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No. 060-

B E C H U A N A L A N D P R O 
T E C T O R A T E . 

(For Report for 1915-16 toe No. 898.) 

# • ! • KM i ini— i ,•milium) , i n n * 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1916-17. 

I.—FINANCIAL. 
The revenue and expenditure provided for in the Estimates for 

1916-17 were, respectively, £66,365 and £70,484, showing an 
estimated deficit of £4,119. The actual revenue and expenditure 
amounted to £69,347 11*. Zd., and £65,076 14*. id., showing a surplus 
of revenue over expenditure of £4,270 16*. llrf. The Territory is 
therefore by £ 3 , 3 4 9 in a better position than was anticipated when the 
Estimates were framed. * " 

This is the second year in which the revenue of the Territory has 
exceeded the expenditure. The present financial position is not due 
to any abnormal prosperity in the country itself, out, in general, to 
increased Customs ana licence revenue, to savings in salaries under 
various heads, and, in view of the European War and of the consequent 
high cost of certain materials, to the abandonment of some proposed 
public works. 

Every item under the head " Customs " is in excess of that for the 
previous vear, and the increased licence revenue is due mainly tc the 
raising of the amount payable for a "General Trader's" licence from 
£10 to £20 from the 1st January, 1917. 

The year under review was the first during which " Cattle Export 
Duty" was, by virtue of High Commissioner's Proclamation No. 12 
of 1916, collected in the Territory. 

The following tables show the revenue and expenditure under their 
different heads during the last three years:— 

REVENUE. 

1914-15 1915-16 1916-17 

£ £ £ 
1. Customs 11,299 15,066 16,489 
2. Hut-Tax 31,844 39,854 36,462 
3. Licences . . 3,776 3,488 4,916 
4. Revenue Stamps 520 895 365 
5. Posts 6,952 6,891 6,598 
6. Sales of Government Property 416 315 265 
7. Rentals and Transfer Duty 388 2,473 570 
8. Judicial Fines.. . . . . 311 593 479 
9. Miscellaneous 908 648 829 

10. Cattle Export Duty — — 2,385 

Total £56,414 £70,223 £69,348 

(C482) Wt.47019/1090. 1,000 & 00. 2.18. B.AF.JLtd. Gp.11/2. 
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EXPENDITURE. 

1014-15 1015-16 1016-17 

£ £ £ 
Pensions 1,666 1,660 2,446 
Resident Commissioner 4.205 4,040 3,328 
Legal 2,023 2,420 2,178 
District Administration 5,387 5,765 5,870 
Posts 2,700 2,710 2,801 
Customs 50 50 50 
Police 36,571 34,662 32,345 
Miscellaneous 7,272 7,222 7,843 
Public Works Recurrent 3,280 3,088 2,471 
Public Works Extraordinary 2,843 2,362 1,210 
Medical . . 540 775 771 
Education . . . . 1.383 1,441 1.387 
Veterinary 3,224 2,500 2,358 

Total £71,234 £68,622 £65,07C 

The excess of assets over liabilities on the 31st day of March, 1917, 
was £16,115 10*. U. 

II—TRADI, AGRICULTURE, AM) INDUSTRIES. 
There are no available statistics as to the imports and exports of 

the Bechuanaland Protectorate, the duty on imported articles being 
collected at the coast ports and merged in the General Customs Revenue 
of the Union of South Africa, the Protectorate eventually receiving its 
share, calculated on a basis agreed upon. 

The Territory is chiefly a pastoral and not an agricultural one, the 
rainfall being very uncertain and uneven in its distribution: and 
although the drought was not so severe during the period under review, 
yet traders imported many thousands of bap of maize and Kaffir 
corn for the natives, whose crops, more and more scanty during the 
last few years, were again a failure almost everywhere. 

Horned cattle, sheep, and goats are the staple products of the 
country, and these, together with money earned by natives with the 
South African native labour, at the mines, and elsewhere beyond the 
borders of the Territory, constitute the main purchasing power of 
the people, 

A considerable quantity of cream was exported during the year by 
farmers and by the more enlightened natives within reach of the 
railway line; also a large quantity of cheese manufactured on one of 
the Lobatsi farms, in the southern district of the Protectorate; and 
several hundred thousand tons of fire-wood from the same district. 

