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COLONIAL REPORTS. 

The following, among other, reports relating to Hia Majeaty'a 
Colonial Poaaeaaiona have been isaned, and may be obtained from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 

ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. YtM. 

388 Weihaiwei ... 1902 
389 Sierra Leone ... ... ... ... ... !t 

390 British Hondnras ... ... ... ... ! ? 

891 Gambia..^ ... ... ... ... *) 

892 St. Helena ... *w* ... ... H 
893 
894 

Hong Kong ... ... 
Tnras and Oaioos Mands 

... ... ... ... ) ! 

l ! 

896 Seyohellea ... ... ... ... ... tt 

896 Ceylon ... ... ... ... ... tt 

397 Gold Ooaat ... ... ... ... 
398 Barbados ... ... ... ... ... 1903-1903 
899 Fiji ... ... ... *.. 1902 
400 Lagos *** ... ... ... 
401 British Solomon Islands [ 1902-1903 
402 Oooos-Kaeling Islands ... ... ... ... ... ! 1903 
403 St Vincent ... ... i 1902-1903 
404 Grenada... ... ... ... ! 1902 
406 Southern Nigeria *.* i 

! <t 406 Straits Settlements .# ... ... ... 
407 J Trinidad and Tobago 

... ... ... ... ... 1902-1903 

MISCELLANEOUS, 

Canada ... 

Mi*ceHaneon* Colonies 
Gilbert und EUioe Mand* 
Hong Kong 

MMoeHanet̂ t Coionie* 
Weihaiwei 
Dominica 
SeycheHe* 
Dominiaa 
Orenada 

T êcai Statu* of Britiah Worth 
American Indians. 

Medical Report*. 
Report for 1896-!900. 
Operation* in New Territory 

during 
Medica! Report*. 
Genera! Be;*ort. 
Report on ('arih*. 
Re^rt or, Para Rublwr. 
Road* and Land Settlement, 
hand Settlement in Carriacou. 
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BASUTOLAND. 

(For Report for 1901 2, * t No. 880.) 

HMH COMMMStONKB SlR A. LAWLRT to 

MR. LTTTMLTON. 

High Commissioner's OCAce, 

Johannesburg, 

October 12th, 1903. 

I HAVE the honour to forward a copy of a despatch 
from the Resident Commissioner, Maseru, transmitting the 
Annua! Reports on Basutoland for the year ended 30th June, 
!903. 

I shaU be glad if you wiii suppiy me with printed copies 
in due course. 

1 have, &c, 

ARTHUR LAWLEY, 

875 WtailOS l!/100a D A S 5 MWS 
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FROM T H E RESIDENT COMMISSIONER, MASERU, 
TO H I G H COMMISSIONER. 

Resident Commissioner's OAce, 

Maseru, 

30th September, 1903. 

S M , 

I HAVZ the honour to transmit to Your Excellency my 
Report upon Basutoiand for the year ended 30th June, 1903, 
together with the Annual Reports of the Government Secretary, 
the Assistant Commissioners, an 1 the Medicai OfBcers. 

I have, &c, 

H. C. SLOLEY, 

His Excellency, 

Sir A. Lawley, K.C.M.G., 

High Commissioner, 

South Africa. 
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ANN U A L R E P O R T — B A S U T O L A N D . F O R T H E 
Y E A R E N D E D 30th J U N E , 1903. 

The past year has been a period of continued financial pros
perity. The figures civen in the Report of the Government 
Secretary show that the revenue from all sources exceeded the 
expenditure by J&25,128; the balance to credit of the Basutoland 
Government hag, therefore, been increased by that sum, and now 
amounts to g100,508. 

This balance is in the hands of the Standard Bank of South 
Africa, JE46,000 being placed on fixed deposit account bearing 
interest at 3 per cent. 

With the approval of His Excellency the High Commissioner, 
it is proposed to lend the balance, or so much of ^ as may !*e 
required (probably JE90.000), at a low rate of interest, to the 
Central South African Railway Committee for the purpose of 
constmctionof a branch from the eastern extension of tne Orange 
River Colony railways to Maseru in Basutoland. A survey of 
the contemplated branch has been completed, and 1 hope that the 
Construction Department of the Central South African Railways 
may shortly be able to commence the work. 1 am very hopeful 
as to the effect of the railway, as a civilizing and enlightening 
influence, upon the Basuto, and as a factor in the material 
prosperity of the country. 

Basutoland has, by Proclamation, been included in the South 
African Customs Union, and will benefit by the new arrangement 
under which only 5 per cent, of duties collected are retained by 
the oaast colonies. The new tariff itself wil! not materially 
aHect the Customs Revenue. 

The amount of trade during the year has exceeded expecta
tions, and is little less than during the preceding year. The 
cause of this continued commercial activity is probably the 
amount of money which has been ; the hands of the natives as 
the result of war payments and prices. One feature of the year 
has been the embarrassing number of applications for trading 
licences in this country. It is not desirable, except in cases of 
clearly-shown public necessity, to multiply the number of trading 
stations, each of which is a possible point of friction between the 
natives and the European residents, and, with very few exceptions, 
I have declined to sanction the issue of new licences. 

The Basuto have gone out to work in a manner which 
testifies to their industrious character, and which may be regarded 
as a very fair contribution to the labour supply of South Africa. 
The return of passes given in Mr. Wrougnton s Report shows 
that 132,588 led the country during the year in search of work. 



8 COLONIAL NHPONTe—ANNUAL. 

There Are At present no less than 19 industries represented by 
agents in Basutoland wjio are etny'oyed in recruiting labourers. 
The minimum wage necessary t attract natives is JE2 10*. a 
month with food, and, in many cases, higher wages are oHered. 
It is noticeable that comparatively few of the Basuto labourers 
choose to go to the J ohannesburg goldRelds, but appear to be able 
to And nearer and more attractive employment. 

The year has been from an agricultural point of view an 
unfortunate one. The wheat crop alone was of average quantity, 
the drought in the summer and the early frosts having caused 
the failure of the greater portion of the mealie and KaHir corn. 
I fear that before another crop can be reaped there will be 
scarcity of food in several parts of the country, and the natives 
will have to buy grain for their own consumption. 

Experiments have been made at most Government stations in 
the direction of checking the process of denudation of the 
oountry, and the formation of the unsightly rapines or dongas, 
which threaten to seriously diminish the available area of arable 
and pasture land. 

The increase of stock, and the multiplication of roads and 
footpaths, has resulted in the removal of the grassy protective 
covering of the surface, and the land is year by year more 
exposed to the process of erosion by the action of rain water. 
The experiments have been conducted in accordance with sug
gestions made by Sir William Willcocks, who visited Basutoland 
in the course of his South African tour. It is too early to 

the results, however successful, make much impression on the 
numberless and vast dongas that everywhere disRgure th^ 
country. I hope, though without much conRdence, that what is 
being done may serve as an object lesson to the Basuto, and that 
they may with such means as are at their command, endeavour 
to deal with some of thee lingas themselves. It is one of the 
drawbacks of the system tribal tenure of land, that there is 
little incentive to individual o expend means or labour in such 
measures of public utility. 

Tree planting has been carried on, where possible, in the 
neighbourhood of the Government stations, and a useful impetus 
should be given to the horse breeding industry by the importa
tion of seven Arab stallions of high class which have been 
distributed throughout the country, and the services of which are 
freely given to the Basuto breeders. 

During the year Agricultural Shows have been held at all 
stations at which special Government prizes have been given for 
exhibits of horses, stock and produce. It is gratifying to observe 
that an increasing and more intelligent interest appears to be 
taken in these shows, and missionaries and traders co-operate in 
endeavouring to render them attractive and useful. 
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Sporadic cases of rinderpest have been reported during the 
year, and have been dealt with by inoculation with serum from 
the Pretoria laboratory. I am happy to report that no case of 
rinderpest is at present known to exist in Basutoland. 

The following is a list of the Proclamations issued during the 
year:— 

(1.) No. 8 of 1902.—Proclaiming His Majesty's forces in 
Basutoland to continue to be temporarily subject to 
the Army Act. 

(2.) No. 7 of 1903.—Proclaiming the " OMcial Gazette" of 
the High Commissioner for South Africa to be the 
Government Gazette of the Territory of Basutoland. 

(3.) No. 8 of 1903.—Making provision for the prevention of 
rabies within the Territory of Basutoland. 

(4.) No. 9 of 1903.—Concerning the amount of hut tax 
payable in Basutoland. 

The only one of the above legislative P!oc!amations that 
requires any special comment is that referring to the increased 
rate of hut tax. The increased rate of &1 per hut has actually 
been paid since 1899, but no forma! Proclamation legalising the 
change had been made. The Proclamation has retrospective 
t*Sect, and legalises the collections that have for four years been 
made at the increased rate. 

The financial position of Basutoland has permitted increased 
grants to be made towards the educational work of the Mission 
Societies. The sum of J66,660 was thus distributed in grants, 
and returns show that 14,171 scholars were on the school books 
with an average attendance of 10,024. 

By the courtesy of the Superintendent-General of Education 
of the Cape Colony, I have oeen able to obtain the temporary 
services oi Mr. Davidson of the Cape Education Department, 
for the purpose of an inspection of the schools, and f shall, in 
due time, forward his report on the results of the inspection. 
Speaking generally on the subject, I may say that there appears 
to be a great and increasing desire among the natives for 
instruction, and a determination on the part ot a certain number 
to have what may be called " higher education," that is, to pursue 
their studies beyond the scope of the ordinary elementary 
schools. 

While 1 fully recognise that there does not appear to be in 
South Africa at present any useful career for more than * very 
limited number of young natives with any degree of higher 
education, on the literary side, it would be a mistake to overlook 
the probability that, if they cannot End nearer home some outlet 
for their aspirations in this direction, they will seek for it else-
where. I oelieve a certain number of young natives from the 
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Colony have already proceeded to America for educational 
purposes. Under these circumstances, it appears to he well to 
aHbrd opportunities to a certain proportion of the youths for 
continuing their studies under wise direction and discipline, and 
this object is, I believe, obtained satisfactorily in the higher 
sohools of the Basutoland Missions. 

The Government Hospitals and Dispensaries have done good 
and useful work for the natives, the returns showing that 321 
in-patients and 19,033 out-patients have been relieved. The 
hospital buildings and equipment have, hitherto^ been of a some
what primitive description, and the medical oiBcers have achieved 
very satisfactory results under circumstances of some difficulty. 
I am happy to be able to report that a very substantial 
improvement in this respect will be effected before the close of 
the current year. A new hospital is in oourse of erection at 
Maseru, completely equipped and furnished, and provided with 

will be engaged, and the medical oHicer at Maseru will be in a 
position to carry on his useful work with the advantage of 
trained assistance. 1 trust it may be possible in time to build 
and equip improved hospitals at other stations. 

