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Colony.

1892

Lagos
Sierra Leone
Fiji
Rodrigues St. Helena
British Bechuanaiand
British Guiana
Newfoundland
Jamaica Victoria Bermuda Gambia
Hong Kong
St. Vincent
Gibraltar Bahamas Turks and Caicos Islands
Leeward Islands Barbados Malta
Zululand British Honduras Trinidad and Tobago
Falkland Islands Rodrigues
Mauritius Straits Settlements
Labuan
Basutoland
St. Lucia St. Helena
Ccvlon
Fiji
Grenada Sierra Leone

»»

»
1892-93
1892
1892-93
1892
1893
11
19
99
11
11
19
99
19

>>
11
99
99
99

11

1893-94
1893
u
n
n

91

MISCELLANEOUS.
No.

2
3

Colony.

Gold Coast
Zululand Sierra Leone

Subject,

Economic Agriculture.
Forests.
Geology and Botany,
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Sir

W.

G.

CAMERON to the MARQUESS OF R I P O N .

' Government House, Cape Town,
(Extract.)
August 4, 1894.
I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship's
information, a copy of a despatch from the Administrator of
British Bechuanaiand, enclosing the annual reports of the
Territory for the year 1893-4.
It would be convenient if printed copies of these reports could
be sent out at an early date.
I concur with Sir S. Shippard in thinking that the progress
of the Colony during the past financial year has been satisfactory,
although I consider that the diminution in the export of produce
of the Colony proper is not a healthy sign.
I do not propose to comment on the various suggestions which
are made in the course of the reports, as it will be more convenient
that they should, where necessary, be made the subject of separate
despatches.
I am glad, however, to note the economy and increased efficiency
attained by the transfer of the Post Office to the charge of the
Cape Postmaster-General.

I

83470.

Wt. 20343.
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From the ADMINISTRATOR, Vryburg, to His Excellency the
H I G H COMMISSIONER, Cape Town.
'

Administrator's Office, British Bechuanaland,
(Extract.)
Vryburg, July 24, 1894.
I HAVE the honour to forward, for your Excellency's
information, the following reports on the progress and condition of the
Crown Colony of British Bechuanaland, and of the Bechuanaland
Protectorate, for the year ending the 31 st March 1894 :—
Page.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20

The Colonial Secretary and Receiver-General
The Crown Prosecutor
The Surveyor-General
The Registrar of Deeds.*
The Postmaster-General
The Collector of Customs
The Inspector of Native Reserves
The Master of the Chief Magistrate's Court.*
The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis
trate of Vryburg The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis
trate of Mafeking The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis
trate of Taungs The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis
trate of Kuruman The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis
trate of Gordonia The District Surgeon of Vryburg
The Macron of Vryburg Hospital
The District Surgeon of Mafeking
The District Surgeon of Gordonia
The District Surgeon of Taungs
•
The Disiriet Surgeon of Kuruman The Assistant Commissioner for the Southern
Protectorate
-

21. The Assistant Commissioner of Palapye
22. The Officer Commanding the Bechuanaland
Border Police, including reports from
Medical Officers 23. The Engineer Officer in charge of Public
Works*
Not primed.

9
12
14
20
25
32.

33
36
39
41
42
43
4 3
44
44
45
46
46
48
51
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These reports show that the progress of British Bechuanaiand
during the past financial year has been eminently satisfactory.
(1.) The revenue during this period has been the highest received
in afty year since the establishment of Her Majesty's Sovereignty
in this Territory and it bids fair to increase steadily.
The increased expenditure* has been due solely to the part taken
by the Bechuanaiand Border Police in successful military
operations in Matabeleland. The revenue exhibits an increase of
upwards of 10,000/. over that of the preceding financial year,
while, apart from war payments, the nominal expenditure would have
shown a decrease of about 6,000/. on that of the previous year.
(3.) The value of Jand in the Crown Colony has risen.
Notwithstanding this, the limited area of vacant Crown Land
still available is offered for sale on very moderate and favourable
terms.
(5.) The work of the Postal and Telegraph Department has
been satisfactorily performed. The actual loss in carrying on the
Department during the past financial year has been reduced to
1,329/. 5s. ld while the revenue is increasing, so that before long
the Postal and Telegraph Service of British Bechuanaiand and
the Protectorate will in all probabilitv be self-supporting. The
Post Office Savings Bank is productive jf great public benefit.
There is a general movement, in which the Vryburg Chamber
of Commerce is taking the lead, in favour of the reduction of
inland and intercolonial letter postage to the uniform Cape rate
of one penny per half-ounce, and also of the cost of telegrams to a
uniform rate of one shilling for twelve words and one penny for
every additional word.
9>

(6.) During the pastfinanc:?lyear, the Bechuanaiand Protectorate
was admitted into the South African Customs Union.
The Customs returns show that there has been no decline in
local trade in British Bechuanaiand ; that there has been an
increase of 78£ per cent, in the value of goods entered for removal
to the Protectorate; and that in the value of goods removed under
rebate through Bechuanaiand to the territory of the British
South Africa Company last year there has been an increase of
131 per cent.
Tnthe quarter ending the 30th September 1893, the preparation
in connection with the war in Matabeleland, combined with a
reduction in rates, caused an increase in through traffic of no less
than 642 per cent, over that of the corresponding quarter of the
year 1892.
During the quarter ending the 31st March iast, the value of
goods removed under rebate through Bechuanaiand to Matabeleland
and Maehonaland was 72 per cent, greater than during the
corresponding period in 1893.
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There has been a steady decrease in the quantity of wool and
mohair exported during the past three years. Owing to the
ravages of locusts, the quantity of cereals exported from Bechuanaland to the Cape Colony was only one-sixth of the previous year's
total.
The item, agricultural produce (including potatoes), shows an
increase of about 110 per cent over the exports for the preceding
year.
The export of timber and firewood has decreased in consequence
of the substitution of South African coal for wood at Kimberley and
elsewhere.
The weight of skins, hides, horns, and ivory exported shows a
decrease of 15 per cent., partly due to the fact that lung sickness
has been of late less prevalent among native cattle. Efforts have
been made, by means of stringent laws and by the imposition of A
high license, with the concurrence of the Native Chiefs in the
Protectorate, to prevent the total destruction of many beautiful
kinds of big game, for which South Africa was formerly famous.
The wanton destruction of these creatures, and especially the
useless slaughter of vast numbers of female and young elephants,
in past years is to be deplored. Ivory is now becoming very
scarce south of the Zambesi. In 1892, the value of the ivory that
passed through Mafeking was. 3,500/. Last year it was less than
1,000/., and, if the precautions nov- being taken fail of effect, the
extinction of the elephant in South Africa may be regarded as a
question of a comparatively short time.
(7.) The natives throughout the Crown
peaceable, law-abiding, and fairly prosperous.
tax collected, viz., 3,940/. 10*. only falls short
60/., and the increase on the collection of
amounts to 579/. 10*.

Colony have been
The amount of hutof the estimate by
the previous years

(8.) The report of the Master of the Chief Magistrate's Court
shows a balance of Trust funds in hand amounting to 4,595/. 5s..
all invested in the Post Office Savings Bank at 3 | per cent.
(9.-13.) The reports of the Civil Commissioners and Resident
Magistrates of the several districts are indicative of general
prosperity and steady progress and, taken in conjunction with
the report of the Crown Prosecutor, exhibit a comparative absence
of serious crime.
The influx of young farmers from the Cape Colony and the
neighbouring republics has been considerable for some time past
and more than three-fourths of the farms in the district of Vryburg
are now occupied.
The scheme adopted by the Vryburg Management Board
for supplying the town with water from certain springs on the
west has proved successful.
The town of Mafeking is now plentifully supplied with pure
water through the enterprise of the members of a local syndicate.
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Under a lease granted to them by the Chief Montsioa with the
Bnnm
odncurrence of his people, the water is brought from a spring in HwirtjAiiai
the Native Reserve to a receiving tank near the border of the
i^JSSr
commonage, through which it is conveyed in iron pipes to the
—'
European town, the total fall from the spring being 60 feet, and
from the receiving tank 28 feet. The supply of water far exceeds
the requirements of the present population of the European
township, and the surplus water could be readily conducted by pipes
through the Police Camp and down to Montsioa's village.
The jpublic service sustained last year a severe loss by the death
of Major Stanley Lowe, Civil Commissioner and Resident
Magistrate of Taungs, who had done much good work in this
Territory, where he was universally esteemed.
In spite of the damage done by locusts and excessive rains
throughout the Territory during the past year, the new crops appear
to be unusually promising, and no scarcity need be apprehended,
a t least as regards the Protectorate and the Molopo Native
Reserve. The new wheel-tax imposed on all owners of vehicles
for the purpose of providing funds for the repair of roads, appears
to have occasioned much dissatisfaction among some of the native
tribes, especially the Batlapin of Taungs. The rate levied is 10s.
per annum for a waggon and 5s. for a cart. The Inspector of
Native Reserves reports that large numbers of natives have
already left the Crown Colony and set led in the Protectorate in
order to evade payment of both hut-tax and wheel-tax.
Technical instruction is needed by the natives of Bechuanaland,
but in other respects adequate provision has been made by mis
sionary societies for their education. Efforts have been made to
supply the want of education for European children. The best
possible use has been made of the Government grant in aid of
undenominational schools for European children in Vryburg and
Mafeking, and also of farm schools in the District of Vryburg.
Much however remains to be done; more school buildings and
furniture and more teachers are urgently required.
The Vryburg Hospital is well managed and has proved a great
boon to the community.
An outbreak of small-pox at Mafeking has been stamped out
through the vigorous measures adopted by the Village Manage
ment Board with the support of the Government. A lazaretto
was promptly established with complete isolation, vaccination was
insisted upon and the Board was by Proclamation invested with
coercive powers, which were used with satisfactory results.
(18.) In the Protectorate during the past year, the chiefs Sebele
and Lenchwe have occasioned some trouble. Scheie's refusal to
comply with an award made by the Assistant Commissioner of the
Southern Protectorate in a dispute about cattle with a native
named Chwene led to preparations for an expedition which was
rendered unnecessary by the submission of the Bakwena chief at
the last moment.

8
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A dispute between some of Khama's people and tome of Scheie's
men respecting boundaries and water rignts led to lots of life,
but was dealt with as an ordinary criminal case by the AssistantCommissioner.
The aggression of the Bakhatla Chief Lenchwe on the territory
of the Bamangwato threatened at one time to lead to hostilities
between Khama and Lenchwe. This danger has been averted, and
the Chiefs have agreed to submit to the award of a Commission
appointed to arbitrate on the questions at issue.*
The plundering of Baralong caravans in the German Protec
torate on their wny from Damaraland, and the massacres of
Bechuanas within the British Protectorate by the Korannas of
Gobabi's under the late Andries Lambert have been put a stop
to by the German Authorities, by whom that Chief was taken
prisoner and shot.
The recent military operations in which the Bechuanaland Border
Police took part in Matabeleland are too well-known to need more
than a passing reference here.
(20.) Satisfactory progress has been made by the Department of
Public Works both in the Crown Colony and Protectorate under
the able supervision of Major Panzera.
In conclusion, I desire to express my cordial appreciation of the
excellent work done by the members of the Bechuanaland Civil
Service and also of the invaluable services of the Bechuanaland
Border Police.
His Excellency the
Governor and High Commissioner,
Cape Town.

SIDNEY

SHIPFARD,

Administrator.

* NOTE.—Since the above wrs written the award has been made and accepted.
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REPORT of the COLONIAL SECRETARY and

RECEIVER-GENERAL

for the year 1893-94.
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1898-4.

(Extract.)
Vryburg, July 7, 1894.
I HAVE the honour to submit the annual report of this
Department for the year ending the 31st March last.
The following are comparative statements of revenue and
expenditure in British Bechuanaiand, and the Protectorate, during
the last five financial years:—
Revenue

—

!

1889-90.

1890-91.

1891-92.

j1892-98.

1898-94

1

£

£
2,448

£
12,579

£
13,326

£
16,392

2,246

3,410

1,975

3,450

3,941

2,361

2,917

3,252

3,228

3,024

Revenue stamps

1,534

2,154

2,743

2,514

2,515

Transfer duty -

2,497

2,730

2,996

2,993

3223

Auction duty -

69

190

223

197

242

292

772

565

654

939

Survey receipts

1,291

1,507

538

2,820

4,097

r Colony Post Office <
I Protectorate
Telegraphs
-

1,366

2,204

3,096

2,535

635

1,412

3,017

2,202

1,431

2,543

2,605

2,492

2,431

Quit-rents

3,287

4,330

3,758

3,871
410

5,574

Customs Revenue
Hut tax
Licenses

.

.

.

Fines an* fees

n

.

.

.

Other rents Sales of Government property Sundries
Sundry receipts in aid

—

195

474

166

606

2,440

465

315

134

215

340

125

169

1,140

1,123

1,724

2,125

3,353

2,475

3,100

406

—

452

1,344

1,100

18,449

31,231

45,875

45,157

52,796

1,099

11,270

5,061

187

2,574

19,548

42,501

50,936

j 45,344

55,370

Contribution from British South
Africa Company
-

—

Protectorate revenue Total, excluding land sales Land sales

-

Total-

-

£

| 5,195

265

_
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Expenditure.

UJD.

1898*4.
1889-90.. 1890-91. 1891-92. 1892-98. 1898-94.

A

£

950

887

905

8,374

8,016

8,274

3,161

1,424

2,350

2,174

9,302

2,887

Store Department

578

516

—

—

—.

Native affal

515

871

898

1,410

11,77

1,881

3,092

4,141

8,882

4,206

5,986
9,661

6,809

7,180

7,258

15,621

14,846

12,593

1,122

1,167

1,392

95,891

94,234

178,773

807

568

968

£
1,250

Administrator's Department

2,709

Colonial Secretary and Receiver
General's Department

Pensions -

Legal Department
District Administration

5,318

-

Customs Police

66,689

-

Education

.

