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I • —"GENERAL*
Administration.
The Government of the Colony was administered during the Financial
Year by Dr. J. C. Maxwell, C.M.G., Colonial Secretary, from 2nd April,
1923, to 17th August, 1923 ; and by Mr. A. J. Philbrick, C.B.E., Chief
Commissioner of the Northern Territories from the 18th August, 1923,
to 1st October, 1923 ; The Governor and Commander in Chief, Brigadier
General Sir F. Gordon Guggisberg, K.CM.G,, D.S.O., returned from
leave on the 2nd October, 1923, and resumed the administration of the
Government until the 30th March, 1924.

Honours.
Companionship of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George was conferred by His Majesty the King upon Dr.
David Alexander, Director of Medical and Sanitary Services.
His Majesty the King approved of the following appointments ; —
Arthur James Philbrick, Esquire, Chief Commissioner of the
Northern Territories as a Commander of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire, Civil Division.
Dr. Benjamin William Quartey-Papafio, M.D., Unofficial
Member of the Legislative Council, as an Officer of the Most
Excellent Order of the British Empire, Civil Division.
Appointments.
The following appointments were made during the financial year : —
Mr. John Maxwell, C.M.G.. Secretary for Native Affairs,
was promoted to be Chief Commissioner of Ashanti; vice Mr.
C H. Harper, C.M.G., O.B.E., retired.
Mr. C. W. Welman, Deputy Secretary for Native Affairs,
was promoted to be Secretary for Native Affairs.
Mr. William Plunkett Michelin was appointed Puisne Judge
of the Supreme Court.
Mr. H. E. G. Bartlett, Deputy Provincial Commissioner,
was promoted to be Provincial Commissioner; vice Mr. H. B.
Popham retired.
Mr. E. H. Bleasdell was promoted to be Deputy Provincial
Commissioner.
Mr. L. A. King-Church, Deputy Conservator of Forests,
was promoted to be Conservator of Forests.

Captain A. W, Norris, District Commissioner, was promoted
to be Deputy Provincial Commissioner.
Mr. A, F. J. McMullin, Senior Collector of Customs, was
promoted to be Provincial Collector of Customs, vice Mr. H. D.
France retired.
Mr. S. R. Messum, Senior Collector of Customs, was promoted
to be Provincial Collector of Customs.

Obituary,
The following deaths occurred during the financial year: —
1. Mr. Robert Charles Stanser Bowker, Assistant District Com
missioner.
2. Mr. Cecil Douglas Trotter, District Commissioner.
3. Captain Denis Joseph Fitzgerald O'Donoghue, L.R.C.P.,
L.R.C.S., D.P.H., D.T.M., R.A.M.C, (Res.) Medical
Officer of Health.
4. Mr. Sidney Gavine, Senior Hydraulic Engineer, Public Works
Department.
5. Mr. Francis John Hanney, Foreman of Works, Public Works
Department.
6. Mr. William Peddie McLaren, Foreman of Works, Government
Railways.
7. Mr. John Thomas Tillotson, District Traffic Officer, Govern*
ment Railways.
8. Mr. John Herbert O'Callaghan, Telegraph Engineer, Posts and
Telegraphs Department.
9. Mr. Herbert Bates Dalton, Surveyor, Survey Department.
10. Mr. Douglas Talbot Dawson, Late District Surveyor, Posts
and Telegraphs Department (Pensioner).
11. Mr. John Williams, Late District Postmaster (Pensioner).
12. Mr. Joseph Abraham Cullip, Late Locomotive Driver
(Pensioner).
13. Major Reginald Edward Firminger, Late Inspector, Gold
Coast Constabulary (Pensioner}.

Establishment.
The European establishment of the Colony and its Dependencies
during the financial year was 994.

Gold Coast Regiment.
The military forces of the Colony consist of the Gold Coast Regiment,
West African Frontier Force. The Regiment is recruited from the
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast, and is officered by Officers
seconded from the Imperial Army.

II.—FINANCIAL.
Revenue*
The revenue for the year amounted to £3,742,834 being the highest
on record in the history of the Colony.
The following table affords a more detailed comparison between
1922-1923 and 1923-24:—
1

1922-23.

Head of Revenue.

1.
2.
345.
6.
78.
910.

Customs
Light Dues
Licences
Fees of Court, e t c
Railways
Posts & Telegraphs
Rent of Govt Lands
Interest
Miscellaneous
Land Sales
Investment Depre
ciation Account

1923-24.

£
£
2,035,359 2.154.707
2,893
3.645
87,884
78,325
148,218
139.478
892,115 1,011,744
68,624'
73.572
9,918
9.432
72,241
48,728
49,271
143.638
232
6

Increase.

Decrease.

£
119.348
752
9.559

£

—
—
—

8,740

—
—

119,629
4.948

• 486
23,513

—

94,367

226

—

70,000

70,000

—

3.357.196

3.742,834

418,603

32,965
1

Net Increase £385,638.
Customs and Railway Receipts continue to be the chief sources of
Revenue, and the following table shows how large a proportion is due to
Customs receipts :—
*
RAII-WAYS,

CUSTOMS.

Year.
Receipts.

779.593
768,829
828,015
1,132,000
893.785
619.973
1,672,423
2,281,820
1.777.350
2,035,359
2,154.707

Percentage
to total
revenue.

Receipts.

£

I

357.329
380,716
445,898
505.665
494.338
453.250
663,976
735.837
796,343
892.115
1.011,744

27
28
30
27
30
35
26
20
26
27
27

164,644
184,168
182,2x7
198,324
236,001
225.451
264,960
704.J15
442,827
429,722
576,333

Percentage
to total
revenue.

Receipts.

60
58
57
62
55
48
64
61
59
60
58

£
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921-22
1922-23 . .
1923-34 . .

OTHER

SOURCES.

Percentage
to total
revenue.

13
13
11
15
17
10
19
15
13
15
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Expenditure.
The expenditure for the year was £4,105,938 and is therefore more
than that for 1922-23 by £1,170,944.
The following table gives a comparison of the Expenditure for the
years 1922-2 j and 1923-24 :—

Head of Expenditure.

