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No. 987-

B E C H U A N A L A N D PRO

T E C T O R A T E . 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1917-18* 

I - FINANCIAL. 
The revenue and expenditure provided for in the Estimates for 

1917-18 were, respectively, £71,365 and £71,259, or an estimated 
excess of revenue over expenditure of £106; the actual revenue 
amounted to £71,469 Is. 5rf., and the expenditure to £67,439 4* 8dL, 
being a surplus of £4,029 16s. 9rf. in revenue over expenditure, so that 
the estimated surplus was exceeded by the sum of £3,923 I69. 9d. 
This is the third year in which the revenue of the Territory has 
exceeded the expenditure. As was stated in my Report for 1916-17, 
the present satisfactory financial position of the Territory is due not to 
any abnormal prosperity in the country itself the receipts from 
Customs having slightly fallen off, and the amount of Hut Tax 
paid in being below that estimated for vet showing an increase 
of £2,121 on the previous years collections - but to the facts 
(1) that the receipts under other heads of revenue have all exceeded 
the estimated amounts, especially in the case of " Export Duty 
on cattle," (2) that there has been a saving in salaries under various 
heads, especially on the Police Vote, due to the number of officers 
who are on active service and other causes, and (3) that, in view 
of the War and the consequent high cost of certain materials, no 
public works of any magnitude were undertaken; the position is all 
the more satisfactory as several heavy items of expenditure, which 
were not anticipated when the estimates were framed, had to be 
met during the year under review. 

The following figures show the revenue and expenditure during 
the last three years:— 

Revenue.—1915-16, £70,223; 1916-17, £69,348;* 1917-18, £71,469. 
Bxpendilure.~m5-1G, £68,622; 1916-17, £65,076; 1917-18, 

' £67,439. 
The excess of assets over liabilities on the 31st day of March, 1918, 

was £20,145 7*. bd. 

II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 
There are no reliable statistics as to the imports and exports of the 

Bechuanaland Protectectorate, the duty on imported articles Wing 
collected at the coast ports and merged in the General Customs Revenue 
of the Union of South Africa, the Protectorate eventually receiving 
its share on a basis agreed upon. 

* A Sketch map will be found in the Report for 1914-15, No. 857: 
[Cd. 7622-48.] 

(C533) Wt.11/42, 1,000*W 3.19. B.dp|%Ltd., G.ll/t, 
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As already pointed out in previous annual reports, the Territory 
is chiefly a pastoral and not an agricultural one, the rainfall being 
very uncertain and uneven in its distribution; during the nerioa 
under review, however, there was a marked improvement in the rainfall, 
the average recorded being 26*93 inches, and on March 31st the pros
pects of the natives reaping a good harvest at last were very bright. 

Horned cattle, sheep, and goats are the staple products of the 
country, and these, together with money earned by natives at the 
mines and elsewhere beyond the borders of the Territory, constitute 
the main purchasing power of the people. 

A considerable quantity of cream was exported during the year 
by farmers and by the more enlightened natives within reach of the 
railway line ; the manufacture of cheese on various farms in the vicinity 
of Lobatsi was also successfully carried on, and large qualities of 
fire-wood from the Southern District of the Territory were also exported. 

A large number of articles used to advantage in the South African 
waggon-building trade are manufactured in the Southern Protectorate 
out of a species of tree commonly known as the " wild syringa," the 
native name for which is " Monato." 

The native inhabitants of the Territory, in the northern portion 
particularly, continue the manufacture of wooden animals, etc., for 
which they find keen purchasers among the passengers on the Cape 
to Cairo railway line, and it is interesting to note in this respect that 
27 cases and one package, containing 2,598 " native curios," were 
forwarded from the Bamangwato Reserve to Johannesburg in 
November, 1917, as a free gift from the Chief Khama and his people 
and from Europeans at Serowe, in aid of the Governor-General's Fund, 
and sold very readily. 

Mining has been carried on in the north by the Tati Company, 
Limited, within the area known as the Tati District, the output for 
the year being 2,824 ozs. of gold, and 559 oz. of silver, of a total value 
of £11,851 1*. lOd. 