The crimina) returns show few cases of serious crime among 
the Basuto. A few cattle thefts, on a somewhat large scale, 
took place in the earlier part of the year̂  but the delinquents 
were suitably punished, and the stolen stock returned to the 

homicide dealt with are, without exception, the fatal results of 
drunken brawls at beer drinks, and only one case of premeditated 
murder has been discovered. In this instance, the murderer was 
arrested in Basutoland, and handed over to the authorities of the 
Orange River Colony (where the crime occurred) and was tried 
and executed. 

In another case, a body was found under circumstances whioh 
left no room for doubt that the victim had been murdered and 
robbed, but no clue to the perpetrators of the crime could be 
discovered. Both the above murders were committed on the 
persons of labourer returning to their homes with their wages. 
Uuder ordinary circumstances deliberate murder is almost un
known among the Basuto. 

The population may be estimated at 263,000, and the general 
state of the public health is fully dealt with in the reports of the 
Medical Omcers. The lepers throughout the country have been 
registered, and notes made as to the history of every known case. 
A special report on the subject has been prepared by the 
Principal Medical OfBcer. I am unable at present to recommend 
any practicable measure for the treatment of lepers beyond (he 
local isolation of the worst cases, whioh is generally carried out 
by the natives themselves. 
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Telegraph communication hag been extended to Peka station ; 
and the hne throughout Basutoland has been doubled and 
strengthened. The telephonic communication between stations 
is a great convenience. 

1 propose, during the coming year, to recommend an increase 
of expenditure on the main roads throughout Basutoland. The 
work hitherto done has kept all roads in a passable condition, 
but some improvement is desirable. Basutoland abounds in good 
sandstone, suitable for building material, but there is a scarcity 
of hard stonn for road rnetah The important magistracy and 
village of Hlotsi Heights in Leribe has for years suRered the 
disadvantage of a most inadequate water supply, and I propose 
to place on the Estimates tor the coming year a sum for the 
provision of a simple water system for this place. 

The year has happily been vimventful as regards the internal 
political situation in Basutoland, t ad, with reference to some of the 
intertribal dissensions, I have been able to make certain arrange
ments, which I trust will tend towards the future peace and good 
order of the country. The release of Joel Molapo from prison in 
April was very naturally followed by a renewal of the friction 
between himself and his half-brother Hlasoa, in regard to their 
!and dispute at Tsimi. Joel has been inclined to press his claim 
to the control of Hlasoa and his land, and Hlasoa has asserted 
his intention of maintaining his complete independence. Mr. 
Macgregor, the Assistant Commissioner of the district, has 
dealt judiciously with the question, and has recently held a 
meeting with the parties to the dispute, at which a fair prospect 
of a satisfactory compromise of the question was arrivod at. 

A dispute of long standing as to a boundary between the sons 
of the late Chief Ramanella, was dealt with by me, and there is 
reason to hope that the matter is Anally settled. 

In March I proceeded to the Quthing District, and, at a 
meeting of 10 days' duration, investigated a number of com
plaints against the local Chief Nkwebe Letsie. The Paramount 
Uhief Lerothodi was with me, and had a representative follow
ing of Chiefs and Councillors. The public feeling strongly 
condemned the harsh and aggressive conduct of Nkwebe, and 1 
gave judgment accordingly in the direction of preserving the 
rights and privileges of the petty Chiefs, who were the complain
ants. The death of Nkwebe, which took place early in July, 
has since considerably altered the situation in Quthing. 

The conclusion of the war was followed by a crop of rumours 
as to the intentions of His Majesty's Government towards the 
Basuto. The native mind was considerably exercised by reports 
as to approaching disarmament and other political changes. This 
uneasiness appeared to be dispelled after a meeting between His 
Excellency the High Commissioner and the leading Chiefs, 
which too* place at Ladybrand, in the Orange River Colony, in 
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December, 1902. The fact that auoh A meeting took plaoe, And 
thAt no atartling Announcement aa to ohange of polioy waa made, 
hAd evidently the eCeot of reaaauring the Chiefa And people 
Rumoura auch Aa I hAve AHuded to Are foatered by the wild talk 
of fooliah or deaigning peraona on the border, and by newapaper 
paragrapha whioh are read by nativea, who are prone to unduly 
over-eatunate the importance of auch reporta. 

In February, 1903, I accompanied a party of Chiefa And 
Counoillora, who were given An opportumty of proceeding to 
Bloemfontein to convey the national greeting of the Baanto to 
the Secretary of State for the Coloniea. 

The 3 rat meeting of the Baautoland National Council took 
plAce in July, 1903, aod the report And proceedinM of the 
meeting have been fully dealt with by me in deapatcnea. But 
it ia right to plaoe on record in thia report that the meeting waa 
oharaottrieed ny ainoere attempta to aboliah defecta in the ayatem 
of native aelf-govemment. A variety of topioa were uaefully 
diaoua**d. aa a rule with good aenae and moderation, although, of 

* <Moat ramarkable feAture of the Seaaion WAa the apon-
taneoua reeolution in ^vour of the conaiderAtion And regulAtion 
of oertAin native lAwa And ouatoma. Eighteen reaolutiona were 
Adopted, the majori ty tending towArda oheoking And control l ing 
the ArbitrAry And mpAcioue deciaiona of courta of nAtive Chiefa. 
It WAa evident thAt the meeting atronply deaired to reform the 
native ayatem in the direction of obtAmmg grcAter aecurity of 
property And of lAnd tenure, And thia indicAtion of publ ic feeling 
m theae mit tera ahould hAve A good eHect. Free expreaaion of 
opinion at publ ic meetings ia the rule Among the Baauto, but At 
thia ve ry repreaentative And important gathering, there waa an 
unuaual amount o f plain apeaking of the nature of oriticiam of 
the Chiefa. 

On the whole , although it might be mialeading to predict 
with complete confidence the permanent utility of thia National 
Council, tne 6rat meeting may be regArded Aa A moat encouraging 
experiment. 

From time to time the ill-health of the pATAmount Chief 
Lerothodi, has prevented him from taking aa Active A pArt in 
nAtionAl aHaira aa I could have wished. Thia ia, without doubt, 
to a great extent, due to hia disregard of medical advice aa to 

that he haa on ocoaaion pluckily come forward to attend to public 
buaineaa when under conaiderable phyaical auHering. 

proaperity. The Chieta, although by no meana faultleaa, have, 
aa a rule, exerciaed their very conaiderable power with modera
tion, and, although they exhibit no diapoaition to aubmit to 
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effacement in the slightest degree, they are prudent enough to 
defer to the admonition of Government Officers, and to expres
sions of puMic opinion. The cases of exaction and injustice 
which are complained of are the exceptions to the rule. Reports 
of cruelty, accusations of witchcraft, and wholesale confiscation 
of property, which were frequent twenty years ago, are rarely 
brought to my notice. 

The process of any change in the tribal character or habits 
must necessarily be a slow one, and the best that may be hoped 
for the Basuto is that they may, however graduauy, become 
more industrious and enlightened, and may be preserved from 
the deterioration which appears to attend the contact of natives 
with modem civilization. 

I bear to place on record the good servioes of the officers of 
the Administration. The senior officers are a body of public 
servants whose character commands the confidence of the Basuto 
Chiefs and people, and who possess the advantage of many years' 
experience m tne service of His Majesty's Government in South 
Atrica. 

I have, &c, 

H. C. SLOLHT, 

Maseru, 

30th August, 1903. 
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ANNUAL REPORT FROM T R E GOVERNMENT 
SECRETARY, 1902-190$. 

Government Secretary's ONoe, 
MAseru, 

15th .My, 1903. 
SlR, 

IN submitang for your information the usual Reports from 
the Assistant Commissioners, Basutoland, for the year ending 
30th June, 1903, I have the honour to attach the following 
summary of statistical information, gathered from these and other 
sources. 

On the whole the year may be described as a very satisfactory 
one. 

FMANCIAL. 

Tho Revenue of the country for the year just ended was:— 

4 *. <t. 
Hut Tax . . . 62,387 0 0 
Post (Mice . . . 2,953 16 10 
Licences . . . . . . 4,451 1 6 

Fees *** w w * t * 155 18 10 
Miscellaneous receipts .. . w w 3y513 14 6 

73,463 11 8 
Customs ... 27,935 12 6 

Total 4101,399 4 2 

The Expenditure for the same period amounted to 
476,271 12*. 1M. 

I also append a Return showing comparative Revenue and 
Expenditure for the last Ave years :— 

Year ending. Revenue. Expenditat*. 

80th June, 1899 
30th June, 1900 
30th Jane, 190! 
80th June, ! 902 
&M Jane, 1903 

46,847 16 8 
69,769 16 4 
74,890 19 1 

104,284 1 4 
101,399 < 2 

46,417 12 9 
59,492 7 6 
55,485 14 5 
64,809 18 1 
76,271 12 1! 
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Hut Tax waa paid on $0,85$ huta, while arrear Hut Tax 
collected amounted to 43,089, as against 45,138 in 1901-1902, 
the excess in that year being largely owing to Chief Joe! 
Molapo haying brought his tax up to date aa mentioned in my 
hut year's report. 

TRADE AND AGRICULTURE. 

The Territory has earned 497,935 by Customs under the 
Union, which, when compared with iast year f 433,097), shows a 
considerable shortage. This, however, ts natural, and was fully 
expected. The amount earned may, I think, be considered most 
satisfactory, considering the circumstances of the year. 

Below ig a comparative table showing Exports and Imports for 
the last two years :— 

EXPORTS. 

Year ended 
30th Jans, 1902 

Quantity. Valae. 

Year ended 
80th Jane, 1903. 

Quantity. Veloe. 

Whett ... 
Mesliea ... 
K*Br com 
Meel ... 
Me*Hc meal 

Wool 
Mohair 

Horaet 
Cattle ... 
MieoeUaneone 

Total 

Maids. 
35,623 
86,445 
8,494 
3,434 
1,299 

Lbs. 
3,729.) 73 

406,8;13 
No. 

