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• No. 168. 

BilTISH BBOHUANALAND. 
(Bot Reports fbr 1898-4,»* No* ISO.) 

• 8ir H B B O U L B S R O B I N S O N to Mr. C H A M B E R L A I N . 

Government House, Cape Town, 
S I R , October 11,1805. 

I H A Y S the honour to transmit, for your information, a 
oopv of a Despatch from the Administrator of British Bechuana-
land enclosing the annual reports of the territory for the year 
1894-5. 

You will, doubtless, cause me to be furnished with printed 
copies of the reports, on which I think it unnecessary, in present 
circumstances, to comment, except to endorse Sir b. Shippard's 
testimony as to the value of the services performed by the civil 
servants of the Colony. 

I have communicated these reports unofficially to my Ministers* 
Ihftve, &c 

H B B O U L B S R O B I N S O N , 
Governor and High Commissioner. 

B a m s a 
fiaoavAiu. 

u m , 
18S4-S. 

Enclosure. 
From A D M I N I S T R A T O R , Vryburg, to His Excellency the 

G O V E R N O R , Cape Town. 
Administrator's Office, British Bechuanaknd, 

S I R , Vryburg, September 20, 1895. 
I H A V E the honour to forward, for your Excellency's 

information, the following reports on the progress and condition of 
British Beohuanaland, and the Protectorate for the year ending 
31st Mareh 1895 .— 

Page 
1. The Colonial Secretary and Receiver-General - 8 
2. The Crown Prosecutor . . . 12 
3. The Surveyor-General - - - 1 2 
4. The Postmaster-General - - - 20 
5. The Collector of Customs - - - 26 
6. The Inspector of Native Reserves - - 3 3 
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Pag* 
7. The Civil Commieiioner and Resident Magis

trate of Vryburg - - - - 84 
8. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis

trate of Mafekinff - - - - 39 
9. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis

trate of Taungs - - - 42 
10. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis

trate of Kuruman - - - - 43 
11. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis

trate of Gordonia, including the report of 
the District Surgeon - - - 44 

12. The Matron of Vryburg? Hospital - - 50 
13. The District Surgeon of Vryburg - - 51 
14. The District Surgeon of Mafeking - - 51 
15. The Assistant Commissioner for the Southern 

Protectorate - - - - 52 
16. The Assistant Commissioner for the Northern 

Protectorate - - - - 55 
17. The Officer commanding the Bechuanaland 

Border Police, including reports for 
Medical Officers - - - 59 

18. The Superintendent of Rural Schools - - 64 
19. The Government Engineer Officer - - 66 

The expenditure during the financial year 1894-95 has been 
less by about 6,000/. than that of any of the last five financial 
years, while the revenue has been the largest ever yet collected in 
this territory, exceeding by 20 per cent, the amount collected 
during the previous year. The increase of revenue in the Crown 
Colony amounted to about 12,000/., and the difference between 
revenue and expenditure was reduced to about 3,000/. 

In view of the steady growth of revenue and of the economy in 
expenditure, these figures show that in another year the Crown 
Colony, if still in existeoee, should yield a surplus. 

In the Bechuanaland Protectorate the revenue was about 
7,600/.. while there the expenditure, chiefly on police, amounted to 
about 85,000/. 

It is gratifying to note that there has been an almost total 
absence of serious crime throughout British Bechuanaland. 
Indeed, it very rarely happens that any Bechuana or aboriginal 
inhalant is imprisoned on any charge whatever in any gaol in 
the territory. This is partly due to strict enforcement of the 
salutary laws prohibiting the supply of liquor to natives, and 
partly to the wholesome discipline maintained by native chiefs, to 
whom a certain measure of jurisdiction is assigned by the laws 
and regulations of the territory. 

The total area of the Crown Colony may be roughly estimated 
at about 50,000 square miles. Of this extent about 20,000 square 
miles, in round numbers, have been disposed of or granted to 
private owners; 12,000 square miles have been given as 
consideration for the construction oa railway between Kimberley 

B a m s a 
Batsnuiu* 

LAUD. 
1894-0. 
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and Mafsking; and the remaining 18,000 square in ilea are still Bamsa 
at the disposal of Government as vacant Crown land. If a square B*f"J£ I U* 
mile be taken to represent about 800 morgen (or, say, 000 aores) its**, 
this, at the extremely moderate mto of sixpence an acre, would — 
represent a prairie value of at least 270^0002. This, of course, is 
irrespective of the value of the minerals of various kinds with 
which the country abounds. I t would probably be nearer the 
mark to estimate the value of the vacant crown land in British 
Beohuanaland at half a million sterling. With reference to 
minerals I will merely state that diamonds have been found on 
the Vryburg commonage, that prospecting for gold with encour
aging results is going on in the Vryburg district; and that, if the 
reports of those interested are to be believed, reefs of great extent 
and extraordinary richness have been discovered. 

The Postal and Teh*™**"1! Service, which now extends as far as 
Buluwavo u i t , be considered fairly satisfactory for 
the time uotug, in view of the enormous distances to be traversed 
and the primitive state of the Protectorate; but the high rates 
charged are a source of universal discontent. The returns of the 
Department show that while the total cost in the last financial 
year was upwards of 12,0002. the excess of expenditure over 
revenue was only about 9002. In other words, tub Department 
is within measurable distance of being, to say the least, self-
supporting. 

The Customs returns show an increase of imports, amounting to 
35 per cent, above those of the prec ag year. This advance is 
to be attributed partly to the increasing occupation of farms, and 
partly to the rapidly growing trade and traffic passing through 
Beohuanaland to the tei ritories of the British South Africa 
Company. In the Protectorate, the returns of imports show an 
increase of 68 per cent, over those of the preceding year. 

The gross Customs receipts for 1894-6 amount to about 25,0002., 
being about 6,5002 in excess of those of the financial year, 1898-4. 

The collection of hut tax throughout the Crown Colony has 
been unusually good, the returns showing an increase of about 
1,3002. over the collection of the preceding financial year. The 
natives generally are quite contented and very prosperous, in spite 
of the failure of many crops through drought and the ravages of 
locusts. They thoroughly appreciate the blessings of British rule, 
under which they enjoy in peace the fruits of their labours. Many 
of the younger men earn good wages in the Kimberley and 
Johannesburg mines, or in domestic service, while the fortunate 
possessors of waggons and oxen gain considerable sums as carriers 
between the present railway terminus at Mafeking and Buluwayo. 
The greater part of the carrying trade through the Protectorate is 
at present in the hands of natives. 

1 he reports of the Civil Commissioners and Resident Magistrates 
of the Crown Colony call for no special remark. They all, in the 
main, tell the same tale of increasing population and growing 
revenue with an almost total absence of crime. 
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BarriSH 

LAUD. 
1894k5. 

Tfce reports of the Government Medical Officers show that the 
health of the population has been, generally speaking, good, with 
thi exception of an extensive outbreak of small-pox among the 
natives. ~ The disease is of a mild type and very few deaths have 
occurred. Stringent precautions have in all cases been adopted and 
isolation, vaccination, and fumigation have produced the usual 
result. Where, in order to stamp out the disease, it has been 
necessary to burn down native huts, compensation has in all cases 
been paid to the owners. 

The Vryburg Cottage Hospital, of which Miss Agnes Cowan is 
at present matron, is admirably managed, and is proving of the 
utmost use to the community, especially in serious accidents. I t 
contains 12 beds, of which nine are devoted to European patients 
and three are available for casualties or cases of dangerous illness 
among natives. The number of cases admitted has of late greatly 
increased, and the patients discharged cured speak in the highest 
terms of their treatment. The building, which is so planned as 
to admit of enlargement as required, occupies the best ate in the 
township, and the ground enclosed is sufficiently extensive to 
admit of a separate building for native cases. The arrangements 
for this hospital were originally made after correspondence with 
Dr. Fitzgerald, who so long directed the excellent hospital founded 
by Sir George Grey at King William's Town. I venture to 
express a hope that the Vryburg Cottage Hospital may be specially 
commended to the fostering care of the future Government of this 
territory. At Mafeking there is a small Police Hospital, which 
has proved a boon to the Force, especially in cases of fever and 
dysentery among men stationed in the valley of the Limpopo or 
Crocodile River, for whom Mafeking is a sanatorium. 

In the Bechuanaland Protectorate the three most noteworthy 
incidents during the past year have been the peaceful settlement 
of old intertribal disputes, by the delimitation of Rhama's southern 
and fcouth-western boundary; the satisfactory termination of the 
long-standing quarrel between the Bakwena Chief Sebele and his 
brother Khari, through the location of the latter at Kolobeng, and 
the successful colonisation of the Ghansi territory, near Lake 
Ngami, by a party of trek Boers under the guidance, and with the 
assistance, of a detachment of the Bechuanaland Border Police 
commanded by Captain J . W. Fuller, 

It is almost superfluous to praise the Mounted Police Force of 
Bechuanaland. I'he mere fact that law and prder haye been 
maintained throughout so vast an area by a mere handful of men 
speaks volumeo for the zeal and efficiency with which their duties 
have been performed. 

Major Panzera, the Engineer Officer in charge of Public Works, 
has furnished full reports and has performed his duties to the 
entire satisfaction of the Government 

. Th^ public schools for both 6exes in Vryburg and Mafeking 
h^ve njade good progress with Government aid, but the cause of 
education in this territory demands far more liberal treatment 
than has yet been accorded to ; t . Much haa been done by the 
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Rev, D. WilcockB, of the Dutch Reformed Church, who has, acted Banisi) 
as Superintendent of Rural Schools, but this gentleman!? aerrices BKOHuxtA-, 
are* no longer available.. Vryburg ought, m wy opinion, to, be jjg^. 
made an educational centre, not only for the whole of Bechu'analand ' ' 
and the territories of the British South Africa Company, but also 
for the. south-western districts of the Transvaal. A step in the 
right direction would be the establishment of a, college and public 
school for boys at Vryburg on the lines of S t Andrew's College,, 
and of a high school for girls, on the model of the diocesan school 
for girls at Grahamstown. No better site for a college or school 
could be found than that of the present Government buildings. 
Vryburg has muoh to recommend it as an educational centre— 
facility of access and communication, perfect salubrity, an un
surpassable climate, a well supplied market, and entire freedom from 
objectionable surroundings of any kind* 

As' this* is the last time I shall have the honour of furnishing an 
annual report on the condition of Bechuanaland, I hope I may be 
pardoned for indulging in a very brief retrospect. 

When ten years ago Uer Majesty's Government was first 
established in British Bechuanaland^ the. country had only just 
bees rescued from the horrors of war in the peculiarly cruel and 
unprincipled form commonly called filibustering. • The plundered 
natives had barely recovered from a state of terror. The iand was 
to all intents and purposes in a condition of barbarism, It is now 
as peaceable and, in the main, as well governed as any part of Her 
Majesty's dominions. Life and property are safer now throughout 
this immense territory than in many parts of London. The land 
has to a great extent been surveyed and settled. The natives aro 
well provided for and are prosperous and happy. Evidences of 
progress in every respect might readily be adduced; but it is 
needless to enlarge on the theme. The facts need no comment. 
In the first year of administration here the revenue was, 
roughly speaking, 7,0002.; it is now 70,000/. The wealth still in 
the country is incalculable. Its future is bright indeed. At a 
moderate computation, Her Majesty's Government has spent two 
millions sterling on it, and now hands it over as a free gift to the 
Cape Colony, with at the very least a quarter of a million's worth 
of vacant Crown land, all the public buildings, and all its untold 
wealth in minerals. Apart from the potentialities of mineral' 
development, the Cape Colony will at once derive from ̂ British 
Bechnanalanda surplus revenue exceeding 20,000/. a year. To 
grudge so magnificent a donation miglrt seem ungenerous, but it 
is ho exaggeration to say that such a gift to a self-governing 
Colony is an instance of Imperial munificence to which it wjould 
hardly'be possible to find a parallel 

In conclusion, I beg to add a few words with reference to the 
Civil servants of this territory. It is needless for me to study well-
rounded periods in praise of these gentlemen. It is to their labours 
that i)be> success of this administration is. due, and the results they 
have achieved speak in their favour more* eloquently than any 
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1. REPORT of the COLONIAL SECRETARY and RECEIVER-
GENERAL. 

Receiver-General's Office, 
British. Bechuanaland, 

SIB, June 29, 1895. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the annual report of this 

department for the year ending the 31st March last. 
The following are comparative statements of revenue and 

expenditure in British Bechuanaland and the Protectorate during 
the last five financial years :— 

Revenue. 

1890-91. 1891-92. 1892-93. 1893-94. 1894-^5. 

Customs revenue -
Hut tax -
Licences -
Revenue stamps 
Transfer duty 
Auction duty 
Fines and ees 
Survey receipts 

*«<—{8S5™*: 
Telegraphs -
Quit-rents -
Other rents 
Sales cf Government pro

perty -
Sundries -
Sundry receipts in aid 
Contribution from British 

South Africa Company -
Protectorate revenue 

£ 
2,448 
3,410 
2,917 
2,154 
2,730 

190 
772 

1,507 
2,204 
1,412 
2,543 
4,330 

195 

606 
215 

1,123 

2,475 

£ 
12,579 

1,975 
3,252 
2,743 
2,996 

223 
565 
538 

3,096 
3,017 
2,605 
3,758 

474 

2,440 
340 

1,724 

3,100 
452 

£ 
13,326 
8,450 
3,228 
2,514 
2,993 

197 
654 

2,820 
2,585 \ 
2,202 J 
2,492 
3,871 

410 

465 
125 

2,125 

406 
1,844 

£ 
16,392 
3,941 
3,024 
2,515 
3,223 

242 
959 

4,079 
5,195 
2,431 
5,574 

265 

815 
169 

3,353 

1,100 

£ 
21,834 

5,288 
3,184 
2,784 
4,50* 

225 
758 
787 

7,867 
3,896 
6,043 

287 

748 
489 

2,112 

1,144 

Total, excluding land "1 
sale - J 

Land sales -
31,231 
11,270 

45,875 
5,061 

45,157 
187 

52,796 
2,574 

60,889 
6,267 

Total 42,501 50,936 45,344 55,870 67,156 

BtuTisH words of mine could. I will only express my hope that they may 
BBOBUAKA. one and all receive on the annexation of this territory to the Cape 

mZ'i Colony the just and generous treatment which they have so well 
* deserved. 

I have, &c. 
S I D N E Y S H I F P A B D , 

His Excellency Administrator. 
The Governor and High Commissioner, 

Cape Town. 



COLONIAL BBFOBTS.—ANNUAL. 9 

1890*91. 1891-92. 1892-98. 1898-94. 1894-95. 

ft A A A 4 £ 
Pensions - 1,350 950 887 905 848 
Administrator 8,874 3,016 8,874 8,161 9,850 
Colonial Secretary and Be-

ceiver-General - 2,850 9,174 9,803 9,837 2,370 
Store Department -
Native amirs 

516 — — —• — Store Department -
Native amirs 871 898 1,410 1,177 1,995 
Legal 8,099 4,141 8,888 4,206 4,426 
District administration 5,936 6.809 7,180 7,958 7,169 
Posts and telegraphs 9,661 15,631 14,846 13,598 12,520 
Customs - 1,188 1,167 1,892 1,678 
Poliee 106,999 95,891 94,234 178,773 89,254 
Education - 348 307 568 750 979 
Transport -
Miscellaneous 

7U 588 914 1,045 982 Transport -
Miscellaneous 2,240 4,298 3.788 4,752 6,069 
Surveyor-General - 11,014 8,882 6,920 8,670 4,299 
Hospital -
Public works, recurrent 

— — 1,210 500 482 Hospital -
Public works, recurrent 939 919 892 1,889 2,318 

„ „ extraordinary 1,779 5,929 8,153 7,685 6,088 
Assistant Commissioner, 

Palapye - 2,408 9,085 851 865 1,194 
Assistant Commissioner, 

Gaberones 1,160 1,642 1,586 1,435 1,366 
Special payments - 4,551 762 78 — 2,155 
Concessions commissions - _ —. 585 89 

Total 158,392 154,929 154,087 237,928 148,876 

BRITISH 
BBOHUAHA* 

1-894-5. 

REVENUE. 

Customs. 
Last year I was unable to report any increase on the amount 

realised from this source in the Crown Colony. This year there 
is an increase of about 2,400/. in the Crown Colony and of about 
2,600/. in the Protectorate, making a total increase of over 5,000/. 
I must, as usual, refer to the very full report of the Collector of 
Customs for particulars of ibis most important and increasing 
branch of revenue. 

Hut Tax. 
The appointment of a collector of hut tax to assist the 

Inspector of Native Reserves in his collecting duties is more than 
ever justified by the receipt this year of a sum exceeding by over 
1,000/. the largest amount ever previously produced by this tax in 
one year. This result is the more satisfactory, as it must be borne 
in mind that natives of the Crown Colony, from whom alone this 
tax is collected, are also liable to a wheel tax of Lalf-a-crown per 
wheel, which this year they have, for the most part, readily paid. 

Of the remaining heads of revenue, fines and fees, survey receipts, 
sales of Government property, sundry receipts in aid, and sundries, 

» 
Expenditure. 
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BarruH ^ ror n o remark. The coHeotiont under them are fortuitous, 
B*£ioiHA- and a considerable portion o! them consists of reimbursements 

JJJ** of miscellaneous items of expenditure incurred at TSJIOUS times. -
The snmll item of auction duty shows a decrease,..which has 

~ some significance. Auction sales sue commonly the result of 
distress or discontent, produced by bad harvest or reverse of 
some kind. Were it not that this duty is of some slight u^e as" 
an indicator it might well be dispensed with. t^t>. •» > 

- . Of the remaining and more genuine sources of revenue, 
licences, revenue stamps, transfer duty, po3t9 and telegran&lj and 
quit-rents, each show m a more or leas marked degree aatnereate 
on the figures of t he previous year. The increase of the existing 
population* the immigration of farmers, and their,. families from 
neighbouring countries, the sustained appreciation of the value of 
land, and the introduction of new capital, have combined to 
produce a reyenue in the Crown Colony exceeding by 20 per 
cent the amount collected during the previous year. 

The improvement in revenue for posts and telegraphs during 
the year is a marked feature in the accounts, while the 
expenditure under the same head has decreased slightly. On 
examination it will be found that the Department was worked 
at a loss of 1,8002. during the year 1894-95 , whereas during 
the previous year the deficiency exceeded 5,000/. Now that the 
post runs twice a week throughout the whole length of the 
Protectorate without any additional expenditure, an increase of 
revenue may be expected which should ensure the working of the 
Department without any loss. 

EXPENDITURE. 

It is satisfactory to find that increase of revenue has not been 
accompanied by a corresponding increase in expenditure; in fact, 
the expenditure is not only very much less than it was during 
the year 1893-4, which, in consequence of the Matebele war, was 
an extraordinary one, but is the smallest incurred during the past 
five years. In consequence it became possible for the Colony 
to forego a portion of the grant in aid, and a sum of 8,000/. was 
withheld. 

