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No. 854. 

GOLD COAST. 
(For Report for 1908, see No. 613.) 

THE GOVERNOR TO TUB SECRETARY OP STATE. 

Government House, 
Accra, 

19th July, 1910. 

MY LORD, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, two copies of the 

Annual Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1909, together 
with on able report thereon prepared by the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, 4 c , 

JOHN HOJKJER, 
Governor. 

The Right Honourable 
The Earl of Crewe, K.G., 

4 c , 4 c , 4 c 

(17609—1) Wt. .*7349~387. 1125 k 85. 10/10. D&B. 



4 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL, 

I.—FINANCIAL. 

The financial progress made by the Colony in recent years was 
well maintained in 1909. The estimated revenue was placed at 
£766,000, but the amount actually realized was £768,341, which, 
with the further sum of £10,211, being the value of Public Works 
Materials and Stores on the 1st January, 1909 (treated as Extra
ordinary Revenue) amounted to £778,652. 

On the 31st December, 1908, assets exceeded liabilities by 
£542,721, and on the 31st December, 1909, by £586,906—an 
increase of £44,185. 

The amounts collected under the several heads of revenue in 
the Colony, Ashanti and the Northern Territories are shown in 
the following statement: — 

Heads of Revenue. 
Aotual 

Revenue to 
31st December, 

1909. 

Revenue for 
the same 

period during 
preceding year. 

Increase. Decrease. 

£ 8. d. s. d. *. d. *, d. 
1, Customs 458,721 10 8 489,985 18 11 31,264 8 3 
2. Light Dues 2,373 8 0 2,301 10 0 71 18 0 — 
3. Licences, &o. 28,842 6 7 27,416 14 9 1,425 11 10 — 
4. Fees of Court, &c... 47,005 17 1 30,809 0 1 16,196 17 0 — 
5. Railways 181,905 11 2 150,504 16 6 31,400 14 8 
6. Post and Telegraphs 4,425 0 4 4,049 15 8 875 4 8 — 
7. Rent of Government 1,400 9 1 1,506 3 7 — 105 14 6 

Land. 
8. Interest 1,946 5 10 492 5 11 1,453 19 11 —• 
9. Ashanti 29,263 18 2 27,908 17 6 1,354 15 8 — 

10. Northern Territories 1,689 10 1 10,938 12 9 9,249 2 8 
11. Miscellaneous 10,713 5 0 6,227 15 8 4,485 9 4 — 

Total ... ... 
Land Sales 
Revenue Extra

ordinary. 
Grand Total 

768,286 17 0 
53 14 0 

10,211 8 10 

752,141 11 4 56,764 
53 

10,211 

11 1 
14 0 
8 10 

40,619 5 5 Total ... ... 
Land Sales 
Revenue Extra

ordinary. 
Grand Total 778,551 19 10 752,141 11 4 67,029 13 11 40,619 5 r> 

The principal increases over the revenue originally estimated 
were on the following heads: — 

£ s. d. 
Licences ... ... • 4,012 6 7 
Fees of Court or Office, &c. ... ... 15,415 17 1 
Railways ... 11,905 11 2 

The increase under " Licences " is due to Spirit Licences, the 
receipts from this source having steadily increased during recent 
years. In 1908 the amount collected came to £20,830, and in 
1909 to £22,047. 

The increase under the head " Fees of Court" is mainly attri
butable to Stomp Duties, the amount thus realised exceeding the 
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original estimate by £13,451. The sub-head "Survey Fees'' 
may be credited with most of the balauce, considerably more work 
having been undertaken. 

The increase under "Rai lways" is mainly due to the heavy 
mines traffic, general imports, and to the conveyance of greater 
quantities of such native produce as cocoa, rubber, and kola. 

The principal heads which show less receipts than were esti
mated are: — 

• £ s. d. 
Customs 
Interest ' 
Ashanti 
Miscellaneous 

15,278 9 4 
7,453 14 2 
1,141 6 10 
5,611 15 0 

The decrease under "Customs" is attributable to a general 
clearance from bond, in December, 1908, of an abnormal quantity 
of spirits owing to an "intelligent anticipation J ,°of an increase 
in the tariff. The receipts in 1908 from specific duties amounted 
to £402,859, and it is estimated that about £20,000 of this sutn 
would, in the ordinary course, have been included in the receipts 
of 1909. 

The decrease under "Interest" is accounted for by the fact 
that Surplus Funds were used to supplement Loan Funds and 
were, therefore, not available for investment. The loan floated 
in 1909 was for £1,030,000, instead of £1,610,000 as originally 
anticipated. 

Under " Ashanti," a decrease occurs in " Spirit Licences " 
which, although producing a greater revenue (£4,705) than in 
1908 (£4,460), failed to realise the estimate of £6,000. 

The decrease under " Miscellaneous " may be put down to the 
failure to realize the estimate for Royalties in respect of some of 
the mines. 

The appended table shows the expenditure, in detail, as com
pared with the year 1908. 

Head of Expenditure. Expenditure, 
1908. 

Expenditure, 
1909. Increase. Decrease. 

Establishment, 
t. Governor and Legislature 
2. Supreme Court 
3. Law Officers 
4. Secretariat 
5. Printing Office 
(>. Native Affairs 
7. Provincial and District 

Commissioners. 
8. Treasury 
9. Customs 

10. Customs Preventive Ser
vices. 

11. Lighthouses and Signal 
Stations. 

11a. Marine 
12. Railways ... 
13. Post and TehgraphB 
14. Transport Department ... 
15. Transport and Travelling 

Carried forward 

£ s. d. 
5,909 16 10 
8,083 8 0 
1,687 13 9 
6,289 18 10 
6,236 17 8 
2,180 9 11 

17,990 5 4 

11,044 10 6 
21,650 11 8 
16,664 2 1 

1,311 10 0 

77,471 0 1 
20,808 19 1 

1,706 1 7 
24,706 19 3 

222,590 13 7 

£ *. d, 
5,489 3 7 
8,242 4 
2,213 6 
6,376 1 
6,626 16 
2,187 9 1 

19,903 5 2 

10,220 13 3 
23,806 13 8 
17,603 4 5 

1,347 2 6 

82 0 0 
88,131 11 0 
21,777 13 9 
1,692 11 0 

26,467 8 10 

235,906 19 4 

£ t, d. 

158 16 9 
576 11 ft 
86 2 7 

388 18 10 

1,912 19 10 

2,150 2 0 
939 2 4 

35 12 5 

32 0 0 
5,660 10 11 

968 14 8 

1,761 4 7 

11,665 16 8 

£ 5. (/. 
470 18 3 

43 0 10 

824 6 3 

12 10 7 

1.850 10 11 
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Head of Expenditure Expenditure. 
1908. 

Expenditure, 
1909. Increase. Decrease. 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
28. 

24. 
26. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
80. 
31. 
32. 
33. 

34. 

85. 
36. 
37, 
38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

Brought forward... 
Medical ... . . . 
Sanitation 
Veterinary Surgeon ... 
Education 
Agriculture 
Forestry 
Mines 
Gold Coast Regiment 

(W.A.F.F.) 
Volunteers 
Police 
Prisons 
Colonial Chaplain 
Public Cemeteries .. . 
Audit Office . . . ... 
Surveys 
Ashanti 
Northern Territories ... 
(Northern Territories) 

Constabulary. 
Ashanti and Northern 

TerritoriesRoads 1) epart-
ment. 

Miscellaneous Services ... 
Pensions and Gratuities... 
Public Debt Charges 
Public Works Depart

ment. 
Public Works Annually 

Recurrent. 

Public Works Extra
ordinary. 

Post and Telegraphs Ex
traordinary. 

Re pa) ment of Loans 
Railway Survey ... 

Works Chargeable 
Surplus Balances. 

Total 

to 

36,789 
8,616 

6,916 
1,666 
1,485 

66,014 

8,061 
24,293 
13,469 

529 
514 

2,994 
2,783 

27,791 
22,607 
10,321 

s. d. 
13 7 
7 11 

10 2 

16 2 
5 11 
5 2 

18 10 
0 0 

3 1 
8 8 

17 6 
12 8 
16 9 
0 7 

13 8 
6 10 

10 11 
5 0 

80,218 19 4 
10,350 19 2 
66,544 5 0 
16,564 16 10 

16,058 12 8 

597,263 6 11 
65,369 12 3 

2,560 13 1 

20,000 0 0 

685,173 11 8 
2,118 12 6 

687,292 8 8 

235,905 19 4 
88,691 4 3 
4,677 0 11 

604 1 9 
13,446 1 7 
8,826 16 10 

662 7 6 
1,340 1 0 

61,036 19 11 

3,154 6 9 
29,101 10 11 
14,700 12 

561 19 
630 19 

8,070 0 
8,312 0 

26,080 16 
24,661 4 
10,940 4 

18,717 0 5 

9,738 1 8 
12,850 6 3 
71,944 17 2 
18,476 3 1 

14,877 12 8 

626,197 7 10 
78,400 17 4 

3,210 1 4 

25,000 0 0 
1,668 19 8 

734,867 6 9 

784,367 6 9 

.£ s, d* 
14,665 16 8 
1,801 16 4 
1,061 9 9 

504 1 9 
1,318 5 5 
2,910 10 11 

93 3 8 
4,808 2 8 
1,230 14 8 

82 7 6 
16 3 0 
76 19 11 

678 6 6 

2,053 18 7 
618 19 1 

18,717 0 6 

1,999 6 1 
6,400 12 2 
1,911 6 3 

60,797 16 11 
18,031 5 1 

669 3 8 

5,000 0 0 
1,558 19 3 

81,047 9 6 

81,047 9 6 

1,350 10 11 

1,012 17 8 
145 17 10 

4,977 0 1 

2,710 10 10 

20,480 17 8 

1,176 0 0 

81,863 16 0 

81,858 16 0 
2,118 12 6 

38,972 7 5 

The estimated expenditure for the year under review was 
£982,202, the actual expenditure being £734,367, or £247,835 
under the Estimates. 

The excesses on the estimates are mainly under the heads o! 
" Customs," £1,285, due principally to rebates of duty granted 
on goods conveyed across the river Volta; also to increased boat 
services and contracts rendered necessary by the activity of trade; 
" Transport and Travelling," £3,227, attributable to the increased 
number of passages provided for officers to and from the Colony 
and to payments to the Railway on account of fares and freight. 
The excess under " Miscellaneous," £4,432, is caused in part by 
the. payment, in 1909, of outstanding claims in respect of the out
break of bubonic plague; and in part by expenditure incurred in 
connection with preventive measures against sleeping-sickness. 
The sum of £1,559 was expended during the year in respect of the 
Accra-Akwapim Railway Extension Survey. 



The following is a comparative statement of the total revenue and expenditure for the past five years :— 

Revenue. Expenditure. 

Year. Amount. Remarks. Year. Amount. Remarks. 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 
1909 

£ *. d. 
586,221 8 1 

683,101 16 3 

708,718 9 6 

752,141 11 4 
778,551 19 10 

Includes £13,759 Imperial Grant-in-aid of 
Northern Territories. 

Include* £10,000 Imperial Grant-in-aid of 
Northern Territories. 

Includes £5.000 Imperial Grant-in-aid of 
Northern Territories. 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 
1909 

£ s. d. 
616,118 11 2 

628,906 3 0 

617,124 8 6 

687,292 3 8 
734,367 5 9 

9 

Includes £4,106 on account of Ashanti disturb
ances, and £20,000 repayment of loans. 

Includes £224 on account of Ashanti disturb
ances and £26,599 repayment of loans. 

Includes £5 on account of Ashanti disturbances, 
and £15,000 repayment of loans. 

Includes £20,000 repayment of loans. 
Includes £25,000 repayment of loars. 

The steady growth in the revenue has by no means been confined to one or two sources, but is generally distributed 
save under the heads " Ashanti" and " Northern Territories," where the abolition of caravan tolls reduced the local 
receipts. 

The following is a detailed statement of the Assets and Liabilities of the Colony on the 31st December, 1909 :— 



Dr. 

31st December, 1909. 
LIABILITIES. 

Inter-Colonial Accounts (due bv the 
Gold Coast). 

Prisoners* Property . . . 
Transport Agency 
Police Reward Fund 
Northern Territories Constabulary 

Reward Fu d. 
W.A.F.F. Reward Fund 
Bank of British West Africa, Ltd. 
Official Administrator 
Chief Registrar 
Customs Duties 
Public Officers' Guarantee Fund 
Inland Money Orders .. . 
Savings Bank ... * 
General Post Office, London . . . 
Through Money Orders 
Paymaster, W.A.F.F., 1st Batt., Gold 

Coast Regt. 
Paymaster, W.A.F.F., 2nd Batt., Gold 

Coast Regt. 
Rents on Concessions .. . 
Railway Open Lines Deposit Account 
Drafts between Stations 
Sheriff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Postal Orders ... . . . 
Sundry Small Deposits 
Contractors* Guarantee Fund (Accra-

Akwapim Railway). 
Postmaster-General . . . 
Imperial German Post Office Account 

Draft and Remittances . . . 
Surplus and Deficit Account (net 

Excess of Assets over Liabilities). 

£ 8 . 

757 6 9 

81 9 4 
1,449 9 9 

777 4 3 
293 12 0 

1,721 1 9 
10,000 0 0 

803 18 8 
1,523 16 7 

454 9 2 
8,321 16 1 

311 10 8 
25,056 13 5 

357 16 8 
88 11 11 

12 6 7 

2,335 18 11 
1,088 19 4 
6,689 6 9 

594 0 9 
79 16 1 

2,959 4 5 
8,230 14 0 

7,967 17 10 

£ s. d. 