656 
1,574 

19,342 4 
46,621 9 
6,751 16 
4,156 5 

987 2 

46,794 5 8 
10,691 10 8 

9,0*9 15 0 
20,453 10 0 
2,146 5 9 

Maids. 
116,275 
60,794 
25,856 
6,251 

132 
Lb* 

2,859,671 
396,710 

Wo. 
81 

1,241 

3 #. J. 
81,847 0 9 
55,014 14 6 
22,888 7 0 
7,574 10 6 

10! 0 0 

45,140 4 7 
11,454 11 10 

1,227 10 0 
17,571 11 0 
16,107 13 6 

— 166,894 8 7 — 258,927 3 8 

IMPORTS. 

— 1901-1902. 1902-1903. 

J6 4 
Apparel, elope, &c 13,860 11,635 
Cotton mennfsetnrea 62,110 43,642 
Woollen „ 57,590 57,974 
Htberdaebery 
Provision*, othnen'a stores, &c. 
Other gooda 

22,070 30,178 Htberdaebery 
Provision*, othnen'a stores, &c. 
Other gooda 

27,820 10,640 
Htberdaebery 
Provision*, othnen'a stores, &c. 
Other gooda 47,740 36,960 

Totat 4230,680 ! 19!,0t9 
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There Are no Rgures At my disposal to enAble me to separate 
British And Foreign import* exactly, bnt it is thought b y those 
competent to judge that the relative proportion would be About 
87^ pc cent. British imports as against 12^ per cent. Foreign. 

There has been a very marked inorease in exports this year. 
This is chieRy due to the targe export of wheat, whioh has not 
been so high since 1896. 

LtONNCM. 

General trader 136 
Hawker (paid) 423 

MiH licences 2 

* PAS6B8. 

A large number of passes were issued this year (132,588) of 
which between 60,000 and 70,000 were for work of one kind or 
another. A very small proportion (under 8,000) went to 
Johannesburg, ana I think that only a small proportion of these 
were for the actual mines themselves. 



! 

Leribe. 
! 
< 

Bare*. Maaera. Mafeteng. A*. Hodc Qnthing. NA. Totah. 

Johannesburg 1,731 706 4,968 207 19$ 17 7 7,836 

Kimberley 701 — 1,339 36 442 9 $ 2^M 

Xatai Mines 1.164 — — — — — — 1,164 

Railways 3,820 584 1468 431 51 — — 6,064 

Farm and Domestic 13,797 425 3,464 7,632 6^91 1,873 1,260 34,042 

Other purposes 21,816 12,365 10,526 12,791 4,762 6448 10,494 78,202 

CapeCoa* Mines — 106 25 163 47 21 362 

Jagersfontein ! — 123 1,666 233 — 8 2,030 

Military .. . - 306 — 64 6 — — 376 

Total 43/)29 14,386 20,694 22,852 12,437 7,394 11,796 132^88 
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During the year the sum of 42,780 was remitted from native 
labourers in Johannesburg to their relatives in Basutoland 
through the Transvaal Native Amtirs Department and myself. 

Remittances to the Leribe District alone amounted to more 
than half the whole sum mentioned. 

EDUCATION. 

The Hgures in this Return still show an upward tendency. 

190i-lMZ. 1902-1903. 

8ohoo!e ... ... ... ... ... 
Heholste ... ... ... ... . . . 
Mean average attend*** 
Expenditure 

197 
13,031 
9,067 

45,212 IS*. KM. 

206 
14,171 
10,024 

46,660 17*. 7<i. 

POLICE AND JUDICIAL. 

The following are the Police and Judicial Returns : 
European oiHcers 

„ constables 
Native ofHcers . . . 

sergeants 
corporals 
privates 
constables 

12 
4 
5 
6 

10 
230 

3 

PATROL RETURN. 
Number of patrols 1,777 

„ men on patrol 3,186 
Estimated distance (mmiles) patrolled 45,545 
Arrests under Liquor Laws ... 19 

„ „ Pass Lawa 159 
Other offences 15i 

The following cases were heard in the Assistant Commissioners' 
Courts:— 

CA8E6 RETURN. 
Culpable homicide 
Thcilt * + * e*e * e 
Pass Regulations 
Trading Regulations 
Resisting police 
ASS&lltt e ee eee ee 
Other crimes 
Civil Actions 

e e e 

15 
64 

279 
3! 

3 
6 

84 
25 
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GAOL RETURN. 
Prisoners receive&into gaol 

,, convicted .. . . . . 
„ discharged unconvicted 
„ in caol 30th June, 1903 

Floggings inmcted 

L08T STOCK RETURN. 

. 452 

. 366 

. 74 

. 86 

. Nil. 

Stock. Reported. Traced. Not 
traced. 

Me-
covered. 

Notre-
covered. 

Home* ... 96 24 72 23 73 
Cattle ... ... 216 !40 76 140 76 
8heep ... ... 803 307 496 

t 

307 496 

POSTAL AND TELEGRAPH. 
1 am indebted to the courtesy of the Postmaster General, 

(Jape Town, for the following Postal and Tetegraphic statistics. 

Letter* posted in Basutoland ... 
„ received in Basutoland 

Issued . . . 
Paid 

... Value 5,407 . . . 
1,558 . . . 

283 Deposits with total value of ... 
83 Withdrawals with total value of 

262,509 
268.788 

14,759 7 11 
5,851 (i 11 

3,217 11 5 
2,726 3 10 

%/%yr4%?/Me 

The Revenue from this source collected in the Territory 
amounted to JE 1,310 2*. 3<%. 

POPULATION. 

Whites 
Natives ee * 

580 
.. . 262,000 

I have, &c, 

L. WHOUGHTON, 

!60M P 2 
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A N N U A L REPORT—LERIBE DISTRICT, 1902-1903. 

When my last Annual Report W M written, the Chief Joel was 
about to be tried for disloyal conduct during the late war. He 
was found guilty and sentenced to one years imprisonment. The 
political situation in his ward was, however, not greatly altered. 
Hlasoa was replaced in his holding at Tsime, from whence it will 
be remembered Joel had driven him in 1899. He was not re
placed under Joel, who was his former overlord, neither was he 
definitely taken from him, and the policy indicated to me, which 
I have persistently followed with very fair results, has been to 
urge all parties to bury the past. Hlasoa was told, although 
he was not put back unuer Joe!, to treat him with respect and 
consideration, by attending his " Matsima," and observing the 
little amenities which native custom exacts from the junior to his 
seniors. Joel was told that though Hlasoa, and what is more 
important his holding, had not been so far taken from him, he 
must act with great caution and carefully abstain from all action 
which might be in the least likely to cause irritation. Jonathan 
did not accept this policy with a good grace. It was, perhaps, 
hardly to be expected that he womd, in view of Joel's nabitual 
insubordination towards himself. But while he has done little to 
forward it, I am bound to say that I have not become aware of 
his having done anything to thwart it. 

There was naturally much friction at Rrst on the part of 
Joel's sons, and latterly, on Joel's rciease from prison, which 
took place on April 17th. Both parties seem at present to have 
accepted the situation, and I do not hear of any serious com
plaints from either. But before anything like a satisfactory 
situation is evolved, certain long-standing grievances of Hlasoa 
will have to be removed, and 1 am not without the hope that this 
may be accomplished in the further pursuance of the present 
policy. 

The Chief Motsuene's position is still unsatisfactory. There 
is constant friction between him and Jonathan, which, owing to 
Motsuene's rank and the attitude of the Paramount Chief Lero
thodi, the latter Rnds it difBcult to deal with. Possibly if he 
were to approach Lerothodi with goodwill, and a desire 
to arrive at an understanding with him, something might be 
accomplished, but 1 regret to say he does not do this. 

The settlement last year of the dispute between the sons of 
Lesaoana seems to have been very satisfactory. There has been 
no further trouble, and I have on several occasions noticed Peete 
and Seshope working together in a manner which would have 
appeared impossible a few years ago. 

I regret that 1 cannot record any improvement at Makhoak-
hoene ; Letsika is still in dispute with his brothers, but perhaps 
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the moat pressing question at thia time ia one about which there 
ought to oe no queation at aH, and that ia the poaition of Thaka
banna, Letaika*s eldest son. whom he now deaires to disinherit. 
Jonathan favours Thakabanna, and I believe the matter is now 
before the Paramount Chief, who, so far as I know, has not yet 
expressed himself de&nitely upon it, though he, in common 
with everyone else, has, up t<* now, recognised Thakabanna aa 
Letsika's heir. 

How far Letsika wii! be able to carry out his intention remains 
to be seen, but native custom has before now proved fairly rigid 
in these matters, and instances are not wanting in which it has 
been too strong for certain Chiefs desirous, for personal reasons, 
of disinheriting their natural heirs in place of some more favoured 
junior. It if, I think, to be hoped that it will prove so in this 
case, and that a disturbing precedent will not be created. 

The situation at Ramapepe's is still as it was left by Sir 
Godfrey Lagden in 1900, when Raboka and his clan were placed 
directly under the Assistant Commissioner, pending the {Jacing 
of Jonathan's son Tau, which was then under discussion. This 
is quite an anomaly under our system, and it was never intended 
to last as long as it ha*. But Jonathan, though from time to 
time I have represented it to him, has not taken any steps for 
the placing of nin son, and does nt't seem in the least inclined to 
do so. The arrangement suits him very well, as Raboka is his 
staunch adherent, and may be relied on to further his interests, 
which he can do in many little ways without giving me cause to 
intervene. On the other hand Khetisa, whose interests are 
antagonistic to Jonathan's, is very dissatisRed. Raboka is no 
friend of his, and his influence, which used to be paramount in 
the ward, is diminishing perceptibly. He is, therefore, very 
anxious for the present arrangement to end, but whether it can 
ever end in a manner likely to give him satisfaction, and restore 
his lost inAuence, is very doubtful. 

Notwithstanding all these elements of discord, I am glad to 
say that the general conduct of the Chiefs has been satisfactory. 
The more important of them seem to have acquired a more just 
idea of their responsibilities, and the possibility of their resorting 
to arms to adjust their diCerences, as so frequently happened in 
former years, is becoming more and more remote. 

The epidemic of rinderpest, reported last year, has died out, 
and for some six months tne district has been clear. 

There have, on the other hand, been several outbreaks of small
pox, imported in most instances. These have been successfully 
dealt with as they occurred by strict quarantine and vaccination, 
and the disease has not spread to any great extent. 

There has been a partial failure of the crops this year owing 
to the late rains and early frosts, and 1 fear there will be con
siderable scarcity before the next crops can be reaped. 
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The water supply of this station, whioh has always been 
inadequate, has now become a question of the most urgent 
importance, owing to the weakening of the spring, upon which 
we have hitherto depended. A scheme is now under considera
tion for bringing a supply from Sebotoane Mountain, a distance 
of about four nnles. 

