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Ho. 1817. 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 

ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1926-26.* 

L fflfftoriori tod fiKwtrftphtfflili 
Proclamation of British Protectorate.—During the year 1865 

Sir Charles Warren, who was in command of an expedition 
despatched from England to pacify Southern Bechuanaland, where 
for some time previously hostilities had been proceeding between 
the Bechuana and Boers from the South African Republic, visited. 
the principal Chiefs in Northern Bechuanaland (known as the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate), namely, Khama, Gasietsiwe and 
Sebele; and as a result a British Protectorate was proclaimed over 
their territories. No further steps were taken until the year 1891, 
when, by an Order in Council, dated the 9th May, the limits of 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate were more clearly denned, and the 
High Commissioner for South Africa was authorised to appoint 
such officers as might appear to him to be necessary to provide for 
the administration of justice, the raising of revenue, and generally 
for the peace, order, and good government of all persons within 
the limits of the Order. Sir Sydney Shippard, the Administrator 
of Bechuanaland, was appointed Resident Commissioner. An 
Assistant Commissioner was also appointed for the Southern Pro
tectorate and another for the Northern Protectorate, the laws in 
force in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope on the 10th 
June, 1891, being declared in force in the Territory, mutatis 
mutandis, and so far as not inapplicable. Subsequent legislation 
has been effected by Proclamation of the High Commissioner. 

Relations with the British South Africa Company.—For fiscal 
and other purposes the Protectorate was treated as a portion of the 
Crown Colony of British Bechuanaland until the 15th November, 
1895, when the latter was annexed to the Cape Colony. In the 
autumn of that year arrangements were made for the transfer of 
the administration of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, with the 
exception of certain reserves for native Chiefs, to the British 
8outh Africa Company. The country occupied by the Bamaleto 
tribe, and so much of the Bora-Tshidi Barolong country as lies 
within the limits of the Protectorate, were transferred to the 
Administration of the British South Africa Company, Dr. L. 8. 
Jameson being appointed Resident Commissioner therefor. The 
Company's police were moved down to a camp in the Protectorate, 

* A sketch map will be found in the Report for 1014-16, No. 857: 
[Cd. 78tt-48]. 
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at Pitsani Potlugo. From that spot, on the 29th December, Dr. 
Jameson crossed the border of the South African Bepublic with 
his police, an 1 marched towards Johannesburg, which was at that 
time in a state of great unrest. Being defeated by the Boers at 
Doornkop, he surrendered on the 2nd January, 1896. Ia conse
quence of this raid, the administration of the two areas above 
referred to was re-transferred to the Imperial Government, by 
whom the Protectorate, in its entirety, is still governed under the 
name of the Bechuanaland Protectorate. It includes the Tati 
District, which is a portion of old Matabeleland conceded in 1887 
by Lobengula to Mr. 8. H. Edwards. 

Proclamation of Crown Lands.—In 1895 the Chiefs Ehama, 
Sebele and Bathoen visited England, and each of them abandoned 
all rights and jurisdiction in and over certain portions of his 
former territory. The lands thug abandoned by them were, by 
Order in Council dated the 16th May, 1904, declared Crown 
Lands, and all rights of His Majesty in or in relation thereto were 
vested in the High Commissioner for South Africa, who was 
empowered to make grants or leases of such land on such terms 
and conditions as he might think fit, subject to any directions 
received from one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State. 
Title to these lands was subsequently granted to the British South 
Africa Company, subject to certain reservations, and these lands 
are now known as the Tuli, Gaberones and Lobatsi Blocks of 
farms. 

By virtue of the Order in Council dated the 10th January, 
1910, all other land situate within the limits of the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate, elsewhere than in the Tati District, was, and still 
is, vested in His Majesty's High Commissioner for South Africa, 
subject to all the provisions of the Order in Council of the 16th 
May, 1904, and to the following exceptions :— 

(1) Such land as is either:— 
(a) included in any native reserve duly set apart by 

the Proclamation; or 
(6) the subject of any grant duly made by or on behalf 

of His Majesty; and 
(2) the forty-one farms known as " The Barolong Farma," 

held by members of the Barolong tribe by virtue of 
certificates of occupation issued by the Chief Montsioa 
on the 28th March, 1895. 

Later Developments.—Dming the period 1896-97, the existing 
railway line connecting the Union of South Africa with Rhodesia 
was constructed by the Bechuanaland Railway Company, 
authorised thereto by Hitfh Commissioner's Proclamation*. 

In 1898 a limited number of farms were allotted at and in 
the neighbourhood of Ghanzi, in the north-western corner of the 
Protectorate, to settlers, some of whom had trekked thereto as 
prospectors, in 1894. 

(24513) Wt. 15590' 1051 500 11/26 Harrow GJ4 
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IB 1899 the boundaries of the Bamangwato, Batawana, 
Bakgatla, Bakwena, and Bangwaketsi native tribes were estab
lished and defined by Proclamation, and in 1909 the boundaries of 
the Bamalete native reserve were similarly fixed. 

In 1911 the Tati Concessions, Limited, and its successors and 
assigns were confirmed by Proclamation No. 2 of 1911 in the 
full, free and undisturbed possession as owners of all the land 
within the Tati District, subject to all the terms and conditions of 
the said Proclamation, certain lands being assigned as a reserve 
for the occupation of natives. This reserve is under the control 
of the Government. The natives residing within it hold and 
occupy the land included therein, subject to such rules and regu
lations as are from time to time proclaimed by the High Commis
sioner ; and, subject to certain conditions safeguarding the interests 
of the natives, the Company (now the Tati Company, Limited) 
retains the mining rights (including precious stones) over this 
native reserve. 

Boundaries.—The territory of the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
is bounded on the south and east by the Union of South Africa, 
on the north-east by Southern Rhodesia, on the north by the 
Zambesi and Chobe (Linyanti) rivers, and on the west by the 
territory of South West Africa. 

It has not been surveyed as a whole, but its area is estimated 
at 275 000 square miles. Its mean altitude is about 3,300 feet. 

In view of the geographical position of that part of the 
mandated territory of South West Africa east of longitude 21° E., 
known as Caprivi Zipfel, it was found expedient to provide in 
1922 that the latter should be administered as if it were a portion 
of the Bechuanaland Protectorate. 

The Bechuanaland Protectorate is divided for administrative 
purposes into the following Districts, with a Resident Magistrate 
at the head of each:— 

N'gamiland (Headquarters Maun). 
Chobe (Headquarters Kasane). 
Ngwato (Headquarters Serowe). 
Gaberones (Headquarters Gaberones). 
Lobatsi (Headquarters Lobatsi). 
Ghanzi (Headquarters GemBbok Pan). 
Francistown (Headquarters Francistown). 
Tuli Block (Headquarters Selika). 
Kweneng (Headquarters Molepolole). 
Ngwaketsi (Headquarters Eanye). 
Kgalagadi (Headquarters Lehututu). 