82,007 1 
1,485 10 

586,905 18 

8 
6 
1 

£670,398 10 3 

Cr. oc 

31st December, 1909. 
ASSETS. £ s. d. £ d. 

Investments 
On Account of Savings Bank . . . 20,799 14 0 

„ Public Officers' 8,024 19 8 
Guarantee Fund. 

„ Bank of British 10,000 0 0 
West Africa, Ltd. 

„ Contractors' Gua- 8,280 14 0 0 

rantee Fund C 
(Accra-Akwapim £ 
Railway). as 

47,105 7 8 £ 
Inter-Colonial Accounts (due to the 6,484 17 10 r* 

Gold Coast). 
Railway Open Lines Suspense 1,133 17 2 g 

Account. :*c 
General Manager Railway Open 26,649 7 10 § 

Lines. *s 
Transport Agency . . . . . . . . . 1,449 9 9 
General Post Office, London . . . 2,499 6 5 1 
Loan Account . . . . . . . . . 318,995 18 5 SJj 
Sundry Authorised Advances . . . 3,227 5 3 * as 
Crown Agents 157,900 0 0 £ 
Public Works, Unallocated Stores 12,205 2 8 Z 

Suspense Account. * 
Imprests . . . . . . . . . . . . 21,468 0 0 

552,013 5 4 
General Imprest Account . . . . . . — 71.279 17 3 
Made up as follows :— 
In the hands of the Crown Agents 3,595 1 1 

„ „ Sub-Accountants 33,233 19 7 
At the iBank of British West 34,450 16 7 

Africa, Ltd. 
71,279 17 3 

£670,398 10 3 
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1,321,273 3 10 
The expenditure in 1909 amounted to ... 734,367 5 9 

leaving an excess on 31st December, 
1909, of ... . . . ,., . . . . . . £586,905 18 1 

The surplus is accounted for as under: — 

Assets. 
£ s. 

General Imprest Account (cash in hand) ... 71,279 17 3 
General Assets as shown in above table ... 599,118 13 0 

£670,398 10 3 

Liabilities. 

£ $. d. 
Sundry items as shown in 

above table 82,007 1 8 
Drafts and Remittances ... 1,485 10 6 

83,492 12 2 

Surplus £580,905 18 1 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

On the 31st December, 1908, the Public Debt of the Colony was 
£2,207,163 13^. Gd. On the 31st December, 1909, it amounted to 
£2,663,498 is.'lid., or an increase of £456,334 14*. bd. 

The amount standing to the credit of the Sinking Fund for the 
redemption of the Funded Debt, on the 31st December, 1909, 
stood at £66,492 7*. Id. Of this sum, £13,330 was credited 
during the year as a contribution from General Itevenue and in 
respect of interest accruing to investments. 

The following statement shows, in detail, the particulars of the 
Public Debt: — 

The excess of assets over liabilities on the 1st January, 1901), 
stood at £542,721. At the close of the year the excess amounted 
to £586,906, an increase during the year of £'44,185. 

The excess of assets is explained as follows : — 

\ £ $. d. 
Excess on 31st December, 1908 ... ... 542,721 4 0 
The Itevenue of 1909 was ... 778,551 19 10 
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607,716 15 3 
Less repayments ... ... 106,598 18 11 

501,117 16 4 
(v.) Government of Northern 

Nigeria (for troops. 
lent during Ashanti 
disturbance, 1900) ... 34,380 5 10 

535,498 2 2 

Total Public Debt £2,663,498 7 11 

CURRENCY. 
The'currency and legal tender is British sterling, with the 

addition of the undermentioned French, Spanish, and American 
gold coins, the values of which are fixed by the Demonetization 
Ordinance, No. 2 of 1880.— 

Legal 
Nominal Value. Value. 

French— 
Napoleon ... ... 

Spanish-
Doubloon ... ... .. 
Half Doubloon 

American— 
Double Eagle ... 
Eagle ... ... 
Half Eagle 
Quarter Eagle ... .. . 

£ s. d. 
20 francs 15 10 

16 dollars 3 4 0 
8 1 12 0 

20 „ 4 2 0 
10 „ 2 1 0 
5 ,, 1 0 6 
2 „ 50 c . 10 3 

Funded Debt* 
£ s. d. £ $. d. 

(i.) 3 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock issued in March, 
1902 ... ... ... 1,036,000 0 0 

(ii.) 3 per cent. Inscribed 
Stock issued against 
authorised loan of 
£665,000 ... ... 63,000 5 9 

(iii.) 3i per cent. Inscribed 
Stock issued against 
authorised loan of 
£1,610,000 1,030,000 0 0 

2,128,000 5 9 
Due to Imperial Government. 

(i.) Ashanti Expedition, 
1896 ... ... ... 98,798 3 6 

(ii.) West India Regiment, 
1897-98 ... ... 10,051 15 2 

(iii.) Telegraph lines to the 
Northern Territories, 
1897-98 ... ... 29,441 10 8 

(iv.) Ashanti disturbances, 
1900 469,425 5 11 
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British silver coins are legal tender to an unlimited amount; 
British bronze coins to an amount not exceeding one shilling. 
There is a small circulation of the United States half-dollar, 
but the coin is not legal tender, and is not accepted by the 
Government; its current value is two shillings. 

Copper coins are now generally used in tlie Colony and 
Ashanti and have, to a great extent, superseded cowries. 

The following statement shows the amount of gold, silver, and 
bronze coinage imported during the past two years: — 

Year. Gold. Silver. Bronze. Total. 

1908... ... 
1909 *•• ... 

£ * d. 
6,421 0 0 

28,869 0 0 

£ a. d. 
153,738 1 0 
359,537 15 9 

£ 8. d. 
630 0 0 
810 9 3 

£ s, d. 
160,789 1 0 
389,217 5 0 

BANKS. 
The Bank of British West Africa, Limited, is the <jnly com

mercial bank established in the Colony and its dependencies, 
and has branches at Accra, Cape Coast, Seccondee, Axim, 
Coomassie, and Tarquah. 

MUNICIPAL BODIES. 
Municipalities have been established in the towns of Accra, 

Cape Coast, and Seccondee, under the provisions of the Town 
Councils Ordinance of 1894. These bodies consist of eight 
members, of whom four are official, nominated by the Governor, 
and four representatives, elected by the ratepayers. The 
Governor fyas power to nominate four members to represent the 
ratepayers! if there is no election through the failure of voters 
to nominate. 

The following statement shows revenue and expenditure of the 
town councils for the past five years: — 

Revenue. Expenditure. 

1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 

Accra 
Seccondee ... 
Cape Coast... 

£ 
5,151 
2,100 

£ 
5,075 
2,848 
2,060 

£ 
5,589 
2,911 
2,284 

£ 
6t740 
3,283 
2,381 

£ 
6,893 
3,464 
2,411 

£ 
4,852 
1,562 

£ 
4,819 
2,742 
1,207 

£ 
4,647 
2,592 
2,627 

£ 
5,966 
4,680 
2,586 

£ 
7,211 
8,367 
2,236 

TAXATION. 

Under this head only two forms of direct taxation exist in 
the Colony, namely, licences on vehicles and house-rate levied 
under the Town Councils Ordinance. The amounts thus collected 
at Accra, Cape Coast, and Seccondee, form part of the revenue 
of the respective municipalities. 
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II.—TRADE, AGRICULTURE, AND INDUSTRIES. 

The total value of the sea-borne trade of the Colony for 
1909 was £5,049,985 compared with £4,554,017 for 1908, an 
increase of £495,368. The head " Specie " accounts for 
£232,554 of this increase; the combined import and export 
figures for 1908 and 1909 being £585,759 and £353,205, respec
tively. The total value of commercial (i.e., exclusive of specie 
and government) imports and exports for 1909 was £4,282,334 
compared with £4,120,226 in 1908, an increase of £162,108. 
This increase is chiefly due to the enhanced values of agricul
tural and forest products, which have more than compensated 
for the decreased output of gold. 

The following table gives the value of imports (exclusive of 
expenses on specie), exports, and total trade for the past five 
years: 

Y9ar. Imports. Exports. Total Trade. 

1005 ... * ... ... 
1906 ... ... ... 
1907 ... ... \ ... 
190S ... ... ... 
1909 ... ... ... 

£ 
1,486,008 
2,058,939 
2,366,195 
2,029,447 
2,394,412 

£ 
1,646,145 
1,996,412 
2,641,674 
2,525,170 
2,655,573 

£ 
3,132,213 
4,055,351 
5,007,869 
4,554,617 
5,055,927 

The appended statement slices the total value in sterling of 
imports and exports with the countries of origin and consign
ment, respectively, during the years 1908 and 1909: — 

Countries. 

Total Imports therefrom. Total Exports thereto. 

Countries. 
1908. 1909. 1908. 1909. 

United Kingdom 
£ s. d. 

1,476,130 17 11 
£ s. (J. 

1,781,002 5 6 
£ *. d* 

1,952,395 14 1 
£ $. d. 

1,795,803 2 8 

British Colonies:— 
Southern Nigeria ... 
Sierra Leone 
Other British Colonies 

Total 

52,276 15 0 
3,821 2 8 

132 4 8 

44,659 9 5 
2,066 16 7 

18,358 11 9 

128,016 4 0 
41 6 6 

4,824 6 0 

207,338 14 6 
84,513 8 10 

7 10 0 

British Colonies:— 
Southern Nigeria ... 
Sierra Leone 
Other British Colonies 

Total 56,230 2 4 60,684 17 9 132,881 15 6 241,759 8 8 

Foreign Countries ;— 
Germany 
France 
United States 
Holland 
Africa (Foreign) 
Other Foreign Coun

tries. 
Total ... 

242,023 6 3 
8,649 7 6 

24,124 15 4 
96,773 16 6 

105,351 8 4 
20,163 3 9 

245,042 16 10 
10,468 11 6 

886 2 8 
168,176 5 6 
137,505 18 9 

664 12 0 

266,268 13 0 
101,080 9 7 
32,811 10 0 

17 11 0 
16 0 6 

39,699 17 3 

403,690 2 4 
127,170 6 9 
48,178 17 4 

116 11 9 

89,354 2 10 

Foreign Countries ;— 
Germany 
France 
United States 
Holland 
Africa (Foreign) 
Other Foreign Coun

tries. 
Total ... 497,086 16 8 662,724 7 3 439,893 1 4 618,510 1 0 

United Kingdom 
British Colonies 
Foreign Countries 

Grand Total ... 

1,476,130 17 11 
66,230 2 4 

497,085 16 8 

1,781,002 5 6 
00,684 17 9 

652,724 7 3 

1,952,395 14 1 
132,881 15 6 
439,893 1 4 

1,795,803 2 8 
241,769 8 » 
618,510 1 0 

United Kingdom 
British Colonies 
Foreign Countries 

Grand Total ... 2,029,440 10 11* 2,894,411 10 6* 2,526,170 10 11 2,665,672 11 6 

Bxolusive of Specie. 

The gross value of all imports during 1909 was £2,394,412 
(exclusive of expenses on specie), an increase of £364,965 com-
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pared with 1908. In 1909 the value of commercial imports was 
£1,823,343 a* against 451,787,472 in 1908, and the gross value 
of Government imports for 1909 was £181,852 as against £81,185 
in the preceding year. This large increase was caused by plant 
and materials for important public works under construction. 

The value of commercial imports paying specific duties was 
£430,420 in 1909 compared with £430,645 in 1908. The value 
of commercial imports paving ad valorem duty was £1,055,695 
in 1909 compared with £1,041,650 in 1908. The value of com
mercial imports free of duty was £337,228 in 1909 compared with 
£315,177 in 1908. 

The comparative return below for 1908-9 comprises the principal 
articles of import: — 

Articles. 

1908. 

1 0 

•a 

1909. 

•a > 

In-
crease. 

De
crease. 

... Galls. Ale and Porter 
Apparel, Wearing ... 
Beads 
Beef and Pork 
Brans and Copperware 
Bread and Bisouits... 
Building Materials... 
Carriages and Carts 
Coal ... 
Coopers' Stores 
Cordage 
Cotton Yarn and Twist ... Lbs. 
Cotton Goods (excluding — 

Yarn and Twist). 
Earthenware 
Flour 
Furniture ... 
Gunpowder ... 
Guns and Pistols 
Hardware 
Lumber 
Machinery . 
Oil, Kerosine 
Perfumery 
Provisions 
Railway Plant and Rolling —-

Stock. 
Rice Cwts. 
Salt „ 
Silk Goods ... — 
Soap ... Lbs. 
Spirits, Gin and Geneva ... Galls. 

„ Rum „ 
„ Other ... ,., „ 

Sugar . Cwts. 
Tooacco, Manufactured ... Lbs. 

„ Unmanufactured „ 
Wines Galls. 
Woollen Goods (oxcluding — 

Yarn? and Twist). 
Specie — 
Other Articles ... ,.. — 

Total — 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... Brls. 

... ••**" 

... Cwts, 

No. 
... Tons 
... Pkgs. 
... Cwts. 

... Brls. 

Z Lbs. 
... No. 

1'SqTft. 
... 
... Galls. 

