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REPORT ON T H E COLONY AND PROTECTORATE 
OE KENYA EOR THE YEAR 1926. 

t . - ( j K i U U R A i M U c A i i n o - p h . 

The J (.on) a Colony and Protectorate (IJouudarioB) Order in 
t'.mncil, 1920. delink the western boundary of the Colohy anil 
.winded in Kenya an ami on (ho west of Laluj XtuctoU and north 
,! the Uiver Turkwet, Htrutching Pom Mount Ifilgutt k> Mount 
/ u l m on the boundary of the Aoglu-Kgyptian Budun, which had 
j.'.nnorly formed part of tlx? t'gauda Protectorate. The addition 
.! thin Northern Turknna district to Kenyji (J5,y()l square ml loHj 

h i ; increased the area of Kenya Colony and Protectorate to 220,100 
.jtnue milea. The land area h 22l,0bU nquaie mllea and the water 
>ui t,UIi Bqltaro mile*. Tbe water area lueludoB the larger pot-
n-»n of Uake Rudolf and thd eastern walera of the Victoria Nyanza, 
in. hiding the Kavitondo GUlf. 

The Anglo-Italian Juhaland boundary was Under survey and 
d' limitation during the year. 

The Colony and Protectorate of Kenya, in traversed eontrally from 
* I to west by the Kquator and from north to south by Meridian 
l-mo ^7^° KaBt of Greenwich. It extendn from 4° North to 4° 
Sn.ith of the Equator and from #4° Easfc I./ongitnda to 11° Kaat. 

The official time used is the 2 o n e tifne 2 | houra fast on 

W.—GlfiNJULtAti OBBJ.5RVATTONH. 

• Colony and Protectorate wore administered throughout the 
by tli^ Gotcrnar, Lieutenant-Colonel Bit JO. W. M, Grigg, 

i / .<) . , O.M.G., i) .8.U., M.C. 
i ho ftrBfe Conference of Kant African Governor* was held itt 

N robi in January and February, HhJft. The perrnaiient o r g a n i c 
r.-o/i of the Govel-iioto' Conference Beerotariat was approved during 

4;our«o of the year. The Cofiferenee Bfwretoriat is located ill 
> irohi and its ottieea will form a- part of the new Government 
H building now in course of mmtirnetwn. 

'".si second conference of delegate* of unoffieiaf emrirrfrmrtiftt 
he Rant African Territories wart held noder the Chair rrtftrmhip 
h o r d Del an i ere at f/ivingstone, Northern fvhode.ma, in Hep-

• ' . : :S»er f 1926. The conference waj attended by delegates from i-

< i ^ r n RhodeHia, N'yasalaiid, Tanganyika, and Kenya, m<t by & j 
mee of the Premier of Southern Rhodesia. 

; ,»e Legislative Council held *ix melons and ^at on tweM>~nir>e 
:t ^ d u r i n g the e.ourm of the year. Mr, .\f A. Denai, one of the 
.v mooted Indian Unofficial Member*, died on the 14th Jvly, 



The Legislative Council was dissolved, preparatory to tlie 
triennial general elections, on the 21st January, 11)27. The elec 
tions were held during January and Eebnuuy, PJ27, with the 
following returns :— 

Nairobi North, Captain PL E. Ward (i)> 
Nairobi South, Captain H . E . Behwartze (i). 
Mombasa i G. G. Atkinson. 
Coast, Major It. W . 11 Robertson-Eustace, D.S.O. (i). 
Lake, Conway Harvey (i). 
Rift Valley* Lord Delamere (i). 
Plateatl North, Lieut.-Colonel J. G. Kifkwood, O.M.U.. 

D .S .O . 
Plateau Booth, T . J. O'Bhea <i). 
Kenya j Captain E. M . V. Kenealy (i). 
Ukamba, Lieut.-Colonel Lord Francis Scott, D . S . O . (i). 
Kikuyu, Lieut .-Colonel C. G. Durham, D.B.O. 
Indian Electoral Area; A. H . Malik. (Fbtii* vacancies). 
Arab fiiectoral Area, Ilamed Mohamed bin Issa (i). 

(i) An Elee ed Member of the previous Council. 

The constitution of the Council provided for the election of five 
Indian Elected Members and provided further that until such 
Indian Elected Members had been elected there should be live 
Nominated Indian Unofficial Members. The return of one Indian 
Elected Member with four vacancies hn& led to the promulgation 
of Additional Royal Instructions dated ih* 28th March. 19*27, 
under which it is loid down that if after a dissolution of the Council 
less than five persons are elected to be Indian Elected Members, or 
if at any time the number of Indian Elected Members is less than 
five, the vacancy or vacancies so arising may be filled by the 
appointment of Nominated Indian Unofficial Members in the 
following manner :— 

Until the termination of one year from the date of the Additional 
Royal Instructions, nominations may be made from the Indian 
community in general. These nominations will last for not more 
than one year from the date of the Additional Royal Instruction? 
and thereafter nominations will only be made from among those 
persons whose names are entered on the register for the time being 
of voters for the election of Indian Elected Members, prepared in 
accordance with the Legislative Council Ordinance or amendment 
thereto. 

Since January, 1924, when rules were fust introduced enabling 
qualified members of the Indian community to register as voters 
for the election of Indian Elected Members, a small number only 
of qualified Indian residents have entered their names on the roll 
The Indian register, published in June. 392,6. upon which the ejec
tions were held in January contained some 360 names only. The 
object of the Additional Royal Instructions is to afford opportunity 
to the Indian community to make the register of voters represents 



live of the community during the current year with A view to an 
election for Indian Elected Members being hold early in 1928. 

A Commission of Inquiry under the chairmanship of Mr. Justice 
Peetham was appointed in July to make recommendations as to the 
ostabli^hment ot extension of local government for Nairobi, 
Mombasa, and their environs, and for such settled areas as the 
Commissioners might consider td be suitable M the establishment 
of local government. The Commission heard evidence in all parts 
of the settled £reaa of the Colony and presented its report Iti March, 
1987. 

The Colony wag visited during December, 1926, and January, 
mi, by Mr. W , C, Bottomley, C .B . , C.M.CL, O . B . B . , Assistant 
Secretary of the East Africa Department of the Colonial Office, who 
made an extensive tour through native and settled areas in Kenya 
before proceeding to other parts of East Africa. 

The Mombasa Town Plan was pissed and brought Jjrtto opera-
(ion. By the end of the year a sum of approximately ^8,fX)0 had 
been spent from loan funds on the T o w n Planning of Mombasa and 
nearly £36,000 had been spent on improvements and Town Plan
ning in Mombasa Old Town. 

A Nairobi Area Town Planning Authority was appointed in 
March, 1926, with directions to prepare a Town Planning Scheme 
for the central portion of Nairobi, and was given a general 
Authority over an area comprised in a circle of twenty miles 
diameter taking Nairobi House as its centre. At the close ot the 
year the initial stages of its tmk were practically completed. 

A Kenya Advisory Committee was established to work with 
the Advisory Committee in England of the Eastern African 
Dependencies Trade and Information Office as a channel for regular 
reports and the latest and fullest information available. The object 
of the Committee is to give information on land and crops to 
settlers with capita!, to give information about suitable farms 
to apprentices* desiring wotfe on farms, and to provide so far as 
possible for the filling of appointments which will promote the 
in migration of the foreman class, The Committee has helped 
to bring the Colony into touch with such important bodies as th$ 
Umpire Marketing Board who will, it is hoped, be able to assist 
'luhmtriel in this country, in particular the dairy industry. A# 
\ result? of recommendations put forward by *be Kenya Advisory 
Committee', enquiries are being made as tf> the possibility of 
ecuring loan funds for the formation of a Land and Agricultural 
auk, and the Government of the Union of South Africa has 
fferefl to give assistance and advice from the result of experience 
ained in the working of the Land and Agricultural Rank in the 
"nion. 

Plans for the investigation of lake fisheries nave advanced 
wards maturity and it is expected that the fisheries on the Vic-
r i NVanza will he examined during the current year:; No 



suitable arrangements have yet been m a d e for \ marine invest^« 
fiion o f the count fisheries, but the Hoofh African ( lovernrnent h.-i 
shown themselves willing M eo*operate with' Kast African Ooven 
menls in t h e matter and it i$ hoped that it will soon he pon.^il ?> 
to report p rogress 

T h e year was a satisfactory one financially, the C o l o n i a l mirph: 
inereaMing from H 19//2H a M h e e U d of I925 to V/MVl.MS* at 
end of I92fi T h e ftstimntes fof which were passed by f M 
f legislative Council in November , provided fnf a tat to he V<-; <i 
on the (European a n d Indian communi t ies sufficient to c o v e r 
rost respectively of Knrnpenn nod Indian education services, h 
the fo rm of a consumption f n t on wines and spirit 6 , aecompane*?! 
by ft poll res* of thirty shillings pef head for the Knropcan i f l 
twenty shilling** per head for the Indian adult male population 

Kf\eral buildings, to he constructed out o f loan funds, w<u 
begun during the course o f the yerff. These include Hoverum? ? f 

Mouses, Nairobi and Mombasa , nnrl the Rufopeftn Behoof, Nairobi, 
Loan funds have ab?n been expanded on the installation of a mwtfi 
drying a n d a cold storage plant af Kllindini, on w??ter supplied ;d 
Mombasa . Nakuru, and Kisurnu. on fluf TovVn Planning of Mean 
basa. and in advances to the Nairobi Municipali ty, 

Mhips came f ree ly alongside the new deep-wnter b e r t h s at 
Kilihdini (hiring the latter half o f the year, and the eOnstnieMnn 
o f two further deep-water berths has been sanctioned. 

Progress w a s made in the construction o f the main rli tway li"e 
extension with Uganda and of the branch lines in Kenya to Nye*i 
Holai, nnd Kitale. T h e Holni nnd Kitale branches were co?nplH*'»! 
during the year, and the Nyeri Hue w h s opened to public Jr^*' 
as far as Bagaua. T h e main line reached T o r o r o , in 'Pgaud-i. 

in .1anuary, 1927. 

Although the trade statistics indicate decreases as compared with 
the vet urns o f 1925, steady progress has been made in agriculture 
There has been a marked increase in the acreage put under wheat, 
bai ley, a Jul tea, and considerable increases in European arens in 
the cultivation of maize , coffee, sisal, and sugar-cane. The mm 
fail in the densely poputnted native areas o f Nyanxa and Kiknui 
w a s above the average, hut in N"yftitz« crops suffered in c o t t a r 

(jiitiiir a n d yields were low. hYver amongst the inhabitants >• 
N\an/.a restricted the amount o f w o r k done , particularly toward 
the end o f I he year. These fat?tors tended to reduce the output 
of marketable crops , with the result reflected in the schedule of 
agricultural exports o f native origin contained in Appendix I I . 