In addition the Assistant Resident Commissioner is Chief 
Magistrate for the Protectorate, and, as such, has all the powers 
of an Assistant Commissioner or Resident Magistrate throughout 
the Territory. 
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B. General Events of the Yew. 
In June and July the Territory waB honoured by the visit 

of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales who, in addition to 
his suite headed by Vice-Admiral Sir Lionel Halsey, G.C.V.O., 
K.C.I.E., K.C.M.G., C.B., R.N., was attended by the Imperial 
Secretary (Captain the Honourable B. E. H. Clifford, C.M.G., 
M.V.O.) representing His Excellency the High Commissioner. 
The Prince first met the Resident Commissioner, some of the 
Protectorate Headquarter officials and the Assistant Resident 
Commissioner at Pitsani Siding, where also came to greet him 
about a hundred European residents from the outlying farms 
and from the Bangwaketse Reserve. Another reception cf 
Europeans, headed by the Resident Magistrate of the District, 
took place at Lobatsi, and as the Royal train travelled thence 
through the night many fires along the railway revealed little 
groups of Europeans assembled for the occasion. The following 
morning the Prince detrained at Falapye Road and was there 
greeted by the Government Secretary and other principal officials, 
Sekgoma Kharaa, Chief of the Bamangwato, and the European 
residents from Francistown and Palapye Road. After inspecting 
the guard of honour and the returned soldiers, His Royal 
Highness motored thirty-six miles to the camp which had been 
prepared for him in a picturesque situation outside Serowe. 
En route*, he received the Resident Magistrates of the Ngwato, 
N'gamiland and Francistown Districts and the European 
residents at the Residency. After luncheon he met the 
Bamangwato tribe in Kgotla and was pleased to return a gracious 
reply to the addresses there presented to him by Chief Sekgoma 
and also by Chief Mathiba Moremi of the Batawana tribe in 
N'gamiland. He then unveiled the Memorial to the late Chief 
Khama on the adjoining eminence and afterwards reviewed the 
Bamangwato regiments on the race-course. In the evening, 
after watching at the camp the great bonfires lit by Chief 
Sekgoma on the seven hills of Serowe and then a cinematograph 
record of a portion of his previous progress through South Africa, 
and other films, His Royal Highness attended dances given by 
Europeans at Serowe and at Palapye Road, where be spent the 
next day shooting. On his return from Rhodesia His Royal 
Highness received at Mahalapye the Resident Magistrate and 
European settlers from the Tuli Block and the local residents. 
The same day he detrained at Gaberones and after reviewing 
about thirty returned soldiers received the Resident Magistrates 
of the Gaberones and Ngwaketsi Districts, the Acting Resident 
Magistrate of the Kweneng District, the European residents of 
the surrounding country, and the British Indians resident in the 
Territory, the last of whom presented an address. His Royal 
Highness then motored three miles to the Gaberones Crown 
Reserve, where some 8,000 natives of the Barolong, Bakwena, 
Bangwaketsi, Bakhatla, Bamalete and Batlokwa tribes, bended 
by their respective Chiefs, had assembled to greet him. Addresses 

(24513) A 2 
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were presented by each Chief in person, one of whom, Chief 
Gaborone of the Batlokwa, was 100 years old, and His Royal 
Highness returned a gracious reply. At the conclusion of these 
proceedings His Royal Highness walked among the natives and 

• listened to native children from Mochudi and Molepolole singing 
songs. By this act he gave great joy to the tribes, as witnessed 
by the Bangwaketsi Chieftainess Ntebogan in the following words 
" that one so high should have condescended to get down from 
the dais and walk among them all, they considered the greatest 
of compliments." 

At the conclusion of the visit the Prince of Wales caused to 
be handed to the Resident Commissioner the following letter for 
publication:— 

" Royal Train, 
Bechuanaland, 

18th July, 1925. 
Dear Colonel Ellenberger, 

Now that the Prince of Wales's visit to Bechuanaland 
is concluded, I am desired by His Royal Highness to express 
to you and your officials, and to the European and native 
population of the Territory, his appreciation of all the trouble 
that has been taken to make his visit to the Protectorate a 
successful and enjoyable one. 

His Royal Highness shares your regret that the weather 
conditions on the occasion of his visit to Serowe were so 
unfavourable. We had sincerely hoped that the wind might 
drop after sunset, but as there appeared no prospect of its 
subsiding and as he had no further engagements at Serowe 
on the following day, the Prince decided to fall in with the 
suggestion that he should return to the train after the evening 
programme was concluded. 

In view oi the reports which appeared in the papers, His 
Royal Highness wishes me to assure you that the arrange
ments made for his reception were quite satisfactory and that 
he found the programme spectacular and interesting through
out. He thanks the European community for the friendly 
welcome he received from them and wishes you to express 
to the Chief Sekgoma his admiration of the excellent display 
provided by the regiments. The Prince feels that the Chief 
and his people must have spent much time and money 
building roads, making new uniforms and preparing the 
decorations and illuminations, and lie was very impressed by 
the brilliant spectacle provided. 

The Prince of Wales had heard that it was a custom with 
Sekgoma and his people to furnish a parting guest with 
necessaries for his journey, but His Royal Highness did not 
feel able to accept for this purpose so magnificent a gift as 
£700, particularly as the Chief had already done so much 
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to entertain him at Hero we. In explaining to the Chief how. 
much he appreciated this token of his friendship the Prince 
intimated that he would be prepared to accept the money 
and cause it to be increased to £ 1 , 0 0 0 if the Chief would 
favourably consider the desirability of handing the total 
amount over to the High Commissioner on the understanding 
that it would be spent upon some national service for the 
benefit of his people which would commemorate his visit 
to Serowe during Sekgoma's Chieftainship. His Hoyal 
Highness is pleased to be able to inform you that the Chief 
readily agreed to this proposal and it was decided in consulta
tion with him that the £ 1 , 0 0 0 should be devoted to the 
erection of a hospital at Serowe. 

His Royal Highness was very pleased to meet the 
European inhabitants and the Chiefs and tribesmen of the 
Southern Protectorate at Gaberones to-day and thanks them 
also for their friendly welcome. 

Believe me, 
Yours, etc., 

LIONEL HALSBY. 
COLONEL JULES ELLENBERGER, I.S.O., 

Resident Commissioner, 
Bechuanaland Protectorate.'' 