66,164 

3,041 

6.741 

382 
22,128 
9,954 
6,403 

409,093 

25,930 

336,182 
4,215 

2,010,810 

862,931 

92,687 
57,872 

3,982,034 
411,892 
814,419 
27,809 
27,768 
58,572 

1,112,884 
68,161 

£ 
9,998 

79,626 
82,879 
8,839 
6,967 
8,334 

28,259 
3,020 

32,881 
16,618 
24,480 
27,607 

414,104 

9,794 
37,314 
20,388 
6,773 
6.420 

65;4-20 
17,227 

149,078 
32,909 
25,569 

100,013 
1.899 

55,712 
7,646 

42,949 
28,354 
57,660 
65,261 
15,700 
27,299 
16,S62 
85,366 
17,547 
16,164 

100,789 
329,857 

2,029,447* 

70,166 

3,120 

0,891 

379 
15,404 
10,792 
6,013 

362,822 

23,971 

278,240 
6,736 

2,605,863 

703,497 

92,273 
82,649 

4,062,177 
406,068 
741,929 
29,816 
27,537 
67,493 

1,424,127 
42,866 

X 
10,680 
76,816 
23,401 
10,166 
5,876 
8,007 

48,989 
5,677 

28,468 
19,124 
24,574 
20,371 

425,190 

9,366 
37,394 
21,109 
6,638 
5,027 

64,461 
22,674 

165,273 
28,113 
26,024 

119,164 
65,591 

62,342 
10,571 
30,278 
25,940 
57,066 
57,527 
18,057 
20,274 
18,048 
45,837 
14,039 
11,835 

389,217 
371,669 

2,894,412* 

Decrease 

Net Increase... 

682 

1,327 

273 
20,780 
2,657 

8,606 
94 

11,020 

80 
721 

9,041 
5,447 
0,196 

19,141 
63,092 

2,926 

2,297 

1,186 
10,472 

228,428 
41,812 

431,632 

66,667 

364,966 

3,711 
8,918 

81 

3,918 

7,196 

482 

1,135 
1,399 

4,796 
545 

3,370 

12,671 
2,414 

604 
7,724 

1,025 

3,508 
8,329 

66,667 

• Exclusive of expenses on Specie, 
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The principal increases in values of imports in 1909 compared 
with 1908 are as follows: — 

£ 
Building materials 20,730 
Provisions ... 19,141 
Cottons (except yarns) 11,026 
Tobacco—unmanufactured 10,472 
Hardware .. 9,041 
Machinery 
Lumber 
Coopers' stores 
Salt 

* ... . • < ... 6,195 
... ... ... 5,447 

3,606 
... ... ... 2,925 

Carriages and carts 2,557 
Railway plant and rolling-stock 63,692 
Specie 228,428 

Larger quantities of " Building Materials " and " Lumber " 
were imported mainly for public works and additional accom
modation at the mining centres; "Machinery" was imported 
for extensions of plant at the mines. " Carriages and Carts " 
are in greater demand as the roads are improved for vehicular 
traffic. The importation of " Provisions " continues to increase 
year by year, as the use of tinned and other preserved provisions 
extends among the people generally, The increase under " Hard
ware " and " Cottons " is generally attributable to better trade 
conditions. The importation of " Railway Plant " is due to the 
construction of the Accra-Akwapirn and Tarkwa-Prestea railways. 
The increase under " Specie " is attributable to the increased 
production and exportation of the Colony's economic products. 

The principal decreases are : — 
£ 

Silk goods 12,671 
Beads ... ... ... ... . . . 8,918 
Spirits—rum ... 7,724 
Cotton yarn and twist 7,196 
Kerosine oil 4,796 
Coal 3,913 
Wearing apparel 3,711 
Wines ... 3,508 
Rice ... ... ... ... ... 3,370 
Woollen goods ... 3,329 

The principal decreases are explained as follows: — 
"Kerosine Oil ," due apparently to overstocking in the pre

ceding year Silk Goods " and " Wearing Apparel " is partly 
attributed to the non-inclusion of the parcel post accounts for 
five months in the year, these goods being largely imported 
through the Post Office. The sale in " Beads " is chiefly in the 
hands of small traders and no reason for the decrease is ascer
tainable. 

The total value of all exports from the Colony during 1909 
was £2,655,573, an increase of £130,402 compared with 1908. 
This is due chiefly to the larger shipments of cocoa, rubber, and 
palm kernels. 



GOLD COAST, 1909. 15 

The appended table is a comparative statement of the prin
cipal articles of export for the years 1908-9: — 

Articles. 

1908. 

Quantity. Value. 

1909. 

Quantity. Value. 

In-
crease. 

De
crease. 

Cocoa lbs. 
Kola Nuts . . . ... „ 
Copra ... ... ... tons 
Cotton, Raw ... ... lbs. 
Gold and Gold Dust... ozs. 
Concentrates lbs. 
Guinea Grain ... „ 
Gum Copal ... ... „ 
Ivory ... ... . . . ,, 
Lumber (Native Tim

ber) ... .sup.ft. 
Palm Kernels... ... tons 

„ Oil ... 
Rubber ... 
Silver .. . 
Specie ... 
Other Articles 

... galls. 

... lbs.] 

... ozs. ... 
Totals 

28,646,910 
4,420,816 

618 
51,480 

288,546 ) 
70,971 j 
21,817 

880,951 
1,614 

19,009,963 
8,956 

2,255,371 
1,773,248 

608 

£ 
540,821 
84.362 
6,490 
1,171 

1,151,944 
282 

4,769 
882 

168,806 
77,821 

129,585 
168,144 

76 
192,416 

8,662 

2,625,171 

45,277,606 
4,888,208 

809 
81,290 

( 264,804) 
I 88,410/ 

67,754 
62,042 
2,596 

9,888,959 
11,698 

2,007,296 
2,764,190 

£ 
756,847 

98,850 
10,451 

790 
1,008,006 

862 
762 
617 

82,987 
112,425 
120,978 
263,694 

196̂ 542 
8,812 

2,656,578 

Decrease ... 

Net Increase ... ... 

£ 
214,526 

9.488 
8i961 

580^ 

185 

34,604 

95,560 

4,126 

868,070 

282,668 

130,402 

881 
143,938 
12,782 

8,997 

76,869 

8̂ 567 

76 

"860 

282,668 

The following are the chief articles showing increased 
values: — 

£ 
Cocoa ... 214,526 
Rubber ... . . . , 95,650 
Palm kernels *- ... 34,604 
Kola nuts ... . . . . . . 9,488 
Copra ••• •«• ... ... 3,961 
Specie ... . . . 4,126 

The following are the principal decreases in the value of 
export: — 

Gold and gold dust, £143,938; due to several mines tem
porarily suspending crushing operations for development work 
and increasing their reserves of ore. 

Native timber, £75,369; mainly due to the low prices ruling 
in the European markets. 

Palm oil, £8,557; partially explained by the gallonage being 
recorded in Imperial in place ol old wine gallons for the first 
time. 

Following the method adopted in previous reports, the value 
of the exports of gold and specie had been deducted in the 
appended statement from the total value of exports for the pur
pose of differentiation between the former and the principal 
forest and agricultural products. The comparative return below 
shows a decrease of £139,812 in the combined values of gold and 
specie j —• 
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1908 Amount. 1909. Amount. 

Total Exports ... 
£ 

Gold ... 1,151,944 
Specie ... 192,416 

£• 
2,525,171 

• 1,344,360 

Total Exports 
£ 

Gold ... 1,008,006 
Specie ... 196,642 

£ 

2,665,573 

1,204,548 

£• 
2,525,171 

• 1,344,360 

£ 

2,665,573 

1,204,548 Total other Exports... 1,180,811 Total other Exports 1,451,025 

The principal ports in the Colony are: — 

Port, 
Total 

Customs 
Duties. 

Total Values. 

Total Trade. Port, 
Total 

Customs 
Duties. Imports, Exports. 

Total Trade. 

1. Seccondee ... ... 
2. Accra 
3. Addah ' 
4. Axim 
5. Baltpond 
6. Cape Coast 
7. Winnebah 
8. Quittah 

£ 
123,236 
102,670 
62,631 
20,280 
31,464 
25,392 
24,526 
29,822 

£ 
1,009,849 

623,563 
183,786 
131,816 
74,605 

112,977 
66,470 
78,158 

£ 
1,341,249 

578,071 
241,195 
101,338 
112,530 
55,197 
76,345 
52,034 

£ 
2,351,098 
1,201,634 

424,981 
233,154 
187,135 
168,174 
142,818 
130,192 

The amount of gold produced during the year shows a decrease 
of 50,762*889 ounces as compared with the previous year. This 
decrease is due to the fact that certain mines which were pro
ducing in 1908 limited their output during the year under 
review in order to increase their ore reserves and to further 
develope their properties. On the quartz and conglomerate 
mines in the Colony and Ashanti, 404,853 tons were treated and 
produced 210,391*892 ounces, being an average extraction of 
10*402 dwts. per ton of 2,000 lbs. 

The following table shows the value of gold exported by the 
various mining companies during the past five years : — 

Name of Company. 1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 

Gold Coast Colony. 
Abontiakoon Mines, Ltd. 
Abosso Gold Mining Company, 

Ltd. 
Ankobra Exploration and 

Dredging Company. Ltd. 
African Gold Dredging and 

Mining Concessions, Ltd. 
Ankobra (Tarquahand Abosso) 

Development Syndicate, Ltd. 
Attasi Mines (1905) and Rail

way Companv, Ltd. 
Carried forward 

£ 
23,188 
93,351 

2,072 

1,384 

& 
132,681 
142,682 

12,618 

12,071 

7,352 

& 
122,618 
117,275 

9,895 

5,035 

28,903 

£ 
114,725 
113,616 

12 8*8 

1 273 

17,639 

& 
52,013 0 0 

165,343 6 11 

15,535 16 0 

2,082 16 11 

Gold Coast Colony. 
Abontiakoon Mines, Ltd. 
Abosso Gold Mining Company, 

Ltd. 
Ankobra Exploration and 

Dredging Company. Ltd. 
African Gold Dredging and 

Mining Concessions, Ltd. 
Ankobra (Tarquahand Abosso) 

Development Syndicate, Ltd. 
Attasi Mines (1905) and Rail

way Companv, Ltd. 
Carried forward — — . — 234,974 19 10 
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Name of Company. 1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 

Gold Coast Colony-»-cont. & d. 
Brought forward ... — — — — 234,974 19 10 

Bibiani, Ltd 79,551 81,125 97,655 98,498 19 11 
Brooraassie Mines, Ltd. 44,781 55,412 76,886 112,358 82,970 16 7 
Fura Dredging Company, Ltd, — —• _ — 3,955 0 0 
Prestea Blook A., Ltd. 
Tarquah Mining and Explora

— 25,321 199,101 154,819 83,254 14 6 Prestea Blook A., Ltd. 
Tarquah Mining and Explora 1,282 25,758 73,309 216,899 141,403 10 4 

tion Company, Ltd. 
Wassaw (Gold Coast) Mining 

tion Company, Ltd. 
Wassaw (Gold Coast) Mining 76,043 34,850 107,607 87,127 29,640 0 4 

Company, Ltd. 
Shepherd's Estates, Ltd. — — — — v. 3,153 7 6 

Total — — — — 677,851 8 5 

Ashanti. 
Akrokerri (Ashanti) Mines, 80,721 98,013 60,931 61,739 10,466 19 11 

Ltd. 
Ashanti Goldfields Corpora — 227,031 5 11 

tion, Ltd. 
Ashanti Goldfields Auxiliary — — — 

Company, Ltd. 
Ashanti Rivers and Conces

Company, Ltd. 
Ashanti Rivers and Conces 13,598 — — 21,733 22,170 2 0 

sions, Ltd. 
Ashanti Quart zite Company, — 434 3,329 3,071 11 5 

Ltd. 
Imbatien Goldfields, Ltd. ... — _ 96 — 
Ofln River Gold Estates, Ltd. 11,081 11,903 23,248 20,865 38,492 5 0 
Sansu Mines, Ltd 1,458 16,912 82,502 . — — 

Total for Gold Coast and 
Ashanti. 

— — — — 979,073 12 8 

On the conglomerate mines in the Tarquah district 180,327 
tons were crushed and produced 91,433*81 ounces, being an 
extraction of 10*14 dwts. per ton of 2,000 lbs. The Prestea 
"Block A " Mine stopped crushing in July for additions to 
and alterations in the plant. The ore reserves of this mine, at 
the end of the year, were estimated at about 500,000 tons. 

On the otha* producing quartz mines, 224,520 tons were 
treated, yielding 118,958*082 ounces of gold, being an extraction 
of 10*6 dwts. per ton of 2,000 lbs. 

The dredging companies were able to show an increased output 
of gold as compared with former years. Fifteen dredgers were 
at work and treated 2,927,393 cubic yards, producing 20,102*425 
ounces of gold, being an extraction of 3*24 grains per cubic yard. 
The gold won by dredging companies in 1908 was 13,342*761 
ounces. 

Progress has been made on the oil concessions situated near 
Half Assinie. Boring operations were carried out during the 
year, and, in December, a flow of oil, estimated at seven barrels 
a day, was struck at a depth of 60 feet. 