Transport

-

Miscellaneous

-

j
!

7,121

Posts and Telegraphs

.

.
1,309

j(
j 106,229
j
248

j

914

1,045

2*281

774
2,240

533

-

4,298

3,788

4,752

Surveyor General's Department -

3,879

11,014

8,832

6,920

6,670

—

—

1,210

500

-

-

Hospital Public works recurrent
„

„

-

| 8,5281

extraordinary

815

Assistant Commissioner, Palapye „

„

Gaberones

Special payments

919

892

1,839

1,779

5,929

8,153

7 685

2,408

2,085

851

865

1,160

1,642

1,536

1,435

4,551

762

73

mmmm

Concessions Commissions
Total

939

£ 98,405

—

—
585

—

158,392 154,929 1154,087

1

•237,928"

1

REVENUE.

The revenue under customs may be considered as satisfactory,
though it is true that the Crown Colony share of the total (12,816/.)
showg no increase on the amount realised last year. The reason
for this and the items of the substantial amount collected this
year for the first time from this source in the Protectorate are
fully dealt, with in the report of the Collector of Customs.
The items, licenses, revenue stamps, auction duty, post-office,
telegraphs, rents, sales of Government Property and sundries are
normal and call for no remark beyond those which have been
offered in the reports of officers charged with their collection.
The items, hut-tax, transfer duty, survey receipts, and quit-rents
show a satisfactory increase.
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The increase in the proceeds from hut-tax is d i e . to Hie BJJSSL.
assistance received by the Inspector of Native, »JUser,i?e« V&ibe
addition of a collector to his staff, and would, no doubt, have been, < M M .
reater, had not the inspector himself been detached on special
uties for some months in the past year.
The increases under the heads of transfer duty. Survey receipts,
and quit-rents are noticeable at evincing an appreciation of land in
the territory. I t is evident that farmers are now able to take out
their titles and pay their rents where the latter are reasonable.
The Protectorate Revenue as shown does not include the amount
realized from the entry of the Protectorate into the Customs
Union, which has resulted in an addition of 3,814/., to the revenue,'
shown under the head of customs.
The revenue from other sources in the Protectorate is
disappointing. The absence of any taxation of natives there is
also likely to prejudice the Hut Tax receipts in this Territory,
as numbers of natives are sure to remove to places where they
are not liable for Hut or Wheel Tax. The fact that no taxation
is levied on the natives in the Protectorate has, moreover, a bad
effect both on them and on the natives in the Crown Colony;
many of the former have an idea that the Government cannot, or
dare not, tax them; while the latter suffer from a sense of injury
in having to pay ten shillings for a hut and ten shillings for a
waggon, while other and less loyal natives, whom we have
protected and are protecting at great expense, go scot free.
Land Sales:—There have been a fair number of transactions
under this head, and the sales concluded during the past year are
not only directly profitable, but indirectly furnish a valuable
addition to the llevenue. The majority of the purchasers are,
or propose to become, genuine occupiers of the land, and the fact
of land being occupied as well as sold much enhances the value of
the transaction to Government, who receive thereby additional
revenue from Customs and other heads. No great quantity of
direct revenue can in the future be expected from sales of land in
the Crown Colony, as, when the demands of the British South
Africa Company, in consideration of the Mafeking Railway
extension, have been satisfied, there will be but little suitable
Crown Land left for disposal south of the Molopo.

S

EXPENDITURE.

Of the twenty items shown, those for ordinary civil
administration all adhere pretty closely to the amounts shown in
the revised estimate submitted in December last, and call for
no observation.
The amount set down in the original and approved estimates
for Police was 89,750/., aud on the outbreak of hostilities in
Matabeleland it became necessary to ask for a supplementary
vote, which was fixed at 80,000?. The actual expenditure was
178,773/, showing an excess of 9,023/.
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The value of forage, clothing, saddlery, arms, ammunition,
d i c a l stores, and camp equipment, either unissued, unexpended,
or on loan to the British South Africa Company on the 31st
March last is, however, considerably in excess of this sum. The
purchase of these articles wa*, however, necessary, and their being
still on hand should result in a large saving under the head of
*' Other Charges in the Police vote for the current year.
It may also be mentioned that a charge of 5,305/. for telegraph
extension, made at the time for military purposes, is also included
in this amount, and would appear to be now more properly
chargeable to Posts and Telegraphs.
The excess of actual over estimated payments for all services is
5,506/., which is, however, almost balanced by a surplus of 4,770?.
of actual against estimated revenue.
Apart from the Matabele war expenditure, the financial
statement I now submit to your Honour presents satisfactory
signs that the progress of the country is, though gradual, distinct,
and that the cost of its administration does not increase in
proportion to the additional duties that have devolved upon
the Government through an increase of population and fresh
legislation. The revenue shows an increase of 10,026/. over that
of the preceding year. The expenditure, apart from the war
payments, would have shown a decrease of at least 6,000/. on that
of the previous year.
m e
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F . J . NEWTON,

His Honour the Administrator,
Vryburg.

Colonial Secretary and
Receiver-General.

REPORT of the CROWN PROSECUTOR.

The state of crime in the Crown Colony during the year ending
April 30th last has, with the exception of a slight increase in
stock thefts, been more or less normal. In almost every instance
these stock thefts were committed by Colonial Kafirs who arc
no led for their cattle-lifting proclivities. Of late years there has
been a steady influx from the Cape Colony of these natives, who
were obliged to move from locations on private farms, in consequence
of the enforcement of the Native Locations Acts. They have
settled on private farms and on Natives Reserves in this Territory
and are a source of annoyance to adjoining farmers. In my opinion,
stock theft would be greatly minimized by the strict enforcement
of the laws dealing with Native Reserves and private locations, and
by so amending the law relating to the removal of stock as to
prevent such removal except on printed passes, properly stamped.
Under existing law, cattle, &c.,may be removed upon written passes
signed bya magistrate, justice of the peace,field-cornet,or landholder.

/03
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An opportunity of forging the signatures of these persons i? thus
afforded, and these Colonial Kafirs do not hesitate, in the case of
r^len stock, to avail themselves of the inadequacy of the law, and,
as the police are, in many instances, unable to detect these forgeries,
the amendment I have suggested appears to be expedient I may
mention that the necessity of printed passes bearing a particular
mark or stamp has been discussed in the Cane Parliament during
the present session, and I have reason to believe that the Cattle
Removal Act will be amended accordingly.
There have been numerous convictions under the law prohibiting
the supply of liquor to natives, but I am pleased to be able to
report that in two instances only were the offenders licensed
victuallers, this crime being almost entirely confined to degraded
Europeans, and half-castes ("Cape boys") not members of any native
tribe, kraal, or location. I am inclined to think that, were the
liquor law so amended as either to include half-castes, irrespective
of residence, within the category of the term " Native" or, while
not prohibiting the sale of liquor to them, to declare that the liquor
must be consumed on the licensed premises of the victualler, the
illicit traffic would be materially lessened.
The Proclamation regulating the sale of Kafir beer in native
locations within the limits of townships, has not, in the case of
Vryburg, proved a beneficial measure, for drunkenness amongst
native servants and others residing in the location has by no means
decreased. T therefore venture to suggest the repeal of this
Proclamation and the prohibition of the making, selling, or supply
of Kafir beer within the limits of townships.
I am pleased to say that the law imposing a tax on vehicles,
which I feared would be an unpopular enactment, has been most
willingly and cheerfully observed.
The health of the prisoners throughout the Territory has been
remarkably good. They have been usefully employed in brickmaking, erecting public buildings and on other public works. The
cost of their maintenance, so far as the Central gaol at Vryburg is
concerned, is about equal to the value of the work they perform.
I, however, consider that their labour would be more remunerative
were they placed under stricter supervision, for they are at present,
when outside the precincts of the gaols, under the charge of native
guards, who are utterly incapable of exercising over them the
necessary control and of enforcing prcper discipline.
1 have in former reports expressed an opinion in favour of the
establishment of a Recorder's Court, with jurisdiction equal to
that of the Supreme Court of the Cape Colony. I am still of the
same opinion. The proceedings in several cases adjudicated upon
during the year covered by this report clearly show that the
jurisdiction vested in Resident Magistrates is excessive, and point
to the necessity of a change in the present judicial system. If, on
financial or other grounds, it be considered inexpedient to establish
a Recorder's Court, I would suggest that serious criminal cases be
tried either by a special Court consisting of the Chief Magistrate
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and two Magistrates or by the Magistrate of the district assisted
\yy t
four assessors The former course is preferable, for it
would, I think, be more satisfactory and would, moreover* enable
the Crown Prosecutor to supervise and conduct many important
prosecutions, over which he has, under existing circumstances
very little, and in some instances ho,Control whatsoever.
I desire again to call attention to the very urgent need of an
Extradition Treaty between this Territory and the South African
Republic.
With respect to my department, the Bechuanaland Protectorate
offers few materials for an annual report, and as the Assistant
Commissioners and Magistrates have doubtless in their annual
reports furnished His Honour the Administrator with criminal
statistics, it will perhaps be sufficient for me to remark that, with
the exception of one case of murder in which the accused was
found guilty and executed, the few crimes committed were not
serious.
I take this opportunity of testifying to the very able and efficient
manner in which Dr. Ward performed the duties attached to the
office of Crown Prosecutor on the occasions when I was engaged
on the Protectorate Concession Commission and the Bechuanaland
Concession Court.
w o
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J.

VINTCENT,

Crown Prosecutor.

R e p o r t of the

Surveyor General

for

1893-4.

Surveyor-General's Office, Vryburg,
British Bechuanaland,
(Extract.)
April 25, 1894.
A s a preface to my report for the year 1893-1894, I have
thejjhonour to state that on my arrival hereon the 1st of May 1893
the«^ first question which presented itself was the advantageous
ilisposal of the vacant Crown Lands, the conditions of sale of which
presented great difficulties. Provisional rights of selection of land
had already been granted to two or three applicants, pending His
Excellency the Governor's approval of the proposed Conditions of
Sale, based on suggestions made by the late Surveyor-General,
and partly approved of by His Excellency the Governor. During
this year, and before the publication of the conditions of sale
eventually sanctioned by His Excellency on the 7th December
last, I registered a large number of applications for land, the
applicants for which have since for the most part fulfilled the
preliminary provisions prescribed in these conditions. The
demand for hind is increasing, but the land desired by applicants
has now been applied for by the British South Africa Company,
and I do not look forward to many more sales, except in the north
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of Gordonia, where 1 thiuk land could be sold at Is. per morgen.
An application was also received from the London and Pretoria
tut***
Financial Company, the present representatives of the Beehuanaland Estate Syndicate offering to return the larger number of farms,
comprising the 1,000 square miles purchased by the latter
Company, and on which there was payable an annual quit-rent of
1,265/. 19*. 6<£., together with an arrear balance of 54Z. 19s. 6rf»,
on receiving a certain number of farms in freehold. Tins matter
has not i been finally settled.
On the 3rd July 1893, a Commission, consisting of F. J. Newton,
Esq., O.M.G., Mr. R. Girdwood, and myself, appointed to enquire
into the claims of du-Toit and others for land surveyed into the
Genesa Location, and to settle the boundaries of the Marokwen
Location, proceeded to these places and returned to Vryburg on
the 21st July. They submitted their reports, the recommendations
contained in which were eventually approved of by His Excellency
the Governor. The result was that du-Toit, and the other
claimants received the land claimed by them, and the natives were
granted the farm " Jakals Draai" in compensation as an addition to
their location in lieu of the ground given up to the farmers above
mentioned. As, however, the farm " Jakals Draai " was mortgaged
the Imperial Government for portion of the Stellaland Debt it
became necessary to recommend the release of this farm from its
mortgage, and I suggested that the farms Bitsjes Vlakte and
Ongeluks Spruit should be mortgaged in lieu thereof. Pending
further correspondence with the Secretary of State I have
recommended the sale of all the farms mortgaged by public auction
on condition that no sale take place if the total of the highest bids
does not cover the mortgage still due to the Imperial Government,
viz., 1,838/., together with expenses of sale. His Excellency has
approved of the sale of these farms on this understanding, to be
held on the 3rd of May next.
About the 3rd of September last, I proceeded to Upington with
Mr. St. Quintin, and Mr. Vintcent, the Crown Prosecutor, to hold
a sitting of the British Bechuanaiand Concession Court, for the
purpose of taking evidence in the land and other claims in the
Mier country and the Territory claimed by William Christian;
and returned to this on the 24th of October last The British
Bechuanaiand Concession Court held a sitting on the 13th of
November at Vryburg and, on the 7th of December, 63 claims for
farms, representing 981,700 morgen or 3,297 square miles of land,
were confirmed. All these farms were situated in the Mier
Country. The Vilander Concession Syndicate also obtained the
confirmation of their claim to the right of Minerals in the Mier
Territory.
I was absent on leave from the 20th of November 1893 to the
1st of January 1894. The three months ending the 31st March
1894 were chiefly occupied in working off arrears of work
accumulated in my absence, together with current work, which
was readily done after the arrival of Mv. Matthews, who took
(
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Assistant Surveyor-General on the
*
°* ^ '
'
' >
* * ^
desire
record my grateful
appreciation of the consideration accorded my recommendation
by His Excellency the Governor in the appointment of this
gentleman to that position. I can safely leave time and the
future results of work done in this office to justify the wisdom of
the appointment.
While at Upington, I proceeded to Kei Karriss Island with a
view of ascertaining whether there was a possibility of utilizing it
for agricultural purposes, and I am favourably impressed with
what I saw. I propose recommending a preliminary survey of the
Island with the view of ascertaining the practicability of leading
the water from the Orange River over portion of it.
The subject of outspans has also cropped up during the year and
I intend to recommend favourably an application made by Mr. E.
C. Windley for a farm at Scheurberg on condition th it he shall
succeed in securing a sufficient permanent supply of water for the
use of travellers there.
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ANNUAL REPORT,

Trigonometrical

t 0

1893-1894.

