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No. 1088. 
BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 

ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1920-21 * 

I. FINANCIAL. 
The estimated Revenue for the year was £90,040, the actual 

amount collected was £101,764 l i s . 6d., or £11,724 l i s . 6d. in 
excess of the estimate. 

This excess was due mainly to Customs, Posts, Rentals and 
Transfer Duty, and Export Duty on Cattle and Fees. 

The estimated amount of Customs Dutv was £19,000, the 
actual yield was £27,819 Is. 3d., as against £20,986 5s. 9d. in 
1919-20 ; this is due to the increase in the total Customs Revenue 
of the Union of South Africa, of which we receive -27622 per 
centum. 

Posts yielded £2,479 l i s . Id. over the estimate ; Rentals and 
Transfer Duty £752 12s. 0d., and Export Duty on Cattle and 
Fees £1,423 15s. 6d. 

The estimated Expenditure was £89,622, and the actual 
expenditure amounted to £112,091 6s. 0d., or £22,469 6s. Od. 
in excess of the estimate. The causes of this excess were, in 
the main, due to the high expenditure under the head " Police " 
due to the enhanced cost of clothing, saddlery, and equipment ; 
also tlje augmentation of the War Bonus. The establishment of 
two new Magistracies at Ghanzi and in the Tuli Block caused 
most of the excess of £3,246 9s. l id . on the vote "Public 
W orks—Extraordinary.'' 

The following figures show the Revenue and Expenditure for 
the last three years :— 

1918-19. 1919-20. 1920-21. 
£ £ £ 

Revenue . . . . 80,282 81.564 101,765 
"Expenditure 76,716 91,611 112,091 

II . TRADE, AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRIES. 
Cattle, owing to the depression in their market value, were 

not exported to the usual extent during the latter part of the 
year ; the natives find it difficult to understand the drop in 
prices, and do not sell unless obliged to to enable them to pay 
their Hut Tax or to obtain the necessities of life. 

A new port of exit for cattle has been established at Kazungula, 
and approximately 2,000 head of cattle were exported to North-
Western Rhod 'r,i«. 

• A Sketch Map will InjTTI'ITITITTTf*fTTTI'mjlll I fill >ftl> Kiiifc'ri i<-d 71*22 in, 
LIBRARY }F CONGRESS 
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The rains, generally, were la te ; what rain there was at the 
beginning of the season was local and patchy, in consequence 
of which ploughing was commenced later than usual in most 
places. Despite this disadvantage, the crops are expected to be 
well up to the average this year. 

The export of cream is still increasing, and the prices given 
for this commodity do not appear to have been much affected 
by the general trade depression. 

The farmers in the Tati District are making a success of 
bacon-curing and cheese-making. 

Four gold mines continue to be worked in the Tati District, 
and during the year 4,783 ozs. of gold and 479 ozs. of silver were 
recovered, the value obtained for it in South Africa being 
£20,175 12s. 5d. 

III . LEGISLATION. 
Sixteen Proclamations were published during the year. 

Besides those arising out of the Treaty of Peace, and certain 
Proclamations affecting Customs Duties and management, pro
vision has been made for the Registration of Patents ; the Control 
and Inspection of Cinematograph Films, and other matters 
connected therewith ; the protection of certain mentally defective 
persons; the restrictions on certain articles both exported and 
imported; empowering the Resident Commissioner, with the 
approval of the High Commissioner, to appoint a Deputy as 
President of the Combined Court; providing for the protection 
of natives of the Bechuanaland Protectorate in cases where they 
are sued on negotiable instruments or written acknowledgments 
of debt ; conferring certain rights on the South African Stud 
Book Association in the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and making 
provision for the protection of such rights. 

A new departure in the legislation of the country came into 
force during the year by the establishment of a European Advi
sory Council, its functions being, as its name implies, purely 
advisory on all matters affecting the European inhabitants of 
the Territory. The first meeting was held, over which the 
Resident Commissioner presided, at Mafeking, on March 2nd. 

The Native Advisory Council, which commenced its sittings 
last year, was held again this year at Gaberones. 