Sekgoma, Chief of the Bamangwato, died on the 15th 
November. He contracted a sudden illness in July and after 
attempting for some weeks to conduct the affairs of his tribe' 
was persuaded to place himself in the hands of specialists at 
Cape Town. He returned in October, before the course of treat
ment and operation prescribed could be completed, and resumed 
his authority and place in Egotla. The fatal termination of his 
disease was, however, in the cu'cumstances certain, and a sudden 
collapse brought on death within a few hours. He was the 
oldest surviving son of Khama's marriage with Elizabeth 
Chukudu in 1862. He was banished by his father as the out
come of certain intrigues which occurred uuring Khama's absence 
in England in 1895, but reconciliation took place in 1922 and 
Sekgoma succeeded to the Chieftainship on Khama's death in 
the following year. His reign was so short that it is difficult 
to estimate his qualities and influence as a ruler, but he 
earnestly tried to follow in the footsteps of his great father, 
he sought to promote justice and humanity, and loyally supported 
the Government. He erected in Serowe to his father's memory, 
at a cost of £ 1 , 5 0 0 , a duiker in bronze (the duiker being the 
totem of the Bamangwato tribe) on a granite pedestal on which 
is inscribed "HERE LTE THE REMAINS OP KHAMA. RIGHTEOUSNESS 
RXALTRTII A NATTON " " O htse fha Khama. Tahiamo ke cona e 
godmng morafhe." On the Prince of Wales's departure he 
presented him with £ 7 0 0 in cash, according to native custom 
" to buy food for his journey," and this sum was, with Sekgoma's 

A 3 
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eontent, contributed by Hit Royal Highness towards the cost 
of a native hospital at Serowe. Sekgoma's successor is his son 
Seretse, during whose long minority the tribe have chosen 
Khama's youngest son, Tshekedi, as Regent and Acting Chief, 
and this choice has been approved by the Government. 

On 2nd February Captain Alan Cobham, flying a machine 
of the Be Haviland Aircraft Company, Limited, from Cairo to 
the Cape, arrived at Palapye Road Aerodrome en route to 
Pretoria; and the Royal Air Force flight, under the command 
of Wing Commander C. W. H. Pulford, O.B.E., A.F.C., 
arrived at Palapye Road on 81st March. 

On both occasions the flights were welcomed by the Magistrate 
of the District on behalf of the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
Administration. 

The stay of the Royal Air Force flight was sufficiently pro
longed to enable the local residents and the Administration to 
combine in offering entertainment to the visitors. 

Both flights alighted igain at Palapye Road on their return 
journeys. 

It is of great satisfaction to have the testimony of the 
officers carrying out the flights that the Aerodrome at Palapye 
Road—on which a great deal of time and work has been expended 
both by the Administration and the Bamangwato Chief—has 
proved to be so good and to meet the requirements of the Cape to 
Cairo flights. 

KALAHARI RECONNAISSANCE. SURVEY. 

In June, 1925, a party consisting of Doctor A. L. du Toit, 
B.A., D.Sc, Union Government Geologist, three Engineers 
and a Meteorologist, accompanied by two aeroplanes, visited the 
Chobe and N'gamiland Districts and remained there over four 
months. They were later joined by Professor E. H. Schwarz, 
whose writings and addresses on the question of utilization of the 
surplus waters of the four great northern rivers are well known; 
but Professor Schwarz undertook an independent investigation 
when he found that the official party's instructions did not extend 
to a survey of all the regions covered by his schemes. The report 
of the official reconnaissance has now been published (Union 
Department of Irrigation—Report of the Kalahari Reconnaissance 
of 1925) and provide* maps and other information, including levels 
from the Zambesi to Lake N'gami, of the utmost value from a 
cartographical, meteorological and probably also an economic 
point of view. Principally, ns' regards what may be termed 
immediate issues, the report definitely rejects Professor Schwarz's 
views as to the rain-producing possibilities which might be 
expected to result from the diversion into the Kalahari of any 
considerable quantity of water from the great rivers, even if, 
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as the report seeki to demonstrate is meet unlikely, the levels 
would render such an ambitious experiment practicable, flits 
being to, the report instate out that none of the prefects which 
it discusses as feasible from an engineering point of t i e* could 
be of direct benefit to the Union of South Im, These include 
(1) a 60-foot dam on the Zambesi at Katombora, itself costing 
approximately £4,000,000, to hold up the surplus flow of that 
river and the Linyanti or Chobe, and distribute this water over 
large tracts of land in the Caprivi Strip, Northern Rhodesia, the 
Mababe flats in the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and even so far 
as Lake N'garni and the Great Makarikari pan, the necessary 
irrigation canals and distributaries for that scheme costing 
perhaps another £2,000,000; and two minor schemes suggested* 
for further study by the Bechuanaland Protectorate Administra
tion because of their simplicity and moderate cost: (2) the 
irrigation of an area of about 125,000 acres within the Mababe 
depression, with water drawn from the Linyanti River by simple 
diversion via the Savuti channel, at a cost of approximately £5 
an acre, including distribution: and (3) the irrigation of the 
eastern part of the floor of Lake N'garni to the extent of some 
80,000 or 40,000 acres with water from the Okovango system 
alone in one of two ways at a cost of just under £100,000, or 
approximately £3 per acre, excluding distributaries, or perhaps 
£6, including distribution. 

Apart from the considerations that the cost of even the most 
moderate of these schemes appears to be beyond the present 
resources of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, and that the present 
native population probably does not stand in need of the benefits 
to be conferred, all the projects suggested would involve the 
disturbance of natives on lands which they have a right to occupy 
and would therefore raise questions not easy of solution. 

The report gives high praise to the maps of N'gamiland 
prepared by Captain A. G. Stigand, formerly Resident Magistrate 
in that district. 

Arising out of Doctor du Toit's visit to N'gamiland, the 
Resident Magistrate there submitted a report on the N'gamiland 
floods, which come down the Okovango River in June and July 
every year, after any floods due to local rains have subsided. This 
report, which of great interest, is embodied herein as Section 
XII. It will be repeated annually in future. 

LOCUST DESTRUCTION. 

At the commencement of the locust season in September 
everything was in readiness for the prosecution of a strenuous 
campaign in co-operation with the Union authorities. Though 
rains fell early, however, they did not continue and the severe 
drought which followed throughout the season was unfavourable 
to locust activity. Consequently, except at the outset and then 



The Locust Destruction Proclamation, 1928, was pat in force 
lor the season in the Lobatsi, Kweneng, Francistown, Tuli 
Block and Ghansi Districts, and in the portions of the Territory 
known as the Batawana Reserve and the Gaberones Block. 

