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NORTHERN RH3DESIA.

ANNUAL REPORT, 1925-26.*

I.—Geographical and Historical.
The territory known as the Protectorate of Northern Rhodesia lies
between Longitudes 22° E. and 33.35° E. and between Latitudes
8.15° S. and 18° S. It is bounded on the west by Angola* on the
north-west by the Belgian Congo, on the north-east by Tanganyika
Territory, on the east by the Nyasalaud Protectorate and Portu
guese East Africa, and on the scJth by Southern Rhodesia and the
mandated territory of South West Africa, comprising in all an area
which is computed to be about 291,000 square miles. The River
Zambesi forms the greater part of the southern boundary; its two
mam northern tributaries are the river's Kafue and Luangwa. With
the exception of these river valleys, the territory consists of a table
land varying from 3,000 to 4,500 feet in height, though in the north
eastern portion, and especially in the vicinity of Lake Tanganyika,
the altitude is higher.
Very little is known of the history of the native population until
quite recent years. It is conjectured that the various movements
of the Bantu people from the north, starting perhaps 2,500 years
ago, crossed and reerossed what is now Northern Rhodesia.
Whether these movements, in their effect on this portion of Central
Africa, were migratory or predatory, whether they found any abori
ginal inhabitants or traversed an uninhabited forest, whether they
resulted in any form of settlement or merely passed to other
countries, is alilce unknown. All that can be said is, that the vast
majority of the present native population, though of Bantu origin,
is descended from men who themselves invaded this country not
earlier than 1700 A.T). One or two small tribes, numbering now
only a very few thousand, such as the Masubia on the Zambesi, are
all that remain of the inhabitants of Northern Rhodesia prior to
that date. Inroads from the north were frequent as well as from the
south, whence came the Angohi, a branch of the warlike Zulu, in
the middle of the 19th century. At the present time the most im
portant tribes are the Awemba (98,000), the Achewa (66,000), the
Asenga (60,000), the.Angoni (67,000), and the Awisa (32,000) in
the eastern districts; and trio Batoka (96,000), the Barotse
(44,000), and the Bakaonde (25,000) in the western districts.
The earliest recorded information about Northern Rhodesia is
contained in the diaries of the Portuguese Governor of Sena, Dr.
Lacerda, and of His chaplain, Pinto, who led an expedition from
* NOTE.—A Sketch Map of Northern Rhodesia will be found in the Report for
1924-26 (No. 1292).
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Tete in 1798 into Jiasembe's country, close to the eastern shore of
Lake Mweru. Little more is known of the history of the country
until the arrival of Dr. Livingstone in lboo, when he visited the
Victoria Ealls and travelled through Barotseland. * But in the interval Arab inroads from the north-east had occurred, and the slave
trade which they established, continued unchecked until 1893. This
baleful influence had gradually spread from the shores of Lakes
Nyasa and Tanganyika over the whole territory ; but with the estab
lishment of a Government post at Abercorn in that year the slave
trade in this territory received its first serious check. In each suc
ceeding year more Arab settlements on the Lake shores were
destroyed; Sir Harry Johnston defeated the Arab Chief Mlozo at
Karonga in 1894; and the last caravan of slaves, which was inter
cepted on its way to the Bast Coast, was released at Fort Jameson
in 1898. Bands of slave traders wore encountered on the north-west
boundary and skirmishes with them took place as late as 1900; but
with the final establishment of the administration of the British
South Africa Company the slavers quickly disappeared from the
country.
Previous to 1899 the whole territory had been vaguely included
in the Charter granted to the British South Africa Company, but
in that year the Barotseland—North-Western Rhodesia Order in
Council placed the administration of the western portion of the
country by the Company on a firm basis; and this was closely fol
lowed by the North-Eastern Rhodesia Order in Council of 1900 with
similar effect. The two territories were amalgamated in 1911 under
the designation of Northern Rhodesia, and the administration of
the Company (subject to the exercises of certain powers of control
by the Crown) continued until 1924, when, in terms of a settlement
arrived at between the Crown and the Company, the administration
of the Territory was assumed by the Crown, and the first Governor
was appointed on 1st April, 1924.

