘.}8‘1 488 . 243,171 . 3,740,852
1924 ... 127,083 89.4340 . 252 847 4,461,482
1925 ... 128,118 4,166,096 272,926 - 4,931.450
1928 ... ... 113,267 3,616,169 249,100 :  4.440,452
1927 ... 118,305 3617332 . 200,267 - 4,674,101
“Ground Nuts, " : Cb’duai' -
Qusptity, Value. Quantity, - Value,
Tons. ‘ £ Tona, £
1923 22,897 403,058 - 82,821 ' 922,298
1924 78,266 1,461 448 o 37,204 B0 402
192h "127.226 2,394 251 44,75 . 1,483,764
1926 126,799 2,342,739 39,049 1,366,016

1927 90,772 1633896 3952 1908612
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Cotton Liut.. : T R 1R
Quuntity. : e Valus], © Quantiyy. V‘(ValuAe. .
o Uwis, - SR SRR ‘Tons, £
1928 62,701 396,519 8476 1,190,313
1924 92,770 162,427 _ 8,852 1,648,040
1926 182,724 . 797463 - . 9293 b 1,131,678
1026 179,315 LIBZOS0 . 10562 2,317,046
1927 101,854 611,124 10,026 2,403,720

96. 1t will be seen that both pal oil and paltu kernels reached
a high point in tonnage and value and although not quite as
satisfactory ‘as in 1924 and 1920 the quantities were substan-
tially abiove the dverdge {'lor the last six %r seven yeard. The
markot was generally speakiig’ not favourable, prices offered for
the former articld ranging between £20 and £22 per ton, whilé
those for the latter were i the neighbourhood of £14." Cocoh
showed very little increnge on the previous year in ‘spite; of
unifornly good prices. Croundnuts showed a falling off of
over 30,000 tons #g conipared with last year. For this there are
two reasons the first being that ‘pricés were so low that the
producer beyond a certain distance from the markets found it
an unprofitable proposition owing to the heavy cost of animal
transport, and tﬁe second that owing tc a general shortage of
local foodstuits d fairly large proportion of t%‘\e crop passed into
local consumption. Cotton lint showed a sorewhat disappointing
fall, whick can be attributed to much the sanme causes, but in
the figures for tin ore there is a record which gives an indication
of the flourishing state of this industry. In the trade in hides
and sking, improved methods of preparation have resulted in
greatly increased prices an. the extent of the trade can be
gathered from the following comparative table:—

1925. 1926, 1927.
Cattle hides 1b, ... ... 7,294,903 6,267.089 - 8,326,075
Sheep Skins ,, .. ... 260,422 £05,426 637,818

Gont Skins .. ... .. 3,043,302 3,628,248 3,206,836

IV.—-TRADE AND COMMERCE.

97. Trade.—~The total value of the trade of Nigeria (includ-
ing specie) during the year was as follows: —

£
Tmport ... 15,341,000
Export ... .. . . . 16,312,000
£31,663,000

an incrense of seven hundred and sixteen thousand pounds
sterling on the trade of the previous year. The value of the
transit trade (i.e., goods passing through the inland waters of
Nigeria to and from French territory) was slightly over £19,000
a gecreae of over £600. :

08. Commercial imports, excluding specie, were valued at
£12,352,000 an increase of over five per cent, compared with
the previous year, while commercial exports at £15,647,000
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showed a- 8light decrease. Importsof specie amounted to
£1,195,000 compared with £836,000 in the previous year,
wherens exports at £6567,000, were approximately the same
as in 1026. o s

99. : The United Kingdom accounted for 53.5 per cent. of the
total trade compared with 53.7 per cent. for the previous year,
imports at sixty-twy per cent. showing a decline of 1.1 per cent.
and exports at 46.6 per cent, a decline of 22.2 per cent. The
United States of America with ten per cent. of the trade showed
an incrense of 28,2 per cent. but,Germany with 16.5 per cent.
showed a decrease of .03 per:cent. With the exception of the
cplonies in British West Africa therg is no trade with any part
of the British Empire _except through tlie Unitcd Kingdom and
to a small extent with Canada through the United States of

America. o T »
- 100.° From the figures given in the following return it. will
be seen that the import trade was maintained at a high lavel,
and fell short only by a comparatively 'small sum of the value
for 1926 which at that time was considered more than usually
Infge. On the other hand, the value of the export trade though
not by any means unsatisfactory did not reach gh&point touched
in the two previoug Jeaiﬂs,i but as a whole the figures can, how-
ever, be taken to indicate steady progress and a genuine veturn
after various disappointments to settled commerce.
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20 ('OLONTAL REPORTS-—ANNUAL.

101. The principal articles of the import trade are vigarettes,
cotton piece goods, kerosene, kola nuts, petrol, provisions, salt,
gpirits (gin), tob «cco unmanufactured, und the statistics for the
last five vears shows stendy “expansion; The consumption ot
cigarcties has now reached o point which it might almost be
thoughi cannot be exceeded and yet there 15 no donbt that it
will 1ncrease hy twenty-five per cent. within the next few years.
It would not have been uureasonable: to assume that the
cigareite hnbit would have affected adversely the trade in
leaf 1obaceo, but the quantity of the latter article imported last,
vear was well above the average and catinot but be considered
to point to a state of goneral prosperity. The same may be
said of another lusury article, gin, which in spite of the almont:
prohibitive rate of duty showa mportations a{}ove the average.
Of the cther main articles of imports, it will cause no surprise
to find that petrol supplies exceeded three million gallons-—hy
far the highest quantity .yet imported in a year—and theie 15
little doubt but that this fignre will be considered more or less
imgignificant in ten years time. Iwported provisions remained
about the same as in the two previous years, but votton piece.
gocds nlmost reached the 1926 level, while the importation of,
sall showed substantial increase and the trade in kola nuts
improved. With regard to- the sources of ‘these supplies:
cigarettes, cotton piece goods and salt come from the Unitel
Kingdom. [P’rovisions also come chiefly from the United King-
dom but practically all of the salt fish comes from (ermany
and Norway and the trade in this commedity 1s a large and
growing one. Kerosene, petrol and tobacco unmanufactured
come from the United States of Ameriea, koln nuts from the
Gold Coast Colony and spirits (gin) from Holland chiefly.
There secms to be no reason why British Empire fish should not
compete with the countries mentioned above for the local market
in dried and salted fish, and there should be an opening for
more trade in British motor- cars, ete., but in this respect:
British companies have improved their position considerably
during the last few years, . = :
102, Approximately fifty per cent. of the palm oil exported:
went lo the United Kingdom, twenty-five per cent. to the
United States of America, ten per cent. to Italy and the
remainder divided between (termany,' France, Holland and
Belgium. With regard to palm kernels almost all went to the.
United Kingdom and Germany, each taking about fifty per
cent. and forty-five per cent. respectively. Iun pre-war vears
(Fermany took something like seventy-five per cent. of the
kernels exported aud each year since 1920 she has taken a
larger percentnge. All of the tin ore and over ninety-five per
cent, of the cotton went to the United Kingdom. The hides and
skins were taken by the United Kingdom and Frunce in abont
equal vroportions and roughly twenty per cent. of the total
- was distributed between Germany, United States of America,

