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No. 773. 

B E C K U A N A L A N D P R O 
T E C T O R A T E . 
f(F<rr Report for 1911-12, nee No. 728.) 

THE H I G H COMMISSIONER TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 

High Commissioner's Office, 
Pretoria, 

October 9th, 1913. 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you the accompanying' 
copy of a despatch from the Acting Resident Commissioner of the 
Beehuanaland Protectorate forwarding the Annual Report and 
Blue Book for the financial year ended March 31st, 1913. 

I have & c , 

G L A D S T O N E , 

High Commissioner. 
The Right Honourable 

Lewis Harcourt, M.P. , 
& c , &c , &c. 

Enclosure. 

Resident Commissioner's Office, 
Mafeking, 
September 25tli, 1913. 

M Y LORD, 
I HAVE the honour to forward the Blue Book of the 

Bechuanaland Protectorate together with the Acting Government 
Secretary's Report thereon for the year 1912-13. 

I have, &c , 
J . C. MACGREGOR, 

Acting Resident Commissioner. 
His Excellency 

The High Commissioner, 
Pretoria. 

(32864—2.) Wt. 35104—688, 1 1 2 5 k <JU. 11.13. I) A: S. 
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FINANCIAL. 

During the financial year ended the 31st of March, 1913, the 
revenue collected in the Protectorate amounted to a sum of 
£'G2,11.4, and the expenditure incurred during the same period 
was £62,393. The net deficit for the year was therefore only 
£279, which was met out of the balance available on the 1st of 
April, 1912, amounting to £29,470. 

This is the first year in the history of the Protectorate that the 
Administration did not receive a grant-in-aid from the Imperial 
Parliament. 

The following table shows the revenue collected during the 
past five years : — 

Customs 
Hut-tax 
Licences... 
Revenue stamps 
Posts ••• •. • ••• ••• 
Sales of Government property 
Quit-rent, lease-rent, and trans

fer duty. 
Fines and fees ... 
Sundries. 

Total 

11)08-9. i 1909 10. 1910-11. 11911-12. 1912-13. 

£ 
8,572 

26,656 
2,912 

385 
3,074 

64 

987 

£ I £ £ 1 £ 
10,543 j 12 007 1 13,287 ! 13,829 
29,980 29,994 34,365 ! 35,743 

2,473 3,111 3,732 j 3,915 
367 416 640 495 

4,879 i 4,805 , 5,073 i 5,742 
142 

42,050 49,788 

432 532 

1,404 ! 1,302 1,676 

52,067 59,305 

510 
714 

816 
350 

62,114 

It will be seen that there was an increase of £2,809 on the 
revenue collected during the previous year, which was distributed 
over all the heads of receipt with The exception of revenue stamps, 
and sales of Government property. Under both these heads there 
was a slight falling off. The sums collected in previous years 
under the heads "Quit-rent, lease-rent and transfer duty / ' and 
'k Fines uid fees were included in the head " Sundries," which 
is split up this year for the first time. 

The gradual rise in the prosperity of the Territory is due this 
year, as last, to the export of slaughter cattle to the Union 
markets, principally to Johannesburg, and to a lesser extent to 
Kimberley. During the year, from the 1st of April, 1912, to the 
31st of March, 1913, 13,343 head of cattle were exported to the 
Union of South Africa, an increase of about 1,500 head on the 
previous year's export. In addition, 2,330 slaughtered carcases 
of cattle were sent to Bulawayo during the yea]': the importation 
of live cattle from the Beehuanaland Protectorate not being per
mitted by the Administration of Southern Khodesia. 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1912-1913. 



BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE, 1912-13. 

