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No. 688. 

B E C H U A N A L A N D PRO 
ffmgymr\r% A five* 

(For Beport for 1906-6, M# NO, 517.) 

THB HIGH COMMI8SIONBB TO TBB SBCBETABT o t STATB. 

High Commiittoner'i Office, 
iTahenntifHirgi 

2nd Septeniber, 1907* 
Mr LOBD, 

I hare the honour to transmit to you the accompanying 
Blue Book of the Beohuanaland Protectorate for the year 
1906-1907, together with the covering report of the Government 
Secretary* 

I hare, Ac, 
SBLBOBKB, 

High Commissioner. 
The Bight Honourable 

The Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, 
ICG., G.C.S.I., 

&c, &c, &c. 
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R E P O R T O H T H E B E C H U A N A L A N D P E C 
T E C T O R A T E BLUE B O O K F O B T B I T E A S 1906-7. 

FINANCIAL. 

R B T B X U E AMD E X P B M D I T U B * . 

The revenue collected during the year ended 81st March, 1907, 
Amounted to aturn of £29,047 5s. 1 ld.t being £47 5s. 114. more 
than WM estimated, and the expenditure came to £77,111 16«., 
showing a saving on the approved estimates o! £1,525 As. 

The resulting deficiency was met by an Imperial grant in aid 
of £44,000. 

The following table shows the revenue collected during the 
past five years:— 

— 1902-8. 1908-4. 1904-6. 1906-6. 1906-7. 

£ £ £ £ £ 
Customs ... ••• 12,899 18.366 9,867 9,764 9,821 
Hat tax ... ••• 9,446 10,666 11,629 11,268 11,606 
liicenoes ... ••• 1,964 2,497 2,688 2,616 2,716 
Beventie stamps ... « » • 196 246 291 246 282 
Posts ••• «•« ••• ••• 8,638 8,883 3,861 3,887 8,860 
Sales of Government pro- 678 489 617 810 840 
Sundries ••• «*« 2,816 1,468 2,483 1,168 982 

Total ••• 80,981 82,443 80,776 28,653 29,047 

The sum collected under the head of Customs, although 
slightly in excess of that of the previous year, cannot be 
considered satisfactory, particularly when it is remembered that 
in the total is an amount of £450 derived from the imposi
tion of a new duty of 9*. per imperial proof gallon on colonial 
spirits distilled from the produce of the vine imported into the 
Protectorate. Had it not been for this unexpected addition, 
there would have been a serious shortfall under this head* 

The figures for the years 1902-3 and 1903-4 are unduly large 
owing to replenishment of exhausted stocks depleted during the 
war and to the steps taken by traders in the Protectorate,*-in 
common with commercial houses throughout South Africa to 
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put their businesses in a position to cope with the expansion of 
trade which all anticipated would follow the termination of 
hostilities. That severe depression, instead of commercial 
activity, was what actually occurred is well known to everyone, 
and has been faithfully evidenced by the revenue returns of all 
the South African colonies and territories during the past two 
or three years. The Protectorate' suffered in common with the 
rest of South Africa from the collapse in trade and scarcity of 
money, but not, I think, to a very serious extent, and it is to 
another oause that one must look for an explanation of the fact 
that the receipts from Customs do not increase as they might be 
expected to do, and as the amount paid for licences (which may, 
I think, be regarded to a certain extent as a barometer of trade) 
indicates should be the case. 

The true reason, I believe, to be a steady increase in the 
importation of articles grown, produced, or manufactured within 
tbe South African Customs Union which under the Convention 
are admitted duty free. Unfortunately, prior to the establish
ment of the South African Customs Statistical Bureau in July, 
1905, little was done to obtain statistics bearing on the subject, 
but such information as is obtainable points to the conclusion 
mentioned. 