The Senior Locust Officer reports as follows :-— 
" Flying swarms of locusts entered the Bechuanaland 

Protectorate about the end of May, 1926, coming from the 
south, and deposited eggs during June and the first part of 
Julv on Crown Lands north of the Molopo, and into the 
Kalahari up to Oki, in the southern portion of the Bang-
waketsi Reserve from Kanye south and south-west to 
Segkomo, and on the Barolong Farms. Each of the above 
infested areas were organised: a few wells were opened 
which were a great assistance, and, in consequence of all the 
preparations, the hatchings which occurred about a fort
night after the first rains were all expeditiously dealt with, 
and all voetgangers were destroyed before they reached 
even the rooibaatje stage. The outbreak in some of 
the areas was very heavy, but, thinks to the splendid 
co-operation of everybody concerned, there was no hitch or 
the least delay from the time the voetgangers occurred until 
they were all destroyed. 12,790 swarms were destroyed in 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate during the season, and the 
Territory is now believed to be entirely free from locusts 
and eggs. Indeed, in view of the very satisfactory locust 
position in the Union, I do not expect a further locust 
campaign next season will be necessary." 

To which is appended, with the consent of the Officer-in-
Charge, Locust Administration, Pretoria, the following extract 
from his report:— 

"In the Bechuanaland Protectorate, this season's 
campaign, thanks to the very successful campaign conducted 
therein during the last season, has been the smallest 
during the present cycle. The infestation was confined 
to the southern portion of the Protectorate. The 
heaviest infestation occurred in the Bangwaketse Reserve 
and in the vicinity of the Molopo Ri^er. This area, how
ever, on account of its vastness, sparse population, and lack 
of water, is one of the most difficult pirts of South Africa to 
operate in. 

The freedom of N'gamiland from locusts this season 
was the result of the heavy mortality that occurred amongst 
the flying locusts in these parts last season through the 
spread of the Fungus (Empusa Grylli) from the northern 
districts of South West Africa. 



entirely free of locusts. 
This very fortunate position reflects great credit on the 

officers concerned. During the season 29 Locust Officers 
(15 European and 14 Native) and 70 sprayers were employed, 
and 12,790 swarms o! voetgangers were destroyed." 

The campaign in the Protectorate cost approximately £5,865, 
not including poison, pumps, barrels, etc. 

IB* FmanciaL 
The estimated revenue for the year 1925-26 was £91,750; 

the actual amount collected was £107,844 0s. 6d., or 
£15,594 Of. 6o*. more than the estimate. 

Income Tax shows an increase of £8,046 over the estimated 

tares; this is largely due to Proclamation No. 26 of 1925, by 
ich the rate of Income Tax to be levied in respect of the year 

ended on the 30th dav of June, 1925, was raised in the case 
of companies to two shillings and sixpence in the pound under 
certain provisions. Customs Revenue, Posts and Hut Tax also 
show substantial increases of £2,636, £1,856 and £1,822 respec
tively. Under the heads Licences, European Poll Tax, Rentals and 
Transfer Duties, and Miscellaneous, the excesses were, 
respectively, £422, £71, £85 and £692; while the contribution 
from the Native Fund was £575 more than the estimate. 

Under the heads Revenue Stamps and Judicial Fines there 
were shortfalls of £287 and £324 respectively. 

The estimated expenditure was £95,407, and the actual 
expenditure amounted to £104,173 9*. Id., or £8,766 9*. la. 
more than the estimate. This is largely accounted for by 
expenditure under Public Works, namely, purchase of fencing 
material for the Rhodesia-Protectorate border fence, and 
increased expenditure under the Veterinary Vote. 

Revenue exceeded expenditure by £3,170 10*. l id. 

IV. Trade, Agriculture and Industries. 
The natives of the Bechuanaland Prote orate are mainlv 

engaged in cattle rearing. The distribution among the various 
tribes of pure-bred bulls and cows, purchased out of a fund 
maintained by the natives themselves, and the restriction of 
cattle exportations to the Union of South Africa to a eertam 
weight of animal, have contributed in different ways to the 
improvement of native stock. For veterinary reasons the export 
of cattle to the Union is further restricted to consignments 
intended for approved abattoirs and (without restriction as to 
weight) for export overseas, while to South West Africa and 
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Southern Rhodesia it is absolutely prohibited. There is 
unrestricted export to Angola and also through Northern Rhodesia 
to the Belgian Congo, except that in the latter case, in order 
to conserve the grazing in the quarantine camp on their side of 
the border, the Government of Northern Rhodesia require that 
cattle so exported shall not exceed a fixed number in one year, 
and such cattle are only admitted by the Belgian authorities, 
and consequently by Northern Rhodesia also, if they are certified 
by a Qualified Veterinary Surgeon as being free from trans-
mitable disease. As a result of all these restrictions, some of 
which are of recent imposition, the cattle trade is not yet as 
ilourishing as it might be. 

In July, 1925, in view of the scab menace, the Union 
Government found it necessary to request the Administration to 
make its own arrangements for the inspection of small stock 
exported to the Union of South Africa, and for dipping the 
animals on the Protectorate side of the border. Inspection had 
previously been performed at the border station by a Union 
official, but there was no dipping except in isolated cases in the 
Protectorate. It required some dx months to obtain the 
necessary land and construct a quarantine camp and dip at 
Ramathlabama, and until this was accomplished there was no 
export of sheep and goats to the Union, except when a Scab 
Inspector was able to certify that the animals had been properly 
dipped and were clean. In these circumstances the expert of 
sheep and goats to the Union fell from 14,157 last year to 5,282. 
The export to Rhodesia, 9,311, shows a slight increase. 

The export of pigs to the Union and Rhodesia remains 
inconBiderable. 

The cattle markets have, generally, shown an improved 
tone, good prices being frequently offered for Protectorate cattle 
in prime condition. 

The plentiful rains which fell during the season 1924-25 
continued to have a good effect on the cattle trade during the 
opening months of the financial year, but the period closed with 
one of the driest seasons on record, and, having regard to the 
increased weight restrictions on export, the outlook for next 
season is unfavourable unless there are good early rains. 

Yet drought has one compensation—the hides and skins of 
stock which die of starvation are marketable, and these were 
exported to the value of £29,768, as compared with £22,117 in 
the previous year. A good market for this commodity should 
also tend to induce the native to keep down his surplus stock. 

The trade in dairy products carried on by the European 
settlers is promising. The exports of butter-fat and cream 
increased from £20,359 in the previous year to £22,082. This 
improvement is, however, counterbalanced by decreases in the 
exports of cheese and butter. The natives also export cream to 
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a considerable extent. Figures in their case are not at present 
available, but this native industry is in process of reorganization 
under Public Health regulations and probably the supervision 
of a trained Dairy Inspector (who will also be available for the 
instruction of European settlers if required), so thai; statistics 
will doubtless be forthcoming for future reports. 

