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No. 1102. 

SWAZILAND. 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1921.• 

The total Revenue for the year amounted to £89,070 14s. Sd., 
being £1,020 14s. Sd. more than the Estimates, and the 
total Expenditure to £111,727 9s. \0d., showing an excess of 
£7,830 9r. \0d\, on the Estimates. 

Ordinary Revenue and Expenditure for the year amounted to 
£72,293 and £102,310 respectively, as compared with £67,845 and 
£76,016 respectively in 1919-1920. 

Extraordinary Revenue and Expenditure during the year 
amounted to £16,777 and £9,417 respectively. 

There was a considerable increase in the amount received 
under the head " Customs," and an increase under " Posts and Tele
graphs," which was due to increased postal rates. Shortfalls were 
recorded under the heads " Native Tax," " Fines," " Transfer 
Duty," " Concession Rents," " Recoveries of Survey Costs," 
and " Excess Profits Tax." The Wheel Tax was repealed by 
Proclamation No. 32 of 1920, as from 1st July, 1920. 

The amount of money spent on road making and repairing 
was maintained on the lines of the previous financial year's 
expenditure. 

The Public Debt amounted to £92,500, made up as follows :— 

(1) Swaziland Consolidated Loan, £72,500, bearing interest at 
3£ per cent, per annum, and repayable, through the medium of 
a Sinking Fund, within twenty-five years from 1st April, 1910. 

. (2) Swazi Nation Trust Fund, £20,000, bearing interest at 
4 per cent, per annum. 

* Note.— In this Report Financial Statements are for the year ended 

I.—FINANCIAL. 

(a) Revenue and Expenditure. 

(b) Public Debt. 

31st March, 1921, and lelCalendar Year, 1920. 
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(c) Assets and Liabilities. 

On 31st March, 1921, liabilities exceeded ssets by 
£109,904 17s. Ud. 

(d) Currency and Banking. 
The currency is British coin and coins of the late South 

African Republic, which are of similar denominations to the 
British. All such British and Transvaal coins are legal tender— 
in the case of gold coins, for payment of any amount; in the case of 
silver coins, for payment of an amount not exceeding forty shil
lings ; in the case of bronze coins, for payment of an amount 
not exceeding one shilling. 

The National Bank of South Africa, Limited, has branches 
at Mbabane and Hlatikulu. Tho amount on deposit at 
31st March, 1921, at the Mbabane Branch was £50,584 Ss. Ad. 
It also has sub-branches at Mahamba and Bremersdorp. 

The Bank also conducts savings bank business. The number 
of savings bank depositors at 31st March, 1921, at the Mbabane 
Branch was 124, with a total credit of £2,536 7s. Id. 

At the various Post Offices in the territory Post Office 
Savings Bank business is conducted. At 31st March, 1921, the 
depositors numbered 207, with a total credit of £1,671 14s. 2d,, 
as compared with 204 and £2,310 19s. 9d. for the previous year. 
' At the Post Office Savings Banks interest at 3 per cent, was 

allowed from 1st April, 1920, to 30th September, 1920, on ordinary 
accounts, and 3J per cent, on certificate accounts; and from the 
1st October, 1920, to the 31st March, 1921, the rate of interest 
was increased to 3£ per cent, and 4 per cent, respectively. Interest 
was allowed at 3.} per cent, on fixed deposits at the Savings Bank 
of the National Bank. The export of gold and silver coin is 
prohibited except under permit. 

(e) Customs. 

By an Agreement with the Government of the Union of 
South Africa, dated 30th June, 1910, Swaziland is dealt with 
for Customs purposes as part of the Union. Payments due to 
Swaziland are assessed on a fixed proportion of the total Customs 
collection of the Union in each year. 

The amount ;o received by Swaziland for the year under 
review amounted to £14,343, as compared with £7,571, £5,981, 
£7,788, £8,339, £8,052, £9,835 and £10,372 for the years ended 
31st March, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917, 1918, 1919 and 1920 respec
tively. The amount collected in Swaziland in respect of spirits and 
beer manufactured in the Union was £1,132, showing a decrease 
of £158 on the previous year's collections. There was an increase 
of £3,971 over the amount received under the Customs Agree
ment. 

