
 

 

 

 

 

This document was created by the 
Digital Content Creation Unit 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
2010 

 



COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 

No. 983. 

S W A Z I L A N D . 

REPORT FOR 1917-18. 
(For Report for 1016-17 tee No. 945.) 

ercsentco to parliament by Command ot fet* fflaletiB. 

February, 1919. 

L O N D O N : 
PUBLISHED BY HIS MAJKsTVo STATIONERY OFFICE. 

To be purclidArd through any Book*«ll«T or din i l ly from 
H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE at III- followtup a'ddro***: 

I M P E R I I HOUSE, KINOSWAT, LUNOON, W . C . 2,aud 28, AOIM.HUN STREET, 
LONDON, S . W . 1: 

37 , PETER STREET, MANCHESTER; I . S T . ANDREW'S CRESCENT, CARDIFF ; 
2 3 , FORTH STREET, EDINBURGH ; 

or from E. PONSONBY, LTD . , 116, G R A I H I S STREET, O U R U S . 

[Cmd. 1-6. | 
1919. 

Pric$ U. NH. 



COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL 

No. 983. 

S W A Z I L A N D 

R E P O R T ON SWAZILAND FOR T H E FINANCIAL YEAR 
ENDED 31st MAECH, 1918.* 

I . ~ FINANCIAL. 

(a) REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

The total revenue for the year amounted to £70,795 18.s\ id., being 
£3,995 18.v. id. more than the Estimate, and the total Expenditure 
to £70.055 1 Or/., showing u saving of .£2,520 18s. 2f/. on the Estimates. 

The following table shows the. comparison between ordinary Revenue 
and Expenditure for the lust two years :-

Year. Revenue. 

£ 
1916 17 . . 50,525 
1917-18 . . 04,407 

Expenditure. 

Surplus of 
Revenue 

over 
Expenditure. 

£ 
03,105 
07,1 Hi 

Surplus of 
Expenditure 

over 
Revenue. 

£ 
0,04(1 
2,052 

The above table does not include Extraordinary Revenue and 
Expenditure for the yearn indicated. During the year under review 
the former amounted to £0 ,328 and the latter to £2,1)3(1. 

Ordinary Revenue shown an increase of £8,!IOU, mainly due to the 
collection of outstanding native Tax and the. payment of fine* by 
lax defaulters. The new ly-imposed Wheel Tax produced nearly 
£6<M>, and Bane Metal Royalty showed an increase of £707 owing to 
the improved value of tin and the new method of assessment. There 
wan a .slight falling off under the heads of Import Dues and Posts 
and Telegraphs and there was a .shortage of £547 under Concession 
Rents. This latter amount will be recovered. 

Extraordinary Revenue shows a decrease of £8,044, there being 
an amount of £7$08l less in regard to sales of Crown lands, and £ 1 , 3 1 1 
in the matter of the recovery of survey and expropriation costs. These 
are both diminishing sources of Revenue. Most of the heads of 
ordinary Expenditure show increases over the previous year's figures 

f A Mketeli Map uil! be found in the Repot 1 for 1914 15, No. 860: 
|Cd. 7022 37J. 

<C627> Wl. IffflfKM. 2.19. B.AF.Ltd, 0*11/2. 
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due to extended services and to abnormal conditions arising out of 
the War. The total excess was £2,4 10, of which £2,287 occurred 
under the Veterinary Vote in the purchase of dipping material, which, 
under ordinary circumstances would have fallen on the following 
year's Estimates. There* was a saving of £2,124 under the heads 
Transport and Public Works Recurrent due to restricted services. 

(b) PUBLIC DEBT. 

The Public Debt amounted to £92,500, made up as follows : 
(1) Swaziland Consolidated Loan, £72,500, bearing interest at 

3h per cent, per annum, and repayable, through the medium of a 
Sinking Fund, within twenty-five years from 1st April, 1910. 

(2) Swazi Nation Trust Fund £20,000. bearing interest a t 4 per 
cent, per annum. 

(c) ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 

On March 31st, 1918, liabilities exceeded assets by £83,756 15*. 9d. 

(d) CURRENCY AND BANKING. 

The currency is British coin and coins of the late South African 
Republic, which are of similar denominations to the British. All such 
British and Transvaal coins are legal tender in the case of gold coins, 
for payment of any amoun t ; in the case of silver coins for payment 
of an amount not exceeding forty shillings; in the case of bronze 
coins, for payment of an amount not exceeding one shilling. 