1922-23

1923-24

Increase. Decrease.
!

£
1.
2.
3.
45.
6.
78.
910.
11.
12.
1314.
16.
1718.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

W.

The Governor
Supreme Court
Law Officers . .
.. j
Colonial Secretary's
Office, etc. . .
.. |
Printing Office
Native Affairs
Political Adminis
tration
Ashanti and N.T.
Judiciary
Treasury
Audit Department
Customs
Customs Preventive
Service
Marine
Railways
Posts and Telegraphs
Medical Department . .
Sanitation
Medical Research
Veterinary
Education
Agriculture
Forestry
Mines
Geological Survey
Gold Coast Regiment
Volunteers
Police
Prisons
Public Cemeteries
Survey Department . .
Northern Territories
Constabulary

£

12,561
21,659
7,576

11,411
23,915
7,326

25,958
23,804
4>073

25,907
29,066
3,448

130,452

126,295

£

£
1.150

2,256

—

250
-5,262

5i
625
4-157

•

2,613
3i,398
11,129
58,837

4,066
29,862
n,349
59,489

21,090
5>563
397,020
104,695
122,813
92,580
6,435
10,158
100,074
52,555
19,242
4,129
9,672
88,564
7i5
113,383
44,600
3,132
51,948

23,779
5,866
541,230
109,641
118,898
96,253
4,943
9,466
111,222
45,136
18,450
3,326
9,734
90,842
1,019
112,602
46,750
3,093
43,632

2,639
298
144,210
4,946*

20,041

24,626

4.585

i,453

—

220
632

1.536

—

—
—>

3,915
3,673

—

1,492
692

11,148

—
—
62
2,278
304

7,419
792
803

_
,

78l
2,150
39
8,316

—

GOLD COAST,
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\

Head of Expenditure.

1922-23.

Increase. Decrease.

1923-24-

i
3233343536.
3738.
39.
40.
41.
42.

Motor Trans. Dept.
Miscellaneous Service
Pensions and
Gratuities
;
Public Debt Charges
Public Works Dept.
Public Works Annual
ly Recurrent .•
Public Works Extra
ordinary
Railways—Capital
Improvements
Posts and Telegraphs
Extraordinary
Special Departmental
Expenditure . .
Expenditure on Loan
Works

i

\

—

;

28,482
98,724

28,070
64,168

87,678
382,452
171,801

99.263
407.426
162,850

190,877

178,374

12,503

178,617

122,207

67.939

10,390

57^49

7.743

16,145

8^02

257,179

257,179

950,814

950,814

300,824

1

—

412
34^56

11,585
24^74
8,951

,

v

2,934.994

4.105,938

1,439,140 J 268,196

The yearly revenue and expenditure for the period 1915 to 1923-24
is shown below :—
Year.

Revenue,

i
J

i9 5
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921-22
1922-23
1923-24

1,456,130
1,835,989
1,624,124
1,298,674
2,601,360
3,721,772
3,016,520
3,357.196
3.742,834

j Expenditure.
£
1,627,015
1,465,946
1,424,279
1,369,486
1,781,170
2,856,347
3,285,290
2,934,994
4,105,938 (1)

Loans Works Statement.
The expenditure on works, begun but not completed out of the Loans
raised up to 1910, has been charged to Surplus Balance since these Loans
were exhausted in 1916.
( 1 ) Includes special expenditure out of surplus balance of ^ 5 7 , 1 7 9 , and advances
to loan works frwm same source of ,£950,814.
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The appended statement shows particulars of this expenditure.

Sekondi-Kumasi Railway
Tarkwa-Prestea Broomas^ie
Railway
Accra-Kumasi Railway
Central Province Railway Survey
Central Province Railway
Construction
Additional Rolling Stock
Railway Topographical Survey
Accra Harbour Works
Sekondi Harbour Works
Tarkoradi Harbour Works
Harbour Surveys
Accra Water Works
Sekondi Water Works

Loan
Funds.

Surplus
Funds.

£

£

Total.

{

3.036,979

163,594

3,200,573

135.000
2,441,914

26,837
348,904
14.433

161,837
3,790,818
14,433

106,412
96,779
102,951
142,762
98,200
587,401

106,412
96,779
102,951
383,903
266,512
1,000,034
38,107
258,253
212,118

-—

—.

—

—

241,141
168,312
412,633
38,107
200,000
156,817
6,830,903

58,253
55,301

~ \

1,801,827

8,632,730

Assets and Liabilities.
The excess of Assets over Liabilities on the 1st April, 1923, was
£1,901,786 and on 31st March, 1924, £1,538,682 a difference of £363,104,
due to excess of Expenditure over Revenue during the year. I t should
be explained, however, that £950,814 of this Expenditure was in respect
of Loan Works which will eventually be repaid to Revenue.
On the 1st April, 1923, the amount of the Public Debt was £7,299,118
and at 31st March, 1924, it stood at £7,279,118 a repayment of £20,009
having been made to the Imperial Government during the year.
The Sinking Fund for the amortization of the funded portion of the
Public Debt was increased during the year by £87,412, made up of £56,630
from general revenue and £30,782 from interest on investments. The
amount standing to the credit of the Fund on the 31st March, 1924, was
£578,138.
Excluding the investments on account of the Sinking Fund, the
investments held by Government on the 31st March, 1924, amounted to
-£9°5>445>

Owing to the appreciation of War Loan Stock it has been possible
to reduce the Investment Depreciation Account from £75,000 to £5,000,
an amount which is sufficient to cover the depreciation of old investments
(at pre-war rates of interest) on account of the Savings Bank.

Stamps.
There were no stamps in the custody of the Vault Committee at
31st March, 1924. Receipts during the year amounted to £43,^37. 10s.
and Issues were the same. No balance was brought forward from the
previous year.

Currency.
There were ample supplies of currency available during the year,
although there were no importations of any sort by the Currency Board.
At 31st March, the following West African Currency was in circu
lation or at any rate issued in the Colony and not returned to Currency
Board Stocks in the Colony viz 1—
Currency Notes (almost entirely in
20s. and 10s. Notes) . .
Alloy Coin
Nickel Coin
.'.
..
Total

..