Belginn, Ttaly and Holland. The coroa was divided hetween
the United Kingdoni, [Tnited States of America, Holland and.
(isrmany, about thirty per cent. going to United States of:
America, and sixty per cent. almost evenly divided between the
others. About sixty per cent. of the groundnuts went to
Germany, twenty per cent. to France, ten per cent. to the
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United Kingdom and the balance to Holland, Belgium, Italy
and Spain. B : o ’

V.—COMMUNICATIONS,

103. Harbours; Creeks and Rivers.—Navigahle conditions on
Fiagos Bar und in the entianee channels remained satisfactory and
showed little change during the year under review. The official
dranght of twenty-five feet was raaintained throughout but no
instance oceurred of any vessel taking advantage of this
draught. The usun] maintenance work on the moles was carried
out by the Harbour Works Department and, the West Training
Bank was extended hy ninety feet,. The Lady Cliford has been
employed dredging on the Fastern 8pit, and 1n the Commodore,
Biuce and Pool Channels as circumatances required, though her
efforts were concentrated on the Spit when weather conditions
were favourable.  Only very slight changes have taken place in
the contour of the Kastern Spit, the seawards end oF which
remains practically unchunge(f: Inside  the harbour, dvedging
operntions were carried out by the Sandgrouse, Chuld, Queen
Mary, Mole and Whitworth, the latter. being a pontoon grab

dredger acquired during the year frys; Messrs, Armstrong.
Whitworth and, Company. As a result of these operations, the
draught at the Customs Wharf and af Nos. 1, 2 and 3 in'my
berths was incrensed to twenty-four feet and the depth at the
downstream berths at the Ijora or Iddo coal wharf, whers con-
siderable silting ha?l.{opcurred, was increased to eighteen feet,
i.e,, the authorised draught. The .resultant spoil has been
itilised in connection:with the various reclamation schemes in
- progress during the year, i.e,, the Ebute Metta-Apapa railway
track, the Alakoro embaymant, at Apapa dockyard hehind Noa.
2 an 3 berths; and on the site of the R—[arbour Engineer’s new
Depot between Apapa and Ebute Metta. . The spoil ex The Lady
Clifford was dumped st sea with the exception of a small pro-

ortion discharged into barges and pumped ashore ex Romulus.
Part of the spoll ez Queen Mary wag dumpad up Badegry Creck
as it was unsuitable for reclamation purposes. This is an
unsa*isfactory, procedure but unavoidable under the conditions
prevailing. o S

104. At DPort Harcouxt, the sacand instalment of ocean
wharfage was completed and handed over on August 1st. The
new wharf is 870 feet long with an upstream extension of 105
feet suitable for small oraft. It is anticipated that the first
portion of the new coaling berth will be ready by about March-
of 1928, but the electric power vequired for this installation
will not be available hefere the end of the year. s

105. The usual quarterly surveys of Lagos Bar and Entrance
have been carried out and plotted in conjunction with those
made by the Harbcur Engineer’s Departinent, soundings for the
latter being taken between the moles only. A survey of the
ocean steamer route from Rawson Creek near Forcados to Sapele
was made during the year, thus completing the surveys of
stenmer routes between Forcados and Burutu, Warri, Koko and
Sapele.  The Admiralty are producing a new chart of this area
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from: the information supplied to them. A minor survey of;
Onyn Crossing on the Niger was carried ont in the interests of
inland water shipping. gl‘hia crossing is near the junction of
the Forcados and Nun branches of the River.

106. An exceptionally large wate»way programme has been
dealt with during the yedr. The latmeh routes from Lagos to
Sapele and throughout the Delta have been cleared and kept
open’ to navigation. ‘Clearing parties have ilso been employed
at various periods of the year on the following waterways:—

' ~ Creeks in the Sudd Region. —~ -+ = .

The Niger ‘River and its tributaries, | -
" The Ometun, Anambra, N’doni and Kiagbodo Creeks.

The Warri-Koko' Créek route nnd the Koko Canal,

The Ogba Creek. ' ~ =~ =~

Bubara ‘Rupids 81 the middle Niger.

Tino and Azumini Rivers, -

Qua Ibo, Enyong, Bansara und Cross Rivers.

. - Mungo and Meme Rivers in the Cameroons Province,
Inspections have also' been carried out of the Oshun, Yemoji
and Ibu Rivers in otder to estimate the possihilities of clearing
these rivers at a later 'date. o :

107. The coastal buoys and thosé marking navigable chan-
nels in the harbours mnd estuaries were efficiently maintained
throughoit thé year, nio instance having occurred of any buoy
‘being reported as out of position. ‘The Calabar Light Buoy was
extinguished for'a few days owilig t6'a  mechanical defect, and
the Bonny Light Buoy was fouled and damaged by the Spanish
steamer 7'eresa Taya -on’ October Tth. Tt was temporarily
re-lighted by the Pathfinder two days later and replaced by a
new buoy on October 16th. There aré now sixty-seven buoys
and fourteen beacons maintained by the Marine gepartment as
aids to navigation besides the three long-range light buoys.

108. 'The lights on the coust including those in the British
Cameroons were well maintained and the lighthouses kept iu
good repair:’ The new automatic ' light installed at Cape
Nachtigal during the year had proved of great assistance to
mariners, A similar ‘installation for Cape Debundscha is
shortly -expeoted from England and should be operating early
next year. T T |
- 109. Mail and transport services were maintained regularlv
by Government craft on the following routes:— ok

Lagos to Sapele and Forcados. I

Port Harcourt to Opobo. - - .