Skins and karosses of wild animals were exported to the 
value of £10,456 as compared with £12,819 in the previous year. 
The slight decrease is possibly due to the drought. 

There is a considerable export of firewood, i.e., dead trees, 
mainly to Kimberley and Mafeking, bringing into the Territory 
some £4,000 a year. 

The only minerals produced are gold and silver in the Tati 
District. Owing to the adoption of improved methods there 
is a gratifying increase this year :—3,672 oz. of gold and 371 oz. 
of silver, valued at £15,469, as against 1,372 oz. of gold and 
250 oz. of silver, valued at £5,786, in the previous yeai. 

Ivory to the value of £902 was exported. Previous statistics 
are not available. 

As a result of the plentiful rains in the 1924—25 season, 
the stocks of cereals in the Territory were adequate for the food 
requirements of the native population and there was a coi siderable 
export of kaffir corn and maize, which would be gratifying if the 
Bechuana, like other native tribes, made a practice of conserving 
their grain instead of joining in the general rush to market it 
when only low prices are obtainable. 

Owing to the drought, European settlers have thought it 
wiser not to repeat this year their experiments in cotton growing. 

The se on was remarkably free from locusts and nothing is 
known of any trade done in dried locusts, for which special rail
way rates had been arranged. The Union Government spent, 
only £5,866 in the Territory on locust destruction as against 
upwards of £20,000 last year. 

The business done at the traders' stores in the Territory 
continued to show improvement. The goods imported by these 
stores amounted to £284,230, against £220,000 in 1924-25. 

V. Legislation. 
The laws in force in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope 

on the 10th June, 1891, are, mutatis mutandis and so far as not 
inapplicable, the laws in force in the Bechuanaland Protectorate, 
and no statute of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
promulgated after the 10th June, 1891, applies to the Territory 
unless specially applied thereto by Proclamation of the High 
Commissioner for South Africa. 



14 COLONIAL REPORTS .—ANNUAL. 

The native Chiefs continue to adjudicate upon cases other 
than murder or culpable homicide arising among members of 
their respective tribes, and upon divorce cases where the marriage 
has taken place in accordance with native law and custom. 

Twelve Proclamations were promulgated during the year 
1925-26. 

Two of these related to the appropriation of funds to meet 
expenditure, one fixed the rates of Income Tax to be levied in 
respect of the year ended on the 30th day of June, 1925, and 
one amended the laws regarding the Customs Tariff and Excise 
Duties in the Territory. 

With regard to the Courts of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, 
one Proclamation amended the law relating to the punishment of 
offenders in respect of the discretion allowed to the Magistrate 
in regard to the passing of sentence, another empowered the 
Courts in criminal cases to make orders in certain circumstances 
for the restitution of stolen property and the compensation of 
purchasers thereof, and a third made further provision for the 
fixing of Court fees. 

In connection with the cattle industry the suspension of the 
duty on cattle for export was provided for and the laws in force 
in the Bechuanaland Protectorate in regard to pounds and 
trespasses were consolidated. Another Proclamation regulated 
the importation of stock from Portuguese West Africa. 

Provision was also made during the year under review for 
the temporary appointments of Magistrates and Assistant 
Magistrates in cases of emergency, and the laws relating to the 
preservation of game in the Bechuanaland Protectorate were 
amended and consolidated. 

There has been no session of the Special Court since the 
15th May, 1919. 

VI. Education. 
There were in the Territory, during the year 1925-26, 

twelve schools for European children, attended by approximately 
203 pupils, and 87 native schools, mostly under the flfgis of the 
Missionary Societies, with an approximate attendance of 6,954 
children. 

The schools for European children received Government 
grants-in-aid, the sum provided for this purpose for the year 
under review being £2,030, of which £1,194 was actually 
expended. Bursaries to the amount of £151 were also granted 
to certain Europeans in respect of the education of their children 
outside the Territory, and the sum of £517 was paid to officials 
for a similar purpose. These grants are restricted to children 
between the ages of ten and eighteen years. 
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The sum of £150 was donated to the Tigerkloof Institution 
for the training of native teachers, and grants of £300 from the 
general revenue of the Territory and of £90 from the Native 
Fund were made to the London Missionary Society towards 
native education. With the exception of the salary (£600) of 
the Principal of the National School at Mochudi, which is for 
the present paid out of the general revenue, the native schools 
have been mainly financed by the Native Fund, from which the 
amount of £3,409 has been expended on education generally and 
the upkeep of school buildings. 

The Bamangwato tribe, in addition to their contributions to 
the Native Fund, have almost entirely defrayed the expenses in 
connection with their school at Serowe, which is a very fine one 
with a considerable attendance. 

Of the European schools those at Gaberones and Ghanzi 
were closed, while one at Kanye was opened, during the year 
under review. Native schools were opened at Lusebe, 
Kalimbeza, Simayumbula, Matongo and Sundwa in the Chobe 
District, and at Jackala's in the Francistown District. 

Most of the schools, both European and native, are under the 
control of School Committees, generally presided over by the 
Resident Magistrate of the district, who pays periodical visits 
of inspection. In October, 1925, the Bakgatla National School 
at Mochudi was visited and inspected by Mr. Urling Smith, 
Director of Education, Northern Provinces, Nigeria. He has 
since furnished an interesting report, revealing a satisfactory 
state of affairs in many directions, and suggesting, at the same 
time, some useful criticisms for the future guidance of the 
Authorities concerned. 

During the winter months of 1925 the Inspector of Education 
in the Protectorate, who is the Director of Education in 
Basutoland, visited, for inspection purposes, the European 
schools and about 25 of the native school* in the Territorv. 

With regard to the latter he reports that the unavoidable 
annual break in the school working, when most of the children 
aro away at work on the land, lias never during the last 
sixteen years been so long or so detrimental to their educational 
interests. Owing to the abundant harvest (the reaping of which 
was stiil , finished at the end of September), for most of the 
pupils the so-called school year consisted only of a period of two 
or three months. 

This is greatly to be regretted since the schools are on the 
whole, he reports, welt staffed and efficient enough for the 
elementary work they have to do. 

l ie strongly advocates that there should be more trained 
European supervision over the native schools and, as a solution 
of the difficulty, suggests, as expense may permit, that trained 
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European teachers should be placed in charge of the schools in 
each of the larger stads—as has been done at Mochudi, where 
he emphasises the happy activity, cleanliness and discipline 
which have worked upon the children of that village an 
extraordinary change in a comparatively short time. 

He supports also the request of the London Missionary 
Society that the Government should convene an Advisory Com
mittee on Native Education as an essential preliminary to educa
tional progress in the Protectorate. It has, however, not yet 
been found possible to make the necessary financial provision. 