Survey.

Mr. Surveyor Rosman has sent in an interesting report shewing
the difficulties he had to contend with during the last portion of
the Trigonometrical Survey carried through the southern portion of
the Mier country and northwards along the 20th Meridian, and
describing the way the principal points had been marked on the
ground, especially on the sand dunes, by iron pipes sunk in concrete.
He follows with a description of the signals for observing erected
over the centre of these marks, and describes the instrument used,
which was made by Repsokl and Sohne and ordered by Mr. Gill, the
Astronomer Royal, for him. H e then proceeds to state that the
mean error of a single angle taken with this instrument was
m = + 0"*628 and the probable error p = ± 0" 424, which might
have been better, considering the class of instrument used, were it
not for the bad foundation on the sand dunes for steadying such
an instrument. H e further states that in the careful measurement
of the Russian arc by Struve the mean angular error was ±0"'G0
and in that of the principal triangulation of Prussia the angular
error was + 0" 65.
Mr. Bosnian describes how, with this instrument and his
triangulation, he determined the geodetical position of the points,
Aries Line, Staal Pan, Lavendel Vlei, and Vet River, giving the
distances of each from the 20th Meridian as follows : —
Aries Line to 20th Meridian measured westwards,—i 1*287
0, Roods.
Staal Pan to 20th Meridian,—13*50 C. Roods.
Lavendel Vlei to 20th Meridian,—15*64 C Roods.
Vet River to 20th Meridian,—1747 C.Roods.
#

#
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He also gives the plane co-ordinates of these points together with
the bearings of Vet River, Lavendel Vlei, and Staal Pan, from
Aries Line. It is a proof of Mr. Moorees s care in his rough work
that his points came so well in line and so near the 20th Meridian,
as defined by Mr. Bosnian, and land surveyors can now easily
define and extend this line northwards as the surveys in that
District progress.
After comparing the latitude and longitude of the points
Upington and V e t River, as obtained astronomically and geodetically, which agree within half a second in the case of Upington,
and within 27 of a second in the case of Vet River as given in
Mr. Windlay's report last year, he regrets at not yet having been
able to complete the reduction of the astronomical observations
for azimuth in order to compare them with the geodetic results,
but promises to furnish the same when complete. Mr. Bosnian's
work requires no criticism from me and is of a very high class and
in every way worth the expenditure incurred. Besides this
triangulation of Mr. Bosnian's, which has been the means of
defining the 20th Meridian properly on the ground, a small
extension of the trigonometrical survey on a less elaborate scale,
at the cost of 10s. per square mile, was made by Messrs. Wessels
and Cloete covering 300 square miles as far as the Geuesa Location
and by this means a large number of the farms surveyed in the
District during last year could be connected with the co-ordinate
system of the country. Mr. Theal, who also had occasion to survey
farms a long way from the furthest points of the triangulation of the
country, carried on a minor triangulation at his own expense, on the
understanding that if the proposal I had made to extend these minor
triangulations was approved of he would receive some remuneration
for his work.
During my absence in Gordonia, Messrs. Wessels and Cloete
received instructions to survey Morokwen, and I have to record
my extreme regret that no provision v.as made for connecting this
survey with the co-ordinate System of the Territory.
These gentlemen have done the best they could under the
circumstances by connecting it with the survey of the Southern
Lands Company, which was surveyed on an extension of the
trigonometrical system. This, however, is not a very satisfactory
connexion to have, and I trust that I will not ask in vain that,
duilng the present financial year, I may be allowed to cause a
minor triangulation to be thrown over this part of the country, so
as to connect this work, and the farms at present applied for under
the new conditions of sale with the Trigonometrical Survey of
British Bechuanaland.
#

Co-ordinate

Surveys.

During this year the diagrams of 199 farms, and portions of
farms surveyed on the basis of the Trigonometrical Survey of the
Territory, have been filed in this office, viz.:—
56 farms by Surveyor Theal.
20 farms by Surveyor Dale.
I
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Weasels * Oloete.
35 farms by Goodger.
42 farms by Tindall and Windley.
7 portions of farms by Tindall and Windley.
i

a

v

m

B

Boundary

between Montsioa and Bathoen.

Also the diagrams of 131 buildings and water erven, 110 of
which were surveyed about Upington, and 21 at Taungs.
Mr. Ashton has defined the boundary between Montsioa and
Bathoen in the Protectorate on the ground, and has also surveyed
a Mission erf, near Mafeking.
Keimoes.

Besides the above surveys, Messrs. Tindall and Windley have
surveyed the erven at Keimoes, and several other private farms,
the diagrams of which they have not yet handed in to this office.
Government Farms,

Gordonia.

Eighteen farms have been surveyed in Gordonia for the
Government, which I propose recommending for sale by public
auction very shortly. Among the farms surveyed by Mr. Goodger
at Upington are included the Crown Reserve, Commonage, and
the Horse Station at Upington, and amongst those surveyed by
Messrs. Tindall and Windley is included the Keimoes commonage,
and the before-mentioned eighteen Government farms.
In the district of Vryburg, the only Government forms that
have been surveyed are the farms Gannalaagter, and Biesjes Vlakte
(by Messrs. Wessels and Cloete).
Among the erven surveyed by Mr. Goodger, eight belong to
Government, besides a water erf, the Gaol, and Police Reserves,
and the Reserve at the Magistracy.
The 21 erven at Taungs were surveyed on account of the
Government, and have not yet been sold or leased. I propose,
however, to recommend an auction sale shortly of these allotments.
Land

Sales.

On the sale of the three farms Regenvlakte, Zoutpans Fontein,
and Gannalaagter, instalments amounting to 266/. have been
collected during the year. The first instalments on the sale of
seven (7 pieces of ground adjoining river farms have been paid,

amounting to 164/. 9s. 6V/. In the township of Vryburg, eleven
(11) erven have been sold, realizing 230/.
At Kuruman, first instalments on the sale of eight (8) erven
realized 27/. 10&
At Gordonia, the first instalments paid on the sale of thirty
t u o (32) ^i-von were 182/. 10*.
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South and east of Morokwen, 206,000 morgen have been
applied for under the conditions of sale published in December
last, the first instalment on which has been paid, amounting to
1,545/.

BaiTirr
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The amounts collected for land sales, survey reimbursements,
and office fees, including the above-mentioned amounts for the year
1893-94, amount to 6,787/. 165.9d.; of this amount 3,638/. 10*. lrf*
are reimbursements on compass surveys of farms taken up by the
Cape Government for the railway grant. The office fees collected
for the same farms were 122/. 10s.

Free Grants.
Free grants have been made of two erven to the English Church
at Upington, of the Mission House and enclosed ground round
it to the Wesleyan Mission Society at Mafeking, and of half an
erf to the School Committee at Vryburg.

Leases of Business Sites

in Locations.

During the year leases have beer granted to Mr. Brophy at
Taungs, and to Mr. Mattison at Khosis(Gathlose Native Reserve).
Departmental.

During this year, titles for 154 forms and 118 garden
allotments and erven have been forwarded and signed by His
Excellency the Governor, and 196 certificates of occupation were
signed by His Honour the Administrator. This represents the
preparation of 786 titles and 588 certificates of occupation, besides
the drafting of 588 diagrams attached to certificates of occupation.
Portions of these diagrams were made in office during the preceding
financial year, but the above shows a very largo amount of work
and entailed careful comparison and checking before the deeds
could be signed. Besides the above, 444 diagrams of farms, erven
and sub-divisions, were examined, besides a large number of
compass survey diagrams. Twenty (20) plans handed in by
different surveyors were examined and checked, and 29
sub-divisional diagrams were examined and deducted from original
titles for purposes of transfer, Seven (7) plans of the Territory
were mounted and chartered up to date for different offices, and
various compilati ns, diagrams, tracings, &c., were made by the
draftsman for different purposes during the year. The work done
during the year in this office is highly creditable to the staff and I
do not wish for a beutu iccord.
F. V. W a t e r m a y e r ,

Surveyor General,

r

2

COLONIAL REPORTS.— ANNUAL.

BECHUANALAND.
1893-4.

*

REPORT on the POST OFFICE for

1893-4.

(Extract.)
On the 1st April 1893, the administration of the British Bechu
analand Post and Telegraph Services and the Postal Service in
the British Protectorate was, with the consent of the
Government, linked with the administration of the Postal and
Telegraph Services of the Cape Colony and placed under my
control.
This step, I am glad to be able to report, has resulted in a
considerable diminution of expenditure; whilst the increase in
the amount of revenue collected would point to the change having
had no unfavourable effect upon the progressive development of
both departments.
The following figures show the revenue and expenditure since
the commencement of the Financial Year 1889-90 up to the close
of the Financial Year 1 8 9 3 - 9 4 :
Financial Year.

Revenue.

Expenditure.

Deficit

1S89-0O

3,432

,

£
7,121

3,689

1890-91 -

6,153

,

9,658

3,505

1891-92-

8,710

i

15,410

6,700

1892-93-

7,363

14,846

7,483

1893-94-

8,390

12,443

4,053

j

It will be seen that the net deficit has been reduced from
7,483/. to 4,053/. and that the actual reduction in lo*s on the
Balance Sheet is consequently 3,430/. During the current
Financial year, it is anticipated that further savings will be effected
and the revenue continue to improve ; and I trust that before long
the British Bechuanaland and the Protectorate Post and Telegraph
Services may become self-supporting,
I should perhaps mention here that the value of the work
performed by the Department for which no payment is received
was as follows:—
£

Transmission of official correspondence
Transmission of official telegrams

s.

d.

- 399 15 10
- 2,323 19 1

or a total of 2,723/. 14,s\ 11<Y. Deducting this amount from the
deficit shown above, the actual loss in carrying on the Department
is 1,329/. os. Id.
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The total expenditure during the financial year just closed
may be classified under the following headings:—
£

A. Salaries and other personal emolu
ments
B. Horse and travelling allowance to
Linemen Travelling expenses in connexion with
transfers, new appointments and
inspections Expenditure for overtime and additional
force
Maintenance of Telegraphs
Postal Contingencies Cost of Administration Mail subsidies Postage, &c. payable to Cape Colony
Total

-

-

$•

d.

2,428 13

2

112 19

3

60

3

8

73 4 6
94 5 11
332 10 4
200 0 0
8,679 13 9
461 15 8

* £12,443

6

3

It will be seen that a very large proportion of the total amount
is payable for the conveyance of mails. The charge for salaries
and allowances of 2,428/. compares with a total of 4,228/. as
provided in the estimates during the financial year 1 8 9 2 - 3 ,
illustrating the large economy which has resulted from the transfer
of control.
The estimated expenditure for the year 1893-4 was 13,503/.
while the actual expenditure was only 12,443/.
The revenue of 8,390/. contrasting with 7,363/. (the revenue
collected during the preceding financial year) is made up as
follows:—

£
Postal
Telegraph

5,029
3,361

Of the postal total, 3,519/. was collected within British Bechuana
land proper and 1,510/. in the Protectorate.
The Telegraph collections in Bechuanaland include the amount
paid by the Cape Railway Department for the maintenance of
the railway telegraph lines from the Border to Vryburg, and by
the British South Africa Company as their share of the cost of
maintaining the Mafeking Telegraph Office, These collections
also include 28/. 2$. 6d. for Megraph stores sold, and 8/. 9.$. for
registered address fees, etc.
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Mail

Services.

The mails have continued to be carried with fair regularity
during the year, the only months during which delays of a serious
nature occurred being November and December, when the excep
tionally heavy rains caused the Rivers Maropong and Notwani to
rise to an unprecedented height and to remain in flood for periods
of from three to seven days. In February last, the severe storms
prevalent throughout British Bechuanaiand resulted in a consider
able damage to the Railway between Warrenton and Taungs,
where extensive washaways occurred, and for four days mail
commuF\ication with the Cape Colony was entirely suspended from
this cause.
The number and value of the different descriptions of mail
matter posted within British Bechuanaiand and the Protectorate
during the vear were as follows:—
Letters.
Number.

For Delivery in Bechuanaiand at 2c?. *
For Delivery in Protectorate at 4rf.
For the Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange
Free State, and the South African
Republic at 2d.
For Mashonaland at id.
For the United Kingdom at id. and
Foreign Countries at i\d.
Post cards at lrf.
•
Post Cards at 1 \d.
.
.
Newspapers
Book packets and Samples
Parcels Registration Fee*
.
.
.

Value.

35,139
19,286

£
292
321

124,917
15,483

1,040
268

25,974
4,407
1,092
39,650
16,562
2,912
7,319

445
\

26

J

82
138
97
122

Total -

£2,821

Official Correspondence carried free of charge had a postage
value of 399/, 15$. lOd. made up of:—
Number

Value.

£

s. d.

Letters -

46,163

384

13 10

Books

14,498

15

-

2

0

In view of the very favourable results which have followed
the
of the
the rate
rate or
of inland
Inland and
and Inter-Uolonial
Inter-Colonial Letter
the reduction
reduction ot
Letter
postage to one penny per half-ounce in the Cape Colony and the
Orange Free State, and looking to the fact that the other South
African Colonies and States will probably at an early date reduce
their rates to the same level, it m a y b e interesting to note that
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the outside loss which British Bechuanaland could incur by
adopting the same rate for letters addressed to any part of British
Bechuanaland, the Cape Colony, the Orange Free State, the
South African Republic and Natal (whilst maintaining the existing
rate to the Protectorate and Mashonaland) would be 700/. without
making any allowance for increase of traffic. As a matter of fact,
however, I should estimate that the total loss during the first year
would not exceed 450/. and would be a steadily decreasing item.
Money

Orders.