A quantity of naves, felloes, spokes, etc, said to be second to none 
in the South African waggon-building trade, were manufactured by an 
enterprising firm in the Southern Protectorate out of a species of tree 
commonly known in the Territory as " wild syringa," the native name 
for which is " Monato " ; care is taken, however, that no timber is 
felled in any of the native reserves and on Crown lands. 

In the north, the native inhabitants of the Territory are quietly 
pushing on a little industry of their own, viz., the manufacture of 
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wooden animals, reptiles, miniature chairs, etc., for which they find 
ready purchasers among passengers on the Cape to Cairo railway line. 

In the north, also, mining has been carried on by the Tati Company, 
Limited, within an area known as the Tati District, which resulted in 
an output of 7,958 02. of gold, and 1,865 oz. of silver, of a total value 
of £33,24510*. 4d. 

t 
III.-L1GISLATION. 

The»High Commissioner for South Africa legislates for the Bechuana-
land Protectorate by Proclamation, and various Proclamations were 
promulgated during the year. 

IV.-EDUCATION. 
The amount grant* d to schools during the year was £1,360 and the 

amount actually spnt £1,297 10*. 
During the period under review there were in the Territory six 

schools for European children, which were attended by 103 pupils, and 
the approximate number of native pupils who attended the 51 schools 
open to them was 2,857. 

Native schools fluctuate enormously according to the season; for 
instance, a school which, at full strength, contains 300 pupils, may, 
between the ploughing and reaping seasons, be reduced to 20 or 30 
pupils; taking this into consideration, any advanced type of education 
m not to be looked for within the Territory, and parents whose desire 
it is that their children should receive higher education than the local 
schools can provide, send them to training institutions within the 
Union of South Africa. 

The Bakwena, Bangwaketse, and Bamalete tribes still contribute 
voluntarily towards education in their respective reserves; they 
deserve the utmost credit for this, and it is a matter for regret that, 
so far, none of the other tribes have followed their lead in this respect. 

V.-MEDICAL. 
There falls, in the first place, to be recorded a mild and generally 

favourable incidence as regards the prevailing disease, namely malaria— 
that is, within the old administrative bounds. Reports como in from 
remote and obscure places which point to variations in prevalence and 
severity: due partly to what may be stated as climatic and telluric 
influences. But this, notwithstanding the average conditions for the 
whole Territory, during the past year, have been favourable. 

Amongst the rank and file of the service the same disease continues 
to be the principal cause of illness, and, sometimes, temporary 
disablement. Officer of all grades, however, escaped with nothing 
worse than the recurrent attacks naoituai to oid residents. Tne state 
of health in such cases would be more aptly described as one of a 
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chronic state of remission of—rather than freedom from—disease; 
firing up, sow and again, subject to changes of weather, and a decline 
in resisting powers, to the level of a tertian or quartan, whilst the 
individual may be unconscious of the existence of disease till a 
characteristic state of cachexia declares i t 

An outbreak of smallpox—called Amaas—occurred last year at 
various places within the Territory, and assuming an epidemic form, 

f read so as to affect a largeproportion of the native population, 
hether it originated in the Protectorate or in'the Union of South 

Africa is not clear, but a particular wave of the disease swept across the 
Western Transvaal and the Protectorate. 

The steps taken by the Union Government along its border were 
prompt and effective. The Protectorate was looked to to co-operate 
within its borders by similar means. The Administration started a 
vaccination campaign under very great difficulties; and in a 
comparatively short tune a protected zone was created along the 
eastern border. Eventually the disease was confined within the 
particular area of invasion, tmd finally stamped out. 

Altogether, over 10,000 natives were vaccinated, whilst, probably, 
close upon 20,000 suffered from the disease; so that the chances of 
contagion from within or without, and of future epidemic outbreaks, 
are, for the present, reduced to a minimum. 

An important departure has been made, also, providing, so far as 
means will for the present allow, for the free treatment of indigent 
syphilitica. A quantity of mercurial ointment has been requisitioned 
for distribution by the magistrates, police, and missionaries, and other 
responsible persons—as may be called for. 

There are lean, if not indications, that syphilis is on the increase: 
so far, at least, as its remote effects are concerned, the number of 
exemptions from payment of Hut Tax, on account of the disease, 
hat gone up. 

The year certainly marks for this country two most important 
administrative steps: the vaccination of a large proportion of the 
native population, and the first real attempt to deal with the problem 
of syphilis. 