n.—Climate.
There are considerable climatic differences between various parts
of the country. The Zambesi, the Luangwa, and the Kafue valleys
experience a much greater humidity and a more trying heat than
do the plateaux above 3,500 or 4,000 feet. The hottest months are
October and November, before the rains break, when the mean
maximum is about 97° in the Zambesi valley stations and 85° at
plateau stations. The mean maximum for the seven months of the
hot season (September to March) is approximately 87° with a mean
minimum of 68°, while the corresponding figures for the five months
of the cold season (April to August) are 80° and 63°. During the
year under review, the highest mean maximum recorded at Living
stone for any one month was 95.79 in November, and the lowest
mean minimum for any one month was 46.5° in July; at the same
station the absolute maximum for the year was 108.1° recorded in
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November, and the absolute minimum was 40,0° recorcjiqd m June
and August. The highest temperature recorded in the Territory
was 109.0°, at Namwala, and the lowest was 80,0°, at Solwezi. ,
The rainy season usually commences in November and lasts until
April, after which month r.ain is only rarely experienced, and then
in negligible quantities. The season 1924-25 experienced an un
usually heavy "rainfall, following upon a drought during the pre
vious year. The season under review was more normal, though
the northern districts suffered considerably from floods owing to
very heavy rains in February and March. At Livingstone 27.47
inches were recorded, but at Broken Hill, Serenje, and, Ndola the
rainfall amounted to between 51 and 58 inches,
III.—Vital Statistics.
There has never been a complete census of all persons in the
Protectorate, but the figures relating to the European population
are known, and a fairly accurate estimate of the native population
may be obtained from the Native Tax returns. By this meansjt
is computed that the native population numbers rather more than
1,140,000. No figures to show the birth and death rates among
natives, or their immigration and emigration, are available,
The European population on 1st April, 1925, numbered 4,024,
of whom 2,211 were adult males and 1,193 adult females. During
the year, 189 births and 63 deaths were registered.
The Asiatic population is estimated 1' be approximately 60, and
the number of " coloured " persons about 150.
The total of immigrants in 1925, exclusive of natives, was 474,
of whom 432 were British subjects, 15 were American, and 27
belonged to other nationalities. No emigration figures are avail
able.
Nine persons were deported, of whom five were alien
natives.
IV.—General Events of the Year.
The year was made memorable by the visit of His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales. His Royal Highness arrived at Livingstone
from the south on 11th July and was received with universal
enthusiasm. After spending the whole of the following day in
visiting the Victoria Falls, His Royal Highness motored out on
the 13th to Kamunjoma where he received the Paramount Chief of
the Barotse, Yeta III, and witnessed a variety of aquatic sports.
By the following morning the Royal Train reached Kafue, where
the Annual Agricultural Show was formally opened by the Prince.
Another enthusiastic welcome awaited His Royal BKghness at
Broken Hill on the morning of the 16th. There chiefs and tjjeir
followers from all oyer the country had gathered to g r e ^ t ^
80*
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Prince, and there can be no, doubt that the many thousands of
natives who were present at that meeting carried away with them
an indelible impression. Subsequently His Royal Highness motored
the 40 miles that separate Broken Hill from Mulungushi, where,
by turning a small wheel made from the mine zinc, the Prince
freed the water from the dam and allowed it to enter the pressure
pipes conveying power to the dynamos 1,200 feet below, and thus
formally opened the first electric power scheme in Northern
Rhodesia. The Royal Train left for Southern Rhodesia the same
night.
The first Conference of Unofficial Representatives of the Bast
African Colonies and Protectorates was opened at Tukuyu, in
Tanganyika Territory, on 10th October under the presidency of
Lord Delamere. Three representatives of Northern Rhodesia took
part in the Conference and a. large variety of subjects was
discussed.
The first Conference of East African Governors was opened at
Nairobi on 25th January, 1926. It was unfortunate that very heavy
rains caused serious "washouts" on the railway lihe between Salis
bury and Beira; and this delayed the Governor of Northern
Rhodesia so much that he did not reach Nairobi until the closing
days of the Conference, though he was able to take part in some
important discussions. .
This Territory had the good fortune to lie on the route of two
important aircraft flights. Mr. Alan Cobham (now Sir Alan
Cobham, K.B.E.), flying a De Havilland aeroplane and accom
panied by Mr. Emmott as cinematograph operator and by Mr.
Elliott as mechanic, reached Livingstone en route for Cape Town
on 29th January, 1926. Aerodromes had been prepared for him
jit Abercorn, Ndola, Broken Hill, and Livingstone, and landings
were made at those four places. Torrential rains caused some slight
delay at Ndola, but, apart from that, no difficulty was experienced.
Mr. Cobham left for Bulawayo on 31st January. The return flight
being made against the clock, no lauding was made at Livingstone,
Mr. Cobham having taken a course somewhat to the east of the
railway line direct from Bulawayo to Broken Hill on 28th February.
In the following month a flight of the Royal Air Force, consisting
of four Fairey seaplanes fitted with land under-carriages, under
the command of Wing-Commander Pulford, C.B.E., and following
the same route as Mr. Cobham, passed through the Territory.
Reaching Livingstone on 25th March, the flight left for Btilawayo
and the 'south four days later.
V.-~Legislation.
The Second Session of the First Legislative Council was opened
on 15th May, 1925, and sat until 80th May,* Twenty-six.Ordinances
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were passed of which one, the Civil Service Ordinance, was sub
sequently disallowed, as it was found to be deficient in certain
respects. Of the other Ordinances passed, the more important
were the Barotse Fund Ordinance, establishing a Trust Fund and
a Board of Management; the Company's (Amending) Ordinance,
dealing, inter alia, with foreign companies; the Forests Ordinance,
providing for the preservation of forests and contrdllihg the cutting
of timber; the Customs and Excise Ordinance, consolidating the
Customs and Excise Law; the Game Ordinance, consolidating the
Game Laws of North-Eastern and North-Western Rhodesia; the
Legislative Council Ordinance; the Post Office Savings Bank
Ordinance, establishing a Post Office Savings Bank; and the Regis
tration of United Kingdom Trade Marks Ordinance.
The Legislative Council Ordinance provided for the election
of five unofficial members of the Council, the Territory being
divided into five electoral areas for the purpose.
,
Owing to it being impossible to complete the preparation and
revision of the Register of voters and to hold ail election in time
to allow the first Session of the new Council to take place before
June or July, 1926, it became necessary td hold a further Session
of the Old Council in order to comply with the provisions of the
Order in Council. This, thethird Session of the First Legislative
Council, was held on the 5th March, 1926, the Supplementary
Appropriation Ordinance, 1926, being the only legislation before
the Council.
;
?

VI.—Finance and Banks.
The revenue for the year ended 81st March; 1926, amounted
to £371,046, being an excess of £78,288 over the estimate and
an increase of £61,251 on the revenue of the preceding year.
This excess was due to the receipt beyond the estimated amounts
of £11,086 by the Customs Department, of £10,862 under Native
Tax, of £26,226 under Income Tax. of £9,031 under Jjajid Siles,
and of a net amount of £21,084 under other heads and sub-heads.
The expenditure for the year amounted to £394,146, showing a
saving of £16,606 on the sum authorised but an increase of
£63,818 on the expenditure of the preceding year. Savings on
the estimated amounts were effected to the sums of £2,644 under
European Education, of £1,255 under Department of Native
Affairs, of £6,521 under District Administration, of £1,111 under
Survey, of £3,435 under Northern Rhodesia Police, of £1,499
under Veterinary, and of £4,762 under Public Works Extra
ordinary. There were also savings of an aggregate of £4,297
under ten other heads of expenditure. On the other hand, expendi
ture in excess of the estimates was incurred of amounts of £1.79&
under Lands Department, of £5,418 under Miscellaneous Services,
and of £1)710 under five oth^r heads.
604
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The following tables, give the actual revenue and expendit
for the year :—
Revenue.
£
$
Head
I. Customs ...
..;
83,056 0 10
Head
II. Licences, Excise and In*
ternal Revenue
189,701 12 0
Head III. Fees of Court, & c
33,245 18 2
Head IV. Post Office...
...
...
22,259 16 2
Head
V. Rent
of
Government
Property
...
...
9,083 1 3
Head V I , Interest
1,896 11 11
Head V I I . [Miscellaneous
14,272 8 9
17,530 14 9
Head VIII. Land Sales...
s

TPotjal Revenue
Expenditure:
1. The Governor's Office
...
...
2. Secretariat
...
...
...
...
8, European Education...
...
4. Printing and Stationery
5. Department of Native Affairs
6. District Administration
...
...
7. Treasury
...
8. Commissioner of Taxes
9. Customs
10. Posts and Telegraphs...
...
...
11. Transport and Supply
12. Lands Department ...
...
...
13. Survey Department ...
...
14. Audit Office ...
;..
15. Judicial, Legal, and Prisons De
partment ...
16. Northern Rhodesia Police ...
17. Medical Department ...
18. Veterinary Department
19. Agricultural Department
20. Mines and Public Works Depart
ment
...
...
21. Public Works Recurrent
22. Public Works Extraordinary
23. Percentage of Tax payable to Barotse
Trust Fund...
24. Miscellaneous Services
...
...
25. Pensions and Gratuities ...
IPolal Expenditure •.