From the 1st October, 1893, an exchange of Money Orders
with the Orange Free State came into force and with the South
African Republic from the 1 st January, 1894. This cannot but
prove of beneficial effect to the public of British Bechuanaland
as well as again to the Postal Revenue without any corresponding
expenditure.
The following is a Statement of the Money Order transactions
effected during the year;—
Money Orders issued in Bechuanaland during the year ended
31** March, 1894.
Number.

Payable in

Amount.

£ s. d.
Britiih Bechuanaland
Cape Colony

.

.

Orange Free State

.

-

S23

.

.

2,971

7,764

8

5

.

.

24

62

6

7

35

77 19

5

573

2,158 14

0

South African Republic
United Kingdom and Foreign Countries

3,926

Total

818 18

10,882

7

7

0

Money Orders ])ayable in Bechuanaland issued during the year
ended ZUt March, 1894.
Issued in

Number.

Amount.

£ s. (1
323

818 18

7

633

1,932 16

9

-

4:i

137 15

6

South African Republic -

20

82 15

9

British Bechuanaland
Cape Colony

-

-

Orange Free State

United Kingdom and Foreign Countries
Total

103
1,122

498

7

3

3,470 13 10
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Banks.

On the 1st July 1893, the Cape Colony Savings Bank System
extended lo British Bechuanaland,
Renewal of the Agreement with the Britisn
Company.

South

Africa

The agreement with the British South Africa Company, under
which, for the payment of 1,000/. per annum, the British Bechuana
land Government and its officials arc permitted to make free use
of the Company's lines in the British Protectorate, expired on the
14th November, 1893, but was renewed for a further period at
the same amount; and arrangements were subsequently made for
the privilege being extended to messages sent over the Company's
lines in Mataheleland and Mashonaland.
Maintenance of Lines.
The Bechuanaland telegraph system consists of 170 miles of
line and 316^ mile3 of wire and five offices.
There has been no exceptional expenditure incurred in the
maintenance of lines and offices during the year, the lines being
substantial and in good orde*\ There have been no interruptions
or delays to traffic of any moment and communication with
neighbouring administration has been regularly maintained.
Transfer of Road Line between Mafeking and Vryburg to
Railway ; saving in Maintenance Charges.
In connexion with the extension of the Railway from Vryburg
to Mafekinsr, arrangements have been made bv the British South
Africa Company fur the erection of a telegraph line along the
railway route, which runs at an average distance of about nine
miles from the existing road route. Upon my pointing out, however,
that it would be an unnecessary expense lor two separate lines of
telegraph to run and be maintained practically over the same route,
and recommending that the existing line along the road be trans
ferred to the railway with an additional wire for railway purposes,
thus materially lessoning the first cost of construction and after
maintenance expenses of the line, his Excellency the High Com
missioner approved of my suggestion, as also did the Managing
Director of the British South Africa Company.
This work is now well in hand, being carried out under my
direction at the expense of the Company.
So far as the llechnanaland (Government is concerned, this
transfer will be a distinct advantage, the line being more secure
and more readily and economically maintained, as the services of
one lineimr can he dispensed with and the allowances for keep of
two horses wi: hdra vn.
The Bcchunnalp'.id Government will, moreover, when the transfer
has been completed, derive an additional I evenee of about 250/. per
annum for the maintenance of the railway wire upon its poles.
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During the year, the work of the Department has been very
efficiently conducted by the executive staff of officers in Britisn
Bechuanaland. The increase of revenue collected means additional
work falling upcii a staff of limited numbers and already fully
occupied. There is now no margin for expansion and, should the
work continue to increase, it will be necessary to appoint additional
officers.
It has been arranged that any vacancies that may occur shall
be filled up by the appointment, on loan, of employes from the
Cape Colony Service. By this means, economy and efficiency will
be promoted; and I trust, therefore, that there may be the less
hesitation in approving of any recommendations that I may find it
necessary to make in the way of increased remuneration to the
officers already in the Service who have, by their diligence and
faithful services, contributed to the successful working of the
Department.
S. R.

General Post Office, Cape Town.

FRENCH,

Postma st er-General,
Cape Colony and British
Bechuanaland.

REPORT of the COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS for 1 8 9 3 - 4 .

(Extract.)
Mafeking, May 21, 1894.
I HAVE the honour to present, herewith, my report for the
financial year 1893-4.
Entry of the Protectorate

into the Customs Union.

By virtue of agreements made between the Governments of
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, the Orange Free State, and
the Bechuanaland Protectorate the last named Territory was
admitted to the South African Customs Union on 1st July, 1 8 9 3 ;
the Proclamations requisite to give effect to the terms and
conditions of Me Protocol and supplement to the Convention
having been signed by His Excellency the High Commissioner
on 12th and 26th June, 1893.
Owing to there having been exceptionally large importations of
goods under rebate of Customs Duty from the Cape Colony at
the end of 1890, immediately prior to the admission of British
Bechuanaland to the South African Customs l nion, it was deemed
expedient to levy a tax equal to the amount of the rebate granted
upon all excessive stocks in this territory on 3 st December, 1890.
In the beginning of June 1893, it was found that abnormally large
consignments of goods were being sent " in bond " to Mafeking
and the local merchants were accordingly warned that it any very
great removal of goods " under rebate" to the Protectorate took
* 'ce the course of taxing stocks, which was followed in the ca&e of
T

1

4
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British Bechuanaland would bo adopted in the Protectorate.
This warning, combined with the withdrawal in this Territory of
grant of rebate on goods exported from 21st June, had the
desired effect and as it was calculated that the removals to the
Protectorate for the quarter did not exceed 20 per cent, ab' ve
normal, the necessity for taxing stocks was obviated. From the
records of the Department, it is now found that the total value of
goods sent under rebate to the Protectorate during th t quarter
was orly 1 6 | per cent, above the quarterly average for the
financial years 1891-2 and 1892-3.
Imports.
The following is a statement of the total " declared value"
(at port of shipment) of goods imported during the last five
years.
For consumption in

I~
Financial
Year.

, British South
Africa
Company's
Bechuanaland
Territories
The

British
Bechuanaland.

Protectorate.

&

Total.

vid

Bechuanaland.

•&

1889-90

62,213

1890-91

—

—

132,607

1891-92

91,812

18,080

36,409

146,307

1892-93

83,843

15,107

8,909

107,859

1893-94

79,282

26,907

20,607

126,856

As compared with the preceding financial year, there was a
decrease of 4,561/. during the past year in the value of goods
entered for consumption in British Bechuanaland, but this small
percentage does not necessarily imply any decline in local trade,
for, whereas in former years there was no means of ascertaining
what duty-paid goods were exported from this Territory to the
Protectorate, during last year it has been possible to keep an
account of such, and the value is now deducted from the total of
the Crown Colony's imports, and added to that of the Protectorate.
It is probable that the actual consumption in British Bechuanaland
was slighty in excess of that during the preceding year and
that the duty-paid stocks on hand at the end of last March were
not quite so large as in March 1893.
The value of goods entered for removal to the Protectorate
during last year exceeded that of the preceding year hy the sum
of 11,860/., being an increase of 78J,- per cent. This is attributable

COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL.

partly to the fact that the Military operations in Matebeleland
necessitated additional expenditure in the Protectorate and partly
to the inclusion in the accounts now of that class of goods which
had been sent thither duty paid " in former years without being
reported to this Department.
A s compared with the financial year 1892-3, the value of goods
removed, under rebate," through Bechuanaiand to the Britisa
South Africa Company's Territories last year shows an increase
of 11,698/. or 131 per cent In last year's report attention was
directed to the fact that the railway rates for goods to the
Transvaal were lower than those to Vryburg, and that the
Bechuanaiand Trade route to the north suffered materially in
consequence. As a result of representations which were made to
the Cape Government, the charges upon goods conveyed over the
Bechuanaiand Railway for Mafeking and places north thereof were
reduced from 1st June 1893. This had an immediate effect upon
the trade through this Territory, the removals for the June
quarter being 64 per cent, greater in value than during the
corresponding period in 1892. The preparations which were
being made during the following quarter in connection with the
recent war in Matabeleland, combined with the reduction in
railway rates, caused an increase in " through traffic " of no less
than 642 per cent, over the total for the quarter ended 30th
September 1892. During the quarter ended 31st March last, the
value of goods removed under rebate " through this Territory
to Matabeleland and Mashonaland was 72 per cent, greater than
in the corresponding period of 1893.
The following is a return of goods received at Vryburg Station
during the last three financial years •—
H

u

a

Total weight received - lbs.
Waggon-loads cleared at
local Custom House - No.
Weight of goods cleared
at local Custom House lbs.

1891-2.

1892-3.

1893-4.

39,469,413

12,611,596

38,038,384

4,302

847

1,146

31,068,864

6,220,497

8,373,329

The great increase in total weight received last year as compared
with 1892-93 is chiefly accounted for by the railway constr turn
material for the extension to Mafeking. This, being duty free,
was not reported at the local Custom House, where the goods
entered for the South African Republic, Mafeking, and places
north thereof, for which waggon passes were granted, exceeded in
weight the quantity cleared the previous year by 35 per cent.
/Exports
The General Manager of Railway.- has very kindly supplied
this department with statistics showing the weight of goods
removed per rail from Bechuanaiand stations to ^rations in other
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parts of South Africa. The following is n summarv of the
i f
i
thus obtained:—
n

o r m a t

o n

1898-4

Destination and
Classification,

Financial year, Financial year,
1891-2.
1892-3.

CAPE COLONY.
General merchandise
Wool and mohair
Grain and cereals
Agricultural produce, not other
wise specified Timber and firewood
Minerals and gravel
Skins, hides, horn*, and ivory -

ORANGE FREE STATE.
General merchandise

SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC.
General merchandise
Grain and cereals
Total lbs.

-

Financial year,
1893-4.

lbs.
1,210,938
673,585
4,243,159

lbs.
509,982
558,912
7,331,313

lbs.
418,974
487,797
1,153,481

319,920
7,652,431
805,746
980,681

231,019
34,890,16P
517,981
680,497

489,471
32,795,445
91,154
578,384

15,886,461

44,719,872

36,014,706

97,785

22,250

5,872

3,149
433

9,681

44,745,704

36,030,259

_
15,984,245

From the above statement, it will be observed that there has
been a steady decrease in the quantity of wool and mohair
exported during the past three years. As the majority of it
comes from the western districts of the Transvaal, it is possible
that .ost of what the Bechuanaland Railway lost in this respect
was conveyed by the Netherlands Railway Company ; but some
decline may be accounted for by the proved unsuitability, at
piesent, of many portions of this Territory for sheep-farming.
In my last report, it was slated that, owing to the damage done
by locusts in Bechuanaland, there would probably not be such a
large surplus of grain and cereals for export during 1893-4 as in
the preceding year. This prediction has unfortunately proved to
be correct; the quantity sent to the Cape Colony last year being
only one-sixth of the previous year's total. It would not, however,
be just to debit the locusts with the whole of the missing five-sixths;
for there was a larger consumption by the Bechuanaland Border
Police horses in the Northern Protectorate and there are larger
etocks of old mealies remaining on hand than there were last
year.
The item "Agricultural produce not otherwise specified,"
(including potatoes) shows a gratifying increase of ABOUT 110
per cent, over the exports for the preceding year.
The export of timber and firewood lias been decreasing
throughout the past financial year in much the same proportion
as it increased previously. The monthly average for June quarter
1893 was 1,838 tons, whilst the monthly average for last quarter
fell to 1)87 tons. This is doubtless the effect of the partial

COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL.

substitution of Colonial coal for wood as an article of fuel on the
Diamond Fields.
The decrease of 15 per cent, in the weight of skins, hides,
horns and ivory exported may not be altogether a matter for
regret. At least half of the total weight probably consisted of
hides from cattle which had died in the Protectorate from
" lung-sickness" It is stated that on the average about three to
four thousand head of cattle die annually from this disease at each
of the principal native stations in the Protectoiate, but in spite of
this about 6,500 head of cattle are removed annually to British
Bechuanaiand and other places for draught and slaughter purposes.
The quantity remaining is so large that the export of cattle may
be materially increased when the railway has been extended,
provided the rates of carriage are favourable. Elephants are now
scarce south of the Zambesi and the value of ivory passing through
MatVking, which was upwards of 3,500/. in 1892, was less than
1,000/. in 1893. The value of ostrich feathers received here from
Lake Ngami and the Desert is probably 4,000/. per annum.
Karosses, sjamboks, and other native manufactures from the
produce of the chase from the Protectorate are valued at about
8,500/. per annum. There are a large number of horns from oxen
and wild animals traded for yearly. The value of these it is
difficult to ascertain, but probably 1,000/. per annum is somewhat
under the total.
Customs Duties Collected.
The following is a statement of cash receipts during the past year:
From the Cape Colony,
being threefourths of full duty upon goods removed for
consumption in British Bechuanaiand from
£ s, (I.
January to December 1893
~
11,857 10 7
From the Cape Colony, being thrce*fourths
of full duty upon goods removed for
consumption in the Protectorate from 1st
July to 31st December 1893
538 11 7
2

2

51 10

6

12,344 I I

8

11

4

29 15

0

12,396
Deduct share of duty upon goods returned to
the Cape Colony
Collected at Tauugs: full duty upon first
importation
Collected at Vryburg: share of duty on post
packets and full duty on goods from the
Transvaal
.
.
Collected at various stations in the Protectorate
from 1st July 1893
Collected at Mafeking upon first importation
and upon delivery from Bond; share of the
British Bechuanaiand and Protectorate
Governments
Total revenue receipts

240

1

7

4,014 15

0
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The following amounts have been treated as

u

Deposits " :—

Payable to the Cape Colony.
Collected at Mafeking on goods
£ s. d.
entered from Bond, for con
sumption in the Customs
Union, one-fourth of full duty 1,258 9 4
Collected at Mafeking on goods
entered from Bond for export,
The whole of duty, less
- 684 6 11
rebate
Collected at Mafeking and
Vryburg upon packets detained
by the Post Office for Customs
examination, one-fourth of full
duty
4 2 1
Total due to the Cape Government for 1893 Amount of duty deposited by Messrs. Judge
and Watson as security and subsequently
returned to them ~
The gross receipts for 1893-94 being -

1,946 18

4

1 3 0 7

- £18,589 13

0

as compared with 14,697/. 8* 8d. in 1892-93 and 13,2252, 7s. lOd.
in 1891-92.