Measures lor the Improvement ot Native Conditions. 
The m o s t important step taken during the year, m far hs natives 

a ie • encerned. was the final delimitation of the native rcsorv* 
bi)piidariei dcs«;riptioi^ *>f which were published in the Oflh -



':<lic in October, Thi* measure waa infioduerd and a p p r o v e d 

PJ i l and tbe neee.^ary aHiop was then taken Tune u a - \ 
M \ e r . given, f o r objection** to bo latsed to the hmmdarh'M p»o 
ed Hueh o b j e c t i o n s were very few. Thru; a l i l l n a n a l h a 

•\ *maU_!»,rras in reaped o t which a d e r i s i o n I i m m not \e? been 
I n The publication o ! tho^e boundary d 'acriptioi 'm baw he*It 
.-loomed, in particular by the native population, 

I Native Councils have made good pi ogress under the 
•••« -id.'Uey of the j Metric! (Ulirojr*, and niea^ui c h o f considerable 
hoinietralive and social value have r e s i d e d fioui tie ir ddlbora-

hiseU'^sionv which t o o k place in t h e ('emu-ils among the 
u - pro^resaivr t r lhcH indicate comdderalde i c a l b a t f i n n of their 

and re^'pnnsi.bililie^, a n d Heir inn-ii^j in the extension 
durational faeilitio'v |>uHn</ lie* oU ! ;« i n! v a r . vnrjoie- Local 

< l \ o Councils have voted Jo t h i s end a um a f H O o e j j t j n g f'. f;,5M0. 
•eds havi' a l s o b e e n voted for the e x t e n s i o n of m''di>-al >crv i eoH. ' • 

t'\ l a w i wne pascal by the Nairobi \tumefpj*Hy during the 
which aimed, itifn- alitt, at ridding t h e f o w ' i nf undesirable 

while at the name time affording al l p f o p e r protection to' 
" w h o i i i i i i p into the muohipa! area for «anp(ovmenf or other 

hd purpose. \i «s h o p e d t h a t tb ' » 'e bylaw*, wd l h a v e the 
>'. nol o n l y of reducing crun<\ but of profewm;' lea>e.( working 

1 ' from (be importunities' of idle relatives w h o 'ndeavour to 
o their expense. 

t'"'1 Native Labourer^ (JVfedieaf Treatment'* Rules, introduced 
" \ufo^f. I0', ;0. onder the prov"SV./on« of the Master and Servants 

( > - h e M T i e e f mnke it incumbent rm employer* of native labour tof 

: ' i t j :iin a f-upply of necensarv medicine^ on their farms and to 
- a ) ' * * free* medical treatment for their servant5? foi ft }>eriod of 
: ' : " v d a w from the dafo of commencement of i l l n e s s , o f to th& 
^•'5 »f the contractual' |te?iod/ whichever h the km. 

'' >> ( fop fWfnetion anrf Livestock Ordinance. P,)26\ gtven powef 
^ rover nor • i re f 'on n<al to make; ruler* for improving fh# cultural 

rendit ions of any crop and* the quality of agricultural produce, for 
r e - ; b h j n , y the growing of particular kind* of plonfc., for fn'r^moting 

rnprovement of the quality of live -toek and the disp.*vRal 
* -phm anrf undesirable atock. jt i* hopec) that, with careful 

••!! .'!•!'tr.jtion, rn^OH to be made under (hi* Ordinance wi l l rmnrove, 
^ *- fhat (be conditiorirt m overste^-ked area^, the paMtire in which 
> oecomm«2f destroyed hv excen^ivf* ^ra/ir.g 

•^e planting in A-emg carried on in the provinces of Nyanza, : 

l'•••"« u. and tkamba. fn the !ant-named Province, m conjunction 
I I ' ^eheme for the re-eondiiioninff of dentccated area^, -ome 

•^•*M,no \'oimg creen worn planted dnring ISWfi under the an^piees 
^ 1 ^ i^wer<trv f^epavtment and the Machakon I ̂ o^al Native 



The arrangements that were in force in 1925 for the leasing of a 
portion of the Yatta Plains to the Wakamba on payment of a 
grazing fee were continued during 1926 to enable further improve
ments to be effected in the Native Reserve. A sum of £1,700 was 
voted by the Local Native Council for the reconditioning of that 
Reserve, and this is being carried out by the natives of the area, 
under European supervision. 

Towards the end of the year, arrangements were made to detach 
a senior officer of the Administration to study native law and 
customs, in close collaboration with the Governors' Conference 
Statistician. By means of this organisation it is hoped that the 
foundations will be laid for acquiring accurate information in 
regard to vital statistics, birth-rate, death-rate, length of life, and 
other particulars affecting the welfare of the African community. 
Questions of land holding and occupancy, the ideas of industry held 
by the natives, and the economic area which may be adequate for 
the family unit are also to be the subject of close investigation, with 
a view to securing a better general insight into factors affecting 
native welfare throughout the Colony and to obtaining some 
guidance as to the most promising lines of research. 

Public Health. 

During 1926 there was a large increase in the personnel of <he 
Medical Department. Provision had been allowed in Estimates 
for an addition of twenty medical officers to the establishment, and 
the greater number of these new appointments had been made 
before the end of the year. 

This expansion of the Department had been decided upon alter 
consideration of the inadequacy of the previously available staff to 
meet the urgent needs of the Colony and after realisation of the 
necessity for wider and more intensive measures for the treatment 
of disease and the promotion of the public health among the native 
population. In order to provide a medical and public health 
service which should be ?nore adequate to the demands made upon 
it, a large scheme of expansion had been drawn up during 1925; 
the actual increase of staff during 1926 represented the fulfilment 
of the preliminary part of this scheme. 

As a result of the additional staff, it was found possible so to 
augment the headquarters administrative division of the Depart
ment as to enable more time and attention to be devoted to 
problems of public health and departmental supervision and con
trol ; to appoint a senior medical officer for the special duty of 
attention to 'the health of native labour; to station two medical 
officers in the coastal area; and to post additional medical officers 
to four of the larger districts, where previously one medical officer 
had been attempting single-handed to cope with an overwhelming 



amount of work, In addition, the health office staff of Mombasa 
was increased by an assistant medical officer of health to undertake 
the rapidly growing work of the port, and another sanitation officer 
was detailed for posting in the new year, for the inauguration of 
tanitary supervision of the settled areas of Nakuru, Eldoret, and 
Kit-ale. The staff of the Medical Research Laboratory was also 
increased, while the native hospital and other medical institutions 
in Nairobi were assisted by posting to them newly-arrived medical 
officers, for a period of training preliminary to the assumption of 
more responsible duties. 

The development of hospital facilities, so urgently required 
throughout the Colony, has had to wait upon the realisation of the 
extensive building programme which it is proposed to undertake 
with loan funds. In the meantime the work of the hospitals has 
been carried on in the existing temporary and inadequate buildings. 
The total number of cases admitted to the hospitals of the Depart
ment during the year was 29,741, an increase of 3,498 over the 
corresponding figures for the previous year, 

hittle extension was possible in the system of dispensaries in the 
native reserves, since the lack of disciplined and trained native 
dressers makes it impracticable to establish more dispensaries in 
any district than can be closely aupervised by the medical officer. 
Provision for a start to be made in the training and organisation 
of an African Medical Corps was inserted in the Estimates for 
1927. / 

The future of the hospitals in Nairobi has been under considera
tion Throughout the year, and some difficulty has been experienced 
in selecting a site on which permanent and complete hospital 
buildings can be erected. 

With regard to the public health, the outstanding feature of the 
year was the severe and widespread epidemic of malaria which 
occurred during and after the rainy season, This epidemic was 
more serious in its consequences than Sjfny malarial outbreak 
hitherto recorded in the Colony. 42,972 cases received treatment 
at Government hospitals and dispensaries, as against 23,250 in 
19'25. In addition to this, large numbers were treated by private 
practitioners and many thousands of natives received treatment 
tuan their employers on farms and estates. The outbreak was 
particularly noticeable in Nairobi, partly because the cases were 
wider more immediate observation than elsewhere, partly because 
Nairobi has in recent years been relatively free from malaria. All 
na-rs were affected, the disease in Africans being of a severe type 
'villi a high mortality. The epidemic was co-incident with an 
enormous increase in the number of mosquitoes. This recru-
de~ ence of malaria has provided an additional incentive to the 
pr motion of anti-malarial measures both in Nairobi and elsewhere. 



Its intensity is attributed to an abnormally long and unbroken 
series of rainy days with a consequent prolonged absence of 
sunshine. 

Plague continued in endemic form in the Kavirondo and Kikuju 
Reserves; small extensions of the infection occurred in the settled 
districts of the Highlands. In this connection the Department 
has carried out propaganda with a view to improvement in the 
type of housing for native labour on European farms, aad there 
is already evidence of a 'definite advance towards more hygienic 
conditions. Numerous cases of plague occurred throughout the 
year in Nairobi; they were almost entirely confined to those parts 
of the town in which housing conditions are notoriously 
unsatisfactory. 

The campaign against yaws continued in those native districts 
most affected; there is reason to believe that the incidence of the 
disease is decreasing as a result. Much work has been done 
towards ascertaining how far the routine treatment by bismuth 
u effecting permanent cure, although the immediate object is to 
render cases non-effective. It was found possible to carry out 
special measures against yaws in the < Tana Valley, where 
previously no medical assistance had been afforded. 

Smallpox, with the exception of four cases, was absent from 
the Colony throughout the year. In order to ensure a con-
tinuance of this immunity, the wholesale vaccination of the native 
population, instituted during the previous year, was continued. 

Investigation into the problem of sleeping sickness on the Lake 
shore was undertaken in connection with, and with the help of, 
the International Commission on Sleeping Sickness, sitting at 
Entebbe. A complete census of the Lake shore population was 
begun with the object of discovering and treating all existing cases 
and so reducing the risk of the reappearance of the disease in 
epidemic form. 

Special attention was devoted to the question of the nutritional j 
condition of the native population. It has long been thought that I 
much of the sickness and inefficiency of the natives of the Colony j 
may be a consequence of deficiencies in diet. At the instigation I 
of Dr. Orr of the Rowett Institute, the Civil Research Committee J 
took steps in co-operation with the Kenya Government to start I 
a nutritional investigation. One special research officer had I 
arrived in the country at the end of the year. I 

Vital Statistics. I 
A census of the non-native population was taken in February, I 

1926. No such census has yet been taken of the native popula-j 
tion. A fairly accurate count is made annually for taxation pur-j 
poses, but the number of children can only be estimated roughlyI 
and the return of native population is therefore a rough estimate! 
only. Examination of the values given from year to year shows! 
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that no valid conclusions can be drawn from any figures hitherto 
published concerning tm flow of population from district; to district 
or the increase or decrease of numbers in individual districts. 