£1,103,936
2,687,110
33,946

..

£3,824,992

This figure is £31,100 greater than that for 31st March, 1923.
In addition to the above there is a certain amount of silver coin in
circulation, although it is being withdrawn as it comes into the Banks
and exported to England by the Currency Board for sale as bullion.
During the year such exports amounted to £421,950.

Banking.
The usual Government accounts at various branches of the Bank
of British West Africa and the Colonial Bank were maintained during
the year.
The Bank of British West Africa, which commenced business in
Accra on the 1st January, 1897, has since opened branches at Axim,
Sekondi, Tarkwa, Kumasi, Cape Coast, Saltpond, Winneba. Bekwai,
Koforidua, Nsawam, and Dunkwa, and agencies at Obuasi, Prestea,
and Half Assinie.
The Colonial Bank, established in Accra on the 24th February,
1917, has now branches at Sekondi. Winneba, Kumasi, Koforidua, and

Nsawam.

A Government Savings Bank conducted by the Treasury was
established in 1888. The business was transferred to the Post Office in
1905, and is rapidly increasing. The amount standing to the credit of
depositors 0:1 31st December, 1923, was £50,961.
Penny banks in connection with the Post Office have
established in the principal Government Schools.

also been

Municipal Bodies.
Town Councils are established at Accra, Cape Coast, and Sekondi.
The following table shows their Revenue and Expenditure for the past
six years:—
1918.

1917.

Accra
Sekondi
Cape Coast

..

Reve
nue.

Expen
diture.

Reve
nue.

Expen
diture.

Reve
nue.

£

£

£

£

£

13,986
5.923
4.137

15.766
5.564
4.538

13.454
6,180
4.346

13.251
6,089
3.649

14,046
5,98l
4.396

1920.
£
18,486
8,091.
6,752

Accra
Sekondi
Cape Coast

1919.

1921.

£
£
16,603 22,512 (a)
8,002 9.356 (b)
6,068 7,170 (c)

ft

(c)
(d)

ft

(e)
(f)

tt

13.963
6,147
3,935

1922.

£
£
23.194 34.196 (d)
9.586 10,786 (e)
7,000 7.043 d)

(a) includes grant-in-aid of £7,000 from Government.
(b)

Expen
diture.

tt

£4.250

tt

ft

tt

£4.250

tt

tt

tt

£6,437

tt

£3.375

it

£3.375

t»

tt

ft

ft

£
26,734
8,707
6,559

III.—TRADE.
Revenue.
The table below shows, in comparative form, the gross Customs
revenue under the various heads for the years 1922 and 1923.
1
1923.

Increase. Decrease.

Head of Revenue.

1922.

Import Duties.™
Ad valorem
Specific—Other than Wines,
Spirits and Malts . .
Do. Wines,' Spirits and
Malts
Parcels Post (a) . .
King's and Colonial Ware
house Rents
Light Dues
Firearms, e t c , Warehouse
Rents
Export Duties.—
Cocoa
Diamond
Lumber (Native Timber)
Other Export Duties (b)
Revenue from other
Sources.—
Miscellaneous (c) . .

£
383,219

£
689,482

£
306,263

—£

385,086

412,315

27,229

—

482,728
48,454

655.580

172,852

2,819
2,766

Total

—

48,454

3.432
3.549

613
783

—
—

1.394

1,246

""*""*

646,464
340
20,666
6,881

461,300
547
13,350

—

10,052

10,371

319

1,990,869

2,251,173

508,266
247.963

—

—

Net increase

I48
185,164

207

—

—

7.316
6,881

247,963

260,303

—

V

(a) Now classified under appropriate statistical headings.
(b) Represents Duties on Kola Nuts and Palm Kernels which are
now abolished.
(c) Includes Warehouse Fees, Overtime Fees, Fees for granting
and attesting Documents, Proceeds of sales of Confiscated goods,
Fines for breaches of Customs Law, Ferry Tolls and Depart
ments Fines.
2. The gross revenue receipts for 1923 amounted to £2,251,172
being £260,303 in excess of the gross receipts for 1922.

3. Ad valorem duties accounted for the largest increase in revenue
compared with 1922, the proceeds from this head amounting ^£689,482
as against £383,219 in the previous year. The increase yield from
ad valorem sources was due to larger quantities of cotton goods being
cleared for home consumption than in 1922, and because of the fact that
from the commencement of the year under review articles imported by
parcel post, and which are mainly subject to ad valorem duty, were
credited to the appropriate headings in the trade statistics, whereas, in
I former years, parcel post imports were not so classified. The value of
the parcel post trade in ad valorem goods during 1923 amounted to
£334,057. The value of articles imported by parcel post subject to
specific duty or exempt from duty is of little importance.
4. The revenue from spirituous liquor was greater by £172,852
(35.7 per cent) than the 1922 revenue from the same source.
5. The decrease in the export duty on Cocoa was due to the fact
that during 1923 the duty was at the rate of Id. per lb., while in the
previous year the export duty was at the rate of $d. per lb. for 1st
January to the 22nd August, from which latter date the duty was
reduced to £d. per lb.