Port Harcourt to Degema and Brass. _ 8
The Baro-Lokojn-Onitsha service was taken over by the Niger
Company during the year. The low water service an the Cross’
River between Itu and Tkom run in confiection with Messys.
lilder Dempster and Company’s service has run satisfactorily.
A second ferry stenmer for the Lagos-Apapa ferry service
arrived out 1 June and has pioved of great value as a relief
vessel. The transport of coal for (lovernment Departments.
from Port Harcourt to Lagos and to the outstations, Forcados,
Cﬁﬂabar and Victoria was maintained, satisfactorily throughout
the year. . _ ' ’ o

110. _Shiggi_ng_,—-nc%ula;‘ mail, passenger and eargo services
were maintained .throughout the year betweep the Unifed King-
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dom and Nigerian ports, and also’ between C(untinental® nnd
American ports and Nigerin, Mesers. Elder Dempster and
Company, ]I:imited,- hold the bulk of the shipping, but many
other .firms run regulat soérvices, amongst' them. being the.
American West Africa Line, John Holt and Company, Limited,
African and Eastern Trade Corporation Limited, Helland West
Africa Line, Woermann Linie and allied Companies, Chargeurs
Reunis French Steamship Line; Frassinet Fabre Line, Roma
Societa di. Navigazione, ' and: Italian:‘Weat’ Africa (Congo)
Line—Navigazione. Libera - Triestinai | The total :toiinage: ‘of
cargo landed and shipped was 1,215,000 ns  compgred with
1,189,000 last year., ’llile number of vessels. which  entered and
cleared was 1,473 as against 1,240 in 192G., 1 = |

111. Railways.—The railway is divided into two rcutes.
The western, with its terminus at Apapa and Iddo, comprises a
main line from Lagos (Apnpa and Iddo Stations) to Kano,
a distance of 705 mﬁes from the coast, through the important
towns of Abeckuta (served by Lafenwa station on the main fine),
Ibadan, Ilorin, Oshogho, Minna, Kadunn, Zaria; a branch line
connects Zaria with' Jos which is the junction for the line from
Port Tlarcourt. The gauge of the Zaria-Jos branch is two feet
six inches, that of thé remainder of the Iine three feet six inches.
Baro on the Niger River js served by a line (111 miles) branch-
ing from' the main lins ‘at’ Minna, &nd forms a port for, import
and export traffic. The easterp route, runming from Port
Harcourt .on the“Bonny- Estuaiy,' effebts. 4 ‘julictionwith the
western 'line -at' Kaduuw' o distonce of #5606 miles ' from Port
Harcourt, : From Kafahchan: a -f’connebtin']g"} line runs to Jos,
an important centre in connection with ' ‘the !Tin, Mining
Industry.  Jos, 'the centre of the industry,’ is now' brought
within 521 miles of the coast at Port Harcourt as compared with
a distance of 761 miles via Znria to Jiagos. The immediate
result of the opening of :this route‘'has been to rednce the price
of coul delivered at Bukurit from Enugu to forty shillings and five
Yence per ton against eighty-nine shillings via Zaria and the’

Jauchi light railway and also to effect large rediictions in the
ratl freiggt on tin, machinery, provisions, ‘etc,” The Up Boat
Express now works through to Jos »ie Kaduna ‘and Kafhrchan,
a (ﬁstance of 740 miles a# compared with the old route of 761
miles, the time occupied being reduced by two and & half hours.,
Enugu station, which serves the con) fields, is sitynted 151
miles from Port Harcourt.: DR N st -]
. 112, A broad gauge branch line fromm Zaria té Kawra-Na-
moda is now under construction, approxinntely 145 miles in
the direction of Sokoto; ruil head ha_tfreached eighty-one miles.
from Zaria in December. This line will traverse a well-popus’
lated area with at posaibilities for development, and it is
auticipated it will be open for traflic about October, 1928. ' An
extension is also under construction from Kano towards Hadeiju,
100 miles, and a branch line 1y being built from Tfo-ldogo
(twenty-four miles); it 18 expected that the latter should be open
for traflic about June, 19¢8, and about fifty miles of the former
in Oclober, 1928. o
113. The gross earnings during the financinl year ended
3lst March, 1927, were £2,386,011, the highest figure recorded
in the history of the railway, and the gross working expenditure
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£1,418,625, making the net receipt £977,386. The total num.
ber of passengers cartied was 2,621,432, an increase of 208,319
over the number carried the previous year; and the tonnage of
goods and minerals hauled was 948,304 tons, an increase of
151,026 tons over the previous year’s tonnage. :

114. The estimated revenue for the calendar year is placed
at £2,332,160 and the npproximute expenditure at £2,313,644.
which includes eontribution to Renewals’ Fund, interest charges
and the cost of departmental services, pensions, etc.

116. There are now 178 stations open :for traffic:—

- Western Division . 10
Northern Division ... - 1
Eastern Division e e ... 61

178

116. The Transportation Department is under the control of
the Superintendent of the Line, with headquarters at Ebute
Metta (a suburb of Lagos). He is assisted by two Assistant
Superintendents of the Line, one for traffic operation and com-
mercial matters, and one for locomotive working, The line is
divided into three divisions, each in charge of a Divisional
Super(iintendent, assisted by Assistant Divisjional Superintendents
as under:-— |

Western Division.~—Idde, Apapa to Zungeru.

Northern Division.——North of Zungery to Kano (includ-
ing Baro Branch and also the Bauchi - Light
Railway).

Eastern Division.—ort Harcourt to Jos and Kaduna
Junction. ’

117. A motor transport service is running in the Zaria and
Sokoto Provinces, mainly between Zaria and Gusau. This
service comprises modern lorries and is augmented by roadless
track vehicles which are being worked experimentally on behalf
of the Emﬁire Cotton Growing Corporation (to whom they
beloni. The motor service will move further afield as the
branch Railway Line opens operations between Zaria and Gusau.