The National Bank of South Africa, Limited, has a branch at 
Mbabane, where the amount on deposit at March 31st, 1918, was 
£50,731. It also has sub-branches at Hlatikulu ami Mahamba. 
The average bank rate of exchange with London was one-half per cent. 

The Bank also conducts savings bank business. The number of 
savings bank depositors at the Mbabane Branch was 76, with a 
total credit of £2,100. 

At the various Post Offices in the Territory, Post Office Savings 
Bank business is conducted. At March 31st, 1918, the depositors 
numbered 201, with a t o H credit of £3,MO. 

Interest at 3 per cent, was allowed by both Savings Banks. 

{e) CUSTOMS. 

By an agreement with the Government of the Union of South Africa, 
dated June 30th* 1910, Swaziland is dealt with, for Customs purposes, 
as part of the Union. Payments due to Swaziland are assessed on 
the proportion which the average of the collection* for the three 
years ended March 31st, 1011, bears to the total Customs collection 
of the Union in each year. The amount so received by Swaziland 
for the vear under review amounted to t;H,052, as compared with 
£7.571, £5,981, £7,788, ami £8,330 for the years ended March 31st, 
1014, 1015, lOltt, and 1017, respectively. 
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II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND MINING. 

j (a) TRADE. 

In view of the arrangement with the Union Government regarding 
the collection of Customs dues referred to above, no statistics of 
imports and exploits have been kept since June, 1910. 

There is little variation in the imports, which consist principally 
of general merchandise, including kaffir truck, and a small quantity 
of mining and farming implements. Owing to the paucity of the 
white population, and to the elementary requirements of the natives, 
the volume of trade is small. Trade generally continues to be adversely 
affected by the War. 

The cost of living has increased and prices generally are high 
principally owing to the small turnover of the traders and to the dis
tance from a railway. The following were the average prices of 
foodstuffs obtaining throughout the year :— 

Flour, per bag, 100 lbs., 45s. 
Mealies, per bag, 200 lbs., 27*. U. 
Kaffir Corn, per bag, 200 lbs., 32.5. 6d. 
Potatoes, per bag, 150 lbs., 25s. 
Butter, per lb., 2s. 6d> 
Milk, per quart, 9d, 
Rice, per ID., 6rf. 
Sugar, per lb., 6d. 
Bread, per lb., 7rf. 
Meat, per lb., lOdf. 
Cheese, per lb., 2s. 
Eggs, per dozen, 2s. 6dL 

(b) AGRICULTURE. 

In some parts of the Territory the crops were an entire failure, 
owing to the excessive rains, whilst in other parts, particularly in the 
low veld, where shortage of rains often prevents the growing of good 
crops, exceptionally large harvests were reaped. Individual natives 
continue to use more progressive methods in regard to the cultivation 
of their crops, but, generally speaking, the native is very backward 
in this respect. Little or no effort is made by them to grow more 
than will suffice for their smallest needs with a favourable return, 
and, consequently, there is often a shortage. 

Now that the plough is gradually leplacing the hoe, and with the 
example of the more progressive methods of their white neighbours, 
it is hoped that improved methods will be adopted. It is the intention 
of the Government, so soon as funds become available, to establish 
a small agricultural school for natives. The principal crops of the 
natives are mealies, k:>ffir corn, ground-nuts, pumpkins, and sweet 
potatoes. The first two, which form the staple diet of the natives, 
are grown in insufficient quantities to meet local requirement*. The 
European farmers are still few, but their operations are extending. 
Their principal produce is mealies, for which a good price can always 
be obtained. A small acreage of cotton was planted during the year ; 
and the Government is assisting the farmers with the loan of funds, 
to purchase a ginning plant and to erect a cotton warehouse. A 
small quantity of tobacco is grown by Europeans and some of the 
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more progressive natives. Citrus and other fruit are likely to be 
grown extensively, so soon as there is an available market. 

During the year Agricultural Shows were held at Hlatikulu and 
Bremersdorp with encouraging results. 

A further 1,519 morgen of Crown land was sold in small grants 
to Europeans, at an average price of 7*. per morgen. In all, seven 
grants were made. The Government also disposed of 4,031 morgen 
of encumbered Crown land to the holders of the encumbrances, at an 
average price of 5*. per morgen. (A morgen equals 2" 11654 English 
acres). 

(c) STOCK. 