Imports.
6. The value of the imports for 1923 amounted to £8,448,862
an increase over 1922 of £548,323. The principal increase occurred in
I articles subject to ad valorem duty, the items which chiefly contributed
to this being apparel, beads, cotton goods, silk goods and metal
manufactures. Among the specifically rated goods rice, flour, kerosene
i oil and motor spirit showed considerable increases, and wines, spirits
and malts showed a decrease in value which is due to increased import1 ations of gin the landed cost of which is less than that of other permissible
|spirits. A decrease in tL^ imports of free goods took place but this is
accounted for by the reduced value of such imports. The import of
"Government stores also decreased owing to reduced imports of railway
and constructional material because of the near completion of the present
railway extension programme. The strict economy now being exercised
by Government in various directions is also reflected in the decreased
imports.
I. j 7. Among the articles subject to specific duties the following show
[considerable increases in quantity and value as compared with 1922 :
[cement and lime, rice, flour, gin, illuminating oil and motor spirits and
[common soap, The following goods show increases in quantity but
I decreases in value : ale and porter, biscuits, bread and cakes, gunpowder
[and still wines. Decreases in articles specifically rated for duty are
{recorded in candles, cordage, whisky, tobacco and cigarettes, salt, fish
salted and cured.
I
8. Conditions of trade in the Colony during the year were good,
[judging by the statistics. As the price level for food-stuffs and many
manufactured articles was in a downward direction the value of imports
Ishows in some instances a very considerable increase over 1922. A
Igeneral revival of building operations led to the increased imports in
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cement and lime. The fact that the landed price of rice and flour were
less than during 1922 had a tendency to stimulate consumption and this
coupled with the fact that a considerable amount of labour was employed
during the year on works of public utility resulted in increased demand.
In 1919 there were 1,200 miles of motorable roads in the Gold Coast and
by the end of 1923 the mileage was over 3,200. This has resulted in
increased importations of motor spirits and also facilitated the distribu
tion of imported foodstuffs and other articles.
9. The decrease in imports of candles is due to the increased use of
kerosene and that of dried and salted fish was made up by greater
purchases of West Africa cured fish.
10. It is noticeable that the system of bonding imported dutiable
goods until required for consumption is becoming increasingly popular.
Uncertain trade conditions and scarcity of ready money have led to this
and in the case of cotton goods, spirits and tobacco, the bonding trans
actions have been considerable.
11. The articles subject to ad valorem duty which showed sub
stantial increases during 1923 were cotton manufactures, Iron and steel
manufactures (including buckets, pails, basins, tin and zinc manufactures
and cutlery and other kinds) wood and timber, silk manufactures,
apparel, beads, boots and shoes.
12. Articles in the free list which showed substantial increases were
motor cars and lorries, coal and patent fuel, fish dried and salted
or smoked, not in tins, jars or bottles (i.e., cured in West Africa),
machinery, bags and sacks and corrugated iron sheets.
<

13. Paragraph 3 refers to the classification of articles imported by
Parcels Post and t i e increase imports of appal- 1 and silk manufactures
are chiefly due to the inclusion of parcels post imports. Imported
timber and corrugated iron sheets wore in great demand for building
operations. The extension of mo orable roads has already bee 1 alluded
to and this accounts for the increased imports of m o o r cars and lorries,
and the extended use of coal by the Railway, Mines and Harbour Works
accounts for the increased imports of this item. The further develop
ment of the cocoa industry is reflected in the increased imports of bags
and sacks.
14. The only important dutiable articles which showed decreases
were Oils (other kinds), Provisions and Stationery, As a matter of fact
these are not genuine decreases but are due to the re-arrangement of
the statistical heads undtr which ar icl s are classified. Formerly
imports such as butter, cheese, confectionery, fish, canned, smoked or
cured, meats and tinned milk were classified under the general head,
Provisions unenumarated. Under the head Oil (other kinds), lubricating
oil and turpentine were classified, and paper all kinds, was classified
under stationery. All these items now appear under their proper heads
and the alterations in classification are the causes of the decreases alluded
to a\K)ve.

X5« In free goods there were substantial decreases in Railway Rolling
Stock, Motor car and lorry parts and Electrical and Telegraphic
apparatus.
16. Decreased importations for construction work by the Railway
accounts for the decrease in Railway Stock and the Post and Telegraph
Department imported smaller quantities of apparatus. Motor tyres are
no longer classified under motor car parts but under a separate heading
of manufactures of rubber, tyres for vehicles, which accounts for the
apparent decrease.

Exports.
17. The total value of the exports for 1923 was £8,959^212.
This included bullion and specie, £1,371,724. This is an increase over
1922 of £623,812.
18. 197,664 tons of cocoa, the staple product of the Colony were
exported or 38,359 tons more than in 1922. The value of the cocoa
exports in 1922 and 1923 were £5,840,743 and £6,566,973. The 1923
export is a record for the Colony.
19. With the exception of Ivory, Wood and Timber, and Bullion
all other articles of domestic produce show increases, particularly Kola
nuts, Cotton, Manganese ore and Palm oil. The exports of these articles
in 1922 and 1923 are shown below.

Values.

Quantities.

Increase.

Decrease.

*

Articles.
!

1922.

1922.

1923-

1923.

Quantities.

Values.

Values.

Quantities.

i
1

Cotton

..

lbs.

5.994

£
200

37."4

£
i,573

31,120

£
1.373

£

•

•

11,865,853

Kola..

13.657.318

311,026

3x9.805

i.79i,465

i

8

>779

*

Gum-Rubber

16,178

312,922

462

9>256

296.744

8,794

Manganese „. tons.

61,279

135.603

106,031

327,377

74,324

221,346

210,364

358,374

20,010

148,010

17.763

5-334

4.731

2,032

1,005

2,479.929

1,666,034

254,384

228,132

224,638

889,204

Palm Oil

. . glls.

Ivory
lbs.
Wood and
Timber
• c. ft.
Mahogany
Bullion—
. . ozs.
Gold

37>773

i
1

—

—

—
602

1,027

156,308

813,895

98,076

850,671

3,494

38,533
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20. The diamond industry, still in its infancy, is making headway
slowly. In view of the reports of a cotton famine it is gratifying to
find the exports of this commodity increasing, and as large distributions
of seeds have been made by Government to farmers, it is hoped that a
further increase will be shown during 1924. The decrease in the export
of bullion is due to difficulties in obtaining labour for mining work, but a
solution of this problem is hoped for shortly.

Direction of Trade.
21. The direction of trade is shown in the following table :—

i
Countries.

Imports
per cent.
19*3

Ex ports
per cent.

1923

1913

1923

Trade
per cent.
J

i9 3

1923.

69.99 69.48 64.77 ! 34-53 67.26 5 I - 5 6
United Kingdom
British West Africa
7.42 3-92 6-53 3-29
; 5.54 2.62
Other parts of British Empire
.21
.1 ' .18
•37
~~
1

t

1

...

Total British Empire . .

7574 72.47

72.19 | 38.45 73-89 55-03

United States of America . .
France
Holland
Germany
Other Foreign Countries ..