£371,046

£

3 10

6,260
5,897
10,590
5,165
10,031
89,693
7,800
1,968
7,663
26,098
3,834
12,492
6,368
2,548

s.
11
14
11
8
12
8
6
18
19
4
14
10
11
0

d.
7
0
0
0
3
6
.7
6
7
10
4
6
1
1

21,457
48,494
34,634
16,008
5,301

13
17
1
16
1

2
7
1
4
2

6,166 15
15,286 14
16,774 7

3
7
5

5,500 0 0
12,751 10 3
15,854 12 6
£394,145

0
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The deficit for the year, therefore, amounted to £23,099, as
against an estimated deficit of £117,993. The following statement
gives the financial position
Excess of Assets over Liabilities, 1st April,
1926
...
...
...
Grant-in-Aid
...
...
...

188,419
100,000

Excess of Expenditure over Revenue...

...

282,419
28,099

Excess of Assets over Liabilities, 31st March,
1926
...
...
...
...

£209,320

Statement of Assets and Liabilities ap SiU March, 1926.
Liabilities.
;
f
Deposits
...
...
. . . . . .
Advances
;•' ' . . . . . .
Suspense
Excess of Assets over Liabilities
;

;

:

-v*" ^ ' ; ^ " > ' " "
v.
. . . 16,769
...
....
5,89ff
.'"
.
4,998
.:.
... 209,320
f

£236,973

Assets.
Cash and Remittances ...
Advances
... ,
• Unallocated Stores
...

...
...
...

...
...
...

...
...
...

188,619
20,780
21 $H
£236,973

The Standard Bank of South Africa has pne branch at
Livingstone and another at Lusaka; also an agency at Mazabuka.
Barclay's Bank (Dominion, Colonial and Overseas) has pne branch
at Broken Hill and another at Port Jameson; also an agency at
Bwana M'Knbwa. English coinage is mainly used, but the coin
age, of ,£he Union of South Africa is. also current. There is no
Ibpaibaper currency! Notes of the Southern Btodesiah,-,issues
(B'the above-najmed Banks are,in circulation; also, to a limited
extent, notes of the Reserve 'Bank of the Union of South Africa.
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VII.—Customs and Trgdo.
Northern Rhodesia is in the curious position of being divided
into two Customs Zones. The Northern Zone, which is known as
the Congo Basin Zone, is governed by the conditions of the Berlin
Act of 1885. Goods imported into this Zone are, therefore, not
subject to the terms of the Agreement with the Union of South
Africa, though the duties imposed are in almost all instances similar
to those imposed in the Southern Zone, except that equality of trade
is granted to all nations. The Zambesi Basin Zone is subject to
Customs 'Agreements with the Union of South Africa and Southern
Rhodesia, and with Basutoland,the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and
Swaziland. A new Customs Agreement with the Union of South
Africa and Southern Rhodesia was negotiated in October, .1924, on
the lines of the previous agreement, but with certain modifications
as to the control of traffic in " scrub " cattle and " scrap ' • tobacco.
Under th^ terms of the new Agreement, Northern Rhodesia receives
12 per cent, ad valorem on removals from the Union of South Africa
of imported goods, arid 8 per cent, on removals of South African
manufactured goods; unmanufactured produce of South Africa is
not subject to duty. The Union of South Africa charges the actual
duty at Union rates due on removals from Northern Rhodesia of
imported good*, but allows entry to Northern Rhodesia produce
free of duty. The minimum sum payable by the Union of South
Africa to Northern Rhodesia is £12,600 per annum.
The following table shows the value of the imports and exports
for the year 1925 from and to other countries, with corresponding
figures for 1924 :—
Imports.

£
Union of South Africa ...
Southern Rhodesia
...
United Kingdom
...
Rest of the British Empire
Total British Empire
Foreign Oountries...
Total Merchandise

Exports.

£

imports.

£

Exports.

£

97,648
171,482
719,318
40,704

127,130
34,916
73,960
17,950

63,228
148,842
306,354
22,392

110,222
36,406
70,636
28,046

£1,029,147

£253,946

£635,816

£240,309

264,878

178,046

126,826

213,746

£1,284,026

£481,992

£662,642

£454,054

...

The gross Customs and Excise revenue for the year amounted to
.=688,887, being 411,§97 more than had be^n estimated and 47,206
in excess of the gross reVeivW for 1924.
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Hie principal articles imported during 1925 were.;Animals (living), agricultural and pastoral pro
30,389
ducts
....
...
...
101,584
Foodstuffs ...
...
...
...
: Ales, spirits, wines, and beverages (potable) ...V 88,249
299
Ales, spirits, wines, and beverages (non-potable)
19,473
Tobacco
...
...
...
...
300,536
• Textiles, apparel, yarns, and fibres "...
Metals, metal manufactures, machinery and
522,711
vehicles ...
...
...
...
6?,555
Minerals, earthenware, glassware, arid cement
48,892
Oils, waxes, resins, paints, and varnishes
22,77tf
Drugs, chemicals, and fertilizers...
...
21,655
Leather and rubber arid manufactures thereof...
85,108
Wood, cane, wicker, arid manufactures thereof
15,134
Books, paper, and stationery
...
...
Jewellery, timepieces, fancy goods, and musical
instruments (including sporting and athletic
and tobacconist wares) ...
...
...
19,285
43.484
Miscellaneous
...
...
...
...
..,
41,284,025

The principal articles exported were :—

£
Animals (living)
... " . . .
Hides and skins
Ivory ...
...
...
•••
...
Butter
...
...
Maize ...
Wheat ...
Maize meal
...
...
Pulse ...
>••
...
...
...
Tobacco (nnmnnufactnred) ...
Cotton (raw) ...
Ores—
Copper
...
v..
...
...
Lead
Vanadium
...
...
Other
Gold
... —
...
Silver
...
Lime ...
...
. . t , ...
...
Timber (unmanufactured)....
Curios ...
. . . . . .
>• ...
•....