118. Roads and Dridges.—Approximately 8,000 miles of
motor road ure maintained by the Public Works Department.
These roads are surfaced with laterite or similar gravel except
in the Delia Provinces where they are mainly ‘' earth ’’ roads.
To cope with the increasing motor traffic the Lagos-Ihadan,
Ibadan-1lesha and a few other roads have been widened. About
thirty miles of stone metalled and tarred surfacing has already
been laid on the Lagos-Abeokuta road and it is proposed to extend
this method of construction. Localities where suitable atone is
available are however limited, and as transport will in many cases
prove prohibitive the problem of satisfactorily maintaining the
more important roads in Nigeria is likely to be one of some
difficulty. The existing roads will withstand reasonable traffic
throughout the year but heyoud certain traffic limits deteriora-
tion is rapid and maiutenance practically impossible, Limita-
tion of axle loads and spesds nnd the use of pneumatic tyres may
mitigate the trouble, and the development of multi-whecled
vehicles or of ‘‘ road-trains ’’ may provide a solution.
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- 119, la addition to the Public Works Department rouds, tue
Native Administration have constructed and maintained .o very
considerable mileage of ronds which are serviceable -for motor
traflic in the dry seuson. T C -
120, New bridges are designed: to withstund -heavy traffic,
apdd the older bridges on all lnportant routes haveé been or are
being reconstructed. . o - L
© ‘121, The special road progranime inaugurated on the instrug-
tions of His Xixcellency has been well advunced, - The work already
in _hand involves about ‘680 miles of road of which about 29u
miles have been completed during the year. In addition about
740 miles of road survey has been completed. S
© 122 Road works under construction include the Rigachikun-
Jos rond (163 miles), Funtua-Yashi. road (76 miles), Bida.
Zungeru road (B6 1niles); Abakaliki-Ogoja - road (60 miles),
Uturkpo-Katsina Ala road (91 miles), Share-j ebba road (30 miles),
Ara-1jero road (9 miles) and Ilugun-Olokemeji rond (16 miles).
The Jemua-Jagindi road (16 miles) and the Ondo-Agbabu road
(40 miles) have heen completed. All these road works involve
numerons bridges of considerable size. RTINS :
123. Work on the Wudyl Bridge over the Challowa River in
Knno Province is well advanced. The two abutments and four
piers are completed and the steel work for the one-166 foot and
seven-100 foot spans is now being delivered epnd assembled.
Work has been commenced on the long embankment and two
reinforced concrete pile bridges (with spuns totalling 643 feet)
over the Misau River in Bauchi Province. Arrangeménts have
been mode. for bridging the Imo River .in Owerri Province with
a reinforced conerete pile bridge of 426 feet total span. 'I'his
bridge with its new appreach roads will establish direct road
communication between Port Harcourt and Aba and the Calabar
Province. o , o
124. Bridges on the Kaduna-Zarin road (62 miles) will
shortly be completed, when this recently-made road will be .
thrown open to general traffic. The work includes three 100-
feet span bridges. - S - S
125. Replacement of the old bridges on the Abeo_kut-a-fje_bui;
Qde road, on the Ibadan-Ife road and on portions of the Oshogbo-
Benin road und of miror bridges on other roads is berug
undertaken. = : e L e
126. ‘The services of the Posts and Telegraphs Department
continue to expand in all directions, Increases ranging from
seven per cent. to as much as fifteen per cent. are shown ‘in the
net revenue, telegrams, postal orders, and sale of stamps. The
raising of the limit of weight for parcels to 22lb. has evidently
been appreciated, judging by the mail increuses shown
in the numbers of parcels received over the former 11lb., limit
of weight, - The Money Order business has received a very much
needed fillip by the reduction of commission rates; it is however
ton soon to express an opinion as to the effect of this reduction
on the volume of orders issued. New postal telegraph offices
have been opened nt Fide, Ife, Ondo, Imo River, and Damaturu,
n departmental post office has been opened at Ashaka whilst
postal ageucies lhave - bheen eatablitﬂled' at Gudi, Lafia,
Kafanchan, Ikirun, Okrika, Abak and Ohafia. Increasing use
is being made of motor transport, the principal contracts entered
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into during- the year being for the conveyance of mails between
Enugu and Abakaliki, Oron and ket aid Jos and Maiduguri.
During 1927 a contract wus entered into with the Niger Company
for transport of mails on the Niger River between Burutu und
Baro. Telegraph construction has. continued, in spite of staft
difficulties; throughout the y- Tr on the Zarin-Gtusnu Railway;
“other coustruction works completed during the year were I e
Ife-Oshogbo and Akwe-Onda lines, . The wireles: receiving sets
working nt Kaduna-and Lagous hmo been used ux(luswatv for
“ Rugby "’ newa and:for the greater part of the year k:"ie given
satisfactory results, the failures in almost overy. case bung- dua
to atmospherical conditions,

127, + A Government Savings I’-dnk is worked and (:Ontrolled
I)y the Posts and Telegraphs Department and it is pieasing to
find that during 1927 the number of new. accounts has steadily
increased. At the same time the number and amount of with.
drawaly have also increased. Iewer nccounts were closed durin
the year than for some voars past. An additional savings bnnE
office was opened at Umualnu bringing the total number of
ofﬁces up to thlrty . _ .

- V1IL—JUSTICE, POLICE, AND PRISOXNS.

128, - Legislation.—The West African Frontier Force Reserve
Ordmance (No. 5 of 1927) repeals Chapter 38 of the Laws and
re-enacts it substitutmg 8 wilar  provisions' with certain
modifications,

129. The Motor Trafic Ordinance (No. 10 of '1927) repeals
Chapter 109 of the Taws and re-enacts it g ng wider and
clearer provisions in regard to motor traffic in Nigerio.

130. The Yoisotis and Pharmacy Ordinance (No. 156 of 1927%
repeals Chapter 50 of the laws and replaces Parts I and 1
thernof by other provisions.

131. }:lle Dangerous Drugs Ordmnm‘e (No. 1() of 1927) re-
enacts Part IT of Chapter 50 of the Laws and substitutes other

rovisions in regard to dangelous drug's 111 order to comply with
})ntelnntlonal onvention.

132. The Roads and Rivers (Repeal) Ordinance (No. 18 of
1927) repeals Chapter 107 of the })'ms with effect from the
st Aprllp 1928, the date upon which it is proposed that direct
taxation shall become general throughout Nigeria
- 133, The German Missions (Repeal) Ordinance (No. 21 of
1927) repeals Ordinance No. 10. of 1926 to enable (German
Missions who have returned to the scene of their former acti-
vities to recoven posscssion of their progeltv .