At both of these meetings a great many matters were bene
ficially discussed. 

IV. EDUCATION. 
Education in the Bechuanaland Protectorate is provided for 

both Europeans and natives. During the year under review there 
were seven schools open for Europeans, and education is pro
gressing satisfactorily. The schools are now better staffed than 

(4089) Wt. It i3 7 8,609 6->5 9/21 Harrow G.75 
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at any previous time. The Railway School at Mahalapye was 
closed during the year, but reopened in February last, when a 
qualified teacher was appointed. A school is soon to be opened 
at Tsessebe, in the Tati District, which will be of great help to 
the farming community, as hitherto their children had to be sent 
to school outside the Territory. Some of the farmers are at 
present in receipt of a grant from Government of £4 per child 
per quarter, limited to three children, towards education; but 
with improved educational facilities the continuance "of such 
grants should hardly be necessary. 

The Administration also assists European education on the 
£ for £ principle, either on revenue collected or on expenditure. 
This matter is decided when a school is being opened. 

The European school at Francistown has so decreased in 
numbers, owing to the children either having left the District 
or gone to school in Rhodesia, that its continuance under existing 
conditions is doubtful. 

The attendance at the native schools was larger than in the 
previous year, and there are signs that the Bechuana are waking 
up, and that there is the beginning of a new spirit in the matter 
of education. The native school at Serowe, in particular, is very 
largely attended, and the school building is the finest in the 
Territory. 

The native schools are under the aegis of the Missionary 
Societies which receive an annual grant from Government, and 
this grant is allocated by them to the Reserves in which they 
work. There are also School Committees in three of the Reserves, 
presided over by the Magistrates, who pay periodical visits to the 
schools to show the teachers and scholars that education is a 
matter of interest to the Administration. 

The Inspector of Schools visits the Territory once a year, 
and inspected 18 native schools during the year under review, 
2,705 children being in attendance. In addition to the schools 
in the Reserves, nearly every small village prides itself on having 
a Sechuana school. 

In April, 1920, the Hut Tax was raised to £1 3s. 0d., the 
extra 3s. going into what is known as the Bechuanaland Protec
torate Native Fund, which is administered by the High Com
missioner. This has dene away with the voluntary contributions 
which hitherto were made by some tribes towards education 
which is now being assisted from this Fund. 

The Government Grant in aid of Education during the year 
was £2,250, of which £2,156 was actually expended. 

V. MEDICAL. 
During the year 1920-21 the general health conditions through

out the territory were fairly good,, and not marked by any special 
prevalence or severity of disease. There was an entire absence of 
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epidemics, including small-pox and influenza, and no unusual 
outbreaks of malaria have occurred within immediate, or been 
reported from remote, areas. 

There has been, notwithstanding, an increase in the aggregate 
of cases of disease treated. This was partly due to the extension 
of the medical service, and partly to a growing appreciation of 
the benefits of curative and preventive treatment on in-stations, 
an increase which is likely to continue with improved facilities. 

Two thousand eight hundred and forty-eight cases received 
outdoor treatment at Gaberones Hospital within the year ended. 
These included fourteen Europeans. As in the past, the great 
majority suffered from malaria, or conditions associated with it ; 
the rest from various medical and surgical ailments. 

The indoor cases included eight Europeans and forty-five 
natives. Of the former, all recovered ; of the latter, three died ; 
one from malaria, debility or cachexia, and tuberculosis, respec
tively. 

Two Medical Officers have been appointed, at Francistown 
and Serowe, within the period under review; and two dispen
saries, intended for the free treatment of venereal diseases, are 
in course of construction at the Stads of Kanye and Molepolole. 
With the facilities thus provided a considerable mass of the 
native population will shortly be brought within the reach of 
efficient medical treatment. 

VI. VETERINARY. 

Staff.—Mr. M. Cunningham, M.R.C.V.S., left the Service in 
May, 1920, and was replaced by Mr. F. M. Hill, M.R.C.V.S., who 
since that date has been stationed at Palapye Road. 

Although there have been numerous changes amongst the 
Stock Inspectors and native Inoculators, the number remains the 
same as in the previous year. 