57,728
14,420
8,280
806
29,618
6,880
9,461
1,167
99,122
6,276
1,000
67,105
85,850
6,240
5,281
20
• 782
11,477
898
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VIII.—Land, Agriculture, and Live Stock.
Of the total approximate area in the Territory of 186,240,000
acres, the North Charterland Exploration Company holds, subject
to the due assignment of native reserves, a concession over
6,000,040 acres, the British South Africa Company owns three
freehold areas comprising 2,758,400 acres in the Tanganyika
District, and 2,962,608 acres have been otherwise alienated for pur
poses of European settlement. The total area of alienated land is,
therefore, 11,721,048 acres, which is about 6.3 per cent, of the
total arefcof the Territory.
Most of the alienated land is used for grazing, but some is
unsuitable for either grazing or agriculture.
The following table will give a comparative idea of the acreage
under the various staple crops in the three previous seasons
Season,
1928-24
1924-25
1925-26

...
...
...

Maize,
42,377
35,568
36,470

Tobacco, Cotton,
8,462
2,331
4,323
16,702
4,939
11,649

Total area
Wheat, undei' cultivation,
1,250
52,243
2,633
61,712
Not known..
60,286

Smaller areas were planted with fodder crops, groundnuts,
potatoes, beans, kaffir-com, oats, etc., which are considered minor
crops.
The climatic conditions, though not so disastrous as the previous
season to the agricultural community, were again unsuitable for
cotton growing on account of the late and heavy rainfall. The
previous season, with its heavy rainfall, multiplied the cotton
pests, and these have caused as much damage this season as the
previous one. The 16,702 acres produced but 195,461 lb. of lint,
only £,000 lb. more than was produced in the previous season from
2,331 acres.
Sums of money amounting to over £9,000 were loaned to farmers
growing cotton. Half of the capital of the loans was supplied by
the Government and half by the Empire Cotton Growing Corpora
tion. The granting of loans was controlled by a Committee known
as the Cotton Growers Assistance Committee. These loans enabled
many farmers to plant cotton who would not otherwise have been
in a position to plant any crops at all after the two previous bad
seasons, the drought of 1923-24, and the flood of 1924-25. The
one purpose of the loans, the immediate production of cotton, has
been defeated by the climatic conditions. But it is hoped that,
with suitable seed, cotton may be grown successfully in more
favourable seasons; and it may prove to be a very beneficial
rotation crop.
The maize crop in the flood season, 1924-25, was very poor,
namely, 94,818 bags of 200 lb., and was not sufficient to meet
local and Congo requirements. There was an increase of acreage
under maize in the last season, and this increase would have been
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still greater if the* first rains had been earlier instead of two weeks
later than the date that they usually fall. It is estimated that the
yield will be almost double that of the previous season. Nearly all
the farm-grown maize, as differentiated from the native-grown
maize, is handled by a co-operative society. This society has now
secured a large contract with mines in the Belgian Congo for a
period of years at a fair, but satisfactory, price. This fact has
stabilised the local maize market, which will be an incentive to
increased and more profitable production than heretofore.
The consumption of maize and maize meal at the mines in the
north of the farming area and in the Congo is increasing rapidly*
but it is believed that the local farmers will be able to produce
sufficient for all requirements. It is anticipated that they will do
this when they feel that the market is steady at present prices,
roughly 11$. 6d. jper bag of 200 lb.
Tobacco growing has obtained a fresh impetus since the regranting of Imperial Preference. Many settlers are growing
tobacco who have had no previous experience, but their results
are satisfactory and, in the case of experienced growers, most
profitable. It is believed that both the acreage planted with tobacco
and the production of tobacco will increase steadily in the next
few years.
The acreage planted with wheat in the autumn of 1925 was
double that of the previous season, and a further large increase of
land under wheat is anticipated in the winter of 1926. The chief
reason for the substantial increase in acreage was due to the large
amount of water available for irrigation purposes after the heavy
rainfall in the previous summer months. A further contributory
reason was the establishment of a flour mill at the Co-operative
Society's headquarters at Lusaka, which ensured* an increased
profit to the farmers.
v ffe
*
Experiments have been continued at the Agricultural and
Veterinary Experimental Station at Chilanga, but the facilities
there are too inadequate to allow the Government to expect valuable
results. The diseases and other problems of cultivated crops and
cattle are such th&t it is considered necessary that they should bij
thoroughly and methodically investigated. Therefore the need for
more land and better facilities has been so pressing that a site has
been chosen at Mazabuka where a suitable Agricultural and
Veterinary Research Station is to be established.
- The- crops grown by natiyes are £t present mainly confined to
fobd crops for* the^ own consumption, tfcotigh in certain districts
additional quantities are grown for sale. Investigations have been
mfrde with the view to ascertaining whether other economic crops
could be introduced to areas remote from the railw&jr line to enable
natives to produce cash crops at their own villages. It is feared
that nothing <san be done in the matter without trained demon
strators in such remote areas. At the present time agricultural
;
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education of an elementary nature is being given Jby various mis
sionary societies, and^grantu for this purpose have been made to
them by the Government.
Owing to the existence of extensive tsetse fly belts, large areas
of the Territory are closed to cattle. It has been found possible,
however, to maintain ox-transport in the vicinity of certain of
the new mining concerns, which are situated within tsetse fly belts,
by the intravenous injection of sodium or potassium antimony
tartrate. The palliative effect of the drug is sufficient to keep:
trypanosomiasis-infected cattle in work for considerable periods,
In the Barotse district there are large numbers of cattle, almost,
entirely native-owned.
Contagious bovine pleuropneumonia is
enzootic in that district, but the measures in force to prevent its
spread to the settled areas continue to be effective. An extensive?
inoculation scheme for the elimination of the disease froin Barotseland is contemplated.
In the remainder of the Territory there are approximately 291,780
native-owned and 89,780 European-owned cattle, the majority of
which are unimproved. Grnding-up by the use of good bulls of
the improved breeds is practised by the more enlightened farmers,
and its results are noticeable in many parts of the Territory. The.
native is conservative and apathetic on the subject of the improve
ment of his herds, but every opportunity is taken by the staff of
the Veterinary Department to impart the elementary principles
of animal-husbandry, to emphasise the deleterious effects of
inbreeding and neglect of castration, and to foster ths practice ot
selection and general improvement.
Horses are rare owing to the high incidence of horse-sickness.:
There are 65 horses, 14 mules, and 91 donkeys. No outbreak of
glanders has occurred, and all equines must pass the mallein test
prior to importation.
There are approximately 87,568 sheep,,
64,761 goats, and 16,274 pigs.
A considerable trade in live stock for slaughter purposes is done
with the Katanga Province of the Belgian Congo. The require
ments of the local markets, especially in the mining areas, Mfc
increasing annually and the supply of slaughter cattle from
Northern Rhodesia is insufficient to meet the demands of the*
Katanga.
A creamery has been established at Choma and has met withsuccess. The farming community is coming to realise that dairying
with its products and by-products is a valuable adjunct to mteed
farming; and although Northern Rhodesia still imports dairy
produce the local output is increasing.
The settled areas of the country are free from any of the sweep
ing epizootic cattle diseases. Energetic veterinary police measures
have been successful in preventing the invasion of rinderpest from
the north, East Coast fever from the south, and contagious bovine
pleuropneumonia from the west. Sporadic outbreaks of anthrax
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and quarter-evil occur, but th&y are promptly suppressed by,
quarantine, proper disposal of carcases, and vaccination and
inoculation. Skm diseases of stock yield to regular dipping, anddipping is responsible, too, for maintenance and improvement in
the condition of cattle. The fact that the cattle of the Territory
are practically entirely free from tuberculosis must be regarded as
one of its most valuable pastoral assets.
Some loss occurs from indigenous diseases of cattle, and,
experimental work on their incidence, ^etiology, transmission,
The elimination of these diseases,
and treatment is being done.
would facilitate the process of grading-up by means of pedigree
stock already referred to.
It is being more and more realised that Northern Rhodesia i$ a
valuable pattle country, and that, by means of paddocking and
sound methods of herding, farms can be made to carry more stock
according to their acreage than has hitherto been considered
possible.