In connection with his visit to the European schools, the 
Inspector reports that they are proceeding normally and 
satisfactorily, in spite of the many difficulties incidental to small 
schools in which a multiplicity of classes containing pupils of 
varied attainments—and, in many cases, learning two languages 
—is bound to tax severely the resourcefulness of any teacher in 
charge. 

On the recommendation of the Inspector of Education and 
with the support of the members of the European Advisory 
Council, a new scale of Government grants to European pupils 
and schools has been submitted to and approved by the Secre
tary of State during the current year, and is proving more 
suitable to the varying needs of the different Districts of the 
Territory than the old £ for £ system of grants which it has 
replaced. 

TO. Medical. 

During the year 1925-26 the health conditions in general 
have been better than for some years past. Notwithstanding the 
intense heat of last summer, the general mass of the population 
do not appear to have been affected adversely. Both in type 
and incidence the prevailing diseases were less severe and wide
spread, and the economic life of the country may be said to have 
suffered little or no disturbance from their effects. This was due, 
no doubt, to the abundance of food supplies available in the 
resources of stored grain, and the good grazing following upon 
last year's heavy rainfall. 

As in the past, malaria and syphilis come first in the order 
of importance. But respiratory and gastro-intestinal troubles— 
as, for the most part, having a common origin in malarial infec
tion—take a high place in the list. 

Epidemic outbreaks were confined to influenza colds and 
whooping cough. The former are usual at the seasonal changes, 
and affect all and sundry. The latter, this year, was most 
prevalent among young children at Kanye and Mann, 
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N'gamiland. Of other infections, sporadic cases of measles, rubella 
and amaas (mild smallpox) were reported here and there. A 
special feature as regards the chest complications associated with 
some of these was the tendency to run a favourable course. 

During the months of May and June, however, an unusual 
mortality amongst natives, including bushmen, was reported 
from the Kalahari. In all, about 100 persons were said to have 
died; but, although it was impossible to verify the number to 
a certainty, there is no doubt that the death-rate was unusual.,, 
The symptoms pointed to severe malaria complicated with 
pneumonia, following upon the heavy rains of the preceding 
months. 

A trader was found so seriously ill that the Magistrate had 
to make a special journey to bring him into Kanye. 

The natives reported that mosquitoes in such numbers had 
never before appeared. There are tracts in these regions where 
rain does not fall more frequently than once in a generation, and 
if the rainfall is then heavy, the eggs deposited by insects 
during many years are brought to life. 

The presence of plague in the Union had to be kept in view, 
but, as the outbreaks there were so well controlled, nothing 
beyond special watchfulness and precautionary readiness proved 
to be necessary. 

Provision was made in the 1926-27 Estimates for building 
a modern hospital at Serowe and a small hospital-hut at Maufi, 
N'gamiland. It is intended that during the coming year the 
former should be completed, equipped and staffed, and the needs 
of a large native population met under changed medical condi
tions—with a certain amount of accommodation for Europeans 
also. 

The returns of diseases are the highest recorded in the history 
of the Territory. This is more the result of increased facilities 
afforded for observation and treatment, through the extension of 
the Medical Service, than of undue prevalence or severity. The 
records at Serowe were interrupted or altogether suspended for. 
long periods, owing to the absences of the medical officer on 
leave and in connection with the Chief Sekgoma's illness and 
removal to Cape Town, so that the returns for this area are in
complete. Those for Francistown, where a temporary medical 
officer resided for a portion only of the financial year, are also 
fragmentary. The material from the various stations and areas 
is, however, being brought gradually within the requirements of 
correct statistical form, and as the vacancies in the Service 
become filled permanently more accurate and complete returns 
will be possible. 
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At Gaborone and Molepolole the total number of treatments 
and attendances for the year was 3,880. Of these fifty-three 
were hospital cases (six Europeans, forty-seven natives). There 
were three deaths. At Kanye the total number of individual 
cases treated—both indoor and outdoor—was 1,426, of whom 43 
were Europeans; making a grand total of 3,971 treatments and 
attendances. Sixty-two cases were treated in the Mission Hospital 
and 49 operations performed. The recorded deaths were three. 
At Francistown 861 cases were attended and treated. At Maufi, 

• N'gamiland, 1,084 individual eases were treated, with fifteen 
deaths (nine from pneumonia, five from malaria, and one from 
blackwater fever). At Serowe the existing returns show 158 
Europeans treated, with two deaths, and 380 natives, with seven 
deaths. At Ghanzi 313 cases were treated, 57 Europeans and 
256 natives. There were no deaths. 

There is an all-round increase in the number of syphilitic cases 
treated. Gaberones and Molepolole record 887 cases; Francis
town 12; Serowe 42; Kanye 175 (including Moshupa and 
Manyana) and Maufi, N'gamiland, 51. 

Vin. Veterinary. 
Lungsickness.—An increase in this disease has again to be 

reported, the chief reasons for which were :— 

1. The abnormal rainfall in the Bamangwato Reserve during 
March, April and May, when, owing to the flooded condition of 
the country, it was impossible in many cases for officials to reach 
the scene of the various outbreaks. 

2. In connection with the visit of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, natives with their wagons and spans of oxen 
trekked to Serowe from all corners of the Reserve, and although 
an effort was made to use only inoculated oxen it was not always 
possible to enforce this. 

3. Owing to the illness and death of the late Chief Sekgoma, 
it was difficult to maintain effective control of the tribe. The 
first extensive outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia occurred in the 
Macloutsie district, and involved 8,000 animals. 

The disease was diagnosed at Rakops in June, but there 
is reason to believe that considerable delay occurred before this 
was done, as the natives at first attributed the sickness to locust 
poisoning, and, owing to geographical reasons, the investigation 
of this report took some weeks. The result was that the out
break assumed a serious aspect and extended over a large area 
before the staff could be placed in a position effectively to deal 
with it. Veterinary Officer Hill, with Stock Inspectors and ten 
Inoculators, remains in this area in charge of the various 
quarantines. 
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Mr. H. M. Webb, M.R.C.V.S. (late Union Department of 
Agriculture) wag engaged in September to replace Mr. Hill at 
Palapye Road, and the former is now in charge of *he various 
outbreaks in the Bamangwato Reserve (excluding the Rakops 
area). 

Two additional Stock Inspectors and several additional Native 
Inoculators were also appointed at this time. 

The following is a summary of the work done during the 
period under review :— 

Number of outbreaks during the year ... 92 
Number of animals admitted during the year 59,342 
Number of animals inoculated during the year 48,750 
Destroyed under Proclamation No. 2 of 1909 1,028 
Died from inoculation 1,563 
Died from other causes 1,742 
Branded and released * ... 29,031 

Research Work.—It will be remembered that during the 
previous year an endeavour was made to produce an effective 
virus at the Laboratory at Palapye Road, where, although the 
virus produced has been satisfactory, the quantity produced was 
disappointing. During the present year these experiments were 
continued with success. At present an average of fifty ounces 
per calf can be produced, while, from an animal killed during the 
month of December, as much as one hundred and sixty ounces 
was obtained. 