III.—LEGISLATION. 
The High Commissioner for South Africa legislates for the Bechuana-

land Protectorate by Proclamation, and various Proclamations were 
promulgated during the year. 

IV.—EDUCATION. 
The amount granted to schools (luring the year was £1,860, and 

the amount actually spent £1,345. 
During the period under review there were in the Territory seven 

schools for Europeans, each in receipt of a Government Grant, also one 
small private school at Kanye; these were attended by approxi
mately 140 children; there was also one school for coloured children 
with an attendance of 24, and 29 native schools, the number of 
pupils being approximately 2,000; these also receive a grant in aid. 

The Bakwena, Bangwaketse, and Bamalete tribes still contribute 
voluntarily towards education in their respective Reserves, and it is 
in their schools that progress is especially noticeable; for instance, 
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in the Ramoutsa school (Ramaletc), which was formerly one of the 
poorest type, where parrot-like instruction was the rule, pupils are 
to-day taught in an intelligent manner; they write a goou hand, 
understand what they read, and have a fairly intelligent idea of the 
processes they use in arithmetic ; but, speaking generally, the custom 
of the Bechuanaof sending nine-tenths of their boys to distant cattle-
posts for the whole year, and of taking their families with them to 
their lands for long periods of the school year, unfortunately makes 
any large material improvement in their schools impossible. 

V. MEDICAL. 
During the year ended March 31st, 1918, the health conditions 

throughout the Reduianaland Protectorate have not varied to any 
marked extent. 

Malaria, as in the past, continues to be the most prevalent disease, 
and the statistics of observable cases show an increase of incidence 
during the year. A great many of the easos, however, were of a mild 
type, and no death from the disease, xc. falls to be recorded. 

The reports from the out-stations also indicate an average degree 
of prevalence and mildness ; except in one locality, there has been 
an absence of special corn plications, ami the death-rate among the 
population in general as apart from Hospital cases - has been below 
the average. 

During the year 2,318 outdoor patients were treated at 
Gaberones Hospital; of these, 600 were suffering from malaria 
pure and simple ; twice as many more from affections, directly or 
indirectly, due to malaria; and the remainder from general diseases. 

A special feature of the period under review has been the entire 
absence of any outbreaks of the Amaas, or modified small-pox. which 
used to be so prevalent, and during the previous year became :;o 
general as to call for an extensive vaccination campaign ; the present 
immunity appears to be due to the measures which were then taken 
for the arrest and eradication of the disease. 

VI. -VETERINARY. 
Contagious Pleuropneumonia shows a decrease on previous years. 

Altogether 19 fresh outbreaks of the disease have occurred involving 
8,122 animals ; 5 animals died from hing^iekness. 206 were destroyed 
under Proclamation 2 of 1909, and 281 died from the effects of inocula
tion. The amount paid as compensation for animals destroyed was 
£269 95. 

The disease has again been confined to the Serowe a va with the 
exception of two outbreaks on the Crocodile River, which were quickly 
dealt with, and an area lying bet ween the Crocodile River and Mahalapye 
Station which is still under quarantine. During the months of 
August and October, 1917, there were no outbreaks of the disease, 
and during the remaining mouths there were so few ca«es that the 
Veterinary Staff was frequently short of virus, so that in addition 
to the incontact animals there were only 1,293 subjected to clean 
inoculation. 
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Quarter-evil HIIK shown a decided increase on previous years, no 
less than 9,850 time* of ijuartor-nvil vaccine having been used in the 
Territory during the year under review. 

The number of eases of anthrax has remained about the name 
although in certain areas, such as Lobatsi and Ramathlabama, the 
infection appeal's to have been of a particularly severe type, and it 
has only been by using a double done of the second vaccine that suffi
cient immunity to withstand infection has been obtained. 

Heartwater has.again made its appearance and a number of deaths 
have occurred at Crocodile Pools and on two farms on the Crocodile 
River, Dipping tanks are being constructed on each of these farms 
and as soon as the Wont tick can In* eradicated the disease should 
disappear. 