134. The Income Tnx Ordinance (No. 23 of 1927) provides
for the levy and collection 6f & tax nssessed upon the estimated
chargeable income p-ayable annually by every adult (male) person
resident in the Colony, with cffect from the Ist April, 1928.

135. Police.~—In the. Northern Provinces with the exception
of the patlols mentioned belou the Torce has been nccupied
mostly in the more purely police duties of prevention and detee-
tion of crime, the provtsmn of escorts where ‘hecessary, and
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ospecially in the Townships, the many other duties of police,
Patrols in which police huve been enguged are as follows:; —

Adamawa Province e 2
Benue Province ... 1

136. The establishment of Kuropean Officers of the 1'orce has
now two vacancies. The rank and file is up to strength; and
the improvement and expunsion of o Central Recruits’ Training
Depot is making n ‘yoticedlile effect in the increased efficiency
of the Force. Permanont Larracks for the Kano I’olice Detach-
ment have been completed during the year,

137. The Rdilway Police lletachment hias been incrensed in
strength during the year on account of the ndditional duties
imposed upon them by the completion and opening to ordinary
traffic of the line Makurdi-Jos-Kaduna Junction,

138. Crime in those areas of the Northern Provinces in which
police are occupied, is normal. The amount of serious crime
18 small, although it should here be obaerved that signs are not
lacking of a tendency on the part of those enguged in the making
or uttering of counterfeit roin, to extond their uctivities inw
the southern portions of the Northern Provinces,

139. 1In the Scuthern Provinces the atate of erime has heen
normal during the year and nothing of outstanding importunce
in this respect has occurred.

140, In January last, the duties of Preventive Service on
the Eastern Frontier were taken over by the police from the
Customs Department which had hitherto undertaken this work,
The Force consists of one Assistant Commissioner of Police and
sixty-seven rank and file and op-rates along the border frosa Tiko
up as far as Fontem. A series of smull Preventive pos-ts have
been established at intervala hetween these points. The distunce
requiring supervision on this Frontier is much nrger th o that
~on the Western Frontier and the difficuities experienced in
dealing with smuggling are greater, owing (o the lly umture
of the ground, the [rge expanse of water in the Mungo Hiver
and the numerous creeks near the coust line, all of which
features afford considerable facilities to smugglers and render
the work of the police correspondingly arduous. Conadersble
progress has been made dumng the vear nnd the police heve
carried out their duties very satisfactorily in the eircumstances

141. Tn April tho two new offices of Senior Commimioner of
Police were created in order to relieve the Inxpector-Greneral of
a certnin nmount of routine work and reaponsibility which contd
reasonably le delegated to a senior officer. Cousequently t..
Southern Police Force has been divided into two areas, earh
in charge of n Senior Commissioner of Police. Oune Benior
Commissioner has charge of all police in the provinees west of
the Niger, and the other has charge of all in the piovinces
enst of the Niger. o

142. In view of thse approaching institution of taxation
in the Southern Provinces, an inerease of H00 raunk aund e
was granted during the vear, ns a temporary measurs, and the -
have heen distributed throughout the provincea s that a mobuie
body of men should be in repdiness shoald any cmergency arise.
This additional force will" gradually be ahsorbed into the
authorised establishment or reduced in number periody .liy
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according 3 they can be dispensed with. Thus the bpeuul
Police, us such, will eventually disuppear.  About one half of
the total number granted has already been enlisted mul is in
training,

I3, During the month of beptemhm lhe political situation
i Wairi became very unsatisfactory owing to o variely of

causes, A patrol was sanctioned and opvmh':l there for u periad
of nearly tﬁ iee months.  The patrol, whiele consisted of four
ofticers and about 200 men, succeeded in bringing the pm\'mu- |
buck to o state of normality at the close of the year.

144, Two escorts operated during the year in the Ogoja
Province. The first of these was sanctioned owing to o long-
standing dispute between the people of Ogada amf Apinmmpum
over the respeetive houndaries of their lands, The dispule
resulted in litigation which was finally settled, when the full
Court dismissed au appeal brought by the people of Ogada aguinsi
Apinmpum. Tt remained to demarcate the boundary according
to the decision of the Court, and for this purpose an P%om‘l -
necompnnied the District Ofiicer on the 22nd Mareh. No sevious
apposition was encountered and the escort withdvew on the I2th
April, when the demarcation of the boundary was completed,
The secand escort in the Ogoja Provinee was also due to a lund
dispute, this time between the towns of Igbo-Lmabar and Assigo.
No resistance was offered, |

M. LPrisons.—The daily average prison population in the
Northern Provinces remains much as it was dnring 1926, namely
715 that year and 762 for this year to dale.  Prisoners are
employed ~principally on siutien labour as required by the
Magistrato and the heelth authorities.

146. Of i Inprovements and extensions to prison accowmadation
completed during 1927 the mest noteworthy are the construction
and furnishing of an lufivmiary Ward for Jos Prisou, and the
completion at Kaduna Prisoun of two Dblocks of permanent
buildings containing respectively six eells for males and four
for females,  Other minor tmprovements have heen carried out
both at Kaduna and Maiduguwri Prisons,

147, Prison nul\htnes have naturally their principal centre
at Kaduna Prison, which is the largest of the convict t gaols in the
Northern Provi muw, where the clrief indastries ave tailoring, boot

repairing und the manufacture of ceve furniture. A certuin
mnount of work for the general publie is also undertsd\on by tllo
Kaduua Prison Printing Press,

L8, T the Southern Provitees good progress has been made
in_the re-building of the Porr Hareowrt and Enugu conviet
prisons, I addiGon to the vonufacture of tlie bricks used iu
the vew butdding-, the entive consiyaetion is being earried out
L conviet labour,

149, The stone-hreaking lndn<try, commenced in the Lagos
priseve i o <madl way tllll!?i',: 1926, hus developed (‘()Ihldomhl\
and inoaddition to cupplying o useful form of hinrd labour is
by [nr-fiiu];lr',

G0 Frosg the st November, 1927, the mmpletc output of
vod Turnitune lliil(lt' in the Lugos prison cavpenter shop has
been handed over to the Publie Works Department for issue
tu tlw rew housces, S
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151. It 1s_sutisfuctory to note thut though great difbicul v
“is experienced in recruiting a suitable type of wardey theie by
heeu n murked improvement in the discipline of the priseuery,

152," The daily average number of prisoncis in the Suuthea
Provinces for the period st Junuary, 1927, to 30ith Nwvewle |
1927, was 7,498 which is the highest duily average on recond, 1
is expected that when the figures are available for the full yea
the daily average will exceed 7,500, " | o |

VII.—PUBLIC WORKS.