Liver Disease of Calves.—This disease has again caused 
heavy mortality in the Lobatsi, Gaberones and Tuli Blocks, 
while it has been particularly severe in the Tati area. In the 
latter district one farmer reported losing 83 out of 86 calves, 
and another 72 out of 96. 1 

All outbreaks investigated have been cases of mixed infection 
by the organisms of red water and gallsickness, with paratyphoid 
infection. In the ordinary way, neither disease is sufficiently 
virulent during the early months of a calf's life to cause death, 
but a combination of paratyphoid infection with either of the 
other two produces a heavy death-rate. 

Inoculation with redwater and gallsickness vaccine has given 
good results on some farms, but not on all. 

A paratyphoid vaccine has been produced by the Veterinary 
Research Laboratory, Onderstpoort, Pretoria, and has been 
favourably reported upon. 

The director of that laboratory has kindly supplied a quantity 
of this vaccine free of charge and as an experiment, for which 
it is desired to record the thanks of both the Administration and 
the fanning community. 
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So far, reports indicate that satisfactory results are being 
obtained, but it is too early to express a definite opinion m its 
efficiency. 

Anthrax and Quarter Evil.—These diseases show an increase 
over the previous year, but owing to the prompt measures taken 
in repoiting them and the inoculating of the stock by the farmer 
the diseases were kept well in hand. 

EXPORT OF CATTLL. 

The following cattle were exported from the Protectorate 
during the year :— 

To the Johannesburg Abattoir 23,307 
To the Belgian Congo (via Kazungula) ... 7,541 
To the Belgian Congo (by road ex N'gamiland) 1,250 
To Durban (Meat for export overseas) ... 2,336 

Total 34,434 

These figures show an increase of 9,272 head exported over 
the previous year, which is largely due to the plentiful rains of 
the previous summer, but also to the Union Government allowing 
Protectorate cattle to be sent to Durban for slaughter, the meat 
to be exported overseas. 

Although on the 8th January, 1926, the Union placed a 
further embargo on Protectorate cattle (minimum 1,050 lb. for 
oxen and 790 lb. for cows) to Johannesburg abattoir, there was 
an increase of over 5,000 head over the previous year; this was 
due entirely to the large exports prior to the increased restrictions 
being imposed. ' 

The export from the Protectorate, via Kazungula, shows also 
an increase of 2,172 head over the previous year. 

EXPORT OF OTHER ANIMALS. 

Sheep and goats to the number of 5,282 were exported to the 
Union via Ramathlabama, and 9,311 by rail to Rhodesia. 

These figures show an increase of 126 to Rhodesia and a 
decrease of 8,875 to the Union, which is accounted for by the 
embargo placed on the export of small stock from the 
Protectorate by the Union Authorities until a quarantine camp 
with dipping facilities and under the supervision of a Scab 
Inspector, appointed by this Administration, had been arranged. 
During the erection of the quarantine camp, fencing and 
making of dip and kraals, no export of small stock was allowed 
to the Union. 
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Cattle 
Sheep and Goats 
Donkeys 
Horses 
Mules 
Pigs 

1,038 
996 

2,860 
472 
122 
187 

VACCINES. 

The following vaccines were purchased from the Pretoria 
Laboratory and forwarded to residents in the Protectorate from 
this Office during the year :— 

Anthrax ... 24,075 doses. 
Quarter Evil Filtrate 8,300 „ 
Wire Worm Remedy 1,800 „ 
Redwater and Gallsiekness ... 43 ,, 
Horse Sickness Serum 10 litres. 

DL Judicial Statiftics. 
The number of cases adjudicated upon by officials of the 

Administration during the year 1925-26 was 554, as against 715 
in 1924-25 and 590 in 1923 24. 

There were s ix cases of homicide; of these one was acquitted, 
four were sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour, and one 
was extradited. 

There were 57 cases of other offences against the person, in 
42 of which conviction follow*"', 96 offences against property, 
with 82 convictions; and 395 prosecutions for other crimes and 
offences, in which 345 convictions followed. 

<24M3) A 4 

The embargo lasted from September until January, when 
the requisite quarantine camp, with a scab inspector in charge, 
was opened to public use. 

Pigs to the number of 612 were exported to the Union, being 
a decrease of 847 compared with the previous year. 

IMPORTATIONS. 

Permits for the importation of the following animals were 
issued during the year :— 
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3L Pottal Statiitici. 
The administration and control of the postal services in the 

Bechuanaland Protectorate are, subject to the authority of 
the Resident Commissioner, vested in the Postmaster-General 
of the Union of South Africa. 

Offices.—There were 22 offices of all grades in operation in 
the Territory during the year ended 31st March, 1926. Money-
order and savings bank business was transacted at three of these, 
five were postal and telegraph agencies, one a telegraph office 
only, and the remainder postal order agencies. 

Money-Orders.—The value of the money-order transactions 
for the year shows a decrease both in issue and payments in 
comparison with the value of those issued and paid, respectively, 
during the preceding year. 

Orders to the number of 382, valued at £2,304 3*. 10d., were 
issued as against 365, of the value of £3,064 3*. 6d., issued 
during 1924 25, and 154 money-orders to the value of 
£1,006 Is. 6d. were paid out, as against 195, valued at 
£1,022 0*. 8d., paid out during the foregoing year. 

Postal Orders.—The value of postal orders issued and paid 
during the year under review shows a considerable increase as 
regards issues and a slight increase as regards payments compared 
with the value of issues and outpayments, respectively, during 
the previous financial year. Orders numbering 14,873, worth 
£6,010 15*. 3d., as against 12,720, valued at £5,128 7*. 10d., 
in the preceding year, were issued, and 3,797 of the value of 
£2,159 12*. Id. were paid out, as compared with 3,272 valued at 
£2,009 16*. l id . during the year 1924-25. 

Savings Bank.—With regard to the Savings Bank, an increase 
is shown both in respect of the amounts deposited and of those 
withdrawn, 314 deposits valued at £2,035 5*. 2d. having been 
made as against 218 deposits of the value of £1,990 14*. 0d., 
whilst 69 withdrawals, worth £1,141 4*. 6d., were effected in 
comparison with 44 valued at £726 8*. l id , in the previous year. 

Revenue and Expenditure.—The total postal revenue from all 
sources amounted to £10,080 14*. 9d., being a decrease of 
£2,178 2*. 4d. compared with the revenue collected during the 
year 1924-25. This shortfall is due entirely to fluctuations in 
the receipt of payments in respect of transit of mails from 
foreign countries during the financial year. 