((

The Protectorate" share of the above revenue receipts is
comprised as follows :—
Share from Cape Colony to 31st December
1893
Less on goods returned

Share of removals from Mafeking to 31st March
1894
Full duty collected in Protectorate Full duty collected in Mafeking on behalf of
Protectorate Offices

The British Bechuanaland share of Customs
Revenue was
•
Deduct share of duty on goods returned to the
Cape Colony

538 11
50 12

7
6

487 19

I

3,033
240

8
1

4
7

52 10

0

£3,813 19

0

12,810 13

7

0 18

0

£12,815 15

7
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The apparent decrease in the net Customs Revenue of the
Crown Colony is accounted for by the entry of the Protectorate
into the Customs Union last July and the necessary credit to the
latter Territory of the duty upon ail goods sold from open stocks in
Mafeking. This class of business in former years made the
consumption in British Bechuanaland appear somewhat greater
than it actually was, and had correspondingly iucreased the
revenue of the Crown Colons

Bonded

Warehouses.

The following is a return showing the number of packages
and value of goods bonded in Mafeking during the last two
years:—
1892-93.

Number of
Packages.

1893-94.

Oversea
Valuation.

Nuraber.of
Packages.

Oversea
Valuation.

i

Balances in hand 1st April

1,983

Received during year

9,625

&

s. d.

2,753

8 10

15,774 12

£

s.

d.

2,478

3,502 18

1

9

13,582

28,267 15

1

11,608

18,528

1 7

16,060

31,770 13

2

Delivered during year

9,130

15,025

3

6

13,597

27,215

0

6

Balances in hand 31st Mar,

2,478

3,502 18 1

2,463

4,555 12

8

Making totals of

These figures indicate what a great convenience the bonding
system at Mafeking is to those local importers who have connections
in the Protectorate and the British South Africa Company's
Territories.

General.
The restrictions placed on traffic between Bechuanaland an 1 the
South African Republic owing to their Customs tariffs arc
frequently found to be prejudicial to the interests of legitimate
trade. It would benefit residents in both countries if arrangements
were made whereby wheaten and mealie meal could be brought
into the Customs Union, and cattle and all kinds of agricultural
produce could be taken into the Transvaal free of the vexatious
customs duties which at present handicap those traders who
respect the laws of the land in which they dwell in spite of the
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temptations offered by a very lengthy border, which is of necessity
veiy inadequately guarded on both sides.
ERNEST C.

—-

BAXTER,

Collector of Customs.
The Colonial Secretary. Vryburg.

REPORT of the

INSPECTOR OP NATIVE RESERVES

for

1893-4.
(Extract)
Bequest, April 27, 1894.
I HAVE the honour to renort, for the information of H i s
Honour the Administrator, that the amount of 3,940/. 10s. wa&
collected on account of Hut Tax from 1st April 1893 to 31
March 1 8 9 1 : this amount falls GO/, short of the estimate, but
it can scarcely be called a deficiency as the amount is already
in hand and would have been collected before the end of the
financial year had not the recent heavy rains impeded one's
progress through the country which, for the last four months, has
been in a state of swamp.
I attach a Return* of the monthly collections from 1st April
1893 to 31st March 1894, and the corresponding amounts for the
previous year, showing an increase of 579/. 10s.
I may state that I hold that the collection for the last year has
been very fair, considering that the greater portion of the
natives have been put to great straits, due to the scarcity of grain,
last season's crops having been very bad, owing to the ravages
committed by locusts, &c.
It is to be hoped that this season's crops will show a good
yield.
The collector of Hut Tax has displayed considerable interest in
his duties and has given me complete satisfaction.
C. S t . Q u i n t i n ,
Inspector of Native Reserves.
To the Secretary to His Honour the Administrator,
Vryburg.

* Not printed,
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REPORT of the

COMMISSIONER AND RESIDENT

MAGISTRATE,

VRYBURG, for 1893-4.
(Extract,)
There has been satisfactory progress in the Division Jming the
past year, the influx of farmers alluded to in my previous Reports
having continued. These men usually bring in a fair amount oi stock
with them and are therefore of more benefit to the country than some
of the old Stellaland farmers who have not had sufficient capital or
stock to occupy their farms beneficially. I estimate that now over
three-fourthsofthe farms in the portion of the district formerly known
as Stellaland are occupied. Several farmers are now taking up the
country to the West of Genesa, but the bulk of this land is in the
hands of the Cape Colonial Government and one or two companies,
who, up to the present time, have made little or no use of it. The
Cape Government have, however, for some time past had a gentlemen
engaged in improving the water supply on their farms with, I
understand, satisfactory results. There can be no doubt as to the
suitability and importance of British Bechuanaiand as a cattleraising country, and I am surprised that cattle ranching on a large
scale, which offers such good prospects of success, has not been
started. There is very little disease amongst cattle, with the
exception of lung sickness, the risk of which can be diminished
with care and almost entirely averted by fencing. The
percentage of increase is also, I believe, higher than in other parts
of South Africa, and cattle keep their condition through the
winter, which enables the farmers to obtain remunerative prices
in the early spring months, when fat stock is always in great
demand. The main thing required is the fencing in of farms, which
would prevent the spread of disease, check cattle stealing and
loss from straying, as well as materially lessen the cost of
herding. I fear, however, that little will be done in this direction
until Tart I. of the Cape Colonial Act, No. 30 of 1883, is taken
over, or some similar provision made by which adjoining proprietors
have to contribute to the cost. At present fencing poles are cheap
and fencing can be done for about 25/. to 30/. per mile, and as the
boundary of a 3,000 morgen farm is about 14 miles, the cost, at 30/.
per mile would be approximately 420/. or 210/. the half cost, an
amount which would, under the Cape A c t represent an annual repay
ment of 2 1 / . 14*\, extending over 15 years, if the proprietor were
not in a position to pay the 210/. at once and the fencing hud to be
done by the adjoining proprietors. This sum, which could be readily
borne by any farmer who was really making beneficial use of his
farm, would almost be saved in herding alone, Unfortunately the
fencing poles in the Territory are being rapidly cut down and
I
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many are being exported, and I fear that, when the necessity for
fencing has been made apparent, poles will be much more
expensive.
A stock fair has been established in Vryburg during the past
year, and its success will be apparent when it is stated that it
was at first held quarterly, then bi-monthly, and for the next few
months it is to be held uk,*uhly. It is no doubt a great benefit to
the farmers and the Territory generally.
The increasing farming population renders the necessity for
Divisional or Field-cornet post*, alluded to in former reports,
greater than ever.
There has not been much horse-sickness this season, and, with
the exception of lung-sickness, which has been prevalent, stock
generally has been healthy. Foot-and-Mouth disease has entirely
disappeared.
Locusts have appeared in much the same quantities as in former
years; but their ravages have not been serious and the destruction
to grass may be said to be unappreciable.
The Wheel Tax which has recently been imposed has met with
general approval, as it is seen that it fairly places a portion of the
expense of maintaining the roads on those who make use of them
instead of putting it all on the landed proprietor, as formerly.
The export of wood still continues and the greater portion of the
country within easy distance of the railway has been deforested.
4

From the attached statement of rainfall for the past two years,
it will be seen that there nas been a good supply ; the vleis are
generally fuller than they have ever been before, and it is worthy
of note that in January, when 0*85 inches fell, the floods were
higher than in January 1893 when 10 24 inches fell. There has
been no exceptionally heavy rain this year, i;)7 inches being the
most during any one day, and it appears to me, therefore, that the
high floods must be due to other causes. I am inclined to attri
bute them to the fact that as the country becomes more occupied
the grass is fed oif and the cattle tracks, &c. become drains, and
consequently the same amount of rainfall creates a larger flood
than formerly,
#

There has not been much serious crime in the District, though
stock stealing is still on the increase, owing to the number of
colonial natives and half-castes who have come into the Terri
tory and are allowed to squat on farms. This will, in my opinion,
become a very serious evil if not checked or controlled.
* Noi printed,
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During the past year, an account has been kept of the expense
and estimated earnings of the prisoners in gaol; the cost is as
Follows:~
Provisions and Fuel
Clothing
•
Clothing for discharged Prisoners
Tools
«
.
.
.
Salaries, Rations and Clothing for
Gaol Officials
-

Bsittsu
\%u^i.

-

Estimated Value of labour of prisoners
engaged in cooking -

£• s. d.
788 7 10
300
7 0
20 6 4
67 16 0
937

5

3

2,114

i

5

120

0

0

£1,994

2

5

The total value of the labour performed during the year is
estimated by the Foreman of Public Works and myself at
2,212/. 0$. 3d.; each convict's work being calculated roughly
according to its value at from Is. 6rf. to 10s. Od. per day, so that the
gaol may be considered to be se]f-suppo? ting, the more so as the
cost of provision for lunatics, lepers, & c , which i«, of course, no
part of the expense of the gaol proper, is included in the a.nount
charged.
The Public Buildings are, with the exception of the Gaol,
adequate for present requirements. Additional accommodation is
about to be provided at the gaol for lunatics, who unfortunately
have often to be detained in custody. Further additions are,
however, also wanted.
The Divisional Council ha^e expended a considerable amount
on road-making during the year, and I trust will shortly obtain
the services of a road inspector and keep a road party permanently
employed. Their finances will not bo much augmented by the
proceeds of the wheel tax, as, in anticipation of this revenue, a
very low road rale was levied.
The Board of Management have also spent a gcod deal of
money on street making, tree planting, &c. and have also purchased
half a farm adjoining the commonage on which there is a large
vlei or pan. A dam is in course of construction and a furrow
being cut, and it is hoped a good supply of water wall shortly
be available for the benefit of the town. The value of such a supply
can hardly be overestimated, particularly in a place which is often
practically rainless in the spring.
There is still a little prospecting for gold and minerals
going on in parts of this Division, but, though I am aware that
some persons are sanguine of success, I have as yet heard of no
practical results,

c 2
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Additions have been made to the Public School buildings
" during the past year and the whole put in proper repair. The
1898-4.
school is well attended, but further additions are neceesary in
""—
order to extend its advantages to residents outside Vryburg by
enabling boarders to be taken in. A Chamber of Commerce and
a Public Library have been established.
R . TILLARD,

Civil Commissioner^

REPORT of the CIVIL COMMISSIONER AND RESIDENT
MAGISTRATE of MAFEKINO for 1 8 9 3 - 4 .