The figures published by the Statistical Bureau show that 
during the year ended the 31st of December, 1906, the total 
Imports into the Protectorate amounted in value to £118,322, of 
which no less than £44,636 represents the value of articles 
produced or manufactured within the Customs Union. Some of 
the items which go to make up the return are interesting and 
instructive. Thus it appears that of articles of food and drink, 
British South Africa was able to supply £619 worth of beer 
as against £156 worth from oversea ; £523 worth of coffee as 
against £ 9 2 0 ; £16,892 worth of corn and grain as compared 
with £ 1 8 0 ; fish, preserved, £208 as against £ 1 0 : brandy £1,097 
as against £104, and sugar £4,551 as against £899 . Amongst 
other items I find furniture, South African, £266, oversea £ 6 4 8 ; 
boots and shoes, South African, £844 , oversea £ 2 , 8 1 9 ; saddlery 
and harness, South African, £242 , oversea £ 1 1 3 ; matches, 
South African, £314. oversea £ 4 ; tobacco, South African, 
£1,290, oversea £455 , and soap, South African, £805 , oversea 
£996. It will appear clearly from these figures that however 
valuable and important to the Protectorate is its inclusion in the 
South African Customs Union, the tariff framed under the 
Convention is by no means an unqualified success, regarded 
simply as a means of providing revenue. As a matter of fact, 
excepting for the clothes upon his back, which so far do not 
appear to be manufactured: in South Africa, the person of 
simple tastes who does not desire American or Egyptian tobacco, 
Java coffee, China tea, French brandy, Scotch whisky, or West 
Indian sugar, practically escapes taxation under the present 
Customs union tariff. 
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The expenditure incurred during the pert fire years is shown 
in the following tehk:— 

1908-8. 1908-4. 1904-6. 1906-6. 1906-7. 

Pensions ••• 
Resident Commissioner ... 
IJS^S! •*• 
District administration 
Posts ••• ••• 
OnstouEis ... ••• 
Polios ••• ••• ••• 
Miscellaneous 
Public works, recurrent ... 
Public works, extraordinary 
Medical ••• 
Rinderpest ••• ... 
Railway subsidy 
Demarcation or boundary 
Education ... 
Despatch vessels 
Census ••• 
Veterinary ... 
High Commissioner'* visit... 

Total 

£ • 
474 

8,872 
1,868 
8,068 
2,684 

407 
89,760 
8,186 
1,446 
1,808 

868 
398 

20,000 
988 

78,590 

£ 
644 

8,497 
1,462 
8,081 
2,618 

407 
82,841 
8,898 
1,604 
4,602 

497 
576 

20,000 
7,922 

600 

£ 
» 618 

8,789 
1,785 
8,472 
2,994 

418 
84,616 
8,802 
1,717 
8,618 

621 
98 

20,000 
123 
660 

"l55 

82,938 \ 78,261 

£ 
676 

8,608 
1,688 
8,881 
2,490 

241 
88,325 
8,884 
1,860 
1,688 

826 

2ojo00 
869 
823 

689 

74,788 

£ 
660 

8,644 
1,511 
8,492 
2,546 

240 
86,040 
8,416 
1,710 
1,902 

404 

2o](X)0 

l is 

781 
1,182 

77,111 

These figures do not call for particular comment. They show 
an increase of expenditure for tne year 1U06 of £2,328 over that 
of the previous year which is attributable to the necessity of 
increasing the number of, and providing additional equipment 
for, the Police in connection with affairs in Ngamiiand, and to 
the cost of the High Commissioner's visit to the Protectorate. 

The year 1906-7 sees the last payment of the full £20,000 as 
Railway Subsidy and by September, 1908, the last payment in 
this connection will have been mode. With the disappearance of 
this item and the increase of the Hut Tax from ten shillings to 
one pound per hut, a very material reduction in the annual 
Grant-in-Aid will, it is hoped, be possible. At the same time in a 
territory the size of the Beohuanaland Protectorate,-—it is seldom 
realised that it actually equals the Capo Colony in extent,—and 
in a country of its slight development, it is especially true that it 
is the unexpected that happens and prophecy, always a risky 
matter, becomes particularly hazardous. 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

On the 31st of March, 1907, the excess of assets over liabilities 
amounted to £4,826 13*. Id., making a reduction of approxi
mately £4,000 from the figures of the previous year. 
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PUBLIC DEBT. 