153, Public Works—1t is estimuted that the total espenditar:
by the Department for the year ending Mureh SIst 1928 wil
be about £1,910,000 as compuared with nn expenditmie o
£1,230,000 for the vear ended Mareh 31st 1927, The vypendi.
ture shows a notable incrense for the sccond vear in survcesina
and is well distributed over roads, building works awd sprecir
works—water, electric light cte,

164. TWater Supplies.— The Port Hurcowrt suppiy scheme b
heen completed.  Work on the Tjebu-Ode seleme 'lma pade g
progress; the collecting gallevies and service resesvoir trapaciiy
230,000 gallons) have heen completed and work on the pumping:
plont, mains and street fonntuins is well in hand. |

155. At Kaduna the intake tower in the Raduns River 1
completed, Work on the intake tunnel and clear water resersoi:
1s woll in hand and work on the sedimentation basin and pum .
well has been commenced. Work on the schewme for supplying
uw part of the town of Thadan has made good progress, the ‘mmp
ing plant has been installed and the pumping wain Lsd, A
CAba the well has been ecomplefed and the puping plae
installed. Work on the steel storuge tank, wiuins pad st
fountaivs is in hand. | |

166. Construction of the Kano scheme s «till i abevanee
the Constilting Engineevrs having decided o sod ont nne o
their partners to make an investigation of local eanditing. s
the Challowa River duriug the dry seaxon. |
167, Electric Light and Power.— Conswmption i i
bothh of power and light, shows a gratifying tucreass anyd 1he
estimgte for the financal year will certainly be exeeeded. The
plant for the Port Marconrt scheme is now yeady for shipment
and work on the buildings and distvibution has been stunted
The propossls for the Kaduna selieme met with the e al
approval of the Consulting Engineers and ordevs for the plosi
will shortly he given. o

168, Building Waork. Hispitals— The Fneopeoy oegeit sl
and Siaters’ Quaviers af Fnnga,  the Medieal Stme at Laes,
the Quarantine Stalion al Apapa and the Furopen Mo ot o
Jog were completed.  Good progress Las been aade o fhaee
blacks of the African Hospital, Tagos, and work on tle follov e
is well in hand:~-

169, Additions to Buvopean and Afrvican Hospitals Radus,

AMfrican  Hospital, Abn, Knauo Native Hospital, Tofeetien:
Diseases Wospital, Tnugn and the extension of the Aican
Hospital, Calabar, : e
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160. Government  Quarters.. The housing programme for
1926-27 comprised 136 quarters for KEuropeans and 303 for
Africans, There was some delay in the final selection of
certain sites but the work as approaching completion. The 1927-
28 programme of sixty-one Kuropean and ninety-five African
quarters is well advanced.. - - | | ;

161. Police Barracks.—Work on the following has been
completed.-—Iddo, Oke Suna: (L.agos), Calabar and Enugu
Barracks,

162. Miscellaneous Buildings. The following office buildings
were completed.—Public Works Office, Lages; Provincial Head-
quariers Office, Police ' Office and Publlc Works Office and Store
at Makurdi, Post Offices, Oturkpo and Abeokuta. Work on the
following is in hand, lLands Office, T.agos; Ilaro Court House;
Divisional Office, Oturkps; Provincial Office, Nassarnwa, Kano,
Two Rest Fouses at Kaduna and n Rest House at Abeokuta
were completed. Work on the Governor’s Residence at Kaduna,
two Rest Houses at XKano, W.A.F.F. Mess and Bulldings,
Kaduna, and a further extensioti‘to the Veterinary Establishinent
at Vom 1s in hand, | o ' '

163. Contrget Work.—Thé policy of letting contracts for
building work has been further extended, such work including
the Medical Store, the Oke Sunn Police Barracks and the new
Lands Office in Lagos and Rovernment Quarters in Lagos and
elsewhere. e R S

164, Harbours, Rivers, Creeks, Lagos Harbour.—Navigable
conditions, both inside and outside the harbour, continue to show
improvement and the navigable draught of twenty-five feet has
been well maintained throughout the eéntrance to the Harbour,
The extension of the troining ‘bank has been continued with
antisfactory results.” The necessary replenishment and wmain-
tennnce of the moles has been carried out. A portion of the
eastern shore of the laghon along the Marina is being repaired
and revefted on lines which should improve the flow of water in
the navigable channels. : :

165. The new wharf with four berths and sheds at Apapa
has been completed and is in full ‘working under the adminis-
tration of the Railway. - Coaling and ‘refitting berths for the
Marine Department at Apapa are nearing completion.

166, The preliminary investigations is connection with the
new Carter Bridge were completed and the design is in progress
of preparation. The reclamation of the Alakoro embayment has
heen commenced so as to be completed by the time the erection
of the new bridge i3 commenced. = - ' :

167. The Aro Quarry has continued to supvly the stone
necessary for Harbour Works, Railway and- Public Works
Dep ::tment’s requirements. o : '

168. Railway Ports, Port Harcourt.—The second instalment
of riverside wharfage has heen completed during the year. ‘This
gives a total deep water berthage of 1,920 feet exclusive of two
boat landing stages one at either end of berthage. The construe-
tion of a third single-storey transit shed to serve the abova
berthage, 820 feet' long by 90 feet wide, has been ommenced
during the vear and good progress made. |