Contagious Bovine Pleuro-Pneumonia (Lungsickness).—There 
has been a considerable decrease in this disease during the year, 
and the position now can be regarded as satisfactory. 

Starting the year with 57,526 animals under treatment this 
number was reduced to 5,877 by the end of the year ; 30,412 
animals were inoculated during the year ; 497 animals were 
destroyed in terms of Proclamation No. 2 of 1909 ; 336 animals 
died from the effects of inoculation. The sum of £519 18s. lOd. 
was paid in compensation for animals destroyed. As the result 
of experiments carried out during the year it was found that the 
addition of 25 per cent, glycerine to virus gave the best results. 
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With the fall in the number of susceptible cattle, the fear 
of the disease has diminished and it has become more difficult 
to control movements, but owing to the keen interest Chief Khama 
takes in the work of eradicating Lungsickness, and to the loyal 
assistance he has given to the Veterinary Department and to 
the Police, the results in his Reserve are gratifying. 

Anthrax.—The number of outbreaks has considerably in
creased, as has been the case in other parts of South Africa. 
14,521 animals were inoculated against this disease as against 
4,909 last year. 

Owing to outbreaks in the Quarantine Camps established fur 
cattle on their way to the Union of South Africa, all animals 
entering the Ramathlabama and Sequani camps are inoculated. 

In October the Veterinary Department of this Administration 
first used the " Spore " vaccine, and this has given the best results 
of any inoculation against this disease yet tried in the Protectorate. 

The reaction to this inoculation is somewhat severe and lasts 
up to ten days, but there is no doubt that a strong immunity is 
set up. 

Quarter-Evil.—This disease also shows an increase on previous 
years, there being 50 per cent, more vaccine used than in the 
previous twelve months. 

The Department recommend the use of the single inoculation 
which appears to be quite as effectual as the double inoculation 
and is half the work. 

Vaccines.—The following vaccines for the control of contagious 
animal disease have been obtained by this administration from 
the Veterinary Research Laboratory at Onderstepoort, and used 
in the Protectorate during the period under review:— 

Anthrax Vaccine . . . . . . 14,521 doses. 
Quarter Evil Vaccine 14,220 „ 
Blue Tongue Vaccine . . . . . . 560 „ 
Horse-sickness Serum and Virus for mules 86 „ 
Redwater and Gallsickness Vaccine . . 2 „ 

and in addition 3,700 doses of wire worm remedy were supplied. 

Laboratory.—A small laboratory is in course of erection at 
Palapye Road and the building will be completed in a few weeks. 

Exports.—32,450 cattle were exported from the Protectorate 
during the year. Of these 9,437 passed through Ramathlabama, 
1,931 were sent via Northern Rhodesia to the Belgian Congo, 
thus opening up a new market, and the remainder were exported 
by rail to the Johannesburg Abattoir, while a few left through 
the Sequani Camp. In addition to this 15,086 small stock were 
exported through Ramathlabama. 



BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE, 1920-21. 7 

VII. JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

The number of criminal cases adjudicated upon by officials 
of the Administration during the year 1920-21 was 434, as 
against 485 in 191&-20 and 423 in 1918-19. 

There were six cases of culpable homicide, in all of which 
conviction followed. 

There were also 41 cases of theft of stock, in 28 of which 
conviction followed as against 43 convictions in the previous 
year ; 58 offences, against property (other than stock theft), 
in 49 of which conviction followed ; 73 offences against the person 
(other than homicide), with 64 convictions ; and 320 prosecutions 
for other offences, in which 265 convictions followed. 

Except in the case of homicide, the native chiefs exercise 
jurisdiction where members of their own tribes are solely concerned, 
and no record is kept of such cases. 

VIII. POSTAL STATISTICS 

The administration and control of the postal service in the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate is, subject to the authority of the • 
Resident Commissioner, vested in the Postmaster-General of the 
Union of South Africa. 

Offices.—There were fifteen offices in operation during the 
year ended on the 31st March, 1921, an increase of two during 
the year. Three of these are Money Order and Savings Bank 

/ Offices, five Post and Telegraph Offices and seven Agencies. 