IX.—Mining and Industry.
During the year under review the only mines producing were
the Jessie Gold Mine and the Rhodesia Broken Hill Mine, which
produces lead, sine, and vanadium.
The former is a small private undertaking with an output of
some 300 ounces of gold per month. It is situated in a part of
the Mkushi district which is heavily infested by tsetse fly, but
it has now, for the first time, been connected by road with the
railway at Lusaka.
The output of the Rhodesia Broken Hill Mine has again been
chiefly froth development rock produced in the course of opening
up the mine in preparation for the use of the new plant for the
treatment of zinc. This plant is expected to be running by the
end of 1927 and to turn out not less than 40 tons of zinc per diem
of almost chemical purity. At the present time, zinc is the pro
duct of a pilot plant only, but in future the mine will be essentially
a zinc mine, with lead and van^ditim as by-products.
During
the year the hydro-electric power station at Mulungushi was com
pleted and formally opened by His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales, Electric power is now conveyed from Mulungushi to the
mine 86 miles away.
The Bwana M'Kubwa Copper Mining Company declared no
output during the*year, which was occupied solely in the erection
of a plant for the new chemical process and in preparing the open
cast for mining operations.
The plant commenced running in
October. A few of the ordinary * teething* difficulties nave
been experienced but are being overcome, and with the com*
mencement of 1927 regular outputs may be expected.
Intensive prospecting proceeded during the year on tb*
properties of the Rhodesian Oohgo Border Concession, Limited,,

16

:

COtiQNUL REPOBTS~ANNUAIi,

and mot with such favourable results that in October the JN 'Ghanga
Mines were floated off into a Company with a capital of f800,0U0
for development and further work. A good deal of work was also
done in the Lunaemfwa properties of the same Company.
The MTug* Copper Mine changed hands during the year, ati4
the present owners are pressing ahead with development work.
HatidfacUiry results also attended work on the N'Kana chum*
of tb& tiw*m M'Kubwa Company, and the Boan Antelope Mine,
whilt from at least six other quarters encouraging discoveries have
been nqpurted.
Speaking generally, the mineral prospects, though good ft* the
beginning of the year, have improved greatly, and it is now an
accepted fact that a copper field of great significance exists tlotig
the Northern Jk>rder, extending at least 150 miles in a north»w<ai&
and south-east direction and having a breadth of not less than 60
miles.
.The labour, European and native, engaged on the mines rendering
returns was 15,500, but this is possibly 15 per cent, below the real
figure, as the small proepecting camps do not render returns.
The actual returns of mineral production for the year were as
f
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Gold, 1,248 ozs
Lead, 3,852 tons
Zinc, 236 tons
...
Vanadium, 187 tons
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...
...
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5,421
51,465
6,951
62,485
•6115,312

The only industrial establishment in the Territory at present
is the Zambesi Saw Mills, Limited, at Livingstone. This Company
cuts the timber in the more heavily wooded country to the north
west of that town, and brings it to the mills for sawing by means
<St a light railway. The greater part of the timber is used for the
manufacture of sleepers both for the Beira and Mashonaland and
Rhodesia railways, and also for the South African railways.
Twenty-five. Europeans and more than 1,000 natives are regularly
employed and there is every prospect of further development.
:

X,—Native Aflairs.
The year will b'e memorable to tiie native chiefs and people of
i;he Territory as the year in which His Majesty the Sing sent his
son to visit them. Representatives from every tribe were for the
first time in history assembled together with a common object,
to greet His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. The place of
thip meeting was Broken Hill. The Paramount Chief of the
Barotse, with/his Indunas, was effprded a separate but scarcely,
less impressive reception on the banks of the Zambesi.
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In other respoct* the year has been from an administrative point
of VMIW inur* eventful than its predecessor. Important reformswere made in Urn adiuioi»t ration of the Barotse people, notably
by tim immttyu of the BaixH«e Trust Fund Ordinance. The Barotse
Tn**t IMUWI httd been in existence since 1 9 0 5 , and had as its
nfcjinji IUP $ntuv,**>n of educational, medical, veterinary,, and
ttjp^lluiy
m&fwm m the Barotse District. The Fund was then
n®
with 10 i** mixti of the tax collected from all the natives
til i» p t t H ^ « j | Uw* Territory formerly known as Norton-Western
Ki.t*kmtt, hut, m the money was spent entirely within the Barotse
Ui#t»u*t ^ ^ r , it cam* to be Mi to be scarcely just that large
mmhm* of
ahould be contributing to a fund from which they
<ii*mo<l mi i**m?fit. The new law substitutes for the 1 0 per cent,
foriimrlv m% aside from the tax collected from the whole of the
for mar North-Western Rhodesia an amount equal to 3 0 per cent,
at' tb& tax collected from the natives of the Barotse District. Jt
nlto act* forth in detail the objects to which the Fund may bo
devoted, and it provides machinery for the administration of the
moneys so collected.
It is too early yet to make any final estimate of the results of
the abolition of unpaid labour for the chiefs and indunas, about
which agreement was reached in 1924 as mentioned in the last
report. The ruling classes have not yet learned how to use the
money they receive in commutation of their ancient customary
righti and squander much of it in valueless purchases, while they
try to obtain the labour they need at much less thai* market rates.
The results are uncultivated fields, discomfort, and complaints that
the commutation money is insufficient. Experience alone cafc teach
them better management of their affairs. The labouring classed
on their side have still to learn that the days they have gained
should be used for their own profit and not wasted m idleness.
In addition to the Barotse Trust Fund Ordinance, t w o ,
Ordinances were passed directly affecting the native population.
By the Native Tax Amendment Ordinance; provision was made for
an automatic increase of Is. per tax on all taxes which are not
paid punctually. The Game Ordinance consolidated the existing
game laws and, among other things, provided for the issue of a
special licence to enable natives to hunt certain game at a reduced
fee within the limits of the sub-distriot to which they belong.
Various changes were made in the grouping of districts. Serenje*
District was incorporated as a sub-district with the Luangwa
District. Ohiengi was re-opened as a sub-district of the Mweru*
Luapula District; and this was found to be justified not only by
increased administrative efficiency in that remote corner of the
Territory adjoining the Belgian Congo but also by an increase in
revenue collected, which has more than covered the additional cost..
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A great change has come oyer the field for native labour. Three
years ago, opportunities for work in the Territory, even at the
lowest wage, were entirely insufficient. Now mining and prospect
ing developments, combined with their inevitable repercussions on
agricultural and other activities, have produced a large and increas
ing demand for labour within the Territory. It is highly probable
that the numbers of natives who leave Northern Rhodesia to work
in other countries will decrease with every succeeding year.
At
the same time, the demand for native laboiir is steadily increasing
beyond the borders of Northern Rhodesia, and the respective Govern
ments are becoming more and more alive to the necessity for
making conditions of labour attractive in order to maintain the
flow of independent unrecruited workers from this country.
Southern Rhodesia not only insists on good feeding and good treat
ment in every way even by the smallest employer, but has detailed
a special officer of the Native Department to supervise the provi
sion of free femes, free food issues, and an artificial water supply
where necessary along the routes by which labour seeks the
Southern Rhodesian centres of employment. The Union of South
Africa is still in advance of Southern Rhodesia in the standard of
wages, feeding, and general attraction, with the. result that many
thousands of Southern Rhodesian natives, and not a few of the
22,000 who left this Territory for Southern Rhodesia in 1925, passed
on to the Union despite all prohibitions and discouragement. The
mandated South West Africa is also proving attractive to the natives
of the western districts in spite of the difficulties and dangers of
the long march; while, in the north, Tanganyika and, still more
the Katanga Province of the Belgian Congo rely to a very consider
able extent upon Northern Rhodesian labour. Competition from
these various directions, already keen, is certain to grow; and it is
evident that, if Northern Rhodesia is not to lose the greater part of
its labour, its conditions must be made at least as attractive as those
which obtain in the other countries. It is even possible that it
will be necessary to offer slightly more attractive conditions in order
to counteract the additional lure of adventure which clings to the
idea of travel to distant lands. Prohibitive measures are of little
use, as the example of Southern Rhodesia, with its comparatively
short southern border and with the assistance of the Union's
restrictions on native immigration, clearly shows. On the mines,
the standard of pay and the general conditions of life are already
good; and all that is needed now is a system whereby natives in
the remoter parts of the country can get definite information of
openings for work, and can be properly looked after on the long
journey to the place of employment. The position of agricultural
labour is less satisfactory. The strength of the economic forces at
work is not yet fully realised, nor is it generally appreciated that
the supply of labour cannot be controlled by Government action. In
some parts of the country a change of outlook is necessary, but in
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many places and among the best farmers it is realised that only
by their own efforts will they attract and retain native labour on
their farms.
It is satisfactory to be able to record that the policy, to which
reference was made in the previous report, of reducing the tax
payable by natives in the eastern districts from 10$. to 7a. 6d,
has had satisfactory results. The total revenue from this source
has increased from ,6101,450 in 1924-25 to .6110,862 in the current
year, and of this increase the eastern districts were responsible
for j£2,064 despite the 25 per cent, reduction in the amount of
individual tax payable.
The most satisfactory aspect of this
increase lies not so much in the actual amount of money received
as in the evidence afforded that a greater number of individuals
have met one of their most important obligations to the State,
Grave crimes have been very rare in most parts of the Territory.
There have, however, been several murders, mostly of persons
accused of witchcraft, in the extreme north-west, where there are
large numbers of wild and superstitious immigrants from Angola.
The depth and persistence of the native belief in witchcraft was
also well illustrated in a series of murders which came to be called
the Mwanalesa" murders. An educated Nyasaland native, by
name Tomo Nyirenda, being without regular employment and
having been introduced to the doctrines and methods of the " Watch
Tower " preachers, adapted their baptismal rites t6 the ends of
the witch-flnder. In the course of a few months he caused numerous
persons to be put to death as witches. When Northern Rhodesia
became to hot to hold him, though the greatest difficulty was
experienced in getting from the natives any news of his movements,
he moved across the border into the Belgian Congo and continued
to conduct his murderous operations there. He was subsequently
forced to fly back into this Territory, where, after a persistent
chase, he was eventually captured, despite strenuous attempts by
the native population to assist his flight.
M