5-09 10.53
•94 1.22
3.82 5-8
7-85 5-39
6.56 4 5 9

1.86 | 26.02 3-4 18.47
8.39 7-99 4.84 4.69
17-58 1.82 11.84
r6.57 7-13 12.41 6.28
•99 2.83 3.64 3-69
•

Total Foreign Countries
Grand Total

24.26 77-53 j 27.81

I

100

100

6i.55
100

26.11 44-9
100

100

100 1
i

!

21. The United Kingdom was the chief source of supply for the
following imports :—Fish, canned or preserved, rice, sugar, tobacco,
apparel, bags and sacks, cement, cotton goods, machinery, silk
manufactures and soap.
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Shipping.
Totals.

Entered.

PercentCk erf*

Steam
Vessels.

Nationality.

Sai ling
Vessels.
Nos.

Nos.

Tons.

British
French
American ..
Dutch
Norwegian . .
German
Belgian
Italian
Swedish
Portuguese

340
58
36
7*
11
78
i
16
13
1

992,182
162,935
119,104
139,619
18,135
163,427
2,955
44.419
i6,538
2,354

Total

625

1,661,713

..

Steam
Vessels.
Nos.

Tons.

British
French
American ..
Norwegian ..
German
Dutch
Italian
Swedish
Portuguese
Belgian

335
59
34
10
73
70
1
1

985.123
165487
112,869
15.379
151,189
136,904
44,418
16,584
^354
2,955

Total ..

612

1,633,262

iO

total
tonnage
entered.

Nos. Tons
1

—
2

—
—

—
—
—

—

——

3

. 34i
58
1,728
38
., 7*
ii
78
1
— 16
13
*—•
1
59

1,787

628

Cleared.
Nationality.

Tons.

nf

992,241
162,935
120,832
139,619
18,135
163,427
2,955
44,419
16,583
2,354

59-65
9-79
7.26
8-39
1.1
9.82
18
2.67
1.0
•M

1,663,500

100%

Totals.
Sailing
Vessels.
Nos.

Tons.

335
59
35
10
73
70
16
13

985,123
165,487
113.976
15,379
15H89
136,904
44,418
16,584
2,354
2,955

Percent
age of
total
tonnage
cleared.

Nos. Tons.

1,107

I
I

1,107

60.28
10.13
6.97
•94
9'25
8.38
2.72
I.OI

.14
.18

&6

COLONIAL REPORTS—ANNUAL.

Ports.
Total Values.

Volume of
Trade.

Port.
Imports.

Exports.

£

Accra ..
Sekondi
Winneba
Cape Coast ..
Ada
••
••
Salt pond
Keta ..
..
Axim
Half Assinie ..
Total

..
••

.
••

«.

*..

3,102,307
3,284,571
406,294
324,735
220,154
266,425
210,461
105,560
90,348

3,315,559 i
3,624,454

8,070,855

8.859,077

i

IV.-LEGISLATION/
GOLD

£

£
6,477,866
6,909,026
1,143,064
679.723
342,318
664,179
355,086
243,151
115,520

7^.77^
354,988
122,164
397,754
144,625
i37.59i
25,172
l6

,92-j,932

1923.

COAST.

During the year 1923 thirty-seven Ordinances were passed by the
Legislative Council, of which the following are those of more general
interest:—
No. 5 of 1923.—The Wireless Telegraphy Amendment Ordinance,
1923 extends the application of the provisions of the principal Ordinance
(Chapter 53) to radio-telephony.
No. 6 of 1923.—-The Supreme Court Amendment Ordinance, 1923,
amends the law with respect to proceedings in the Full Court. The
provision which made the Chief Justice an indispensable member of the
Full Court is repealed ; the object being to render it unnecessary for
him to sit on an appeal from one of his own judgments. A fresh provision
has also been inserted the effect of which is to afford to the unsuccessful
party in a Full Court appeal wherein the members of the Court were
equally divided, an opportunity of having the appeal reheard b y a
re-constituted Court, should such party so desire.
v

No. 8 of 1923.—The Customs Ordinance, 1923. This Ordinance
supplies a completely revised and up-to-date Customs code, for the
construction of which some materials have been drawn from the draft
Customs Bill presented by the Trinidad Customs Conference of 1919,
and also from the Customs laws of the United Kingdom, the Union of
South Africa, British Guiana, and Nigeria.

No. 12 of 1923.—The Celluloid and Cinematograph Film Ordinance,
1923. The provisions of this Ordinance have been adapted to local
conditions and needs from those contained in the Act of the Imperial
Parliament 12 and 12 Geo. V., ch. 35.
Nos. 13 and 14 of 1923.—The West African Frontier Force
Ordinance, 1923, and the West African Frontier Force (Reserve Force)
Ordinance, 1923. These Ordinances contained the approved revised
provisions (which are uniform throughout British West Africa) with
respect to the various units of the West African Frontier Force and to the
Reserve Force thereof. A leading feature of the former Ordinance is
that it embodies considerable portions of the Imperial Army Act.
No. 16 of 1923.—The Trade Marks Ordinance, 1923, follows closely
the provisions of Part I of the Trade Marks Act, 1919 of the Imperial
Parliament. Section 4 provides for the registration in the Gold Coast
Colony of trade marks which have been registered in Part B of the
Register in the United Kingdom, even though they have not been used
for two years, or at all, in the said Colony.
No. 22 of 1923.—The Native Customs Amendment Ordinance, 1923,
provides certain additional police and magisterial powers for dealing
with articles, (such as prohibited company flags, tribal emblems, and the
like) connected with contraventions of the principal Ordinance (Chapter
83) relating to the celebration of unlawful native ceremonies.
No. 26 of 1923.- The Motor Traffic Amendment Ordinance, 1923,
renders more strict the law relating to motor cars. Section 3 adds a
further requirement providing that motor cars shall have serviceable
steering gear.
Section 5 gives—
(i)

power to the Chief Mechanical Transport Officer or an officer
appointed by him to make periodical inspections of motor
cars with a view to ascertaining whether they are defective
in any part, and to prohibit the further use of any motor car
in which the defect is such as to render the car dangerous to
drive, until such defect has been made good ;

(ii)

power to the officers of the Motor Transport Department
and to the Police to stop any car which they may consider
is being used in contravention of the provisions of the
Ordinance.

