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t 
extraordinary 
creatures it is 
possible to 
conceive. 
They had 
huge round 
bodies-or 
rather heads 
-about four 
feet in uia-

had no ncs­
trils , indeed, 
the 1\lartians 
do not seu11 
to !~ave !:ad 
any H'n>e of 
smell, but il 
had a pair d 

//~ Q*)~<:·--;:1 {£;/ \'"'~ ~/"~ ./": r'l .,_... ;/ 
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which the n opened, and the heart 
and its vess fftrange as it may seem 
to a human being,~ll the complex apparatus 
of digestion which makes up the bulk 
of our bodies, did not exist in the 
Martians. 1 They did not eat, much less 
digest. Instead, they took the fresh living 
blood of other creatures and injected it into 

their own 
veins. I have 
myself seen 
this being 
done, ut, 
squeamish s 
I may seem, 
cannot bring 
myself to de-
scribe what I 

\\·atching. Let 
it suffice. 
blood ob­
tained [rom a 
still living 
animal, in 
most cases 
from a human 
being, was run 
directly by 
means o[ a 
little pipette 
into the reci- 0 0fd!J 
pient vesseJr--

[The bare 
idea of this is 
no doubt hor­
ribly repulsive 
to us, but at 
the same time 
I think that we 
should re­
member how 
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one might have thought a very trivial par­
ticular. l\Iicro-organisms, which cause so 
much disease and pain on earth, have either 
nc\·er appeared upon l\Iars, or l\Iartian 
sanitary science eliminated them ages ago. 
J.3Nt sf tAat I 11 ill • tite msr8 at length late!. 
~ speaking of the differences between 

the life on Mars and terrestrial life, I may 
allude here to the curious suggestions of the 
Red Weed . Apparently, the vegetable king­
dom in l\Iars, instead of having green for a 
dominant colour, is of a vivid blood-red tint. 
At any rate, the seeds which the l\Iartians 
(intentionally or accidentally) brought with 
them, in all cases, gave rise to red coloured 
growths. Only that now known popularly as 
the Red Weed, however, gained any footing 
in competition with terrestrial forms. For a 
time, the Red Weed grew with astonishing 
vigour and luxuriance. It spread up the 
sides of the pit, by the third or fourth day of 
our imprisonment, and its cactus-like branches 

formed a carmine \\. .. 
fringe to the edges of 
our triangular window. And 
afterwards I found it broadcast 
throughout the county, and especially wher-

was a stream of water. - ., 'T! 
LThe l\Iartians wore no clothing((hefr con-~ -"" 

ceptions of ornament and decorum were 
necessarily different from ours, and not only 
were they evidently much less sensible of 
changes of temperature than we are, but 
changes of pressure do not seem to have 
affected their health at all seriously. But if 
they wore no clothing, yet it was in the other 
artificial additions to their bodily resources, 
certainly, that their great superiority over man 
lay . ...::> 

(_ We men, with our bicycles and road 
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