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No. 1056. 

S W A Z I L A N D . 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3Ut MARCH, 1920.* 

• I.—FINANCIAL. 

(« ) REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 

The total Revenue for the year amounted to £92,159 8*. Oct., being 
£17.259 8*. flrf., more than the Estimates, and the total Expenditure 
to £87,024 8s. showing an excess of £3,047 8*. 9rf. on the 
Estimate*. 

Ordinary Revenue end Expenditure for the year amounted to 
£67,845 and £75,979, respectively, as compared with £07,573 and 
£74,590, respectively, in 1918-1919. 

Extraordinary Revenue and Expenditure during the vear amounted 
to £24,313 and £11,045, respectively. 

The Ordinary Revenue shows an increase of £285 over the previous 
financial year. There were increases under the heads " Customs," 
" Transfer Du ty" and " Concessions Rents." The '*.<"•'ctions for 
Labour Agents Licences and Runners Permits were less, and also fur 
Native Tax, Dog Tax and Fines. The amount of arrear Tax collected 
decreased considerably. 

The Extraordinary Revenue shows u considerable increase owing 
to the sale of a large block of Crown Land in the Hlatikulu District, 
and to the payment of the first assessments of Tax under the Swazi 
land Base Metals Excess Profits Tax Proclamation 1918. 

An increased amount of road-making and repairing was undertaken, 
and the cost met from the Extraordinary Revenue collected from the 
sale of Crown land. 

(6) PUBLIC DEBT, 

The Public Debt amounted to £92,500 made up as follows:— 
(1) Swaziland Comolidated Loan, £72,500 oearing Miterest at 3£ 

per cent, per annum, and repayable, through the medium of a Sinking 
Fund, within twenty-five years from 1st April, 1910. 

(2) Swazi Nation Trust Fund, £20,000 bearing interest at 4 percent, 
per annum. 

(c) ARHKTH AND LIABILITIES. 

On March 3lst, 1920, liabilities exceeded assets bv £87,280 4*. 8r<\ 

•A •ketch map will be found in the Report for I ft 14* 15, No. 86« 
[Cd. 7622-67). 
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(d) CURRENCY AND BANKING. 

The Currency is British coin and coins of the late South African 
Republic, which are of similar denominations to the British. All 
such British and Transvaal coins are legal tender—in the case 
of gold coins, for payment of any amount; in the case of silver coins 
tor payment of an amount not exceeding forty shillings ; in the case of 
bronze coins, for payment of an amount not exceeding one shilling. 

The National Bank of South Africa, Limited, has branches at 
Mbabane and Hiatikulu. The amount on deposit at March 31st, 1920, 
at the Mbabane Branch was £64,052 7*. Qd. I t also has sub-
branches at Mahamba and Bremersdorp. 

The average bank rate of exchange with London was six per cent. 
The Bank also conducts savings bank business. The number of 

savings bank depositors at March 31st, 1920, at the Mbabane Branch 
was 111 with a total credit of £1,981 10s. 9d. 

At the various Post Offices in the Territory, Post Office Savings 
Bank business is conducted. At March 31st, 1920, the depositors 
numbered 204, with a total credit of £2,310 19s. 9d.f as compared 
with 211 and £2,571 15*'. $d. for the previous year. 

Interest at 3 per cent, was allowed by both Savings Bank on ordinary 
accounts, and 3£ per cent, on certificate accounts at the Post Office 
Savings Bank, and up to 3J per cent, on fixed deposits accounts at 
the Savings Bank of the National B ink. 

Union Loan Certificates, purchaseable at 15*. 6d. per certificate, 
and redeemable in five years for a sovereign drew rather heavily on 
the Savings Bank investments throughout the country during the 
year, and then there were also the 4J per cent, and 5 per cent, stock 
offered by the Government, which no doubt attracted a large number 
of depositors. 

(e) CUSTOMS. 

By an agreement with the Government of the Union of South 
Africa, dated June 30th, 1910, Swaziland is dealt with, for Customs 
purposes, as part of the Union. Payments due to Swaziland are 
assessed on a fixed proportion of the total Customs collection of the 
Union in each year. The amount so received by Swaziland for the 
year under review amounted to £10,372 as compared with £7,571, 
£5,981, £7,788, £8,339, £8,052 and £9,835 for the years ended March 
31st, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, and 1919, respectively. There 
was an increase of £537 in the amount received under the Customs 
Agreement, and £627 for Duty on Colonial spirits and beer. 