All the items of expenditure agree closely with the amounts 
dbown in the revised estimates prepared during February last. 

During the year, five farms which were hypothecated to. the 
Imperial Government as security in connection with the fc>tella-
land debt were purchased by the Bechuanaland Government 
at a cost of 1,838/. 

The wheel tax* which was imposed during the year resulted in the, 
collection of an amount of 2,500/. available for the making and 
repair of roads in the Colony, and added a. sum of 270/ . to tfee 
general revenue. 

Froro the figures furnished in the accompanying, tables and 
reports it will be seen that the bulk of , the deficit ?«resect 
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of which the .grant-in-aid is annually made by the Imperial Batnsa 
Government is on account of the excels of expenditure over B * C B W 4 » ^ , 
revenue in the Protectorate* The total revenue of that lsVio. 
country wag ajwmt 7i0OO£, while the expenditure man be — 
apportioned-at about 8$,Q00£ On the other handV/the deficit 
between revenue and expenditure in the Crown Colony was, as 
nearly as may be at present estimated, something under 3,000/., 
while it must be borne in mind that all the charges of a central 
administration, which is also responsible for the collection of 
revenue- afld°the administration of justice in the Protectorate, are 
included in the Crown Colony account. 

Your Honour will recollect that last year 1 was able to report 
that the revenue of 1893-94 showed an increase of 10,000/. on 
that of the preceding year. This year there is a further increase 
of 12,000/1, while the whole expenditure is, as I have already 
pointed out, the smallest incurred during the five years shown in 
the accompanying schedule. 

The filling up of the Crown Colony, by increase and influx 
of population, is the main reason for this satisfactory result 
British Bechuanaland is no longer a mere gangway to the North. 
It is true that on the eastern border there are many rows of 
prosperous farms in the Transvaal which from year to year bring 
in increased quantities of produce to Vryburg and Mafeking, and 
can take back little or nothing in exchange, but to the westward 
the country which is still marked on the most recent maps as the 
Kalahari Desert is coming as rapidly as possible into occupation. 
Farmers from the Cape Colony, the Transvaal, and the Orange 
Free State, have now taken np nearly all the available land, and 
are waiting until some portions of the railway grant are offered for 
sale. Further westward still the country is found to be no desert, 
and squatters, trekkers, traders, Bastards, and natives are gradually 
spreading over it as far as Beitfontein in Mier, on the western 
border, and northward to Lohototu and the Lake. The extra
ordinary flow of the Molopo and Kuruman rivers last year has no 
ioubt assisted in this* exploitation of western territory, but the 
movement once .begun may safely be looked on as likely to con
tinue, in view of the favourable reports received of the nature 
of the country on either side of the Molopo. 

In my report to your Honour for 1892-93 I ventured to assert 
that the chief requirement of the country .was a reinforcement of 
real farmers,—men of some substance and capital,—owners of 
something more than a waggon, a tent, and a few oxen. 

The;, immigrant farmers whom we, are now welcoming in this 
country are for the most part men of this stamp. Land in 
considerable blocks has been taken up not by syndicates and 
speculators, who seek to "sweat" the eventual occupier, but 
by individuals of capital and with intention to occupy. The 
most suitable land now left available for disposal consists of 
tlje. various ̂ .grants made on account of railway construction; 
anfl it ;s, X think, safe, to assume that when any portion of it 
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Banna is offered for sale, more purchaser* of the class I have described 
t l m wiU readily come forward. 

1894-8 . I have, &c 
— His Honour the Administrator, F . J . N E W T O N , 

Vryburg. Colonial Secretary and Receiv r-
General. 

2. R B P O B T of tne C B O W N P B O S B O O T O B for 1894-5 . 

1. During the period embraced in this report there has been 
an almost complete immunity from serious crime. This satisfac
tory state of things is, in my opinion, attributable in no small 
measure to the stringent enforcement of the law prohibiting the 
supply of intoxicating liquor to natives. 

2. No case of murder has been reported during the year, and 
no trial for a capital offence has taken place. 

3. Although Europeans are scattered over the country no 
outrage upon them has been reported, although they are usually 
surrounded by natives in large numbers. 

4. i t is satisfactory to be in a position to report that cattle 
stealing, a crime rendered easy by the circumstances of the 
country, is on the decline. This is attributable in some measure 
to the breaking up of a gang of cattle thieves who carried on 
their depredations in this and the neighbouring states. 

5. The absence of any arrangements with the South African 
Republic for the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals is the 
cause of frequent miscarriages of justice and renders the adminis
tration of the criminal law peculiarly difficult. The subject was 
referred to by my predecessor Mr. Vintceut in his report for 1893 -4 
and it is now unnecessary to say more on fhe subject 

6. In view of the probable annexation of this territory to the 
Cape Colony at an early date, it seems unnecessary to suggest 
improvements in the law or in the manner of administering it. 

7. Nothing has transpired in connection with the administration 
ot justice in the Protectorate of sufficient importance to find a 
place in this report. 

D. W A R D , 
Crown Prosecutor. 

3. REPOBT of the SUBVEYOR-GENEBAL for the year 1894-5. 

Trigonometrical Survey. 
I regret having to report that nothing has been done, either to 

extend or connect the trigonometrical survey of British Bechu-
nnaland with the trigonometrical survey of Captain Morris, R.E., 
on the east towards Kimherley, and with that ot Sir Thomas 
Maclear on the west towards Little Namaqualand. The cost of 
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thia connection will be small M compared with the inestimable BRITISH 
•aloe thereof to the cause of commerce and science. B»CHUASA-

There are no satisfactory means of filing accurately the posi- «-**»• 
Hons of the different places in the Protectorate and Khama's 1 8 _ " 
country to the north} and of the twentieth degree of east longitude 
on the north-western boundary of the Protectorate, except by 
gradually extending thia triangulation northwards, and the 
connection with the Cape geodetic surveys on the south is 
indispensable. 

Thia connection will at all events give data for compiling an 
accurate map from the north of Natal, round by the Cape Colony, 
to the north of British Bechuanaland. 

During this year the accuracy of the definition of the twen
tieth degree of east longitude was called in question by the 
German authorities, and, owing to the fact of the trigonometrical 
survey by which it was defined being extended from a point on 
the Harts river, a long way off from Cape Town, the longitude of 
which point was obtained from astronomical observations of the 
transits of stars, combined with telegraphic signals at the times 
of such transits„observed by Lieutenant LafTan, R.E., and commu
nicated to the Royal Observatory, Cape Town, it still remains to be 
seen within what degree of accuracy those results were obtained, 
and the connection above mentioned will form a check on the 
latter. 

It is not, however, at all likely that the position of the twentieth 
meridian as laid down ran diner more than one fourth of a mile 
front its true position, and, whatever happens, the present position 
should be finally agreed upon and accepted by Great Britain 
and Germany as the boundary between German South Africa 
and British Bechuanaland, because titles to the farms in the Mier 
country have been issued by this Government, on diagrams 
surveyed up to this line, and any alteration thereof would lead to 
endless confusion, litigation, and expense. 

Almost throughout this territory, and, wherever possible, the 
private surveys of farms and of native reserves, if not referred to 
the same co-ordinate axis as the trigonometrical survey of the 
country, have been connected therewith. 

Mr. Surveyor Theal has defined the northern and western 
boundaries of blocks 4 and 2 of the first railway grant on the 
ground, and Mr. Surveyor Weasels is laying down the western 
boundaries of blocks 1 and 5 of the same grant. These surveys 
form a minor triangulation on the base of the Trigonometrical 
Survey 

Compass Surveys. 
Compass surveys defining the course of the Molopo river 

from Abiquas Puts (north-west,) for a distance of 150 miles, 
and on the north along the northern boundary of block C of the 
second railway grant for a distance of 90 miles have been 
carried out. The remaining undefined 50 miles of the course of 
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the surveyors ttf carry oo the work, be laid down more accurately 

1M4-5. on the map doting the ensuing winter; the want of water 
— prevented Mr. Surveyor Windiey From completing this work last 

winter. 
Mr. Survey or Theal kid down the eourse of the Karumtn river 

for a distance of 120 miles tcwthe west of Tsenin, in the Low*r 
Kwuinan native reserve, and reported most favourablvon the value 
and capabilities of the land along this river as far aa he went. 

Co-ordinate Surveys 
During the year 58 private farms were surveyed and 14 

Government farms, ss well as six erven at Mafeking and eight 
erven at Upington. 

Most of these farms were situated in the Divisions of Vryburg 
and Mafeking, 19 of them were surveyed in the Mier country 
near to and along the 20th meridian. 

i , . . . . 

Grants of Land. 
A schedule showing that grants of 82 farms and 88 erven, 

aggregating 738,143 ttorgen 348 square roods of land, were issued 
during the year is appended. 

Free grant* of four erven for a recreation ground at Vryburg, as 
trail as of a piece of ground two morgen in extent at Upington for 
a public cemetery, were approved, as well as a grant of 20 erven to 
the village management board at Vryburg, in return for the 
valuable water supply secured by them for the town of Vryburg, 
by purchasing a farm and making a large dam thereon at Raath's 
Pan, 5 miles to the west of the town. 

Land Sales. 
A schedule is appended showing the revenue from land sales. 

The net revenue under this head for the year is 5,2902. 16*. 5rf., 
derived from the sale of 403,030 morgen of land, on whioh the 
amount of 26,1292. is still outstanding, the greater portion of which 
amount will remain outstanding at an annual interest of 5 per cent, 
in the form of quitrent, whioh will yield about 1,2002. per annum ; 
723/. 15*. 4d. were reimbursed for surveys paid for by Government 
at the time of survey, 152/. 10s. 6d. were collected for office fees, 

Three farms, out of 23 offered for sale, were sold by public 
auction at Upington on the 15th January last for 3,218/. 9s., 
aggregating 46,405 morgen, or an average price of about Is. 5d. 
per morgen. No bid was made for the remaining 20 farms. The 
result of this sale as compared with that of the farms belonging 
to the first railway grant, situated at no gioat distance from 
Mafeking, and at which 116,600 morgen realised 20,230/., or an 
average of nearly 3s. 6& per morgen, was very unsatisfactory, but 
1 anticipate that the farms will find purchasers at a future sale. 
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Comparison of Revenue from Itand Sale* for the Years 1893-04, 
1894-95. 

The revenue oollewatl^uWk* the head of land sales shows an 
increase of 2,140/. 9«. 94. on that of the year 1893-94. The surrey 
reimbursements collected during the year 1093-94 exceed those 
collected during the current year t>y 3,026/. 15s., which is due to 
the large number of certificates of ownership issued by Government, 
on which the survey fees were paid to this Government by the Cape 
Colonial Government in that year. 

Farms hypothecated to Me Imperial Government for the old 
SuUaland Debt. 

• During the year the Lords of the Treasury, in return for the 
payment of the balance of the-amouet for which certain farms in 
this territory were mortgaged to the Imperial Government by 
this Government, viz., 1,838/., have surrendered the mortgage on 
these farms, viz., AigieiSyKeerom, Ongeluk Spruit, Uitval, and 
Biesjes, Vlakte; of these Keerom, Ongeluk Spruit, and Uitval have 
been allotted to the Bechuanaland Railway Company, and Algiers 
and Biesjes VJakte been retained as Crown reserves. 

Native Locations. 
A small reserve of 6 ,000 morgen was granted at Madeakham, 

with the consent of the Cape Government, who accented the farm 
called " Chwabe " on the map adjoining blocks 4 and 2 of the first 
railway grant, in exchange tor the land cut out of block No. 4 
for the purpose of a reserve for the natives. 

Titles for Native Reserves, 
The question of titles to native reserves is receiving the 

consideration of Government. 

Langeberg Native Reserve. 
A slight extension of the Langeberg native reserve was made 

on the west, at the recommendation of the Commission appointed 
to enquire into the claims of the natives. 

Lower Kuruman Reserve. 
Some of the natives living along the Kuruman river in block 5 

of Jhe first railway grant have a just claim to the land they are 
living on, and a email reserve round the same j and I have recom-
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BamtR mended that 10,000 morgan should be out oat of block No. 6* of 
the first railway grant, and added to the Lower Kuruman native 

isw-i. reserve, and that the Cape Government should be offered 10,000 
— - morgen along the Kuruman river west of blook E of the second 

railway grant. 

Second Railway Grant. 
The Bechuanaland Railway Company have agreed to accept 

certain lands, in satisfaction or the second railway grant, as shown 
on the map accompanying this report, including 47 farms originally 
sold to the Bechuanaland Estates Syndicate, which have reverted 
to Government. 

Dominions Claim. 
Tho land along the Orange river between the junction of the 

Molopo and Orange rivers and the 20th meridian is claimed for a 
distance of about nine miles north df that river by one Domiuicus, 
whose claim has not yet been heard or decided upon by the Land 
Court, 

Map of British Bechuanaland. 
A copy of this map, with all available later information since it 

was lithogi phed charted thereon, accompanies this report.* 
This map was lithographed in the Surveyor-General's office, 

Cape Town, from information supplied by this Department, and by 
the courtesy of the Surveyor-General at Cape Town 100 copies 
were supplied to this office. 

Schedule of Areas. 
A schedule giving the extents of the divisions, as proclaimed, 

and also of theit extents as now proposed by me, and marked on 
the map, as well as the Crowp reserves, native reserves, common
age?, Crown land?, private lands, &c, &c, is forwarded herewith. 
This return shows the total area of the country to be about 
51,524*5 square miles, including 50607 squares estimated as the 
vacant Crown land in the district of Mier. From this return it 
will be seen that the Government still has for disposal 2,9,82 
square miles of surveyed Crown land, and 15,983 square miles of 
unsurveyed Crown land. One square mile is equal to 302*38 
morgen, and I should value the surveyed Crown land at Is. 
per morgen or 34,516/. and the unsurveyed at 60*. per morgen or 
82,567/., excluding the unsurveyed Crown land in the Mier * 
district, the extent of which is estimated at 5,060*7 square miles, 
upon which I can put no value as yet, and the Government erven 
in this territory, 272 in number, I value at 4,207/. 

* Not printed. 
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Q*U+mts9 BMOTAW 

The annual quit-rents collected du.ing the ourrent year, lm-a. 
according to returns sent in to the Receiver-General, amounted — 
to 6,048&, or 880£ in excess of the quit-rent payable in 1801 at 
stated in the report of the Surveyor-General prepared for his 
Excellency the Gc dated 89th May 1891. 

The quit-rents in the Mier district on the grants confirmed by 
the Land Court cannot be lets than 4001 per annum, but I do 
not think that all the quit-rent payable by owners of farms in that 
district can have been collected this year, as only a small number 
of those farms have been surveyed as yet. 

The great drawback to the rapid development of the western 
portion of this territory is the very scanty supply of surface 
water. The veld is good for stock, ana there is a greater 
immunity from the various deadly diseases, such as horse sickness, 
lung sickness, sail sickness, red water, and anthrax or melt sickness, 
in that part of the country, than in the more favoured portions 
of this territory, and sheep thrive better there, wherever water is 
procurable for watering them. 

A contract was entered into between the Government and a 
Mr. Cutler to dig or bore for water on vacant Crown lands. He 

but I have not ascertained that he has been successful as yet If 
he fails, I should strongly urge on the Government to send working 
parties into the vacant Crown lands to the west during the rainy 
season to make amall dame in suitable places, whioh will hold 
water for a few months during the year after the rains; this would 
considerably enhance the value of the land, as farmers are more 
likely to take up land if they find sufficient water available to 
keep themselves and their stock alive whilst they make more 
permanent provision of water, by sinking wells or making large 
dams. 

During the year Proclamation No. 67, British Bechuanaland, of 
1889, which only applied to land held by virtue of certificate of 
ownership, was repealed and its provisions amended by Proclamation 
No. 212, British Bechuanaland, of the 19th March 1895, so as to 
meet all oases of disputed beacons of land to be surveyed and granted. 

Water Supply. 

started operations some months the Crown reserve, Algiers, 

Legitlation. 

Vryburg, 
22nd May 1895. 

F . S. WATBBMEB, 
Surveyor-General. 

o 89S70. B 



RKTUHN of AMOUNTS collected on account of LAND SAUCS, AC., for the Financial Year 1 8 9 4 - 5 . 

Description of load sold. 
Area of Giants* 

Morgen. Squire 
Roods, 

Amount of 
ttahnei 
paid* 

"Amount of 
Instalments 

outstanding* 
Surrey 

Vryburg: Blocks of 34,000 morgen and up
wards - • 

Fa ra GannaXaagte 
„ Erren-
„ Miscellaneous receipts 

Mafeking: Farm, Westwood Ffcrk -
Siren -» . -

„ Miscellaneous receipts 
Kamman: Blocks of 24,000 morgen and 

upwards- -
„ Erren - - -
„ Miscellaneous receipts 

Tsangg: Miscellaneous receipts 
Gordonia. Upington township erven -

One-fourth share of water erren -
Excess areas* rirer farms -
Excess areas, dry erren -
Farms -
Portion of Crown reserre -
Miscellaneous receipts 

99 
99 
ft 
99 
n 
n 

Totals 

1 8 M - S . 

£ s. d. £ s. <L d. 4 «T f ». 4. 
278,225 —— . 2,696 3 9 16,013 10 3 _ 

3,999 300 13 10 0 540 0 0 -
6 340 108 0 0 189 0 0 • - , • 

— — — — 808 14 0 80 17 i tjmti 5 o 1,368 596 286 6 8 113 13 4 i 
2 75 210 0 0 405 0 0 

—* *—* — 74 14 6 17 » 0 588 4 • 
•59,000 0 442 10 0 3,982 10 0 _ 

— 350 52 10 0 — — — — 41 10 11 2 » 0 538 19 11 _ — — —— 80 4 3 2 9 0 82 13 3 
3 175 517 10 0 — 

0 
— — 30 7 6 ; 

17,942 399 523 18 6 1,662 2 6 mmmm 

8 220 34 11 0 326 18 0 mmmm mmmm 
46,405 501 391 17 0 2,894 12 0 

2,072 100 53 12 0 — , mmwm 
—mm _ —— 218 11 8 49 12 3 1,749 i f 11 

403,030 65 5,290 16 5 26,129 6 1 728 15 4 152 10 • 6,167 2 8 
"- — ~ 

* ProrMonal sale only. 



R e t u s k o f L a n d G r a n t s during the Financial Year 1894-6, for which Titles h a r e been iarmedY 

- Grants of Erven. Grants of Farms. Total No. of Gnats a a i A n a . 

Division. 
No. Morgen. Square 

Roods. No. Morgen. Square 
Hoods. No. Sqaara 

Booda. 