VI-VETERINARY. 
Contagion* Bovine Pleuro-pneumonia (Lungsickness).—This disease 

shows a considerable decrease on any previous year. During the 
period under review, 16 outbreaks of this disease occurred, involving 
1^23 animals; 85 cattle were destroyed according to the terms 
of Proclamation No. 2 of 1909, and for these £99 0«. 3d. was paid 
as compensation. All outbreaks occurred in the Serowe District, 
and were dealt with in one of the permanent quarantine camps, with 
the exception of one outbreak at Gadilrilwe, 20 miles west of Mahakpye, 
where a quarantine was established locally. 

For the second time, fox years past, the Protectorate was free from 
lungsiokness. The first time this occurred was in December, 1914, and 
lasted five days. 

During the present year from August, 1916, to feoruary, i&ii, there 
was no active lungsickness in the Protectorate. 
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A certain amount of inoculation of clean cattle was carried out, but, 
as can be easily understood, the work was retarded by inability to 
obtain virus. Including affected and clean cattle, 4,277 cattle were 
inoculated, of which 56 died from the effects of the inoculation, a loss 
of 11 per cent. The percentage of loss was 2 J at Gadikilwe, 1 at Serowe, 
and H at Leupane and Palapye Quarantines. 

Scab.—In the area of the southern border, to which the Scab 
Proclamation applies, there are 16 flocks, comprising 7,250 head of 
small stock, owned by Europeans, while those flocks owned by natives 
include 15,775 sheep and 16,658 goats. During the year all these 
animals were dipped under the supervision of a Scab Inspector. On 
3 J st March there were only 11 infected flocks, all of which were 
attended to during April. 

In June, 1916, the Scab Proclamation was brought into force in the 
Tati Company's territory, where there were approximately 14,900 goats 
and 8,150 sheep. A Stock Inspector was placed in charge of this 
work. Three tanks were put down in the Native Reserve by the 
Administration; the traders at Francistown constructed one for 
themselves while 10 dips were built by the farmers themselves. 
Although there is still a good deal of scab in the Territory, particularly 
among the native stock, there is no doubt that good work was done 
during the year. 

Export Small Stock.—A number of small stock from the Tati area 
and Northern Protectorate were, aftei careful dipping, sent to 
Rhodesia ; while from the whole of the Protectorate animal export to 
the Johannesburg abattoirs is rapidly increasing and had, on the 
31st March last, reached 25,000 head. 

Export of Cattle. —During the year 18,876 head of cattle were 
exported to the Johannesburg abattoirs, which centre continues to be 
our best market. The average price realised per head at Johannesburg 
is £7 10«. 

VII.-JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
Except as regards murder, culpable homicide, and theft of stock, 

there was a large falling off during the year in the number of criminal 
cases adjudicated upon by the Administration, the total number in 
1916-17 being 466, as against 844 in the previous year. 

There were five charges of murder: in two of them the accused 
were acquitted ; in two others the sentence was death : it was carried 
out in the one case, but commuted to imprisonment with hard labour • 
for two years in the other. In the fifth case a " Nolle prosequi " was 
entered. 

There were five cases of culpable homicide in four of which 
conviction followed, and there was one conviction for attempted murder. 

There were also 88 cases of theft of stock, with 57 convictions; 
47 offences against property (other than stock theft), with 33 
convictions; 34 offences against the person (other than homicide), 
with 25 convictions; and 285 other offences, in 242 of which 
convictions followed. 

Except in cases of homicide, the native chiefs exercise jurisdiction 
where members of their own tribes are solely concerned, and no record 
is kept of such cases. 
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VIII.-POSTAL STATISTICS. 
The Post Offices at Francistown and Serowe were raised to Money 

Order and Savings B ink Offices from the 1st January, 1917, and a 
Postal Agency Office was opened at Palla Road on the 1st July, 1916. 

The number of postal orders sold was 12,819, of the value of 
£6,438 0*. W., and 3,297, of the value of £2,386 9*. 6rf., paid. 

There were 12 Post Offices open in the Protectorate. No new figures 
relating to the number of letters, etc., received and despatched 
during the year under review, can be given, but a statement of the 
estimated number, as based on a count taken during September, 1915, 
is given for general information:—Posted: 214,864 letters, 6,760 post 
cards, 5,096 newspaper, 7,436 book packets, samples, and circulars, 
5,304 registered articles, 12,896 official letters and other articles, 
988 parcels, Received: 274,092 letters, 7,332 post cards, 68,640 
newspapers, 23,088 book packets, samples, and circulars, 3,640 parcels, 
5,096 registered articles, and 14,508 official letters and other articles. 