The following are the usual annual returns :— 

RBVMNUK. 

Hut Tax 
Judicial Rnes 
Licences 
Fees . . . . 
Miscellaneous 

15,914 10 0 
410 17 6 
578 0 0 

9 19 4 
78 5 0 

Total ... ^16,991 11 10 

Hut tax was paid on 15,217 huts. 
Amount of arrear tax pail was 1,231 0;. 0<%. 

LtCENCKB. 

General traders' licences 
Hawkers' licences (paid) 

„ ,, (free) .. 

. . . 46 

. . . 100 

. . . 210 

The following cases were tried in the Assistant Commissioner's 
Court:— 

Theft 
Treason 
Homicide 
Assault 
Intimidation 
Breach of the peace 
Contempt of Court 
Resisting the Police 
Fraud 
Contravening Pass Regulations 

„ Customs Regulations 
„ Trading „ 

Civil Actions . . . 

* ** 9 
. . . 1 
*** 8 
. . . 4 
. . . 1 
. . . 4 
*** 2 
. . . i 

. . . i 

. . . 169 

. . . 4 
*** 6 
A A A 5 
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The strength of the Police detachment in this district is 

Inspector ... *** ... *** ** I 

Sab-inspectors ... 2 

Native ofHoer .. . ... . . . ... 1 
Chief constable ... 1 

Native sergeants 1 
corporals... . . . . . . . . . 3 

„ Lance corporals 1 

„ privates ... ... . . . .. 52 

GAOL RETURN 

Number of prisoners received into gaot . . . 
„ „ convicted and sentenced . 
,< „ discharged unconvicted . 
n „ in gaol on 30th June, 1903. 

Floggings indicted... 

.35 
146 

3 
20 

Nil. 

P M C E 8 OF STOCK AND PRODUCE. 

Ponies < &25 to J630. 

Cattle JEl3to*€20. 

Sheep ... ... *** 30#. 

Mealies, per muid 25*. 

Wheat . . . ... . . . ..* 30*. 

KaiBr com ... . . . . . . 35*. 

Oat hay, per 100 bundles . . . 23*. to 30*. 

Wool, per lb# . . . . . . e** 3̂ f. 
Mohair, per lb. ^ . ... 9^. 

PATROLS. 

Number oE patrols e .. . 400 
„ men employed . . . . . . 605 
„ miles covered . . . . . . 9,334 
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LoHT ON STOLEN STOCK. 

Traced Not 
tr*o*d. BooovwML Not 

ttootwed. 

HoMM 3 7 S 
Out!. ... ... 84 1$ 35 t4 
Sboep 3! )4 30 6 

PASSES ISSUED 

Johannesburg Mutes 
Kimberley 
Natal 
Ra^way construction 
Agricultural work 
Other purposes 

$9 

9 ) 

. . . 1,73! 
701 

. . . i,164 

.. . 3,820 

. . . 13,797 

. . . 21,810 

ABRESTH. 

The following arrests were made : — 

Contravening Liquor Regulations 
„ Pass 

Other oHencee . . . 

1 
209 
105 

J. C. MACOBEOOB, 

Leribe, 

30th June, 1903. 
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A N N U A L R E P O R T — B U T H A B U T H E D I S T R I C T , 
19M-I903. 

Several matters of an important political nature, which had 
necessarily to remain in abeyance during the late South African 
war, came to the front soon after peace was declared. 

Chief Joel Molapo was summoned to Maseru to answer 
charges of persistent disloyalty, and of having during the year 
1899 caused arms to be taken up against his younger brother 
Hlasoa, which resulted in the death of several persons, and the 
forcible expulsion of Hlasoa and his followers from his tenement 
of Tsime. 

These charges were easily proved, and Joel was sentenced by 
the Resident Commissioner to be imprisoned for one year, and to 
pay a fine of five hundred head of cattle. It was further settled 
that Hlasoa and his followers should be replaced at their home at 
Tsime. 

On the 26th July the Resident Commissioner, the Assistant 
Commissioner of Leribe, representatives of the Paramount Chief, 
other in^uential representatives of the Basuto nation, and I, 
proceeded to Tsime, and Hlasoa was formally repatriated there. 
Hlasoa, at Tsime, had formerly been under the chieftainship 
of Joe!, and in replacing him there it was not said that 
Tsime should be definitely removed from Joel's control, but 

should not interfere there, or do anything calculated to cause 
irritation. 

After Hlasoa's expulsion from Tsime, Joel had settled a 
number of his own immediate followers there, and the Resident 
Commissioner in repatriating him ordered these persons to 
remove. 

As might have been expected, Joel's younger sons, notably 
Qhobela, who lives close to Tsime, soon endeavoured, by every 
cunning means in their power, to obtain a footing there and to 
otherwise annoy Hlasoa. Scarcely a week passed without 
Hlasoa bringing some well founded complaint to me to this 
eSect. I was caused a deal of anxiety, and in view of the 
different interests at stake the matter required very careful 
handling. Qhobela at length, finding that tne Government was 
firm in its policy, desisted in his designs, and for about six 
months before J oel's release from gaol Hlasoa had nothing to 
complain about. Joe. was released from gaol in April, and 
shortly after his return home complaints from Hlasoa 
commenced to teach me. He complained that people from Joel, 
who did not live there, were ploughing fields at Tsime, that 
some of the houses in one of his village* had been destroyed by 

that Joel, or rather, in his absence i 
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persons removiug the thatched roofs, and generally that he was 
being persecuted. Upon enquiry I found that these complaints 
were well founded, and submitted a special report of the matter 
to the Assistant Commissioner, Leribe. 

1 had no doubt that Joel had instigated these acts with a 
view to ascertaining how far he could interfere at Tsime with 
impunity. As a result of my report, which was transmitted to 
the Resident Commissioner, representatives of the Paramount 
Chief were sent to Joel, and he was plainly toM that he would 
be held responsible if anything of the kind recurred. 

Since then no further attempt at interference with Tsime from 
outside has been reported to me. 

For geographical and political reasons Tsime should be under 
Joel's chieftamship, but it would be obviously impossible to 
allow this until the bad feeling caused by the late trouble has 
died out. 

It is the policy and constant endeavour of the Government to 
promote goodwill between Joel and Hlasoa. 

I desire to place on record the valuable assistance 1 reoeived 
from Mopedi, the eldest son of Joel, who represented the latter 
while in gaol. 

His position was a dimcult one and demanded considerable 
tact. There are the usual family disputes in the Mahhuakhua 
ward. One of prominent importance is between Letsika, the 
head of the clan, and his eldest son Thakabanna. 

Leteika's jealousy of Thakabanna may almost be described 
as a mania. In addition to curtailing his power as far as 
possible, he has recently been endeavouring to prove that 
JLumane, a very younger son, is in reality Ms heir. I think 
Letsika will And it dit&cult to establish this, but as I have 
recently rendered a special report on this subject I will not now 
go into it in detail. 

It is always a matter of delicacy to interfere in disputes 
between a father and son, and unless absolute injustice is proved 
against the former it is generally advisable, as far as possible, to 
support his authority and to maintain obedience and Anal duty. 

When peace was declared a number of farms in the Orange 
River Colony were unoccupied by their owners, and I feared 
that Individual natives might be tempted to cross over from this 
ward for the purpose of stealing unprotected stock. I conse
quently instructed Joel and Letsika to call their people together, 
and to wam them of the very serious oonsequenoee whioh would 
ensue to persons who should steal from the Orange River 
Cotony. I do not know whether or not these meetings caused 
the following satisfactory results, but the fact remains that, 



considering the enormous native population close to the border, 
comparatively few such thefts have taken place during the year 
under review. 

The exact figures are as follows :— 

Number of stolen cattle traced into Butha 
Butheward . . . 34 

Number of stolen sheep traced into Butha 
Butheward . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number of stolen goats traced into Butha 
Buthe ward . . . . . . . . . . . . 31 

All these animals were recovered by us and returned to the 
owners, with the exception of one bow which died a natural 
death in Basutoland, and one goat which was killed by the thief. 
All the thieves implicated in the thefts were arrested and 
punished. 

I hope, and have reason to believe, that farmers in the Orange 
River Colony living near the border now realise that they are 
practically secure from this particular kind of depredation. 

The amount of current hut-tax collected during the year is 
satisfactory, although slightly less than last year, which was an 
abnormal one, owing to the great influx of native refugees during 
the war. 

As evidenced by the export and import returns, the trade of 
the ward is in a healthy condition. 

Natives in this ward, as compared with other* in Basutoland, 
do not appear anxious to avail themselves of the benefits of 
education. In proportion to the population of the ward an 
extremely small number of pupils was presented for examination 
at the dinerent schools recently inspected by me. 

It is rather a remarkable fact that, in a ward with an estimated 
native population of eighteen thousand persons, only one Chris
tian marriage was solemnised during the year. 

I have forwarded the usual statistics to be embodied in the 
Annual Report of the Assistant Commissioner, Leribe. 

W. MAN8BL, 
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A N N U A L REPORT—BEREA DISTRICT, 1902-1903. 

The Report for the peat year is very much the same as that 
for the year before. There has been no serious disturbance, but 
several of the usual minor disputes cropped up from time to time. 
Some of these appear to be now settled, such as that of Patso 
and his ground; the line between Makoaii and Marthinus; and 
the quarrels between Peete and Lebese. Moeketse still causes 
a good deal of trouble, and has lately been to the Paramount 
Chief to reopen his grievances. 

In April an agricultural show was held here, and may, under 
the circumstances, be considered to have been a great success. 

The horses, cattle, sheep and goats shown were very good, 
especially the cattle. Very little grain, naturally, was brought 
in, but the little exhibited wa* exceptionally Hue. 

The crops are, I fear, to a great extent a failure this year, and 
many of the villages will sutler from a scarcity of grain. But I 
do not think that there wil! be anything in the nature of a 
famine. 

The hut tax was again paid up welt and quickly, the amount 
being more than JE400 in exce3S of any other year. 

There has been very little serious crime in the district during 
the year. 

The following are the usual annual returns :— 

KKVENUE. 

Hut Tax 6,979 0 0 
Licences 268 0 0 
Fines 7 9 0 
Fees 4 11 0 
Miscellaneous 10 0 0 

Total . . . 47,269 0 0 

Number of huts upon which tax was paid, 6,700. 

Amount of arrear tax paid, J&417. 
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GenenJ tM^dera' HcatM x̂ 94 
Hawkerw' iicencea (p^id) 24 

^ (free) . . . ** ^ 
Mill licence . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

CASES T&HBD. 