The Bechuanaland Proteotorate ie in the enviable position of 
baring no publio debt. Unfortunately, however, thii state of -
affairs it not attributable to a nice adjustment between local 
revenue and expenditure, but to tjMtfaot that an Imperial grant 
ii made annually toward* the ooftifc of adminiftration. 

PUBLIC WOBKS. 

Police barracks were built at Molapolole, in place of huts 
which were aocidently destroyed by nre, at a cost of £ 2 0 0 ; 
additional rooms were added to existing buildings at Francistown 
at a cost of £ 1 9 6 ; at Gaberones a wagon shea, a stable, and a 
bathroom at the hospital were erected tor £ 3 9 1 ; and a sum of 
£619 4«. lOd. was spent in providing a supply of water for the 
station at Gaberones. 

With reference to the last item only partial success has 
been achieved. For years the only water supply has been 
obtained from a well sunk on the bank of the Notwani River— 
a river in name only excepting during a few weeks in the 
year—from which it was pumped by hand and subsequently 
distributed by means of a water cart drawn by oxen to the 
various Government buildings and quarters nearly a mile 
away. It was hoped that water might be found by sinking 
with a jumper drill at some spot near the camp, and, it possible, 
at a higher level from which distribution could be effected, after 
first pumping into a tank, by gravitation. The Government 
owns 3,000 morgen (6,000 acres) round Gaberones the value of 
which would have been greatly increased had a good supply of 
water been found away from the river bed. Authonty was accord
ingly sought, and obtained to incur the necessary expenditure 
and a contract was made with a Water Boring Syndicate to 
sink for water at such spots a* should be pointed out. Un
fortunately the search proved futile. Several likely places 
were chosen and bore holes put down, but in no case was any 
water found before striking granite—the bed rock of the country 
—in which it is hopeless to look for it. The money spent on 
actual boring was of course wasted—except for the information 
and experienced gained—but with the balance some useful work 
was carried out. The old well on the Notwani was deepened 
and repaired and a windmill pump was erected which pumps the 
water up into a service tank erected in the camp from which it 
is taken by pipes to the various buildings. 

LEGISLATION. 

By Order in Council of the 9th of May, 1891, power was 
conferred upon the High Commissioner for South Africa to 
legislate by Proclamation in the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 
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In the exeroife of thii authority the following ProclAmAtions 
were issued by His Excellency daring the year 1906-7. 

1906. 
No. S. 12th MAT, 19<>6.—Applying the " Estates AdminiatrA-

tion Act, 1895,** of $ 4 Gap* Colony. 
No. 6, 99th MAT, 1906.—Making provision to check the 

aestrucuon ox giraire* 
No. 6,19th Jane, 1906.—Amending Proclamation No. 5. 
No. 9, 24th June, 1906.—Customs—repealing existing law 

and publishing new Tariff. 
No. 11, 20th June, 1906.—Providing for compulsory attend

ance of witnesses from neighbouring Colonies. 
No. 17a, 19th July, 1906.—Declaring certain marriages to be 

valid. 
No. 21, 14th September, 1906.—Repealing Proclamation of 

the 30th June, 1891. 
No. 23, 9th October, 1906.—Prohibiting the introduction of 

dogs from German South-West Africa. 
No. 26, 6th December, 1906.—Providing for the detention of 

Sekgoma. 
No. 26, 6th December, 1906.—Providing for the granting of 

Pensions. 
No. 28, 22nd December, 1906.—Amending Proclamation 

No. 9 of 1906. 
1907. 

No. L 1st January, 1907.—Increasing the amount payable as 
Hut Tax. 

No. 2, 6th January, 1907.—Providing for the prevention of 
the destruction of game. 

No. 3,14th February, 1907.—Amending Proclamation No. 2. 
No. 7, 28th February, 1907.—Providing for the Registration 

of brands. 
Proclamation No. 26 of 1906, which provides for the granting 

of pensions and superannuation and other allowances to 
Europeans in the service of the Protectorate, has afforded very 
great satisfaction to all concerned. Owing to the length of 
time which bad elapsed since the present Administration was 
established, in November, 1895, and to the fact that several 
officials in the Protectorate had previously been the holders of 

Srosionable offices in the old Crown Colony of British 
echuanalard, the absence of a Pensions Proclamation had for 

long been regarded with a concern which has now been'happily 
removed. 