The following figures show the 1921 and 1926 census returns for 
non-natives ana the estimates of the native population at the end 
of 1921 and 1926. 

— 1921 
Censm. 

1026 
Census. 

Increase 
per certJ. 

Europeans... 
Asiatics (excluding Arabs) . . . . . . 
Ar<»l)3 . . . ••« **» . . . «.i 

9,651 
25,880 
10,102 

12,529 
30,583 
10,557 

30 
18 
4 i 

Afnciuis »»- . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Estimate 
1921. 

2,348,788 

Estimate 
1020. 

2,682,848 19* 

Totals »»* . . . . . . 2,394,421 2,736,517 19* 

Statistics for births, deaths and marriages among Europeans 
during 1926 are not yet available. In Nairobi 119 births among 
Europeans were reported during the year, as compared with 108 
in 1925. Thirty-six deaths occurred among Europeans in Nairobi. 

Statistics for Nairobi) with a total population 6f 32,864, show 
that the crude annual death-rate for 1926 was 22.64 per thousand 
living. The crude European death-rate was 13.5, the Asiatic 
30.3, and the African 17.3 per thousand. Q?he corresponding 
figures for 1925 were: Europeans 10.3, Asiatics 16.1, and 
African 18.3 per thousand. 

Statistics for Mombasa, with a total population of 39,824, show 
that the crude annual death-rate for 1926 Was 19.48 per thousand 
living; The crude European death-rate was 13.31, the Indian 
and Goan 23.37, the Arab 19.69, and the African 18.90 per 
thousand. 

M i g r a t i o n . 

Statistics are kept showing the number of immigrants into 
Kenya, but no machinery exists for the compilation of correspond
ing emigration figures for the Colony alone. 

A general increase in the number of immigrants entering Kenya 
Colony only is reflected during 1926, amounting to 1,137 persons 
of all races and nationalities, of whom 961, or 84 per cent., were 
iKinopeans. 

The Principal Immigration Officer has again received much 
[assistance from shipping companies at the Coast in the compila
tion of statistics relative to emigrants passing through Mombasa 
[from Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, and the Belgian Congo. 

. The native population showed a decrease in 1925 owing to the cession of 
[Jul»aland to Italy. For comparative purposes, the estimated native population of 
tnhahuid at the end of 1921 (97,728) has been deducted from the 1921 estimate. 

f it HI A 5 

» 
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*The comparative figures for the territories mentioned are as 
follows 

Nationality. Immigrants. 
1925. 1926. 

Europeans ... . . . 4,981 6,058 
Indians 
Goans 
Arabs 
Others 

Totals 

9,540 
953 

1,225 
2,076 

9,753 
974 

1,266 
2,086 

Emigrants, 
1925. 1926. 
8,844 4,648 
4,865 6,6-29 

533 638 
911 622 

1,693 2,095 

18,745 20,137 11,846 14,532 

Nationality. 
Europeans 
Indians 
Goans 
Arabs 
Others 

Totals 

1925. 1926. 
4,212 5,173 
7,161 7,271 

754 748 
1,134 1,223 
1,907 1,895 

15,168" 16,305 

I I I .—GOVERNMENT FINANCE. 
The following figures show the financial position of the Colony 

during the last five years : 
Net surplus as at 1st January, 1922 ... 

1922, 
Revenue, £1 649,032. 
Expenditure, £1,972,212. 
Expenditure in excess of Revenue... 

1923. 
Revenue, £1,839,447. 
Expenditure, £2,137,633. 
Expenditure in excess of Revenue... 

1924. 
Revenue, £2,111,565. 
Expenditure, £1,861,511. 
Revenue in excess of Expenditure... 

1925. 
Revenue, £2,480,509. 
Expenditure, £2,339,996. 
Revenue in excess of Expenditure... 

1926. 
Revenue, £2,627,223. 
Expenditure, £2,414,681. 
Revenue in excess of Expenditure... 

Net Surplus as at 31st December, 1926 

£ 
430,522 

250,054 

90,513 

212,542 

£988,631 

323,180 

298,186 

862,265 

£983,631 



The year opened with a surplus of £149,723, and at its close 
there was a surplus a t £362,26$/ the revenue for the year having 
exceeded the expenditure by £212,542. The actual receipts of the 
year exceeded the estimated revenue by £253,229, and the actual 
expenditure exceeded the estimated expenditure by £25,928. 

No change took place during the year in the Funded Public Debt 
of the Colony, which remwned at £8,500,000. 

Of the £5,000,000 raised under Ordinance No. 39 of 1921, the 
balance of £142,818 which remained unexpended at the beginning 
of the year was fully expended in the course of the year. 

Of the Imperial £8,500,000 Loan authorised by Ordinance No. 29 
of 1924, £858,840 was expended during the year, and interest 
amounting to £107,856 was earned on the unexpended balance • 
during 1926. 

I V — T R A D E AND AGRICULTURE. 

Kenya and Uganda, since 1917, have formed one administrative 
unit for purposes of Customs under the control of the Commissioner 
of Customs resident at Mombasa. Complete freedom of trade 
between the two territories exists, and general tariff uniformity 
id observed with Tanganyika Territory. Present legislation permits 
of the movement, without the imposition of duty in the depend
ency of consumption, of goods the growth, produce, or manufac
ture of either Kenya, Uganda, or Tanganyika Territory. Customs 
Management legislation in the three territories has been co-ordi
nated and embodied in the Kenya Customs Management Ordinance, 
1926, and the Uganda Customs Management Ordinance, 1926. 
These Ordinances have been passed by the respective Legislative 
Councils and their simultaneous operation will be effected by pro
clamation in the Official Gazettes of Kenya and Uganda. Pro
vision has been made for the Governments of Kenya and Uganda 
to enter into Customs agreements with neighbouring territories, 
and during the year legislation has been enacted in Tanganyika 
Territory which will enable that Dependency to take similar action. 

The Customs tariff introduced on the 1st January, 1924, and 
slightly amended by minor extensions of the free list in 1925, has 
remained in force during the year, without alteration. 

The detailed statistics of imports and exports contained in the 
succeeding paragraphs amply justify the measure of caution exer
cised in estimating trade prospects for the year under review. An 
uneven distribution of rainfall reduced the anticipated yield of pro
duce in certain areas, and trading activities generally have been-
restricted by prevalent conditions in the world's cotton market, a 
most important factor in relation to the purchasing capacity of 
the native population of Uganda and of the Nyanza Province of 
Kenya. The fall in the price of cotton and the shortage in the 
yield of the maize crop together with a drop in soda exports have 



had an adverse effect on the import and eij>ort trade of the terri-
tpriea, while the industrial unrest in the United Kingdom through
out the year, beginning with the general strike in May, also con
tributed to the decrease. 

Despite these handicaps and the fact that importers generally 
must of necessity hold large and varied stocks of merchandise in 
anticipation of trade demands resulting from the disposal of crops, 
the trade balance of Kenya and Uganda continued to be not un
favourable, relative particulars being as follows :— 

' £ ' £ 
Total imports . . . . . . . . . 9,071,317 
Less value of Government imports 1,390,740 
Total trade imports (including 

goods imported during the year 
and remaining in bond on 31st 
December, 1926)... ... . . . 7,680,577 

Total domestic exports 6,010,386 
Total re-exports . . . 1,834,295 

N . • 7,844,681 

Balance in favour (or 2 per cent) £164,104 

The total volume of import, export, and re-export trade, including 
importations on Government account, specie, and transit and trans
shipment traffic, was valued at £17,208,483, as against £22,228,380 
in 1925, a decrease of 23 per cent. Of this total, goods imported 
and cleared for home consumption represented £7,440,649, as com
pared with clearances valued at £8,061,448 in 1925, the value of 
domestic produce of the two territories exported during the year 
being £6,010,386, as against £7,821,844 in the previous year. It 
should be noted that in cotton exports alone there was a decrease 
in value of £1,687,399. 

As regards the distribution of foreign trade between Kenya and 
Uganda respectively, a close analysis shows that foreign trade 
goods imported intq Uganda and cleared for home consumption in 
that territory amounted in value to £1,964,174, as compared with 
total clearances for home consumption in both territories valued 
at £7,440,849, The origin of domestic produce exported during 
the year was in the following proportion : Uganda £3,696,045, 
Kenya £2,413,341, as against £5,007,315 and £2,724,639 respec
tively in 1925. As trade statistics are based on the landed value 
at the port of importation in the case of imports and the f.o.b. 
value at the port of shipment in the case of exports, the port 
for both territories being Mombasa, the actual trade balances of 
each country cannot be ascertained with any degree of exactitude, 
but it is obvipus that quite apart from the wealth derived from 
the exportation of its own produce the Colony and Protectorate 



of Kenya reaps a very considerable benefit by the transportation, 
through the territory of goods valued at approximately 5 J millions 
sterling in respect of Uganda traffic and approximately £1,300,000 
in respect of Tanganyika Territory traffic, goods to the value of 
152,194 being imported in transit to Tanganyika Territory via 
Mombasa and gobds to the value of £1,250,000 being exported 
from Tanganyika Territory via Mombasa. 

The estimated Customs revenue for the year was £1,120,000, 
or £120,000 in excess of the amount estimated for 1925. Actual 
not revenue amounted to £1,150,593, a decrease of £42,82f as 
compared with 1925 collections, but art increase of £30,593 over 
the original estimate. Of the total amount collected, £737,657 
accrued to Kenya and £412,936 to Uganda. In addition, excise 
dutv collected on beer brewed in Kenya amounted to £1,115, 
as against £733 in 1925 and £426 in 1924. 

Imports. 

Of the total value of trade imports the British Empire provided 
67.73 per cent, (Great Britain 37.12 per cent., British Possessions 
30.61 per cent.) and foreign countries 82.27 pea* cent., this pro
portion being approximately the same as in the previous year. 

Cotton Piece Good*.*-The value of WM imports of cotton 
piece goods of all descriptions amounted to £1,145*324, the total 
amount of duty collected thereon being £227,633. Imports intp 
Uganda wet^ valued at £599,687* or 65 per cent, of combined 
imports of thifc commodity^ and it is estimated that fully 75 per 
cent, of these imports are consumed by the native population. 