Sections 6 and 8 penalise the taking up by motor drivers of passengers
and freight without due authority, many complaints having been made
as to fraudulent scandals taking place in this connection.

No. 35 of 1923.—The Second Spirituous Liquors Amendment
Ordinance, 1923. The amendment of the law effected by this Ordinance
is to adopt, in uniformity with the legislation of other parts of British
West Africa, the definition of " s p i r i t s " and " t r a d e spirits " which
have been decided on by the Secretary of State after consideration^ of the
views of the various West African Governors, the Chambers of Commerce,
and the Wines and Spirits Association
No. 36 of 1923.—The Customs Tariff Further Amendment Ordinance.
1923. The principal provision of this Ordinance is that contained in
section 2, and its purport is to revert, with effect from the 1st January,
1924, to the method which was in vogue prior to the 3rd July, 1922, of
assessing the value of imported goods for the purpose of computing the
ad valorem duty payable thereon ; that is to say it is now intended to
abandon the " current domestic value " basis of assessment and to revert
to the " actual purchase price " basis of assessment.
No. 37 of I 9 2 3 . — T h e Plants (Injurious Pests) Ordinance, 1923
repeals Chapter 98, and substitutes therefor an enactment of wider
Scope. The general purport of the Ordinance is to mak* further provision
for the sanitation of farms and for the prevention of plant diseases
thereon. In the first instance, the crops in respect of which provision
is made are the cocoa, cotton, and rubber crops.
Section 4 prohibits the importation of declared plants except at a
prescribed port of entry.
Section 5 prohibits the importation of certain articles except under
licence of the Director of Agriculture.
Section 7 defines the duties of Inspectors on a first inspection of a
farm: and section 8 defines the duties of the occupier after such
inspection.
Section 9 defines the duty of the occupier in respect of the main
tenance of his farm in a satisfactory condition of cultivation.
Section 12 prohibits the removal from a farm of plants attacked by
an injurious pest, except in certain specified cases.

ASHANTI.
During the year 1923 five Ordinances were enacted with respect
to Ashanti, certain of which were enacted for the purpose of applying to
Asha:iti certain Ordinances of the Gold Coast Colony.
No. 4 of 1923.—The Ashanti Concessions Amendment Ordinance,
1923. This Ordinance restores the provision that the chiefs concerned
shall be informed of the area in respect of which a licence to prospect
has been granted. It also provides that prospectors must declare to the
Secretary for Mines the quantity of quartz, alluvial gold, timber, rubber,
or other product of the soil, which they have removed as specimens,
stating at the same time the name or position of the place or places from
which such specimens were taken.

NORTHERN TERRITORIES.
During the year 1923 six Ordinances were enacted with respect to
the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast, certain of which were enacted
for the purpose of applying to the Protectorate certain Ordinances of the
Gold Coast Colony.
No. 1 of 1923.—The Northern Territories Administration Amend
ment Ordinance, 1923, makes provision for the statutory acquisition
of land for the public service ; and it also declares to be vested absolutely
in the Crown the lands premises, and buildings which were on the 31st
day of December, 1922, held and occupied as Government property.
No. 2 of 1923.—The Mineral Rights Amendment Ordinance, 1923,
substitutes for the term " licence " the term " lease " in respect of the
mining rights to be acquired under the provisions of the principal
Ordinance (Northern Territories Ordinance No. 2 of 1904).
No. 5 of 1923.—The Constabulary Ordinance, 1923, repeals and
re-enacts with several slight modifications the Northern Territories
Constabulary Ordinance, 1917 (Northern Territories Ordinance No. 2
of 1917).

V.—AGRICULTURE.
Coooa.
This crop continues to be the principal crop of the Colony,
jpfc The following table shows the quantities exported annually
their value^during the last ten years :—

Year.
I
i

Quantity
(tons).

Value.

and

Per ton.

£

i
j

1914 ..
1915 .. 1
1916 .. |
1917 ..
1918 ..
1919 ..
1920 ..
1921 ..
1922-23
1923-24

52,888
77,278
72,123
90,964
66,343
176,155
124,773
133,195
176,245
197.444

2,103,749
3,65i,34i
3,846,090
3,146,851
i,79 ,9 5
8,278,166
10,056,298
4,764,067
6,445,384
6,058,223
6

8

41-47
47.24
53-32
34.60
27.08
46.99
80.59
35-77
36.57
30.68

The increase in tonnage for the current year over the previous one is
21,199 tons. The amount shipped constitutes a record. This was no
doubt partly due to the extension of railway system and the construction
of feeding roads, but the crop in itself was generally an excellent one.
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Of the total quantity exported during the year 1923-24, the
percentage contributed by each Province is as below, the previous year's
percentage being given for comparison :—
Eastern Province ..
Central Province
Western Province
(Including Ashanti)

..

..

..

..

1923-24.
47,69
20.22
32.09

1922-23.
5165
19:30
29*05

Copra.
The exports for the last three years are as below
1921 ..
1922-23
1923-24

..
443 tons,
V. 1,694
„
.. 1,305
„

The decrease of approximately 25 per cent, is not easily explained
as increasing interest is being taken in this crop and considerable
extensions have been made to the areas planted in the neighbourhood,
principally of Keta.
The communal plantations established in the three provinces to
encourage increased interest in this crop, are making steady progress.

Palm Oil and Kernels.
A considerable increase in the export of kernels indicates that the
trade shows good signs of a revival. The figures for the exports during
the last five years are as below :—
1919
1920
1921
1922-23
1923-24

..
..
..
..
..

Palm Oil.
938,595 gals.
629,612 „
67,447 »
298,979 „
1,640 tons.