The following are the estimated numbers of stock at March 31st, 
1918:— 

Horses 500 
Horned Cattle 150,000 
Native Sheep and Goats 250,000 
Mules .. 300 
Donkeys 1,000 
Pigs 5,000 

Approximately 300,000 sheep are brought into Swaziland from 
the Transvaal each year for winter grazing. 

At the end of the Financial year there were'78 cattle-dipping tanks 
in use in the Territory, of which 52 belonged to the Government. 
Owing to excessive rains it was not possible to carry out in full the 
Government's programme in regard to the erection of dips. IT is 
hoped during the coming year to build four more dipping tuuks. 
At March 31st, 1918, approximately 145,000 head of cattle were being 
dipped regularly. * 

The position in regard to East Coast Fever disease in cattle is more 
satisfactory than at any time since the disease first visited the Territory 
in 1902. Only three herds became infected during the year, resulting 
in ten deaths from the disease. There is every hope that within a 
short period this disease will have been eradicated in Swaziland. 
This result has been attained by strict and efficient control exercised 
by the Veterinary Department, and by the loyal assistance rendered 
by cattle owners, both Europeans and native. 

Ordinary rod water and gall sickness were more prevalent than usual; 
this is attributed to the early and excessive rains of last summer. 
Contagious abortion appears to be more widely distributed than was 
at first suspected. It is difficult to obtain accurate information in 
regard to this disease when it occurs in native-owned cattle, and the 
increase in the number of cases may be due to closer herding consequent 
on the land settlement and to increase in the number of cattle in e 
particular locality. 

Horse sickness was again prevalent in many paits of the country, 
owing, no doubt, to the abnormally wet season. 

There are now ten Government stud bulls running with native 
herds in different parts of the country ; t\m number will be increased. 
It is hoped by this moans gradually to improve the stamp of animal 
owned by the natives. 

The ranching companies and other cattle owners continue to import 
pure-bred bulls for service in their herds ; the quality of the European 
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owned stock has greatly improved during recent years and there has 
been a large increase in the quantity. Nine years ago, before the 
partition of concessions took effect, the value ot cattle owned by 
Europeans probably did not exceed £20,000. To-day the value is 
approximately £240,000. 

1,105 head of slaughter cattle passed through the quarantine camp 
for export to Johannesburg. The restrictions imposed by the Union 
Government in regard to the export of slaughter 3tock are being 
modified now that East Coast Fever has been practically eradicated 
in Swaziland. 

{d) MINING. 

Mining is carried on under the authority of concessions granted by 
the late King Mbandeni and the Crown Minerals Order in Council. 
Tin is the only mineral worked commercially at the present time. 
War conditions have occasioned a considerable rise in the price of 
tin, but have adversely affected gold-mining in Swaziland. Work 
on the gold mines has been temporarily suspended. 

The outputs of tin and gold for the pa3t five years are as follows :— 
Cassiterite Tin. Valued at 

Tons. £ 
1913-14 492 51,220 
1914-15 496 43,256 
1915-16 584 56,067 
1916-17 459 46,732 
1917-18 511 60,221 

Fine Gold. Valued at 
Ozs. £ 

1913-14 . . 11,324 , 48,104 
1914-15 . . 9,310 39,552 
1915-16 . . 6,497 29,595 
1916-17 . . 4,633 19,682 
1917-18 . . •— . . 

llj. EDUCATION AND RELIGION, 
(a) EDUCATION. 

Government Schools for European children are established at 
Bremersdorp. Driefontein, Ferreira's Station, Mantambi, Hluti, 
Mtambama, Nietgegund, and Mooihoek. There is a primary and 
secondary school for European children at Mbabane which is subsidised 
by the Government. The average attendance at these schools was 
246. 

At Zombode, the kraal of the Chief Regent, there is a school for 
natives under Government control. The average attendance at this 
school during the year under review was 93. 

Archdeacon Watts, M.A., the founder of the school for Europeans, 
at Mbabane, also opened a school for coloured children, where the 
average attendance was 58. This school also receives a Government 
grant. 

Boarding bursaries at the rate of is. per child per week, are paid 
by Government for all European pupils whose parents are in poor 
circumstances and who reside three miles or more from a school. 
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The various native missions in Swaziland receive grants in aid for 
native education. During the year the grants so made amounted 
to £40G. 

(b) RELIGION. 