There were very heavy rains during the summer and as was to be 
expected there were many death* throughout the Territory from 
homesickness. 

Fortunately the majority of the sheep had been ino* ulated against 
blue-tongue, and there were only a few deaths from that disease. 

During the period under review 23,043 cattle have been exported 
from the Protectorate to the Union. 

As is generally known, up to this year we had only exported slaughter 
cattle to approved abattoirs; such animals were consignee! in sealed 
trucks and had to be immediately slaughtered on arrival. The Union 
Government recognising the fact, however, that the Southern Protec
torate was a clean cattle district, decided to allow breeding animals as 
well as slaughter cattle to be introduced, and. later on, extended this 
concession to animals from N'gamiland. On the 1st June, 1917, a 
quarantine camp was established at Ramathlabama the conditions of 
export being that animals should serve a fourteen days' quarantine 
in a fenced camp, that they be inspected by a Veterinary surgeta 
on entry and before release, and that during the period of quarantine 
they be under the daily supervision of a competent stock inspector. 
From the 1st June, 1917, to 31st March, 1918, 5,280 cattle passed 
through that camp. 

On the 24th September, 1917, a second quarantine camp was opened 
at Sequani, on the farm Mooigenoeg in the Transvaal, and 1.654 animals 
passed through this camp up to the 31st March, 1918. 

In addition to small stock proceeding to Rhodesia, 36,021 sheep and 
goats have been exported to the Union after inspection by the Union 
Scab Inspector at Ramathlabama. 

The following vaccines were obtained by the Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the Administration from the Veterinary Research Laboratory, 
Pretoria, and issued for use in the Protectorate during the year:— 

Anthrax vaccine . . . . 16,500 doses 
Quarter-evil vaccine . . . , 9,850 „ 
Red water and (Jallsickness vaccine 4 „ 
Horsesickness virus . . . . 10 „ 

and in addition 2,000 doses of wireworm remedv. 

V I I . J U D I C I A L STATISTICS. 
The number of criminal cases a«ljudi< ted upon by the Administra

tion during the vear 1917-18 was 449, &6 against 400 in 1910-17 and 
844 in 1915-16." 
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There were three charges of murder, in two of which sentence of 
death was passed, but in both these cases the sentence was commuted 
to imprisonment with hard labour for life; in the third case the 
prisoner was found to be insane. 

There were five cases of culpable homicide, in four of which 
conviction followed. 

There were also 48 cases of theft of stock, with 43 convictions, as 
against 88 cases in the previous year; 68 offences against property 
(other than stock theft), with 56 convictions ; 54 offences against the 
person (other than homicide), with 42 convictions; and 271 other 
offences, in 242 of which conviction followed. There were also five 
cases in which the accused were surrendered to neighbouring 
Administrations. 

Except in the case of homicide, the native chiefs exercise jurisdiction 
where members of their own tribes are solely concerned, and no record 
is kept of such cases. 

VIH.—POSTAL STATISTICS. 
During the year under review there were eleven Post Offices open 

in the Protectorate as against twelve in the previous year, a Telegraph 
Office at Macloutsie having been closed. The Post Offices at Francis-
town and Serowe are money order and savings bank offices, the 
remainder are postal agencies. There was a decline in the number 
of postal orders sold to the extent of nearly 2,000, as compared with 
the sales of the previous year. The issues during the year totalled 
11,028, with a value of £5,237 15*., as against 12,819 during 1916-17, 
valued at £6,438 0s. 6(2., a decrease of £1,100 5*. U. 3,682 orders 
were paid out to the ralue of £2,743 1«. 6rf., as against 3,297 valued 
at 2,386 95. 6U during the previous year. The value of postage 
stamps sold was £1,459 19*., less £119 2a. lid., which represents 
the value of stamps affixed to postal orders in extension of value, etc. 