(4989) Wt. 23801/9S4 825 1/22 Harrow 0.76/2. 
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II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND MINING. 

(a) Trade. 

In view of the arrangement with the Union Government, 
referred to above, regarding the coLection of Customs dues, 
no statistics of imports have been kept since June, 1910. 

The imports consist principally of flour, sugar, groceries, 
hardware, clothing, boots, spirits, oils, farming implements and 
mining machinery, tools and general kaffir truck. A summary of 
the principal articles exported during the year is given hereunder: 

Value. 

Cassiterite Tin, 820,000 lb 59,254 
Cotton (unginned), 411,350 lb 10,282 
Hides , 42 ,1801b 2,099 
Wat t l e Bark, 100,000 lb 400 
Slaughter Oxen (weight), 1,099,000 lb. . . 26,240 
Tobacco, 1,035,000 lb 25,875 
Maize, 132,400 662 
Gold Bullion, 276 oz (about) 1,380 
•Specie 17,000 

The total value of these exports being £143,192. 

In ordinary commercial businesses the volume of trade during 
the year has been considerably below normal. The cost of living 
has decreased slightly. 

The following were the average prices of foodstuffs obtaining 
throughout the year:— 

Flour, per bag, 196 lb 100$. 
Mealies, per bag, 200 lb 30s. 
Kaffir Corn, per bag, 200 lb 35s. 
Potatoes , per bag, 150 lb. . . . . . 35s. 
Butter, per lb 3s. 3d. 
Milk, per quart . . . . . . . . . . Ad. 
Rio . , per lb lOrf. 
Sugar, per lb. . . . . Id. 
Bread, per lb. . . . . 9d. 
Beef, per lb 9d. 
Mutton, per lb. . . Is. Id. 
Cheese, per lb . . 3s. 3d. 
Eggs , per dozen . . . . 3s. 
Pork, per lb. . . . . . . . . Is. Id. 
Coffee, per lb 2s. 6rf. 
Cocoa, per lb. . . . . . . . . . . 4s. Sd. 
Tea, per lb 3s. 3d. 
Salt, per bag, 200 lb 20s. 

(b) Agriculture. 
The crops were, on the average, fair throughout the country, 

the maize crops in parts being classed as above the average, 
while the kaffir-corn crop in parts yielded an abundant harvest. 
The maize and kaffir-corn crops were about 94,000 and 105,000 
bags respectively. 
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The tobacco crop, which is grown almost entirely in the 
Hlatikulu district, was well up to the average, and the value of 
the tobacco exported was about two and a half times as much as 
the value of the cotton crop, and equal to the value of the slaughter 
cattle exported. 

Cotton.—About 1,000 acres were planted during the past 
season. It has been amply demonstrated that, with a reasonable 
market price and improved facilities for marketing, the future 
of the industry is assured. 

Regulations ensuring strict expert supervision have been 
promulgated in consultation with the cotton growers, the objects 
being the development of a longer staple and prevention of the 
introduction of disease. The fall in prices will have its effect in 
reducing the area to be grown in the next planting season. Judg
ing, however, from opinions expressed in the Press and elsewhere, 
those most likely to know are optimistic of the future, and growers 
in this territory should be in a position to take advantage of an 
improved market. The growing of Egyptian cotton under 
irrigation has attractive possibilities. 

An agricultural farm was started shortly before the close of 
the year ; it has not been possible to do much at the farm , but 
during the next year it is hoped that the experience gained from it 
may be of great value to the farmers in the territory. 

The usual annual Agricultural Shows were held at Bremersdorp 
and Hlatikulu, and were quite up to previous standards. 