Office of th*» Civil Commissioner and
Resident Magistrate, Mafeking,
(Extract.)
April 2 2 , 1 8 9 4 .
I HAVE the honour to report that, during the past year,,
steady progress has been made throughout this district.
The rain-fall this season has been considerable, the total during
the twelve months amounting to 34-52 inches.
The natives this year have cultivated a much greater extent
of land than they did last year, and there appears to be every
probability that large crops of mealies, Kafir corn, and pumpkins
will be gathered; 1 regret to have to state that locusts have made
their appearance in parts of this district, but fortunately the
swarms are not nearly so large as those which came over last
year, and the crops are so far advanced that very little damage
can be done.
Lung-siekness has frequently shown itself amongst the cattle
in different parts of the district, but whenever aa outbreak has
been reported prompt measures have been taken to prevent its
(spreading.
Nearly all the cases of this dreaded disease have been traced
to cattle which have been brought from or through the
Protectorate, and, until a universal system cf fencing the farms
is adopted, it will be almost impossible to totally eradicate this
disease from the district.
During the lost year there has been a great diminution in stockstealing cases.
The war with the Matabelc greatly increased the trade of
Mafeking ; large quantities of supplies were forwarded from and
through Mafeking. Since the occupation and settlement of that
country by the British South Africa Company, a considerable
increase in the traffic to the North has been apparent; every week
waggons and settlers arc passing through Mafeking, bound for
Matabeleland.
The granting of the railway rebate by the Cape Colonial
Government Railways to the merchants here has added con
siderably to the trade between Mafeking and the South African
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Republic, and now allows the local store-keepers to compete upon
favourable terms with thote of the Transvaal.
The want of a proper wattr-Mipplv has been for years past the
great drawback to the inhabitants of Mafeking; all the water that
is used in the town had to be drawn from wells situated near the
Molopo, at a distance of quite half a mile from the town.
A local syndicate hns now, by agreement with the chief
Montsioa, and the Village Management Board, and under
Legislative sanction, obtained the right to lead water from a spring
upon the Native Reserve through the township in pipe?.
The Government at the commencement of the past financial
year promised 250/. upon the pound«for-pound principle towards
the erection of a building to be used as a public school; a
corresponding amount has been subscribed by the inhabitants, and
the town is now in possession of a substantial school building. A
separate boy's school is, however, still urgently needed. The
Public School was opened last August with one male teacher.
The number of pupils has increased, and a qualified lady teacher
has since been added to the staff.
Throughout the year, the Chief Montsioa has loyally assisted in
carrying out the laws, and has done his utmost to prevent his
people from illicitly obtaining brandy.
Tree planting in the town has been well carried out by a
number of the' inhabitants, and through the co-operation of the
Village Management Board many trees have been planted in the
streets. The drawbacks to tree planting in Mafeking have,
hitherto, been the white-ants, and want of water.
The Village Management Board of Mafeking, with the consent
of the Government, has laid out a number of garden plot" along
the Molopo, these have been taken up and cultivated, and the
local market is now well supplied with every description of
vegetable at reasonable rater.
The want of an Extradition Treaty with the South African
Republic, and of power to compel the attendance of witnesses,
often interferes with the administration of justice.
During the year a number of Barolong from the different chiefs in
this and other districts went off upon a trading trip to the German
Territory; they appear to have exchanged horses for cattle, and
reported that upon their return journey, with about 2,800 head of
cattle, they were attacked by the Korannas under the late chief
Andries Lambert; some of their number were killed and all the
cattle were taken from them. In September, the inhabitants of
Mafeking became very much alarmed at the proximity of
small-pox, which was raging at Johannesburg, to which nlace
many of the Mafeking Barolong go to work in the mines. Prompt
measures were taken to enforce compulsory vaccination in the
town.
A large furrow has been cut by certain farmers in i\v> South
African Republic by which means a very large quantity of water
is being drawn off from the Molopo, the surplus not being
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returned to the stream, but allowed to run to waste in the veld.
BicHtuiu- This, if permitted to continue, will seriously prejudice all the
M***
lower riparian proprietors in British Bechuanaland.
There has been very little horse sickness in this district during
the year.
A number of farmers from Natal and the Transvaal have come
into this district daring the past year and have purchased
farms.
In consequence of so much land being unoccupied in this
district, it has been found impracticable to have a divisional
council, but it it* to be hoped that before very long, when the
vacant land is sold and occupied, it may be possible to establish a
divisional council.
The health of the inhabitants, both in the town and country, has
been generally very good. During the year, three natives suffering
from leprosy have been sent to the Leper Asylum at Robben
Tsland.
The roads and drifts in this district are not in a very
satisfactory condition. As, unfortunately, there is no divisional
council there are no funds available for putting them into a proper
state of repair, but from the 1st April 1894, the new wheel-tax
law will come in to operation. Under this law, every resident in the
Crown Colony of British Beciiuanalanu will be compelled to take
out a licence of 10*. per annum for each waggon and 5s. per annum
for each cart. This tax should bring in a fair amount of revenue,
which, if judiciously expended in repairing the roads and drifts or
fords, should suffice to put them into a proper state of repair.
The health of the prisoners has been good, and there have been
no deaths. A large amount of useful work has been performed
by the prisoners during the year.
Quarters for constables, which are very greatly needed, are
about to be built.
The public buildings are in a good state of repair.
The spiritual welfare of the community is well provided for,
There are three churches in the European township, Episcopalian,
Dutch Reformed, and Wesleyan; one under the supervision of the
Episcopalian clergyman in the location attached to the town, and
one in the native stad under the supervision of the Rev. A. Sharpe,
the Wesleyan Missionary, who has done good work among the
Barolong.
The people of Mafeking are fond of sport, and enjoy cricket,
football, tennis, riding, shooting, horse-racing, golf, croquet, and
athletic sports generally.
ftnnra

GEORGE J.

The Colonial Secretary,
Vryburg.

BOYES,

Civil Commissioner and
Resident Magistrate.
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REPORT of the CIVIL COMMISSIONER AND RESIDENT
MAGISTRATE of the TAUNGS DISTRICT for 1393-4.

SIR,

A

%S£ '

,
Taungi, April 24, 1894.
I N forwarding a report on the condition of this district
during the 12 months ended on the 31st March 1894, I am
place! at some disadvantage, owing to the fact that I assumed the
duties of Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate at Taungs
seven weeks only before the close of the financial year.
The public service sustained a severe loss in the death, on the
l l i h August last, of Major Stanley Lowe, late Civil Commissioner
and Resident Magistrate at Taungs—an officer universally
esteemed and respected by Europeans and natives alike throughout
the district. A successor was not appointed till the 8th February
1894, and the duties of this office were carried on in the meantime
by Mr. C. R . Chalmers.
The apprehensions entertained by the late Major Lowe as to
the prospects of the coming season, (viz., that reaped in June 1893)
have unfortunately proved to have been only too well founded.
The lateness of the rains—whereby ploughing operations were
retarded till late in the season—and the subsequent visits of large
swarms of locusts combined to bring about an almost total failure
of the grain crop. The natives, on whose improvidence the
experience of former similar seasons has apparently had no effect,
have consequently suffered greatly from poverty and lack of food,
and a great number have been compelled to repurchase their own
grain on credit from the local storekeepers. Good crops should be
reaped this season, but the proceeds of the harvest have been to a
great extent mortgaged, while the price of grain is likely to be
abnormally low, owing to the large stocks now held by Kimberley
roduce merchants and the abundant supply obtainable from
iasutoland.
Unless, therefore, the crop reaped this year is exceptionally large
(as it bids fair to be; the natives may find some difficulty in
discharging their outstanding liabilities, finding money for
increased taxation in the shape of a wheel tax, and providing
themselves and families with food for tlie ensuing twelve
months.
The foot-and-mouth disease, which prevailed among* cattle at
the end of the last financial year, has long since disappeared and
the restrictions placed by the Cape Government on the exportation
of cattle from this Territory have been withdrawn.
Lung sickness has occasionally appeared in different parts of
this district, chiefly among the cattle of the natives, who seem
however, to be fully alive to the necessity for the adoption of
stringent measures in dealing with this disease, and I am not
aware of any case in which infection has spread beyond the cattle
post in which the disease first made its appearance.
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Whether it be due (as is alleged) to the high quit-rents or to
other causes, the fact remains that considerably more than half
the farms in this district are still unoccupied. A considerable
number of the high quit-rent farms were mortgaged to their
present owners by the original grantees before the date of the
Land Commission award, and those who have taken such farms
in satisfaction of debt naturally cry out against the heavy quit-rent
with which they found the farms burdened. It in, however,
unnecessary for me to add anything new on the subject, which has
for some time been occupying the attention of Government and is
still under consideration.
The district continues to enjoy comparative immunity from
serious crimes. The criminal records for the past year show five
convictions (the offenders in every case being Bat lupin) for stocktheft, two (Colonial Kafirs) for supplying liquor to natives, and
between fifty and sixty for minor offences such as contraventions
of the pass-laws, petty theft, assaults and the like.
The establishment of a pound at Dry Hartz appears to
have done much towards checking the wholesale impounding of
natives' cattle by farmers living in the Vryburg district on the
northern border of the reserve. There is, however, no doubt
that the erection of a wire fence along the north Western boundary
of the Taungs Native Reserves and along such portions of the
Reserve as abut on the South Africa Republic (both of which
projects are I believe now under the consideration of the
Government) would be productive of beneficial results.
The out-buildings occupied by the late Major Lowe, which have
for some time been practically unfit for use, collapsed during the
recent rain and are now little better than a heap of unsightly
ruins which should be pulled down entirely and removed as soon
as possible.
The exceptionally heavy rains of February last, which resulted
in the interruption for some days of all but telegraphic
communication between Taungs and the outer world, did much
damage to property in this district The wall round the Gaol
and the inner walls of the Gaol Surgery and hospital fell in. Some
slight damage was done to the court buildings (which were
protected by a verandah on three sides), and many private dwellings
in Taungs Village and the district were either completely or
partially washed away. A number of native huts collapsed, but
the crops do not appear to have suffered to any appreciable
extent.
The Commissioner for the South Western Border and the
Police of the South African Republic continue to co-operate as
far as possible with the officials of this district in the maintenance
of law and order along the border, but operations on both sides
are impeded by the absence of provision for the extradition of
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criminal offenders*, and
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have, &c.
J.

A.

18M-4,
ASHBURNHAM,

Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate.
The Colonial Secretary,
Vryburg.

REPORT of the CIVIL COMMISSIONER AND RESIDENT
MAGISTRATE for the DISTRICT of KURUMAN for 1 8 9 3 - 4 .

I think the general cry throughout Bechuanaland has been, too
much rain. This district fared, with a good many others, badly on
account of the late heavy rains, farmers have lost hundreds of
pounds, and the natives also, through having their mealie lands
washed away, and consequently the farmer's cry is, how shall we
pay our quit-rent f It was at first supposed that mealies and
Kafir corn would be very cheap this year, but I do not think
so now.
I regret to say very little progress has been made in this
district, a few farms on the Border have changed hands, and a
great many more would have done so, but I am told on all sides
when farmers who come here to buy hear the quit-rent they cry off
at once, so that dues for transfer duty have not increased.
A sale of erven took place in the Township • out of about 2 0 0
only ten were sold.
The offices and Gaol are just now in fair order.
No European school has as yet been established in this district,
consequently European children are left to run wild.
Horse sickness, I am glad to say, has been very mild this season,
and it is to be hoped in time this scourge will disappear entirely :
from all accounts, although it has been an exceedingly wet season,
the mortality amongst horses has never been so slight.
The natives are, I am glad to say, everywhere quiet and
contented.
Hardly any crimes are committed by the Bechuanas; thefts are
mostly committed by the Cape Colonial Kafirs who come squatting
on European farms, and sometimes get quietly on to locations
when one only hears of them being there after some crime has
been committed.
The roads, on account of the heavy rains, from Kuruman to
Vryburg are in a shocking state and it is to be hoped when the
wheel-tax comes into force that money enough will be found to
repair the principal drifts, which on the direct road aie simply
impossible to cross at present.
Four lepers have been removed from this district this year;
they were all willing to have proper medical attendance.
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There have been 1384 passes issued during 1893-94.
There have been 16 criminal cases adjudicated upon and 95 civil
cases.
C. B. ScHOLTZ,

Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate,

REPORT of the CIVIL COSIMISSIONER ANI> RESIDENT
MAGISTRATE of the GORDONIA DISTRICT for 1 8 9 3 - 4 .

Although the losses occasioned by the ravages of the locusts
combined with the long drought were very severe, I am glad to
report that the quit-rent due on farms and erven was duly paid,
with the exception of a very small amount.
At a sale of erven in the township of Upington last January,
about 3 0 erven were disposed of.
The drought was broken up by copious showers of rain in
January last; but unfortunately,swarm upon swarm of locusts
appearing, the green veld was quickly reduced to almost the same
state as before the rain.
Crime cannot be said to be increasing. A greater number of
stock-thefts than usual were brought to my notice; but I believe
that this may be ascribed to the severe drought, the natives
stealing to satisfy their hunger.
I hope that the gaol buildings begun during the last year will
be completed at an early date.
The wheat harvest was above the average; but the flouutd
Orange River destroyed nearly the whole of the mealie and late
crops, besides occasioning great damage to the lands.
The necessity of a good school for European children is
beginning to be keenly felt and I hope that an energetic move
will soon be made to establish one at Upington. Several
white children attend the mission schools, of which there are three
in the district, two enjoying a Government grant; but the great
majority of European children have little or no education.
Our Borders are quiet and the disturbance in Damaraland does
not affect us in any way except by deterring traders from
carrying their merchandize northwards as often as otherwise they
would do.
C. BAM,
Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate,
April 27, 1894.
Gordonia.
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on the VRYBURG DISTRICT for 1893-4.

Bbotsb
Bbchiuxa-

SIR,

Vryburg, April 1, 1894.
I h a v e the honour to report that during the past twelve
months the health of the district of Vryburg has been generally
good. The sanitary condition of the township of Vryburg is also
good, and the water supply of good quality.
No deaths have occurred at the central gaol during the past
year. The health of the prisons* lias been very good, no
disease occurring among them, save of a trivial nature, the
constant supply of fresh vegetables contributing largely to this
result.
Seven cases of insanity have been treated, and at present there
are four lunatics, one European and three natives, awaiting
rem w«d to an asylum.
Several cases of leprosy have been attended to in the gaol
lazaretto; two lepers made their escape owing to the unsuitability
of the lazaretto as a place of detention. Six cases of leprosy
(including two alleged cases from other districts) were sent to
Cape Town, and one is now at the gaol awaiting removal.
Two cases of lupus are also under treatment at the gaol, and
are likely to remain there for a considerable time.
I have. &c.
W . M. NUGENT,

His Honour the Administrator.

District Surgeon.

REPORT on VRYBURG HOSPITAL for

1893-4.

During the year beginning April 1st 1893 and ending March
31st 1894, there has been a slight increase of work done, as
compared with the previous year.
Patients admitted were, 5 5 ; accidents admitted, 6 ; discharged
cured, 3 4 ; discharged relieved, 14; deaths, 7 ; operations, 4.
Patients paying to tne hospital ranging from 10*. to 1*. per day,
41 ; paupers admitted, 1 4 ; medical fees were charged to all by
the medical men sending them in, pauper patients only being
attended free by the district surgeon.
The patients belonged to the following denominations :—
Roman Catholic, 3 ; English Church, 2 1 ; Dutch Reformed, 7 ;
Presbyterian, 6; Wesleyan, 8. Being the first annual report, I
feel bound to add that the equipment of the Hospital throughout
is as perfect as possible, and will bear favourable comparison with
the best Hospitals in South Africa.
M. VEALE,

Matron.