The revenue from Customs still depends on that obtained in the 
Union of South Africa from the same source, under the agree
ment of the 29th of June, 1910, whereby 27622 per cent of the 
total customs revenue of the Union is paid to this Administration. 
The same percentage of the cigarette excise of the Union is re
ceived by the Protectorate and all duties of excise and customs 
actually collected in the Protectorate are paid to the Union 
Government; so that the revenue brought to account under the 
head " Customs " is no index to the amount or value of dutiable 
goods imported to the Protectorate during the year 

The revenue derived from Hut-tax steadily increases, owing 
largely to the markets open to Ibe natives for their surplus stock, 
and in a lesser degree to the gradually increasing number of 
the younger and poorer natives who seek employment beyond the 
borders of the Territory. 

The increases under the heads Licences and Posts are due to the 
gradual augmentation of the general business of the Territory. 

Under the head " Sales of Government property 9 9 is included a 
sum of <£284 received for ammunition sold to various rifle clubs in 
the Territory. 

Receipts grouped under the head " Sundries 9 9 in former years 
were this year sub-divided into " Quit-rent, lease-rent and transfer 
duty," " Fines and fees," and " Sundries." Of the £350 re
ceived under the last-named head, the sum of £150 was interest 
on £10,000 placed on fixed deposit with the Standard Bank. 

The expenditure incurred during the past five years is shown in 
the following table: — 

1908-9. 1909-10. 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 

Pensions 
Resident Commissioner 
Legal 
District Administration 
Posts 
Customs... 
Police 
Miscellaneous 
Public works recurrent 
Public works extrac rdinary 
Medical 
Railway subsidy 
Education 
Veterinary 
Destruction of pests ... 
Census ... 

>r 
••• ••• 

m 
* • • • • • *•« 

•M • • • 

••• •*. ••• * •. 
. . . ••« 

. . • • * * 

». • . * • 
• # • • • • 

*. * # • • 

Total ... 

£ 
908 

3,854 
1,720 
3,584 
2,492 

270 
39,559 
5,807 
2,081 
3,877 

696 
8,333 
1,000 
1039 

581 

75,801 

£ 
1,092 
4,042 
1,077 
3,999 
2,640 

218 
37,832 

6,119 
2,298 
1,857 

494 

999 
2,1,01 

65,268 

£ 
1,075 
4,054 
1,138 
4,008 
2,608 

94 
37,016 
6,245 
1,934 
2,859 
1,110 

1,100 
1,549 

64,790 

£ 
1,075 
4,302 
3,848 
4,145 
2,631 

50 
34,749 

6,124 
1,998 
2,724 

702 

1,169 
1,798 

620 

65,935 

£ 
1,109 
4,033 
1,601 
4,254 
2,671 

50 
34,795 

6,604 
2,252 
1,749 

444 

1,185 
1,046 

62,393 

These figures show a substantial decrease during the period 
and a reduction this year of ,.t'!J,542 on the preceding year. 

ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

There being no Imperial grant-in-aid, the excess of assets over 
liabilities was decreased by the amount of the deficit for the year, 

323fi<! A 2 
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PUBLIC WORKS. 

These were of no great importance. A house in Mafeking was 
bou/ht for the Government Secretary at a cost of <£9G0; a cottage 
was built for a Stock Inspector at Serowe; various additions were 
made to police quarters all over the Protectorate, and the Admini
stration bore half the cost of demarcating the southern boundary 
of the Bangwaketsi Reserve. 

LEGISLATION. 

The Fencing Act (No. 30 of 1883) of the Cape of Good Hope 
was applied to the British South Africa Company's land known as 
the Gaberones Block, which is being occupied gradually by 
European settlers, and also to the farm Hildavale in the Southern 
Protectorate. 

The Uniled Kingdom Copyright Act, 1911, was declared to 
be in operation in the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 

A proclamation was issued prohibiting the importation or sale 
of indecent or obscene publications. 

A new court was constituted in the Territory, to be called the 
"Special Court of the Bechuanaland Protectorate," consisting 
of a President appointed by the High Commissioner (who must be 
a Judge of the Supreme Court of the Union of South Africa, or of 
the High Court of one of the South African Territories, or an 
advocate duly admitted to practice in any such Cour v , and any 
two Assistant Commissioners nominated in writing by the Resident 
Commissioner. 