Sale of .Crown Lands.—During the year, 20,272 morgen of 
Crown lands were sold at an average price of £1 pe** morgen. The 
area sold included 14,165 morgen of Crown land encumbered by 
grazing servitudes, for which £4,079 was realized. Unencumbered 
Crown land sold in the territory is subject, before title is issued, 
to beneficial occupation, or, in the low veld areas, to stocking with 
breeding cattle. The purchase price is payable in ten equal 
yearly instalments, outstanding balances bearing interest at 
5 per cent, per annum. 

Encumbered Crown land, that is land subject to prior dated 
servitudes of grazing or land rights, is sold to the registered 
holder of the servitude and the purchase price is payable in four 
equal yearly instalments ; there is no condition of beneficial 
occupation. All land is sold subject to existing mineral servitudes. 
(A morgen equals 2-11654 English acres.) 

During the year the sale was approved of allotments of Crown 
land, each 500 morgen in extent, to about 110 returned soldiers 
domiciled in Swaziland, on easy terms, the chief features of which 
are :— 

(1) Purchase price 7 s. Gd. per morgen, payable in fifteen 
equal yearly instalments, 4 per cent, interest on 
outstanding balances. 
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(2) Minerals reserved and the land to be subject to existing 
mineral and other servitudes. 

(3) Possession of the land given on payment of the first 
instalment of the purchase price, subject to the condition 
that for a period of five years the land shall not be 
leased, sold, or otherwise disposed of without the 
consent of the Resident Commissioner. 

These grants are not subject to occupation. 
These allotments of land, which are situate in the 

low veld, are at present being surveyed, and should be 
ready for occupation by the end of 1921. 

(c) Stock. 

The following were the estimated numbers of stock at 31st 
December, 1920:— 

Horses 
Horned Cattle 
Nat ive Sheep 
Nat ive Goats 
Asses . . 
Mules 
Pigs 

4.710 
193,000 
72,207 

145,000 
2,057 

218 
9,000 

Approximately 300,000 sheep came in from the Union for 
winter grazing. 

There has been little, if any, increase in the stock, and there 
has probably been a decrease in the number of horned cattle due 
to contagious abortion, which is spreading throughout the country. 

There are now fifty-nine Government Dipping Tanks and 
thirty-three private Dips, six of which are under Government 
control. The dipping material used is Arsenite of Soda, Cooper's 
Cattle Dip, Arsenoda and St. O'Gorman Cattle Dip. 

The principal work of the Veterinary Department during the 
year, as in the past, has been the campaign against East Coast 
fever. 

There have been no new outbreaks of the disease during the 
year under review. There were three infected areas at the 
beginning of the year. 

The following table shows the number of outbreaks of East 
Coast fever and deaths in the territory for the last five years :— 

Year. 
Infected 

Areas. Deaths . 

1916-17 21 312 
1917-18 (5 10 
1918-19 , , , , , # , , , , ' i 1 
1919-20 . » • . * « . • • • H 61 
1920-21 1 10 
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Anthrax.—No outbreaks. 
Quarter Evil.—This disease was very prevalent in the Hlatikulu 

and Peak districts. 18,000 doses of preventive vaccine were issued 
to Europeans. 4,500 doses were issued to the Stock Inspectors of 
the Hlatikulu, Peak, and Ubombo districts for the purpose of 
inoculating natives' cattle. 

Contagious Abortion.—This disease continues to spread through
out the country, but there is a marked decrease in the virulence 
of the disease. It is impossible to try to prevent its spread, and the 
sooner it passes from herd to herd the sooner the country will be 
free. Preventive inoculation has not been successful. 

Horse Sickness.—This disease was very virment towards the 
end of the year. The horses that have been immunized at the 
Laboratory, Pretoria, have resisted the disease to a very satis
factory extent. 

No other diseases have affected the stock of the country to 
any extent. 

Export of Slaughter Cattle.—3,649 head of cattle have been 
exported for slaughter purposes, as compared with 1,675 for 
1918-1919, and 3,341 for 1919-1920. 

General.—The full equipment of the Laboratory has not yet 
arrived from England, so that little work has been undertaken 
in this respect. 