The value of postage stamps sold was £1,710 1*., less £112 13*. 2d. 
which represents the value of stamps affixed to postal orders in 
extension of value, etc., and which amount was refunded to the 
Postmaster-General of the Union of South Africa. 

Religious work was carried on in the Territory by representatives of 
various denominations: there are churches for Europeans at Francis-

denominations occasionally hold services for Europeans along the 
railway line, either in the dining-room of an hotel or in buildings 
temporarily placed at their disposal by officials of the Administration. 
As regards natives, each principal village has a spacious church-
building, paid for chiefly by the natives themselves, and places of 
worship are also to be found in the majority of the smaller villages. 

In May, 1916, Lieutenant-Colonel E. C. F. Garraway, C.M.G., 
assumed the duties of Resident Commissioner for the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate, in succession to lieutenant-Colonel F. W.Panzera,C.M.G., 
of whose long and valuable services the Territory had to be deprived 
through his having reached the age limit. 

In the following month, Khama, the Paramount Chief of the 
Bamangwato, was honoured in his own village by a visit from His 
Excellency the High Commissioner, accompanied by Lady Buxton and 
party, on their way to Rhodesia. 

In the same month, Gaseitsiwe II, the Paramount Chief of the 
Bangwaketse Tribe, was murdered in his " kgotla " by his brother 
Moeapitso, who was tried in due course, sentenced to death, and 
executed. Gaseitsiwe's uncle, Kgosimotse, was appointed Regent 
during the minority of Gaseitsiwe's son, a lad nine years of age, named 
Bathoen. 

During the year, 3,299 Barolong (men, women, and children), from 
the Orange Free State, settled in the Tati District, at Matsiloye, under 
the Chief Samuel Moroka, by agreement with the Tati Company, 
Limited. 

IX.—GENERAL. 

town and Serowe, and cleri of the Anglican and Weslcyan 
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Throughout the year the inhabitants of the Protectorate, both 
white and black, gave marked proof of their unswerving loyalty to 
His Majesty the King; inter alia, they subscribed liberally to the 
War funds, and although the natives were at first somewhat timid 
when approached on the subject of their supplying a company for 
service overseas with the South African Native Labour Contingent, yet, 
in the end, they answered the call so readily in the Southern 
Protectorate, that the number required was soon reached. 

As those who had been accepted from the Southern Protectorate 
were by no means all Christians, and witchcraft still plays an 
important part in the lives of many, the cause of sea-sickness was 
duly explained to them before they left the Territory, and it was with 
great relief that their dusky wives and other friends heard that they 
had safely reached " the ford on the opposite side of the Great River/' 
where we must leave them, for the present, fulfilling their duty to their 
King and country. 

J . ELLENBERGER, 

Acting Government Secretary. 
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The following recent reports, &c, relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page:— 

ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, &c. Year. 

915 British Honduras 1915 
916 Mauritius „ 
917 Northern Territories of tho Gold Coast . . . . ,, 
918 St. Lucia 1915-1916 
919 Nyasaland „ 
920 Nigeria 1915 
921 East Africa Protectorate 1015-1910 
922 Gilbert and Ellice Islands „ 
023 HjngKong 1916 
924 Weihaiwei „ 
925 Zanzibar „ 
926 Fiji „ 
927 Turks and Catcoa Islands „ 
928 Cayman Island* 1015-1916 
929 Seychelles 1916 
930 Trinidad and Tobago „ 
931 Gibraltar „ 
932 Bahamas 1916-1917 
933 St. Helena 1916 
934 Ceylon » 
935 Malta 1916-1017 
936 Gambia 1916 
937 British Guiana ., 
938 Falkland Islands » 
939 Sierra Leone ,, 
940 Straits Settlements „ 
941 Cyprus 1916-1917 
942 Grenada „ 
948 Jamaica „ 
944 Somaliland «, 
945 Swasiland » 
946 Nigeria 1916 
947 Basutoland 1916-1917 
948 Gold Coast 1916 
949 Ashanti „ 

l 
M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 

No. Colony, &c. Subject. 
79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 

1908-9. 
80 Nyasalaud Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Guttapercha. 
83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies ~ Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 
85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon Mineral Survey. 
88 Imperial Institute Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
89 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1913. 
90 St. Vincent Roads and Land Settlement) 
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