1898-4.
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MEDICAL REPORT on t h e M A R K I N G DISTRICT for 1 8 9 3 - 4 .
Mafeking, Bechuanaiand,
J u n e 18, 1894.
I HAVE t h e h o n o u r t o r e p o r t t h a t , d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d
1st A p r i l 1 8 9 3 t o 3 1 s t M a r c h 1894, t h e h e a l t h of t h e i n h a b i t a n t s
of t h e d i s t r i c t of M a f e k i n g h a s b e e n satisfactory.
Amongst the
w h i t e population, t w o d e a t h s o n l y h a v e b e e n recorded. T h e c a u s e
of d e a t h in one case w a s facial erysipelas a n d in t h e o t h e r c e r e b r a l
embolism.
Z y m o t i c disease w a s r e p r e s e n t e d by a few cases of
R u s s i a n influenza d u r i n g J a n u a r y a n d M a r c h , c h i c k e n - p o x i n
J u l y , A u g u s t , a n d S e p t e m b e r , roseola a n d s m a l l - p o x i n M a r c h .
O n e - f o u r t h of t h e cases of malarial fever a n d t h r e e of t h e d y s e n t e r y
patients w e r e i m p o r t e d from t h e interior. T h e c o n t i n u e d p r e s e n c e
of c o n t a g i o u s o p h t h a l m i a is, n o d o u b t , d u e t o t h e carelessness ot
t h e n a t i v e s in n e g l e c t i n g t h e disease a n d a l l o w i n g t h e g e r m s of
t h e disease t o bo a l w a y s p r e s e n t . T h e c o m p l e t e absence of e n t e r i c
fever a n d t h e almost c o m p l e t e absence of u c u t e r h e u m a t i s m a n d
of l o b a r p n e u m o n i a a r e facts w o r t h y of n o t e .
Gastro-intestinal
c a t a r r h w a s present) a s u s u a l , d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g a n d a u t u m n
m o n t h s . T h e increased p r o p o r t i o n of diarrhoea cases is e x p l a i n e d
b y t h e p r e s e n c e of u n a c o l i m a t i z e d t r o o p s passing t h r o u g h t h e
d i s t r i c t en r o u t e t o M a t a b e l e l a n d . T h e B r i t i s h B e c h u a n a i a n d
Police h o s p i t a l , h a s b e e n a g r e a t boon to t h e m e n of t h e force,
b u t skilled female n u r s i n g is m u c h r e q u i r e d . T h e n a t i v e s h a v e
b e e n free from epidemic disease, but. cases of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
s y p h i l i s a r e of f r e q u e n t o c c u r r e n c e . A s i t is q u i t e impossible
u n d e r p r e s e n t a r r a n g e m e n t s t o e s t i m a t e a n y c h a n g e in t h e n a t i v e
d e a t h - r a t e , I b e g t o s u g g e s t t h a t r e g i s t r a t i o n of b i r t h s
and
d e a t h s a m o n g s t t h e natives be enforced.
T h e Gaol has been
k e p t in a g o o d s a n i t a r y condition, a n d t h e h e a l t h of t h e p r i s o n e r s
is excellent. N o d e a t h s h a v e o c c u r r e d .
I have, &c.
A . PIERCE GREEN,
T h e Secretary, Vryburg.
District Surgeon.
SIR,

MEDICAL REPORT

on the GORDONIA DISTRICT for 1893-4.

(Extract.)
Upington, May 1, 1894.
IN reply to your favour of the 8tn of April, 1894, 1 have
the honour to inform you that the sanitary state during the last
vear from the 31st of March 1893, till the 31st of March 1894
has been a good one as well in Upington itself as in the other
parts of the district of Gordonia. There were no epidemics. I have
to report (as far as I know) a few cases of pneumonia, pleuritis,
bronchitis, trachitis, rheumatism, heart affections, &c.
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Well worth mentioning yet is the fact that gonorrhoea and
syphilis are very frequent, more frequent than ever before, and,
the people being left to themselves, no limits against the further
spreading of this evil can be drawn.
I have, &c.
P . M . G. MARQUARDT,

The Colonial Secretary,
District Surgeon, Gordon in,
Vryburg, British Beohuanaland.
British Bechuanaiand.

MEDICAL REPORT on the TAUNGS DISTRICT for 1 8 9 3 - 4 .

Taungs, British Bechuanaiand,
SIR,
August 15, 1894.
I HAVE the honour to forward you a more detailed report
concerning the sanitary condition of Taungs and District.
In the Taungs gaol 2 3 cases of disease have been reported
to me:
1 Incipient delirium tremens.
3 Syphilis (two cases were isolated in a hut adjoining the gaol,
being of a virulent nature).
3 Abdominal colic.
5 Rheumatism.
2 Traumatism.
2 Insanity.
1 Syncope.
2 Bronchial catarrh.
3 Gastric catarrh.
1 Tonsilitis.
The sanitary condition of the gaol has been as good as could be
expected, considering the way the structure suffered during
the late floods. It would be advisable to supply water from a
well, as the refuse from the native village is washed into the river.
There has been no zymotic disease in the district to my
knowledge
I have treated about one hundred (100) cases of syphilis, one
peritonitis; the remainder have been of a trivial nature.
It is extremely advisable that the natives and white people
should be vaccinated.
I have, &c.
] Colonial Secretary,
T. A. MAST,
Vryburg.
District Surgeon.
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MEDICAL REPORT

on the KURUMAN DISTRICT for 1893-4.

D j B A R

SIB,
Kuruman, August 15, 1894.
I HEREWITH beg to submit the Annual Medical Report of
the Kuruman District for the year ending March 31, 1894.
I am pleased to be able to state that we have not been visited
with any tpidcmio during the past year; although small-pox was
raging around, we wore not visited with i t I received instructions
to vaccinate, but after vaccinating some 700 or 800 I received
further instructions to stop, so that this districts very imperfectly
vaccinated, so that, should small-pox break out amongst us, we are
not protected.
Syphilis still abounds all over the district. Complaints come in
from all round us as to the state the natives are in; the children
suffer terribly from syphilitic sores and ulcers—I may say the
whole district is completely saturated with it: nothing but very
stringent measures will have the slightest effect upon it. Isolation,
and a long-continued course uf medical treatment, are absolutely
necessary for its extermination, and it is doubtful even then.
Four cases of leprosy arrived at Robben Island on the 31st
December 1893, from this district; there is one case still at large
—that of a patient who would not go at the last moment. The
natives keep these cases very quiet, as they seem afraid of being sent
away, and it is with great difficulty cases of leprosy are fount! out.
I cannot speak too strongly about the filthmess and immorality
that exists among the natives; there is no doubt that all then?
diseases originate from these sources, the overcrowding and filth in
the huts is disgraceful.
I have, &c.
F. J . Newton, Esq.,
JAMES HARTLEY,
Colonial Secretary.
District Surgeon.

REPORT of the ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER for the SOUTHERN
PART of the BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE for 1893-4,

1. With reference to section 3 of my last annual report, beacons
have, under the instructions of Government, been placed by a
surveyor along the boundary between the chiefs Montsioa and
Bathoen at the expense of these chiefs.
2. Relative to section 7 of the same report, an inquiry was held
into the dispute between Mosinye's sons, and an award was given
by the Government to the effect that all the cattle taken by the
one from the other were to be returned. At first, the Chief Sebele
failed to comply fully with the terms of the award by delivering
to me only portion of the cattle he had seized. He was therefore
informed that within a fixed date he must deliver to me the
balance of the cattle, or steps would be taken to compel him to do
so. Preparations were accordingly made, but there was fortunately
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uo necessity for using force against him, as within a few days of the
Bmm
expiration of the fixed time he delivered the required number of * f f ^ f
cattle to me, and they were handed to those from whom they had m a n .
been taken.
T—
3. In September last, a dispute arose between the chiefs Khama
and Sebele as to the ownership of a place called Tsit le, near Lopepe.
Each claimed a well of water there, and ordered the people of the
other to leave. Khama marched with about two thousand armed
men to Lopepe for the purpose of reinstating his people at Tsitle,
and with the intention of fighting against Sebele if necessary. I
was instructed to accompany Khama, and, taking with me three of
Sebele's councillors, I met the former at Lopepe and after talking
the matter over with him I persuaded him to return to Palapye
with the force he had brought pending further inquiry into his and
Sebele's claims to Tsitle. I, however, consented to his people being
in the meantime reinstated there.
4. In the following month, a dispute also occurred between
Khama and Sebele's people about certain water pits at Menohe
near Palla camp, and a fight took place in which one native was
killed and the hands of another were seriously injured by gun-shot
wounds. The matter was inquired into, and the guilty parties
punished. Both Tsitle and Menohe are on the border of Khama
and Sebele's territories between which there is no defined boundary.
It is desirable that one should be made.
5. The Commission appointed by His Excellency the Governor
and High Commissioner to inquire into and report upon alleged
land grants and mineral and other concessions claimed by Europeans
in the Bechuanaland Protectorate held sittings at Gaberones,
Mafeking, and Kuruman, and after collecting all procurable
evidence respecting the alleged grants and concessions, forwarded
it, together with their report, to His Excellency.
6. The natives in the Southern Protectorate remained quiet
during the recent hostilities in Matabeleland.
7. The Protectorate was admitted into the Customs Union
from 1st July last, and the Collector of Customs at Mafeking
has been appointed, with subordinate officers stationed in the
Protectorate, to see that the provisions of the regulations are carried
out and to collect the dues.
8. A Proclamation has been issue! with the view of protecting
large game throughout the Protectorate.
0. A murder case was tried by His Honour the Resident
Commissioner in whioh the accused was found guilty, sentenced to
death, and executed.
Thirty-five criminal, and sixteen civil, cases were heard in my
court during the year.
10. A house has been built here for my occupation. A court
room and pubiio offices are greatly needed.
11. Detachments of the Bechuanaland Border Police are still
stationed at Gaberones, Sequani, Moohudi, Molepolole, Kanya,
Ramathlabama, Sand Pits and Ramoutsa, in the Southern ProtecB
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torate.

Horse sickness has been severe again this season, and has
R proportion of the Pel ice horses.
12. The grain crops were very poor last season, but will be
abundant this year, as good rains fell throughout the year.
13. The collected Revenue under the usual heads during the year
at this office, amounted to seven hundred and eighty-six pounds
nineteen shillings and eight pence sterling (786/, 19$. 8d.).

c a r r i e d
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W . H.

Assistant Commissioner's Office,
Gaberones, May 1, 1894.

SURMON,

Assistant Commissioner.

REPORT by Mr. J . S. MOFFAT, Assistant Commissioner, on
AFFAIRS in the

NORTHERN

BECHUANALAND

PROTECTO

RATE for the twelve months ending March 31st 1894,
The Northern Protectorate consists mainly of the country
belonging to the Bamangwato under the Chief Khama. The
Batawana are an off-shoot of the Bamangwato ; the division took
place in the days of Khama's great grandfather. The Batawana
Occupy the country about Lake Ngami and, whilst virtually
independent, keep up a certain amount of connexion with the
elder tribe. The present Ch\*f, Sekhome, is Khama's nephew.
The head-quarters of Khama are at Palapye, on the northern
shoulder of the Cliapong range.
The majority of the people
are congregated, according to the Sechuana custom, in the head
town, but many young men are dispersed at outposts in charge of
cattle up towards the Zambesi, in the direction of Pandamatenkn, along the Botleti or Lake Ngami river, also in the country
round Shoshong or along the Crocodile river, and also the Shashi
and Macloutni rivers.
There has been little to chronicle in the internal history of the
tribe during the past twelve monihs. There is not much crime to
speak of, and what there has been Khama has dealt with among
his own people in his usual prompt fashion.
What little stock stealing has occurred has been traceable to
European passers-by, who nave occasionally picked up an ox or
two to replenish their own teams.
The general health of the town has been better than might have
been expected from the experience of the first year or two at this
place. The climate is unquestionably tropical, but our elevation
is above 3,600 feet and if Europeans observe hygienic
laws they may live here with a fair amount of health and
energy. Substantial dwellings go far, and these are becoming
more general. There has been a fair amount of business, such as
it is. The old and lucrative trade in ivory is virtually extinct,
elephants tusks only making their appearance at rare intervals,
from the distant north-west. Ostrich feathers are now few, and
9
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of little account. In fact, the whole of what used to be the staple
trade—the produce of the chase—is now a diminishing quantity.
The trade in cattle and hides, and in native corn and maize, is
now pretty well all that remains. Something is done in the way
of transport-riding and this may settle into an industry, so long
as there is no railway to connect Matabeleland with the present
termini.
^ There is a very large number of waggons now in the posses
sion of the tribe and there is constant progress in this direction.
The country upon the whole is dry—too dry for much in the
way of lucrative agriculture. The native grains can be
raised almost anywhere in the eastern half of the country, most
years, when there is no drought or locusts, but native grain will
not be a crop for export while there is in the Transvaal, close by,
a much better watered country. As years go on, the Protectorate
may come to be turned to account for cattle ranching, that is,
after the expenditure of large sums in the making of dams or the
sinking of wells, but at present it is native territory and the
question is not a practical one.
Little can be done in the way of inducing the natives to make
a beginning in development, on account of the extreme jealousy
and suspicion of European encroachments due to causes which
need not be dealt with here.
The principal external episode affecting the Bamnngwato
during the past 12 months hns been the Matabele war. .1
need not go into this particularly, as the story has been told by
others in despatches*
There are two thorny questions which have exercised the minds
of the Chief and people very much, the boundary between the
Bakwena and the Bamangwato on the south-west, and between
Bamangwato and Matabeleland on the north-east It is to be
hoped that these matters may be successfully dealt with during
the current year by commissioners appointed for the purpose. I
regret to have to say that we do not seem to be gainit g ground in
the confidence of either Chief or people. I think that Kim ma is
drifting away from us in feeling. The causes that lead up to this
result have been dealt with elsewhere. They are connected
mainly with the land question, and with the regulation of the trade
in arms and ammunition. So far as the enforcement of the liquor
regulations is concerned, in the Northern Protectorate a fair
amount of success has been achieved. In Palapye itself the
spread of drink among the Bamangwato has been kept within the
narrowest limits. The store-keepers are respectable men, who have
loyally co-operated with the Assistant Commissioner. One or two
instances in which there has been contravention of the Chiefs
regulations by colonial boys or white men have been dealt with
by the Chief, and have resulted in the summary expulsion of the
offenders from the town. In such cases, I have sto d by as there
has been no real injustice, and have considered thrt, by giving
Khama a free hand, I have acted in the spirit of the message
X 83470.
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BESJA. Crossed to the Chief in May 1888 by Her Majesty's Secretary of
LAND.
State for the Colonies.
1893-4.
The revenue has been but trifling. It was thought that the
ammunition licences would bring in a good deal, but the small
number applied for would seem to indicate that the people are
getting the ammunition elsewhere.
There is a good Kafir corn harvest this year—the first, it may be
said, since the removnl from Shoshong to this place—and, with a
better state of things in this respect, we may hope that there will
be progress in education and civilization under the superintendence
of the staff maintained here by the London Missionary Society.
The Chit'f is, at his own expense, putting up commodious and
substantial school buildings.
No serious trouble need be apprehended so long as we leave the
people and the Chiefs to manage their own affairs, and do not worry
them upon the land question. If we are content to preserve a
status quo** far as possible, to allow the people to live in their own
way, which does us no harm, (for they arc perfectly inoffensive
neighbours and, though in a low and, I may say, almost squalid, grade
of civilization, yet they are far from being savages), there is no
reason why thing* should not tend to a peaceful absorption
eventually into the South African Dominion of the future. At
present there is a deep-seated and resentful conviction that we
intend to take the ground from under their feet, and this feeling
makes it difficult for us to obtain from them even reasonable
concessions.
The country is HO enormously wide, and so thinly populated, that
any laws we impose, if not imposed with the sympathy and the
good will of the Chiefs, are sure to become a dead letter. We
must be content to go slowly and to take the people with us, and
not to drive them. I will only add a quotation from the words of
the late Sir Gerald Porta), of which I heartily endorse the truth;
"It is to be greatly feared that the breach-loading and the
" repeating rifles of the European officer and his half disciplined
" troops are still emptied far too often in the cause of civilization,
" and that the fire in which the Afiican now finds himself is not
" much more comfortable than his former passive position in the
" frying pan. All the theories, rules for guidance, and plans
" which have been evolved on this subject are useless if the first
" principles be forgotten. The ordinary African native is a
" curious compound of suspicion, superstition, childlike simplicity,
" and mulish obstinacy. If he knows and trusts his leader, he
" may be guided gently towards civilization, may be made a useful
" member of society, and even a Christian, but he will resist with
" the whole force of his nature any attempts to kick him from
behind into comfort or into Heaven. '
m
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REPORT on the BECHUANALAND BORDER POLICE for