The Ashanti Gold Fields Corporation, Limited, has had a 
successful year's working; not only does the gold output show 
an increase of 16,296 ounces over the figures of the previous 
year, but development has created ore reserves of 500,000 tons. 
During the year, 92,880 tons were treated and produced 53,444 
ounces. Considerable progress has been made with the new 
roasting plant which is expected to be completed in 1910. This 

17009 B 
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new plant consists of 9 Krupp ball-mills, 4 Edwatfds5 roasting 
furnace, and 24 vats, and will be able to treat 7,500 tons a 
month. 

The number of labourers employed shows a slight increase over 
that of the previous year. Several gangs of labourers from the 
Northern Territories were brought down to work on the mines. 
The result of the experiment of introducing labour from the 
Protectorate tends to show that the natives from the North-West 
Province make the best workmen for mining purposes. 

The various companies continue to improve their mining camps 
by the clearance of the surrounding undergrowth, and, generally 
speaking, good sites have been selected for the erection of the 
employes' bungalows. 

Three certificates of validity have been gazetted during the 
year under review in the Colony. 

Fifty-three mining and ninety-four prospecting licences were * 
granted during the year in the Colony and Ashanti. 

As stated in previous reports," no manufactures in the technical 
sense of the term can be said to exist either in the Colony or its 
Dependencies. The native industries that might otherwise be 
included under this head are merely sufficient to supply the 
requirements of the community. It may, however, be noticed 
that, despite the increasing facilities for purchasing cotton goods 
of European manufacture, there is no lessened demand for locally-
woven textile fabrics—as the latter, though more expensive, are 
also more durable. 

No statistics can be given under the head of Fisheries as no 
means exist of computing the numbers of natives and canoes 
employed in the industry. It is known, however, that there is 
a considerable trade in dried fish carried far into the interior, 
and a large consumption in the coast towns of fresh fish, many 
varieties of which are excellent. In most of the coast districts 
the fishing is to some extent regulated by native custom, the use 
of certain types of net being prohibited and days (usually Sun
days and Tuesdays) set apart on wrhich the fishermen do not put 
out to sea. 

AGRICULTURE . 

The Agricultural Department has done excellent work during 
the year and has endeavoured, through travelling instructors, 
both European and native, to disseminate more scientific methods 
of cultivating and preparing agricultural and economic products. 

The quantity of cocoa exported from the Colony during the 
year amounted to 45,277,606 lbs., valued at £755,347, compared 
with 28,545,910 lbs., valued at £540,821, in the year 1908. 

The cultivation of this product is rapidly extending in the 
Eastern and Central Provinces of the Colony and in Ashanti; 
but no means exist, at present, of accurately estimating the area 
under cultivation. With the very rapid growth of this industry 
which, owing to its being almost exclusively in the hands of 
native farmers, has developed on somewhat primitive lines, have 
come various insect and fungoid pests; but many of the farmers, 
thanks to the energy of the travelling instructors, are alive to 
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The quantity of rubber exported during 1909 was 2,764,190 
lbs. as compared with 1,773,248 lbs. in the previous year. The 
systematic cultivation of this product is now rapidly extending, 
but the whole of the output is still obtained from trees and 
vines (Funtumm and Landolphia) in the vast undeveloped forests 
of the interior. 

The output of kola continues to show a steady increase, the 
export value for the vear 1909 being £93,850, and that for the 
year 1908, £84,362. 

Oil palm products were subjected to various experiments during 
the year and the results have been published in the " Kew 
Bulletin." The export value of palm kernels shows an increase 
of £34,604 on the preceding year, while that of palm oil shows 
a decrease of £8,557. 

FORESTRY. 

The nucleus of a Forestry Department was formed during the 
latter part of the year. The Conservator, Mr. McLeod, arrived 
in the Colony in September and was engaged for the remainder 
of the year in investigating the principal forest areas with a 
view to their conservation and the acquisition of reserves. 

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 

Reports on the following subjects have been furnished to the 
Government of the Gold Coast from the Imperial Institute as 
the result of investigations conducted in the Scientific and 
Technical Department, supplemented when necessary by technical 
trials by manufacturers and commercial experts. In many cases 
recommendations have been made as to the further action which 
is required in the Colony to develop the production of materials, 
for which there would be a satisfactory commercial demand. 

Rubber.—Samples of Funtumia rubber in the form of "crepe" 
and " lump " were examined, The latex was stated to have 
been coagulated by the juice of the " Diecha " vine, which has 
since been identified at Kew as Strophanthus Preussii, Engl, et 
Pax. The action of this coagulant is under investigation at the 
Imperial Institute. 

The crepe rubber was of very fair quality, although the per
centages of rosin and insoluble matter were higher than in some 
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the danger and are taking steps to rectify matters. Printed 
instructions on the subject, issued in native languages, have been 
widely disseminated. 

The following figures tend to show that improvement has been 
made in the quality of Gold Coast cocoa : — 

Average price per Cwt. 1908. 1909. 
$, d. s. d. 

Trinidad (Pine West Indian) ... 77 0 58 6 
Accra (British West African) ... 60 0 50 0 

Difference 17 0 8 6 
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samples of Fvntvmia rubber from the Gold Coast previously 
examined. It was valued at 5*. per lb. with fine hard Para at 
5*. 4d. per lb. 

The lump rubber, as received, contained an excessive quantity 
of moisture amounting to nearly 60 per cent, by weight. The 
partially dried rubber was valued at only 2*. M. per lb., with 
fine hard Para at b$. id. per lb. The commercial value of this 
rubber was therefore considerably enhanced by its conversion into 
crepe. 

Timbers.—A series of forty-eight of the principal timbers of 
Ashanti, collected by Captain C. H. Armitage, D.S.O., was 
examined. The majority of these timbers would be useful 
locally for constructional and other purposes, whilst certain of 
them resemble mahogany, cedar, and other well-known woods, 
and might be suitable for export. Of the latter group the follow
ing timbers were regarded as the most promising:—Odupon 
(Khaya sp.), Dubin or Odubin (Khaya sp.), Krubna or Oku-
mankra (Khaya sp.), and Krubna or Akwabohori (Khaya antho-
lica). The report on these timbers will be published in due 
course in the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute. 

Cotton.—Three native varieties of cotton from* the Gold Coast, 
including " Volta River " and " native green-seed," were of 
good quality and worth tyd. to 5£d. per lb. with " middling " 
American at b'Obd. per lb. Another sample, grown near Akim, 
and probably a native variety, was rough, somewhat stained, 
and worth about Qd. per lb. with " middling " American at 
b'hid. per lb. A sample from the Ancobra River represented a 
good class of cotton, but was much depreciated in value by the 
large proportion of stains, which appeared to have been caused 
by insect pests in the crop. It was valued by brokers at about 
fld. per lb. with " middling " American cotton at b'bid. per lb. 

Copal.—A botanical specimen of the ogea or gum copal tree 
was identified at Kew as Cyanothyrsus Ogea, Harms. It is 
believed that ogea gum is derived from two or three different, 
but allied, plants, and endeavours are being made to determine 
these. 

Oilseeds.—The kernels of Carapa seeds were valued at <£.ll 5*. 
per ton by a firm of oilseed crushers who offered to take a trial 
consignment of 50 tons of the kernels at this price. 

LANDS. 

The following paragraphs under this head from the report 
for 1908 are again published for general information, there 
having been no change or legislation in connection with land 
during the period under review : — 

The bulk of land in the Colony belongs to the tribal "stools/* 
and theoretically there is no land without an owner. The ascer
tainment of the exact boundaries of tribal lands is, however, 
often a matter of considerable difficulty, as towns and villages 
have sprung up with large tracts of intervening unoccupied land, 
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sometimes dense forest, which is gradually brought under culti
vation from either end. Now the value of land is appreciated 
boundary disputes frequently come before the Supreme Court, 
and in certain parts of the Colony, especially in the mining 
district of Wassaw, the limits of the lands adjoining tribal stools 
have been definitely prescribed. 

The general principle laid down by judicial decisions is that 
all land within the recognised territory of a " stool " is the 
property of that stool. Thus, in the case of every headchief's 
division, where there are tribal and family stools in subordina
tion to the headchief's stool, all lands within the recognised 
boundaries of the family or subordinate tribe are held to be 
attached to the family or tribal stool, but all other unoccupied 
lands are the property of the headchief's stool. An attempt 
was recently made in the courts to extend this principle so as 
to enable the headchief's stool to claim all cultivated land the 
original title to which, as is not uncommon in the case of lands 
under native tenure, is lost in obscurity; but, though no limit 
of prescription is laid down, by native law, the local Court of 
Appeal held that in the case of long occupation and when there 
has been cultivation of permanent crops, such as sugar-cane 
and cocoa, as opposed to the usual shifting cultivation of yams, 
plantains, and similar food products, the presumption is that the 
occupation was with the consent of the headchief's stool. 

The Crown possesses no waste lands in the Colony, but certain 
lands have been acquired by the Government from time to time, 
mostly under the provisions of the Public Lands Ordinance, 
1876, which legalises compulsory acquisition for the services of 
the Colony on payment of reasonable compensation. 

Of recent years deeds have come into common use, especially 
in land transactions between natives and Europeans. Where 
these deeds relate to grants of rights of mining, felling timber, 
and collecting rubber, and other products of the soil, they are 
called concessions, and their validity is inquired into by the 
Supreme Court, under the provisions of the Concessions Ordi
nance, 1900. The Court inquires whether the grantors are the 
native owners of the land, whether the area falls within the 
prescribed limit of five square miles for a mining concession, 
and 20 square miles for other concessions, whether the prescribed 
term of 99 years is exceeded, whether the consideration is 
adequate, and whether the statutory rights reserved to the 
natives are included in the deed. A survey and demarcation 
of boundaries by the Mines Survey Department is ordered, and 
when this is completed a certificate of validity, giving the lessees 
an indefeasible title, subject to observance of his covenants,' is 
issued by the Court, in which are contained such modifications 
of the deed as the Court may impose to bring it within statutory 
requirements, and to render it a transaction fair and equitable 
to both parties. The rent from certified concessions is paid to 
the native grantors through the Government. Concessions 
granted solely for purposes of plantation of rubber and other 
products may be exempted from the operation of the Ordinance; 
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whilst concessions to acquire mineral oil are held subject to the 
Government right of presumption of the oil under Ordinance, 
No. 15 of 1907. 

SHIPPING. 

Comparative statements of the number and tonnage of vessels 
which entered and cleared from Gold Coast ports are appended : — 

Sailing Vessels. 

British. Foreign. Total. 

Year. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

1905 ... 
1906 ... 
1907 .. 
1908 ... 
1909 ... 

] 
1 
1 

1 

498 
219 
851 

766 

1 
1 
1 

1 

498 
249 
851 

766 

8 
9 
tf 0 
5 
2 

4,390 
6,157 
3,826 
3,076 

983 

6 
11 
5 
5 
1 

3,004 
7,543 
3,826 
3,076 

419 

9 
10 
6 
5 
3 

4,888 
6,406 
4,677 
3,076 
1,749 

7 
12 
6 
5 
2 

3,502 
7,792 
4,677 
3,076 
1,185 

Steam Vessels. 

Year, 

11)05 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 

British. Foreign. Total. 

Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. Entered. Cleared. 

No/ Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

355 
365 
390 
382 
111 

609,912 
713,218 
76-2,862 
770,501 
823,476 

362 
367 
385 
372 
406 

G68,271 
698,410 
741,392 
761,977 
810,169 

241 
214 
240 
192 
230 

413,195 
359,609 
410,172 
347,616 
436,912 

234 
212 
239 
189 
232 

404,794 
358,254 
413,661 
839,489 
424,775 

596 
579 
030 
574 
647 

1,083,107 
1,072,827 
1,169,034 
1,118,117 
1,200,417 

600 
5G9 
024 
601 
638 

1,068,006 
1,050,070 
1,155,053 
1,091,466 
1,234,944 

Mail steamers of the African Steamship Company and the 
British and African Steam. Navigation Company, Limited, both 
of which are under the management of Messrs. Elder, Dempster 
and Company, leave Liverpool every Wednesday for Axini, 
Seccondee, Cape Coast, and Accra, the scheduled time of the 
voyage being 15 days. Homewards the mail service leaves Accra 
every Wednesday, and is due to arrive at Plymouth in 17 days. 

The same Companies provide two services of cargo boats 
from Liverpool, viz., the Brass and Benin Service, which leaves 
every alternate Saturday and calls at Axini, Seccondee, Cape 
Coast, Accra, and Saltpond; and Half Assinie, Atuabo, Dixcove, 
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Adjua, Pram Pram, and Quittah every alternate boat. The 
Opobo Service, which leaves on the other alternate Saturday, calls 
at Axim, Seccondee, Cape Coast, Accra, Winnebah, and Addah; 
and at Chama, Elmina, Anamabo, Mumford, Appam, and 
Berracoe every alternate boat. The cargo services also touch on 
the homeward voyage at the outward ports of call. These boats 
take from 32 to 34 days to Accra. The South Coast Service runs 
every month from Liverpool (on Thursdays) direct to Loanda, 
stopping at Accra homewards and outwards. 

These lines also run two Hamburg Services, viz., the Lagos 
and Creek Service and Rivers Service; and one from London, 
four-weekly. 

The Lagos and Creek Service leaves Hamburg fortnightly, 
calling outwards at Seccondee; and Saltpond and Appam every 
alternate boat. Homewards, calls at Saltpond, Seccondee, Axim; 
and Pram Pram, Winnebah, and Appam every alternate boat. 

The Rivers Service leaves Hamburg every three weeks, calling 
outwards at Axim, Cape Coast, Accra, and Aduah; homewards, 
Addah, Accra, and Saltpond. 