Vryburg - 12 6 0 — — — 18 6 

YJRYFCMG • — — — 41 1*6,580 497 41 188V580 487 

Mafeking • - 1 4 800 — — — 1 4 80O 

Mafeking * • • • — — — 14 50,804 348 14 sogBOC 848 

Gordonia - 61 183 160 — — — «1 188 180 R 

Oordonia — — — 27 518,610 448 87 51M10 448 

Kuruman • 8 — 400 — — —• 8 400 

« . . . 1 8 0 — •— - — I : 8* 
< • 

0 -

Totals . . . 83 M7 260 82 785,996 88 188 788,148 848 
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S O H I D U L E showing extent of B R I T I S H B K J H T J A N A L A N D in 
square miles. 

1. Divisions according to existing proclamation :— 
Bqosn adits 

Msieking - - - 8.788*6 
Vrybnrg - - - - 14,887*0 
Taungs - li46d*7 
Kuruman . . . . 16.655*0 
Gordonfo, including Mier - - 15,438*3 

Total - - - 51/184*5 

2. Divisions according to newly proposed boundaries:— 

Mafeking - - - - 3,733*5 
Vryburg . . . . 12,649*2 
Tanngs - 1,466*7 
Kuruman . . . . 14,862*4 
Gordonia, including Mier - - 18,812*7 

Total - - - 51,524*5 

3. Native reserves in British Bechuanaland - 4,744*0 
4. Grown reserves and ontspans - - 225*1 
5. Commonages - . . . 215*1 
6. Surveyed Grown land - - - 2,282*9 
7. Unsurveyed „ „ {exolusive of Mier) - 10,922*3 
8. Unsurveyed „ „ in Mier - - 5,060*7 
9. All surveyed and unsurveyed private farms - 16,074*4 

10. Surveyed portion of first railway grant - 3,125*0 
11. Unsurvevea „ „ „ - 2 ,8750 
12. Surveyed portion of second railway grant - 1,005*0 
13. Unsurveyea „ „ „ - 4,995*0 

Total area of British Bechuanaland - 51,524*5 

4 . R E P O R T on the P O S T A N D T B L B O B A P H D E P A R T M E N T for 

the year 1894-5. 

The operations of the Post and Telegraph Department have 
during the financial year 1894-5 continued to show the steady 
advance which was indicated in my last report, the revenue having 
been 11,5352. as compared with 8,3902., and the expenditure 
12,432/. against 12,448/. in 1893-4. 

The following comparison of the revenue and expenditure for 
the years 1889 to 1894 will be found to show that, whilst the 
maximum expenditure, i.e. 15,410/., was incurred in 1891-2, when 
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the revOLue w*i 8,710£, the maximum revenue, U, I 1,535/., accrued 
in 1864-5, when the expenditure had been reduced to 12,43*/., the ™ £ * J 

deficit having in the interrening period been brought down, under i tM-a . 
the* t d m i n i t t r t t i o n of thin Deportment, from 7,483/. to 897J. per — 
annum:— 

• ••••lit 

TSSST Matt . Year. *** 
telegraph. Hotel. 

• ••••lit 

TSSST Matt . Year. 

Colony. XTOSOOt* 
on** VotaL 

telegraph. Hotel. 

• ••••lit 

TSSST Matt . 

MM-M • 
4 
en 

4 
MM. 

* 
MB1 mm i?.a. MM 

MM>«1 • MM Mlt Mt7 MM MM MM 
1*1-41 • MM MM MM MM 8,710 1M10 MM 
1MS-M • M*l M n a n Mil 7.SM MjMS 7«MI 
1NS-M • Ml* WW MM Mtl MM 1MM MM 
1M4-M • MM •74 7JM M«7 ujm 1MH M7 

I confidently anticipate that the result of the current year's 
working will be to place the Department on a self-supporting 
basil) and that it may then be possible to introduce several muoh-
needed reductions of tariff. 

The details of the postal and telegraph revenue and expendi
ture for 1894-5, given below, will ^how that a large proportion 
of such revenue is derived from "transit dues" on mail matter 
and telegrams passing to and from the British South Africa Com
pany's territories, whilst the principal item of expenditure remains 
that of 6,4511. Is. Zd. in connection with the maintenance of the 
combined mail service between Mafeking and Macloutsie and 
between Palapye and Buluwayo. 

Pott and Telegraph Revenue, 1894-5. 

Description. Amount. Total 

Postal: 
Stamp* sold -
Unpaid postage -
Postage from oilier administrations -
Box rents -
Honey order commissions 
Miscellaneous -

Telegraph: 
Stamps attached to telegrams -
Hegistered address fees-
Transit charges . . . 
Collections for maintenance -
Miscellaneous . . . . 

Total 

4 *. d. 
4,808 0 1 

101 6 10 
1,486 S 2 

101 0 0 
814 9 6 
61 18 10 

e t. d. 

7,868 0 6 

4,366 16 7 

Postal: 
Stamp* sold -
Unpaid postage -
Postage from oilier administrations -
Box rents -
Honey order commissions 
Miscellaneous -

Telegraph: 
Stamps attached to telegrams -
Hegistered address fees-
Transit charges . . . 
Collections for maintenance -
Miscellaneous . . . . 

Total 

1,981 IS 5 
8 8 0 

1,669 6 S 
767 6 11 

10 0 10 

e t. d. 

7,868 0 6 

4,366 16 7 

Postal: 
Stamp* sold -
Unpaid postage -
Postage from oilier administrations -
Box rents -
Honey order commissions 
Miscellaneous -

Telegraph: 
Stamps attached to telegrams -
Hegistered address fees-
Transit charges . . . 
Collections for maintenance -
Miscellaneous . . . . 

Total 

e t. d. 

7,868 0 6 

4,366 16 7 

Postal: 
Stamp* sold -
Unpaid postage -
Postage from oilier administrations -
Box rents -
Honey order commissions 
Miscellaneous -

Telegraph: 
Stamps attached to telegrams -
Hegistered address fees-
Transit charges . . . 
Collections for maintenance -
Miscellaneous . . . . 

Total 11,684 16 0 
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Of the 7,8*8/. postal revenue, 878i 18s. 44 was collected in 
the Pnateetorate. 

The ^MifoeJUneouf" postal receipts include 55/. 4s. 6dooi-
lected from the ex-Deputjr Poetinasterj Buluwayo, as the balance 
doe to the previous administration. 

Pott and Telegraph Expenditure, 1894-5. 

Heads of Servioe. 
Estimate. 

Bipeaditure. Surplus. Deficit Heads of Servioe. 
Original. tional. Total 

Bipeaditure. Surplus. Deficit 

A. Personal emoluments 
£ 

%m 
6 

WW 
* : 4. 

M U 8 4 
S «. A 
•Till 8 

8 f. d. 
B. Horse allowances (linemen) 60 - SO 40 0 0 90 0 0 — 
TmTtlUng ei|Niiisis (liiieiis#ti 

and inspectors). 
TraYeMn* expenses (ofloers 

on appointments. Ac.) 
Maintenance (tsk«rspn) 

ISO 
» 

800 

180 
78 

880 

68 16 10 
4 9 6 

78 17 6 

71 4 8 
7010 7 

971 9 8 
-

Contingencies • * * 480 860 790 78811 0 98 9 0 mm 

Administration* » 800 900 900 0 0 - — 
Transit dues, *e. • 488 - 488 888 8 8 - 191 8 6 
Hails.' 

Vrybui^Kuruman 800 M M 800 488 0 0 78 0 0 
Kimberley—Vryburg 816 816 610 0 0 SOS 0 0 — 
Delivery? Taungs, Vryburg 180 — 180 19718 4 88 4 8 
Vryburg—Mtfeklng • 1,000 — 1,000 6991011 407 9 1 
Mafeking-*PaJapye, Mac-

loutsie. 
Mackutaie—Tati, Bulu

wayo. 
Miner contracts, Ac. 

5.980 100 6,000 6,069 1 6 118 9 — Mafeking-*PaJapye, Mac-
loutsie. 

Mackutaie—Tati, Bulu
wayo. 

Miner contracts, Ac. 
860 
180 

1SS 
so 

418 
900 

808 0 0 
199 010 

90 0 0 
119 9 

Keimoes—Upinffton, WtoH I — 18 18 18 0 0 — 

Total 18380 711 14060 12,481 18 10 1,769 9 7 181 8 6 

Net turplui, 1.648J. 1«. 94. 

Mail Services. 
Early in the present year it became necessary to give 

Messrs. Wirsing Brothers four months' notice of termination of 
their contract for the conveyance of mails between Mafeking, 
Palapye, Macloutsie, Tata, and Buluwayo, a proportion of the 
expense of which service was borne by the British South Africa 
Company, and negotiations were shortly afterwards entered into 
between the Bechuanaland Post Office, the British South Africa1 

Company, and Messrs. H. J . & C. H. Zeederberg for the latter 
firm to take up the service from the 1st of May. The -result of 
these negotiations was the establishment on the date mentioned of 
a mail service twice, instead of once, a week between Mafeking and 
Buluwayo, at a diminished expense as far as the Bechuanaland 
exchequer was concerned, the contract limit of weight being at 



the fame time increased from 1,500 lbs, to 9.000 lbs., and the n

B » I "f" 
journey performed in sis days against 7 | dayi under the 
formeroontrect. . ; i . . , . . . , • , mm. 

The r t ^ growth (rfooirefnond a e # oâ utjft the 
niaJb during the gteater part of 1894 to be fo excess of the 
oontraot limit ol weight ei&sfxf^fttins h*4in oontequenoe .10 be 
trid,to tlie contractors in t e i w ihare paid by 
British BeeJitu^tialandln rennot of inch etoaii maili s«»>*M«»«i»M» to 
over 7001. Under the t i ros of the new contract. 4,000 as. 
wekfet of mail matter can be forwarded weekly before any 
liability for excess Wtifhi is incurred, and the rate per lb. to be 
paid hat alio been reduced. 

Minor Potts. 
Petitions have been received from several of the more populous 

villages in Beohuanaland for the establishment of postal commu
nication with the business centres; amongst the villages referred 
to may be mentioned Genes*, Morokweng, Mo«U, M^taani, and 
Bietfontein j but of these it has up to the present only been found 
possible to grant the desired facilities to Mosita whieh place has 
since the 1st of April last enjoyed a weekly post to and from 
Setlagoli. 

Postal Tragic. 
The number of letters, post cards, newspapers, book packets, 

parcels, and registered articles transmitted through the post 
during the year, shows a very satisfactory increase upon the figures 
for 1893-4, as will be seen from the schedule given below. 

Mail Matter. 
Number. Number. Value. 

Mail Matter. 
1898*4. 1894-5. 1894-6. 

Letters i — • 
For uelivery in Bechuanaland at id. 
For Protectorate at Ad. -
For Cape Colony, Natal, Orange 

Free State and South African 
Republic at Id . -

For Msihonah"'* at id. -
For United Aingdo.^ at id. and 

Foreign .ountnei at 
Pott cards at \d. -

„ „ at \\d. - - -
Newspapers -
Book packets and samples 
Pwreels -
uegistratioa fees - -. 

Total -

85,189 
19,886 

184,917 
16,483 

95,974 
4,407 
1,099 

89,650 
16,668 
8,912 
7,319 

44,608 
28,828 

128,198 
18,221 

24,492 
6,851 
1,989 

86,288 
18,447 
8,780 
7,150 

A 
871 
880 

1,067 
220 

488 
\ 40 

75 
153 
91 

288 

Letters i — • 
For uelivery in Bechuanaland at id. 
For Protectorate at Ad. -
For Cape Colony, Natal, Orange 

Free State and South African 
Republic at Id . -

For Msihonah"'* at id. -
For United Aingdo.^ at id. and 

Foreign .ountnei at 
Pott cards at \d. -

„ „ at \\d. - - -
Newspapers -
Book packets and samples 
Pwreels -
uegistratioa fees - -. 

Total - 998,741 808,789 8,068 
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Bmna 

UJTO. 
18*4-1. 

Money Orders. 
The transactions under this head also indicate a most satisfactory 

expansion of business, both as regards the number and the amount 
of money orders issued and paid in British Bechuanaland. An 
exchange of money orders with Mashonalaad was established, 
through the intermediary of the accounting system of the Cape 
Colony on the 1st of January 1895, and will doubtless, at a later 
date, afford much convenience to the public. Particulars of the 
countries of issue and payment of all money orders drawn in or 
upon Briihh Bechuanaland will be found below:— 

M O N E T OBDEBS ISSUED in Bechuanaland during the year 
ended 31st March 1895. 

Payable in— Number. Amount. 

A 8. d. 
British Beehnanaland . . - . 360 1,016 18 9 

Cape Colony • 3,485 
* 

8,902 1 8 

Orange Free State . . . . . . 57 168 12 10 

Soath African Bepublic * 262 678 15 5 

United Kingdom and foreign countries - 597 2,223 I 8 

Mashoualand . . . . . 3 11 9 9 

Total* - - 4,764 12,995 14 8 

MONET OBDEBS PAID in Bechuanaland during the year ended 
31st March 1895. 

Issued in— Number. Amount. 

d. 
British Bechuanaland . . . . 859 1,086 17 7 

Cape Colony - - - - - 64S 1,914 10 2 

Orange Free State - 91 830 8 4 

South African Republic - 938 961 0 1 

United Kingdom and foreign countries - 143 593 7 10 

MashonaUuid - - 15 62 S 1 
Total . . . . 1,494 4,928 7 1 
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4,294 8 2 

The value of the free work performed by the Post and 
Telegraph Department was as follows;— 

£ s. d. 
Postage value of official correspondence - 436 8 0 
Value of official telegrams - - 2,355 5 7 

Total - - - 2,791 13 7 

Searings Bank B a m s * 

The extension of the Gape Colony Saving! Bank system to all 
money order offices in Bechoonaland, as referred to ; n my last _ ' 
report, has evidently met a public requirement* 

Telegraphs. 
The Beohuanaland telegraph system consists of 169 miles 

45 chains of line and 411 miles 15 chains of wire. 
7 am happy to be able to state that during the year, as in the 

previous twelve months, there have been no interruptions or delays 
of any moment, and the service has been regularly maintained. 

The work which was proceeding when my last report was made, 
viz., the transfer of the main telegraph line from the road to the 
railway, and whioh was then reported as being well in hand, was 
satisfactorily completed on the 9th of July at a cost slightly under 
the estimate. By this work avoidance of two distinct routes and 
the looked for advantages of economical and efficient main
tenance have been secured, besides which, as previously pointed 
out, the Beohuanaland Government secures an additional revenue 
of 253/. per annum tor the maintenance of the railway wire now 
placed upon its poles. 

During the year one office (Setlagoli) was closed, and one 
(Maribogo) opened. The number of offices open for traffic thus 
remains five. 

The telegraph traffic returns show a marked increase in 
the number of messages and words transmitted over the Beohu
analand lines, but, as will be seen from the following statement, a 
large proportion of the traffic is practically performed gratuitously 
on behalf of the various departments of Government and in 
connection with the working of the Railway:— 

The value of the traffic was as follows :— 
£ «. d. 

Ordinary and press telegrams - - 1,939 2 7 
Free traffic:— 

Imperial Government £ s. d. 
telegrams - - 519 17 0 

Colonial Government 
telegrams - - 833 19 3 

Railway service telegrams 1,00* 9 4 
2,355 5 7 
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Bmtm* ' General 
Bsowouu-

IBMI. In concluding my report I wish to bring^ to the notice of the 
— Government the generally excellent manner in which the work of 

both the postal and telegraph branches has been performed by 
the staff. As will be seen from the figures given, the work has 
increased in all branches, the revenue having correspondingly 
expanded. This additional work has entailed heavier duties on 
all concerned, and these duties have been cheerfully performed 
with but little extra assistance. 

S. B. FRENCH, 
Postmaster-General, 

General Post Office, Capetown, British Bechuanaland. 
May 1 0 , 1895 . 

5. REPORT of the COLLEOTOB OP CUSTOMS. 

SIR, Mafeking, June 6,1895. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following report for the 

year ending 31st March last:— 

IMPOSTS. 

During the last six years the declared value (at port of ship
ment) of dutiable goods imported into and through this territory 
was as follows:— 

Financial year. 

For consumption in 

Total. Financial year. 
British 

Bechuanaland. 
The 

Bechuanaland 
Protectorate. 

Rhodesia vift 
Bechuanaland. 

Total. 

£ A A A 
1889-90 — — — 62,213 

1890-91 — — — 132,607 

1891-92 91,812 18,086 36,409 146,307 

1892-93 83,843 15,107 8,909 107,859 

1893-94 79,282 26,967 23,607 126,856 

1894-95 106,878 45,368 79,079 231,325 



In addition to the above, 29,513 package* of goods, valued at B a m s a 
46,726/., were conveyed last year, under rebate of Customs,duty BBOHOAW 
and railage, through this territory for the western districts of 
the South African Kepublio. ' 

The increase of imports for 'consumption in the Crown Colony, 
vis., 27,5961, or 3 5 per cent, above the imports of the preceding 
year, is due to the greater number of occupied farms, chiefly in 
the Vryburg division, and also to the growth of traffic through 
Bechuanaland to the British South Africa Company's territories. 
An appreciable proportion of the large amount earned annually 
by carriers is expended by them upon imported pro visions,, cloth
ing, waggon-canvas, tarpaulins, and other necessaries. The 
conservation of the Bechuanaland trade-route thus assists in 
swelling the volume of taxable goods imported for Union 
consumption as well as contributing to the prosperity of waggon-
makers and agriculturists in the Cape Colony and of cattle 
farmers in this territory. No less than 564 vehicles, principally 
waggons, were imported by rail during 1894, many of which were 
sold to natives residing at Eanye and Mochuli ana in the Marico 
district. From the annual report of the General Manager of 
Railways for 1894 it also appears that 95 tons of Cape wine and 
214 tons of Cape spirits were imported into this territory during 
last year, but this large quantity would be for consumption in the 
western districts of the Transvaal as well as in Bechuanaland and 
Rhodesia. 

Business transacted in the Protectorate increases rapidly, as is 
evinced by the returns for the last three years, the entries for 
Union consumption last year being 18,401/., or 68 per cent in 
excess of the imports during the preceding year. Not only were 
the crops of maize and millet exceedingly good, but the natives of 
the Southern Protectorate secured a considerable proportion of 
the carrying trade between Mafeking and Palapye, whilst those of 
the Northern Protectorate towards the end of the year conveyed 
large quantities of merchandize from she latter place to 
Buluwayo. 

The progress made by the Crown Colony and the Protectorate, 
judging from a trade point of view, was but small, however, as 
compared with the advance of Rhodesia. In 1 8 9 2 - 3 the exports 
thither through Bechuanaland were evidently below normal. 
In 1893-4 there was an increase of 131 per cent.; but during the 
year ended 31st March last there was a yet further increase of 
58,472/., or 284 per cent, above the value during 1 8 9 3 - 4 . These 
figures testify to the rapidity with which a population is being 
attracted thither, and also to the confidence which is felt in the 
future of those territories by the merchants engaged in business 
tii ire. No mining machinery is comprised in the above amount, 
hut large indents are in course of execution. This class of 
imports being duty-free is excluded from the statements of goods 
rebated. I t is estimated by Mr. S. Weil, who has extensive 
business relations with Rhodesia, that about two-thirds of the 
supplies for northern Mashonaland are imported vid Beira. > The 
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Bmrrun remaining one-third of the northern, and most of the southern, 
B b?2£'a' trade is probably divided about equally between the Transvaal and 

1894-s. Bechuanaland routes. From the records of this Department it 
— appears that 12,778 packages of rebated goods, valued at 17,4364, 

passed through Mafeking last year for Mashonaland; whilst 48,627 
packages, valued at 81,643/., were rebated to Matebeleland through 
Bechuanaland. Probably not less than 30,000/. worth of goods 
was imported into Matebeleland through the Transvaal. 