1893-94.

The Annual Report of the Bechuanaiand Border Police for
1893 to 1894, is compiled from 1st April 1893 to 31st March
1894.
Strength.

The strength of the corps* on let April 1893 was as follows:
Non-Com
missioned
officer aud
troopers.

Troops.

Distribution,

Officers.

Northern Protectorate -

16

183

Southern Protectorate -

4

n

77

G. troop.

Bechuanaland

5

114

119

A. troop.

Total -

25

370

395

Total.

199

E.F. and K. troops,

In September, the strength was increased to 27 officers, 450
non-commissioned officers and troopers.
In October, three new troops wereraised, consisting of 300 officers*
non-commissioned officers and troopers, including four officers and
67 non-commissioned officers and men cf the Black Watch and
West Biding Regiment, and one officer and 35 non-commissioned
officers and troopers of the Cape Mounted Riflemen.
On the conclusion of operations in Matabeleland in January
1894, 50 non-commissioned officers and troopers were transferred
to the Matabeleland Police, raised by the British South Africa
Company.
The disbandment of Major Grey's column was then proceeded
with, and on the 31st of March 1894 it ceased to exist.
The strength of the corps on that date was as follows :—
Non-Com*
missioned
officers and
troopers.

Total.

Troops.

15

215

230

E. and F. troops.

Northern Protectorate •

10

69

79

K. troop,

Southern Protectorate -

4

72

76

Q. troop.

Bechuanaland -

8

105

113

A. troop.

33,

461

498

Distribution.

Matubeleland

Total

-

Officers.

r
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Desertions.

BecauAa**

——

IIEPORTS.—ANNUAL.

Seven men deserted during the year from Gaberones, stealing
two horses, which have since been recovered.
Native

Strength.

The strength of natives, 3lst March 1894, was as follows:—
Matabeleland
- 4 6
Northern Protectorate
55
Southern Protectorate
.
.
.
9
Bechuanaland
10
Total

120
Transport*

The transport of the corps 1st April 1893 consisted of 18 waggons,
10 caits, and 12 water carts.
This was considerably increased during the Matabeleland
Campaign, and the present strength is 36 ox-waggons, 11 Scotch
carts, three spring-carts and 21 water-carts.
Mule

Strength.

The strength of mules 31st March 1893wns34 ; during the year,
51 were purchased, 38 died from horse-sickness and other natural
causes, and four were killed or lost in action, leaving the present
strength 43.
Ox

Strength.

The strength of oxen 1st April 1893 was 319; during the year
548 have been purchased, 69 have died from natural causes, and
159 were lost, left behind, or killed in action, leaving the present
strength 639.
Horse

Strength.

The strength of horses 1st April 1893 was 228 ; during the year,
707 have been purchased and 554 have died from horse sickness
and other natural causes or have been lost or killed in action,
leaving the present strength 381, which are distributed as
follows:—
Matabeleland
Northern Protectorate
Southern Protectorate
Bechuanaland
-

-

-

-

-

-

185
35
56
105
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Armament

Bzmn
BECBUAHA*

The armament of the corps at the present time consists of:—•
4 Seven-pounder R.M.L. gum of 2 0 0 lbs. mounted on
Colonial field carriages.
2 Seven-pounder R.M.L. guns of 4 0 0 lbs.
1 Seven-pounder, Naval pattern.
4 Maxim guns.
2 Nordenfelt guns.
1 Gatling gun on loan from the Tati Gold Mining and
Exploration Company.
1,317 Martini-Henry Rifles.
217 Snider Rifles.
Special

Employment.

S i x t r o o p e r s h a v e b e e n e m p l o y e d since J u l y 1 8 9 3 , in p e r f o r m i n g
t h e d u t i e s of C u s t o m s Officers a t R a m o u t s a , S e q u e r i e , P a l l a ,
Pahipye, Macloutsi, and Grobler's Cross Roads.
T h e usual escort of a n o n - c o m m i s s i o n e d officer a n d three t r o o p e r s
h a s b e e n provided for t h e A s s i s t a n t C o m m i s s i o n e r a t P a l a p y e .
T h e detachment at Selika has been engaged in preventing B o e r s
from e x t e r m i n a t i n g t h e g a m e in K h a m a ' s c o u n t r y .
O n 5th J u l y , Sub-Lieutenant D r u r y proceeded to Rhodes Drift
to inquire into a charge preferred by the Resident M a g i s t r a t e ,
T u l i , a g a i n s t a p e t t y chief, M a l e m e , a n d issued a w a r r a n t for h i s
a r r e s t o n t h e c h a r g e s of theft a n d m u r d e r .
O n 8 t h J u l y , 2 0 m o u n t e d men p r o c e e d e d t o T u l i , w h e r e t h e y
w e r e j o i n e d by S u b - L i e u t e n a n t D r u r y , w h o s u r r o u n d e d M a l e m e ' s
K r a a l , b u t found t h a t he h a d fled across t h e L i m p o p o . T h e p a r t y
t h e n r e t u r n e d to M a c l o u t s i .
O n 1 9 t h J u l y , S u b - L i e u t e n a n t D r u r y a n d 16 m o u n t e d m e n
loft for T u l i with o r d e r s t o p r o c e e d to Mn!erne's kraal, b u t , in
c o n s e q u e n c e of M a t a b e l e d i s t u r b a n c e s , w e r e d e t a i n e d at T u l i , b y
d i r e c t i o n of his E x c e l l e n c y , w h e r e t h e y w e r e e n g a g e d in a s s i s t i n g
t h e officials of t h e B r i t i s h S o u t h Africa C o m p a n y in m a k i n g
a r r a n g e m e n t s for t h e defence of T u l i . T h i s p a r t y r e t u r n e d to
c a m p 1 5 t h S e p t e m b e r on b e i n g relieved by t h e C o m p a n y ' s troops.
O n O c t o b e r 11th, in c o n s e q u e n c e of t h e t h r e a t e n i n g a t t i t u d e of
t h e M a t a b e l e , a c o l u m n consisting o f 12 officers, 2 1 3 n o n
commissioned officers a n d t r o o p e r s , w i t h 2 1 5 horses, t w o s e v e n p o u n d e r g u n s on field c a r r i a g e s , fcur M a x i m g u n s on g a l l o p i n g
c a r r i a g e s a n d a c c o m p a n i e d b y t r a n s p o r t , 15 waggons, four w a t e r
carts, s e v e n Scotch c a r t s , a d v a n c e d t o t a k e u p a position in t h e
n e i g h b o u r h o o d of T a t i .
T h i s column w a s j o i n e d b y a b o u t 2 0 0 m e n of t h e C o m p a n y ' s
t r o o p s u n d e r C o m m a n d a n t Raaff, C . M . G . , a n d b y t h e Chief K h a m a
a n d a b o u t 1,800 of his m e n .
T h e c o l u m n left T a t i 2 0 t h O c t o b e r , a n d m a r c h e d b y w a y of t h e
Monarch Reef to Mangwe, engaging the enemy near Impandine
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on 2 n d November, and thence t o B u i u w a y o , which w a s reached b y
the main b o d y 1 4 t h N o v e m b e r .
Part of the column were t h e n sent with MaJDr Forbes's patrol
d o w n the S h a n g a n i , and t h e remainder under M a j o r B r o w n e t o
patrol t h e M a t o p a H i l l s .
A party of one officer a n d 5 0 m o u n t e d men left M a c l o u t s i e for
B u l u w a y o 1 1 t h N o v e m b e r , escorting supplies.
I n J a n u a r y 1 8 9 4 , t h e troops were moved t o n y a t i .
T h e column under M a j o r G r e y left M a f e k i n g 2 8 t h O c t o b e r a n d
reached P u l a p y e 2 1 s t N o v e m b e r .
T h e n c e a detachment of one officer and 4 4 non-commissioned
officers a n d men was detailed to proceed to strengthen t h e garrison
at Macloutsie. T h e remainder o f t h e c o l u m n arrived at T a t i
30th N o v e m b e r .
U n t i l 3 1 s t M a r c h , t h e following places were o c c u p i e d b y this
co!<imn at various t i m e s :
Tati, M a n g w e , F i g Tree, and Khama
River.

Regimental Works.
T h e second b a r r a c k room a t M a c l o u t s i , which w a s commenced
in t h e previous y e a r , has been completed ; a new stable has been
built at t h e sick l i n e s ; a brick post office has b e e n b u i i t , a n d
improvements effected in the quarters of t h e nursing staff' a t the
hospital.
I n nearly all out-stations in t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e and B e c h u a n a l a n d ,
improvements h a v e been made in the men's quarters a n d t h e
stables.
T h e road from M a c l o u t s i to t h e Shashi w a s completed and the
rond-cutting p a r t y w a s w i t h d r a w n in S e p t e m b e r .
T h e direct road from M a c l o u t s i t o M a n g w e vid t h e S h a s h i a n d
S e m o k w e R i v e r s has b e e n opened u p .
Forts were completed a t F i g T r e e a n d M a n g w e .

Patrols,
C o n s t a n t patrols have been made t h r o u g h o u t the
by t h e C o r p s .

area

occupied

Stations.
T h e f o l l o w i n g stations h a v e been o c c u p i e d during t h e y e a r : —
Matabeleland.—Inyati,
Buluwayo, F i g Tree, M a n g w e ,
K h a m a R i v e r , R a m a k w u e b a n , T a t i a n d signalling stations.
Northern Protectorate.—Macloutsi, P a l a p y e , S e l t k a , Grobler's
Cross Roads and signalling stations.
Southern Protectorate. — G a b e r o n e s , K a n y a , Molepolole, Ramoutsa, M o c h u d i , Pnlln, Sequani, S a n d P i t s , a n d P i t s a n i
Bothluga.
Bechuanaland. — V r y b u r g , M a f e k i n g , T a u n g s , S e t l a g o l i ,
SchaapfonUin, Genesn, K u r u m a u , Langeber^r, M o r o q u i n ,
T w e e l i n g ' s P a n , D r y H a r t z , R a r a a t l a b a n a , Pitsani, M a r i t o g o ,
Mosita, Z w a a r t K o p , G o r d o n i a , K e i m o e s , and M i e r .
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Summary.
In summing up the various headings under which the foregoing
report has been compiled, it will be seen that last October the
Force was largely increased both in officers, men, and horses and
that for the last seven months of the year the majority of the Force
was employed in the Matabele War and the final settlement of the
country.
Throughout the whole of the operations, the conduct of all
concerned has been all that I could wish.
In a former despatch to His Excellency the High Commissioner
I mentioned the names of the following officers, besides certain
non-commissioned officers, for special services:—Major Raleigh
Grey, Capt. the Hon. O. J. Coventry, Capi Walford, and Capt.
Tancred.
The health of the men, considering the exposure and privations
they went through, was good, and it speaks very well for the
country that out of about 650 men employed not a single death
took place from climatic (muses during the time we occupied the
country. This I attribute greatly to the care of the Medical
Officers and to the men having proper nourishment when sick and
convalescent.
As usual, the death-rate among horses from horse-sickness has
been very heavy. Out of the 554 horses shown as died from all
causes during the year, 516 have been from horse-sickness.
H. GGOLD-ADAMS, Lieut-Colonel,
Commanding Bechuanaland Border Police.
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