(d) Mining. 
Mining is carried on under the authority of concessions granted. 

by the late King Mbandeni and the Crown Minerals Order in 
Council. Tin is the only mineral worked commercially at the 
present time. Increased costs have adversely affected gold-mining 
in Swaziland, and with the exception of a little work at the Mlembe 
and Kobolondo gold mines, nothing was done during the year on 
other works. 

The output for the calendar year 1920 of cassiterite tin was 
410-3 tons, valued at £59,254, as compared with 448-73 tons, 
valued at £66,676, in 1919. 

The output of gold was 276 oz., valued at about £1,380. 
Draft legislation (since promulgated) was published early 

in the year to impose a tax of 5s. per 100 morgen on the area* of 
unexploited mineral concessions. The tax, when payable, ii, 
however, reduced by the amount of any concession rents payable 
under the Deeds of Concession. 

HI.—EDUCATION AND RELIGION, 

(a) Education. 
Government schools for European children are established at 

Bremersdorp, Paardekraal (formerly known as Dricfontein, 
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Hlatikulu district), Ferreira's Station, Mantambi, Mluti, Mtam-
bama, Dwaleni (formerly Nietgegund), Mooihoek, Hlatikulu, 
and Driefontein (Mankaiana district). There is a primary and 
secondary school for European children at Mbabane which is 
subsidised by the Government. The average attendance at these 
schools was 276, as compared with 310 for the previous year. 
Malaria was severe during the early part of the year, and this 
affected the attendance. 

At Zomboae, the kraal of the Chief Regent, there is a school 
for natives under Government control The average attendance 
at this school during the year under review was 150, as compared 
with 98 for the previous year. 

Archdeacon Watts, M.A., the founder of the school for Euro
peans at Mbabane, also opened a school for coloured children at 
Mpolonjeni, where the average attendance was 58, as compared 
with 57 in 1919. This school also receives a Government grant. 

Boarding Bursaries, at the rate of 4s. per child a week, are 
paid by Government for all European pupils whose parents are 
in poor circumstances; and who reside three miles or more from a 
school. 

The various native missions in Swaziland receive grants in 
aid for native education. During the year the grants so made 
amounted to £839. There are about 2,200 native pupil* at the 
various mission schools, as compared with i,750 for the previous 
year. 

During the year a law was promulgated, making provision 
for the compulsory education of European children. 

(b) Religion. 

There are twelve religious bodies carrying on work in Swazi
land. So far as possible, the native missions avoid encroaching 
on each other's spheres of work. 

The following are the different native missions working in 
Swaziland : Church of the Province of South Africa, Roman 
Catholic, South Africa General Mission, Pentecostal Church, of 
the Nazarene, Wesleyan Methodist, Scandinavian Alliance 
Mission, International Holiness Union, African Methodist Epis
copal, Evangelic Lutheran, Full Gospel Mission of Norway, 
Independent Methodist, and Swedish Mission. 

Religious instruction is given by the different bodies at 111 
different centres, where the average attendances totalled 5,600, 
as compared with 95 and 3,800 in 1919. The Church of the 
Province of South Africa and the Roman Catholic Church also 
have churches at Mbabane for Europeans. 
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IV.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

The Hospital at Mbabane is the only Government institution 
in the Territory. The Hospital contains one European and three 
native wards, and a store room and outbuilding which are used 
as emergency wards. 

There were 142 admissions during the year, and 3,663 out
patients weie treated. 

V.—JUDICIAL, 

(a) Police. 

The strength of the Swaziland Police was: Europeans: 
three Officers, one Warrant Officer, eighteen Non-C jmmissioned 
Officers and Men. Natives: one Officer, one Sergeant-Major, 
one hundred aud seventy-four Non-Commissioned Officers and 
Men. All the Europeans are mounted, while the native force is 
infantry. 6,224 patrols were sent out, and 263,491 miles 
patrolled. 