The advantages of the Bechuanaland route have been somewhat 
handicapped by the fact of the tariff charged by the Cape Govern
ment Railway Department being highly in favour of the Trans
vaal route; but the railway rates are now being revised with 
a view to meeting the ground of complaint submitted by the 
merchants of this territory. During some portions of last year the 
time occupied on the journey from Pretoria to Buluwayo was less 
than that to Vryburg, the latter being sometimes as much as four 
months. The additional 100 miles of railway in this territory and 
the new arrangements for transport, whereby goods are now 
conveyed by one team of oxen from Mafeking to Palapye and are 
there transferred to a waggon with a fresh span for Buluwayo, 
has now reduced the journey from the terminus of the Bechuana
land Railway to the latter place, in ordinary weather, to about 
six weeks. Owing to the quality of the grass on the Bechuana
land route and to the number of native carriers residing within 
reasonable distances, the rates of transport from Mafeking to 
Buluwayo have frequently been as low as 10*. per 100 lbs. for 
some months past, and during the year ending 30th September 
next will probably not have exceeded an average of 13*. per 
100 lbs. Given equitable railway rates, therefore, there seems 
every probability that the trade route to the north through this 
territory will continue to grow in favour. 

The following is a return of goods received at Vryburg station 
during the last three financial years and at Mafeking station 
from 1st October 1894 to 31st March 1895 :— 

1898-3. 1893-4. 1894-5. 

Total weight received -
lbs. 

18,611,596 
lbs. 

88,088,884 
lbs. 

84,814,050 

Waggon loads cleared at local Custom 
Looses . . . . 

No. 
847 

No. 
1,146 

No. 
2,067 

Weight of goods cleared through 
Costoms offices at railway station! 

lbs. 
6,220,497 

lbs. 
8,378,329 

lbs. 
15,091,790 

The weight of goods for consumption in thin territory is 
included in the total received but not in the total cleared. 

A record has been kept of the weight sent to each of the 
principal places north of Mafeking last yea*? in case any return of 
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the kind should be required in connection with proposed railway Barms 
extensions. B*2£J!,A" 

1894-5. 
E X P O R T S . 

I have once more to acknowledge mj indebtedness to the 
General Manager of Railways for furnishing returns showing the 
weight of goods removed by rail from Beohuanaland, whioh I 
have summarised as follows:— 

Destination and Classification. financial Tear 
1898-8. 

Financial Year 
1898-4. 

Financial Year 
1894-5. 

lbs. lbs. lbs. 
Cape Colony :— 

General merchandise 817,038 418,974 569,804 
Wool and mohair 558,912 487.797 886,195 
Grain and cereals - 7,331,318 1,185,457 8,795,980 
Flour, meal, and bran 192,954 18,094 816,741 
Agricultural produce not 

otherwise specified 381,019 489,471 381,881 
Umber and firewood 84,890,168 89,795,445 95,869,555 
Minerals and gravel 517,981 91,154 54,919 
Skins, hides, horns, and ivory 680,497 578,884 710,488 

Onutge Tree State 
General merchandise 88,850 5,879 9,604 
Agricultural produce — — 148 
Skins and horns - — * — 968 

South African Republic 
General merchandise 

South African Republic 
General merchandise 8,149 9,681 5,444 
Grain and cereals * 488 — 
Agricultural produce — 1,458 

Total - 44,745,704 86,080,959 81,588,869 

The steady decrease in the quantify of wool and mohair 
exported annually was explained in my last report. I t will be 
observed that during 1894-5 the weight of these two items was 
100,000lbs. less than during the preceding year. Owing to the 
greater portion of this class of export coming from the western 
districts of the Transvaal the decrease does not imply any 
corresponding loss to Bechuanaland farmer? As a matter of fact, 
whitat upon some farms sheep do not thrive at present, there are 
others from which the returns begin to be satisfactory, and I find 
that 7,077 sheep were brought into Bechuanaland by railway 
during 1894. Angora goats are also being tried and do well; the 
export of Bechuanaland mohair is therefore increasing, and in the 
course of a few years may become an important item. 

The increase of l,600,0001bs in the weight of grain and cereals 
exported by rail last year as compared with the weight of the 
preceding year indicates a much better crop of maize and millet 
and much less damage by locusts. 
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BBITISH T h e r e have been l a rge r t a les to pos t -cont rac tors audi o o a -
BBOBVAKA- s iderable quan t i t i e s have been s e n t t o B u l u w a y o , so it is p robab le 
istJS. * n a t ^ e a c t u a ' >a r p)us f rom l i s t season w a s qu i t e equa l t o t h a t 

of 1 8 9 2 , when u p w a r d s of 3 ,665 tons w e r e expor t ed b y ra i lway . 
T h e comparat ively h igh pr ices p a i d b y s torekeepers for cerea ls 

i n t h e southern por t ion of t h e C r o w n C o l o n y affect t h e pu rchas ing 
rates in o t h e r pa r t s a n d enab le t h e p roduce r s , w h o a r e chiefly 
na t ives , t o procure w h a t t h e y w a n t w i t h o u t cu l t iva t ing hal f s h e 
g r o u n d which they m i g h t d o otherwise . 

T h e s e high ra tes f requent ly p r e v e n t a profitable sale a t K i m -
ber ley , and when t h e T ransvaa l C u s t o m s du ty is a d d e d t o t h e m 
they p roh ib i t t h e e x p o r t o f maize t o J o h a n n e s b u r g . H i e ra tes 
in t h e eas tern dis tr ic ts of t ho T r a n s v a a l a re affected by t h e 
open ing of t h e rai lway f rom D e l a g o a B a y , t h r o u g h which p o r t 
M o z a m b i q u e p roduc t s a r e admi t t ed t o t h e T ransvaa l f ree of 
C u s t o m s du ty . 

T h e expor t u n d e r the h e a d i n g of " f l o u r , meal, a n d b r a n " can 
be l i t t l e else b u t meal ie-meal . M a i z e is g r o u n d in this t e r r i t o r y 
for t h e K imber l ey m a r k e t , b u t the re is no t nea r ly sufficient w h e a t 

of whea t sent by T r a n s v a a l fa rmers t o b e g r o u n d in to m e a l in 
Bechuana land mil ls for local consumpt ion a n d for e x p o r t t o 
Rhodes ia , b u t one m e r c h a n t in M a f e k i n g impor ts from the 
C a p e Colony for his n o r t h e r n b ranches be tween t h r e e a n d four 
t housand bags of w h e a t e n - m e a l annua l ly . I n add i t ion t o th i s 
a b o u t 140 ,000 lbs . we igh t of A u s t r a l i a n flour passed t h r o u g h 
B e c h u a n a l a n d last y e a r t o R h o d e s i a u n d e r reba te of Cus toms 
duty . 

T h e r e has been a dec rease of 100 ,000 lbs. u n d e r t h e heading of 
" ag r icu l tu ra l p roduce n o t otherwise specified " e x p o r t e d by r a n as 
compared wi th t h e p reced ing y e a r , a l though the q u a n t i t y is 
g r ea t e r t han in e i the r 1891-2 o r 1892 -3 . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e 
o u t p u t of t h e Bechuana land S a l t C o m p a n y a t Qroo t C h w a i n g is 
compara t ive ly large. If, a s appea r s p robab le , sal t expor ted hen^e 
in bags is classified as " Agr icu l tu ra l p r o d u c e " t h e decrease u n d e r 

sa l t which a re expor ted hence to J o h a n n e s b u r g b y ox-waggon 
ins tead of being sent t o t h e C a p e C o l o n y b y railway. T h e 
e x p o r t of oat h a y b y ra i l is increas ing. T h e e x p o r t of fresh 
b u t t e r from Bechuana land to the C a p e Co lony is g r o w i n g i n 
impor tance , and the R a i l w a y D e p a r t m e n t d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r 
m o n t h s r u n s a special ca r for d a i r y p r o d u c e tw ice a week. T h e 
secre ta ry of t h e V r y b u r g C h a m b e r of C o m m e r c e h a s k ind ly 
ascer ta ined for m e t h a t d u r i n g las t w i n t e r s ix local firms 
despa t ched per rai l 8,106 lbs . we igh t of b u t t e r , whilst d u r i n g t h e 
half yea r ended 31st M a r c h las t t h e i r to ta l amounted to 18,256 lbs. 

T h e pr ice paid t o farmers is s ta ted to ave rage from 9d, t o lOd. 
p e r lb. 

T h e r e were 1,255 head of ca t t le despa tched b y ra i l from 
V r y b u r g and T a u n g s las t yea r , b u t t h e r e is n o record of the 
n u m b e r removed by road. A t l eas t 6,000 head of cat t le a re said 

N o t on ly a r e frige quan t i t i e s 

considerable q u a n t i t i e s df 



to have, been exported from the Protectorate to various places for Barasx 
draught and slaughter purposes. Bmsnumk-

I t it satisfactory to notice that the item M Timber, and fire- {j***^ 
wood " for last year is again smaller than in the preceding year. _ ' 

The total weight of "skins, hides, horns, and ivory*ex
ported last year from Bechuanaland was greater than during 
either of the two* preceding years. Exporters are not required by 
law to furnish any statistics to this Department, but, through the 
courtesy of the Mafeking merchants, 1 gather that not less than 
the following values were exported last yvar from this town, the 
articles having principally come from the Protectorate: hides, 
3,000/.; ox-horns for manufacturing purposes, antelope horns and 
sundry products of the chase, 2,500i., karosses and single skins, 
2,800*. (at least one-fifth sent to Johannesburg and a few to 
Bloemfontein); ivory 1,776/.; and ostrich feathers, 1,100/. 

There is no information in this Department respecting any of 
the.exports from Qordonia or Kuruman. 

Customs Duties collected. 
The following is a statement of cash receipts during the past 

year:—-
From the Cape Colony, being three-fourths of £ *. d. 

full duty upon goods removed between 1st 
January and 81st December 1894 for 
consumption in British Bechuanaland - 12,820 0 10 

Ditto ditto ditto for 
consumption in the Protectorate - - 2,142 15 3 

14,962 16 1 
From the Orange Free State, being three-

fourths of full duty upon goods entered tor 
removal to British Bechuanaland - 5 8 0 

Collected at Vryburg: duty upon first 
importation - - - - 21 16 9 

Collected at various stations in the Pro
tectorate upon first importation - - 846 12 3 

Collected at Mafeking upon first importation 
and upon delivery from bond: share of 
Bechuanaland (less a refund) - - 5,861 1 9 

' Total revenue receipts - - 21,704 14 10 
The following amounts due to the Cape 

Government have been treated as deposits: 
Collected at Mafeking; on £ 5 . d. 

goods entered from bond 
for Union consumption, 
one-fourth of full duty - 1,902 5 10 

On goods entered from 
bond for export, the 
whole of duty less rebate 1,511 11 8 

Carried forward - 3,413 17 6 21,704 14 10 



COLONIAL BBPOBTS.—ANNUAL. 

1894-6. 

£ t. d. £ #. a\ 
Brought forward - 3,413 17 6 21,704 14 10 

Share of rebate recovered 
upon goods entered for 
export but subsequently 
consumed in the Customs 
Union . . . 3 4 9 

Collected at Vryburg and 
Mafeking on packets de
tained by the Post Office 
for Customs examina
tion, one-fourth of full 
duty 10 1 7 

Total deposits - - 3,427 3 10 

The gross receipts for 1894-5 being £25,131 18 8 

as compared with 13,225/. 7*. 2d for 1891-2,14,697/. 8s. Bd. for 
1892-3 and 18,589/. 13*. 6d. for 1893-4- The Protectorate 
share of the above revenue is estimated at 6,468/. 4«. Sd.t the 
Crown Colony share being 15,236/. 10*. 2d. 

Bonded Warehouses. 

During the last two years the bonded warehouses it? Mafeking 
have been of great assistance to local merchants in competing for 
northern trade, as is evident from the following return:— 

1898-4. 1894-6. 

No. of 
Packages. 

Oversea 
Valuation. 

No. of 
Packages. 

Oversea 
Valuation. 

Balances in hand on 1st 
April. 

Received daring year -

Making totals of -

Delivered during year • 

Balances in hand on 31st 
March. 

2,478 

18,582 

£ t. d. 
8,509 18 1 

88,967 15 1 

2,468 

85,082 

& $. d. 
4,655 12 8 

61,181 5 7 

Balances in hand on 1st 
April. 

Received daring year -

Making totals of -

Delivered during year • 

Balances in hand on 31st 
March. 

16,060 

13,597 

31,770 18 9 

27,215 0 6 

87,546 

88,179 

65,786 18 8 

57,760 17 4 

Balances in hand on 1st 
April. 

Received daring year -

Making totals of -

Delivered during year • 

Balances in hand on 31st 
March. 

i,46S 4,555 12 8 4,866 7,976 0 11 

In connection with the collection of Customs duty there were 
passed last year 2,850 bil'd of entry and 251 bonds. These 
bear Qd. and 2*. 6d. stamp? respectively. 

ERNEST E . BAXTEB, 
The Colonial Secretary, Collector of Customs. 

Vryburg. 
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6* R E P O R T of I N S P E C T O R or N A T I V E R B S B B V E S . 

S I B , Vryburg, May 1, 1895. 
I H A V E the honour to report, for the information of bis 

Honour the Administrator, that, with regard to the payment of 
the hut tax during the past year, I consider the collection has 
been most satisfactory. 

Little or no trouble has been experienced in the collection of 
same, with the exception of a misunderstanding between ths 
Collector of Hut Tax and the Chief Toto iu the Langb' r<r. 
which was satisfactorily settled on die arrival of a patrol of the 
Bechuanaland Border Police in the neighbourhood. 

Attached is a return* of the monthly collections during the 
past year, amounting to 5,282/., which shows an improvement of 
1,341/. 10s. on the previous year's collection. 

Bainsa 
BacsvAS** 

1894-5. 

Feeling. 
The natives generally appear satisfied throughout the territory, 

although numbers are leaving yearly for Maobeloe, Lihututu, and 
other places in the Protectorate, presumably for the purpose of 
escaping the hut and wheel tax, but I hold that they leave 
really in order to obtain free running for their stock. 

Health. 
I notice that syphilis is on the increase among the Bechuana, 

otherwise the general health is good. 

Grain. 
Last season's crop proved a complete failure, and I fear that this 

season's will produce next to nothing, owing, firstly, to the severe 
drought throughout the territory, which did not break until 
February last, secondly, to the ravages of locusts. 

In conclusion, I must express my sincere thanks to the officers 
of this Department for the energy and willingness displayed by 
them in the performance of their duties, and trust that their 
services may be duly appreciated by Her Majesty's Government. 

I have, &c. 
Ths Colonial Secretary, C. ST. QDINTIN, 

Vryburg. Inspector of Native Reserves. 

* Not print*l. 

o 89870. 
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B»rmH 7, R E P O R T of the C I V I L C O M M I S S I O N E B and RBSIDBNT MACHS-
B * J J J £ K A * TBAFB,yryburg , for the Year ended 31st March 1895. .... 

1 8 9 4 - 9 . The progrets of the division has been steadily maintaJaed during 

continued. This portion Of country, which is on the confines of the 
Kalahari Desert, was formerly considered unsuitable for ftrminp;, 
but it is now found to be good for cattle, and it appears there is 
not tiie difficulty in obtaining water which was anticipated by 
some people. The natives, however, living on the locations in 
this vicinity view the occupation of the country by white men 
with aversion, though the locations are, I believe, ample for their 
requirements. Some little friction has consequently arisen between 
them, which time will probably remove. 

It is to be hoped that the land owned by the Cape Colonial 
Government and other companies in this part of the country will 
shortly be thrown open for occupation, as this would undoubtedly 
tend greatly to the prosperity of the country, and the increase of 
revenue. There has also been a considerable general increase in 
the farming population and the quantity of stock, and good farms 
can now only be obtained at prices considerably higher than 
formerly. There has been a good deal of disease amongst cattle ; 
Jung-sickness especially has been prevalent all over the division, 
rnd it is difficult to check the spread of this disease for the 
following reasons, viz. :— 

I. The great extent of the country. 
I I . The number of oxen, employed in the transport of wood, 

travelling from farm to farm. 
III . The number of native locations which are frequently 

affected. It is very difficult to get natives to carry 
out the law with regard to reporting disease and isolation, 
and, as a great number of them are now employed in 
the wood traffic, their cattle spread the disease. 

I Vv The number of cattle brought into and through the division 
from the north and adjoining divisions, 

I believe fencing to be the only efficacious means of checking 
this disease. 

" Gall sickness," " Spann sickness," &c, have also been more than 
usually prevalent in some localities, Hitherto cattle have been 
very free from these diseases, and it will be a, point of great 
interest to observe, as the country is filled up, whether this 
immunity has arisen from the inherent healthiness of the country 
or from the small quantity of evock formerly kept here. There 
can, however, be no doubt that certain portions of the division are 
much healthier than others. 

There has been a fair increase in the quantity of sheep and 

foats, and it appears that when properly looked after they do well, 
n many cases, however farmers have only a small number, and 



allow thenvto rangeso much that there n no chases ef A » guts 
being kept short, which ii essential to their watt deinf , 
• Hone sickness hat been lest prevalent than newel t i l l season. WW" a. 

The quantity of land under cultivation hat been entnliatabiy " — 

incr^ated, and it seems to be reoogniaed thai thia, ft .Man ia tr wt 
suited for agriculture than was formerly thought UafettMBssetv 
the rains were late, so that the mealie crop will be small, and the 
natives will be badly off. I t is to be desired that eaoonragosaea* 
should be gpven to the natives to grow some crops, such se beans, 
lentils, &c., which do not take so long to grow as Kafir core, 
mealies, and pumpkins. These and Kafir beans, which also take a 
long time to mature, are all the natives cultivate at present, and 
the crops depend on getting early rains. 

There have been locusts in most parts of the division, bat they 
have not done much damage. 

The revenue of the division has considerably increased daring 
the past year. 

The wood-cutting alluded to in my former reports still contiame* 
with unabated vigour, and from information received I estimate 
that 370 loads, averaging about 3$ tons, are being forwarded to 
Kimbeiley every month. 