Palm Kernels.
9,892 tons.
7,664
1.650
3,039
4,563

Cola Nuts.
The following are the export figures for this product for the last
three years:—
1921
..
131693,412 lbs.
1922-23 ..
..
12,825,127 „
1923-24 ...
..
15,489^55 11
There has been an appreciable recovery in the export of this product.
The export figures, however, give very little idea of the extent of this
industry owing to the fact that such large quantities are U 3 e d locally
by the Hausa and Northern Territories tribes. Efforts are being made to
induce the farmers to extend the crop and these efforts are being met
with a fair degree of success.

Rubber.
There has been a surprising revival in the exports of rubber since
last year which may be due to the somewhat higher prices obtaining on
the home market. Below are the export figures for the last three years :—
«

1921..
1922-23
1923-24

.. 102,780 lbs.
..
15,282
.. 364.644

Shea Butter.
Investigations continue to be carried out but so far there is not
much conclusive evidence to report.

Miscellaneous.
Propaganda work has been continued with regard to thte cultivation
of Rice in Appolonia, The erection of a small rice hulling factory is in
progress and will be completed at an early date.
2. Little material progress has been made in the production of
jSugar Cane.
3. Tobacco, Cotton, Coffee:—The cultivation of these products is
[being encouraged and seeds have been distributed to farmers.
4. There has been a plentiful supply of the usual food crops and
[cultivation is much on the increase.

VI.—VETERINARY

DEPARTMENT.

The Headquarters of the Veterinary Department are at Tamale in
[the Northern Territories of the Gold Coast. The Department employs
three Veterinary Officers and two Inspectors of Live-Stock.
The
African Staff consists of two Veterinary Assistants.
A Veterinary School for the training of Veterinary Assistants is
stablished at Tamale and is a branch of the Department. Jt is in charge
0 f an Indian Veterinary Graduate who is the Headmaster of the School.
A Veterinary Officer and an Inspector of Live-Stock also give lectures
to the Students, the former for two hours and the latter for three hours
daily. Students enter on a four years course of training and when
qualified pass out as Graduates of the Gold Coast Veterinary School and
are employed by the Government.

$6
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The chief work of the Veterinary Department falls under the following
headings:—
(a) To guard the indigenous stock against outbreaks of conta
gious and infectious disease.
(b) To suppress outbreaks of contagious and infectious disease
whenever they occur, thus preventing their spread.
(c) To spread practical knowledge of Veterinary and Zooteehnn
subjects amongst the indigenous people.
•(d) To improve the indigenous breeds of Live-Stock.
All the above works of the Veterinary Department are for H u
primary object of increasing the wealth and number of stock of the
protected natives.
Other works carried out are :—
(e) Scientific researches into diseases of Live-Stock.
(f)

Treatment of domestic animals.

(g) Researches dealing with the feeding of Live-Stock.
.(h) Researches regarding the propagation of stud animals.

Animal Diseases,
The field staff have been concentrated throughout the year on th
suppression of Rinderpest. 10,192 Serum—Alone inoculation wen
carried out on cattle in the infected herds There were also 43 cattl
inoculated by the Sero-virus method. A second epizootic, that of ail
outbreak of Contagious Bovine-Pleuro-Pneumonia, broke out on thl
Tamale Stock Farm, and 29 head of cattle had to be killed, five of whicl
were half-bred cattle. The mortality in cattle from disease other thai
Rinderpest and Pleuro-Pneumonia has been very slight. The mortality
in sheep from wire-worm (haemonchus contort us) has been considerable
Of Horse diseases Epizootic Lymphangitis is spreading.

Live-Stock Census.
The Live-Stock Census of the country is about :—

Horses.

Asses.

Sheep
and
Goats.

Cattle.

Pigs.

Camels.

Ostriches

i
i

3,100

9,200

85,000 | 320,000
j

15.000

\

.1

Live-Stock trade and their Products.
The cattle trade is chiefly in the hands of the Natives but number?
of Syrians and Frenchmen were employed in trading in Live-Stock.
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There are three Quarantine Stations on the Frontier for imported
ive-Stock. The period of quarantine for cattle is nine days, for other
tock one day.
Comparative statistics for the last two years of stock passing through
he Quarantine Station are :—

battle
heep and Goats
onkeys
iorses

35.933
58,026
25777
325

29,845
43,003
*4>423

**3

The exact amount of meat sold in the different markets is not known,
but it can safely be said that 5,600,000 lbs. of beef, 2,100,000 lbs. of
mutton and goat flesh, 13,000 lbs. of pork, and 600,000 lbs., of poultry
flesh were available for consumption.
In the Abattoir of Kumasi 2,440 cattle, 1,972 sheep, 2,392 goats
and 298 pigs were slaughtered for consumption. The trade in hides
at Kumasi showed an increase of 1,812 hides over that done for last
year.

Zootechnics.
Zootechnics refers to the breeding, keeping and general management
of domestic animals.
A shot-horn and Hereford Bull are stationed at Tamale. They
have now been in West Africa three years. There are 18 half-bred
calves sired by these two bulls and one quarter-bred calf sired by the
eldest half-bred bull calf.
Ninety-three pure bred English Poultry were issued into different
areas of the Northern Territories and the result of this strain of blood
among the native poultry is beginning to be seen.
The old Middle White boar and sow imported in 1921 have died.
The Pure-bred Middle White Sow, the sole daughter of the original
sow, farrowed a litter of five pure-bred porkers. Twenty-one half-bred
pigs were sold in Ashanti for breeding purposes.

Agricultural Experiments.
Further experiments were conducted with Indian seeds. Gram
seeds at the second generation proved a failure. Indian legumes, Moong
and Mote did exceedingly well and were prolific, having passed into the
fourth generation of seed, The second generation of the double sun
flower seed proved that over 50 per cent, of seed were unfertile.
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VII.—EDUCATION.