II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND MINING. 

(a) TRADE. 

In view of the arrangement with the Union Government regarding 
the collection of Customs dues referred to above, no statistics of imports 
and exports have been kept since June, 1910. 

(728) Wt 52796/354. 1,250 & 90. 12.20. B.&F.; Ltd., 0.11/14 
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The imports consist principally of/ flour, sugar, groceries, hardware, 
clothing, boots, spirits, oik, farming implements and raining machinery, 
tools and general kaffir truck. Shortage of local produce has caused 
imports of manse, meal, kaffir corn, potatoes, onions, beans and tobacco. 

The principal export is cassiterite tin. In the ordinary commercial 
business the volume of trade has been fairly normal as regards the cash 
turnover, but consumers have received less owing to tae high prices 
prevailing. The cost of living continues to increase—a considerable 
factor in this being the high cost of transport from distant railheads. 

The following were the average prices of foodstuffs obtaining through
out the year:— 

Flour, per bag, 100 lbs., 65*. 
Mealies, per bag, 200 lbs., 35*. 
Kaffir corn, per bag, 200 lbs., 40*. 
Potatoes, per bag, 150 lbs., 35*. 
Butter, per lb., 3*. 
Milk, per quart, 9d. 
Rice, per lb., 1*. 
Sugar, per lb., l\d. 
Bread, per lb., 9rf. 
Meat, per lb., 10rf. 
Cheese, per lb., 3*. 6rf. 
Eggs, per dozen, 3s. 6d. 

(b) AGRICULTURE. 

The crops were excellent throughout the country, and w*re probably 
the best for many years. The maize and kaffir corn crops were 
particularly good, the latter especially in the bush veld. 

The tobacco crop, which is principally grown in the Hlatikulu 
District, was quite up to average, and good prices were realized. 

During the year, approximately 2,000 acres have been put under 
cotton. This is really the first year cotton has been sown on a fairly 
large scale and the return from the crop should fully justify the larger 
production of this crop. The experimental stage in the growing of 
cotton in Swaziland is now past, and a larger acreage of cotton should be 
sown every year. Up to a year ago'practically the only crop grown 
on a large scale was maize,' but with the advent of cotton-growing 
the possibilities for the farmer who depended almost entirely on his 
crop of maize are very greatly improved. From the results of the 
last year or two the forecasts of the experts that Swaziland is essentially 
a cotton-producing country seem likely to be substantiated, 
especially in the middle and low veld parts of the country. 

Cotton-growing is being gradually taken up by a few of the educated 
natives and it is hop d, with the establishment of the Agricultural 
Farm, where natives will be taught the up-to-date improved methods 
of agriculture, that they may be induced to take a larger interest. 
Cotton-growing by natives will require to be very carefully supervised 
to prevent the importation and spread of cotton pests and the pro
duction of a poor class of cotton. 

Legislation is under consideration to deal with the prevention of the 
introduction and spread of all pests which may affect cotton, citrus, 
and jther crops. 
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The usual annual Agricultural Shows were held at Bremersdorp and 
Hlatikulu but were not quite up to the usual standard. Thin was due 
mainly to the late date in the year, August, when they were held. 

Sale of Crown Land. Allotments of Crown lands were sold to 
Europeans at an average price of 21*. 2d. per morgan. In all 32 
allotments were sold, the total area being 52,588 morgen. The 
Government also disposed of 41,921 morgen of encumbered Crown land 
to the holders of the encumbrances at an average price of 5*. per morgen. 
(A morgen equals 2*11654 English acres). 

(c) STOCK. 

The following were the estimated numbers of stock at March 31st t 

1920: 
Horses 600 
Horned Cattle 230,000 
Native Sheep and Goats 250,000 
Mules 400 
Donkeys 1,600 
Pigs . . 9,000 

Approximately 300,000 sheep came in for winter grazing. 
With the exception of horned cattle there has been little increase 

in the stock from year to year. 
At the end of the financial year there were 57 Government dipping 

tanks in use in the Territory, 9 private tanks under the control of the 
Government and 18 tanks controlled by the owners. Practically all 
the cattle in the country are now being regularly dipped. I t is proposed 
to continue the erection of dipping tanks as, owing to the great increase 
in the number of cattle, the present tanks are overworked. 