The revenue of the Divisional Council having been greatly 
augmented by the increase in tbe assessment roll, and the proceeds 
of the wheel tux, a considerable expenditure has been incurred 
in repairing roads. The members were, however, unable to resist 
the appeals of farmers to attempt to repair a number of roads 
considerably longer than they should, in my opinion, have under
taken, and it is to be feared that the benefits derived will not be 
so permanent as they would have been had they taken less in 
hand at once. 

The Board of Management have spent a fair amount in the 
improvement of the town, and the water-scheme has proved a 
great success. At a very small cost an ample supply of wtter is 
now available for gardening and other purposes, and, in consequence, 
vegetables are abundant, and the appearance of the town rapidly 
improving. 

The health of the inhabitants both in town and country has been 
generally good. 

There has been little crime in the town, and hardly any in the 
district 

Farmers complain as usual of the scarcity of servants, but this 
is an evil not confined to this part of the country, and my obser
vations lead me to the conclusion that farmers who keep a sunV* 
cient number of servants, who treat them well, and pay them 
their wages when due, seldom are in want. 

The following statistics are attached :— 
I. Average rate of wages for labour. 

I I . Average prices of various articles of use and consumption. 
c 2 
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HL Return of immfall for the p u t four years, tad highest 
BB4 fewest temperature during last year. 

IV. Comparative statement of reveune under the principal 
Mads for the last two financial years* 

The public bufldtngs belonging to mydepartmcnr, consisting of 
psmBt oflees, gaol, and lock-up, a:« in good repair. 

Central OaW.—The health of the prisoners has been good, and 
there here been no deaths during the year. The average daily 
an t of each prisoner's rations, including fuel, is a trine over 7*. 
The system inaugurated during the year of paying good conduct 
•oa?iets a small amount for their work will no doubt be an eneou-
issmment to them to work well, and will prevent them being dis-
ehsned without any means of subsistence. 

Them is still a Utile prospecting going on for gold and diamonds, 
and good coal indications are said to have been found. I quite 
hoHtvi that gold and diamonds are to be found in the district, 
bat am not as yet prepared to express aa opinion as to their exhv 
mnee m payable quantities. 

& T E L L A B D , 
Civil Commissioner and Resident 

VlTBUBO, BBITX8H BlGHtFAN ALAND. 

I.—Average Bate of Wages for Labour. 

Ttmmto&im of Labour. Pir Annum. P«r Diem. 

Prtdfcl - • -

POmtmttk - ' -

T r i t e * . . . 

«**. to 18/. with 
jpoô k 

111. to 18/. with 
food. 

10«. to 18*. 

Labour, both predial and domestic, is almost entirely native. 
There is no opening for immigrant labourers in this district; 

intending farmers with a moderate amount of capital might do 
welljATnc district is well adapted for cattle farming. 

R. TlLLABD, 
Civil Commissioner. 
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M.—Aiserag* Prices of Varum* ArticUs of Use and Consumption, 
for to* Fear ended 3 1 * March 1895. 

Article. Arerafe 
Prioe. 

la 

Floor, wbeassn per lb. 
4 
0 0 

4. 
s 

4 • 0 
d. 
4 

4 
0 0 4 

4 
0 0 

d. 
4 

4 t. 4. 
0 0 8 

Whit* • • • perlOOlbt. A 7 0 0 8 0 0 s 0 0 7 0 0 7 0 
Brest, wheates > per lb. 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 • 0 4 0 0 4 
Meal Boer • • perlOOlbe, 0 XI s Oil 6 011 6 Oil 6 Oil 6 
MeelnetBs • • do. 0 S 6 0 7 S 0 7 6 0 8 6 0 8 6 
Os^borned. 

shMfhter • • eeeh 6 0 • 1 0 0 s 0 0 8 0 0 6 0 0 
Cows • • * M 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 6 4 0 0 
Hones " 99 10 0 0 10 0 0 1110 0 iO 0 0 10 0 0 
Sheep • - * * 0 1* 0 011 0 016 0 016 0 016 0 
Goats • • 918 0 Oil 0 011 0 Oil 0 Oil 0 
Pigi - - * t* 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 

rst . . . • per bottle 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 6 0 0 4 0 0 4 
Butter, fresh - • per lb. 0 1 6 0 1 0 0 8 6 0 1 8 0 1 0 

• MB • * » 0 0 9 0 0 9 0 1 0 0 0 9 0 0 9 
Ohessei Bngilsh 0 1 6 0 1 S 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 6 

Beef • • • 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 6 0 0 i 0 0 6 
Mutton • • • * 0 0 6 0 t 0 0 0 6 0 0 6 0 0 6 

Pork - - - 0 0 7 0 0 7 0 0 7 0 0 7 0 0 7 
Coffee- - • • » 0 1 9 « 1 9 0 1 9 0 1 9 0 1 9 
Sloe - • * w 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 

Tm • • • » 0 s • 0 1 6 0 8 6 0 « V 0 1 6 

SlafPf • • • * 0 0 S 0 0 9 0 0 S 0 0 8 0 0 6 

Salt.Cokmiml - 0 0 01 0 0 of 0 0 01 0 0 01 0 0 0* 

Wine, Gape • per bottle 0 I 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0 1 6 0 8 0-
Bmndy, Gtpe • •* u 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 6 
Beer, BnglUh • * M 0 8 6 0 s S 0 8 6 0 8 6 0 8 6 
Tobaooo, Colonial '• per lb. 0 1 6 0 1 0 0 1 6 0 1 6 0 1 6 

Potatoes per 100 lbs. 0 7 6 0 7 6 0 6 0 0 10 0 010 0 

Bie«OA*A-
fcaSft, 
1184-f. 

R. TlIJLABD, 
Civil Commissioner. 
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I l I . ~ J t 0 M»«e . 

» Division of Vrtborg, British BeehuanaUnd, 18W4,1894-5. 189l-4i • 
Head of Revenue. 1894-5. 

General licence* tad blank Btampi, not includ-
tag wheel tax 

Transfer dutj 
Judicial ines • * 
Surrey receipt! 
Quit-cent • 
Land ialM -
Sueceation duty 
Carton* duty-
Auction duty-
Bent other than quit-rent 

Total 

* Thii inelndet amounts rewired on account of sates in other districts and 
depodts which are liable to be withdrawn. 

R. TlLLABD, 
Oml Commissioner and Resident Magistrate. 

IV.—Return of Rainfall taken at Vryburg, British Bechuanaland, 
during the Years ending 31st March 1893,1894.1895. 

Month. Tear ended 
March 81, 1898. 

Year ended 
March 81, 1898. 

Tear ended 
Maxell 31, 1894. 

Tear ended 
March 81,1895. 

Ins. Ins. Int. Ins. 
April - 1*88 1*88 1*01 •18 

Miy - •79 Kit Nil 9*19 

June - I ' l l •88 •49 •85 

July - m Nil •80 Nil 

Augutt •84 •98 Nil vei 

September Nil •7C NU •08 

October • 69 1*10 1*09 •98 

Norember 8*98 1*07 1-71 •95 

December 8*91 1-81 5'50 8-97 

January 8*59 10*94 6*85 4-74 

February 6*99 8*97 7-46 1-89 

March 4*08 1'70 8*96 5*88 

80*08 91*98 98*87 81*58 



ikfcr* */ *ta Highest and Lowest^ Temperature* during the Year J ^ ^ l ended U$t M*nki89h •vti-

Month. 
t * J * * 

' . ; ....11 April • • • * & 
May - - . . . 88 34 
June - - • 78 
•Tuljr - . • 81 to 
August- - - • 88 J4 
September fS 85 
October - lot 55 
November • 105 41 
December • 106 81 
January - - 104 49 
February 101 w 
March • • • * 87 Mr 

* * 

The highest temperature during day succeeding the nigfcfshow-
ing the lowest was 65°, being a variation of 46°. 

B . TlLLARD, 
Civil Commissioner. 

8. A N N U A L R E P O R T O F C I V I L C O M M I S S I O N E R , Mafeking, 
1804-6. 

S I R , Mafeking, May 7, 1896. 
I H A V E the honour to report that the past year, like the 

preceding, has mainly been .one of prosperity ana advancement 
The great event of the year, and the one to which most 

progress is due, is the extension of the railway line from Vryburg 
to Mafeking. The opening ceremony was performed by his 
Honour the Administrator, Sir Sidney Shippard E.C.M.G., in 
the presence of the Honourable J. H. Laing, the Commissioner 
of Cfrown I^ands and Publio Works of the Cape Colony, and 
numerous representative men from all parts of South Africa. 

The inhabitants did their best to celebrate the occasion and 
entertain their visitors. The advantages of the railway are seen 
in the increased facility of communication with other parts of 
South Africa, quicker transmissions of posts, a very large increase 
in the transport trade to the northern territories, and the 
establishment of several forwarding agencies, all of which mean 
greater prosperity to the town. 
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The station it most oonveniently situated for the needs of the 
town; hot the increased trade brings into greater prominenee the: 
dissdvanteges of the non-connection of the telegraph line with 
the Transvaal system a Maimani, situated only 18 miles from 
Mafeking i and the want of a postal service to Johannesburg vid 
Zeerust. 

A superior line of bi- weekly coaches to Buluwayo will shortly 
be started, and still farther enhance the attractions of this route to 
the north, as tbey will perform the journey in five and a half 
days stopping each night and enabling the passengers to rest. 

The summer season was very hot, and the rains fell too late to 
allow the natives to plough and sow; in consequence, there are 
practically no crops this season. The prices of mealies and Kafir 
corn are rising, and, as the natives are an improvident race, in spite 
of the former good seasons, they have no provisions stored, so 
there is every probability of their suffering privation. To avoid 
this, numbers ot men are going abroad seeking employment in the 
Kimberley and Johannesburg mines. 

During the year, 2,200 passes have been issued to natives. 
The rainfall for the year is only 26*28 inohes (as compared 

with larger amounts in former years), nevertheless the inhabitants 
of Mafeking have been better off for water than formerly, as on 
the 4th July 1894, U e works of the Mafeking Water Syndicate 
were formally opened by his Honour the Administrator, Sir 
Sidney Shippard, KO.M.G. A complete system of pipes has been 
aid throughout the town, all houses are thus conveniently 

supplied with water. This abundance has given a great impetus 
to gardening, which has resulted in the arrangement of an Horti
cultural show to be held on April the 17th, it is hoped to be the 
forerunner of an annual show. The water syndicate has recently 
been floated into a oompany with a capital of 15,000/. 

The Tillage Management Board have expended a good sum of 
money in tree planting, which will, in a few years, tend greatly 
towards beautifying the town. The gaol reserve has been sur
rounded with a substantial fence, and a double row of trees planted 
inside. These trees have, however, suffered greatly from the 
ravages of white ants. Strenuous efforts have been made by the 
Village Management Board to eradicate this pest, by offering the 
reward of one shilling and sixpence for every * Queen Ant" 
found in the township. Nearly 200 "queens were destroyed 
by this means, and the termites, though not totally extermicited, 
are greatly reduced in numbers and destructiveness. 

The new wheel tax came into operation on April 1st 1894; 
it has brought in a fair amount of revenue, which has been 
judiciously expended in repairing the roads and the drifts of the 
district 

Prospecting for diamonds has been vigorously carried on, good 
indications being found in the vicinity of the township. Prospect
ing licences have been taken out, and 530 people have deposited 
half-a crown a piece, and entered their names under these licences 
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for olsims. Up to the preerat throe no diamonds have been die- B a n m 
covered. Bnaeuiiti 

It i§ much to be regretted that lung-sickness bat beeu reported jJJJJ 
in various parts of the district during the year; but by enforcing 
strict isolation of diseased cattle, and by voluntary inoculation of 
others, the dreaded disease has been kept in check. The infeo-
tion has generally been traced to the advent of cattle from the 
Protectorate. 

In the earlier part of the vear an outbreak of small-pox occurred 
in the town, attacking chiefly the poorer class of Europeans, living 
in insanitary dwellings . Prompt measures were taken to arrest 
the spread of the disease. by removing all the patients to the 
Lazaretto, whioh was specially erected on the opposite bank of 
the river, some distance from, the town. A medical officer was 
provided to take charge of the Lasaretto; 38 eases were treated, 
three of which proved: fatal. Much anxiety was felt at one time 
by the inhabitants, but, owing to the excellent precautions taken 
by the authorities, the epidemic was stopped. This unfortunate 
occurrence oust the town about 500/., the Government contributing 
a portion of the amount. Since then a few oases of small-pox have 
occurred at a small native village named Mothleyane, snout nine 
miles from Mafeking. By means of vaccination and quarantine, 
the disease was soon stamped out, and no other oases have been 
discovered in any other part of the dietriot. 

The greatest evil to contend against is the illicit brandy 
trade with natives. Notwithstanding every endeavour made to 
cope with this illegal traffic, and every assistance rendered by 
the Chief Montsioa, numerous complaints have been made. A 
meeting of the Barolong was called in the stad to discuss the 
question, when the laws and wishes of the Government were 
impressed upon the assemblage. After much discussion amongst 
the Chief and headmen, the Chief Montsioa promulgated a Law 
imposing a fine of 5/. on any native found in possession of brandy. 
Another matter was discussed at the meeting, the eradication -
of " Xanthium spinosum" on the native reserve. Since then 
tho natives are carefully uprooting and burning the obnoxious 
weed. 

In October 1894 the Government put up for sale 30 erven of 

upset price of 45/. The number of buildings in the town are 
increasing; during the year several houses have been finished and 
more are in course of erection. The Cape Government decided 

Bail way Grant." It consisted of 34 farms, mostly situated in this 
district. The sale took t>iace at Vryburg on the 4tb January 1895, 
and was largely attended; 34 farms were sold, realising the average 

. price of 595/. per farm. This sale has given several farmers the 
opportunity of settling in the country, and will probably be most 
conducive to the development of its resources. 

Early in November, the headquarters of the Bechuanaland 
Border Police, were moved to Mafeking, the garrison consisting 

land in this township. 

to t ;11 part of the land 
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9. A N N U A L R E P O R T of the C I V I L C O M M I S S I O N E R , Taungs, 
1894-5. 

J have the honour to report that I took over the duties of Civil 
Commissioner and Resident Magistrate on the 23rd of June 1894. 

The natives had a very good season last year, and reaped a 
splendid harvest of mealies and Kafir corn. Unfortunately the 
custom still prevails of waiting for the order of the Chief before 
any grain can be sold; the consequence is, when the order is 
given the market is rushed, and grain goes down at once in 
price. I noticed here that the price for Kafir corn fell at once 
from 10s. to 5*. per bag. 

The natives appear to be fairly prosperous and happy, and 
money plentiful. The Chief Molala, I am pleased to say, appears 
to be willing whenever called upon to do so to render assistance 
when required. 

This year the rains have been rather' late, consequently the 
harvest will not be so good as last year, still I do not think the 
natives will have reason to complain. 

Farms. 
The farms towards the west are almost all still unoccupied; of 

the 50 granted only about 15 are at present occupied. 

Roads, 
Roads and drifts are being put in repair as far as the funds will 

permit. 

Burma of about 200 men. Toward* the Utter end of February a detach-
B a ^ f i A > ment of the force left to etcort the waggons carrying about 

1894-& a>0 Isrmen to Lake Ngsmi, where they hope to sekot farms and 
— settle. 

The constables have been provided with food quarters adjoin
ing the gaol. The health of the prisoners has been good, no 
deaths having occurred during the year, the daily average of 
prisoners being 28. Much useful work has been done by the 

Jprisoners; amongst other things, 860,000 bricks have been made 
or use in the erection of Government buildings. 

Since the extradition treaty with the Free State came into 
force, one prisoner has been handed over for trial in that State. 
The want of such a trer.ty with the South African Republic 
frequently hinders the administration of justice. 

The financial and judicial work of the Civil Commissioner and 
Resident Magistrates office has increased considerably of late. 

I have, &o. 
G E O R G E J . B O T E S , 

The Colonial Secretary, Civil Commissioner and Resident 
Vryburg Magistrate: 



Public Ojffiees, BSOOTASA, 

The-public omees ate, I em ewrryto ay , In a bid smtelthe uiS î; 
building if so old that It requires cennhual repairing, —— 

Gaol 
The gaol is in good order: the health of the prisoners bos 

been good, and there have been no deaths. 

• Crime. 
The distriot is, I am glad to say, very free from any serious 

crime. There appears to be no illicit sale of liquor; X have had no 
case of drunkenness before me. 

Schools. 
I am pleased.to say that a European school has been started; a 

grant of 50/. per annum hi made by Government in aid of school. 
I can hardly express an opinion about the progress of this 

district, being here such a snort time ; still, as ar as I am 
able to judge, I am of opinion, that, judging by the receipts of the 
first three months of mis year as compared with the last, the 
district is steadily progressing. I also noticed amongst the natives 
that they all brought cash to pay for their taxes and no stock* 

C«B. SOHOLTZ, 
Commissioner and Besident Magistrate. 

10. ANNUAL REPORT of CIVIL COMMISSIONER, Kuruman, 
1894-5. 

The past season was expected to be one of great trial and priva
tions to the natives in this district, on account of the exceptionally 
heavy rainfall; fortunately the predictions were not fulfilled, 
the harvest being rather above than below the average, and as a 
consequence the prices of mealies end Kafir corn were low. The 
present season set in not less inauspiciously because of the long 
drought, which was broken only on the 24th March last. The 
rain came too late for some, and only just in time to save other, 
crops. 

Although there are often partial droughts, the rainfall generally 
is such that farmers can more or lees depend upon it, and there is 
no reason to doubt that this distriot has a great future before it 
when.properly developed} but, as this development means the 
introduction of large and small stock, the reduction and eradica
tion of the rank and useless grasses so as to give room to more 
useful plants, and the occupation of all farms, a considerable time 
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will elapse before the reel capabilities of the country are knows 
and the full benefit reaped. 

On the imposition or a wheel tax the natives of this district in 
the beginning of last year showed a little restlessness and discon
tent; by the prompt and judicious steps taken by the Government 
an open outbreak was prevented, and now, after fully comprehend
ing the reason for this tax, thev pay willingly. 

The only educational work in tint district is that carried on 
amrog the natives by the London Missionary Society, and there 
appears as yet to be but small chances of success for a school for 
European children. 

I am sorry to say that the payment of quitrent is not at all 
satisfactory; the owners of farms, unfortunately, allow the rent to 
fall in arrear and then find it difficult, and almost impossible, to 
raise the money. 

Colonial Kafirs stealing stock in<the.Cape Colony generally try 
to escape to the mountains in the Ixmgberg native location, and 
frequently succeed in escaping the vigilance of the Bechuanaland 
Border rolice detachment stationed near the mountains; but with 
one more police station we may hope to prevent the thieves 
reaching their place of refuge so easily, and gradually oheck them 
altogether. Hardly any crime it committed by the Bechuants. 

T^e state of health in this district is fiurly good. An eruptive 
disease, whioh is undoubtedly contagious, made its appearance last 
December. I t is supposed to be a mild form of small-pox; but, 
in the absence of a aistrict surgeon, the true nature of the disease 
has not been ascertained. No deaths have occurred and, most of 
the people having been vaccinated, it makes slow progress. 