Money Orders.—The value of the Money Order transactions 
for the year shows a slight increase over the amount for the 
preceding year. 337 orders were issued of the value of 
£3,655 12s. 3d., as against 302 valued at £2,946 2s. 6d., and 
177 orders valued at £1,304 0s. 7d. were paid out as against 
198 valued at £1,157 12s. 3d. in the year before. 

Postal Orders.—There is little variation from the figures for 
the preceding year. 10,839 orders were issued valued at 
£5,077 18s. Id., and 3,154 were paid out with a value of 
£2,270 l i s . 7d.; and the figures for the year before were issues, 
10,468 valued at £5,248 9s. 4d., outpayments, 3,770 with a total 
value of £2,742 7s. 4d. 

Savings Bank.—An appreciable increase is noticeable in the 
number of deposits made during the year and in the value of the 
sum deposited. 200 deposits were made valued at £1,755 4s. 0d., 
as against 131 valued at £952 5s. Od. in the preceding year, and 
52 withdrawals valued at £1,496 4s. 4d. as against 35 valued at 
£887 7s. 7d. 



8 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 

Revenue and Expenditure.—The total Postal Revenue from all 
sources amounted to £9,619 l i s . Id., being an increase of 
£2,035 0s. 2d. over the revenue collected during the corre
sponding period of 1919-20, and the expenditure for the year 
under review amounted to £4,259 0s. 7d. as against £3,989 Is. 7d. 
in the previous year. 

IX. METEOROLOGICAL. 

From the records taken at the various Magistracies throughout 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate, the average rainfall for the year 
is shown to be 25*52 inches. 

The average annual rainfall, taken at two of the more central 
stations for the past 16 years, is 18-01 inches; the minimum 
for any one year being 7*10 inches and the maximum 32-52 
inches. 

It. is generally accepted that 16 inches is a sufficient rainfall 
to ensure a good crop of mealies or kaffir corn, and even less if 
well distributed over the growing season. 

The rains usually commence about the first or second week in 
November, and last until the third or fourth week in April. 

Both early and late rains are an advantage—the former 
bringing on the young green grasses and softening the ground 
for native ploughing; and the latter carries the veldt on in a 
£reen state well into the winter and prolongs the water supplies 
in the vleis and water pools. An average rainfall is looked upon 
in many ways as better for the country than a heavy one; in 
the latter case the veldt grows long and coarse, cattle do not attain 
such good condition, and sheep do less well; the extra moisture, 
food, and cover cause snakes, mice, mosquitoes and other 
vermin to multiply to a greater extent, the disease of malaria 
is more prevalent and a greater number of deaths from horse-
sickness are recorded. 

During the winter following the rains the climate is a very 
pleasant one with clear sky, warm days and cold nights. About 
two months prior to the rains, however, the dryness of the 
country, combined with the heat and lack of vegetables, milk, etc., 
make it the least agreeable time of the year for Europeans. The 
natives, though not affected by the heat, suffer in many ways 
during this period ; a great many of the vleis and water pools have 
dried up and the herds of cattle congregate at the more permanent 
waters, trampling out the veldt frequently for a radius of five, 
and even up to ten miles, necessitating long journeys to obtain 
their food; their cows are mostly dry, there is little milk and 
no green food, and such diseases as spotted fever, influenza, and 
ophthalmia, etc., get a firm hold when they appear. 
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Month. Maximum. Minimum. 

°»F. °F. 
1920 April 82-6 54-9 

#• May 80-8 48-2 
> » June 75-9 40-9 
i * July . . . . 78-1 48-7 
» i August 78-2 46-2 

September 86-2 56-3 
> i October 89-5 59-2 
» i November 88-9 65-8 
i • December 91-2 63-6 

1921 January 89-1 63-9 
February 84-3 61-8 

» » March 82-7 
. 