The following ia a return of cases tried in the Assistant 
Commissioner^ Court:— 

Contravening pass regulations... . . . 25 

Culpable homicide . . . . . . . . . 1 
A^aaault . . . . . . .*. 1 
Civil caaes . . . * * * . . . . . . 2 
Other oHences . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

POLICE. 

The atrength of the Police detachment in thia diatrict ia : -* 

Sub*Inapector . . . . . . 1 
Native sergeant . . . . . . . . . 1 

corporal . . . . . . . . . 1 
,, privates . . . . . . . . . 97 

PRICES OF STOCK AND PRODUCE. 

Horses... . . . . . . . . . J&15 to J620 
(Oxen . . . . . . . . . . . . JE15 to J618 
Cows . . . . . . . . . . . . ^ ! 2 to JE1& 
Ewes . . . . . . . . . . 
Wethers . . . . . . ... 30#. 
Goats . . . . . . . . . . . . 15*. to 20^. 
Mealies . . . . . . . . . 25.?. per hag. 
Wheat... . . . . . . 20#. „ 
KatHr corn .. . . . . . . 30.i, „ 
Wool . . . .* . . . .. 5t?. 
Mohair . . . . . . . 8<%. 
Forage .. . . . . . *. 7.?. per 100 lbs. 
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . 12.*. per bag. 
Hides . . . . . . . . . . . . 4</. per lb. 
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GAOL RETURN. 

Number of prisoner* reeeived in gaol... 33 
„ „ convicted . . . 18 

Number of prisoners dischargad uncon
victed ... . . . . . . . . . .*+ 14 

Number of prisoners in gaol on 30th 
June, 1903 ... . . . . . . . . . 7 

Floggings inRicted Nil. 

PATROLS. 

Number of patrols 435 
„ men employed 913 
„ miles patrolled ... . . . 7,524 
„ arrests for contravening 

pass regulations 25 

PA88K8 ISSUED. 

Mines... ... . . . ... . . . 70$ 
Railways 584 
Remounts 306 
Agricultural 425 
Other purposes 12,365 

LOST OB STOLEN STOCK. 

— Reported. Traced. Nfot traced. Beoovered. Not 
recovered. 

Horses .. _ 
Shtep ... — — — 
Goats ... 

W. B o i W B L L , 

Berea, 

30th June, 1903. 
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A N N U A L REPORT—MASERU DISTRICT, 19M-!90S. 

Nothing of poHtioal intereat haw occurred in thia Dlatfict 
during the paat yeAr, with the exception of the tri*! of Chi-f 
Joe! for high treaaon. Thia Chief waa tried by the RatMeat 
Commiaaioner And sentenced on the 17th July, 1902, to pay A ' 
Rne of 500 head of cattle, And to be impriaoned for one year. 
J oel*a conduct during impriaonment waa exemplary, And After 
being impriaoned in the local gAo! for nine montha, the remAinder 
of hia aentence was remitted And he was released on 18th 
April, 1903. 

The hut tax WAa pAid up promptly, And ahowa An increase on 
last year'a collection of 4393. 

Fair cropa of wheat and oata were reaped in thia diatnct, and 
the wheat proapect for the enauing seaaon looka very promising. 

The mealie and KaCSr com cropa, however, were almost a tota! 
failure, mainly due to the very early frosta in March, which 
destroyed a great deal of the atanding cropa. 

The aummer raina were very Late And not up to th* average. 
Rinderpeat waa atamped out m the early apring, and there haa 
been very little aickneas among cattle since then. 

Paaturage, owing to the prolonged drought, is had, and atock 
haa conaequently ac€ered a good deal from hunger. 

The following are the usual annual returns :— 

REVENUE. 

4 4 . 

Hut Tax .. . . . . . . 10,849 10 0 
Licences 384 2 9 
Fines ... ... 119 0 0 
Ferry Tolls !08 T5 0 
Fees of Court 15 10 $ 
Miacellaneous 173 19 9 

Total 411,650 18 0 

Hut tax was paid on 10,442 huts. 

Amount of arrear tax paid was 4407 10*. 
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LncBNcns. 
Genera! traders' licences 
HAwkers' lioences (paid) 

(free) 

28 
1 2 1 

3 

LOST OB STOLEN STOCK. 

No lost atock was reported from neighbouring territor.es as 
traced into this district. 

PATROLS. 

Number of patrols 229 
men employed 339 
miles covered 4,745 
arrests for contravening 

pass regulations ... . . . . . . 36 
Number of arrests for contravening 

liquor regulations ... . . . 1 

The following cases ivere tried in the Assistant Commissioner's 
Court:— 

M 

Theft . . . . . . 
Homicide . . . 
Contravening liquor regulations 

„ pass „ 
Other oRences 
Civil ^ases... . . . . . . 

PASSES ISSUED. 

.1 ohannesburg M ines... 
Kimberley „ . . . 
J agersf ontein „ ... 
('ape Co!ony . . . 
Farm and domestic service ... 
Railways 
Other purposes 

8 
1 
8 

13 
12 

8 

4,96C 
1,339 

123 
!06 

2,464 
1,168 

10,526 

GAOL KKTURN. 

Number of prisoners received into gao) 
convicted 
discharged unconvicted 

Floggings indicted 

. . . 96 

a? 
in gaol on 30th June, 1903 . . . 19 

http://territor.es


BASUTOLAND, 1902-3. 33 

POUON. 

The strength of the police detachment in this district is :— 
Sub-inspector 1 
European constable 1 
Native .. 2 

M 

M 

sergeant 
corporals 
privates... 

1 
2 

56 

PBICE8 OF STOCK AND PBODUCE. 

Cattle 
Horses 
Sheep 
Goats 
Wheat .. 
Mealies .. 
KafBr corn 
Wool 
Mohair 

J617 each. 
J&25 
25*. 
20*. „ 

23*. per muid. 
25*. yy ,y 
35*. „ 
4<f. per !b. 

6 ^ . 

^9 

Maseru, 
30th June, 1903. 

J. P. M U R R A Y , 

7lcf?M<y-/i**: '*f#M% Cf'?MM?**?'^?t4fr. 
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A N N U A L REPORT.—MAFETENG DISTRICT, 
1903-1903. 

satisfactory to And that no matter of a political nature has in 
any way affected the peace and good order of this district. An 
old boundary dispute between Chiefs Mqjela and Azariel has 
again been brougnt forward. This aHects the division of rights 
in a fertile valley, where the people of both chiefs have cultivated 
lands. Owing to dense population and scarcity of arable land 
in this particular neighbourhood, the Rnal settlement of their 
respective claims is a matter of vital importance to the persons 
interested, who have thus far shown great forbearance and a 
desire to have their boundary defined by a competent authority. 
The ground has been visited by the Resident Commissioner, and 
I have also been there with messengers of the Paramount Chief; 
we have collected evidence bearing on the matter, and the parties 
now await the Resident Commissioner's decision. 

The Chief Leduma Poshuli, cousin to the present Paramount 
Chief, after a long illness, died in January. He has been 
succeeded by hi? bluest son, Ntja. 

After the conclusion of the late war the rumour was current 
that His Majesty's Government intended altering the system of 
administration in this Territory, and many natives who were 
dissatisfied with judgments they had obtained in the Chief's 
Courts applied for permission to bring their cases to this district 
Court on appeal. They were told that no such change was 
contemplated. A few glaring cases of miscarriage of justice 
were investigated and put right, but other applicants were advised 
to take their cases on appeal to the higher native courts in the 
usual manner. 

Chief Lctsie, eldest son of the Paramount Chief, resides near 
this Magistracy in a new viHage which has been built on Dikhoele 
Nek. His health is not good and he is naturally indolent and 
disinclined to take an active part in matters of public interest, 
which may necessitate travelling in Basuto!and or beyond. He 
has never been out of Basutoland and holds narrow views on 
most subjects; he has declined ail invitations oRered by the 
Government from time to time, to visit and pay homage to 
illustrious persons in neighbouring colonies, which his father and 
other Basuto Chiefs have gladly accepted. 

The Chiefs continue to render me necessary assistance in 
district matters, and, almost without exception, their attitude and 
demeanour denote loyalty to His Majesty s Government. 

In reviewing the events 

The people are greatly interested in the formation of the 
National Council, which wili assemble at Maseru for the Rrst 
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time this month, and there is much conjecture respecting the 
action of the Council in national a#airs. 

The people have recovered from unsettled conditions, consequent 
on the late war, and although they have a yearning for the old 
"war prices" (which is perhaps only natural) still they are 
sensible enough to accept the present rate of wages oRered to 
labourers, and they have freely gone to work in the neighbouring 
Colonies. Agents representing various mines, and Pubuc Works 
Departments, have been constantly in Mafeteny collecting 
labour, and they have been singularly successful where the 
contract period ts not more than three or four months. The 
Basuto are agriculturists, and greatly depend on crops for food; 
the men attend the ploughing and sowing and the women look 
after the growing crops; both join in harvesting. In conse
quence of this custom, the men do not like to be absent from 
tneir homes for long, and this is the reason why they have not 
gone in greater numbers to Transvaal mines. The period of 
service, six months, is too long for them. They can get the 
same rate of wages under easier conditions in the Cape and 
Orange River Colonies. F*rm and domestic service in adjacent 
Colonies has drawn labour largely from this district, including 
numbers of native families who are wearied by the exactions of 
the Basuto Chiefs, 

Some useful district works have been carried out during the 
last year in connection with the storage of water. On the 
Mafeteng Reserve a dam wall has been built below Cemetery 
vley, anu a similar wall was constructed on Diphering vley, and 
yet another across a donga, that was draining water out of 
Tsakholt /ley. Some fencing has been erected and preparations 
are in progress for tree planting at this Magistracy, and at 
Tsakholo, during next spring. Experiments in donga stopping 
have been tried by building stone walls across sluits in order by 
this means to prevent further denudation of soil. 

A stable was built for the Government stud horse. It is a 
convenient building, standing in a good paddock. 

The Medical OfHcer's quarters were repaired and some 
additions made. 

A new cottage for the Deputy Post Master and Telegraphist 
is in course of construction, the old quarters being condemned. 
Some special work was done to improve the old road between 
Mafeteng and Diphering. The district roads were maintained 
in a fair state of repair suitable for ordinary waggon trafEc, but 
there still remains a good deal that could be done to them in 
order to insure comfort in travelling. 