C. B A M , 
Kuruman, Civil Commissioner and 

10th April 1895. Resident Magistrate. 

11 . R E P O B T of the C I V I L C O M M I S S I O N E R and R E S I D E N T 
M A G I S T R A T E , Gordonia, for the year 1894-5. 

The duties cf Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate, 
Gordonia, were assumed in July 1894, by Mr. J . A. Ashburn-
ham vice Mr. C. Bam, transferred to Kuruman. 

Much needed township regulations have been framed during 
the year by the Village Management Boards at Upington and 
Kemioes respectively, approved by the Governor, and published. 

Crime cannot be said to have increased, though the number of 
convictions has been greater during the year .under review than 
during the preceding year. This increase is to some extent due 
to prosecutions for contraventions of the new township regula
tions; it is with difficulty that the native inhabitants of the town 
can be brought to see the need for sanitary and other reforms. 
The greatest number of convictions have been obtained for 
stock-theft and offences under the Masters and Servants Act. 
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The native inhabitants of the district are Che so-called Bastards. Barnsc 
Under the former regime a number of tbeee men aoquired farms B I O S I M * * -
and other landed property and are now practically independent. {SS*. 
This fact has an unwholesome influence en the rest of the com- * 
munity who, as relatives, friends, or u hangers-on" of landed 
proprietors, are disinclined to work and are apt to take a some
what false view of their position. Good servants are therefore 
extremely difficult to obtain in the district. 

A considerable ilBoit sale of brandy to these Bastards is carried. 
on through the medium at low class Europeans. The natives * 
cannot be induced to disclose the names of the individuals through 
whom they obtain liquor, and trapping has been resorted to 
with unsatisfactory results. It would certainly be a boon to 
employers of labour if the possession of liquor by natives were 
made an offence, though some resentment might be looked for on 
the part of the better class of bastards who, as I have stated, are 
landowners of position in the district. 

The first valuation has been made during the year of the rate
able property within the areas subject to the management of the 
village boards at Upington and Kemioes respectively. The 
completed valuation rolls show the value of rateable property at 
Upington to be 45,000/1 and at Kemioes 12,7007. A rate of f</. 
in the £ has been imposed on rateable property at Upington, and 
of 1 \d. in the £ at Kemioes. 

Towards the end of the vear, an attempt was made to dispose of 
some of the vacant Crown (and in the district Of 23 farms offered 
for sale by public auction, onlythree found purchasers. This result 
is not, I think, due to the terms and conditions of the sale, which 
were favourable, but ^nay be attributed chiefly to the enforced 
isolation of a district situated 200 miles from the railway and kept 
in touch with the outer world by a weekly post only. The 
distriot is a favourable one for the stock farmer. During the year 
about 6,000 head of cattle and 5,000 head of small stock were 
exported and realised, on the average, higher prices than stock 
from other parts of the territory, and its capabilities only require 

certain parts of the district presents the only practical difficulty, 
though, as the farms are developed and farmers spurred to greater 
efforts by the competition to be looked for from the gradual 
occupation of the country, this difficulty will in time be overcome. 
One farmer has expended 200/. in the purchase of a boring 
machine which is at work on his farm in the north-western 
portion of the district, but, unfortunately, the hard and brak (or salt) 
nature of the subterraneous waters in that neighbourhood render -
them unpleasant to the taste and unsuited for agricultural pur
poses. The construction of dams would be an easy matter on 
most of the farms, and the rainfall, though small as compared with 
that in other parts of the territory, should be sufficient to meet 
the requirements of any farmer who has made provision for storing 
the water thus obtainable. As an instance may be mentioned a 

to be known in order to be appreciated. 
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mrm,nflt far from (Jpington, where e> dam just oompleted has 
bttm filed to overflowing by a recent ia|bi an4 now affords on 
wbftt was formerly called • dry farm astrpplv ofweter mora than 
sanloiani for the requirement* of the propwetor throughout the 
year. 

I appaad a comparative return of the rainfall registered at 
UnKa^on dnring the years 1898-4 and 1894-5. 

Duvsnftn*Tear,the Upington water furrow has been extended 
westvaeuste the border of the commonage, bringing under irrigation 
11 eM% mm irhloh are shortly to be sold by public auction. 

alarm was occasioned on the western border by the armed 
7«*foli within mis district of German soldiers from Great 
Namfjqoaland, and the private rights of British subjects in the 
neighbourhood were to some extent violated. The matter has 
been lenresented in the proper quarters and a discontinuation of 
this disquieting practice may now be looked for. 

Long-sickness appeared on several farms in the distriot, but has 
been almost completely stamped out by the immediate adoption of 
measures for the isolation or affected cattle and the plaoing in 
quarantine of the areas concerned The recent appointment by 
the German authorities of a 'Commissioner of lung-sickness on 
the western border will doubtless oheck the iuportation of fresh 
cases from that quarter. 

The proceeds of the wheel tax have been small as compared 
with the size of the distriot, and the expenditure of a consider
able proportion of the amount available has necessarily been 
confined to such portions of the main roads at ' lie within a radius 
of from 15 to SO miles from Upington. Owing to the absence of 
rivers and the sandy nature of the greater part of the district, the 
roads are capable of substantial improvement at comparatively 
small cost, and with a judicious expenditure of the future 
proceeds of this tax it may confidently be expected that in a very 
few years all the main roads of the district will have been put 
into good serviceable order. The two main roads between Uping
ton and Kemioes are now in good repair. < 

During the year a hospital, store-room, female cell, kitchen, and 
two yards have been added to the gaol. 

Two licences to prospect for diamonds have been taken out and 
the prospectors are still at work. The indications are said to be 
good, but I am not aware that there has as yet been any tangible 
result. Gold prospecting is also being carried on, and a discovery 
of asbestos (six inches long on the surface) is reported from 
a farm in the neighbourhood of Upington. 

I annex the report of the District Surgeon, and some statistical 
returns. 

J . A. ASHBUSNHAM, 
Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate. 
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A T J B A O * B A T * of W A S H * for L A B O U * . 

Predial 

Trtdet-

t i t . teltf.aaa 

Per Diana, 
M i 

If. Sol. toS*. 64. 

15*. to SOt. 

nuvrafi 

I&SMiiAtfA-

A V B R A G I PBICHS of various AJITICLMS of U S E and 
C O N S U M P T I O N . 

Article*. Prices. 
PRIONTN 

April. October. 

WHEAT -
Wheaien bread 
MMUtbmd 
Boer meal • 
Horned eattte 
Hones • -
Sheep • > 
Goeie * • 
Milk 
Batter, fresh 

Cheese 
Beef > 
Mutton 
Coffee 
Bice •. 
Tea • 
8agtr • 
Belt . 
Wine. Cape 
Brandy, Cape 
Beer -
Tobacoo, Colonial 

per 100 lb*. 
, •* • ' • 
per lb. 

per 100 lbs. 

m 
each 

perbotUe 
per lb. 

per bottle 
M 

per lb. 

« ft oY 
1 0 0 
017 6 
0 0 S 

016 0 
018 0 
810 0 

10 0 0 
010 0 
0 5 6 
0 0 8 
0 1 6 
0 1 8 
0 8 8 
0 0 5 
0 0 4 
0 1 6 
0 0 6 
0 8 0 
0 0 6 
0 0 1| 
0 8 6 
0 8 0 
0 8 6 
0 8 6 

aVf. A 
017 S 
616 6 
0 0 6 
016 0 
018 0 
810 0 

10 0 0 
010 0 
0 8 6 
0 0 8 
0 1 6 
0 1 8 
0 8 8 
0 0 6 
0 0 4 
0 1 6 
0 0 6 
0 8 8 
0 0 6 
0 D 1) 
0 8 6 
0 6 0 
0 8 6 
0 8 6 

4 4. A 

1 0 0 
017 6 
0 0 6 
016 0 
1 8 0 
810 0 

10 0 0 
010 0 
0 6 6 
0 0 8 
0 1 6 
0 - 1 8 
0 8 6 
0 0 6 
0 0 4 
0 1 6 
0 0 6 
0 8 8 
6 0 6 
0 0 1| 
0 8 6 
0 8 0 
0 8 6 
0 8 6 

8 6 
1 0 0 
0 0 6 
017 6 
1 6 0 
4 0 0 

10 0 0 
018 6 
0 7 6 
0 0 8 
0 1 6 
0 1 8 
0 8 8 
0 0 41 
0 0 8| 
0 1 6 
0 0 6 
0 8 8 
0 0 6 
0 0 11 
0 8 6 
0 8 0 
0 8 6 
0 8 6 

« *. d. 
1 8 6 
1 0 0 
0 0 6 
017 6 
1 5 0 
4 0 0 

io o r 
018 6 
6 7 6 

• f tV* 8 

0 1 6 
0 1 8 
0 8 8 
0 0 4 | 
0 0 8| 
0 1 6 
0 0 6 
0 6 9 
0 0 6 
0 0 1| 
0 8 6 
0 8 0 
0 8 6 
0 8 6 
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1894-8. 

B I T U B N or P R O D U C E A N D S T O C K , too. 

Crop*.—Nature of Crop and Number of Acres in Each, 

Wheat Barley. Mealies. Potatoes. Tobaooo. Oathay. 

Acres. 
11,547 

Acres. 
188 

Acre a. 
54 

Aeres. 
9 

Acres. 
16 

A ens. 
469 

Stock—Number of— 

Horses and 
Moles. Horned Cattle. Sheep* Goats. Donkeys. 

No. 
1,971 

No. 
26,980 

No. 
85,981 

No. 
85,828 

No. 
676 

Produce.—Nature of Produce and Quantify of Each. 

Wheat. Barley. Mealies. Potatoes. Tobaooo. Cathay. 

Molds. 
6,188 

Maids. 
48 

Maids. 
761 

Maids. 
40 

Lbs. 
18,980 

Bandies. 
108,869 

Price of Produce.—Nature of Produce and Price of Each. 

Wheat. Barley. Potatoes. Tobaaeo. Cathay. 

Maids. 
12.15s. to 9/. 

Maids. 
1/. 

Maids. 
1/. 10». 

Mtdds. 
9/. 6s. 

lbs. 
9#. 

Bandits. 
6s?. 

Estimated Acreage of 
Cultivated Land in 

Division. 

Estimated Aemge of 
Uncultivated Land in 

Division. 
Betiinated Acreage of 

Wvision, 

Acres. 
12,831 No W6kXDB Of MCeitenllliDg. No means of aecertaiii^ 

NOTK.—The distriot it almost entirely pastoral* it is only on the banks of the 
river that agrkjulttire Is possible. The retails as to crops are only approximate; 
*.g.$ they show an average yield of wheat of about two mmds an tut, whereas the 
average yield of land actually sown most be considerably greater* and might 
safely be estimated at Ave or six mnids. 



cutting; both at Upington One water mill at lnersdale. 
Brandy, wine, vinegar, and raisins are manufactured in small 

quantities in the district by a few fanners. The quantities 
(about) for the year 18$4-5 were as follows:— 

Brandy - - 3 4 half-aums (about 5 1 0 Imperial gallons). 
Wine - - 1 2 „ ( „ 180 „ „ ) 
Vinegar. - 8 „ ( „ 120 „ „ ) 
B*isins - - 14,500 lbs. 

The state of health during the last year has been generally a 
good one as well in Upington itself as in the other parts of the 
Gordonia district; excepted is an influenza epidemic, which lasted 
from October 1894 till December. A few cases only, "specially 
amongst adults, weie severe, but, as far as I know, none of them 
resulted in death. 

In consequence of this sickness, I had to treat as after-sickness 
a few cases of pneumonia, pieurites, and severe bronchitis. 
Further I had to treat para- and peri-metritis, peritonitis, 
nephritis, a couple of rheuma musculorum and articulorum, heart 
diseases, catarrh, ventriculi, acute and chronic, severe conjunctivitis 
(very often), thyphus recurrens, angina tonsillaris, panaritium, 
furunoulosis, psoriasis, herpes, eczema, and very ofteh venerous 
diseases, Ice, s c . 

Well worth mentioning yet is the foot that syphilis is very ' 
freauent in the distriot, and, the people being left to themselves, no 
limits against the further spreading of this evil can be drawn. 

The hygienic circumstances of Upington and Kcydnbis are a little 
better than the year's before, because the people are bound to use 
closets, but there is still much more what can be done, and must 
be done, in respect to the sanitaiy state of the whole distriot. 

M E D I C A L R E P O B T , 1894-5. 

Upington, March 15, 1895. 
G. MABQUABDT, M.D., 

District Surgeon. 

0 S9S70. 
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BKITISH 
BBOMUAIU-

uon>. 
1894-6. 

Rainfall at Upington in Inches. 

Month. 

April -
May . 
Jane -
July . 
August 
September 
October 
Norember 
December 
Janaarj 
February 
March 

Total 

1893-4. 

Inches. 
•18 
•S* 
•08 
•OS 
•87 

OS 
68 
04 
86 
58 

6*81 

1894-5. 

Inches. 
•45 
•77 
•06 

1*78 
•85 

8*90 
•71 
•11 
•99 

9*00 

12. RKPOBT on YBAB 1894-95. 

The Hospital, Vryburg, 
S I B , June 29 , 1895. 

D U R I N G the past year the number of cases treated in the 
hospital was 42, of which four were accidents. 

Thirty cases were discharged cured, 7 relieved, and 5 resulted in 
death. 

This may appear a high rate of deaths in proportion to the 
number of cases admitted, but it must be stated that oases are 
frequently sent in to the hospital, at the last moment, or as the 
result of accident, which are certain to terminate fatally. 

The number of patients admitted free, or from whom no fees 
could be recovered, was 10. The remaining 32 contributed the 
sum of 98/., at rates varying from two shillings to ten shillings 

Eer diem. The majority of the patients admittednre people without 
omes, or with very inadequate home accommodation, and it follows 

that the amounts to be collected from such persons, for the most 
part nearly destitute, can only be small. 

The advantages of a hospital are now beginning be more 
generally appreciated in the district, and it is almost certain that 
next year a far larger number of cases will have come under 
treatment. 

I have, &c. 
His Honour the Administrator, M. V S A L E , 

Vryburg. Matron. 
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S I B , Vryburg, April 26 ,1895 . Runs* 
1 H A T E the honour to submit, for the information of hit Bxanuiu. 

Honour the Administrator, that daring the last IS months the u^t. 
district and township of Vryburg have been exceptionally healthy. ——' 

2 . Daring this period I have to record the following zymotic 
diseases which occurred in the township and district, vis., measles, 
influenza, and enteric fever. 

8. The health of the convicts at the central gaol has been 
excellent. I have treated a large number of cases—total 1 3 1 — 
but they have been of trivial nature. 

During this period no deaths have occurred in the gaol hospital. 
The diet of the convicts is good. The cells and yards are kept 
clean and are in good order. 

I have, &c. 
The Colonial Secretary, N . M N U G E N T , 

Vryburg. District Surgeon. 

14. A N N U A L R K P O B T of the D I S T B I O T S U R G E O N of Mafeking, 
Beohuanaland, for the period April 1 ,1894, to March 3 1 , 
1895. 

S I B , Mafeking, April 1,1895. 
I H A V E the honour to report that daring the above men

tioned period the health of the inhabitants of the district of 
Mafeking has been satisfactory, but not quite so muoh so as 
daring former years. 

Small-pox was introduced into the township at the end of 
March 1894, with the result that 3 1 Europeans contracted the 
disease and three died. 

I observed 20 oases among the native population, but I have 
no doubt that many cases were not reported. 

The disease was successfully combated by means of isolation 
and vaccination. 

Referring to the attached table of diseases* one of the cases of 
dysentery and liver abscess was contracted at Inyati in Matabele-
land, and the other at Kanya in the Protectorate. 

The fever cases were of a mild, malarial, remittent type, and the 
majority were oases of relapse, occurring among men of the 
Bechuanaland Border Police from Matabeleland. The increase 
in tho number of gastro-intestinal diseases is also explained by the 
return of the Beohuanaland Border Police from Macloutsie to this 
station. 

Influenza in the form of infectious feverish catarrhs of the 
respiratory organs was present in the district from August 1894 
to March 1895. 

The natives suffered considerably from influenza and several 
deaths came under my notice. 

* Not printed. 
D 2 
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Barns* Sixteen deaths from general causes, occurred among ,th« 
B£5?*A7 Europeans during &0 year, , , , .. t 
JJSJe. The g«4 wss kept in a good ianitary w r i t t e n and. good 
*-A^ quality rations supplied, 

The number of prisoners reported sick was 101; of this .nnniher, 
22 were cases of lnfiuenaa, 4 lever, 6 gMtw-intestinal disease,':2 
catarrhs of the respiratory organs, and the remainder trivial 
illnesses of no statistical value. 

No deaths occurred among the prisoners. 
I have, &c 

A. P U R G E G R X R N , 
The Secretary, Vryburg. District Surgeon.' 

15. A N N U A L R E P O R T of the A S S I S T A N T C O M M I S S I O N E R at 
G A B E R O N E S , British Bechuanaland Protectorate, for the 
year ended 31st March 1895. 

1. For several years past there has been a dispute between, the 
Bamangwato ana the Bakwena as to the boundary between 
the two tribes. This led to ihe dispute in 1886 between the 
Chiefs Khama and Sebele about the waters at Lophepe, which 
was decided by Captain, now Colonel, H. Goold Adams, Bechuana
land Border Police; and to the dispute between Khama and Sebele 
about the water at Tsitle, which was temporarily arranged by 
myself in 1893. During the past year this boundary dispute waft 
further complicated by a claim set up by the Chief Llnehwe to 
the boundary claimed by the Bakwena from the Crocodile River to 
Lollhakeng, on the ground that he had conquered the land, on the 
south of this line, from the Bakwena; and in order to establish 
his claim be sept a large body of armed men to cut poles, of 
a valuable kind of wood, which ns required for building purposes, 
also to dig mts and to select cattle-posts in jthe disputed ground. 
This ground has, ever since the existence of the Protectorate, been 
occupied by the Bamangwato, and Linohwe's action annoyed 
Khama very much, and he wished to send a force to expel 
Linchwe's men. I t was, however, arranged to nave the depute 
settled by arbitration, and in October last a Commission, composed 
of his Honour Sir Sidney Shippard, K.C.M.G., as president, the 
Rev. J . S. Moffat, O.M.G., and myself as members, met at Lokhalo, 
and, after hearing the evidence adduced by Khama, Sebele, and 
Lirchwe in support of the claims, defined a line, to be recog
nized by all parties, as Khame's southern boundary. This line is 
described in the award made by the Commissioners, and there 
is every reason to believe that it will be respected by all 
concerned. 