The London boats call outwards at Axim, Seccondee, Accra, 
and, if inducement offers, at Cape Coast; homewards at Danoe, 
Quittah, and Accra. 

The present rates of fares by these lines are £28 12.?. first 
class and £20 7s. for all ports as far as Winnebah and £29 14s. 
and £21 9s. respectively, for Accra and ports to the eastward. 

The Woermann Line runs a mail steamer monthly from 
Hamburg which is scheduled to leave Dover on the 11th of every 
month with passengers and mails for Seccondee and Accra, the 
duration of the voyage being 15 days. These boats also call 
homewards at the same ports and leave Accra on the 14th of every 
month for Southampton. The passenger fares are the same as 
the Elder-Dempster steamers. Cargo services of the Woermann 
Line, Hamburg America Line, and Hamburg Bremen Africa 
Line leave Hamburg for Gold Coast on the 4th, 14th, and 28th 
of the month. 

The Chargeurs Reunis run a monthly cargo service to the Gold 
Coast, sailing from Dunkirk on 5th, Havre 8th, Bordeaux 
Pauillac 12th of each month. Their main ports of call on the 
Gold Coast are Accra and Addah. They are also comfortably 
fitted for a few cabin passengers. 

III.—LEGISLATION. 

During the year under review seventeen Ordinances were 
passed by the Legislative Council of the Gold Coast Colony, of 
which it is only necessary to refer to the following: — 

Gold Mining Products Protection Ordinance (No. 1 of 1909). 
Marriage (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 2 of 1909). 
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Concessions (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 3 of 1909). 
Statute Law Revision Ordinance (No. 7 of 1909). ,;. 
Companies (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 9 of 1909). 
Immigrant Paupers Ordinance (No. 10 of 1909). 
Criminal Code (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 12 of 1909). 
Reprint of Statutes Ordinance (No. 16 of 1909). 

No. 1 provides for the more effectual prevention of illicit 
dealings in the products of gold mines worked by European 
methods. 

No. 2 carries out certain recommendations of a Commission 
which was appointed to report on the " Marriage Ordinance, 
1884 , J (No. 14 of 1884); particularly with regard to the succes
sion to intestate estates and the legitimation of children born 
before marriage under the Ordinance. 

No. 3 prohibits the grant or assignment of concessions with 
respect to mineral oil except to British subjects or Companies. 

No. 7 facilitates the preparation of the Revised Edition of the 
Ordinances by ma! \g amendments in certain enactments and 
by repealing others which are spent. 

No. 9 prohibits the local registration of Companies with names 
including the words "Empire" or "Imperial" or otherwise 
calculated to convey an impression of Government support or 
connection. 

No. 10 makes provision with regard to destitute persons landed 
or left behind in the Colony and enacts that a person, firm, 
company, or association may, by depositing in the Treasury as 
security a sum not exceeding ,£100, be released from any further 
liability in respect of each person on whose account such sum 
may have been deposited. 

No. 12 is identical with sections 103 and 131 of 8 Edward 7, 
chapter 67, and provides for procedure with regard to sentences 
of death under the Criminal Code in the case of persons under 
age. 

No. 16 provides for the publication of a new collected and 
revised edition of the Ordinances of the Colony in force on the 
30th day of June, 1909, or such later date as the Governor may 
fix by notification in the Gazette; defines the power of the Com
missioner appointed under the Ordinance, and empowers the 
Governor, Jby proclamation, to fix the date on which the revised 
edition shall come MI to force as the sole and proper Statute Book 
of the Colony up tc the date of the latest of the Ordinances con
tained therein. 

Three Ashanti Ordinances, and two Northern Territories 
Ordinances, were enacted by the Governor. Of these the only 
one to which reference need be made is the Northern Territories 
Spirituous Liquors Ordinance (No. "2 of 1909), which regulates 
the importation and sale of spirituous liquors, wine, and beer in 
the Northern Territories in pursuance of the Brussels General 
Act, 1890. The main provisions are that: " N o spirituous liquors 
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or wine shall be imported except under certain restrictions; all 
liquors shall be sold in original bottles for consumption off-the 
premises; no spirituous liquors or wines may be either given to, 
or possessed by, natives, except in cases of sickness. Beer is 
excluded froili these restrictions, but must be sold under licence. 

IV.—EDUCATION. 

At the close of the year under review, 164 schools were on the 
inspection list, including nine Government schools. Out of 155 
Mission Schools, .149 became eligible to receive grants-in-aid 
from public funds. 

The following is a comparative table of the schools inspected 
during the years 1908 and 1909: — 

Denomination. 1908. 1909. 
Increase or 
Decrease 
in 1909. 

African Methodist E. & Z. Mission ... ... 1 3 + 2 
Basel Mission ... ... 60 65 + 5 
Bremen Mission ... •.. 11 12 + 1 
Church of England (S.P.G.) ... ... ... 4 3 - 1 
Government Schools ... ... ... 7 9 + 2 
Mohammedan ... .. • 1 —- - 1 
Roman Catholic Mission ... ... 19 21 + 2 
Wesleyan Mission ... ... 49 49 No change. 
Accra " Collegiate" and Grammar Schools, 2 2 No change. 

Secondary and Elementary.* 
No change. 

Totals ... ... 154 164 + 10 

0 Not included in Report of 1908. 

The following table shows the total number of pupils enrolled 
in Government and Assisted Schools; the average attendance and 
the amount of grants earned during the years 1908 and 1909: — 

Year. Number 
on Roll. 

Average 
Attendance. 

Grants 
Earned. 

1908 ... ... ••• .. . ••• 
1909 ... .*• ... ••• 

Increase • 

14,889 
16,711 

11,020 
11,968 

£ s. d 
5,920 16 0 
6,387 5 9 

1908 ... ... ••• .. . ••• 
1909 ... .*• ... ••• 

Increase • 1,822 948 466 9 8 
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The grants awarded to schools increased by <£466 9*. 8d.y due 
not only to the numerous admissions to the assisted list, but also 
to the improvement in the average attendance in the oldei 
schools. 

The following is a comparative table of amounts collected in 
School Pees during the past two years: — 

Amount Amount 
collected collected 

School. in 1908. in 1909. 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

African Methodist E. and 
Zionist Mission 11 7 9 20 3 5 

Basel Mission 207 12 6 263 4 7 
Bremen Mission 28 13 5 32 12 1 
Church of England (S.P.G) 13 1 5 16 2 3 
Government 159 12 11 285 17 9 
Eoman Catholic Mission ... 94 18 5 117 3 0 
Wesleyan Mission 527 8 10 600 8 2 
Collegiate, Secondary, and 

Elementary 
Collegiate, Secondary, and 

Elementary — 68 2 8 

Totals £1,042 16 3 £1,409 13 11 

The average payment per pupil in Government and Assisted 
Mission Schools (excluding the Accra " Collegiate " School) was 
Is. 5d. for 1909, as against 1$. 10fd, in 1908. 

There are now 155 Schools, other than Government Institu
tions, on the Assisted List, an increase of 12 on the year 1908. 
The examination results at most of these were, on the whole, satis
factory. Not only is the number of schools greater, but a general 
expansion has taken place. The grants-in-aid awarded show a 
fairly proportionate increase. There is abundant evidence that 
the European Managers have taken great interest in the adminis
tration of their schools; but many of the native managers do not 
yet appear to have fully grasped their responsibilities. 

Of the nine schools controlled and maintained by the Govern
ment, the examination results were more satisfactory than those 
of 1908, especially at Accra and Cape Coast. Two new schools 
have been opened at Coomassie (Ashanti) and Tamale (Northern 
Territories), respectively; and in the former an excellent begin
ning was made, 300 children having been enrolled by the end of 
the year. 

At Tamale progress has been slower, but the general results are 
distinctly encouraging. 

Two Civil Service examinations were held during the year, 
when 118 candidates out of 186 passed. Courses of instruction 
in agriculture for students and teachers were held at Aburi, 
Assuantsi, Coomassie, and Tarquah agricultural stations during 
the year under review, and 69 candidates obtained certificates. 
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Throughout the Colony the progress in agricultural and other 
forms of industrial work has been satisfactory. The total grant 
earned, namely, £749 2s.9 is £20 in excess of that awarded in 
1908. 

The principal event of the year was the adoption of the new 
Rules of the Board of Education, under which a system of com
bined literary and industrial education has been made obligatory 
in all primary Government and assisted schools. For the 
effectual working of the new system a Training Institution for 
Teachers and a Technical School have been established at Accra. 
The buildings, in addition to class-rooms, work-shops, & c , 
provide dormitories and dining-rooms for the students. These 
institutions were successfully inaugurated during the year, and 
it is confidently expected that their influence will have a marked 
effect on the general progress of the Colony. 

V.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 

The principal hospitals in the Colony are situated at Accra, 
Cape Coast, and Seccondee, and smaller hospitals are maintained 
at Elmina, Quittah, Axim, and Addah. 

In Accra the hospital consists of three European and four 
native wards with seven and twenty-five beds respectively. A 
European nursing sister is attached to this institution, at which 
591 cases were treated during the year. There is also an in
fectious diseases hospital. At Cape Coast, the hospital provides 
accommodation for thirteen Europeans in three first and two 
second class wards; there being also 19 beds for natives contained 
in two wurds, and two additional wards for contagious cases. The 
total number of cases which received treatment was 184. The 
hospital at Seccondee has six European wards, two being for 
convalescents, containing in all 16 beds. Provision is made for 
three classes of accommodation for Europeans. Two nursing 
sisters are attached to this hospital. In addition, four wards, 
holding 22 buds, are provided for natives. During the year 453 
cases were treated. 

In Ashanti there is, at Coomassie, a European hospital to 
which is attached a nursing sister, containing four wards. There 
is also a large hospital for natives with a main ward holding 36 
beds, another for females of four beds, and a third smaller ward 
containing four beds. The number of cases treated at this 
hospital during the year was 789. 

In the Northern Territories there is, as yet, no regular hospital 
for Europeans; but accommodation for the treatment of natives 
is provided at Tamale and various out-stations. 
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The only lunatic asylum in the Colony is situated at Accra, 
and 23 male and 6 female inmates were admitted during the year, 
as against 16 and 9 respectively in 1908. The number dis
charged was 4 males and 2 females, as against 0 and 1 respec
tively in the previous year. Three-fifths of the inmates, the 
daily average of whom was 76, were classified as maniacal and 
dangerous. 

The asylum consists of two large airing yards, one for males 
and the other for females, each Hanked by cells and dormitories. 
There is also a large open shed for shelter and recreation. 
Hospital accommodation, quarters for the staff and other acces
sories are provided, and the buildings generally are well-
ventilated and cool. 

There are no poor-houses or reformatories, pauperism being 
practically unknown. 

The total deposits in the Savings Bank during the year, includ
ing interest credited, amounted to £17,632 Lv., as compared with 
£17,013 11*. Qd. for 1908, an increase of £618 9s. 6rf. 

The withdrawals during the year amounted to £13,599 7*. $d. 
as against £11,678 12$. Wd. in the previous year, an increase of 
.-£.1,920 145. lOd.; leaving an excess of deposits over withdrawals 
of £3,516 45. lOd. In the amount withdrawn from the bank is 
included the sum of £1,311 195. Id. transferred to the United 
Kingdom Savings Bank at the request of the depositors. 

Arrangements have been made with the Governments of Sierra 
Leone and Southern Nigeria whereby the accounts of depositors 
may be transferred from one Colony to^another when desired. 

The credit of the Bank on the 31st December, 1909, was 
£24,715 35. bd., an increase of over 14 per cent, over the previous 
year, when the credit stood at £20,676 65. id. 

The interest credited to creditors from general revenue 
amounted to £516 85. Qd., and the amount realized on investments 
made by the Crown Agents on behalf of the bank was £629 
195. bd.; resulting in a profit of £113 IO5. lid. A sum of 
£4,006 145. id. remained in the hands of the Treasurer on the 
31st of December. 

The totaL number of accounts remaining open at the end of 
the year was 2,165, an increase of 23 per cent, over the year 
1908. The progress made by this institution continues to be 
satisfactory/ 

VI.—JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

The strength of the police on the 31st December, 1909, was 
693 of all ranks, being 23 under the authorised strength. At 
the end of the previous year there was a deficiency of 25. 
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No increase was made in the establishment, the distribution 
of which was as follows: — 

One hundred and seventy-three recruits were enlisted during 
the year, being 125 less than in 1908, due to there being no 
increase in the establishment and to the fact that fewer recruits 
were rejected prior to the expiration of their probationary period. 
There were 4 desertions less than in the previous year, and only 
10 men were discharged as medically unfit as against 24.in 1908. 

The superintendents and constables of the detective branch 
have continued to do good work and have displayed considerable 
acumen and intelligence. The total strength is 13, as in 1908. 

The work done by the police has, on the whole, been satis
factory; but, in the case of the general police, senior native 
officers of greater intelligence are needed in some of the larger 
towns. Large sums of specie and bullion (both Government and 
commercial) have been escorted by the force during the year, 
and in no case has a loss been reported. The receipts for the 
conveyance of specie, other than Government, amounted to 
£278 10$. 7d. More police were employed by the mines, and the 
receipts from this source realized £1,779 4s. 3d., as against 
£1,594 12$. M. in 1908. 