There are ten religious bodies carrying on work in Swaziland. So 
far as possible, the native missions avoid encroaching on each other's 
spheres of work. The followiug are the different native missions 
working in Swaziland : - Anglican, Roman Catholic, South Africa 
General, Pentecostal Chure 1 of the Nazarene, Wesleyan Methodist, 
Scandinavian Alliance, International Holiness Union, African Methodist 
Episcopal Lutheran, Christian Catholic Apostolic Church of Zion, 
Religious instruction is given by the different bodies a t 86 different 
centres, where the average attendances totalled 3,350. 

The Anglican and Roman Catholic Churcl °s also have churches at 
Mbabane for Europeans. 

IV. GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
The hospital a t Mbabane is the only Government Institution in the 

Territory. The hospital contains one European, and two native 
wards. There were 172 admissions during the year, and nearly 
2,500 out-patients were treated. 

V.—JUDICIAL. 
(a) POLICE. 

The strength of the Swaziland Police was Europeans: 4 officers, 
1 warrant officer, 25 non-commissioned officers and men ; Natives : 
160 non-commissioned officers and men. All the Europeans are mounted 
whilst the native force is infantry. Ten of the European members 
of the force were absent on active service. 5,251 patrols were sent 
out, and 277,999 miles patrolled. 

(b) CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 
During the year 2,036 cases were reported to the police : of this 

number, 37 were trivial matters in which the police refused to take 
proceedings, and 63 were not brought before the Courts for want 
of evidence. In all, 5,032 persons were brought before the various 
Courts ; of this number 164 were discharged on the merits of the case. 
38 were committed for trial in the Superior Courts and 4.830 were 
summarily convicted. 

(r) GAOLS. 

During the year 2.039 persons, comprising 1.947 men. 77 women, 
and 15 juveniles, were committed to the various gaols in the Territory. 
Of this number. 524 were committed for safe custody till trial or for 
want of security, and 1.511 for purposes of penal imprisonment. Of 
the number committed for penal imprisonment. 70 had been once 
previously convicted. 28 twice, and 22 thrice or more times. There 
were eight deaths in gaol during the year. 
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VI VITAL STATISTICS, &c. 

(a) POPULATION. 

A census of the population of Swaziland was taken in May, 1911, 
which showed that the total population was 99,959, com ising 1,083 
Europeans, 143 coloured, and 98,733 natives. 

(ft) BIRTHS, DRATHS, AND MARRIAGES. 

Europeans ; Births, 49 ; or approximately 38 per 1,000. 
Deaths, 18 ; or approximately 15 per 1,000 
Marriages, 7. 

The births and deaths of natives are not registered. There were 
41 marriages according to Christian rites amongst the native population. 

(r) PUBLIC HKALTH. 

There has been little serious sickness during *he year, and a marked 
absence of cases of infectious diseases. the only ones reported being 
a few cases of chicken-pox. Th: severe outbreak of malarial fever 
which was referred to in +lw last report, did not subside until the end 
of May, 1917, and it recurred towards the close of the last 
rainy season. The natives continue to take advantage of the free 
issues of tjuinine made by the Government. Three new cases of 
leprosy were discovered. 

These, as with other cases, were isolated and the usual precautions 
taken. Cases of syphilis in a rather mild form came to the notice 
of the medical officers. It is difficult to say to what extent this 
disease permeates the native eomnunity, but judged by effects on 
the health and vitality of the people it would not seem to be very 
prevalent. 

(</) MKTKOROLOUY. 

The average rainfall as recorded throughout the Territory, was 
75*7 inches, considerably above the normal, particularly in regard 
to the low and middle velds. The maximum recorded was at Mbabane, 
where 9927 inches fell on 19(5 days. The heaviest monthly fall 
occurred at Mankaiana, where in January, 1918, 1992 inches were 
recorded in 18 day.% Both rainfall and temperature vary considerably 
with the altitude of the station. At Mbabane, which lies at an altitude 
of 4,000 feet, the highest screen temperature recorded was 90 degrees, 
as compared with 101 degrees for the previous years, while the 
minimum was 33 degrees. At Croydon, an observation station in 
the low veld, the maximum was 97 degrees, as compared with a record 
of 103 for the previous year; the minimum was 31 degrees. The 
variation in the maximum temperatures as compared with the previous 
year may be attributed to the abnormal rainfall during the summer 
monilis. The figures given in regard to Mbabane may be taken as 
typical of the hilly parts of the country* whilst those at Ctoydon 
reflect the low veld generally. The intervening middle veal varies 
as to rainfall and temperature between the figures given for Mbabane 
and Croydon. 
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VII.—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 

These services are under the control of the Postmaster General of 
the Union, but are paid for from the revenues of Swaziland. There 
were 13 post offices working of which 4 transacted money order and 
telegraph business. A tri-weekly motor mail and pdbsenger service 
runs between Carolina, the railhead and Mbabane, a distance of about 
80 miles. Elsewhere the services are by carts or native runners. 