2. Friction has long existed between Sebele, Chief of the 
Bakwena, and his brother Khari, and in August last the latter 
decided to separate from the former, but, as a large number of the 
tribe wished to go with him, and as according to Bechuana custom 
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their property weald be liable to1 seizure if they did so without the B U A R I 
consent of «he Paramoimt Ghkf, Khariapplied to the'Govern- B«o*«sV 
ment for permission to remove)' fconti Mbtej^eb with all who i«55& 
wished to follow him, together with all their property, and — 
forfroteotiott whik: doing to. *A Gotnntission, consisting of lib 
Honour Sir Sidney Shippard, Capt, A. V, GosliM, Beohuana-
land Border Policy and myself, met at MoUlpelaTe, and, after 
ewearinrinto thadisptote, gave an award according-to the terms of 
white Khari and hit follower* were allowedtiathe30th instant 
to remove from Mokpolole with aH their jaovahle property and 
to go to Kolobeng in Bakwena territory ~. to the territory of 
BJattoftior Baihoen, if either of thete Chiefs were willing to receive 
them. They elected to remain in Bakwena territory, but strongly 
ofcjeoted to go to Kolobeng, witbing to be on thr border of the 
Kalahari Desert, so as to be aWe to receive thr ' ut«i brought in 
by the tribe's vassals oalkd the Bakalabari, who innabit the desert, 
who live principally by killing game, of which they are obliged to 
give the skins, horns, feathers, &c. to their masters, the Bakwena. 
Khari and his followers therefore located themselves at Tshtwane, 
a place about 12 miles north of Molepolok, in the hope of being 
allowed to remain there, and Khari requested permission to do 
soy but was told that he mutt carry out the terms of the award. 
He and a number of his men have now gone to Kolobeng, but 
their families and property are still at Ttkopane; they are, how
ever, taking steps to remove them to Kolobeng. 

Feeling at times ran very high between the two parties; and I 
havetad some difficulty 4a preventing them from coming to blows. 
The members of the tribe who have followed Khari at first 
gave a* thehr reason for leaving Scheie that the latter ruled them 
unjustly, but i t now appears that Khari claims to be Paramount 
Chief of the tribe, on the grounds that cattle were given; by the 
tribe, for,his mother when she was married to Secheletand that no 
cattle, were giv?n for Scheie's mother when Sechele married her. 

3. Linchwe complained that some of his cattle had been seized 
in tije IVotecWate by the South African Republic's Police, but 
on enquiry appeared that the boundary he claimed was about 
six miles within the Republic, and that the cattle were seized in 
the Transvaal, not in the Protectorate. The correct boundary has 
been pointed,<put to him. . 

4. Khamane, a brother of the Chief Khatna, who, after being 
expelled'from the Bamangwato territory, went to the South 
African Republio, and who removed from there to the country of 
the Chief Linohwe, has now returned to that of the Bamangwato, 
with Khame> content. 

5. A partj*' of trekkers left Mafeking in the beginning of 
February last for Lake Ngami, and travelled through the 
Protectorate, The Chiefs were informed and requested not to 
interfere with them, and, so far as I have heard, they have not 
met with any opposition or molestation from the natives. A 
detachment of the Bechuanaland Border Police accompanied the 
trekkers. 
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fiMTim 6. The Chiefs now refer ail disputes with their neighbours to 
**LLHO*A'

 m e ftn<* »« t>m i f c much more readily to the authority of the 
18W-&. Government than they formerly did. 

7. In February last the Chief of the Bakhatla, living at 
Moshrpa, was summoned by a trader for the payment of a debt of 
821. sterling for goods sold and delivered to him. Judgment was 
given against the Chief, and he has satisfied i t 

8. Detachments of the police are still stationed at the places 
named in paragraph 11 of my last annual report. Horse 
sickness, owing, I think, to the drought, has been very mild this 
season. 

9. Seventy-eight criminal, and 20 civil, oases have been heard 
in my court during the year. 

10 . The past season has been a very dry one, and the natives 
will consequently reap very little grain this year, but they have 
sufficient from last year's abundant crop to keep them in rood for 
some time to come. 

11. I have heard of very few cases of fever during the year, 
but small-pox in a mild form is said to have broken out at 
Ramoutsa and Mochudi, but up to the present I have not heard 
of any deaths from it. 

12 . Traffic through the Protectorate to the north has greatly 
increased, and there are now accommodation houses at com
paratively short intervals along the road from Mafeking to 
the junction of the Notwane and Crocodile Rivers. 

13. Religious and school work is still being carried on by the 
missionaries resident in the leveral large villages in the southern 
Protectorate, and is, I believe, making fair progress. 

14 . The revenue collected at my office during the year 
amounts to 742/. 18s. 6<f., under the following heads:— 

Licences: £ #. d. 
Liquor - 270 0 0-
General traders' - - • 190 0 0 
Hawker's - - - 55 0 0 
Gunpowder - - - 85 0 0 
Gun 49 0 0 
Aerated waters - - - 2 5 0 
Ammunition permits - - 48 17 6 
Sale of unclaimed stock - 18 16 0 
Judicial fines - - - 69 16 0 

,, fees - - - 8 3 6 
Stamps - - - 11 0 6 

Total • 7 4 2 18 6 

W. H. S U R M ow, 
Assistant Commissioner's Office, Assistant Commissioner. 

Gaberones, April 23 , 1895. 
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16. DtPABTMENTAL K B P O B T of the ASSISTANT COMMISSION JBB 
for the B E C H U A N A L A N D N O R T H E R N P R O T E C T O R A T E for the 
year ending March 8 1 , 1895. 

1. There are three seats of magistracy in the district,—Palapye, 
Motlontse Camp, and Lake N'Gami. I t has been arranged that 
the Tati distriot be administered by the magistrate at Motloutse 
Camp. This magistrate also communicates directly with the 
Resident Commissioner at Vryburg on all matters judicial and 
financial, bnt in any matter of a political nature he is supposed to 
refer to the Assistant Commissioner at Palapye. I do not know 
what the functions of the magistrate are at Lake N'Gami. 

2. The year has been comparatively uneventful. About this 
time 12 months a difficulty arose in consequence of the 
intrusion by the Chief Lenohwe, of the Bakhatla at Moohudi, into 
country claimed by the Bamangwato. The sudden appearance of 
a large armed force among the Bamangwato cattle posts in that 
locality caused much contusion, the loss of some stock by the 
Bamangwatos and more or less directly of two lives. I t was 
arranged that a commission should sit at a spot on or near the 
boundary to be determined. This Commission met accordingly, 
and an enquiry was held by his Honour the Resident 
Commissioner, the Assistant Oommissioners of the Southern and 
Northern Protectorate respectively being also present. The 
Chiefs were:—Khama for the Bamangwato, Sebele for the 
Bakwena and Lenohwe for the Bakhatla. The question at issue 
lay mainly between Khama and Sebele, though the conduct of 
Lenohwe had led to the holding of an enquiry. As Khama and 
Sebele had both been well advised and came to the meeting pre
disposed to any reasonable agreement, it was not difficult to arrive 
at a settlement of the line which satisfied both of them, but 
Lenohwe went away very discontented. Khama expressed a wish 
for a line to be beaconed by a surveyor; Sebele was willing 
to leave the boundary as verbally defined by the Commission. 
Under these circumstances, Khama was required to pay the 
expenses of the survey, which was considerable. The line was 
surveyed by Mr. Windley, but, owing to an unfortunate misunder
standing with the party of Bamangwato sent to co-operate with 
him, the beacons were not put up. This matter has not yet been 
rectified, but it is hoped that Mr. Windley may be able to return 
and complete the delimitation of beacon at a small additional 
cost to Khama. The Chief Sekhoma Leeholathiebe of the 
Batavana at Lake N'Gami has been on a visit to Khama, who is 
his uncle. I have not heard that there is any political significance 
to be attached to the oiroumstance, though probably the meeting 
mm have given soope for mutual consultation and advice. I t in 
possible also that a matrimonal alliance may bo one result. 
The Batavana are also Bamangwato, who migrated* to Lake 
N'Gami about three generations back. Khamane, the brother of 
Khama, was for a long time an exile. He lived with a few 
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BMITUH followers at the junction of the Crooodile and Ngotwane Rivers 
BBOHUAKA- U Q ^ e r the Chief Lenohwe. A reconciliation IIM taken^plaee 

between him and hia brother, and he hat been allowed to re-enter 
.JJUU ' the country and to take up his quartern at Sboshong, about 70 
~ Q f miles south-west of this place. 

3. The internal condition of the Bamangwato tribe is, politically, 
not satia&otory. The autocratic disposition of the Chief is grow
ing upon him, and is causing a oertlun amoant of inipleasant feeling. 
Several men, his.;brothers, and the near relations, find/themselves 
exctoded from the councils of the Chief, and their places taken by 
the Chiefs son, Sekboma, and son-in-law, Raxbosavt probably 
they have in some way betrayed their resentment, for there is a 
strong feeling of hostility shown by the Chief, though I cannot 
say that I have seen anything of the same kind on their part, 
beyond the fact that they are now annealing to the Government, 
through the Assistant Gomnussioner, lor intervention. , Commer
cially the year has been fairly prosperous. A large amount* of 
money is being earned by the natives in the carrying trade between 
this and Buluwayo. There was a large grain harvest last year, 
though, in consequence of the indifferent prospects this year, 
there was a disposition to hold back their stores of grain. The 
natives are now selling freely in consequence of the high picas 
which rule at Buluwayo. 

4. There has been very little serious crimes One or two offences 
of an aggravated oharaoter nave been dealt with by the Chief 
himself as between individual* of his own tribe. The principal 
trouble has been in the matter of cattle and horse stealing carried on 
mainly by white men going through the country on their way to 
and from Matebeleland, and, unfortunately, these cases do not oome 
to light until the offender is Jat beyond t ie reach of the law* 

5. The revenue snl̂ŜsnV " ̂fêÎBv̂' ^J^J^&&£^& • .̂ŝt̂̂ l̂safĉB̂̂  year amounted in all to 
about 28U, made up mamly of storekeepers, gun and, ammu
nition licences. As no liquor lieeaee* are used in Bahama's country 
the revenue is correspondingly smaller than it might be, but 
there must be taken into account on the other side the greater 
volume of wholesome trade and. the phenomenally peaceful con
dition and freedomjrom the annoyance of petty crime enjoyed 
in the Bamangwato town. A much smaller amount has oome 
in under the head of native ammunition liosncos than was sxpoctorl 
Either s much smaller amonnt of ammunition is retiuhred foe the 
supply of the natives than we had supposed, or there must be 
ammunition coming in from other and illicit sources. The total 
number of licences issued from this office for the year ending 
31st March last is 346, which represents 84,600 rounds, which, 
considering that there are 1,600 breech-loaders in the town and, 
say, as many muixle-loaders, is net much j that ammunition may 
be coming in through unauthorised obannclajs not at all unlikely, 
seeing that hundreds of guns cross the Crooodile Bivsr every 
year from the Transvaal in the hands of natives returning from 
the mines at Johannesburg. If the whole of the Bechuanaland 
Border Police were stationed in patrols along the Crooodile River 
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frost the junction at Patte to the junction of the Tuli if would be 
impossible fur them to to pu t» stop to this, and it is too much to M K § t 

expect *ny hearty ce-operetion from the Bamangwato's or. other is*** 
Chief he e metier of thie kind, which, like theprohibition of the tale 
of breech-loaders in the Protectorate, they took upon as an insist 
and * grievanoe. 

6. There have been no public works to apeak of at the charge 
of the Government, except a road for the postal service exclu-
s!ve% which his *een made down the mountain en the Buinwayo 
tMe of PalapyS, The Chief has also made a road up the rocky 
brow which separates the upper from the lower plateau on which 
the town stands. There is much need for the sinking of wells 
ejbnfe the main transport and postal route, but this is a subject 
on which it is difficult to approach the Chief,.in conseouenoe of 
the extreme jealousy of the native mind, in which, not altogether 
without reason, there Is a disposition to regard any work of this 
kind done by white men as setting up a chum to the ownership of 
the ground. 

7. The Chief Khama has snown. a steely disposition to co
operate in carrying out the wishes of the Government; but for 
this there would often hats chopped up occasion of difficulty. 
The present position is necessarily transitional, and H is to be 
hoped will not long be corftmued, as so much depends on the 
personal attitude of the Chief. An independent chiefutinshrp side 
fff side with British proteotion aflotds scope for plenty of cases 
Where the one m%it come into *#m1et with the other. I t is 
necessary to be very careful where any of the Chiefs own native 
subjects are concerned to secure the ooneurr >* oe of the Chief in 
judicial matters, and riot to,seem to ignore him or to go behii l 
him, as ho one can be more sensitive when his own prerogative is 
touched. One difficulty has cropped up m connection with his 
brothers, and an appeal has been made ey fhem to the Government. 
The Chief is much inoensed rant such an appeal should have been 
made, and Still more so th*t it should have fnuUd e<ohaaBeH& the 
Assistant Commissioner. He seems unable to understand how it 
can be'the duty of that officer to report to the Government - such 
matters, which he regards as within his own prerogative alone, 
and he is equally unable to understand that by so reporting tile 
Assistant Commissioner does not make tauiteif a partuesni 

8. tliere has been a large extension of rellgiousand eoHrcational 
work during the 12 months. Tfce place of the late Rev. J . D. 
Hepbourn has been taken by the Rev. W. C. Wiiloughby, whose 
work is supplemented by that of two,rase, also sent out by the 
London Missionary Society, Miss Young and j^fits Hargreeves. 
The latter is to take up general mission work: among the women, 
the former is in charge of the schools. The Chief has shown his 
appreciation of what has been done in this way by buMrig at bis 
own cost a fine range of schoolrooms of a solid and permanent 
character; these have cost upwards of 500&, beside* the native 
labour, also furnished by the Chief. 
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EjSJJ. There is no doubt about the reality of the religious results from 
UMD. ' the labours of the Rer. J. D. Hepburn, a man of singular self
i s h , devotion and seal, whose influence will long be felt in their tribe. 

" There is plenty of heathenism still j some Christian convert*, 
only one remove from their primeval paganism, are not what some 
people in England might imagine, but a great step has been taken, 
and that in the right direction. 

9. The general health at Palapye has been good, and does not 
answer to the extraordinary statement*, whioh have been made in 
some quarters. There is no regular practitioner, bnt the town 
has been fairly free from disease. There has been no noticeable 
mortality since the great influeoaa epidemic of 1899, whioh 
ignorant persons put down to be malarial fever. Malaria there 
certainly is, and Europeans especially require to pay some regard 
tohvgieniolaws, in a climate like this, where the mean temperature 
is that of the tropics. We are about 8,500 feet above die sea 
level The water is not abundant but wholesome. There would 
be no difficulty in increasing the supply but for the extreme 
jealousy about the digging of rells. 

10. The civil staff here ooeeista e l the Assistant Commissioner 
and his clerk. Resides these there are four men of the Bcchuans-
land Border P e t e , One of these, a non-commissioned officer, is 
employed as collector of customs. Another is supposed to he b 
charge as corporal of the detachment, and has no particular duties. 
One of the troopers is alto gaoler, with a native subordinate. 
The troopers are also in attendance at the office, and act as mes
sengers, they also wait upon the Assistant Commissioner personally 
when he goes out mounted. The arrangement is clumsy and 
expensive, and is adopted to utilise the services of men who are 
kept on hand, and would not otherwise he employed. I t would 
be better, even if the police must he used in tms way, for the one 
who is oolieotor of customs to have one as bis assistant, for the 
Assistant Commissioner's offios to be served by a white man who 
would combine tilt duties of gaoler, chief oonstable, and messenger 

11. Besides, t i e regular m i l service between Mafeking and 
Buluwayo vie Palapyr, there has been a minor postal service 

^mmwBionor*! flffini. tnd l i dtfffltnri tn lakt\ N ******* i& **** 
v w ^ ^ w ^ v « w « m m W m W f f m W W B J P W w *W*W*^a ^ p W P W W P * -W^ <P*MB)SSIWw wmw ^PPWSWPIIW* W P V v e p V 

Lake FGemi post is monthly, at a cost of 5 i , whkli is 
neM to two native rttnneiSi ta t Whfrrft is 500 mttea Tise 

Dftiil hw til* Brittih Soutk Afri^CkM&oftnv i th* Mfc&ma&m, !§ lome. 
what m&kt/tr. Thett Mite ketti tra the commutiios^ioii with th* 

jBBJw-̂Wipp̂pĵPfJ• • • • W W W JBS/P^fsaHSP _^^^Wpwp ^~jwg -S-v ™ ^'W ' * ' ' -WBPiWP^W*T»WeWWTW^W ^ *W ^^i lPJi _ ipwpp̂ b» 
S A a a n i i ^ A s ) s a S i # - A * B t J%" MiltAiî Stfl̂ uiMjyft ' • IKa ŝn̂ ^mnSKfttAiS sn-Sifc« vsnHd̂n 6 $ a A •PtfttssifcJkfte 
*esiM^HjipSjnw^svi^p esjŝB̂esj swpŝ ^^^wpWPwŝ BjSwe'Wp^s _^w** ^ p »^BPpmw» ^ i w ^ w a a w * ^ • a w ™ * w » w * ™ epsjsj^p ^w ww^SaBWFaa 

and Primitive Metiiodist na^ooaries in the valUv of the Zambesi 
J . S. MofVAI, 

Palapye, April H, 1996. Assistant Commissioner. 
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17. ArnruAi. R E P O R T of the B S O H U A N A L A N D B O E D E R P O L I C E , 

1804 to 1895. 
The Annual Report of the Bechuanuland Border Police for 

1894 to 1895 ii compiled from l i t April 1894 to 31 it March 
1695. 

I.—Strength. 

The strength of the regiment on 1st April 1894 was as follows:— 

DktrlbatioB. Ofteari. 
N.C.Ci. 

and 
Troopers. 

Total. Troops. 

15 SIS 880 E.aadV. 

Northern Protectorate • 10 6 9 n K. 

Southern Protectorate - * 4 78 76 0 . 

fiatinmmlainl * • 1 10S U S A . 

• Total - 8 7 4*1 4 9 8 

During April and May the remainder of the troops in Matabele-
land returned to Maoloutsie. 

The garrison in the Southern Protectorate was increased to 
150 all ranks and 110 horses during the months of July, August, 
September, and October, and was reduced to 75 all ranks, and 70 
horses in November, when the Mafeking garrison was taereesed 
proportionately. 

The authorised strength of the Force is 410 all ranks, and the 
present distribution hi as follows.*— 

Distribution. Ofioert. 
N.C.O's. 

Mia. 
Total. Troops. 

Tati - — S S & 
Nnrlfcain Pfumtouli - 4 SS SS 1 . 

aotiaemPwteatorire . ft ss 7 4 & 
Beehnsaala^ . 1 4 sse S 4 0 • A . f . a l C . 

U Wane's Pattol • 1 7 8 

Captain Fulkfs Patrol- S 15 1 7 

Total - ss sss 4 0 6 
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11.—Appointments, Promotions, Resignations, 
TIW follbvfing appo in tmen t<W%oe t l ^ 

during the year:— 
Sublieutenant W. Baker rejoined fate corps 16lrt March 

Captain A. B. Nolan, 3rd Dragoon Guards, rejoined his regi
ment 17th April 1894. 