Under " Prisons n there has been practically no change during 
the year under review. The Central Prisons of the Colony are 
at Accra, Seccondee, Cape Coast, and Elmina, in which are con
fined long-sentence prisoners. The minor gaols are at Seccondee 
(Fort Orange), Axim, Quittah, Tarquah (where a new building 
is under construction), Akuse, Addah, Saltpond, and Winnebah, 
in which prisoners with sentences under six months serve their 
time. In Ashanti, prisoners undergo sentences up to three years 
in the gaols at Coomassie and Obuasi. Tliere are, in addition, 
four smaller gaols, at Dunkwa, Kintampo, Sunyani, and Krachi 
respectively, which are more in the nature of " lock-ups." 

The total number of prisoners committed in the year 1909 was 
4,911, as compared with 4,822 in the previous year, an increase of 
89. The daily average in the prisons of the Colony and Ashanti 
was 945, as against 885 in 1908—an increase of 60. 

Progress under " Prison Industries and Labour" has again 
been well maintainec. The earnings for the year show a total 
of £2,757 l b . 3</., as against £2,693 11$. U. in 1908—being an 
increase of £63 19$. l id . Carpentry, boot and shoe making, 
tailoring, smiths'* work, and cooperage are the industrial heads 
under which most of the earnings are realized. 

General Police (all ranks) ... 
Escort Police „ ... 
Mines Police >* ... 
Railway Police „ 

450 
148 
51 
44 

Total 693 
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The total expenditure during the year under review was 
£14,700 12.?. Id., as against £13,469 17s. bd. in 1908, the increase 
of £1,230 14$. Sd. being accounted for by the grater number of 
prisoners. 

The general health of prisoners has been good. 
The returns of eriifie in the Colony, Ashanti, and the Northern 

Territories show that, during the year under review, 9,193, 2,492, 
and 541 cases, respectively, were dealt with; as against 8,342, 
2,080, and 410 cases, respectively, in 1908—an increase of 1,394. 

The niimber of convictions obtained was 6,989 in the Colony, 
2,014 in Ashanti, and 469 in the Northern Territories; as against 
6,258, 1,836, and 390, respectively, in the preceding year—a total 
increase of 988. 

The following table shows the comparative number of criminal 
cases in the Colony during the last two years: — 

1908. 1909. 
Offences against persons ... .. . 1,003 1,293 
Offences against property ... .. . 1,732- 1,652 
Slave Dealing ... 52 47 
Other Offences ... 5,155 6,201 

Total .. . . . . 7,942 9,193 

For the criminal statistics of Ashanti and the Northern Terri
tories reference should be made to the Annual Reports of the 
respective Chief Commissioners.* 

VII.—VITAL STATISTICS. 

As stated in previous reports, no accurate figures of the popu
lation of the Colony and its Dependencies can be given, as there 
is no compulsory registration of births and deaths; and any 
attempt to collect statistics in these respects is usually regarded 
by the native with suspicion. Roughly estimated there are 
probably nearly 3,000,000 inhabitants of the Gold Coast, includ
ing Ashanti and the Northern Territories. 

The European population is shown as 1,715; being a decrease 
of 53 residents. The appended comparative analysis of the 
mortality and invaliding returns shows a decrease of 4*14 in the 
death-rate per thousand and of 32*22 in the invaliding rate per 
thousand. The highest death-rate was again amongst the 
missionaries. 

One death from malaria occurred amongst officials, and two 
from hyperpyrexia; there was a decrease in the number of 
Europeans invalided from malaria in 1909, and a general decrease 
in the number of malaria cases amongst Europeans. 

0 Colonial Reports, Nos. 639 and 640. 
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1908. 
No. of 
Resi
dents. 

> * 

Deaths. In
valided, 

Death-rate 
per 1,000. 

Invaliding 
rate 

per 1,000. 

Officials ... 413 . 6 29 14-52 70*21 
Merchants ••• 434 9 41 20*73 94-47 
Mining Companies ... 759 11 46 14-49 6060 
Missions ... ... 162 4 9 24-69 55-65 

Total ... ... 1,768 30 125 16*96 70*70 

1909. 
' 

Officials ... ... 438 5 17 11-41 38*81 
Merchants ... 574 7 25 1219 43-55 
Mining Companies ... 585 7 20 11-96 34-18 
Missions ... 118 8 4 25*42 33*89 

Total . . . ... 1,715 22 66 12-82 38-48 

Station. Number. Deaths. In
valided. 

Death 
rate 

per 1,000. 

Invaliding 
rate 

per 1,000. 

1908. 
Colony ... ... 
Ashanti ... ••• ... 
Northern Territories ... 

Total ... ... 

1,416 
287 
66 

28 
2 

119 
4 
2 

19-78 
6-96 

84-09 
13-93 
30-70 

1908. 
Colony ... ... 
Ashanti ... ••• ... 
Northern Territories ... 

Total ... ... 1,768 30 125 16-96 70-70 

1909. 
Colony 
Ashanti ... . . . ... 
Northern Territories ... 

Total 

1,328 
312 
75 

17 
1 
4 

22 

54 
9 
3 

12-80 
3-20 

53-33 

40*66 
28-84 
40-00 

1909. 
Colony 
Ashanti ... . . . ... 
Northern Territories ... 

Total 1,715 

17 
1 
4 

22 66 12-82 38-48 

The causes of invaliding among officials were: —Phthisis 1; 
blackwater fever 2; amemia 3; neurasthenia 2 ; asthma 1; 
gastritis 1; haemorrhoids 1; malaria 3; cardiac disease 1; epilepsy 
1; and hepatitis 1; a total of 17. 

The causes of death among officials were:—malaria 1; heart 
failure 1; hyperpyrexia 2 ; and general paralysis 1. 

The health of the natives, generally speaking, proved less 
satisfactory. In the Colony it was good, and no serious epidemic 
occurred; but in parts of Ashanti it was bad. The outbreak of 
small-pox mentioned in the previous year's report continued and, 
from the data available, it would appear that the mortality was 
great. 

Sleeping sickness proved more prevalent in Ashanti than in 
the Colony or the Northern Territories and, in the cases of 

Statistics of Mortality and Invaliding of Europeans for the years 
1908 and 1909. 
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Wenchi, Sunyani, and Cheremankoma, this disease almost 
assumed an epidemic form. Leprosy did not show any increase. 
Pulmonary affections, ulcers, yaws, guinea worm, skin diseases, 
malarial fever, dysentery, venereal diseases, rheumatism, con
junctivitis, diseases of the alimentary tract, abscesses, and para
sitic diseases proved the most prevalent complaints. Many 
injuries were also treated. In the Colony and its Dependencies, 
3,413 natives were treated as in-patients and 43,747 as out
patients. No accurate information as to the mortality rate 
amongst natives is at present available, but the following table 
shows the number of deaths registered in the hospital and public 
cemetery records: — 

Hospital Records for Burial Permit Records 
Gold Coast, Ashanti, for Accra, Addah, Cape 

and Northern Coast, Elmina, Seccondee, 
Year. Territories. and Saltpond. 
1905 ... ... 168 1,712 
1906 ... 126 1,361 
1907 113 1,517 
1908 554 1,159 
1909 1,611 

Total ... 1,193 7,360 

Increased attention has been paid to questions of sanitation 
during the past year, and the establishment of a Sanitary Branch 
of the Medical Department, working in conjunction with the 
general scheme of Public Works, should, if the present degree 
of energy be maintained, result in improvements on a scale 
unthought-of before the epidemic of plague in 1908. 

In the larger towns of Accra, Cape Coast, Seccondee, Tarquah, 
Axim, and Coomassie, systems of surface drainage are being 
carried out or are under consideration; while at most of the 
smaller towns and at outstations considerable sanitary progress 
is being made by filling up water-holes, draining marshes, and 
providing wells. 

The problem of ameliorating the present unsatisfactory sani
tary conditions is full of difficulties, among which may be noted 
the following: — 

The water supply of the native inhabitants is chiefly drawn 
from open ponds, wells, tanks, and wooden water-vats, or barrels. 

In towns, water for domestic use is usually stored by the native 
in open vessels and kept in dark places, where sanitary inspectors 
have considerable difficulty in locating them. During the dry 
reason drinking-water is scarce and has a recognized market value 
per bucket. 

Little or no pitch is given to the roofs of native houses and, 
where corrugated iron is used, kerosene tins filled with earth and 
stones are commonly utilised to prevent the sheets being blown 
away. A strong tornado not infrequently strips off roofs of 
corrugated iron and hurls them away to a considerable distance. 
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The erection of " swish " houses commonly leads to the forma
tion of borrow-pits. 

The older portions of the native towns, especially those on the 
coast, are often located on low ground, where the planning of an 
efficient drainage system is a matter of almost insuperable 
difficulty. 

The more ignorant natives are apathetic and resentful of inter
ference in the matter of drainage and domestic cleanliness. The 
work of sanitary inspectors is, in consequence, beset with 
difficulties. 

Much has been done to improve existing conditions; but, before 
any radical changes can be effected, the sanitation staff must be 
augmented and the rate of expenditure accelerated. 

During the year, £10,673, exclusive of supervision, was spent 
on sanitary improvements, including £4,536 at Accra, £1,820 at 
Winnebah, £1,399 at Seccondee, and £694 at Cape Coast. 

Precautionary measures against the re-introduction of plague 
were continued at Accra; and many of the insanitary areas in 
this town have been demolished. 

Meteorological Observations. 1909. 

Pemper&ture. Rainfall. 

Station. S 
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Accra ... •.. 144*26 74-79 85-42 62-98 22-45 74-20 26-93 90-03 
Aburi ... 146-93 61-89 83-91 67-52 16-39 75-71 49-23 86*30 
Quittah ... 139-64 69-93 88-33 72-28 15*97 8021 21-96 80-22 
Cape Coast — 69-72 85-59 71-81 13-77 78-70 33-73 81-23 
Seccondee ... 135*38 71-62 87-17 71-62 15-46 79-48 46-61 5692 
Axim ... ... 130-86 71-91 84-26 67-13 17-36 74-85 70-70 93*33 
Tarquah ... 
Coomassie ... 

140-67 7001 90-42 70-85 19-57 80-64 86-49 81-90 Tarquah ... 
Coomassie ... 14005 — 87-62 68-90 18-57 78-21 69-74 86-96 
Kintampo 
Sunyani ... ... 

147-51 89-01 69-33 18-84 78-77 66-50 71-77 Kintampo 
Sunyani ... ... 141*34 65-94 88-86 74-91 13-93 81-8* 58-16 88-84 
Gambaga 152*54 68-67 92-42 71-82 20-84 82-12 65*87 64-30 
Tannic ... ... 143-19 7425 94-74 63-05 31-69 78-89 51-58 59-36 

VIIL—POSTAL, TELEGRAPH, AND TELEPHONE 
SERVICES. 

The increasing business of the Posts and Telegraph Depart
ment is apparent from the appended statistics: — 

The expenditure amounted to £26,999 17a. 9dE. as against 
£24,489 16*. 9ri. in 1908. In 1909, £3,210 1*. 4c/, was expended 
on the construction of new telegraph and telephone lines; in 1908 
the expenditure on this service was £1,669 12*. id. 

17609 0 
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Total ... . . . 482 

The cost of maintenance was £17,503 4$. 5d. 

IX.—ASHANTI. 

The total revenue collected in Ashanti during 1909 was 
£29,263 13s. 2d, as against £27,908 17*. 6d. in 1908, an increase 
of £1,354 15*. 8d.—the expenditure for the corresponding periods 
being £102,211 and £98,580. 

The Dependency made considerable progress during the year 
under review. The marked development which took place in 
trade generally, and especially in agricultural and other economic 

The total number of ordinary letters, postcards, newspapers, 
and book-packets which passed through the post i;a 1909 is esti
mated to have been 4,711,544, as compared with 3,983,802 in the 
previous year. 

The number of registered and insured articles despatched was 
189,608, as against 192,633; and the number received amounted to 
159,038, as against 113,767 in 1908. 

The total number of United Kingdom, Foreign, and Inter-
Colonial parcels dealt with was 5,392 despatched and 64,656 
received. The numbers dealt with in the previous year were 
4,314 and 43,003, respectively. 

Money Orders to the value of £49,159 2*. 7d. were issued, as 
against £47,193 5*. 4d. in the preceding year. 

The total value of Postal Orders issued was £82,646 13.5. Gd., 
as compared with £73,370 9s. 2d. in 1908; an increase of over 
11 per cent.—the number of orders issued daring 1908 and 1909 
being 110,128 and 123,282, respectively. 

Fifty Telegraph Offices were open to the public in the Colony, 
Ashanti, and Northern Territories at the end of the year under 
review, with a total length of wire of 1,363 miles, or 15 miles 
more than in the previous year. 

Telegrams to the number of 261,267 were dealt with, as 
against 272,694 in 1908, of which 85,220 were official. 

During the year the telegraph system was extended from Aburi 
to Mangoase, a distance of about 15 miles, at an expenditure of 
£330 9s. 9d. 

Local telephone services exist at Accra, Seccondee, Cape Coast, 
Tarquah, and Dodowa, These lines are extensively used; 63, 
out of a total of 139, connections being subscribed for by the 
public. 

PREVENTIVE SERVICE. 

This service, which is a branch of the Customs Department, 
was efficiently maintained during the year under review. 