This Court has jurisdiction in civil actions in which either party 
is a European, and in whi h the claim or value of any property 
in dispute exceeds one thousand pounds: and in actions for divorce 
or for a declaration of nullity of marriage; and in certain criminal 
cases of a serious nature. 

Provision was made for appeals to His Majesty in Council 
from the Specal Court of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and from 
the Court of the Resident Commissioner of the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate. 

A proclamation was issued amending the law relating to the 
prevention of diseases among animals, and giving wide powers to 
the Resident Commissioner and to the Government Veterinary 
Officer to enable outbreaks of infectious or contagious diseases 
among stock to be efficiently cop »d with. 

viz.:—£279. The excess of assets over liabilities on the 31st 
of March, 1913, was £26,674. 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

There is no p• ilic debt, the deficiency in revenue in past years 
being met by an Imperial grant-in-aid. 
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EDUCATION. 

Grants were made during the year of £600 to the London 
Missionary Society, £150 to the Dutch Reformed Church Mission, 
and £150 to the Tiger Kloof Native Institution, in addition to 
other smaller grants to various European and native schools. 
The grant to the London Missionary Society is divided by that 
body among the various centres at which it carries on educational 
work, and in the Southern District of the Protectorate, the grant 
is merged with the contributions of the Bangwaketsi and Bakwena 
tribes, and administered by the Education Committees of those 
tribes, consisting of the Assistant Commissioner of the District as 
Ch° : nian , the Resident Missionary as Secretary, the Chief, and a 
representative of the tribe. In the Bangwaketsi tribe, a balance 
of £248 8*. b<L of the voluntary contributions was brought for
ward on the 1st April, 1912, and £210 lis. Od. was contributed 
by that tribe during the year. The Bakwena started with a 
balance of £299 0s. 4d. at the commencement of the year and 
contributed £275 18*. Od. during the year. The Bamalete con
tributed £192 l.v. Id. towards the cost of education during the 
year. 

The scheme of voluntary contributions to the cost of education 
and management by local committees has not yet been adopted by 
the tribes in the Northern Protectorate. 

There are 27 native youths from the Protectorate receiving 
technical and other instruction at the Native Institution 
established by the London Missionary Society at Tiger Kloof near 
Vryburg in the Cape Province. 

The Inspector of Schools, in his annual report, states that with 
few exceptions the schools in the Protectorate show steady im
provement, particularly in the Southern Protectorate, but that, 
taking into consideration th: r;!icrt school life of the pupils, any 
advanced type of education is not to be looked for. 

At the school for European children at Serowe, which received 
a grant-in-aid of £125, nearly thirty children are being educated. 
The local subscriptions towards the expenses amounted to £127. 
The average attendance per diem was 22*6. 

At Eraneistown there is a small school for European children. 
The fees collected amounted to £43, and the Government grant 
was £80. The Tati Concessions, Limited, made good the de
ficiency of £10 ll.v. i)d. incurred during the year. 

A grant of £50 was made to a small school for the children of 
railway employees at Mahalapye. 

AGRICULTURE. 

With the ex. eption of the northern part of the Tati District 
the Protectorate is essentially a pastoral and not an agricultural 
country. The natives, however, wherever and whenever possible, 
raise scanty crops of kaffii corn and maize. Their crops this 
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y e w were m much a failure as last, owing to the drought, the 
average rainfall for the year throughout the territory being below 
14 inches. 

The cattle in the Protectorate suffered from no serious out
breaks of disease during the year. Pleuro-pneumonia still exists 
in parts of the Bamangwato reserve, but the disease is being 
generally eradicated .and'is kept in control by means of inocula
tion, quarantine camps, and the destruction of infected cattle. 

GENERAL, 

There were no events of marked importance during the year. 
The rise of the Bechuana in the scale of civilisation will be slow. 

VERNON EASON, 

Acting Government Secretary. 
15th August, 1913. 