169. The erection of new coaling herth comprising 2,500 tons
storage bunker and electrically-driven conveyor helt ‘Joading
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machinery is nearing completion, i A beginning has also been
made with the retainihg bank. in ‘connection with dredging
of the southern extremity and reclamation in connection with
traders’ waterside plots at the northern or upstrean. extremity
of the POI‘t. L i : cae I R o o S

et e mepng

B - VIIT..PUBLIC HEALTH. - R
170. There has again this vear been & noticeable absence of
any serious outbreak of epidemic relanpsing fever and cerebro-
spinal meningitis. Mild outbreaks of relapsing: fever were
reported in the Ondo Province early in the year and a limited
number of cases occurred in the Plateau: Province in August
and September. There was a slight incrense.in the number :of
cases in the Platean D’rovince in October and a further out-
yreak has heen reported fram Abinsi in.the Benue Province,
Fhe outbreaks have been wild in type.. -, . -
171. Small outbregks of cerebro-spinal meningitis were
reported from Yvola, Munshi nand Kane Provinces  in the
Northern I'rovinces, Smallpox has been prevalent.all the year
in the Ncrthern DIrovinces, outbreaks :eing reported . fy;‘om
Kano, Zar.a, Plateau, 'Bauchi, Yola and Kabba Provinces.
Vaccination _continues to he nctively :pusheil as a preventative
against smallpox and a specinl vaccination cempaign under a
medical off.cer has been started in the Plstenu Provinece, . -
172, During the year cases of yellow fever. were: reported
from Lagos, Badagry and Yaba. The Rockefeller Yellow Fever
Commission are still vigorously pursuing their investigations'on
this disease. Plague continved in epidemic. form in Lagos. :in
the Ijebu I’rovince the disease appears to be gradually bein
oradicated. In Lugos the numberof coses slow y_decreaaed_tiﬁ
July, when there™was a sli It incresse, up.to: Qctober, when the
cnses again showed a decrcase. This .ise and fall corresponded
with the percentage of infected rats cavight. Most of the cases
were of the hubonic type but a few pneumon':. cesos occurredi
The Special Plague Stnff has been. vigorevuy carrying out the
recominendations of Sir EdwardeThornton throughout the year
and in Lagos the deratting of the :less congested parts of the
town has been completed, only the amall congested area having
still to be dealt wifh.. On the mainland the deratting of Ijebu
(Ode Town has been completed.and the larger outlving towns in
Ijebu Province are now being dealt: with, . .. -~ . -
173. The work on the investigation of the tsetse fly and try-
panesominsis has heen:icontinued and good progress‘is being
‘made in clearing heavy undergrowth of the river banks. The
staff has lbeen augmented by the addition of three travelling
Sleeping Sickness Medical Officers whose duties atre to visit the
infected areas and treat the patiefits in their -homes and it'is
hoped by this means o gel in touch with many who would not -
Ijebu Province are now being dealt with. - ' :

ES

" [X.—EDUCATION. o
174. In the Northern Provinces the demand: for education
is growing steadily, Notall the 1equesta for elementary schools
made by various Native Administrations can be met, but when-
ever it has been possible to provide adequate native teachers
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new schools have been opened. The policy of refusing to open
schoals, ‘unless sufficient supervision by Kurcpenn officers of the
Department can be given, is continued, Twenty-four new.
schools including two crafts schools have been stavted. Europeun.
staff has been slightly under strength throughout the year, und.
on December 31st there were two vacancies for Superintendents
of Eduneation and two for Superintendents of - Arts and Crafts.
During the year four new Superintendents of Education have
been appointed, and seven new Superintendents of Arts and
Crafts. Ove Superintendent of Fducation was permanently
irvalided.  Another temporarily invalided, is pttached to @he
oflice of the Sicretary to the Advisory Committee on Native
Fducation in T'ropical Africa.

- 115. The opening of seven Mission schools has been
approved,

176. "'Twdlve men trained af the Katsing College entered on
their duties in six different provinces. Ova of these, by arrunge.
wen{ with the Sokoto Native Administration, has been appointed
ay a teacher on the Training College staff.

177. A special class was opened at Katsina in July for the
preliminary training of candigatea for the subordinate Medical
and Sanitary Staff in the Northern Provinces. The class is
sttached to the Training College. o

178. - A couference of the more senior officers of the
Depart 1ent was held at Kaduna in March. o

179. The Rev. A. }. Fraser of Achimota visited the Northern
and Southern I’rovinces in April and May,

.180. A uew syllabus of work for Crafts schools has been sub-
mitted to Government for approval. =

181. The question of the amalgamation of the two Depart-
ments of Edueation in the Northern and Southern Provinces
has been w:der consideration during the year. .

182. On September the 1s¢, the regulations under the Fduca-
tion (Colony and Southern Provinces) Ordinance (No; 16 of
1926) eame mto effect, The registration of those engaged in
teazhing began from that date but had not been completed by
tha close of the year. K R

183. The result of the Ordinance and of the regulations is
alrendy noticeable. So far it has only been found necessary for
the Director and the Board to advise the compulsory closing of
one school, but in several cases preliminary warnings have heen
sent with the result that the schools concerned were reorganisel
and made more efficient. :

184. Quarterly meetings of the DBoard have been held
throughout ihe year. At the meeting held in December the
Honrd considered a position which was arising owing to the
difficulty of defining what should or should not be regarded as
religious instruction. The Board recommended that the Educu-
tion. Ordinance should be amended by the deletion of anv
reference to religious instruction and that exemption from
certain provisions of the Ordinance should be grnntetrl)y regula-
‘ion to certain schools and classes of school which are concerned
with religious instruction. '

185. School committees are beginning to function throughout
the Southern Provinces, and should prove of considerable

assistance to the Board by bringing to the notice of members
looal problems and auggestions, : T R
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186. Arrangements have been made for building two (tovern-
ment Training Institutions for teachers whick it is proposed to
open in 1929. At the same time the Missions are taking steps
in several cases to increase their facilities for the training of
teachers. | , " ) R

187. In the Southern Provinces elementary education is
given in forty-eight (overnment schools,” and” twelve Native
Administration schools all of which are in 'the Cameroons
Province. A Native Administration school has been built and
wiil shortly be opened nt Oyo. . The number of Miasion schools
which have attained n standard that justifies Government
assistance has increased to 244 and special reference must be
made to the excellent work which is being done in the girls’
goniools which have been established by '5;'9 Migsions. It is
significant that though oan_ eight ussisted schools in the
Southern Provinces have reached a auﬁciex_itly‘ high standard to
be graded as “ A’’ schools no less than five of thesg “ A"
schools are girls' schools. o

188. At King's College arrangements have been made to
adwit 8 number of scholars who wil]l be tiained as Assistants to
the Medical Department. o |

189. In September a (Fovernment Secondary School for Girls
was opéned at Laﬁos and twenty girls were accepted. Arrange-
ments have now been made to add a Domestic Scienice side to
the school and the number of pupils is being increased.