The water supply for domestic purposes at this station is 
inadequate for tne requirements of the population, and during 
dry seasons much inconvenience is experienced, as it is difHcn!t 
to procure good water, and the natives, especially children, drink 

M099 0 ; 
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impure water, and this causes enteric. I r$gre. to aay that an 
attempt to And water by borinp at this Magistracy failed. A 
propoaal to bring apring water mto the village by meana of a 
pipe aeî vice haa been aubmitted to the Resilient Commiaaioner 
and ia under oonaideration. 

Religioua inatruotion and educational work proceeda with 
aatiaiactory reaulta in all parta of the diatrict, under direction of 
clergy of the English Cnurch, the Paris Evangelical Mission 
Society, and the T^oman Catholic Mission. There ia also a 
small Mission of the Seventh Day Adventiata, and of the 
Ethiopian Church. 

I have fumiahed a aeparate report on 85 Qovemment-aided 
schools I inspected during the year. 

After extensive inoculation of cattle laat year, Rinderpeat 
gradually disappeared, and the district has been free from the 
disease ever since. A disease known as " Scab " was introduced 
into this territory during the late war by cast military horses, 
and rapidly spread, and infected thousands of horses, and in 
consequence of this native owners sustained heaty loss. A 
" wash " was given by the Gk^emment Veterinary Surgeon, and 
used for police horses with good results, and the prescnption for 
the same was commended to the public. 

There was a good average wheat crop last year, but very few 
fields of mealie and kaCRr com matured, owing to se^ ere drought 
and early frost. The melon and pumpkin crop failed from the 
same causes. Some poor families may require assistance before 
next season's crops are harvested, but it does not appear likely 
that any wide-spread want or hunger will be felt, as most of the 
people nave money, and other means of buying food. I suggest 
that Government should make an arrangement, at an early date, 
to enable people to buy mealie and MtSir com seed, and also 
PiMpHn Med, . t reMMuMs price.. 

One of the Arab stallions lately bought by Government is at 
this station, and will be used for stud purposes with a view to 
improving the breed of Basutoland ponies. 

'Jfhe following are the usual annual returns:— 
REVENUE. 

Hut tax 9,478 0 0 
Licences 326 0 0 
Fines 73 15 0 
Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 5 6 
Miscellaneous 475 3 0 

J610,367 3 6 

Number of huts upon which tax was paid was 92,435. 
Amount of arrear tax paid was J&235, 
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Hut tax was very well paid and the total amount ia more than 
usual, whioh ia due to payments having been made by native 
refugees who have now left the district. 

LMENCB8. 

General traders' licencea . . . . . . 24 
Hawkers' licencea (paid) 86 

„ „ (free) . . . . . . 2 

P O U C B . 

The district detachment ia eiRcient and consists of :— 
Sub-inspector 
European constable . . . 
Native oiRcer 

„ sergeant ... . . . . . . 
corporal . . . . . . . . . . . . 

„ privates . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 
„ constable . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

The District Headquarters are at Mafeteng, and a few men 
are stationed on the frontier at each of the ports of entry from 
the Orange River Colony, viz., Sephapo's Gate, Van Rooyan's 
Gate, Tsupane Gate, and at Chief Mqjela's on the Cafedon 
River. 

PATROLS. 

Number of patrols 301 
„ men employed 750 
„ miles patrolled 7,039 

for contravening Pass 
Regulations... .. 3 

for contravening Liquor 
Regulations 13 

CASES T R I E D . 

Civi l actions ... . . . . . . . . . . . . — 
Theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 
Liquor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Other crimes ... . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 

There has been very little serious crime in the district. 
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A Mosuto named Thohoa, who murdered another native 
named Jautji in Ladybrand district, was arrested in this district, 
and handed over to tno Government of the Orange River Colony 
for trial. 

RBTUBN OF L08T STOCK. 

DeMription. Reporto& Traoad. Not 
traesd. 

Re Not 
f#oovsred. 

Hows 36 3 M 3 33 
Cattle 59 43 16 43 16 
8heep 287 ^6 191 96 191 

PA88B8 I88UBD. 

Johannesburg Mines 
Kimberley „ . . . . . . 
.lagerbfontein „ 
Cape Colony. Coal mines . . . 
Vereeniging. „ „ 
Agricultural labour 
Domestic service 
Railwt ys 
Govern ment departments 
Other purposes 

207 
36 

1,666 
2.5 
49 

7,159 
473 
431 

64 
12,791 

22,901 

PB1CE8 OF STOCK AND PBODUCE. 

Wheat ... ... 20*. 
Mealies . . . ... ... 24*. 
KatBrcorn ... ... 40*. 
Barley ... ... 15*. 
Oats ... ... 15*. 
Oat Hay, per 100 bundles ... 30*. 
Slaughter cattle . . . ... ... J612 to JE!5 
Basuto ponies ... ... 410 to 420 
Sheep . . . . . . ... ... 12*. $& 
Goats . . . . . . ... .** 10*. 6<3f. 

Wool, per lb. ... ... 3<f. 
Mohair „ ... ... a**. 
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GAOL RBTURN. 

Number of prisoner* received into gaol 11 
^ „ discharged unconvicted ... — 
., „ convicted &nd sentenced ... H 
„ „ in gaol on 30th June, 1903 10 

No Hoggings were inRioted. 

COMMBBCIA. . 

Trade was prosperous and storekeepers did good business in 
ordinary retail trade and with horses and cattle. 

Hawkers' Licences were granted to numbers of burghers of 
the Orange River Colony who came into this district to trade 
with the natives. 

An Agricultural Show was held in May which way well 
patronised by Europeans and natives. The exhibits were 
numerous and good, and the show was t* success. Prizes were 
awarded to successful competitors from money granted by 
Government augmented by local subscriptions. 

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINTS. 

Mokone, an ex-native constable of the Cape Pohce, complained 
of injuries sustained through act of soldiers at Springfontein, 
Orange River Colony, during the late war, which resulted in the 
loss of his hand. The Cape Colonial Government awarded 
Mokone JE150 compensation, and he also received f23 10</. 
balance of pay due fron the Cape Police. 

T. P. KENNAN, 

Mafeteng, 

30th June, 1903. 
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A N N U A L R E P O R T . — M O R A L E S HOMK DISTRICT, 
1902-1903. 

Since the last annua! report little of importance has taken 
place in thia Diatriot. 

In GrifRth'a ward there has been conatant friction between 
him and the followera of Mocheko. Thia waa to be expected, 
for tiea of clanahip cannot be broken down in a moment. Time 
mnat be given for people to get ovnr the diatruat that always 
followa a change. Some of Mooheko'a immediate foHowers 
resented the deposition of their chief and refused to work 
willingly with GriHith. It was felt some allowance should be 
made to them owing to their personal feelings in the matter, and 
great forbearance was shown to them by GriHith. However, as 
tne political work )f the District was bemg impeded, and as they 
repeatedly ignore* the advice of this cHice, it waa determmed to 
brmg matters to head. Therefore, at the pitao held here in 
March, the ringleaders were brought before the Resident Com
missioner and Mcntenc* i to six months' imprisonment with hard 
labour for contempt t court. Since then matters have auieted 
down, and the only i atters at issue have been referred ny the 
Paramount Chief to . commission, consisting of representatives 
of this oiBce, of him df, and Chief GriHith. This niM go into 
all the questions arisi g f r̂  a lands, and see that no injustice is 
done to the preset . In the Bataung ward, on the 
conclusion of the v several stock thefts from the Orange 
River Colony were ^junitted. However, the whole gang of 
thieves were captured and the stock recovered. In March a 
quarrel took place between the two Bataung Chiefs, Alfred 
Mo!etsanis and Mahlehle Monyahe, which resulted in one man 
receiving a wound fmm a revolver shot. The aRair was fortu
nately at once stopped and the ringleaders arrested. On being 
brought to trial they were all found guilty and sentence! to 
heavy fines, with the exception of the one who Bred the shot. 
He was sentenced to imprisonment with hard labour for one 
year. 

The health of the district has been very satisfactory. Small-
ox appeared in a very mild form at the beginning of the year, 
ut by strict quarantining of infected villages and vaccination, 

the epidemic has been suppressed. 

An investigation into the state of leprosy in this district was 
commenced. I am unable to furnish a complete report on the 
matter, but the number of cases so far discovered leads me to 
think that it ia n c very prevalent in this district. 

In the absence of the Medical OHicer I am unable to attach 
the usual report. 
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For the oonvenienoe of the people, a pacx-post waa atarted 
from Mafeteng to here, and haa oeen founa a great oonvenienoe. 

It will be aeen from the following retuma, the revenue ia 
alightly in exceaa of laat year, dne to the increaae of hut tax. 

The following are the uaua! annual retuma:— 

REVENUE. 

Hut Tax 
Lioencea 
Finea . . . 
Feea 
Miacellancoua 

Total 

^ *. ̂  
. 9,592 10 0 

178 10 o 
. 173 12 6 

10 2 0 
284 6 3 

410,239 0 9 

Number of huta on which tax waa paid waa 9,341. 
Amount of arrear tax paid waa JE294 10*. 

LICENCES. 

Genera! traders' licences 17 
Hawkers' licences (paid) 5 

Dam licence . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

RETURN OF LOST STOCK. 

Description. Reported TrtceJ. Not 
tmco!. Recovered Not 

recovered. 

Horses !5 8 7 8 
Cattte 93 62 31 62 31 
Sheep ... .. 224 128 06 128 96 

P O U C H . 

Sub-inspector 
European constable 
Native oiBcer 

„ sergeant . . . 
„ corporal . . . 
„ privates . . . 

The police are well mounted and equipped. 

... ... 
! 
1 
! 
1 
1 

24 
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PATROM. 

Number of patrola 133 
^ men employed . . . . . . 200 
„ milea patrolled 7,81d 

Arreata for contravening paaa regula-
tlons .. . . . . **w $** . . . 27 

Arreata for contravening liquor regula-
taOUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Arreata for contravening miaoellaneoua 
oHencea . . . ... . . . . . . 4 

PA8SE8 I88UED. 

Kimber!ey mines . . . . . . . . . 412 
Johannesburg „ . . . . . . . . . 199 
Jagersfontein „ 233 
Cape Colony „ . . . . . . 153 
Railways . . . 51 
Government wo A . . . . . . . . . 6 
Farm and domestic $,591 
Other purposes . . . . . . - 4,762 

The following is a return of cases tried in the Assistant 
Commissioners Court:— 

Culpable homicide 3 
Liquor Law . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 
Theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 
Infanticide . . . . . . 1 
Paaa regulationa 32 
Miacellaneoua 8 
Contempt of Court . . . . . . . . . 8 
Civil caaea .. . ... . . . . . . 3 

No Rogginga were in&ioted. 