As a sequel to the Mwanalesa trial, there appeared some corre
spondence in the English and Rhodesian Press in which misgivings
were expressed as to the possession of firearms by natives.
The
returns furnished by District Officers show that there are 1,099
breechloading rifles, 1,763 breechloading shotguns, and 25,619
muzzleloading muskets owned by natives in a population of over
one million. The figures for the breechloading weapons jtj^jr be
taken as approximately correct, but it must be adraittnr? i*V
registration of muzzleloading muskets is incomplete in son a di*
tricts. Owing'to the length of time necessary to reload them and
to their shortness of range, their value as fighting weapons in oppo
sition to modern arms may be almost entirely discounted.
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XL—Education.
European Education.
There are six Government schools and four farm schools, of which
all, except one at Port Jameson, are situated on or near the
railway line. Two of the Government schools, those at Kalomo
and Mazabuka, have boarding houses attached to them with accom
modation for 44 children.
iVenty-two teachers were employed in the schools. The total
attendance at all schools at the close of the school year, 3rd
December, 1925, was 397, of whom 208 were boys and 189 girls,
an increase of 45 on the number at the 31st March, 1925. There
are, also, probably 150 children who are being educated outside
Northern Rhodesia. There remain something like 350 children
who receive no organised education at all.
Native Education.
As foreshadowed in last year's report, the Government began
in the year under review to take a more active interest in native
education.
A sub-department of Native Education under the
Department of Native Affairs came into being on the 1st April,
1925. A Director was appointed, also ah Advisory Board on which
missionaries, officials, and settlers were represented. This Board
had its first meeting in July, 1925. A provisional code for five
grades and four standards to cover the village and station schools
was drawn up. The system on which grants were to be allocated
was decided on, and £2,072 was distributed among various mis
sionary societies for the year.
The grants were designed
to encourage particularly the appointment of qualified Europeans
to train native teachers and to give agricultural training, the estab
lishment of more boarding schools for girls, and the systematising
of the industrial training already given in a somewhat haphazard
way on most mission stations. In the provisional code, emphasis
is laid on the teaching of hygiene, gardening and other manual
work and on the importance of recreation.
The only native schools under the immediate direction of the
Government are the Barotse National School and its seven outschools in B&otseland. The small school in the Livingstone
Location, previously supervised by the Government, was handed
over to ihe Paris Missionary Society, which received a subsidy for
its maintenance.
The missionary societies have for the most part displayed a
gratifying readiness to co-operate with the Government in the im
provement of educational facilities for natives. In addition to the
two Normal Schools of the Paris Mission at Sefula in Barotseland
and of the Primitive Methodist Mission at Kafue on the Railway
line/the White Fathers, the Dutch Reformed Church, the London
Missionary Society, and the Seventh Day Adventist Mission have
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all started Normal Schools during the year, receiving grants in aid
of the salaries of the educationists in charge, and the Garenganze
and We8leyan Methodist Missions have increased their European
educational staff.
Until teachers are better trained the out-schools in the vitiated
are necessarily of little educational value. Most of the 72 mission
stations in the Territory have station schools many of which are
doing useful educational work. Most of them take a few boarders.
There is a particularly good girls' school belonging to the London
Missionary Society at Mbercshi, with 108 boarders and a staff of
three ladies.
^
An effort is being made to adopt four of the principal native
languages for school purposes, and some success appears to be
attending the meetings for. this object of missionary representatives
and district officials. At present, owing to the multiplicity of
dialects there is a great waste of effort in the production of
vernacular literature.
Agricultural training it* being undertaken on several mission
stations. At Kambole Station of the London Missionary Society*
Mr. Ross is combining experiments in the growing of cotton,
coffee, fibre, and other tropical products with such industrial under
takings as the making of soap from palm oil and ropp from ftfyto.
He also grows wheat. Father Moreau, of the Jesuit Mission, is
establishing a model farm of such size as a native family may be
able later to carry on. The Dutch Reformed Church Mission has
started a course of training in agriculture and animal husbandry
at their Magwero station in the Fort Jameson District.
Government supervision for the year has h&d to be confined to
mteh visits to mission stations as the Director was able id make,
supplemented by two short tours made by a missionary educationist
on behalf of the Department.

XII.—Health.
The Government maintains European hospitals ut Livingstone,
Lusaka, Broken Hill, Mongu, Fort Jamoson, and Kasama* Native hospitals are also maintained at these places and at Mazabuka,
Solwezi, Ndola, and Fort Rosebery.
During the year, 607 Europeans were admitted to hospital, and
of these 27 died. No complete records as to the numbers df
Europeans treated outside the hospitals are available* The total
number of deaths among Europeans was 68 (the mortality rate
being 13.7 per 1,000). Of these deaths, seven were due to blackwater fever and six to malaria. These were the only deaths due to
purely climatic causes. The next highest mortality rates were due
to infantile diarrhoea and enteritis 5, pneumonia 4, gunshot
wounds 8. Two deaths were due to injuries caused by wild
animals, one being a lion and the other a crocodile.
'
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.X>U£ing the year, 5,010 ^natives were treated in-hospital, among
whom, there were 309 deaths.
* _.
.Influenza, usually mild iti type, has been endemic throughout the
Territory. In a few instances it assumed epidemic proportions
amongst the native population over limited areas and in groups of
villages. The death-rate i& not known, but there is reason for
supposing thpt it is low. The continued persistence of this disease
amongst natives at Broken Hill since 1918 and its peculiar mani
festations there are noteworthy.
Syphilis is widely distributed arid applications for treatment are
becoming more numerous, but the difficulty 6f inducing native's
suffering from thin disease to< undergo a* fail course of treatment
still remains.
i)ifficd% tk &\w nti\\ exjiot'm^iiii the c6lMfblof trdpfc.il ulcera
tion^ It is f bought, however; that the' inciderice of the disease' ik
graduilty dittiiniftilhg.
. . 2,838 cases of leprosy were reported in 1925, an increase of 49 o n
the total reported in 1924. These figures do not represent the total
incidence Qf this disease, and an effective leprosy survey of the
Territory would probably at least double them. Compulsory segre
gation ,ha$ not been attempted, as it could not j^e made effective
without stringent legislation and heavy expenditure, neither of
w.piclj ip^i present possible. Treatment is provided in all cases, in
which application is made, and '* llydnocreol *\ is in uRe for this
purpose, but the results up to the present are Indefinite.
Results in the treatment Of ya\v£ with bismuth and sodium
tartrate continue to be very satisfactory.
Three outbreaks of smallpox occurred dtiriri'g the year. Thivtyeight cases were reported in the Mweru-Liiaptiltt District, where t\ie
infection was introduced from the Beigiaii Bongo. Six cases were
reported in the Kasaina District. whrch,was probably infected
from the,Mw^ru-Luapula District. Forty-fite casefc Were reported
ifi 3arotseland where the infection was introduced from Portuguese
,West Africa^ These outbreaks were effectively limited by quaran
tine measures and vaccination. , 7 b* ,874 people were vaccinated and,
,30 far as ctjn be ascertained, the results of vaccination appear to
have been about 80 per cent, successful.
rj