The officers and men were distributed as follows: — 
Volta River Preventive Service ... . . . 281 
Western Frontier Preventive Service .. . 137 
South-Eastern Frontier Preventive Service 64 
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products, is a matter for congratulation. The chiefs and their 
people have taken full advantage of the object lesson afforded 
by the establishment of an agricultural station at Coomassie, 
and they appear to be alive to the value of the instructions 
given by officials of the Agricultural Department. The value 
of imports by the railway is estimated to have exceeded by 
£115,000 the figures for the previous year. 

The principal exports of Ashanti are gold, rubber, cocoa, kola, 
and gum-copal. Notwithstanding the closing of the Akrokerri 
Mine, the output of gold increased by 8,425 ounces. The cocoa 
returns show an export of 11,790 tons as against 751 tonu in 1908. 
The export of rubber amounted to 1,319 tons as compared with 
536 tons in 1908. During the year the first Government school 
in Ashanti was opened at Coomassie. The registered attendance 
of nearly 300 boys at this institution is a satisfactory indication 
that the Ashantis are alive to the benefits of education. The 
curriculum includes both literary subjects and industrial training. 

The general health of Europeans was good, but the natives 
suffered from outbreaks of small-pox in some localities. Investi
gations by medical officers in outlying districts led to the dis
covery that sleeping sickness was more common than had been 
supposed; and the view that this disease is endemic in the Gold 
Coast is now generally accepted. Fair progress was made in 
general sanitation at Coomassie and Obuassi. During the year 
the Ashanti prisoners apprehended in the 1900 disturbances were 
released from Elmina, most of them being permitted to return 
to their own villages. The relations between the administrative 
staff and the Ashantis continue to be friendly, in many instances 
even cordial; ancj the country generally has made social and 
material progress. Judicial, vital, and other statistics will be 
found in the Annual Report on Ashanti by the Chief Com
missioner.* 

X.—NORTHERN TERRITORIES. 
The total revenue collected in the Northern Territories during 

1909 amounted to £1,689 10*. Id., being a decrease of 
£9,249 2*. 8d, compared with the previous year. This decrease 
is entirely accounted for by the abolition of caravan tolls in 
September, 1908. The expenditure for 1909 was £67,169, show
ing an increase of £16,907 over 1908. 

From all available information, both imports and exports 
appear to have increased; but, chiefly owing to the number of 
trade-routes, it is impracticable to furnish aecurate statistics with 
respect either to quantity or value. The principal imports are 
cotton goods, kola nuts, salt, hardware, beads, and brass rods. 
The importation of spirits (except for the use of Europeans), 
arms of precision, and cartridges is prohibited. The main 
exports are cattle, sheep, and ponies, shea-butter, guinea-corn, 
and native produce generally. Attempts are being made to 
improve the local breeds of cattle by importing selected bulls. 
A Government agricultural station has been opened at Tamale, 
the capital of the Protectorate; and an experimental cotton farm 

• Colonial Report [Annual], No. 640 [Cd. 4964-14]. 
17009 C! 2 
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will ai«o be established there, under the supervision of an 
experienced Curator, as an object-lesson to native planters. A 
cotton gin and press were set up at Tamale during the year, and 
the demonstrations given with this machinery are said to have 
stimulated great interest and to have increased the local culti
vation of cotton. 

As in Ashanti, a Government school was successfully opened 
during the year and the attendance has been good. A number 
of intelligent youths, the sons of ch'efs, from various parts of 
the Protectorate, have been entered as pupils in the recently 
established technical school at Accra. 

The good relations between the European administrators and 
the chiefs have been maintained and strengthened and, with 
the exception of minor troubles with the somewhat intractable 
tribes which inhabit the Sapari Hills, there has been no dis
turbance of a political or other nature during the year under 
review. The general health of the European community was not 
good in the year 1909, and the end of the year was clouded by 
the death of the Chief Commissioner, Lieutenant-Colonel A. E. G. 
Watherston, C.M.G., R.E., whose administrative abilities and 
wide sympathies were fully appreciated throughout the Pro
tectorate. 

Further details with regard to the Northern Territories are 
given in the Annual Report of the Acting Chief Commissioner.* 

X L — R A I L W A Y S , 
The total capital expenditure upon the Seccondee-Coomassie 

Railway stood on the 31st of December, 1909, at £1,846,305 
16*. 3d., including the cost of all permanent improvements, 
additional plant, machinery, and rolling stock. 

The following amounts were charged against the capital 
account during the current year: — 

£ s. d. 
Two additional locomotives 6,347 1 3 
Seciondee Harbour Works (lowering 

No. 1 Jetty) 2,514 5 5 
Tarquah Post Office (adjustment with 

Public Works Department) ... ... 529 0 0 

Total ... ... £9,390 6 8 

The loans for construction were raised at 3 per cent., their 
extinctidn being provided for by a sinking fund at 1 per cent., 
chargeable to the general revenue of the Colony. 

The gross revenue for the year amounted to £185,409 16s., this 
being an increase of £15,409 15*. upon the approved estimate, 
and £31,385 3*. lOd, in excess of the Revenue actually accruing 
in 1908. The greater part of this increase was derived from 
goods traffic. The coaching receipts also exceeded those of the 
previous year, despite the reduced tariff which came into opera
tion during the year. The total receipts per mile open were 
£1,103 as compared with £901 in 1908, and per train mile 
€1 8*. l l | d . 6s against £1 4*. 3d. 

* Colonial Report [Annual], No! 639 [Cd. 4964-13]. 
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The total recurrent expenditure amounted to £73,914 h. bd., 
being £11,470 less than the approved estimate, and £1,210 below 
the figures for the previous year. 

The peicentage of total recurrent expenditure to revenue was 
3986 compared with 4961 in 1908. Adding the extraordinary 
expenditure chargeable to capital, which, for the year under 
review amounted to £9,390, the grand total of expenditure for 
the year works out at £83,304 compared with £77,625 in the 
previous year, or 4492 per cent, of the total revenue brought 
to account. 

The working expenditure per mile open was £439, and per 
train mile lh. 6d. 

The general financial position of the railway and the working 
results to the 31st December, 1909, are given below : — 

Total capital expenditure ... £1,846,305 0.s\ Od. 
Total revenue earned in 1908 ... 185,410 0 0 
Total working expenditure in 

1908 .. . . . . 73,914 0 0 
Extraordinary expenditure 

chargeable to capital ... 9,390 0 0 
Proportion of working expendi

ture to revenue .. . ... 39'86 per cent. * 
Proportion of total expenditure 

(working and extraordinary) 
to revenue 44*92 

Nett revenue earned ... ... £111,496 0$. Od. 
Interest upon capital expendi

ture ... 6*03 per cent. 
Revenue per mile open ... £1,103 0s. Od. 
Expenditure per mile open ... 
Total train mileage, exclusive 

of banking and shunting ... 
Earnings per train mile 
Expenditure per train mile ... 
Nett earnings per mile open ... 
Nett earnings per train mile ... 
Total number of passengers 

carried 
Gross tonnage of goods and 

minerals . . . 
Average fare per passenger 

carried 
Average earnings per goods ton 

mile (public traffic) 
Average cost per goods ton mile 

(public traffic) 
Proportion of goods receipts 

total revenue 
Proportion of coaching receipts 

total revenue 
Proportion of down to up traffic 

(goods) tonnage ... . . . . . ...... . 
Proportion of down to up traffic 

(goods) receipts 

439 0 0 

127,973 
£1 8s. Ufa 

0 11 6 
C63 0 0 

0 17 5 

215,729 

56,454 

£0 2s. lid. 

0 1 4 | 

o 0 5£ 

7918 per cent. 

1935 * y 

38-53 a 

28-00 i J 
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1908. 1909. 
3 1 

39 24 
230 261 

4 5 
11 18 
5 14 

Of the 14 accidents of a personal character that occurred during 
the year, four were fatal. The verdict in each case acquitted 
the railway officials of negligence. No accidents occurred to the 
215,729 passengers conveyed over the railway. 

The summary of accidents is as follows: — 

Engine failures ... 
Derailments of all kinds 
Fallen trees, &c. 
Trolley accidents 
Miscellaneous 
Personal 

The larger number of trees that have fallen across the track 
is chiefly due to extensive felling, the expenditure on which was 
451,936 185. 

The revised goods tariff, which was introduced in 1908, has 
continued in force with practically no amendment, and, generally 
speaking, with satisfactory results. In the Coaching tariff, third-
class passenger fares were reduced from 2d. to Id. per mile, and 
first-class tickets from Seccondee to Dunkwa and stations beyond 
were issued at 3d. instead of id. per mile. Free luggage allow
anced of 112 lbs. first class, a^d 56 lbs. third class were also 
conceded. 

The branch line from Tarquah to Prestea and Broomassie, the 
construction of which was commenced in 1908, has made satis
factory progress despite many engineering difficulties that have 
been encountered. Railhead reached the Ancobra River (18 
miles) in December, 1909, and earthworks were then well 
advanced in the direction of Prestea and Broomassie. 

The construction of the railway from Accra to Mangoase, 
which commenced early in the year, has proceeded without inter
ruption, and, in December, railhead had reached the twenty-
sixth mile. Earthworks up to the provisional terminus of Man
goase (40 miles) were well advanced and the station buildings 
at Accra were nearing completion. This railway is expected to 
be opened for public traffic about September, 1910. 

A reconnaissance survey of a projected extension, from Man
goase to Coomassie, was carried out during the year under 
review. 

The scheme of harbour extension at Seccondee, in connection 
with the railway, has undergone rapid development during the 
year and some thousands of tons of stone, obtained from the 
Tarquah District, have already been delivered by the railway. 
The village known as Low Town has now been razed and replaced 
by an extensive workyard. 

The past year has been distinctly favourable to the working 
results of the railway. The marked activity awakened in the 
mining industry has contributed in no small degree to the 
general increase in the gross revenue, which is larger than that 
of any preceding year. 
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ROADS. 
With the exception of the trnnk road from Coomassie to 

Tamale, the construction and maintenance of the main roads 
are in the hands of the Public Works Department. Some 1,800 
miles of minor roads and paths are kept up by the chiefs, for 
which service they receive a quarterly payment per mile under 
the provisions of the Roads Ordinance, 1894, at rates which 
vary from 5s. to £1 according to the state of the road and the 
nature and extent of the work done. These district roads are 
inspected quarterly by Commissioners or other officials detailed 
for this purpose. 

The principal roads are: — 
(a.) Accra-Dodowa road, about 27 miles in length. This is 

suitable for vehicles of a gross weight not exceeding 
6 tonB. During the cocoa season the motor traffic is 
very heavy and constant repairs are necessary. 

(6.) Accra-Aburi road, about 25 miles in length. For 
13 miles this road is identical with the first men
tioned, and is used by motor-lorries, as far as 
Ayimensa, at the foot of the Akwapim Hills, 

(c.) Accra-Korle Gono road is at present under construction 
and will be completed early in 1910. 

(d.) Accra-Inswam-Kyebi road is about 60 miles in length 
and was originally constructed by the Goldfields of 
Eastern Akim, being taken over by the Government 
in 1904. Besides the usual traffic of the cocoa 
season, this road has been used by the railway-lorries 
and mofcor-cars as far as Inswam, 23 miles. 

(e.) Winnebah-Soadru road, about 15 miles in length. This 
road, which is increasing in importance, is now being 
reconstructed and provided with permanent steel and 
concrete bridges. 

(/.) Saltpond-Insuaim road, 58 miles in length. This road 
is now under reconstruction for motor-lorries and 
vehicular traffic generally. 

(//.) Cape Coast-Prahsu road, which was formerly the 
military and trade route to Cooma&sie, is being 
repaired and permanently bridged. This road lost 
much of its importance with the opening of the 
Seccondee-Coomassie Railway. 

(h.) Other roads in the Colony are being reconstructed and 
provided with steel and concrete bridges, among 
which may be mentioned the following: — 

Miles. 
Somanya-Akuse ... ... ... 12 
Asebo-Abakrampa 3 
Kpong-Akuse 8 

(/.) Coomassie-Tamale road, 260 miles in length. As stated 
above, the construction of this trunk road is under 
a special Department. Work commenced early in 
1909 and 15 miles were completed up to formation 
level by the end of the year. In addition, 1| miles 
were also completed between the Volta River and 



• 

40 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 

XII.—MISCELLANEOUS. 

IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION. 
Except for records kept by the Transport Department, in con

nection with native labourers, there is lio registration of foreigners 
either entering or leaving the Colony. Immigrants to the 
number of 199, the majority of whom were natives of Sierra 
Leone, are reported to have arrived overland from Monrovia. 
Allowiug for those who landed without being engaged through 
the Transport Department, the total number of immigrants was 
probably from 3,500 to 4,000. As in previous years, a number 
oi Gold Coast natives left the Colony in order to earn higher 
wages as carpenters, coopers, masons, smiths, & c , in Southern 
Nigeria and neighbouring foreign possessions. 

PUBLIC WORKS. 
Fairly satisfactory progress was made with public works, but 

the supply of labour was inadequate and difficult to obtain at 
some of the principal stations, and many works remained uncom
pleted at the end of the year. 

Sanitary improvements made good progress at Accra, where a 
number of new streets have been laid out and completed. 

A suburban area, known as Riponsville, has been demarcated 
and laid out with roads, building sites being sold or leased to 
persons dispossessed of their house or land in connexion with the 
remodelling of the town. 

A sanitary engineer and sanitary foreman have been appointed 
at Accra, to supervise sanitation works generally and especially 
to carry out the schemes of main and subsidiary drainage. 