The Territory should have been declared free of East Coast fever in 
August but a new outbreak occurred in April north of the Komati 
River in the Peak District. The last death in this area was in January. 

Two furthei outbreaks occurred near the border of the Piet Retief 
District, one in the Mankaiana and one in the Hlatikulu District near 
Mahamba. Only one death occurred in the former outbreak but the 
latter outbreak spreud until an area of about 3 square miles was infected. 
Short-interval dipping was established at once, and the disease is well 
under control. 

Except for the above areas the country is free of East Coast fever. 
Quarter evil has been very prevalent in some parts. Systematic 

vaccination is being carried out with very satisfactory result*. 
Contagious abortion is gradually creeping through the country, and 

although this disease will have a big effect on the normal increase of the 
cattle it is not thought that the rc.ultft will be BO serious as might have 
been expected, as the native cattle seem to acquire an immunity sooner 
than usual. In connection with this disease the Natalia Ranching 
Company placed 800 heifers at the disposal of the Director of Veterinary 
Research of the Union for the purposes of testing a preventive 
inoculation. A large number of these animals was inoculated but 
it is too early yet to know what the result is. 

The Government fctud bulls which are running with native herds 
are doing fairly well, and some of their oifspring were exhibited by 
natives at the Bremersdorp Agricultural Stow where a native section 
is provided. 
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Horse sickness was severe and it is to be regretted that the efforts 
of the Union Bacteriological Laboratory Staff to discover some means 
of immunisation against this disease have been hampered by the 
reappearance of a disease called " Staggers " which has necessitated 
the temporary suspension of immunisation operations. 

During the year under review 3,341 head of cattle were exported for 
slaughter purposes. This number, compared with the previous year 
when only 1,675 head were exported, shows the strides being made in 
the cattle-raising industry. Very good prices, up to 80*. per 100 lbs., 
were realised. 

A Bacteriogical Laboratory has been erected, but, owing to the 
delay in obtaining the necessary equipment from overseas, it is not 
yet in full operation. As in past years, the Director of Veterinary 
Research of the Union, has rendered this Administration invaluable 
assistance in the examination of blood smears, etc. 

(d) MINING. 

Mining is carried on under the authority of concessions granted by 
the late King Mbandeni and the Crown Minerals Order in Council. Tin 
is the only mineral worked commercially at the present time. The 
price of tin remains high, but increased costs have adversely affected 
gold mining in Swaziland, and with the exception of a little work at 
the Mlembe gold mine nothing was done during the year on other works. 

The output of cassiterite tin for the year was 448#728 tons, valued at 
£66,676, as compared with 480 tons, valued at £76,870 in 1918-19. 

The output of gold was 33*69 ozs. valued at about £168 9*. 

III.—EDUCATION AND RELIGION. 

(a) EDUCATION. 

Government Schools for European children are established at 
Bremersdorp, Driefontein (Hlatikulu District), Ferreira's Station, 
Mantambi, Hluti, Ntambama, Nietgegund, Mooihoek, Hlatikulu, and 
Driefontein (Mankaiana District). There is a primary and secondary 
school for European children at Mbabane which is subsidised by the 
Government. The average attendance at these schools was 408, 
as compared with 302 for the previous year. 

At Zombode, the Kraal of the Chief Regent, there is a school for 
natives under Government control. The average attendance at 
this school during the year under review was 98, as compared with 83 
for the previous year. 

Archaeacon Watts, M.A., the founder of the school for Europeans at 
Mbabane, also opened a school for coloured children at Mpolonjeni, 
where the average attendance was 57. This school also receives a 
Government grant. 

Boarding bursaries at the rate of 4s. per child per week are paid 
by Government for all European pupils whose parents are in poor 
circumstances, and who reside three miles or more from a school. 
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The various native missions ir Swaziland receive grants in Aid for 
native education. During the year the grants so made amounted to 
£625. There are about 1,750 native pupils at the various mission 
schools, as compared with 1,500 .or the previous year. 

(6) RELIGION. 

There are twelve religious bodies carrying on work in Swaziland. So 
far as possible, the native missions avr J encroaching on each other's 
spheres of work. The following a ae different native missions 
working in Swaziland:—Church of England, Roman Catholic, South 
Africa General Mission, Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene, Wesleyan 
Methodist, Scandinavian Allinnce Mission, International Holiness 
Union, African Methodist Episcopal, Evangelic Lutheran, Christian 
Catholic Apostolic Church in Zion, Independent Methodist, and Full 
Gospel Mission of Norway. 