The expenditure for the year under consideration amounted to 
£4,139 Us. 8d., being a decrease of £371 18*. 3d. compared with 
the expenditure for the corresponding twelve months in 1924-25. 
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The average aggregate monthly rainfall for all stations for the 
year ended 31st March, 1925, was as follows:— 

1925. Inches. 
April 3*623 
May 2*508 
June -332 
July -058 
August — 
September 1'720 
October *36() 
November 1*864 
December 1*572 
2926. 
January 3*060 
February 2780 
March 2*033 

Total J 9*910 

The monthly average maximum and minimum temperatures 
at the various Magistracies through the year were as follows :— 

Maximum. Minimum 
um. degrees. degrees. 
April 75'95 56*80 
May 71*09 45*26 
June 72M2 38-42 
July 70-75 38*99 
August 76-71 45-83 
September 78*37 49*85 
October 86-83 5712 
November 88-88 61*01 
December 9216 05*28 
1926. 
January 90*54 65*30 
February ... 90-70 65*35 
March 84*72 61-71 

At the instance of the Union Government, sell-recording 
instruments consisting of an anemobiagraph, barograph, 
thermograph and hvgrograph were installed at Ghanzi. These 
instruments are on loan from the Union Government and the 
Protectorate Government Dispenser acts as observer and forwards 
weekly reports to the Chief Meteorologist, Pretoria. 

The Bechuanaland Protectorate lies roughly between i2,000 
and 5,000 feet above sea-level, and only a few people live at th<* 
cooler altitudes of from 4,000 to 5,000 ft. The portion of the 
country inhabited by the greater number of both Europeans and 
natives is adjacent to the only line of railway, whicL passas 
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through the eastern side of the Territory for a distance of 403 
miles ; the average altitude of the stations and sidings along this 
section of the line is 3,418 ft. 

XII. N'Gamiland Floods. 

REPORT BY THE RESIDENT MAGISTRATE, N'GAMILAND, DATED 
31ST MAHCH , 1926. 

" The year 1925 began with heavy ai:d incessant rains 
which actually continued until the end of May, on the last 
day of which month 1.] inches were registered. The local rains 
had a pronounced effect on the swamps and long before the 
flood waters from the Angola Highlands could have arrived 
rivers such as the Thamalakan began to rise. 

At the end of April the Thamalakan River was abnormal 
and water had begun to How into Lake N'garni notonl} from 
the Kunyere River but also from the Lake River which had 
not previously reached Tot-en since 1910. During the first-
week in May, 1 travelled by aluminium boat f'*om Maun 
down the Thamalakan River to Tot eft, and a distance of 
about seven miles into the Lake, landing on the main road 
to Tsau at the Damara village at Lekgotlwaneft. The 
Taughe River had then been flowing for some time at Tsau 
and was five feet deep opposite Tsau ( 'amp. 

I t was suggested that the early inundations were due to 
the Chobe water coming via the Magwexana Spillway, which 
was full and navigable for its full length, and so causing 
early Hoods. Phis is to my mind a ridiculous idea, for the 
Chobe floods took place in April and the water is given one 
week, more or less, to arrive at the Lake or to raise the 
water sufficiently to cause it to flow into the Lake . Flood 
waters rise very slowly in this country and sometimes there 
is no visible movement on the edge of flood areas which, 
nevertheless, extend from day to day. 

At the end of Ju ly , 1 am informed that the water in the 
Magwexana Spillway had only recently broken off owing io 
the subsidence of the Chobe floods. This was observed by 
aeroplane. In contrast to the Okavargo floods the Chobe 
floods rise quickly and soon become normal again. The 
Thamalakan at Maun dropped at the rate of a quarter to half 
an inch a day. The river was still higher in Oct her than it 
had been since 1898. 

When 1 visited Lake N'gami with Doctor A. L, <lu Toit 's 
party in September the Lake had extended a- distance of about 
25 miles and was within a short distance of the road from 
Tsau to Bodiben, I was unable to do the journey to Bodiben, 
but 1 am informed that the Lake as viewed M o m the stony 
ridges above fcamathndiV Cits presented quite an impresshe 
spectacle There was a large sheet of water visible, though, 
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in the eastern end of the Lake the reeds have grown so 
that the water is hidden from view, though it was as deep 
as five feet. 

On this journey I located Professor Schwarz }s camping 
place at which he turned back, and it seems a pity that he 
did not go right up to the Lake where the water spreads out. 
The river does not spread out for a distance of two or three 
miles. 

The Lake is gradually drying up, but still contains a 
great deal of water. 

The Botletle River reached approximately to Mopipi, a 
distance of about 200 miles from here. Professor Schwarz 
travelled from Maufi to Mopipi by canoe, a journey which has 
not been possible for many years. 

During September 1 also travelled by boat from Mauft to 
Moghoghelo, taking the channel straight across past 
Sephatsa's, Ochiri and through Dinao Pan. This channel 
does not appear to have been navigable since 1910. From 
Moghoghelo I travelled towards the Mahabe Flats along the 
Moghoghelo River, reaching as far as Mogwagashu. wliere 
dense weeds and grass made it impossible to go any further. 
The water was stili several feet deep—too deep for the 
paddlers to pole the boat along—but progress was at the rate 
of half a mile an hour, so 1 decided to return, as 1 was told 
that these conditions continued us far as the Kusa Forest. 

No water reached the Mahabe Flats during 1925, though 
the waters of the Kururnanc and Moghoghelo Rivers effected 
a junction and flowed to a short distance south of the sand 
ridge (Lezana-la-Nkaka), where it breaks through before 
entering the Flats. 

The floods of 1925 would appear to have been the h ighes t 
since 1898, exceeding those of 1910 considerably, though a 
noticeable feature seems to have been the different effect. 1 
feel certain that far more water comes down the Thamalakan 
River than in former years. Even though the Lake is said 
to be as it was in 1898, ye t in 1925 no water reached the 
Mababe Flats. On the other hand, in 1910 it seems that 
there was a small area of marsh created on the Mahabe and 
the water in the Lake only extended as shown on Captain 
Strand's map. 

It is of interest to no te that Lieutenant ( l a s h t ravel led 
from Maun to Andara and back during 1925 by boa t , covering 
a d i s tance of some 600 mi les , a journey not previously 
accomplished by Europeans." 

Cap ta in StigamFs m a p s of N'gamiland (G.S., G.S., 2988 \ 
B of 1922^ will be found useful in s t u d y i n g the above r epor t . 

t March, 1926 . 
C. L. O'R D U T T O N , 

Government Secretary, 
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