(b) Criminal Statistics. 
During the year 1,998 cases of crime were reported to the 

Police ; of this number 1,877 were brought before the Courts, 
and 121 were not brought before the Courts for want of evidence. 
In all 2,175 persons (2,121 males and 54 females) were brought 
before the various Courts ; of these five were discharged for want 
of prosecution, 139 were discharged on the merits of the case, 112 
were committed for trial in the Superior Court, and 1,919 were 
summarily convicted in the Inferior Courts; of the 112 persons 
who were committed for trial, 109 were brought before the Superior 
Court; of these, 75 were convicted and 26 were acquitted, and the 
charges were withdrawn against eight. 

(c) Gaols. 

During the year 1,582 persons, comprising 1,466 men, 67 women 
and 49 juveniles, were committed to the various gaols in the terri
tory. Of this number none was committed for debt, 351 were 
committed for safe custody till trial or for want of security, and 
1,231 for purposes of penal imprisonment. Of the number com
mitted for penal imprisonment, 44 had been once previously 
convicted, 18 twice, and 15 thrice or more times. There were 
three deaths in gaol during the year. 

VI.—VITAL STATISTICS, etc. 
(a) Population. 

A census of the population of Swaziland was taken in May, 
1921. Only provisional figures are available at present. These 
show that the total population was 113,751 ; comprising 2,203 
Europeans, 456 Coloured, 7 Indians, and 111,085 Natives. 
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(b) Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 
Europeans: Births, 49, as compared with 50 in 1919; deaths, 

23, as compared with 25 in 1919; marriages, 12, as compared 
with 10 in 1919. The births and deaths of natives are not regis
tered. There were 62 marriages according to Christian rites 
amongst the native population, as compared with 65 in 1919. 

(c) Public Health. 
The general health of the country has been fairly good. There 

was a rather severe outbreak of influenza in the Hlatikulu district, 
resulting in the death of five Europeans. This district had a some
what mild attack during the 1918 pandemic, and this may account 
for the severity of the secondary outbreak. Malaria in the low 
veld was severe during the early part of the year; in fact it was 
one of the worst years on record. There were a few cases of 
dysentery as usual; both the bacillary and amoebic varieties 
were recognized. 

Unusually few cases of enteric occurred. Scabies continues 
to be a great scourge to the native population, especially the 
children. Treatment is always effective for a time, but owing 
to the conditions of kraal life, re-infection is bound to occur 
sooner or later. 

Syphilis would appear to be on the increase, if one may judge 
from the number of cases treated, but this may be due to stricter 
police investigation or increased confidence of the natives in 
methods of treatment. 

(d) Meteorology. 
The average rainfall as recorded during 1920 at the four 

principal stations, Mbabane, Pigg's Peak, Croydon, and Natalia 
Ranch, was 46-30 inches ; the average rainfall throughout the 
territory for the preceding twelve years being 44 • 48 inches. The 
maximum fall recorded for one day was 3 70 inches at Pigg's 
Peak. A fall of rain was i . corded at Mbabane and Pigg's Peak 
and Natalia in eleven months of the year, while at Croydon, in 
the bush veld, rain fell during ten months of the year. 

VII.—POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH SERVICES. 

These services are under the control of the Postmaster-General 
of the Union, but are paid for from the revenues of Swaziland. 
Urion Government officials are stationed at Mbabane ; elsewhere 
the Post Office work is uone by local agents. 

There were thirteen offices in operation in the territory 
during the year, divided up in the following classes :— 

Post Offices 13 
Money Order and Savings Bank Offices . . 5 
Telegraph and Telephone Agencies . . . . 4 



SWAZILAND, 1920-21. 11 

A tri-weekly motor mail and passenger service runs between 
Carolina, Mbabane and Bremersdorp, a distance of about 80 
and 104 miles respectively. Of the remaining nine mail services, 
one is by cart and the other eight by native runners. 

The revenue for the year was £2,379 0s. 5d., as against 
£1,929 5s. Id. for the preceding twelve months. 

The total expenditure for the year was £3,380 14s. 2d., as 
compared with £3,001 14s. 8d. for the preceding twelve months. 

10,292 British Postal Orders of the value of £5,1121 Is. 6d., were 
issued, while 2,225 of the value of £1,397 6s. were paid. 