The cotton pieca goads marjcet continues to be a valuable one, 
but compared with the total trade imports its relative import
ance is diminishing, the proportion during 1926 being 15 per 
cent, as compared with 20 per cent, in 1925 and 23.6 per cent, 
in 1924. Imports generally show a decrease on the previous 
year's figures, but this is accounted for by ihe drop in the output 
of the Uganda cotton crop and its effect on the spending power 
of the native population. Cotton piece goods of all classes are 
mainly supplied by Great Britain, Japan, Holland, and India. 

I ehicles.-^Motor-cars to the number of 1,403 and of a value 
of £250,456 were imported during the year, the principal sources 
of supply being the United States of America 61 per cent., Canada 
IB per cent., and Great Britain 13 per cent. 1,135 motor-lorries 
and tractors were inlported, valued at £224,949. 61 per cent, 
originated in the United States of America, 20 per cent, in 
Canada, and 10 per cent, in Great Britain. 

As was anticipated, the abnormal importations of 1925 have 
not been continued, but additions to and improvements in the 
road mileage available for motor transport together with increased 



agricultural development in Kenya should create a steady demand 
for the future. Figures relating to the importation of motor
cycles, side-cars, and tri-cars are 602, valued at £25,377, 91 per 
cent, of the total imports originating in Great Britain. 

11,629 bicycles, valued at £94,100, were imported during the 
year, mainly from Great Britain, comparative figures for 1925 
being 23,938 machines valued at £185,024. 

The decrease in imports is mainly accounted for by the falling 
off in the demand for bicycles in Uganda. These machines are 
imported principally for native trade. 

Oils.—As a natural result of the abnormal importations of motor 
vehicles in 1925 and owing to the continued extension of motor 
transport facilities and to the increased use of power-driven agri
cultural and industrial machinery, there has been a steady advance 
in the importation of fuel oils. 2,570,493 gallons of motor spirit, 
valued at £158,958, were imported during the year, this being an 
increase of 591,484 gallons as compared with 1925. 

The quantity of kerosene imported amounted -to 1,712,266 
gallons, as against 1,483,106 gallons in 1925; 

Importations of heavy fuel-oils amounted to 5,731,483 gallons, 
as compared with 8,217,403 gallons in 1925. The bulk of this 
oil is imported either for subsequent re-exportation as fuel for 
vessels using the port of Mombasa or for the use of the Kenya 
and Uganda Railway. The decrease in quantity is accounted 
for by the diversion from the East Coast route of oil-driven vessels 
during the coal strike .in the United Kingdom. 

The importation of oils is principally in the hands of three 
companies, viz., the British Imperial Oil Co., the Vacuum Oil 
Co., and the Anglo-Persiari Oil Co. Heavy fuel-oil is imported 
in bulk, and the British Imperial Oil Co. handle bulk imports of 
petrol and kerosene at their oil installation at Shimamzi, to which 
considerable extensions have been made during the year. 

Machinery.—During the year importations of industrial machinery 
amounted in value to £134,467, and agricultural machinery 
imports were valued at £88,372. The total value of machinery 
of all descriptions imported was £300,692, or a decrease of £81,695 
as compared with 1925 figures. It should be observed, however, 
that importations of agricultural machinery as against those of 
1925 show an increase in value of £17,609, an indication that 
additional areas of land are under mechanical cultivation. 

Wheat Meal'and Flour.—The continued expansion of the local 
flour-milling industry has not prevented an increase in importa
tions, which amounted to 58,257 cwt., valued at £57,929, as 
compared with the previous year's figures of 53,657 cwt., valued 
at £56,364. 



Bice.—The markets of Kenya and Uganda provide a valuable 
outlet for the exportable surplus of rice produced in Tanganyika 
Territory. Imports amounted to 142,158 cwt., valued at £145,241, 
and 48.6 per cent, of this quantity originated in Tanganyika Terri
tory. The quantity imported in 1925 was 147,505 cwt., and the 
decrease in 1926 importations reflects increased rice production in 
Kenya. 

Tea.—Fairly extensive areas are under cultivation, and drying 
plant and machinery are in course of installation. Tea imports 
during the year were 6,901 cwt., valued at £72,761, approximately 
the same figures as for 1925. 

Sugar.—Locally-manufactured sugar to the amount of 23,839 
cwt. was exported during the year, and supplies have been avail
able for consumption in Kenya and Uganda. Imports of sugar 
amounted to 19,567 cwt., valued at £20,865, as against the 1925 
figures of 27,161 cwt., valued at £32,475. It is hoped that in 
the near future supplies of sugar for the East African Depend
encies will be drawn from the locally-grown product. 

Salt.—Advantage has not been taken of the facilities afforded 
by Government for the local production of salt in, the Kenya 
coastal area. Imports during the year show a substantial increase, 
the comparative figures being as follows :— 

cwt. £ 
1925 146,616 20,065 
1926 177,354 24,579 

4 

Re-Exports, Transit, and Transhipment. 

The entrep6t trade of Mombasa, including transit and tranship
ment traffic, is of considerable and continually growing importance, 
as, apart from the dock and transport facilities available, the 
geographical situation in relation to neighbouring territories is 
favourable to the holding of stocks of all varieties of goods, either 
in bond or duty paid, for sale as opportunity offers in the markets 
of Zanzibar, Tanganyika Territory, Italian East Africa, and the 
Belgian Congo. The following are the comparative figures for the 
years 1925 and 1926 • 

1925. 1926. 
£ £ 

Re-exports ... 1,477,576 1,591,671 
Transit ... 141,081 120,861 
Transhipment ... 165,767 171,624 

Exports. 

General—The export trade of Kenya and Uganda consists 
mainly of agricultural products. Although an uneven distribution 
of rainfall reduced the anticipated yield of produce in certain areas. 



steady development can be recorded except in the case of the 
export of cotton from Uganda. The output of this commodity has 
been affected by adverse market conditions. A very large propor
tion of the local produce exported is shipped to Empire markets, 
75.7 per cent, being sent to destinations in the British Empire 
as compared with 84.2 per cent, in 1925. An increase has taken 
place in shipments to Japan, the percentage figure in 1926 being 
7.8 as against 2.1 in 1925. This is explained by the fact that 
direct shipments to Japan have to a large extent replaced the 
previous procedure of forwarding produce via Bombay for sub
sequent transhipment. 

Gotton.—Notwithstanding a decrease in quantity from 785,849 
centals in 1925 to 724,699 centals in 1926 together with a drop 
in the market price, this commodity heads the list of domestic 
exports with a value of £8,056,940, or 50.8 per cent, of the total 
exports, as against £4,694,339, or 60 per cent., in 1925. 
723,438 centals originated in Uganda and 1,261 centals in Kenya. 
The export of cotton seed amounted to 35,365 tons. 

Coffee.—The adverse weather conditions prevalent towards the 
end of 1925 account for a decrease in the quantity exported during 
the year, which amounted to 174,181 cwt., valued at £895,080 
as compared with 177,141 cwt., valued at £963,920, in 1925. 
Great Britain continued to be the principal market for this product. 

SisalsProduction has continued to increase in the sisal fibre 
industry, and 14,928 tons, valued at £579,499, were exported 
during the year as compared with 14,363 tons, valued at £531,129, 
in 1925. 

Maize.—Adverse weather conditions have resulted in a reduction 
in the quantity exported during the vear, comparative figures being 
929,178 cwt,, valued at £280,596, for 1926 as against 1,219,076 
cwt., valued at £416,964, for 1925. 

Hides and Skim.—The, value of hides and skins exported during 
the year was £272,327, as compared with £858,953 in 1925 The 
principal sources of supply are the Native Reserves. 

Agriculture. 

The rainfall was generally above normal and on the whole it 
was a favourable season, although in some districts crops suffered 
from an excess of rain. The yields of maize were high in most 
districts, though disappointing in one or two on account of weather 
conditions. 

In the Native Reserves fears were entertained for a time in 
regard to food supplies, but except in the eastern part of North 
Kavirondo crops were sufficient to ensure the sustenance of the 
people until the new seasons' plantings were well advanced. 



Market prices of some agricultural exports fell slightly towards 
the latter half of the year, nptabty in the case of ma&e, coffee < 
cotton, and efeal, making it more than ever necessary that tber 
costs of production should be closely watched. Greater gtlentioipr 
is being paid to economy in labour and methods and to timely 
operations on the land in order to secure the best returns. 

Increasing attention is being given to the use of agricultural 
tractors, power machinery and labour-saving implements and 
appliances. 

The apprehension indicated last year on account of insufficiency 
of labour has been removed to an appreciable degree. African 
labourers have been offering their services in increasing numbers 
and it cannot be said, except in rare cases, that production au4 
development suffered through an insufficiency of unskilled labour. 
The average number of labourers employed monthly coring the 
agricultural census year from 1st August, 1925, to 31st July, 19:26$ 
was 6,Q84, or 7.75 per cent, more than that of the previous census 
year. 

Towards the end of 1926 the cold storage plant at Kilindini 
was put into commission, but demands on the part of the public 
for space are at present small. 

Mr. A. D. Lewis, Director of Irrigation in the Union of South 
Africa, who visited Kenya at the end of 1925, presented a com* 
prehensive report upon the position in regard to irrigation and 
water supply. Mr. Lewis came to the conclusion that " the 
immediate possibilities of an extensive iirigation scheme in the 
country are exceedingly poor / ' but he considered that "there is 
a reasonable prospect of finding water by boring over large areas 
of the country in sufficient quantities to establish water centres 
for stock purposes and at smaller cost than in any other way." 
Four boring machines have been ordered and the unalienated area 
from Sultan Hamud to Makindu has been selected as the area in 
which work should start with a view to running in the machines 
and to training the operators tq local conditions. 

Professor Sir Rowland Biffen, the eminent English wheat-
breeder, made an extensive tour of the wheat-growing districts 
to advise upon the wheat industry, with particular reference to 
plant-breeding services. He reported very hopefully on the 
industry, which has been greatly stimulated as a result of Professor 
Riffen's visit. Steps have been taken to extend plant-breeding 
services and to open a plant-breeding station for wheat at Njoro. 

At the instance of the Committee of Civil Research, Dr. J. B . 
Or-, Head of the Rowett Research Institute, Aberdeen, visited 
Kenya with a view to examining the nrospects for research worl? 
in connection with malnutrition and deficiency diseases, Experi
ments have been begun at four centres upon the feeding of cattle 
:nul sheep. , ; 



The number ot i&umumu kmi^-r- "*,<ufar ^ u p u w a o increased 
from 1,695 in 19.45 to l . ^ w m «n devour w& made 
in the compilation of ilm A^nr4^ m for IVhM to ascertain 
the total nuinl>er of £ufopm*#' ot? a^wultural under
takings. The relura«« lu&.aWt «mt jilttfopeai^ art w> 
engaged. 