Religious instruction is given by the different bodies at 95 different 
centres, where the average attendances totalled 3,800. 

The Anglican and Roman Catholic Churches also have churches at 
Mbabane for Europeans. 

IV.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

The Hospital at Mbabane is the only Government institution in the 
T«vrritory. The Hospital contains one European and two native wards. 
There were 123 admissions during the year, and nearly 3,670 out
patients were treated. 

V.-JUDICIAL. 

(a) POLICE. 

The strength of the Swaziland Police was:—Europeans : 3 Officers, 
1 warrant officer, 19 non-commissioned officers and men. All the 
Europeans are mounted, whilst the native force is infantry. 

The European members of the force who were absent on active 
service have all returned for duty. 6,894 patrols were sent out, and 
297,425 miles patrolled. 

(6) CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 

During the year, 1,652 cases were reported to the police; of this 
number, 82 were trivial matters in which the police refused to take 
proceedings, and 65 were not brought before tne Courts for want of 
evidence. In all, 2,442 persons were brought before the various 
Courts; of these 254 were discharged on the merits of the case, 98 
were committed for trial in the Superior Court, and 1,939 were sum
marily convicted in the Inferior Courts ; of the 151 persons who were 
brought before the Superior Court, 82 vere convicted and 69 were 
discharged. 
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(c) GAOLS. 

During the year. 1,823 persons, comprising 1,738 men, 54 women, 
and 31 juveniles, were committed to the various gaols in the Territory. 
Of this number 1 was committed for debt, 489 were committed for 
safe custody till trial or for want of security, and 1,323 for purposes 
of penal imprisonment. Of the number committed for penal imprison
ment, 41 had been once previously convicted, 17 twice, and 12 thrice 
or more times. There were three deaths in gaol during the year. 

VI.—VITAL STATISTICS, &c. 

(a) POPULATION. 

A census of the population of Swaziland was taken in May. 1911, 
which showed that the total population was 99,959 comprising 1,083 
Europeans, 143 coloured, and 98,733 natives. The European popu
lation is now about 1,800. 

(6) BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES. 

Europeans : Births, 50, as compared with 34 in 1918, 
Deaths, 25, as compared with 22 in 1918, 
Marriages, 10, as compared with 9 in 1918. 

The births and deaths of natives are not registered. There were 
65 marriages according to Christian rites amongst the native population, 
as compared with 15 m 1918. 

(c) PUBLIC HEALTH. 

The general health of the Territory during the yea\ has been fairly 
good, and no epidemics of any importance have occulted. 

During and for some months after the rainy s^^on, malarial fever 
has been above the normal, especially in the low-lying parts. In some 
cases it was associated with influenza, but deaths have been confined 
to natives out of touch with medical attendance. 

There have been very few cases of enteric, dysentery and scabies. 
Leprosy has not increased, but the necessity for segregation of the 

few existing cases is receiving attention. The natives are still loth 
to report cases of ven areal disease, but the co-operation of the police 
in bringing cases to light has been of great assistance, and many cases 
have been treated with satisfactory results. 

{d) METEOROLOGY. 

The average rainfall as recorded at 17 stations throughout the 
Territory, was 38*42 inches, considerably below the normal. It was 
very evenly distributed throughout the year and a fall of rain was 
recorded at every station during each month of the year. The maxi
mum recorded was at Mbabane, where 54*77 inches fell on 136 days. 
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Both rainfall and temperature vary considerably with the altitude 
of the station. At Mbabane, which lies at an altitude of 4,000 feet, 
the highest screen temperature recorded was 95*3 degrees, as compared 
with 91 degrees for the previous year, while the minimum was 35 
degrees, as compared with 32 degrees for the previous year. At Croydon, 
an Observation Station in the low veld, the maximum was 106 degrees, 
which was also the record for the previous year; the minimum was 
35'5, as compared with 30*5 for the previous year. The figures given 
in regard to Mbabane may be taken as typical of the hilly parts of 
the country, whilst those at Croydon reflect the low veld generally. 
The intervening middle veld varies as to rainfall and temperature 
between the figures given for Mbabane and Croydon. 