Money orders of the value of £6,117 6s. were issued, and Money 
Orders of the value of £4,217 l i s . 8^. were paid in the Territory 
during the year. 

VIII.—GENERAL. 
Major-General His Royal Highness Prince Arthur of Connaught 

succeeded Viscount (now Earl) Buxton in November, 1920, as 
High Commissioner for South Africa and Governor-General of 
the Union of South Africa. 

A Commission was appointed during the year to settle the 
long-standing boundary dispute at Nomahasha between Swaziland 
and Portuguese East Africa. The recommendations of the 
Commissioners are still under consideration. 

Experiments were carried out with Wireless Telephony with 
a view to introducing it between several of the outstations and 
Mbabane. The experiments were successful, but the question 
generally of telephone extension had to be deferred owing to lack 
of funds. 

Fourteen officers of the Administration passed the qualifying 
examinations in the Swazi language—ten in the second and four 
in the third class. 

About 3,000 trout fry—brown and rainbow—were liberated 
in rivers in the vicinity of Mbabane. During the previous year 
13,000 were liberated. The experience gained hitherto gives 
promise of excellent results. 

Native labour has been sufficient for local demands, but fewer 
natives were recruited for the mines. The system of deferred pay 
is becoming more popular amongst the natives and an amount of 
£2,282 was paid out to natives on their return from the mines. 

The main factor which will continue to militate against the 
progress of the territory is the lack of a railway to give settlers 
an access to markets. 

The total mileage of roads open to traffic in the territory is 
966. About 55 per cent, of this mileage is in a fair state of repair— 
175 miles of these roads are suitable for motor traffic. 

B. NICHOLSON, 
Mbabane, Swaziland, Government Secretary. 

22nd October, 1921. 

t 
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COLONIAL REPORTS, ETC. 

The following recent ReportsMetc., relating to His Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained 
from the sources indicated on the title page:— 

ANNUAL. 
No. Colony, etc. Year. 

1067 Jamaica . . 1918-1920 
1068 British Guiam . . . . 1919 
1069 Trinidad and Tobago 
1070 British Honduras . , 
1071 Hong Kong 
1072 Barbados 1919-1920 
1073 East Africa Protectorate 1918-1919 
1074 Leeward Islands . . . . 1919-1920 
1075 Nyasaland . . . . . . . . . . 
1076 Falkland Islands . . 1919 
1077 Bermuda 1920 
1078 Grenada 
1079 Uganda 1919-1920 
1080 Fiji 1920 
1081 Gibraltar 
1082 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 1919 
1083 Bechuanaland 1920-1921 
1084 St. Helena 1920 
1085 Basutoland 1920-1921 
1086 Ceylon • • 1920 
1087 Barbados 1920-1921 
1088 Gilbert and EUice Islands 1919-1920 
1089 East Africa Protectorate „ 
1090 Sierra Leone 1920 
1091 Zanzibar „ 
1092 Cayman Islands 1918-1919 
1093 Cyprus 1920 
1094 St. Vincent 
1095 Bahamas 1920-1921 
1096 Nyasaland 1920 
1097 Weihaiwei • 
1098 Nigeria 
1099 New Hebrides . . , . . . „ 
1100 Somaliland „ 
1101 Straits Settlements „ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony, e t c Subject. 
83 Southern Nigeria . . Mineral Survey, 1910. 
84 West Indies . . . . . . . . Preservation of Ancient Monu

ments, etc, 
85 Souther ' Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1911. 
86 Southern Nigeria Mineral Survey, 1912. 
87 Ceylon . . . . . . . • . • Mineral Survey. 
88 Imperial Insti tute. . . . . . . Oil-seeds, Oils, etc. 
89 Southern Nigeria . . Mineral Survey, 1913. 
90 St. Vincent . . . . Roads and Land Settlement. 
91 East Africa Protectorate . . . . . . Geology and Geography of the 

Northern par t of the Protec
torate. 

02 Colonies—General. . . . . . . . Fishes of the Colonies. 
93 Pitcairn Island Visit to the Island by the 

High Commissioner for the 
Western Pacific. 