GAOL RETURN. 

Number of priaonera received into gaol . . . 89 
„ n aentenced 80 
„ „ discharged unconvicted 2 

„ removed to other gaola 9 
„ „ in gad on 30th June, 1903 19 
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PRtCEa OT PBODUPN AND STOCK. 

Horse* .. 
Cattle 
Sheep ... 
Mealies . . . 
KafHr com 
Wheat . . . 

410 to 430 
47 to 415 

10*. to SO*. 

SO*, per bag. 

30*. „ 
22*. M. M 

Education is being carried on by the dif&rent missionaries in 
the district, but progress is very slow, this being chieHy due to 
tho true spirit ef education being conspicuous by its absence 
among puptls and teachers. 

The roa !s have been maintained in good order during the 
year. 

J. IV. BoWKEM, 

<<4**M&ni( 6*<?FWWM*Macr 

Mohales Hoek, 
30th June, 1903. 
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A N N U A L R E P O R T . — Q U T H I N G D I S T R I C T , 
1902-1903. ' 

So far aa thia district ia concerned, the chief event of general 
intereat during the past year, waa the trial of Chief Ixkwebe 
Letaie, principal chief of the district, before the Resident 
Commissioner's Court, assembled at Mohales Hoek in March 
last, on various charges of oppression, spoliation, and depriving 
minor chiefs of their rights. 

The Paramount CL!ef, attended by councillors from all parts 
of the country, was present and tooK part in the proceedings, 
which extended over ten days. 

The complaints which led to this trial had been accumulating 
tor several years: and in most instances the court held that 
complainants had proved their cases, and that Nkwebe's conduct 
towards them wâ i unjustifiable. 

i t is hoped that the results olE this trial may be beneficial to 
both chiefs and people, as showing that pubac opinion in the 
country is opposed to tyrannical acts on the part of the chiefs, 
and that constitutional means exist for the repression of extortion, 
when it passes certain limits. 

The oppression by the Basuto of alien clans living in the 
district, referred to in previous Annual Reports, appears for the 
present to ^ave received a decided check. 

The extraordinary fall of snow wMch took place in the winter 
of 1902, covering the ground in the lower parts of the district to 
a depth of two teet, which depth was much exceeded in the 
mountain area, caused heavy losses in live stock, besides some loss 
of life among the her* boys and others, who were buried alive in 
the remote cattle-posts. Jto such storm appears to have occurred 
here within the memory of man, and in the resulting frosts, when 
the thermometer went down to 9* Fahrenheit for several 
successive nights, most of the indigenous trees and shrubs were 
killed, and the Government plâ  %tions suHered severely. 

Tree planting has been carried ou to some extent during the 
year, principally in connection with experiments for checking the 
growth of dluits and gullies. Most of the Australian trees with 
the exception of Eucalyptus Pauciflora, have shown themselves 
unable to stand severe cold, and various species of pine, cypress, 
poplar, a'id willow, appear to be better suited to this climate. 

A separate report on horse breeding was sent in, in 
November, 1902, ai*l the**e is not much to add o this subject 
at present. It is to bt. regretted, in view of the exptase to which 
the Government hat ( one in importing Arab stallions, that the 
Basuto cannot be induced to take better care of their mares when 
in foal. Upwards of twonty mares visited the stud-horse " Kohat' 
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during October and November, 1901, and from them it appears 
that only two living foals were dropped. The remainder of these 
mares Jither slipped their foals, or died from exposure, during 
the winter of 1902. Had their owners taken the trouble to 
shelter and feed them, much of thks loss might have been 
avoided. 

Rinderpest appeared again intermittently in one or two 
localities in the district, after it was supposed to be stamped out, 
but there has been nothing like a general spread of the disease, 
and the mortality has been slight. Latterly it has only been 
present among the cattle of one village near the Sebapala River, 
inoculation, principally by means of serum, has been carried on 
whenever an outbreak has occurred, and generally with good 
temporary results. The immunity conferred by serum inocula
tion, does not appear to be so permanent as that resulting from 
the use of bile. The great advantage with serum, however, is 
that a supply can be kept on hand for immediate use, whereas, in 
the case 01 bile, it is necessary to wait until some cattle have died 
of the disease before material for inoculation is available and 
meanwhile other cattle are being infected. 

The main roads are in passable order, but they require better 
engineering for reduction of gradients, widening of cuttings, &c. 
The waterworks at Moyenicamp have maintained their supply 
throughout the year. The pipes require renewing in places. 
New public oHices, which were much needed, are just being 
completed. 

The following are the usual annual returns :— 

REVENUE. 
J& *. <%. 

Hut Tax 6,254 10 0 
Licences . . . 130 0 0 
Fines 162 5 0 
Ferry tolls . . . . . . . . . 210 2 9 
Fees of court 7 1 5 0 
Miscellaneous .. . . . . . . . 95 12 0 

Total f 6,860 4 9 

Number of huts on which tax was paid was 6,154. 
Amount of arrear tax paid JE386 10*. 

LICENCES. 

General traders' licences . . . 14 
Hawkers' licences (paid) 10 

„ ,, ^tree) . . . . . . 
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LOST OR STOLBN STOCK. 

— Report*^ TraouL Not 
trMod. Booovored. Not 

ToeoTorot! 

HoMM . . . 33 6 18 18 
Bheap ... .. 137 23 !!4 21 H4 
Goats ... ... 23 23 23 

* " 

PA88E8 I88UED. 

Farm or domestic service 
Johannesburg Mines 
Kimberley .. 
Indwe Mines . . . 
Other purposes 

CASES TlHED. 

The following is a return of cases tried in the Assistan! 
Commissioner s Court: — 

Civil actions 5 
Theft 3 
Contravening Pass Regulations 39 

„ Trading Regulations ... 5 
„ Liquor „ 4 

Obstructing Police 2 
Extortion by iltegai threat 1 
C ulpable homicide 1 
Assault 1 
Resisting arrest... 3 
A ttempting to escape . . . 3 
Rape 3 
Conspiring to defeat the ends of justice 1 
Causing death through negligence 1 

PATROLS. 

Number of patrols 35 
Number of men employed . . . 78 
Number of miles travelled . . . 2,489 
Number of arrests for contravening 31 

Pass Regulations. 
Number of arrests for contravening 

Pass Regulations. 
Number of arrests for contravening 1 

Liquor Regulations. 
Number of arrests for other oHences 6 

. . . 1,873 
17 

. . . 9 
47 

. . . 6,448 
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GAOL RETURN. 

Number of prisoners received into gaol 68 
Number of prisoners convicted and sentenced . . . 57 
Number of prisoners discharged unconvicted . . . 13 
Number of prisoners in gao! on 30th June, 1903 .. 11 

Floggings inflicted NH. 

The strength of the police detachment in this district is : — 
Sub-inspector . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Native sergeant 1 

„ corporal . . . . . . . . . ! 
„ privates .. .. . . 23 

OF STOCK AND PRODUCE. 

Horses ... ... 

Sheep... . . 

Wool . . . 
Mohair 

Mealies 
KafBrcorn 

PASSES ISSUED 

Johannesburg Mines .. 
Kimbedey Mmes 
Indwe Mines 
Farm or Domestic Service 
Other purposes ... 

420 to JE2S. 
JE15 to f 18. 
JE15 to JE.8. 
JE1 to 5̂ . 
12̂ . to 15.!, 
3<%. per lb. 
6<f. „ 

JEl per bag. 
41 „ 
15t. to f 1 103. 

!7 

47 

... 1,873 

... 5,448 

Quthing, 
30th June, 1903. 

S. BARRETT, 
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A N N U A L R E P O R T — Q A C H A ' S NEK DISTRICT, 
1902-1903, 

The past year has been very peaceful in the district, and 
consequently there is nothing of any importance to record. 
According to instructions I inspected nearly all the lepers (about 
50) and reports of each individual case are registered for future 
reference. Some are in a deplorable condition, and it would be 
advisable to erect an asylum for them if all opposition could be 
removed. 

The more enlightened of the chiefs and the people see that it 
is the only measure to adopt in certain localities, particularly at 
Radithlares, where, under Chief Tsehahla, the disease is 
increasing rapidly. 

Small-pox has been prevalent, but not in a very virulent form. 
Two deaths were reported. The infected areas were quarantined, 
and vaccination carried on. 

An Agricultural Show was held on May 25th, and proved a 
great success; but hardly any cereals were exhibited owing to 
the failure of the crops caused by the early frosts during March. 

Through the able manner in which all the chiefs carried out 
my instructions, it is gratifying to mention that rinderpest has 
not appeared, although it has run its course through all the other 
districts. 

The following are the usual annual returns :— 
REVENUE. 

Hut Tax 3,319 0 0 
Licences 117 0 0 
Fines * . . . . . . 61 15 0 
Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 0 0 
Miscellaneous 70 19 0 

Total . . . f3,569 14 0 

Number of huts on which tax was paid, 3,259. 
Amount of arrear tax paid was ,&117 10*. 

LICENCES. 

General traders 3 
Hawkers' Licences (paid) 87 

The strength of the police detachment in this district is :— 
Sub-inspector 1 
Native corporal . . . 1 

„ privates . . . . . . . . . 15 
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Escaping from custody 1 
Contravening Pass Regulations . . . 1 
Contravening Border Regulations . . . 1 
Contravening Trade Regulations .. . 3 
Contravening Section V I I 1 
Civil cases 2 
Other crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

PASSES ISSUED. 

Johannesburg mines ... ... ... 7 
Kimberley ,, ... 6 
Jagersfontein „ ... 8 
Cape Colony „ ... 21 
Farm and domestic service ... ... 1,260 
Other purposes ... 10,494 

GAOL RETURN. 

Number of prisoners received into gaol 21 
Convicted and sentenced ... 15 
Discharged unconvicted ... 5 
In gaol on 30th June, 1903 ... 4 
Floggings inR icted Nil 

D 

PATROLS. 

Number of patrols 224 
„ meu employed 301 
„ miles patrolled 6,576 

A rrests for contravening Pass Regula- 1 
tions. 

Arrests for contravening Liquor 1 
Regulations, 

Arrests for other oHences .. . . . . 8 

The following is a return of CASES TRIED in the Assistant 
Commissioner's Court:— 

Concealment of birth 2 

Culpable homicide 1 
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RETURN OF LOST OR STOLEN STOCK. 