The total area cnlti » H on KuRtpoau Imim advanced from 
an average of aero* per occupmr in JMstt la 256 acres per 
occupier in 1926. la 1WU1 ih# figure wa# IH acres per occupier. 
Including the development through live *tock ox* a basis of six 
acres per head for cattle and three wree j * * * ' head for small stock, 
the average development by each European holding is 1,311 acres, 
a total of 9,370,000 acres out of m occupied farm area of 4,588,000 
acres. i 

The following are the muin crops produced on European 
holdings:— 

Maize.—The acreage under maize increased by 24 per cent, 
in the year to 193,187 acres (some of this increase is accounted 
for by the alteration of the date of the census return figures from 
the end of June to the end of July), The average yield of maize 
over the whole country is about six bags per acre, Greater interest 
is being taken in the maintenance of soil fertility by means of 
the application of manures and the introduction of rotations 
including green manures. 542,852 bags of maize were offered for 
grading during the year. It is estimated that 22 per cent, of 
this maize emanated from native sources. An innovation was 
introduced in the bulk shipment of maize. Maize from 69,000 
hags Was shipped in bulk. 106,000 bags of maize were conditioned 
during the year, and the conditioning plant had to be worked at 
very high pressure during the last quarter. 

Coffee.—The season was, on the whole, good, especially in the 
largest coffee^producing areas. The acreage under coffee increased I 
from 65,140 acres in 1924-25 to 68,950 acres in 1925-26, and the I 
quantity exported was 5,757 cwt. in excess of that for 1924-25, I 
showing an increase in export value from £723,180 in 1924-25 to I 
£747,453 in 1925-26. The coffee industry provides nearly one- I 
third of the total agricultural exports from the Colony. Thirty- I 
nine per cent, of the European occupiers are coffee planters. I 

The production of coffee has not increased in proportion to the I 
increase of acreage coming into bearing. This may be accounted I 
for by the facts that on some estates a proportion of the crop was I 
lost through shortage of labour, that many acres,are not being I 
properly pruned, and that largo areas have been stumped and I 
these are non-productive for two years afterwards. I 

It was decided to carry out trials of 1 • Robusta " types of coffee I 
as well as "Liberica M along the coast in co-operation with I 
planters, and numbers of plants of each type were secured for I 
trial purposes from the Amani Institute, I 
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Stoal.—The acreage under aisal hm been increased by 14 per 
cent, to 60,197 acres. This industiy is in a flourishing condition. 
Three-fifths of the sisal planted is more than three years old and 
available for cutting. The exports increased from 287,260 cwt. 
in 1925 to 294,668 c w t v valued at £579,499, in 1926. 

Wheat.—The area put under wheat more than doubled between 
VM and 1926. 80 s069 bags were harvested in 1925-26, as com
pared with 61,067 bags in the previous year. Though good yields 
are obtained in individual cases, the average still remains low. 
The advantage possessed by wheat in respect of ease of handling 
and low labour requirements, and the comparatively,high prices 
realised, have greatly stimulated wheat production. Continued 
progress for another year or two should enable the acreage of 
wheat planted to satisfy the needs of Kenya and neighbouring 
territories in respect of wheat and wheat flour. A Wheat 
Growers' Association was formed during the year. Important 
work was done in the raising of rust-resistant wheats possessing 
high yield and good milling qualities. Substantial progress has 
been made, and it is expected that within a few years the industry 
will be placed in a more secure position. Eight mills are in 
operation and 63,511 bags of wheat were milled during the year. 

Other Crops.—Large increases are recorded in the area put 
under barley and tea. The production of sugar is steadily 
increasing. There was a decrease in the export of copra owing 
to the greater extent to which copra is used locally for the 
manufacture of soap. 

Native Agriculture. 

Mass issues of seed have been made and these seed issues are 
making the** influence felt in native crops, though in some cases 
irregular use is made of it and there is some wastage. Progress 
in the use of labour-saving appliances has been noticeable, par
ticularly in the Nyanza province. In that province, 87 ploughs, 
227 grist mills, and 23 sots of millstones were procured in 1926 by 
the more intelligent natives. Some progress has also been made 
in Kikuyu province in the provision of lorries and ox-carts for 
the transport of produce to rail and market, There is great scope 
for the economic and profitable use of implements and transport 
vehicles in native reserves, but the natives themselves appear to 
be slow to take advantage of them. 

Maize.—The main issue of seed of 1 1 Flat White n maize was 
made in North Kavirondo in order to introduce a good type of 
maize in an extensive area to be served by the new railway to 
Uganda. Considerable quantities of maize were exported from 
Kikuyu country on the new Nyeri Railway. On account of the wet 
season in both Kikuyu and Kavirondo country, maize from these 
areas possessed a high moisture content in excess of the limit for 
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export purposes and, with attendant risJtp of rejection aqd c<?sts of 
conditioning, buyers offered lower prices to the native producer. 
On the coast, issues were made in the Digo and IviUft districts and 
good yields were reported. 

Cotton.—Great dissatisfaction with the prices paid in 1925 was 
shown by the native growers, and as a result a much smaller acreage 
was planted in 1926. Yields were poor owing largely to the general 
indifference shown by the natives towards thit? crop. 

8tivv-Sim.—The acreage under this crop is increasing, particu
larly in parts of Kavirondo, where it is tending to displace cotton. 
It is well suited to native agricultural practice and has the added 
merit of being useful as food. Issues of seed were also made at the 
coast and the results are promising, 

General.—The cultivation of buckwheat is being seriously under
taken. It has proved suitable in the drier areas, and on account 
of j.ts rapid growth and utility for food purposes it is a valuable 
crop when famine conditions are threatened. Good yields were 
obtained from a ton of rice seed distributed in North Kavirondo and 
an increased acreage was put under rice in the Kilifi area on the 
coast. >/ 

Seven Native Agricultural Shows were held, two in Nyanza, one 
in Kikuyu, one in Ukamba, and three in coast districts. A 
marked improvement in the quality of the exhibits was again 
noticed and, though the average number of exhibits was lower than 
last year, this was almost entirely due to the elimination of poor 
exhibits. 

Live Stock.—It is estimated that stock in the possession of 
natives, other than those on Buropean holdings, includes :— 

Cattle ... 8,250,000 
Sheep 
Goats 
Donkeys 
Camels 

2,660,000 
3,650,000 

35,000 
160,000 

The abnormally high prices realised for cattle in 1925, both for 
slaughter and draught purposes, were not maintained. Natives are 
taking advantage of facilities afforded for tb$ protection of their 
cattle against rinderpest and pleuropneumonia. The result of 
veterinary work at stations in native reserves, to which native 
owners bring their cattle for inoculation, continue to be 
encouraging. 

Instruction in tba preparation of hides and skins has been 
systematically undertaken with great success at one important 
centre in the Kavjrpndo Reserve. 

Centres have been established for the manufacture of ghee. 
A schedule showing the estimated value of tb# principal agricul

tural exports of native origin appears as Appendift j T t o this report. 
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European hite Stock Industry. 

There was a decrease of 1.46 per cent, in the total number of 
cattle for 1926, there being a drop of nearly 6,000 head in " breed
ing stock." Importations of pure-bred cattle fell from 164 head in 
1925 to 52 head in 1926. Of the 52 head imported, 45 were bulls 
and seven were cows and heifers. There was an increase of nearly 
16 per cent, in the number of wool-bearing sheep and the export 
of wool has gtownfrotti 4,948 cwt. in 1925 to 7,454 cwt., valued 
at £62,450, in 1926. There has been a small increase in pigs and 
a substantial increase in poultry. 

Agricultural Shows. 

In addition to the Native Agricultural Shows, two successful 
shows were held at Nakuru in January and December under the 
auspices of the Agricultural and Horticultural1 Society. 

Agricultural Conferences. 

The first South and East African Agricultural Conference 
assembled in Nairobi during August and was attended by delegates 
from all British South and East African territories, and from 
Portuguese East Africa, Mozambique, the Belgian ()ongo, and 
Italian Somaliland, , 

Financial 

The net cost of services rendered by the Agricultural department, 
including the Veterinary and Veterinary Research Divisions, was 
£73,370; the revenue derived from inoculations against rinderpest 
and similar services amounted to £25,320. 

V .—LAND. 

The total area of land alienated as at the 31st December, 1926, 
was 6,006,774 acres, as compared with 5,745,607 acres on the 
31st December, 192$, 616,175 acres are freehold and 6,489,599 
acres leasehold. 

The area of grants registered during the year was 332,684 acres, 
compared with 317,258 acres for the previous year, and the area 
of surrenders was 72,516 acres. 

Two auctions of farms were held at which 84,626 acres realised 
the sum of £16,588. 

Sales of township plots were held at Kibwezi, Nanyuki, Nyeri, 
Nakuru, and Nairobi. 

The revenue derived from sales and rents of land, survey fees, 
sale of maps, & c , amounted to £104,632. 

The area of the 387 sub-divisional surveys submitted during the 
year by licensed sttfveyofs wad 127,900 acres, compared with 
202,848 acres in 1925 and 216.421 in 1924. 
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This marked falling off is not due to a lack of contemplated 
schemes of sub-division but rather to a temporary shortage of sur
veyors, many of whom were engaged on the Mombasa Town Plan
ning Scheme for the latter half of the year. 

During the year under review the Trans-Nzoia and Uasin Gishu 
districts formed the main fields of activity, whilst in other parts 
closer settlement seems generally to follow the new railway routes. 

The descriptions of the boundaries of native reserves were pub
lished in a special issue of the Official Gazette on 18th October, 
1926. 

Begistration transactions during the year totalled 14,187, as 
against 12,695 for 1925. The revenue derived from registration 
fees, stamp duties, and conveyancing fees amounted to £59,556, 
as compared with £57,380 in the previous year. 

Mines. 

Twenty-one prospecting licences were issued and nine claims 
registered in Nairobi, as apart from those issued in the various 
districts. 

Forests. 

The quantity of forest produce disposed of, the cash revenue, and 
the number of seedling trees raised and the acreages reafforested 
all showed large increases over the corresponding figures of any 
previous year. 

During the year the Mount Elgon and Elgeyo-Marakwet forests, 
totalling approximately 286,000 acres, were finally demarcated 
and proclaimed as Forest Beserves. 

The total area of Forest Beserves is estimated to be 2,503,250 
acres. In addition there remain one large forest on Crown land 
and considerable areas in the Masai. Nandi, and Marakwet Native 
Beserves still to be demarcated. The area of these may be esti
mated at 500,000 acres, making a total for the Colony's forest areas 
of approximately three million acres. Of this area, the potential 
timber-producing area is estimated to total 1,850,000 acres, the 
remaining area comprising rock and moorland, summits of the 
mountains, bamboo and grass glades. 

