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On June 1st, 2002, at 3:00 
pm, 60 senior students from 
University Laboratory High 
School started their com
mencement ceremony: the 
culmination of the last five 
years of their lives and the be
ginning of the journey to 

overcome the 
next un-
known in 
their paths. 
The cer
emonybegan 
with the stu-
dents sitting at the front of the Tryon Festival Theatre in 
the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts. As David Sims 

(1-r,t-b ): Joined by the occasional underclassman, 
the Graduation Choir say farewell in their own 
musical way; Noah thinks, "I'm outta here!!;" 
the class as they wave their light up fish in the air; 
Snazzy, Smita, and Andy in robe; the class during 
Mrs. Laughlin's commencement address; Maria
-and those shoes! ; Connie and Flynn one last time; 
Balint smiling after he gets his diploma; the 
graduates as they exit up the stairs; Melissa, 
Stephanie, Jocelyn, Katie, Abby, and Molly say 
goodbye .. .for now. 

began the welcoming speech, the restless 
fidgeting and rustling of papers ceased, and 
the dull roar of voices quieted. The students 
started to reflect upon their careers at Uni 
High and ponder what course their lives 
would take in the future. The next to wish 
the graduates farewell was the Graduation 
Choir, led by Rick Murphy. Marilyn Bant then 

'uni' -luminated the class of 
2002 with light up plastic fish. 
Mrs. Laughlin gave a wonder
ful farewell speech, sharing 
small anecdotes of each stud
ent with the assembly of par
ents, friends, and families. 
The class of 2002 then re
ceived their diplomas and as 

the graduates made their way back up the steps, they left their 
seats vacant for the onlookers to contemplate the symbol of 
yet another group moving on to new beginnings; perhaps not 
burning old bridges, but certainly on their way to building new 
ones. 

By 
Natalie 

Prochaska 
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