Description. Reported. Ttioed* Not 
triced. 

Bo-
covered. 

Not 
rewverod. 

Horses ... 12 6 6 $ 6 
Cattte 15 — 15 — 15 
Sheep ... 97 97 7 90 

PRICES OF STOCK AND P R O r u C E . 

Horses JE8 to JE25. 

Cattle JE8 to JE15. 

Sheep 12*. 6^. to 25*. 
Goats 12*. 6^. to 25*. 

Wool 36?. to 5& per lb. 
Mohair 7<%. to 8ei. „ 
Wheat 20* to 25*. per bag. 
Mealies 20*. to 30*. 
KafHr com . . . . . . 20*. to 30*. 
Forage 20*. to 30*. per 100 bundles. 

22 

22 

QiU'ha's Nek, 
30th Jnne, t9(*3. 

E. D'U. B L T T H , 

y4**%*t<?Mf €bMy?M**/<Mii?r. 
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P R I N C I P A L M E D I C A L OFFICER'S R E P O R T , 
1902-1903. 

The subjoined table shows the number of cases treated at the 
Government Dispensaries and Hospitals during the year. The 
return also shows the number of vaccinations performed. Nearly 
all have been done with calf lymph, supplied by the Bacterio
logical Institute. 

Stat'on. 

Out-patients. 
In

patients. 
Vaccina

tions. Stat'on. 
New 
Cases. 

Subsequent 
attendances. 

In
patients. 

Vaccina
tions. 

Mtaera 
Mafetong ... ... ... 
Mohales Hoek 
QathiDg 

3,93a 
6,74! 
4,726 
1,17! 
2,460 

452 
1,906 
103'; 

274 
304 

62 
176 
64 
19 

2,228 
4,H4<; 
7,849 
7.862 

12,4^'! 

19,033 3,966 321 35,227 

These Rgures show a steady increase over those of previous 
years. 

There has been a good deal of emaH-pox in some districts, and 
chicken-pox has also been very prevalent. It has been found 
better to enforce quarantine, and push vaccination, wherever 
either disease has occurred. Tht mortality in the former disease 
has been tow, and in the latter practicaHy ni!. 

Small-pox has in some instances been traced to infection 
brought from the Orange River Colony. 

To prevent as far as possible infection being carried from 
Basutoland to neighbouring Territories, a certificate of vaccina
tion is now required from each native seeking to obtain a pass. 

The subject of leprosy has been investigated during the past 
year. Every known case of leprosy has been carefully recorded, 
and a register of such cases is kept at each station. Steps have 
been taken to ensure the periodical inspection of lepers, The 
results of the investigation are embodied in a separate r e ^ . 

The health of the police has been uniformly good. 
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The sanitary condition of the prisons is excellent, and with the 
exception of a case of malignant disease at Quthing, there have 
been no cases of serious illness among any of the prisoners. 

The increasing need for hospital ocoommodation, to which 
frequent attention has been drawn, will be partially met before 
the end of the next year by the opening of a new hospital at 
Maseru. 

The hospital wdl contain 27 beds, and is being built and 
equipped according to the most approved modem methods. 
Similar institutions at other Stations would meet a greatly felt 
want. 

An efHcient water supply is now a very urgent question at 
most stations. A gradually decreasing rainlall, and an increasing 
demand for water, has rendered the supply, which was formerly 
sufficient, now totaliy inadequate for the needs of the inhabitants. 

Maseru, 

30th June, 1903. 

Enw. C. LoNO, 
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M E D I C A L OFFICER'S A N N U A L R E P O R T -
L E R I B E D I S T R I C T , 1902-1903. 

The subjoined table shows the attendance at the dispensary 
during the year ending June 30th, 1903, the number of in
patients treated in the nospital, and the number of vaccinations 
performed in the district. The figures show a considerable 
mc#ease over those of last year. 

The work performed in the hospital has been the same as in 
former years. The accommodation ie very limited and primitive, 
and only severe surgical or medical cases are taken in. 
Equipment for four more beds has been added, and with more 
accommodation the work could be considerably increased. 

! 902-i 903. Number. 

Out-patients - Dispensary 
Subsequent attendances 
In patients—Hospital ... 
Vaccinations 

3,935 
452 
62 

2,228 

6,677 

The general health of the district has been distinctly above the 
average during the year. I was absent on leave during the 
earlier months, but from the register it would seem that chest 
complaints were very prevalent during the winter. 

During the summer months there was a marked absence of 
ophthalmia, and summer diarrhoea was much less prevalent this 
year than in any former one in my experience. This, I have no 
doubt, was due to the dry summer. 

Small-pox broke out in the district in January, and since that 
time there have been four infected areas. The disease has been 
of a mild type, and by strict quarantine the disease has been 
localized. The following figures show the extent of the 
epidemic :— 

Number of persons infected . . . . . . 645 
,, deaths ... . . . . . . 24 
„ persons still sick 30 

Vaccination in and around the areas has been vigorously 
pushed. The number of persons vaccinated has been 2,228. 
Whooping-cough is epidemic in the district at the present time, 
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epidemic of thia diaeaae paaaed over the diatrict about three years 
ago, and it haa never died out; and the present epidemic appears 
to be a recrudescence of the former one. 

The health of the police haa beei good, and that of the 

to their better houaing in the new gaol. 

A water supply is urgently required for the camp, and there 
seems to be every prospect that before another year this fau)t 
will have been remedied. 

The sanitary condition of the camp is good and caHs for no 
comment. 

A register of ail lepers in the district ia being compiled, and 
a more carefui supervision over them is being exercised, which 
shou!d go a good way to ameliorating the lot o f these unfortunate 
people. 

N . M. MAOFARLANM, 

Leribe, 
30th f'ine; 1903. 
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M E D I C A L OFFICER'S A N N U A L R E P O R T — 

M A F E T E ^ G D I S T R I C T , 1903-1903. 

The number of out-patients seen at the Government hospital 
during the year was 3,756, a total made up of 4,726 seen for the 
Rrst time, and 1,030 seen on subsequent occasions. 

The number of vaccination certificates issued was 7,650. 

The general health has been good, and with one exception 
there has been no disease of an epidemic nature. 

There has been a marked decrease in the number of enteric 
cases, especially during the later months. 

The police and prisoners have only attended the hospital for 
minor ailments, and whenever the gaol has been v^siteu I have 
found it in a clean and sanitary condition. 

Fifty-Eve lepers have come up to the hospital, and had their 
cases recorded on the forms provided. The list is not quitki com
plete, as there are still a few whose condition does not permit of 
their being moved, and who will have to be visited before the 
required description can be obtained. A statement as to the 
increase or decrease in the number of lepers must be in?5 Jy an 
opinion and of little or no value, owing to the great di^a^lty in 
obtaining complete and accurate returns. 

About the beginning of the year a number of cases of sickness 
said to be small-pox, were reported from a number of villages in 
the distrct, especially in the south. 

In consequence, I personally visited the villages Pakana, 
Dikhoele, Ntsonyana's, Thamae, Seiso, Tayane (twice), Sekoati, 
Pelesana, Motlaupa's, Phepeng, and Seihleko. 

In my report of May 21st, I stated my reasons for considering 
this disease to be chicken-pox and not small-pox, and further 
experience has not caused me to alter my opinion. 

I have not been able to accurately trace the source of the 
infection, but it sterns probable that it was introduced into this 
district from the southern part of Basutoland. 

The disease is not a serious one, and in no case, after my 
careful enquiry, have 1 been able to Rnd a death which could be 
ascribed to it. 

No case of true small-pox has come under my notice. 
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The lArge increase in the number of vaccination certiSoatos 
issued ia lArgely due to the number of natives leaving the country 
for work, no one being grAnted a pass till he can produce a certt-
Rcate of hAving been reoently vaccinated. The above mentioned 
epidemic hat caused the chiefs and headmen to Apply for vacci
nation, and in addition to those coming to the hospital, 1,199 
have been vacoinated:., their homes. 310 of Mafeteng and the 
immediate neighbourhood, have been done at the hospital. This 
number is not included in the 7,650, as certificate* were not 
aslted for. 

R. KlNGDON-ELLIS, 
AfM&^al 0 ^ i ( M r . 

Mafeteng, 

30th June, ! 903. 
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MEDICAL OFFICERS ANNUAL REPORT— 
QUTHING DISTRICT, M^-1903. 

The following Sgures show amount of work done At the 
dispensary and the number of vaccinationa performed daring the 
past year:— 

— !903-1903. 

Out pliant* 
Subsequent sttendanoes 
VMcuA*Ron6 performed 

1,30$ 
WO 

4,834 

3,460 
304 

13,44! 

^ 6,417 15,306 

Twenty-four operations needing antithetic* were performed, 
and chloroform waa administered nineteen time*. Among the 
patient* so operated on, twenty-oLc were diaoharged cured, one 
aiad, and two were sent a i a y anrolieved. 

I hope that at no very distant date it will be found poaaible to 
erect a small hoapital here. I am convinced that much good 
could be done by theae means, as cases are frequently brought 
long distances requiring hospi^l treatment, and I have been 
compelled to advise them to apply to the nearest hospital, owing 
to the lack of means t.t my disposal for enectively treating them 
here. 

The health of the police detachment, and of the white 
population, has beeu good. The only infectious diseases which 
vistted the former were whooping-cough, and chioken-pox in a 
very mild form. One prisoner died from malignant disease of 
the liver. During practically the whole of the past year the 
distri^ has been visited by an unprecedontedly severe form of 
chicken-pox. I estimate that about 60 per cent, of the entire 
population have been attacked, though the deaths attributable to 
the ditteaa* only numbered about twelve all told. At Rrst thf 
natives thought the disease waa si allpox, and consequently a 
larger number of vaccinations were performed this year than 
during either of the preceding years I hAve been stationed 
here. Reports have from time to time been received that natives 
coming from the Quthing district have conveyed small pox 
infection into the Colony. Personally I have jnly come across 

HP* * 
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<uc caae* of nndoubted wnaH-pox thi* year, each of than having 
been the on!ynnvaecinated peraonin their vHhge. Quarantine 
wa* atrnydy obaervcd And no deatha ooccrred. Furthermore, all 
native* proceeding out of thia diatriot ere carefnUy inspected 
*§ lb vaccination marha, and any ahowing faint mart* are 
revaocinated. Fnlmonary taberculoaia appear* to be on the 
increaae, moat of the câ ea I have aeen belonging to the more 
civiliaed portion of the community. 

AhNX. 8. ^ABDIWBA, 

Qathing, 
30th Jnne, 190^. 