In the established Forest Beserves the area carrying merchant
able stands of timber, apart from the question of accessibility, is 
estimated at 742,000 acres. Of this area, approximately 198,000 
acres are subject to existing saw-milling licences. 

The local demand for timber continued to be very active and was 
more satisfactorily met by the saw-millers than in the previous 
year. The total quantity sold from the Forest Beserves amounted 
to 1,316,566 cubic feet, an increase of 44 per cent, over the figure 
for 1925. 
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The prices of timber remained steady at about the level of the 
previous year. The average selling prices in Nairobi for sawn 
timber per ton were :—cedar Sh.240/-, podocarpus Sh.198/-, and 
camphor Sh.480/-. 

Exports amounted to 97,105 cubic feet of timber and 378,600 
mangrove poles. The figures for 1925 were 69,425 cubic feet and 
638,300 poles. In addition, there is a large and increasing export 
of Kenya timber to Uganda. 

Imports for Kenya and Uganda amounted to 283,000 cubic feet, 
compared with 206,000 cubic feet the previous year. Of the total 
import, 133,000 cubic feet were for Government use. . 

Most local timber is still used in a very green condition. During 
the year, the Government obtained the advice of the South 
African Government timber seasoning expert, and as a result of 
his recommendations work was started on the construction of 
seasoning kilns for the purpose of seasoning timber required for 
Government use. 

The export of cedar for pencil manufacture did not make the 
material progress that had been hoped for. Enquiries, however, 
became more numerous towards the end of the year, especially 
from Europe, India, and the United States. Firms which formerly 
rejected the wood are finding that after proper seasoning it is 
entirely suitable. 

The quantity of firewood sold from the Forest Reserves was 
5.207,400 cubic feet, an increase of 52 per cent, over the total for 
the previous year. The Railway Administration used 10,472,600 
cubic feet, of which 36 per cent, was supplied from the Forest 
Reserves as compared with 17 per cent, in 1925. 

* Mangrove bark suffered a slump during the year, only 189 tons 
being exported owing to a fall in the demand in Europe. The 
export of gum copal increased from 25,900 lb. to "38,500 lb. The 
collection of wild rubber from landolphia vines was greatly stimu
lated by the rise in prices. Little or none had been collected for 
many years. The royalty was reduced to ten cents of a shilling 
per lb. , and during the year 28,400 lb. were exported. 

Experiments were continued with the cultivation of cascara and 
chaulmoogra oil yielding trees. The latter proved difficult to pro
pagate. Reports from the Imperial Institute proved that the 
medicinal properties of the Kenya-grown cascara bark were quite 
satisfactory. 

There were no serious forest fires during the year, though a large 
quantity of stacked fuel was destroyed by a fire on a fuel area. 

The area planted was 3,047 acres. The largest area previously 
planted in any one year was 2,177 acres. The increase is amply 
sufficient to replace the timber and fuel cut during the year, but 



the planting of at least 5,000 acres annually is considered necessary 
to satisfy timber requirements of the future, With a margin for 
export. 

The planted area was made up as follows :— 
Acres, 

Pencil cedar 880 
Other indigenous timber species ... ... ... 276 
Exotic timber species .. . ... 274 
Fuel plantations ... ... ... ... ... 1,195 
Mangroves 442 

Thirty-nine nurseries were maintained and 4,183,000 plants were 
raised, an increase of 110,000 over the figures for 1925. A nursery 
was opened in Kitale township for the sale of plants to the public 
and with a view to the formation of a large plantation there. The 
number of trees sold was 472,000, compared with 245,000 the 
previous year. Approximately four tons three cwt. of seeds were 
collected, including a large quantity of eucalyptus seed, though the 
bulk of the requirements of the latter still has to be purchased 
abroad. 

The demarcation of the Mount Elgon,Elgeyo, and Meru forests 
was completed and the first two were proclaimed as forest Reserves. 

Detailed interior surveys were made and maps prepared of the 
Kikuyu, South Ngong, 01 Bolossat, and portions of the East Mau. 
Solai, South-West Man forests, totalling approximately 136,000 
acres on a scale of 1:25,000 or larger. In addition, many recon
naissance surveys were made and also a detailed plan of the 
Ngomeni mangrove swamps (8,400 acres). 

Large numbers of herbarium specimens of the forest flora were 
sent to the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, and the Imperial Forestry % 

Institute, Oxford, for identification. Specimens of the local 
timbers were sent to the Forest Products Research Laboratory of 
the Imperial Forestry Institute, from whom slides and micro-photo
graphs were obtained. To test rates of growth of different species 
under different conditions, 52 permanent sample plots were laid 
out in plantations and natural forest. 

Forestry in Native Reserves. 
There appears to be an awakening of interest by many Native 

Councils regarding afforestation in their Reserves. In the 
Machakos Reserve 260 lacres were successfully planted by the 
Forest Department, in addition to considerable areas planted by 
the Local Native Council. In Meru and Elgeyo the forests were 
managed by the Forest Department and the net revenue paid into 
native funds. In the Nyanza province the Administration made 
strong efforts to encourage planting in each Reserve. It has not 
as yet been possible to bring the Masai and Nandi forests inider 
any form oi management. 
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Financial. 

The cash revenue was £36,938, compared with £25,457 in the 
previous year. 

The expenditure was £29,125, compared with £27,925 in 1926. 
The revenue was 45 per cent, greater than in any previous year. 
All revenue heads showed an increase, but the largest was that of 
timber sales, which increased from £17,7.47 to £24,635. An appre
ciable portion of the revenue was produced by plantations made 
within the life4ime of the Forest Department, and such planta* 
tions are becoming increasingly remunerative each year. 

VI .—LEGISLATION. 

The first Revised Edition of the Laws of Kenya was brought 
into operation on the 1st July, 1926. 

Thirty*four Ordinances were assented to during the year, of 
which the following are the most important :— 

1. The Bankruptcy Ordinance (No. 1 of 1926).—This Ordinance 
repeals the application to the Colony of the Indian Provincial In-
solvency Act, 1907. The Ordnance closely follows the Imperial 
Statute, 4 and 5 Geo. V . Ch. 59, 

2. The Game Birds Protection Ordinance (No, 8 of 1926),—The 
Schedule to the Ordinance contains lists of birds which may not 
be killed or captured without a Bird Licence or without a special 
licence. Close seasons may be proclaimed in regard to the whole 
or any specified part of the Colony. The sale of game birds dead 
or alive is forbidden. The snaring of game birds or taking their 
eggs without permission of the Game Warden is prohibited. 

3. The Estate Duty (Consolidation) Ordinance (No. 13 of 1926), 
—Estate duty is payable on the deceased's immovable property 
situate in the Colony, and, in case deceased WCVH domiciled in the 
Colony, on the movable property wherever situate. A rebate is 
allowed in respect of duty paid in the United Kingdom or a British 
possession on property there situate passing on the same death. 
No probate or letters of administration are to ipue until the 
requirements of the Ordinance have been complied with. 

4. The Criminal haw (Amendment) Ordinance (No, 15 of 1926). 
- Provides that rape shall be punishable with death or with im
prisonment for life or for a term hot less than three years. A 
fine may also be. imposed. 

5. The Carriage of Goods by Sea Ordinance (No. 16 of 1926) — 
Closely follows 14 and 15 Geo. V. Ch. 22. 

6. The Customs Management Ordinance (Afa. 25 of 1926).—Th<r 
provisions of the Ordinance follow closely similar legislation in 
other countries and particularly the Tanganyika Territory Customs 
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Ordinance, 1922. Powers are conferred upon the Governor-in-
Council to enter into agreement with the Government of any 
territory in Eastern Africa being a portion of the British dominions 
or a protectorate or a mandated territory for free trade between 
Kenya and the territory in the products of each. 

7. The Custody of Children Ordinance (No. 27 of 1926).—Pro-
vides that when a parent has abandoned a child the Court may 
refuse the parent's application for a writ for the production of 
the child. Where a child is being brought up by another person 
the Court may, if it orders the child to be given up to the parent, 
further order the parent to pay to that person the costs properly 
incurred in bringing up the child. A parent who has abandoned 
his child or allowed him to be brought up by another person at 
that person's expense must satisfy the Court that having regard 
to the welfare of the child he is a fit person to have the custody 
of the child. Where a parent has been convicted of certain offences 
in respect of the child the Court may order the child to be taken 
out of his custody. The Ordinance is based mainly on the Im
perial Custody of Children Act, 1891. 

VII.—EDUCATION. 

Government schools have been established for the provision of 
education of European, Indian, Arab, and African children. 
Private and missionary enterprise supplements State institutions; 
the latter is largely subsidised from Government funds. 

The Administration was strengthened during the year by the 
addition of a Superintendent of Technical Education and three 
Inspectors of Schools. The work of these officers has been con
cerned mainly with Arab and African education, but they have 
also been used as occasion required in respect of European and 
Indian schools. Their appointment has enabled the Department 
to begin an educational survey of the Colony and the division of 
districts into school sectors on the lines of the organisation adopted 
in New Zealand and other Dominions. Initial work in this direc
tion was done in the Kyambu area of the Kikuyu Native Reserve, 
and investigations have been made in the Digo district on the 
coast. 

The Central Advisory Committees have met regularly and have 
given useful advice. 

European Education. 

There are Government schools at Nairobi, Nakuru, Eldoret, 
Kitale, Nanyuki, and Thika. During the year, money was voted 
from loan funds for the erection of improved a,nd extended school 
accommodation at the first four of these centres and also for the 
establishment of a Boys' Secondary School at Kabete. Building 
on the Junior High School, Nairobi, began during the year. 
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Private schools, notably Kenton College for boys and Lore to 
Convent for girls, maintain a high standard of attendance and 
attainment. There are seven rural schools on farms in the Uasin 
Gishu, six of which are supported by State funds, while one is 
State-aided. ' 

The average number of European children in attendance at alt 
European schools during the year was 909. Of these, 604 were 
at Government schools, 97 at State-aided schools, and 208 at 
private schools. 

The cost of European education, exclusive of administration ex
penses and the cost of buildings, totalled £24,824 in 1926. 

Indian Education. 

There are Government schools at Nairobi, Mombasa, Lamu, and 
Kisumu, and thirteen assisted schools. During the year, money 
was voted from loan funds for the erection of improved and ex
tended accommodation for the Nairobi Indian school. The erection 
of this school, which is estimated to cost £60,000, will, it is hoped, 
begin before the end of 1927. 