These services are under the control of the Postmaster General of 
the Union, but are paid for from the revenues of Swaziland. 
Union Government officials are stationed at Mbabane ; elsewhere the 
Post Office work is done by local agents. 

There were 14 offices in operation in the Territory during the year, 
divided up in the following classes :— 

Money Order, Savings Bank, Telegraph and Telephone 

A tri-weekly motor mail and passenger service runs between Carolina, 
Mbabane and Bremersdorp, a distance of about 80 and 104 miles 
respectively. Of the remaining ten mail services, one is by cart and 
the other nine by native runners. 

The revenue for the year was £1,929 5*. \d.3 as against £1,852 5*. id. 
for the preceding twelve months. 

The total expenditure for the year was £3,001 14*. 8d., as compared 
with £2,808 14*. l id . for the preceding twelve months. 

Except for the increase in prices of necessities, the Territory has 
assumed normal conditions since the conclusion of the War, and a 
steady advancement has been maintained. The value of land has 
increased largely, and there has been a great dtmand for sheep grazing 
areas owing to the high prices prevailing for wool. 

Cattle ranching, the raising of cotton, tobacco and maize crops 
have made rapid progress, and the necessity for a railway to the larger 
markets of the Union is daily becoming more apparent. The building 
of ponts and better roads to give access to the many settlers who are 
establishing themselves on farms and ranches in the low veld is re
ceiving the urgent attention of the Administration. 

VII —POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 

4 
2 
6 
1 
1 

VIII.—GENERAL. 
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Native labour has been sufficient for local demands and the usual 
average number of natives has been recruited for the mines in the 
Transvaal. 

The only event of importance from the natives' point of view was 
the coming of age of Soohuza, the future Paramount Chief. He has 
not yet, however, been installed in that capacity. 

In conclusion I would refer to the good work done by all branches 
of the Administration. 

B. NICHOLSON, 
Government Secretary. 

Mbabane, Swaziland. 
October 1st, 1920. 
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The following recent reports, &c., relating to His Majesty** Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained from the sources 
indicated on the title page :— 

A N N U A L . 

No. 

1028 
1024 
1026 
1026 
1027 
1028 
1020 
1030 
1031 
1032 
1033 
1034 
1035 
1036 
1037 
1088 
1030 
1040 
1041 
1042 
1043 
1044 
1045 
1046 
1047 
1048 
1040 
1050 
1051 
1052 
1053 
1054 
1055 

Colony, &c. 

Grenada 
Jamaica 
Cyprus 
British Honduras . . 
British Solomon Islands . 
Straits Settlements 
Gold Coast.. 
Nigeria 
Leeward Islands 
Sierra Leonp 
Bahamas 
Gambia 
Barbados 
Mauritius 
St. Vinoent 
Gilbert and Etlioe Islands 
St. Helena 
Weihaiwei 
Nyasaland 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Grenada , 
Bermuda 
Basutoland 
Cyprus 
FIJI 
Straits Settlement* 
Ceylon 
Gibraltar 
Somaliland 
Zans'bar 
Gambia 
Uganda 
Malta 

Tear. 

1018-1929 

1018 
1018-1019 

1018 

1918-1919 
1918 

1918-1919 
1918 

1918-1919 
1618 

1018-1919 

1919 

1918-1910 
1919 

1919^1920 

1919 

1919-1920 
1919 

1918-1919 

No. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 
Colony, &o. 

83 Southern Nigeria 
84 West Indies 
85 Southern Nigeria 
86 Southern Nigeria 
87 Ceylou 
88 Imperial Institute . . 
89 Southern Nigeria 
90 St. Vinoent 
01 East Africa Protectorate 

02 Colonies -General 

Subject. 

Mineral Surrey, 1910. 
Preservation of Ancient 

Monuments, in. 
Mineral Survey, 1911. 
Mineral Survey, 1912. 
Mineral Survey. 
Oilseeds, OUs, &c 
Mineral Survey, 1913. 
Roads and Land Settlement. 
Geology and Geography of 

the northern part of the 
Protectorate 

Fishes of the Colonies. 

P r i n t e d u n d e r t h e a u t h o r i t y of H i t M A ; R 3 I T Y ' « HTATtoirBKY O m c i 
B y B a r c l a y a P r y , L t d , S o u t h w a r k . L o n d o n , S & 1. 