Surgeon W. Johnson resigned at the termination of his engage
ment, 10th May 1894 

Captain W. Gordon, Royal Highlanders, rejoined his regiment 
29th May 1894. 

Sub-Lieutenant Oosgrove, Cape Mounted Rifles, rejoined his 
regiment 10th June 1894. 

Major S. Br Browne, B.A,» rejoineoHiir regiment Mthr June 
1894. 

Surgeon W. M. Eaton returned to duty in Basutoknd 14th 
June 1894 \ ' 

Lieutenant A. Wight resigned 31st July 1894. 
Sub-Lieutenant H. Bremner, 20th Hussars, rejoined bis 

regiment 31st August 1804; 
Captain Lindsell resigned 11th September 1894. 
Sergeant A. C. Pyke promoted Sub-Lieutenant, ei'c« Sub-

Lieutenant H . Bremner, 10th December 1894. • 
Hon. Captain and Quarter-Master F. Molyneut resigned 15th 

January 1895. 
Captain F . Tighe, Army Medical Department, appointed 

Quarter-Master, vice Molyneux resigned, 16th January 1896. 
lieutenant-Colonel H. Goold-Adams rejoined hie'regiment, 

16th February 1895. 
Surgeon A. Vigne resigned 6th Maroh 1895. 
Surgeon W. Clucal temporarily aj$$ntett medical b^Bcer for 

six months 6th March 1895. " 

HX—Death*. 
I regret to report the following deaths :— 
Lieutenant and Acting Quarter-Master J. Fairbairn died at 

Inyati 11th April 1894 
Trooper B. Prout died at G»berones 9tb August 1894 
Trooper J . Somers drowned in the Harts River 26th September 

1394 
Trooper H. Dewhurst died at Gaberones 4th November 1894. 
Trooper E. O. Fitzgerald died at Mafeking 4th November 1894. 
Corporal J. Thornton died at Mafeking 21st November 1894 
Trooper CT Hatt died at Vryburg 6th January 1895. , 
Trooper R. Ellis died at Mafokbig 29th March 1895. 



lY^j^ertkmt. 
Two, men.desfirted. at (fcbtfonos i» N<*ember, 1894* Hey 

TOOK no uroveroment property. 
One men deterted rtan luafsn^ W05. 

V.—Native Strength. 
The ttrength of natives on 81et listen 1895 wee as follows •,— 

Northern Protectorate - - - 5 
Soothern Protectorate - - - 16 
Bechuanaland - • - - 39 

Total - - - - - 80 

Yl.—Traneport Vehicles. 
The transport of the corps on 1st April 1894 was as follows 

36 ox waggons. 
11 Scotch carta 
8 spring carts, 

r ,2 water carts. 
The present strength is as follow^ i— 

34 ox waggons. , 
11 Scotch carts. ,., 
6 spring carts. 

16 w»ter carts. 

VIL—JfMfe Strength. 
The strength of mules on the 1st April 1894 was 4 3 ; the 

present strength is 58. 

i \UI.—Ox Strength. 

The strength of oxen on the 1st April 1894 was 639; the 
present strength is 480. 

IX.—Horte Strength, 
The strength of horses on 1st April 1894 was 381; during the 

year 231 have been purchased, 265 have died or been lost, 1 was 
claimed by the British South Africa Company, leaving the present 
strength 356, which are distributed as follows:— 

Northern Protectorate - . - 60 
Southern Protectorate - . - 66 
Bechuanaland . . . . 230 

Total - - - . 353 



61 OOLONUL MEPOBTiV-AinfUAL. 

Bases***- X^Jmament* 
i«Cs. T h e » r m*m e n t

 °ftne oorpi** the present time consist* of 
"""" 2 seven-pounder gum 400 lbs. 

5 *» n » , , 
4 Maxim s u m 
2 Nordenfelt guns. 

1314 Martini-Henry rifles. 
217 Snider rifles. 
118 revolvers* 
963 shell, shrapneL 
432 w common. 

91 „ star. 
189 shot esse. 

33*075 Maxim ammunition. 
10,197 Nordenfelt ammunition. 

1,099,812 Martini-Henry ammunition. 
22,350 Snider ammunition. 
4,737 revolver „ 
3,528 Ely boxer ,, 

Of the above, 30 Martini-Henry rifles, 48 Snider rifles, 46,710 
rounds Martini-Henry ammunition, and 10,180 rounds Snider 
ammunition were lent to the British South Africa Company 
during the operations in Matabeleland and have not teen 
returned. 

One Gatlinggun and 18,600 rounds of ammunition on loan to 
the Bechuanaland Border Police from the Tati Gold Mining 
Company, have been returned. 

XL—Special Employment, 
Ten troopers have been employed in performing the duties of 

Customs officers at Mafeking, Ramoutaa, Sequani, Palla, Palapye, 
Macloutsie, Grobellars Cross Roads, Bass's Post. 

The usual escort of a non-commissioned officer and three 
troopers has been provided for the Assistant-Commissioner at 
Palapye. 

Lieutenant Walsh and seven non-commissioned officers and 
troopers left Palapye in July 1894 for Ghansi on special service. 
He arrived at the station of the Chief Sekgomo on 23rd September 
1894 and formed a camp, 18 miles off, at Mashabing, where they 
still remain. 

Captain Fuller, Sub-Lieutenant Phipps, Surgeon Holmden, and 
15 non-commissioned officers and troopers left Mafeking for 
the Ghanzi district on 4th Febrr -y 1895 on special service. 
Satisfactory reports have been been received as to the progress of 
the party. 
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XII.—Regimental Work*. 
The following if a lift of repairs and improvements effected 

during the year:— 

Station. New or Re-oonstrncted Building*. 

Tati 
Palla 
Gabero * 

Bamoutsa* 
Molopolole 
Kaaya 
Sand Pit*-
Maieking • 

Vryburg . 

Taungs -

Scbaapfontein 
TweeUngs Paa 
LongHerg -
Gamagara 

Mosete 
Moroqcin 

New banaeks. 
Banaeks and stable re-bailt. 
New banaeks for SO men (with lavatories) ( stables 

ibr $0honest hospital. 
Barraeka re4milt. 
Banaeks aoanired and repaired, Ac. 
Banaeks and stable re-built. 
Banaeks re-built. 
New troop kitchen j magasine; ftoorsoementeonereted 

and wails cemented { new tbeltsr stables far 185 
bones, with tarrien' store and room lor Maxim 
harness and small stores; water laid on to banaeks, 
quarters, fee. t stooe and eement tank foe watering 
horses. 

New latrines s new gable ends to banaeks, buttresses, 
Ac. i stable repaired and strengthened. 

Barracks partly rebuilt, and oonslderably repaired 
and added to. 

Banaeks re-bailt. 

New barracks. 
New well and stable. 
Barracks, Ac. repaired. 

H M 

New ba rracks. 

Besides the above new works, or works so re-oonstruoted as to 
be practically new, repairs have been carried out at every station 
in Bechuanaland and the Protectorate where necessary. 

XIII.—Patrolt. 
Constant patrols have been made throughout the area occupied 

by the police during the year, the total mileage of such patrols 
being approximately 267,376 miles. 

SAM). 
1S94-S. 

XIV.— Out-station*. 
The following out-stations have been occupied during the 

year:— 
Northern Protectorate:—Headquarters Macloutsie, Lake 

N'Gami, Tati, Palapye, Selika, Rhodes' Drift, Palla, Grobellars 
Gross Roads, Saas' Post. 

Southern Protectorate;—Headquarters Gaberoces, Kanya, 
Molopolole, Ramouka, Hoohudi, Lequani, Sand Pits. 

Bechuanaland:—Headquarters Mafeking, Vryburg, Taungs, 
Setlagoli, Scbaapfontein, jUraman, GenesaXongberg, Moroquin, 
Tweelinge Pan, Dry Hartz, Ramatlabama, Pitsaai, Maribogo, 
Mosete, Groot Chwaing, Gordonia, Zwaart Kop, Kakamas, 
Meer. 
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XV.^Arreett ana* Vwtihfam*. 
I attach «statement* of the number of arrests made and con

victions obtained by the police daring the year. 1 ' ' ' " ! 1 

XT!.—Health. 
1 attach reports* from the medical officers. 

XVII.—Summary. 

Dnring the year the force has been reduced to its normal > 
establishment. 

The maintenance of law and order in a vast area of country 
th|e)% populated by natives is sufficient evidence that the work 
of the force has been performed in n satisfactory and intelligent 
manner, r 

Two hundred and fifty-six horses are shown as having died or 
been lost or claimed during the year.* 168 of this number, how
ever, became noneffective previous to the 1st April 1894, and, 
owing to the force being in ttte field, were unable to be included 
in the last annual report. The number, therefore, which have 
actually become non-effective during the year for which this 
report is compiled is 88. This comparatively small proportion 
of deaths is due mainly to the wise precaution of stationing the 
unsalted horses at Mafeking during the month? in whicb the 
disease of horse sickness is most ratal, for, of ihe 88 shown as 
having been non-effective during the year, only four have died 
of horse sickness since November 27th, when the change of 
quarters took place. 

The discipline of the force has been most satisfactory, and I 
desire to place on record my spprecuition of the services of the 
officers and staff of the regiment. 1 • 

R. O B I T , Lieut.-Colonel, 
Commanding Bechuanaland Border Police. 

18. R E P O K T on B U B A L S C H O O L S , 1894-5 . 
SIB, 

T H E pending annexation of this territory to the Cape 
Colony and my own departure necessitate me to submit to you 
my annual report earlier than usual. 

When we compare the present state of education in this district 
with what it was four years ago we observe a marked progress. 
At that time about 20 children received regular instruction 
on the farms, while the average number attending the rural 
schools at present is 242. The liberal support of Government 
during the last three years has greatly promoted the cause of 
education. 

* Not printed. 
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A great deal more, however, remains to be done, for I take it BSJIJĴ  
that in this distriot only there are between 700 and 800 children iSi; 
of echool-going age. Some of these are growing tin in titter ttet-t. 
ignorance, except a meagre knowledge of the Dutch language. 

The district is a very .large one. One of our schools is 54 miles, 
another 80, and still another 108 miles distant from the town of 
Vryburg. To meet the requirements, I think it will be necessary 
to appoint someone who will devote himself erolusively to 
awakening interest in euooation and organising schools. 

In some localities we And a verv poor class of people, and to 
bring education within the reach of these a more liberal provision 
will have to be made on the part of Government than the pound-
for-pound principle which has been in vogue here. 

Owing to the scattered population in some parts, it will be 
impossible, for some time to come, at least, to establish fixed 
schools, which will be attended by a fair number of children, 
and I would suggest that itinerant teachers be appointed here. 
The difficulty of accommodation could be met by putting up a 
building of galvanised iron, whioh could be removed as the 
teacher changes his residence, and all who would benefit by such 
a school could assist in the erection of such a building. I may 
state that I tried it in one case and have reason to expect good 
results. . 

Four new schools have been opened since the beginning of this 
financial year, attended by a total of 75 pupils. Two of these 
schools have been established in the neighbourhood of Moroquin, 
where great interest has been shown by the farmers in the cause 
of education. I am confident that soon there will be & great 
demand for more schools, for a number of farmers have settled 
here within the last four months and large numbers are still 
«» trekking " in . 

A discounting feature of the rural schools is the low standard 
which is considered sufficient and the short time which children 
are allowed at school. As a rule, the farmers are satisfied if their 
children can only read and write a little. The closing of three 
of our best attended schools this year is to be ascribed to this 
feci*. In some oases the difficulty to procure labour is given as a 
reason for removing the children so soon, these being needed tc 
assist in farm work. 

With the exception of two schools in the district, both the 
English and Dutch languages are taught. I consider it a favour
able sign that the former aversion for English is dying out fast. 

The want of accommodation for boarders and of suitable 
schoolrooms has been, and is still, a great drawback. Govern* 
ment aid in the erection of necessary buildings would serve as a 
great stimulus for the people to do more. 

In classifying the pupils at the last inspection, I have still 
adhered to the old standards of the Department of Public Educa
tion, but have urged upon the teachers the necessity of tiking 
the new standards as their basis of classification in future. 

o 89870. E 
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Government Grant*. 
A grant of If. has been given for every pupil attending *chool 

in which both the English and Dutch knguage* are taught end a 
grant of about 1/. for every pupil when only Dutch is taught. 

I hare further to state that in making these payments 1 have 

In addition to these grants, an allowance of 5«. was made for 
every pupil passing a higher standard than at the previous 
inspection. 

The teachers employed in our schools are uncertificated, but it 
can hardly be expected that, with the present state of salaries, tho 
services of better qualified persons will be procured. And I 
trust that, in the event of annexation, there will be no difficulty 
to have them acknowledged. 

I beg to add to these remarks the results at the last inspection 
of the various schools. 

19. ANNUAL REPORT on the PUBLIC WOBKS DEPARTMENT, 
1894-4. 

I H A V E the honour to submit my annuafreport for the finan
cial year ending 31st March 189ft. According to your instructions, 
the report is not to contain any " financial details," or " details of 
individual works;" nor is it to contain " any matter of purely 

. local interest." 
I am only able, therefore, to report generally of the work 

carried out in my department during the year 1894-5, and have 
much pleasure in being able conscientiously to state that a great 
deal of most useful work has been accomplished for a compara
tively small amount of money* 

During the year, I personally inspected overy place in 
Beohuanaland (including Gordonia) where there was any kind of 
Government building; and also inspected ail stations in the 
Protectorate as far as Palla (included). 

I constantly visited all places where work was being carried 
out and supervised all repairs to roads, drifts, &c, outsido the 
limits of the Vryburg Divisional Oounoil. 

All buildings in the Southern Protectorate (including Palla 
c imp), as well as in Beohuanaland, have been put into repair. 
Owing to the nature of buildings, and the damages caused by storms 
and white ants, buildings require constant inspection, and in many 
cases repairs amounting practically to reconstruction. The recur
rent vote must, therefore, always be heavy (in proportion to the 

Teachers. 

I have, &c. 
D A V I D W I L C O O K S . 

S I P , 
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number of stations in the territory) until we have accomplished Jto*w 
the replacing of the old wattle-daub end thatch hats by burnt B*2J£" 
brick, iron roofed. This is being rapidly carried out* During I S M - A 
the year, very ^aod new barracks, stables, and hospital have been — • 
built at Gaberones for one troop 

Stabling for 195 extra horses, in the form of temporary shelter, 
has been built here; and much has been done throughout the 
territory to improve and strengthen existing buildings. Details 
of new works have already been the subject of correspondence 
and are, therefore, by yottr desire, omitted from this report. 

In conjunction with the Receiver General, it has always been 
my endeavour since I have been in this country to practise true 
economy in expending funds granted under the bead of 
" Public works, extraordinary," by building in such a manner 
that with proper inspection and periodical minor repairs the 
buildings should last for some years. The only way to prevent 
damage by white ants is to build of stone, pointed in cement; our 
funds, however, never admit of this, which would, in the. long 
run, be infinitely more economical than the present style. 

Everything possible is done to minimise the destruction caused 
by this insect by putting in good stone foundations with tin on 
the top; by using Jcyes fluid and paraffin for wood, &c. 

The water schemes which I recommended for favourable 

tively have been successfully carried out. The estimate I made, 
after a series of observations, of the capacity of the spring at 
Mafeking has proved oorrect; although v/e had last summer an 
almost unprecedented drought until the end of March, the 
supply nover diminished, but was ample for the requirements of 
the town, the camp, and the railway, while the water is of 
excellent qualirv. 

The improvement in Vryburg is most marked since the water 
has been brought to the town, trees growing everywhere, and 
gardens flourishing in what before was barren and ugly waste 
land. 

The Vryburg Village Management Board have at piescnt, 
unfortunately, not had sufficient funds to carry out more than the 
irrigation portion of the alternative scheme proposed by me two 
years ago, but the dam is completed, and the reservoir and pipe 
service will follow in due course when money is available. 

We have most successfully complied the fencing of over 30 
miles of the boundary between Bechuanaland and the Transvaal, 
only fencing, however, between land occupied by natives and the 
South African Republic. 

I am more and more impressed every day, as I constantly 
travel on duty about the country, with the great importance of 
seriously tackling the question of devising some means of counter
acting the pernicious effects of deforestation, the excessive 
clearance of forests which is slowly, or rather rapidly, going on 
every day for the benefit of the Kimberley mines; it must 
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B»mta inevitably prove moss disastrous some day to the economic and 
B >J2?U* agricultural prosperity of Bechoanaland. 

istJLs. It has been shown that the great Russian famine of 1802 was 
— mainly due to the dryness of the climate in summer arising from 

extensive deforestation during recent years (vide " Edinburgh 
Review," January, 1893, pp. 17-19.). 

May I most earnestly and inost respectfully urge the Govern
ment to take up this question 1 On the continent of Europe, ss in 
the case of Beohuanaland, owing to the comparaiively poor supply 
of coal, the retention of large wooded tracts for the purpose of 
supplying the. general community with fuel has been long 
recoffnited as an absolute necessity, which has led, in many 
districts to the formation of large ** ban-forests.** 

In this country we prevent the natives from cutting "green 
wood," but there is no restraint upon the white farmer, who has 
the right to denude his land of trees, while no obligation is laid 
upon him in the matter of reforestation. 

I presume that it is too late to eheck this, as there is no olause 
in the deeds by which the present holders secured their lands, and 
it is difficult to get the more ignorant white formers to recognise 
the fact that, in their greed for present gains, they are ruining 
the future prospects of themselves and their successors. 

I hope I shall not be considered officious in calling attention to 
this matter, whioh has doubtless been discussed, although I nave 
never happened to hear of it. Could not exports of wood bo 
taxed $ Jt seems to me that this is the only way of putting a stop 
to the present state of things. 

I,perhaps speak with undue warmth, but 1 am certain I do 
not overestimate the dangers to the national, economic, and agri
cultural prosperity of the country of the present deforestation. 

I would recommend that 5002. per annum be granted from the 
public works extraordinary vote for formation of plantations 
wherever water, && are available, and this in a few years would 
prove a most profitable investment. 

One cannot help, in constantly travelling about the territory, 
being impressed with its (generally speaking) glorious climate 
and bright prospects, with its grand facilities for ranching, &c. and 
the more one becomes attached to the Qolony the more one feels 
" the pity of i t" that this evil should he permitted to continue. ^ 

I may say, in conclusion, that in addition to my regular duties 
during last financial rear, I performed the duty of secretary to 
the Commission which sat in the Protectorate to deoide upon the 
delimitation of Khatna's southern boundary. 

I have, &c 
F . W . PANZXBA, Major. 

Government Engineer Officer, 
To the Colonial Secretary, British Bechuanaland. 

British Bechuanaland. 