The average number of Indian children in attendance at all 
Indian schools during the year was 1,947. Of these, 1,020 were at 
Government schools, 708 at State-aided schools, and 219 at private 
schools. 

The cost of Indian education, exclusive of administration 
expenses, in 1926 totalled £14,470. 

Arab Education. 

Arab schools are established at Mombasa, Malindi, and Mambrui. 
The average attendance in 1926 was 398. 

African Education. 

Government schools exist at Kabete, Waa, Nandi, Kericho, 
Machakos, Narok, and there is a Jeanes School at Kabete for the 
training of supervisors of African village schools. Schools are 
maintained by all the principal missionary societies. There are 
also Police schools in many important centres and large numbers 
of village schools situated throughout the native reserves. 

The average attendance in Government schools during 1926 
totalled i,296. Attendance at the Native Industrial Training 
Depot at Kabete rose from 82 to 140 during the course of the 
year. The average attendance in African assisted schools and 
in private schools, the majority of which are village schools, 
totalled 53,025. No accurate comparative figure for 1925 is avail
able. That for 1924 was 21,539. 



30 

During the year the Alliance High School at Kikuyu wad opened 
for the higher education of Africans with a view to training thern 
for the more abstract work of professional and commercial life, 

The cost of Arab arid African education, exclusive of administra
tion expenses, during 1926 totalled £53,418. 

VUL—COMMUNICATIONS. 

Railways and Marine. 

During the year, the High Commissionership for transport was 
established, the office of High Commissioner being held by the 
Officer Administering the Government of Kenya. The Inter-
Colonial Railway Council held five meetings during 1926; three in 
Kenya, and two in Uganda. 

Earnings for the yea? amounted to £2,058,710, and the ordinary 
working expenditure to £1,216,773, the surplus of receipts over 
ordinary working expenditure being £841,937. After allowing for 
contributions to renewals funds,interest charges, &c., the net surplus 
of this excess for transfer to betterment funds 'amounted to 
£207,795. 

The carriage of public goods provided a revenue of £1,614,399. 
and the tonnage of this traffic amounted to 573,282 tons, as com
pared with £1,580,642 and 534,474 tons during the previous year. 
The revenue derived from passenger traffic also showed an increase 
over that of 1925, viz., in 1926 991,758 passengers contributed a 
revenue of £255,511 as against 913,640 passengers and £225,548 
in 1925. 

Natives continued to use the railway in increasing numbers. 
Some difficulty was experienced in providing sufficient rolling-stock 
for third-class passengers owing to delays in delivery of new stock, 
brought about by the coal strike. Motor-car competition continues 
to reduce the number of short passenger journeys. The following 
figures show the number of passengers carried under different 
classes :— 

1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. Total 
1925 . . . . . . 16,745 57,530 839,365 913,640 
1926 19,272 62,847 910,134 991,753 

The tonnage carried by lake-steamer services showed a small 
decrease, from 197,629 tons in 1925 to 195,830 tons in 1926. 

The total tonnage carried by the motor service was 7,915 tons in 
1926, as compared with 6,757 tons in 1925. 

3 There was an improvement in the supply of wood fuel as com
pared with 1925. Reliable forest areas have been obtained in the 
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Nairobi-Kisumu section, and it is not anticipated that there will be 
any difficulty in obtaining the total fuel requirements in that area 
for some years. The following figures show the consumption of 
coal, wood, and oil fuel during the year :— 

m a . ;.•;.;:>•;':! 1925. • ̂  

Tom. Tons. 

Coal . . . . . . . . . 40,989 51,536 
Wood . . . ... . . . . . . 91,252 81,056 
Oil •». •«. >•• . . . 7,281 9,073 

Relaying of the main line with 80-lb. material has been com* 
pleted froin the coast to Makindu, with the exception of Mombasa 
Island and one or two loops at wayside stations. The latter works 
were delayed by non-receipt of material owing to the coal strike in 
England. The work of strengthening bridges and culverts to carry 
engines with 18-ton axl§~l6ads has progressed satjsfaQtoriJy, 

Rails have been renewed throughout the line as required. Heavy 
work has been carried out between Nakuru and the Lake, and the 
renewal programme or* the Kisumu section has been completed. 
Two new diversions of about a mile long were completed and 
opened for traffic between Magadi Junction and Athi River. These 
diversions, together with the regrades previously completed, leave 
a ruling gxadp of 1.18 per cent, compensated from Nairobi to 
Kilindini, 

The total r<?ute mileage of line open at the close of the year was 
1128, excluding loops and industrial sidings. On the Thika-Nyeri 
branch the section Punda Milia to Sagana was handed over for 
open-line working during the year. It was decided to make Narro 
Mora, sixteen miles beyond Nyeri, the terminus for the present <* 
this branch. The completed branch lines to Solai and Kitale were 
taken over on the 1st July, 1926. Considerable delay took place 
at the Turbo end of the Uganda extension owing to the failure 
of certain earthwork contractors to complete their contracts by the 
specified dates, but towards the end of the year platelaying proceeded 
more rapidly and the girders over the Malaba River on the Kenya 
and Uganda border were launched before Christmas. The section 
from Turbo to Malaba was opened for the carriage of goods 
traffic, under construction arrangements, on the 15th January, 
1927. Railhead reached Tororo towards the end of January, 1927. 
The section in Uganda from Mbulamuti to the Mpologoma Swamp 
was opened for traffic, under construction arrangements, on the 
1st January, 1927. 

The cost of the Uasin Gishu Railway has now reached the £gur# 
of £2,375,768, or £16,731 per mile. 
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At the end df the year the following lines were under con. 
* traction :— 

Miles. 
Kenya,—Thika extension ... . . . ... 48 

Uganda extension—Turbo to Uganda Border... 79 
Uganda.—Uganda extension—Kenya Border to 

Mbulamuti ... ... ... 106 

Total ... ... ... . . . 233 
•' > * . 

Further surveys and reconnaissances were carried out to ascer
tain the merits of future branch lines towards productive areas. 
These include a survey from Tororo through Mbale to Soroti, 
surveys for alternative routes to Kampala, a survey from Kampala 
westwards towards Bombo, and a survey of the proposed North 
Kavirondo bratich line. 

The figures for 1926 indicate that the progress made in 1925 has 
been well maintained. Traffic has moved smoothly and rapidly 
over the whole system. No difficulties are anticipated during the 
present year. A record maize crop has been dealt with at a rate 
some two or three times faster than in any previous year. 

Port. \ 
Following the recommendations of the Port Commission of 

Inquiry, which reported in December, 1925, separate financial pro
vision was made for Port Services by means of Port Estimates. 
No decision had been arrived at by the end of the year under review 
in regard to the control of the Port, though a decision has sub
sequently been reached. 

For the purpose of control and management during the year 
1926, the Port was declared a Railway service as a provisional 
arrangement in order to enable the Railway to carry on the pre
vious system of control and responsibility. A Port Manager was 
appointed and steps were taken to put the Port organisation on a 
sound basis. 

The Consulting Engineers have been engaged in preparing a 
report on the development of Kilindini Harbour. Work on two 
more deep-water berths has already begun. 

Shipping, 

During 1926, the Port of Mombasa was served by eight regular 
lines of steamers from Europe, i.e., the Union-Castle Mail Steam
ship Co., Ltd., the British India Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., the 
Messageries Maritimes, the Italia Navigation Company, the Clan, 
Ellerman and Harrison Line, the Holland-East Africa Line, the 
Deutsche Ost Afrika Linie, and the Osaka Shosen Kaisha Line. 
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In addition to these services, calls were made by Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, Danish and Norwegian Lines, and several miscellaneous 
oil and coal steamers discharged full cargoes at the Port. 

A fortnightly service between Bombay and Durban, calling both 
ways at Mombasa, has been maintained by the British India Steam 
Navigation Co., Ltd. Coastal services by this line and by 
Messrs. Cowasjee Dinshaw and Bros, steamers have been fairly 
regular. -

The total steam tonnage (mercantile) entered in the Protectorate 
ports during the year amounted to 1,479,046 tons net, represented 
by 605 steamers. These figures show an increase of 267,217 tons 
and 87 steamers, as compared with figures for the previous year. 
In gross tonnage, the figures are: 1925, 2,025,629 tons; 1926, 
2,465,244 ions. The total tonnage of sailing vessels entered in the 
Protectorate ports during 1926 was 76,624 tons, represented by 
3,529 vessels, an increase of 16,346 tons and 508 vessels. The 
dhow traffic which, owing to trade depression, had slackened during 
previous years, shows a considerable increase. 

The figures for Mombasa were 622 steamers, of 1,444,320 tons 
net, against 440 steamers, of 1,180,498 tons net, for 1925, an 
increase of 82 steamers and 268,827 tons. The tonnage of sailing 
vessels amounted to 34,624 tons, represented by 1,537 vessels, an 
increase of 10,249 tons and 257 vessels over the previous year. 

Revenue derived from port dues amounted to £11,204, an 
increase of £621 over the previous year. Corresponding increases 
have resulted also in light dues and pilotage fees. The increases 
in these dues are the result of the steady increase in tonnage 
and in the number of ships visiting the Port of Mombasa. 

Approximately 685,000 shipping tons of cargo (368,588 tons 
inwards and 266,140 tons outwards) were dealt with, and 40,579 
passengers passed through the Port of (Mombasa during 1926. 

The first steamer to be berthed at the new quay was the 
S.S. " Clan Mackenzie V on the 28th July, 1926. This was done 
for the purpose of landing heavy locomotives. The S.S. 1 1 Riet-
fonlein," berthing at the quay on the 29th August, 1926, was 
the first ship brought alongside for discharging cargo. Since that 
date 4he two berths have been in almost constant use, both for 
passenger and cargo steamers. 

Roads. 

Excluding the roads in Nairobi township, which are under the 
Nairobi Municipality, the total expenditure during 1926 on the 
construction of new roads and bridges of importance was £27,285, 
and the sum spent on the maintenance and improvement of the 
existing road system, inclusive of the opening up of new tracks of 
minor importance, was £96,489. 
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Of tie latter sum, £10,851 were exjpended on township roads; 
£49,890 on main roads in European and native areas; £18,121 on 
district roads in European areas; £5,988 on native reserve roads; 
£3,396 on unclassified tracks; and £8,244 on the repair and recon-
struction of bridges. 

There are approximately 4,240 miles of main and district roads 
of importance, in addition to various tracks and native reserve 
roads, of uncertain mileage, Whiiih are not yet of importance 
as traffic carriers. The average expenditure per mile on the 
maintenance arid improvement of the main and district roads was 
about £17 10^., including bridge repairs and renewals. 