IX. GENERAL. 

On May 24th, 1917, an Agricultural Show was held for the first time 
at Lobatsi, under the auspices of the Lobatsi Farmers' Association, 
and was a great success in every way. 

On July 9th, 1917, Baitlotle Ikar< t who had acted for eleven 
years as regent during the minority ui his nephew Seboko Mokgosi, 
handed over to the latter the chieftainship of the Bamalete tribe. 

At the end of August and beginning of September, His Excellency 
the High Commissioner, accompanied by Lady Buxton and party, 
visited a portion of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and wherever 
Their Excellencies broke their journey they were welcomed by Euro
peans and natives alike. The principal chiefs of the Territory, inclu
ding Mathiba, the chief of the Batawana, from N'gamilaiid, were 
granted interviews by His Excellency; and &<* Gaborone, the aged 
chief of the Batlokwa, was unable, through weakness, to meet their 
Excellencies, Lord and Lady Buxton gave the chief infinite pleasure 
by visiting him in his own village amid scenes of intense enthusiasm. 
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On December 15th, 1917, Lieutenant-Colonel Garraway, CM.6., 
relinquished, amid universal regret, the Resident Commissionership 
of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, having accepted that of Basutoland, 
and Mr. James Comyn Macgrepor, Deputy Resident Commissioner of 
Basutoland, was appointed Resident Comrmsioner of the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate. 

On February 4th, 1918, the death occurred of Sechele II, chief of 
the Bakwena, and on February 12th the tribe in council duly and 
unanimously elected his eldest son, Sebele, to be his successor. 

Throughout the year the inhabitants of the Protectorate have 
continued to subscribe liberally to War Funds, and 100 pairs of socks 
were knitted for troops overseas by native girls and boys of the Bang -
waketse Industrial school at Kanve. 

Their contracts having expired, tne great majority of the Protectorate 
natives who volunteered for service 'overseas with the native labour 
contingent have returned to their homes, glad to have done " their 
bit" in the cause of liberty and justice. 

J. ELLENBEROER, 

Acting Government Secretary', Bechuanaland Protectorate. 

Mafeking, 
2nd October, 1918. 
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The following recent reports, <fcc, relating to His Majesty's Colonial 
Possessions have been i sued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page:— 

A N N U A L . 
No. Colony, &e. Year 

952 Leeward Islands 1910-1917 
953 St. Vincent „ 
954 Uganda •> 
955 Nyasaland , 9 

956 Northern Territories ot the Gold Coast •. . 1916 
957 British Honduras „ 
958 Gilbert and Ellice Islands 1916-1917 
959 Cayman Islands 
960 Bermuda 1916 
961 Mauritius . . . * „ 
902 Ashanti 1917 
963 Falkland Islands „ 
964 Seychelles 
966 Weihaiwei . • . . . . „ 
966 Fiji „ 
967 Solomon Islands 1917-1918 
968 Grenada . . , . . . *• 
969 Turks and Caico* Inlands . . , . . . . . 1917 
970 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast . . „ 
971 Ceylon . „ 
972 Hong Kong . . „ 
973 Zanzibar „ 
974 St. Helena „ 
975 Malta . * ,« 
976 British Guiana „ 
977 S t Vincent . / 1917-1918 
978 Bahamas „ 
979 Gambia 1917 
980 Jamaica . . 1917-1918 
981 Gibraltar . . . . 1917 
982 Bermuda „ 
983 Swaziland . . . . 1917-1918 
984 Trinidad 1917 
985 Mauritius . . . ,, 
986 Cyprus 1917-1918 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 
No. Colony, &c, Subject. 

79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907 8 and 
1908-9. 

80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey* 1908-9. , 
81 Southern Nigeria . Mineral Survey, 1908-9. 
82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Guttapercha, 
83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies . . Preservation of Ancient 

Monument*, &c 
85 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon . . Mineral Survey. 
88 Imperial Institute . . Oilseeds, Oils. &o. 
89 Southern Nigeria . . Mineral Survey, 1913. 
90 St. Vincent % Roads and Land Settlement. 
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