190. During the year the European personnel of the Depart-
mont has been strengthened by the a’ppofntment of two Assistant
Directors and fifteen Superintendents as well as of a Principal
of -the ' @irls’ School and a Domestic Science Mistress, One
Superintendent has heen promoted, oné has left on’ transfer to
the Weést Indies and a third has retired, S

X.—LANDS AND SURVEY. -

191. Investigation and Development of Natural Resources.—
In the Northern Provinces all land is under the control and sub-
ject to the disposition of the (Jovernor to be administered for the
use and common benefit of the natives. In the Southern Pro-
vinces all land is not at the disonsal of the Governor in the same
way, but land may not he leased to a non-native without the
Governor’s approval. The general policy is to encourage culti-
vation of the soil by the native inhabitants themselves, but
many leases up to ninety-nine years have been granted for
commercial nm}) nther purposes and there are large tracts suit-
able for agriculture. It is essential that anyone who desires to
cultivate rubber or other permanent ¢rops should first visit
Nigeria and ascertain the actual conditicns, A new Land
Department for Nigerin is being formed in order to deal with
land questions. ' S

192, Surveys.—A large £r03ramme of work was carried out
ty_the' Survey Department during the year, the principal items

eing :— = L S .

R | (ny the extension of the main triangulation from

_ Minna in the district of Ibadan; = . ..
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" () the continuation of the topographical work in the
7" area north of Mihna and north of Enugu; |
" () the large scale survey of the Urban Area of Lagos,
" the large scale survey of the town and township of
Ibadan and the survay of Abeokuta town;
(d) the suivey of 900 arens on the 'minesfield;
“this ‘was' possible owing 'to the engagement of
~ Bpécial Party of R.E. officers and men ;" |
(¢) -the removal of the Lithographic Plant from Kano
to T.agos to enable work to be denlt with more
~expeditiously; ) B
() ‘the fixing of numerous points by observed latitude
- ~ and wireless longitude for the purpose of control.
- 193. TRainfall throughout Nigeria showed considerable varia-
fion for the average throughout the venr, Tagos baing nearly
‘seventeen inches bEﬁOW the average for the last thirty-three years
while Lokoja on the confluence of the Niger and Benue was
nearly twenty-five inches above the avernge of the last twenty
years, | B o . .
Total rainfall at Forcudos during 1927 145.83 inches.
- Average rainfall at Forcadosnﬁuring'_ 1515

192y .. L
Wettest month in the year, June.
Tota]l rainfall at Lagos Sluring 1927 5620
Average rainfall at Lagos during 1927 4.60 ,,
Wettest month in the year, October. .
- Tota] ruinfall January-November at =
' Lokojn during 1927 ... Ca. 1367 -,
~ Average rainfal] -? anuary-November at .
Lokoja during 1927 . ... ... . 6.90 ..,
Wettest month in the year, August.
Total rainfall at Sokote during 1927  30.07
Average rainfall at Sokoto during 1927 2.51
Wettest month in the year, August.
194. The Geologicnl Survey continued its investigations in
both the Northern nnd Southern Provinces. In the sputh work
was carried on in Onitslia and Owerri Provinces attention being
iainly directed to tracing out and mapping the westward
extension of the southern end of the Enugu coalfield and the
younger tertinry group containing lignites and clays. The
former has been located as far west as the Mamu valley where
a senm mensuring three feet nine inches of fair quality coal has
been found while the latter has been proved to be continuous
from the Eastern Railway to Oba, near Onitsha. In view of
(tovernment’s decision to open the lignite fields to prospecting
this result is of considerable importance. In the north inves-
t.ii;n.tions have been commenced in Sokoto for water supply and
while it is considered that conditions are generally unfavourable
for obtaining artesian supplies it is thought probable that
supplies, sufficient for domestic purposes, will be obtained by
sinking wells up to depths of 200 feet and these will make con-
siderable areas availnble for agriciltural purposes. On the
“tonclusion of the Tinfields survey it was decided to undertake
the investigation of the mineralised belt extending from Minna
to ‘Birnih Gwari and the examination of that portion near Minna
of which topographical maps are available is now in progress.

L3
"
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195. A Bulletin and an occasional paper denling with fossil
fish remains from Ameki and a Bulletin describing the geology
and the occurrence of tinstone in Zaria and Kano Provinces and
in the Calabar district were published during the year. A
coloured geological map of the tinfields of Nigerio was compiled
and issued in two sheets. A further Bulletin on the Nigerian
Coalfield was rlso prepared for the press and arrangements made
for its publication early in 1928,

196. Dr. Falconer, 'who had been Directui of the Geological
Survey since 1919, retired on pension in April last and has been
succeeded by Dr. Wilson.

XI.—LABOUR.

197, ‘Throughout Nigeria and the mandated territory of the
Cameroons all permanent labour, as distinct from the temporary
labour used Ly native communities when necessary and bene-
ficinl to themselves, and approved by ancient native customary
law, is voluntary. D’ermmanent labour includes most labourers

aid by the month; the artisans employed by (overnment
{,)epa.rtments, Native Administrations, and trading firms; stand-
ing gangs of labourers employed on road-making and other
public works, etc. No labour for private employers is recruited
or engaged by Government or by the Native Administrations.

198. With the exception of some 8,000 labourers on the
Cameroons Plantations, who have emigrated from the French
Cameroons, there is no immigrant labour in Nigeria. The
supply of labour for the Cameroons Plantations has continued
satisfactory throughout the year,

199. The Reads and Rivers (Repeal) Ordinance (No. 18 of
1927) repenls Chapter 107 of the Luws of Nigeria with effect
from the Ist April, 1928.

XII.—MISCELLANEOQOUS.

R00. The fiovernment Analyst’s Department, which was
formerly part of the Medical Research Institute, and as such was
under the Medical Authorities, was constituted a separate
Department during the year.

201. The Harbour Department was formed on the 1st April
23 o separate department under a Port Engineer who is generally
responsible for the wharves, under-water structures, bridges,
revetments, etc,, in Lagos Harbour and who will also advise on -
matters concerning ports, other than I.agos Harbour, as requived.

E. V. ROCHFORT RAE,
Acting Senior Assistaunt Secretary,
(Chief Secretary's Office,
Lagos, Nigeria,
J0th January, 1928.

l;:lmed by ths Governinent Printer, Lago- “9.'6.“1.25 636 m‘
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