With the exception of the streets in the more important towns 
and certain main country roads leading into them, the public 
roads of Kenya have not been provided with! special wearing 
surfaces; they are earth roads, some of which have been drained 
and formed to camber; most of them are merely tracks, which 
are passable by wheeled vehicles with facility in dry weather, 
But only with difficulty during wet weather. They are equipped 
with bridges and culverts in widely different degrees. 

Most of the work on construction, improvement, and main-
tenance was performed by contract with local farmers and others 

••in European areas, and by collaboration with the Administration 
in native reserves. District Road Boards in settled areas gave 
much assistance by arranging local contracts and tendering advice. 

The gradual replacement of old bridges of temporary type by 
structures of a more lasting type of construction was continued 
during the year, and the improvement of tracks by the adoption 
of better alignments! and by forming and draining progressed. 
Some extension of the use of mechanical plant for forming and 
maintaining earth roads took place. Traffic has increased greatly 
with the development of the Colony and the extended use of 
motor vehicles. 

Posts and Telegraplm, 
The scheme under which the Postal and Telegraph services of 

Kenya and Uganda are amalgamated under the control of the 
Postmaster-General at Nairobi continued to work smoothly. The 
scheme was reviewed during the year by a small committee*repre* 
sentative of both territories, and certain minor modifications were 
introduced which had for their object still greater exactitude in 
the allocation of revenue and expenditure between the two 
territories. 

Although the financial result of the year's work does not reflect 
the same degree of expansion as in the previous year, it indicates 
steady progress in all branches of the department, particularly in 
Kejjiya. The following comparative statement shows the expen
diture, cash revenue, and value of free services rendered to other 
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Government departments during the year under review and the 
three previous years J— 

Excess or 
Deficit of 

(b) over (a). 

. (e) 
i 

5,974 Deficit 
10,691 Excess 
35,126 
33,577 

Value of Excess 
V ft ft 1» Expen dash official of (b) 
1 Cur. diture. Revenue: free ttnd (c) 

services. over (a). 

(a) i Hi m , It) (d) 
£ £ £ £ 

1923 138,261 132,287 31,749 25,775 
1924' 139,790 150,481 33,500 44,191 
1925 146,309 181,435 15,696 50,822 
1926 157,390 190,967 » 16,105 49,682 

The foregoing statement does not include the value of free 
services performed by other Government departments for the Post 
Office, which are estimated at £16,415. 

To the total cash revenue of £190,967, Kenya contributed 
£148,258 and Uganda £42,709, whilst of the total expenditure of 
£157,390, £110,288 was expended in Kenya and £47,-102 in 
Uganda. Kenya revenue shows an increase of 7.1 per cent, over 
the previous year and recurrent expenditure an increase of 6.4 per 
cent. Kenya capital expenditure amounted to £5,135, as 
compared with £2,560 in 1928. 

The estimated number of letters, postcards, book packets, and 
samples dealt with during the year was 11,451,700, representing 
an increase of 26.6 per cent, over the 1925 figures. Parcel post 
work showed an increase of 1 per cent, over the previous year's 
working, 187,856 parcels having been dealt with. The cash-on-
delivery system, which is restricted to i^feat Britain, Northern 
Ireland, and the Irish JPree State, is increasing in popularity, the 
articles dealt with showing ah increase oveir the previous year 
of 27 9 per cent, in number and 31.1 per cent, in value. An 
increased number of registered articles was also handled. 

The Value of the money-orders issued and paid in Kenya was 
£443,379, m compared with £480,967 in 1929, the respective 
figures for Uganda being £416,236 and £505,011. The decreases 
shown are wholly due to a falling off in the number and value of 
money-orders issued in Uganda for payment in Uganda and Kenya, 
and are attributed to the relatively poor cotton season in Uganda 
in 1926 as compared with that of the previous year. 

The valu6 of money, orders issued on other countries rose, in 
Kenya from £157,391 in 1925 to £171,920 in 1926, and in Uganda 
from £59,348 to £72,841. Remittances to India increased from 
£176,979 to £210,080, or 18.7 per cent. 

The total number of inland telegrams and cablegrams dealt 
with during the year was 395,759 and 126,285, respectively, bting 
increases of 8,7 per cent, and 9.3 per cent, respectively over, th$ 



figures for the preceding year. Cable traffic to and from Great 
Britain and the Irish Free State represented 46 per cent, of the 
total overseas traffic. The number of telegrams transmitted 
over the land lines to South Africa totalled 57,701, an increase of 
26.7 per cen«. over the figures for 1925. 

The rate of demand for telephone service in urban areas showed 
a tendency to increase and this, coupled with the delay which 
occurred in the arrival of material from England in consequence of 
the strike, led towards tho end of the year to requests for oonnec-
tions to existing exchanges falling somewhat into arrear. Efforts 
are being made to stimulate a demand among farmers for '•' party 
telephone lines " in the country districts. Specially low subscrip
tion rates are granted in cases \ /here farmers are prepared to co
operate with the Post Office in the erection of lines by providing 
wooden poles and free transport for material. The response so far 
has not, however, been up to expectations. 

Overseas telegraph communications were, on the whole, satisfac
torily maintained. Two interruptions lasting 16 days occurred in 
the Mombasa-Zanzibar cable. Traffic was diverted via the Mombasa 
and Zanzibar wireless stations and via the land lines to Dar-es-
Salaam and no serious inconvenience or delay was caused. 

The number of mails despatched to Great Britain totalled 71, as 
compared with 65 in 1925, and the number received as 79, as com
pared with 75. The average time of transit between Mombasa and 
London was 19 days homeward and 21.4 days outward, as com
pared with 19.5 days and 21.8 days, respectively, in 1925. The 
number of mails despatched to India and South Africa totalled 32 
and 41, respectively, and the number received 26 and 76. Not
withstanding the fact that the number of mails despatched to and 
received from Great Britain averages well over one per week in 
each direction, the Colony still labours under the disadvantage of 
not having a regular mail service with Great Britain. 

Engineering construction work during the year was confined 
almost entirely to telegraph lines required in connection with new 
railway branch lines and extensions. 

The Post Office Savings Bank continues to show a steady develop
ment. Deposits, at £65,999, exceeded withdrawals, at £58,246, 
by £7,753, whilst the total number of accounts at the end of the 
year was 4,505, an increase of nearly 500 on the figures for 1925. 
The total balance due to depositors at the end of the year was 
£64,721, of which £6,539 stood in the names of Africans, an in
crease, in the case of the latter, of 38 per cent, on the previous 
year's balance of £4,725. 

The progress made in training African telegraphists continues, 
on the whole, to be satisfactory. The proportion of wastage is 
high, but this is inevitable. It is a matter for regret, however, 



that efforts- made to induce educated Africans to undergo training 
tor service in the engineering branch of the Post Office and Tele
graphs Department are still proving unsuccessful., ! 

IX .—CLIMATE. ; 

The outstanding feature of the climatic conditions of Kenya is 
the very considerable daily range of temperature amounting at 
times to 40° Eah. and more. The relation between ilimatic 
factors; and crop yields has not been scientifically investigated, but 
it seems probable th&t the great variety in Kenya agricultural pro
duce depends largely on this factor. Steps are being tiken to 
organise an efficient East African climatic survey which, it is hoped, 
will include returns from all Colonies comprising the East African 
Territories. 

There are two rainfall areas in Kenya, separated by the Eift 
Valley- The eastern plateau has two centres of moderately heavy 
rainfall, one in the vicinity of Mount Kenya, the other between 
Naivasha and Nyeri on the Aberdares. The greater parti of the 
western plateau has a rainfall of over 60 inches. Nairobi is* within 
the rainfall contour of 30 to 40 inches. 

The distribution of rainfall is being carefully analysed and the 
records of the various stations reduced to a standard period of 
twenty years—1906 to 1926. 

No accurate wind. directions or velocities have been secured in 
any part of the Colony. So far as can be judged from pilot balloon 
observations made since December, 1926, a calm zone exists above 
he surface trade wind currents at an altitude of about 2,000 metres. 
•Vbove this calm zone a strong north-easterly current is observed, 
uid it appears that the altitude at which this current is encountered 
aries according to the weather types which pass over the Colony. 

Occasionally, and for short periods, the north-east wind blows with 
onsiderable strength over the Highlands of Kenya. 

Records are compiled at 209 meteorological stations, of which 
134 are private stations situated in the farm areas. The following 
table indicates temperature and rainfall conditions at various 
tations : — \ 
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3d 

Sohedule showing the |i^Prin^pal. ^ p o r t s of Kenya during 

Article*. Unit of 
Vote. 

Article*. Quantity, 
1926. me. me. 

, Ooff06 ••• »*• 
2. Sisal and sisal t o * m 
3. Maize . . . . . . . . . 
4. Hides . . . 
5. Carbonate of soda . . . . . . 
6. Sesame seed (Sim-sim) 

n . . . 

Owl* 
Ton* 
Owl. 
Owt. 
$dn* 
Ton* 

147,267 
14,363 

1,819,076 
62,064 
48-306 
3,030 

140,920 
14,928 

9J»,178 
61,631 
1»,4« 
8 805 

& 
825,901 
631,129 
416,964 
268,067 
213,680 
64,840 

£ 
747,196 
679,499 
180,696 
180,423 
87,426 
76,669 

APPENDIX IL 

Estimated Value of the Principal Articles of Agricultural Hxports of 
native origin for the last three years. 

Article 1924. 192S. im. 

. Hides . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. Sim-sim . . . . . . . . . 

. Mtiize . . . .»i . . . . . . 
, Skins •»« »<« . . . 
• Cotton . . . 
». Groundnut! . . . 
. Copra and Coconuts . . . . . . 
i Pulse . . . . . . «•• .... 
1. Animate . . i . . . . . . 

Total (all exports) . . . . .• 

& 
121,000 
84,000 

180,000 
80,000 
11,860 
26,000 
86,000 
16,000 
20,000 

& 
210,000 
66,000 

100,000 
60,000 
41,000 
19|000 
28,000 
16,000 
16,800 

& 
140,000 
76,600 
70,000 
61,000 
32,760 
31000 
20,600 
20,400 
11,000 

. Hides . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. Sim-sim . . . . . . . . . 

. Mtiize . . . .»i . . . . . . 
, Skins •»« »<« . . . 
• Cotton . . . 
». Groundnut! . . . 
. Copra and Coconuts . . . . . . 
i Pulse . . . . . . «•• .... 
1. Animate . . i . . . . . . 

Total (all exports) . . . . .• 480,860 

• ""X" • ' " 

664,666 470,760 

APPENDIX 1 