Proclamation No. 1 of 1907 provides for the increase of the 
amount payable at hut tax from 10#, to £ l , It was felt that 
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ample notice of the increase should be given, and although the 
Proclamation was published last January, the change will not 
actually take place until next year. 

Prior to the issue of the Proclamation, the Resident Com
missioner visited each of the paramount chiefs (excepting 
Mathibi in Ngamiiand), and explained to them and their people 
assembled in " kgotla the intentions of the Government in the 
matter. The news, although naturally not of a character 
oalculated to please, was everywhere received without any mani
festations of serious objection. The natives evidently feel that 
they have been fortunate in only having had to pay 10*. in the 
past and are prepared with cheerful resignation to pay the 
larger sum in future. 

EDUCATION. 

Little actual progress in education can be recorded during the 
year. A s on previous occasions, a grant of £650 was made to 
the London Missionary Society in aid of their schools in the 
Protectorate and of the Industrial Training Institute at Tiger 
Kloof near Vryburg in the Cape Colony. A sum of £100 was 
also paid to the Dutch Reformed Church Mission, which has for 
long carried on educational work in the Bakhatla Reserve. 

During the year an interesting report on education in the 
Protectorate was prepared by Mr. E. B. Sargant, at one time 
Educational Adviser to the High Commissioner. In Mr. Sargant's 
opinion the principal want is an adequate supply of natives 
sufficiently advanced to efficiently perform the duties of teachers, 
and he submitted proposals for the training of such teachers. 

The matter is under consideration, but as yet nothing definite 
has been decided on. 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 
As has already been mentioned in this report, the total value 

of Imports into the Protectorate during the year ended the 
31st of December last amounted to £118,322. 

According to figures pnpplied by the South African Customs 
Statistical Bureau, the value of articles exported during the 
same period totalled £41,516. To this, however, should be 
added the value of 3,622 haad of cattle which were exported 
during die same period, but which do not appear in the return. 
Ten pounds a head woiul probably be a reasonable value to put 
upon them, which brings tne total value of exports to £77,736, 
being £40,586 less than the imports. 

nm B 
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GENERAL. 

Unlike the year 1905-6, the period covered by this report 
was one of considerable importance in the history of the 
Protectorate. 

Early in the year the High Commissioner paid a visit to the 
territory. His Excellency proceeded to Crocodile Pools by rail, 
and there, on the 14th of April, he met the chiefs of the Southern 
Protectorate. The meeting was an impressive one, both on 
account of the numbers present and of the evident enthusiasm 
with which they welcomed the representative of His Majesty 
the King. Each chief, subsequently to the public meeting, was 
received privately by Lord Selborne, with whom he discussed 
various matters affecting himself and his people. Later, the 
High Commissioner travelled by rail to Palapye Road, from 
which place he drove to Serowe, Khama's capital, a native 
town containing, it is estimated, 17,000 inhabitants. The 
Bamangwato gave the High Commissioner a most enthusiastic 
greeting, lining the road in masses and cheering and clapping 
weir hands as His Excellency passed. After a stay of three 
or four days at Serowe, Lord Selborne proceeded to Franoistown, 
the only European town—or village as it should now properly 
be called—in the Protectorate. A stay of a few days, of which 
a couple were devoted to shooting in the neighbourhood, brought 
the visit to a close, and the High Commissioner returned by 
train to Johannesburg. 

The chiefs and people were delighted at the opportunity of 
seeing and meeting His Majesty's representative, and the event 
is one which they will remember and of which they will speak 
for years. 

A question of the succession to the chieftainship of the 
Batawana, the tribe occupying the region of Lake Ngami, 
became acute in the early part of the year, and led to the 
Resident Commissioner personally visiting the lake. This 
necessitated a long and wearisome journey of over 500 miles 
by vagon across the Kalahari Desert. After completing his 
task in Ngamiland, Mr. Williams trekked from the Botletie 
River, through country scarcely ever before traversed by 
Europeans, to the Chobe, which he followed to its junction with 
the Zambesi at Kasingiila, and from there he proceeded to the 
Victoria Falls. From the Falls, a comfortable journey of less 
than 48 hours by rail, saw him back in Mafeking after an 
absence of nearly four months. 