The more important works commenced, in progress, or com
pleted were:— 

At Accra ; the training college and technical school were com
pleted, and several new streets, with concrete side-channels, were 
constructed. The boys' school was commenced and will be com
pleted in 1910. 

At Axim, the extension of the main drain was commenced and 
almost completed. 

At Tarquah, progress was made with additional European 
quarters and some sanitary improvements were carried out. The 
new post office, court house, gaol, and native hospital were 
nearing completion at the end of the year. 

At Seccondee, the court house and judges' quarters were 
finished and opened officially. An operating room was built in 

Makongo in the Northern Territories. The road is 
being constructed with a ruling gradient of 1 in 15; 
but, so far, a grade of 1 in 20 has been exceeded only 
in two places. The normal cross-section shows a 
width of 29 feet between cutting edges of ditches. 
The average cost per mile has, so far, been £1,102, 
but it is hoped to reduce this rate of expenditure when 
the northern sections, clear of the Ashanti forests, 
are reached. 
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connection with the hospital, and progress was made with the 
post office and additional quarters for the Medical Department. 
An infectious diseases hospital will be completed early in 1910, 
and a large concrete drain has been constructed along the railway 
land. 

At Coomassie, several additions and improvements have been 
carried out, including the new school, some additional European 
quarters, and armouries and new lines were provided for the 
Gold Coast Regiment. 

At Tamale, the new headquarters are practically finished, and 
the primary school was completed. 

During the year 1909 the harbour works breakwater at Accra, 
as originally designed, was practically completed. This work 
was 800 feet in length, but it was subsequently decided to extend 
it for another 250 feet, of which about 30 feet had been set by 
the end of the year. The jetty abutment was completed during 
the year and progress was made with the north and south wing 
walls. It has been decided to extend the length of this jetty from 
270 to 420 feet. 

At Seccondee, good progress was made with the harbour works. 
A railway loop line has been constructed to connect the works 
with the main system. All necessary land has been acquired, 
and buildings, workshops, and bungalows for the staff have been 
erected. 

At the end of the year the detailed scheme for the Accra water 
supply was finally settled and preliminary works were in pro
gress. It is expected that these works and the connected scheme 
for surface drainage will be completed in about three years. 

The plans for the Seccondee water supply scheme were sanc
tioned and work commenced. The period for the completion of 
this work and the connected drainage scheme is put down at 
two years. 

During the year 1909 there was a large increase in the number 
of orders received by the Survey Department for the demarkation 
of mining concessions, and it was found necessary to augment the 
strength of the Department. 

The work done has been almost wholly cadastral; the topo
graphical work in connection with the Ashanti map was carried 
out under the direction of the Intelligence Officer at Coomassie. 

Town surveys have been commenced and are nearing comple
tion at Accra, Seccondee, Coomassie, Tarquah, and Mangoase. 
The following concession surveys were completed during the 
year:— 

Obuosu Concession, 
Tarquah-Prestea Railway Timber Concession, 
Prestea-Huni River Railway Timber Concession, 
Quand Badoo Extension Concession, 
Essikaman Extension Concession, 
South Kawere Concession, 
Cadbury's Mangoase Concession, 

the survey fees for which amounted to £798 12.9. 6d. £866 M a s 
also earned on account of concessions in hand and partially com
pleted, bringing the total receipts to £1,664 12s. 6d. 
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CHANGES IN ESTABLISHMENT. 

During the absence on leave of the Governor, Sir John Rodger, 
K.C.M.G., Major Herbert Bryan, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, 
administered the Government from the 28th March to the 
28th August. Mr. Albert Earnshaw, formerly Stipendiary 
Magistrate in British Guiana, was appointed a Puisne Judge, 
vice Mr. Francis Smith who retired. Mr. Charles Riby 
Williams, C.M.G., Colonial Treasurer, who was appointed 
Treasurer in 1895, retired in August. By the death of Colonel 
Allen Edward Garrard Watherston, C.M.G., Chief Commissioner 
of the Northern Territories, in November, the Colonial Service 
sustained the loss of a most capable, popular, and energetic 
administrator. 

TRANSPORT. 

During the year 1909, a total of 30,516 loads has been handled, 
in this number being included carriers with officers travelling. 
In addition, 1,172 contract carriers or labourers have been sent 
on engagements of six or twelve months' duration. Compared 
with the previous year, the figures are as follows: — 

1908. 1909. 
Loads 28,328 30,515 
Long-service carriers engaged... 1,289 1,138 

The Department has continued to transport mails from 
Coomassie to the northward, depositing bags at Yeji, Eintampo, 
and Sunyani. A total of 569 bags was carried during the year 
1909, being an increase of 234 as compared with 1908. This 
increase is due partly to additional postal matter, and partly 
to the fact that the Northern Territories have not, as heretofore, 
assisted in the carriage of mails. The system has been carried 
out with regularity on the whole, but the heavy rains during 
the latter part of the year caused delays. 

No change has been made in the system of identification and 
other precautionary measures for guaranteeing the safety of loads 
entrusted to carriers. No loads have been lost in transit. 

Some difficulty was experienced in obtaining carriers, mainly 
owing to the demand for labour for public works. The number 
of labourers supplied to mining and other companies was smaller 
than in previous years. 

The following tables show the work done by the Department 
during the year 1909: — 

Seccondee Headquarters. 
Loads. 

Despatched by railway 8,767 
Despatched by carriers 6 
Despatched by sea 369 
Delivered locally . . . 97 
Officials in transit ... 4,062 
Officials travelling 1,136 
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Total at Coomassie ... . . . ... 16,078 

SUITABILITY OF CLIMATE FOE EUROPEANS AND OPENING FOR 
WHITE LABOUR. 

As has been stated in previous reports, the climate of this 
portion of the West Coast is not specially dangerous for Euro
peans, provided that they are of sound constitution and tem
perate habits, that adequate precautions are taken against 
malarial fever, and that residence in the Colony is not unduly 
protracted. Suitable exercise is necessary for the retention of 
mental and physical vigour. The extreme humidity of the 
climate is generally found to be depressing. 

There is, practically speaking, no local demand for white 
labour. All Government officials and the employes of mercantile 
firms and mining companies are engaged at home, and a Euro
pean who comes to the Colony in search of employment will 
rarely find an opening. 

Throughout the Gold Coast wages are high as compared with 
the Eastern Colonies. Domestic servants are paid at rates vary
ing from £1 10s. to <£3 a month; and a good native cook cannot 
be obtained under about £4 a month. Servants of the coolie 
class can be obtained at wages varying from £1 to £1 10s. a 
month. 

The authorized Government wage to carriers is Is. per diem 
and M. subsistence money. Contract labourers earn 255. a month 
and also receive 3d. a day for rations. 

Native artificers find ready employment at rates varying from 
1.?. to 3s. per diem, more especially carpenters, coopers, masons, 
and blacksmiths. 

Speaking generally, the cost of living, except in the Northern 
Territories, is high. Frozen meat of fair quality can be pur
chased from the mail-steamers at the principal ports, and cold 
storage has been established at Seccondee and Tarquah, but 
elsewhere Europeans are dependent to a considerable extent on 
tinned provisions. Goat's flesh and fowls are obtainable in most 

Carriers engaged on contract for Government 885 
Carriers engaged on contract for companies, 

&c. tt« »• • « • • i • • • • • • • • 243 

Coomassie. 
Loads. 

Despatched by railway .. . . . . 372 
Despatched by carriers to the Northern Terri

tories . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 2,075 
Despatched by carriers to stations in Ashanti 928 
Distributed in Coomassie ... 6,812 
Officials in transit . . . 2,701 
Mail-bags 569 
Officials proceeding to Northern Territories ... 993 
Officers and troops in Ashanti ... . . . . . . 1.628 



44 COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL. 

localities, but beef and mutton can usually only be purchased in 
towns where Mohammedan communities have established them
selves. In the Northerti Territories, meat and other food-stuffs 
are both abundant and inexpensive. 

NATIVE AFFAIRS. 

During the year under review the native affairs of the Colony 
present few outstanding features. There was no apparent.unrest 
amongst the natives, either of a political or other significance, 
nor was it necessary to suppress any fetish customs. The divi
sions of 11 chiefs were brought under the operation of the Native 
Jurisdiction Ordinance, 1883. 

Speaking generally, there have been signs of increased pros
perity among the natives, owing principally to the development 
of agriculture and other economic products. A welcome change 
is taking place in the attitude of the people towards cultivators 
of the soil, and the close of the year sees many chiefs and educated 
natives engaged in agricultural pursuits. There has been no 
recrudescence of plague in the Colony, and its inhabitants have 
had every opportunity, of .which they have taken advantage, to 
recover from the vicissitudes of the preceding year. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The year under review was remarkable, even in a decade of 
material progress and development. 

The revenue exceeded expenditure by £44,185; sea-borne trade 
increased by £495,368; the unfunded debt was reduced by 
£20,000; while £13,330 was added to the sinking fund for 
extinguishing the railway loans. 

A great impetus was given to the cultivation of agricultural, 
and the collection of forest, products by the higher prices pre
vailing in Europe, which enabled the Colony fully to recover 
from the effects of the epidemic of plague in 1908. 

Substantial progress has been made with the construction of 
railways, which, in the Western Province, will facilitate trans
port to important mining centres, and in the Eastern Province 
will open up districts rich in agricultural resources. Work on 
the trunk road, destined to join the capitals of Ashanti and the 
Northern Territories, has been rapidly pushed forward; and this 
link between two such important administrative and commercial 
centres will,greatly facilitate the future development of the 
interior. 

The commercial development of the Colony will be much 
accelerated by the harbour works under construction at Accra 
and Seecondee, the former of which will shortly be completed. 
The sanitary conditions and general amenities of life at these 
ports should also be greatly improved by the waterworks schemes 
now in progress. 

A loan of £1,000,000 was raised during the year. The issue 
took the form of 3 | per cent, bonds, and the price realised 
(£99 per cent.) is a satisfactory testimony to the Colony's finan
cial stability. 
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The event of the year which, in the estimation of competent 
observers, is most likely favourably to influence the future of 
the Gold Coast and its inhabitants, was the decision to reform 
the system of education. Under the curriculum prescribed by 
the new rules of the Board of Education, a combined system 
of literary and technical instruction has been adopted in every 
Government and assisted primary school. To enable the neces
sary preliminary training to be obtained, a Government training 
institution for teachers and a technical school have been success
fully opened at Accra, and the new system has been loyally 
supported by the various missionary societies, which h?ive done 
so much for the cause of education in the Gold Coast. 

A serious and comprehensive effort to improve the general 
health conditions is being made throughout the Colony and its 
Dependencies, and a properly-organised sanitary branch of the 
Medical Department has been established, whose sole duties 
consist in the improvement of sanitation. A proportion of the 
sanitary inspectors will, in the first instance, be drawn from the 
West Indies; but the majority of these inspectors will be locally 
trained. 

These various schemes for the improvement of material, social 
and hygienic conditions necessarily involve heavy capital and 
recurrent expenditure; but the revenue continues to expand with, 
and respond to, the development of the country's rich natural 
resources, and the future is full of hope to those who have been 
privileged to participate in furthering the progress of the Gold 
Coast of to-day. 

H . BRYAN, 
Colonial Secretary. 

5th July, 1910. 
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The following recent reports, &c, relating to His Majesty's 
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A N N U A L . 

No. Colony, &c. 

620 Barbados 
621 Trinidad and Tobago ... ... 
022 Strait* Settlements 
623 Somali nd ••• .*• ... ... •< 
624 Mauritius ... ... 
625 St. Vincent... 
626 Jamaica ... , T.. ... »•• 
627 SwaxiUnd .. . . . ... ... 
628 Grenada •< ... ... 
629 Leeward Island* ... 
630 Southern Nigeria 
631 British Honduras 
632 British Guiana 
633 Northern Nigeria ... 
634 BsAUtoland 
636 Kast Africa Protectorate ... 
636 Uganda ... ... ... ... •< 
637 weihaiwei 
638 St. Helena 
639 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast 
640 Ashanti . . . **• ... ••• • 
641 Gambia ... ... ... ... •< 
642 Malta 
643. Seyobelles ... , 
6,44 Colonial Survey Committee 
645 Falkland Islands 
646 Turks and Caicos Islands , 
647 Gibraltar 
648 Sierra Leone 
649 Somaliland ... 
650 Bahamas ... . . . ... ... .< 
651 Tongan Islands Protectorate 
652 Bechuanalaud Protectorate 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 
* * • 
. . . 
. . . 

... 
• * * 
. # 
... 
... ... 
... 

Year. 

1908-1909 

1908 
1908-1909 

1908 
1908-1909 

1&)8 
1908-1909 

1908 

1908-1909 
M 
M 
11 

1909 

» 
»» 

1909-1910 
1909 

1909-1910 
1909 

1909-1910 

1909 
1909-1910 

No. 

65 Uganda 
66 Gold Coast 
67 Southern Nigeria 
68 Do. do. 
69 St. Helena 
70 Colonies 

71 Imperial Institute 
72 Fiji .. . 
73 Jamaica... 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S . 
Colony, &c Subject. 

Sleeping Sickness. 
Forests. 
Mineral Survey, 1905-6. 

do. 1906-7. 
Fisheries. 
List of Laws rotating to Patents, 

Trade Marks, &c. 
Foodstuffs. 
Hurricane, 1910. 
Cayman Islands. 
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