No case's of "sleeptrig sickness Weire reported from the re-fettled
areas on W e liuaWila ftnd on Lhkes Mwerti infl Tanganyika. In
view of the very low incidence rafe of the disease fh the Lnnftgwn
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area arid of the hampering effect of the then existing sleeping sick
ness regulations on expansion of settlement and on road construe?
tion, these regulations were rescinded.
The District Administration has provided figures of native infant
mortality on certain Government stations. These, however, can
only be taken as roughly indicative of, and lower than, the rate
throughout the Territory. They are influenced in this comparison
by various factors such as better sanitary conditions, better housing,
regular food supplies, the elimination of the conditions which arise
from famine, and the provision of medical treatment of some sort.
It would appear that under, such conditions the infantile mortality
rate is approximately 42 per cent.
XIII.—Justice and Grime.
Justice is administered by the High Court of Northern Rhodesia
and by the Magistrates' and Native Commissioners' Courts subject
to appeal to and review by the High Court.
During the year the High Court dealt with 57 civil matters, as
opposed to 68 in the previous year, and heard five actions, four
uppoals, and one petition in bankruptcy. Sessions were held at
Broken Hill in January and September, and at Choma in November.
Ten criminal cases came before the Court, exclusive of reviews of
judgments of the lower Courts. These latter numbered 266, of
which 147 were confirmed, 27 quashed, 46 altered, two sent back
and subsequently approved, one sent back and subsequently quashed,
one returned with direction as to sentence, while in the remaining
forty-two cases the accused were bound over.
' l i e Criminal Investigation Department and the town and dis
trict branches of the Northern Rhodesia Police were involved in
3,476 prosecutions, as compared with 3,442 in the previous year.
In addition to these, a few cases are tried at stations where there
are no police; nor do these figures include the very targe number
of prosecutions for offences against the Native Tax Law.
The following figures show the convictions for the more serious
crimes:—
39
Robbery
Murder :
...
3
Manslaughter
8
Burglary
9
Arson
3
Rape and attempted rape
7
Forgery
12
Indecent assault
. 7
15
Assault causing bodily
Perjury
Housebreaking . . . .
16
harm
117
Thirty-two out of the thirty-rine sentences of death were com
muted to various terms of imprisonment. In the remaining seven
the law took its course.
Of the total number of persons accused of crime, 91.1 per cent,
were convicted.
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There are six central prisons: at Livingstone, Broken Hill,
Fort Jameson, Kasama, Mazabuka, * and Mongu, and 29 local
prisons at various out-stations. During the year 1925, 7,382
persons were committed to prison, 28 of whom were to serve
sentences of five years or more. The daily average was 911.3.
Twenty-three deaths occurred during *the period.

XIV.—Posts and Communications*
Seven post offices were stalled by officials of the Posts unci
Telegraphs Department. In addition to these, there were 29 other
offices, in which 22 officers of the District Service, four railway
officials, and three private persons acted m deputy postmasters.
A line canied over the Railway Company's poles affords tele
graphic communication between the Victoria Palls bridge and the
Belgian Congo and the intervening stations.
The line from
Livingstone to Broken Hill is double and the remainder single,
the length of wire totalling 894 miles. There is a telephone line
from Abercorn to Kasama, a distance of 100 miles. There is also
a line from the Nyasaland border to Abercorn, and another from
the same border further south to Port Jameson, the length of
wire being 149 miles and 8 miles respectively.
During the year, stamps and embossed stationery were sold
to the value of .£12,883. A sum of £2,796 was collected on behali
of the Customs Department on dutiable parcels and packets.
Money-orders were issued to the value of £24,770; £16,240 was
paid out in respect of money-orders issued elsewhere. Postal
orders issued numbered 33,053 and were worth £18,394; 12.013
were cashed worth £7,032. The cash-on-delivery system enjoyed
increased popularity, and 2,287 packets, valued at £7,244, were
dealt with under it. 9,421 articles were undelivered and passed
through the Returned Letter Office. The following table shows
the quantities of the various kinds of mail matter received and
despatched during the year.
Received.
Despatched.
Letters
1,081,340
1,108,226
Postcards
25,688
32,376
Newspapers
392,080
49,400
Bookpackets
191,048
126,880
Parcels
34,996
8,944
Registered Articles
...
32,916
29,900
A telephone service exists at Livingstone, connecting 28 Govern
ment offices and 34 business premises and private residences. A
trunk line affords communication with the Victoria Palls Hotel.
The present system is no longer adequate to the demand, and the
service is being increased.
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The principal means of communication is the Railway, which,
after leaving Livingstone, runs in a north-easterly direction
dividing the country into two nearly equal portions. It is owned
partly by the Rhodesia Railways Company, partly by the Mashonaland Railway Company, and partly by the Rhodesia-Katanga
Junction Railway and Mining Company, but it is run under the
same management as the Beira and Mashonaland Railways, and,
together with them, forms in effect a single system which stretches
from Vryburg in Bechuanaland and from Beira in Portuguese
East Africa through Southern Rhodesia to Sakania in the Belgian
Congo. A single line enters the Protectorate by means of a re
markable bridge spanning at a height of nearly 400 feet the River
Zambesi at the gorge some 200 yards below the Victoria Falls;
it passes Livingstone, crosses the Kafue at the station of that
name, and enters the Belgian Congo slightly north of Ndola. The
total length of line within the Territory is 507 miles, and there
are no branch lines.
With the exception of the shorfc road known as the Jameson
Road from Livingstone to the Victoria Palls, a distance of seven
miles, and the private road of the Broken Hill Mining Company
between their mine and the hydro-electric power station of the
Mulungushi, a distance of thirty-six miles, there are no macadamconstructed roads in the country, and these only can be described
as really all-weather " roads. All the other roads in the Terri
tory are earth roads, and though the rivers are bridged with bushtimber bridges and the roads embanked and sometimes gravelled
where they cross marshland, traffic is interrupted for at least
two months of the year, usually February and March.
M

In the last two years, the mileage of roads passable for from
eight to ten months in the year has very considerably increased;
and during the season when they are open these roads compare
favourably with roads in Southern Rhodesia and the Union of
South Africa. The following are the main lines of road now
open :—
The Great North Road runs from the Victoria Palls via
Livingstone, Mazabuka, Lusaka, Broken Hill, and Ndola
to the Belgian Congo border, whence it continues in Belgian
territory to Elisabethville.
A road, known as the Military Road, leaves the Great North
Road at Kashitu, between Broken Hill and Ndola, and runs
in a north-easterly direction via Serenje, Mpika, Chambesi,
and Kasama to Abercorn, a distance of about 600 miles. This
road is to be joined up with the Tanganyika road system
and will eventually form part of the Cape to Cairo road.
Where the Great North Road enters Belgian territory a
branch road runs off to the north-west to Solwezi and Kasempa.
Other off-sets from the Great North Road lead to Mumbwa
(72 miles) and to Mkushi (50 miles),
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Another road from Ndola crosses Belgian territory and
re-enters Northern Rhodesia at Kapalala, which is a port
of entry. This road forms the main line of communication
with the Mweru-Luapula District.
Work is proceeding on the Great East Road, which is
destined to link Port Jameson with Lusaka and the railway.
It is hoped that through communication along this road will
be established by the end of 1927.
All these roads have numerous branches leading to farms, mission
stations, or other points of European settlement in the various
districts through which they pass. The next few years will un
doubtedly see a very great development in all branches of
communications.
R. S. W . DICKINSON,
Assistant Ohief Secretary.
LIVINGSTONS,

27th August, 1927.
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