VIII. GENERAL. 

His Excellency the High Commissioner visited Swaziland in Septem
ber, 1917, and held meetings with the Europeans and natives, at 
which matters of general interest wen 1 discussed. The European 
residents and the Swazi chiefs were much gratified at being able to 
meet His Majesty's representative in South Africa, and to discuss 
with him personally matters affecting the welfare of the Territory 
and people. 

The public of Swaziland generally continues to subscribe to the 
various relief funds in South Africa and tinglund. The amount 
received by the local committees up to March 31 si, was nearly CI,500. 
Of this sum, approximately tl,00H was expended on the equipment 
of a troop from Swaziland which served in the South-West African 
campaign with the Imperial Light Horse. Almost every available 
eligible inun of British birth able to offer his services has served or 
is serving in some theatre of the War. 

A full share in the honours of war has fallen to men from Swaziland. 
The casualties fortunately have not been large proportionately to the 
mi tuber of men on service. 

The natives throughout the Territory are contributing towards 
a fund opened by tin1. Chief Regent. A sum of U,(HH>, being'a portion 
of the collection, WHS forwarded to Mis Majesty through the High 
Commissioner for use in connection with the War. An aeroplane, 
suitably inscribed, was purchased with this contribution, by Hi* 
Majesty's command. Collections from the Swazis are continuing. 

The demand for native labour on mines in the Transvaal has not 
diminished, and the Swazis continue to go out to work freely. This 
forms the principal source of money supply for the natives of the 
Territory. Tuere is a fair local demand for agricultural and mine 
labourers. 

The roads generally were badly damaged by the excessive ruins. 
The need of good roads and bridges over the rivets has been badly 
felt ; and steps are being taken which will result in considerable 
improvements in the means of communication throughout the Territory 

The Staff of the Administration, both civil and police, has had to 
carry on short-handed, as every eligible man. able to be spared, has 
gone on active service. It has been nc< «v»sary to employ extra 
temporary assistance and officers have done* their utmost to maintain 
the efficiency of their departments. 

U NICHOLSON, 
(Jovernment Secretary, 

Mbabane, Swaziland. 
October 2, 1918. 



C O L O N I A L R E P O R T S , Ac. 

The following recent reports, &c<. relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page 

A N N U A L . 
No. Colony, Ace. Year. 

950 Bechuanaland Protectorate 1916-1017 
951 Barbados «t 
952 Leeward Islands „ 
953 St. Vincent ,» 
954 Uganda » 
955 Nyasaland „ 
956 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 1916 
957 British Honduras » 
958 Gilbert and Ellice Islands 1916-1917 
959 Cayman Inland* ,» 
960 Bermuda 1916 
961 Mauritius . . ,# 
962 Ashanti 1917 
063 Falkland Island* 
964 Seychelles . . . . . . . . . . » 
965 Weihaiwei „ 
066 Fiji «t 
967 Solomon Islands 1017-1918 
068 Grenada . . . . . . * . . . . • . ft 
960 Turks and Cairo* Island* . . . • •. . • 1917 
070 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast . . . . „ 
971 Ceylon ,* 
972 Hong Kong . . . . . . . . . . . . 
073 Zanzibar 
974 St. Helena „ 
075 Malta 1917-1918 
976 British Guiana 1017 
077 St. Vincent 1917-1918 
978 Bahama* . . , . . . . . . . ,, 
970 Gambia 1917 
080 Jamaica 1917-1918 
081 Gibraltar 1917 
082 Bermuda ,, 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 
No. Coiony f dec. Subject. 

79 Northern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1907-8 and 
1908-0. 

80 Nyasaland Mineral Survey, 1008-0. 
81 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1008-0. 
82 Imperial Institute Rubber and Guttapercha 
83 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1010. 
84 West Indies Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, &c. 
86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1011. 
86 Southern Nigc. a Mineral Survey, 1012, 
87 Ceylon Mineral Survey. 
88 Imperial Institute . . . . . Oilseeds, Oils, &c. 
80 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1013. 
90 St. Vincent Roads and Land Settlement. 

Printed under (ho authority of IIin Majesty'* Stationery OAeo 
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