62-6 

The Bechuanaland Protectorate lies, roughly, between 2,000 
and 5,000 feet above sea level, and only few people live at the 
cooler altitudes of from 4,000 to 5,000 feet. The portion of the 
country inhabited by the greater number of both Europeans and 
natives is adjacent to the only line of railway, which passes 
through the eastern side of the Protectorate for a distance of 
403 miles—the average altitude of the stations and sidings along 
this section of line is 3,418 feet. 

X. GENERAL. 

A reconciliation has taken place between Sekgoma and his 
father, Chief Khama. They have been living apart for about 
twenty-five years, and Sekgoma now assists his father in the 
affairs of the Bamangwato Tribe, affairs which the Chief, owing 
to his great age, must feel increasingly arduous as time goes on. 
When one considers that he was a grown man when he hunted 
with Gordon Cumming, his age must be between ninety and 
one hundred. 

A scheme for the prevention of grass fires was successfully 
inaugurated in the Tati District. The fact that this District 
is studded with small kopjes makes it possible to pest fire
guards consisting of two natives each on kopjes at suitable 
intervals. These guards are able to see a grass fire directly 
it commences ; it is then the duty of one of them to proceed 
immediately to the fire, collecting any available help on his 
way; the second guard proceeds to the nearest Headman, 
who voluntarily turns out his men, and in this way they have 
been able to extinguish all fires before they increased beyond 

The monthly average maximum and minimum temperatures 
for the year were as follows:— 
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control. The clearing of fire-paths was found to be too great 
a task as fires ha^e been known to cross the Tati River in a high 
wind on more than one occasion—a distance of approximately 
one hundred yards. 

Two new Magistracies have been established, at Ghanzi and 
in the Tuli Block respectively. 

Mr. Jules Ellenberger, the Government Secretary, proceeded 
to Ngamiland and the Ghanzi District on inspection duty, 
covering a distance of about 1,000 miles by ox wagon ; he was 
still absent on this duty at the close of the year under review. 

R. M. DANIEL, 
Acting Government Secretary. 

31s* March, 1921. 

\ 
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The following recent reports, etc., relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained 
from the sources indicated on the title page:— 

ANNUAL. 

No. Colony, etc. Year. 
1047 Fiji 1919 
1048 Straits Settlements t . • . . . | | 

1049 Ceylon * * » * • * M 

1050 Gibraltar 1919-1920 
1051 Somaliland 
1052 Zanzibar 1919 
1053 Gambia 
1054 Uganda 1918-1919 
1055 Malta 1919-1920 
1056 Swaziland . . . . . . M 

1057 Bechuanaland Protectorate • * • • * • »» 
1058 Ashanti . . 1919 
1059 Bahamas 1919-1920 
1060 British Solomon Islands 
1061 Seychelles • * • * • * # • 
1062 Mauritius • * * * • * * • 
1063 St. Vincent . . April-December 1919 
1064 Nigeria 1919 
1065 Sierra Leone » • • . » . | | 
1066 Gold Coast . . . . • • t | 

1067 Jamaica 1919-1920 
1068 British Guiana 1919 
1069 Trinidad and Tobago . . • . . . | | 

1070 British Honduras . « « . . • |« 

1071 Hong Kong • • . . . « | | 

1072 Barbados 1919-1920 
1073 East Africa Protectorate 1918-1919 
1074 Leeward Islands 1919-1920 
1075 Nyasaland 
1076 Falkland Islands 1919 
1077 Bermuda 1920 
1078 Grenada • • . . . • ii 

1079 Uganda 1919-1920 
1080 Fiji 1920 
1081 Gibraltar * . . . • • i i 

1082 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 1919 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony, etc. 
82 Imperial Institute 
83 Southern Nigeria . . 
84 West Indies 

85 Southern Nigeria . . 
86 Southern Nigeria . . 
87 Ceylon 
88 Imperial Institute.. 
89 Southern Nigeria . . 
90 St. Vincent.. 
91 East Africa Protectorate 

92 Colonies—General 

Subject. 
Rubber and Gutta-percha. 
Mineral Survey. 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient Monu

ments, etc. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, Oils, etc 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement. 
Geology and Geography of the 

northern part of the Protee* 
torate. 

Fishes of the Colonies. 