During his absence, Mr. Williams had been offered the 
appointment of Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Windward Islands, and very soon after his return to Mafeking 
he proceeded to England on leave prior to taking up his new 
appointment. 
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He WM succeeded as Resident Commissioner by Lieutenant-
Colonel Panzera who, since August, 1901, had been Assistant 
Commissioner in the Northern Protectorate. Captain Daniel, 
previously an Inspector in the Police, succeeded as Assistant 
Commissioner, and his step enabled Sub-Inspector Merry, who 
as Acting Magistrate in Ngamiiand had done good service under 
difficult conditions, to be promoted to Inspector. These appoint
ment* giving, as they do, promotion to quite a considerable 
proportion of the small Protectorate service, have naturally 
given much satisfaction. Of the general condition of the 
Beohuanaland Protectorate there is little to report. 

Thanks to stringent regulations, carried out as strictly as the 
means available allow of, succesroontinued to attend the eff 
of the Administration to save the country from an invasion OJL 
East Coast fever. The disease has been got under complete 
control in Rhodesia, once regarded as our principal source of 
danger, but its increase in the Western Transvaal has added to 
the risk of introduction from that colony. 

The natives have again succeeded in reaping crops which, if 
not abundant, have, at any rate, put them beyond any fear of 
actual want. At one time, thanks to unusually good rains, it 
appeared that the harvest would have been better than for many 
years, but, unfortunately, locusts, a scourge under which all 
south Africa is at present suffering, destroyed a great many of 
the crops. 

BARRY MAT, 
Government Secretary. 

Mafeking, 
10e/i August, 1907. 
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The following recent reports relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page «— 

ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, Ac. Tear. 

608 Somalfland ••• ••• ••• «•• 1905-1906 
509 Fiji ... ... tee * tee ••• as* *<•• 1905 
510 St. Vincent «** ••• ••• • •# 1906-1906 
511 Starr* Leone ... eat ••• ••• **t 1905 
61S Southern Niger!* ••• •*• • •• • *• • •• If 
618 Besntolaad ... ••• tee ... 1906-1906 
514 British Gciaas... ... • •• • ... 

1906 515 British Honduras • ... ... 1906 
516 
617 

NortbwNiyri* ... • •• 
••• 

... ... ••• • •. 
• •• 

1905-1906 
99* 

618 Lsswefd Tiflwr̂ f tee •** ... ... ••• It 
619 ... If 
430 *•* • • t ••• 
521 
621 lalSsadlsWls 

••• 
••• ee» 

**• 
••• ••• 

ft 
ft 
ft 528 Ashanti **» ... 
ft 
ft 
ft 

624 Jamaica •»# •** mmm ... • *• 1906-1906 
525 Uganda ... ... e.e • •• ••a 
628 St. Helena est ••• • •• •* • 1906 
527 Ceylon *•• ••• • • •• ft 
628 Bermuda ••# ••• • •* •I 

II 629 Gibraltar ••• * • « ••• ••• 
•I 
II 

680 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast •*» •et . II 
II 681 Sierra Leone est • «• •*• 
II 
II 

582 Colonial Survey Committee *•* ... *•• 1906-1907 
588 Weihaiwei ** ... ••• 1906 
584 Gold Coast • •* • •• *e* • : II 
586 Malta ... ... ••• ••• • 9 . • *e 1906-1907 
586 Gambia ... • *• **# f t* • • t 1906 
687 British Central Africa Protectorate... ... 1906-1907 

86 
86 

87 
88 
89 
40 
41 
42 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis 
West Indies 

Ceylon ... ... 
St. Helen* see 
Jamaica •ea *** 
Northern Nigeria 
East Africa Protectorate 
Ceylon »*• ate 

Sugar. 
Work of Imperial Department of 

Agriculture. 
Mineral Survey, 1904-5. 
Agricnltnre* 
Cayman Islands. 
Taxation of Natives. 
Report on Kenia Forests. 
Mineral Survey, 190&-6. 