Education in the Colony is chiefly in the hands of the Government
and the following Missionary Societies:—The African Methodist
Episcopal Zionist Mission, The Church of England (S.P.G.), The Roman
Catholic, The Scottish and the Wesleyan Missions.
The Scottish Mission came to the Colony in 1918 to take over the
work of the Basel Mission as the European Missionaries of this Society
were deported during the Great War. For a time Government took
entire control of the former Basel Mission Schools and it was not until
the year 1920 that the Scottish Mission were in a position to take over
the entire control and financial responsibility of the former Basel Mission
educational work.
The Bremen Mission was formerly established in this Colony beyond
the Volta River, but, as in the case of the Basel Mission, the European
personnel of this Mission had to leave this Colony during the war. Since
their departure the educational work of this Mission has been entirely
controlled and financed by Government, but at the time of writing
arrangements have been made for the Scottish Mission to take over the
ecclesiastical work of the former Bremen Mission, but the schools are
still under the control of this Department.
In addition to the former Bremen Mission Schools at present under
the control of Government, there are 21 Government Primary Schools
established with an enrolment of 4,109 boys and 869 girls, with a total
average attendance of 4,283. Four of these schools are in the Western
Province, three in the Central Province, five in the Eastern Province,
four in Ashanti and five in the Northern Territories. These schools
are entirely supported and equipped from Government funds, and the
total staff of teachers in these schools is 183, nearly all of whom hold local
teachers' certificates. The staff at these schools is entirely native with
the exception of the Headmistress at the Government Girls' School,
Accra.
The Mission Schools are of two kinds, viz. :—Assisted and NonAssisted. The former schools have qualified under the Education
Ordinance and Rules for Government assistance and annually receive
grants-in-aid for general efficiency based on the average attendance.
The number of these schools in the Colony and Ashanti is at present 222.
There are no Assisted Schools as yet in the Northern Territories. The
Non-Assisted Schools are usually small schools which have not as yet,
qualified for Government inspection, though there are, in addition, a few
large schools which have not yet been placed on the " Assisted List."
The number of Non-Assisted Schools is roughly computed to be about
460, but no accurate statistics are available in respect of some of these
schools.
The A.M.E.Z. Mission has three schools in the Central Province,
three in the Trans-Volta District and one in Ashanti. The ^Scottish
Mission has eleven schools in the Central Province, sixty-three in the
Eastern Province, five in the Trans-Volta District and sixteen in Ashanti,
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The schools of the former Bremen Mission are all in the Trans-Volta
District. The Church of England has three schools in the Western
Province, a Secondary School at Cape Coast in the Central Province,
one school in the Eastern Province and two schools in Ashanti. The
Roman Catholic Schools are as follows ;—nine in the Western Province,
ten in the Central Province, ten in the Trans-Volta District, and four in
Ashanti. The Wesleyan Mission has eight schools in the Western
Province, nineteen in the Central Province, twenty-three in the Eastern
Province, and five in Ashanti.
In all these schools, as well as in the Government Primary Schools,
some form of manual work is taken. In the schools in the interior this
usually takes the form of agricultural work and gardens are attached
to most of the schools. Prizes have been offered annually for the best
school gardens. Instruction is given in woodwork in the Government
Schools at Accra, Cape Coast and Kumasi, and book-binding, printing,
carpentry, netting, weaving and basket making are taught in some of
the Mission Schools.
In the Assisted Schools there are 30,430 children on the roll of whom
5,677 are girls. The average attendance at these schools is 25,895.
The total enrolment and average attendance at the Government
and Assisted Schools is 35,408 and 30,178 respectively. The corres
ponding figures for the previous year were 33,353 and 28,045.
The amount awarded as grants-in-aid in respect of these schools
was £30,757 n s . 3d., as compared with £27,371 4s. 2d. in the previous
year, an increase of £3,386 7s. id.
Good progress was made during the year in preparing plans for the
complete reorganisation of the educational system now in force.
The following table shows the number of Government and Assisted
Schools, with'number on roll, average attendance and amounts of grant
awarded in 1923 :—

Number of
Schools.

Denomination.

!

On Roll.

Average
Attendance.

1

Grant-in-Aid.

Remarks.
1
i

A.M.E. Zion Mission

7

1.186

986

£
s. d- 1
1,158 13 0 j
t

i
Ewe Mission

Church of England
Mission

23

2,515

6

948

Expenses temporarily de
frayed b y Government.

2,338

S.P.G.
788

1,112 17 O

*
•
1
i

Government .

21

4.978

4,283

Roman Catholic Mission

33

•M79

3,4<>7

i _
| Expenses defrayed
Government-

—

4-832

3

7

by

1

i

Denomination.
•

•

•

.

Average
Attendance.

Number of !
Schools. 1 On Roll.
.

.

j

Grant-in-Aid.
i

i

.

Remarks.

!

Scottish Mission

i

95

£
s. d. !
12.337
11 \

9o02

10,790

6

i

f

I

i1
j

Wesleyan Mission

9,780

55

9,764

7.951

2

2 j
!
7

j

Secondary

156

2
•

577

134

0

7

!

•

j

•

Accra Royal School . -

I

i

876

•;

789

975

8

0

j
j
t

•

I

Total

243

35.408

30,178

30,757 11
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There are at present three centres at which students are trained
to be teachers, viz., the Government Training College at Accra, the
Scottish Mission Seminary at Akropong and Wesley College, Kumasi.
The Government Training College, Accra was opened in August 1909
and students for this College are received from the Government and
Assisted Schools. The staff at present consists of an acting Principal
with six European Masters, one of whom is Housemaster, and three
African Teachers. This staff is now being increased by one European
Master and will be very considerably increased when the College is moved
to Achimota—an excellent site about six miles away from Accraon which
it is proposed to erect large and up-to-date buildings for a Government
Secondary School. The present college will become merged into the
Secondary School and will form one of its departments. The Survey
School now under the Survey Department will be another side. The
staff at the new Secondary School will be very considerable as it will be
the centre of training for the various professions.
At the Training College this year there were 163 students in residence.
At the Scottish Mission Seminary Akropong there were about 131
students in residence and the staff consisted of three Europeans and two
African Assistants.
The Wesleyan Mission has now built a college at ^Kumasi for the
training of their mission teachers; 48 student-teachers are now in
residence.
One of the most important educational establishments in the Colony
is the Technical School at Accra. This school was opened in 1909 and
from year to year improvements and gradual extensions have taken
place so that to-day its premises are very satisfactory and large enough
for the present number of pupils in residence, v i z : 84. But the
demand for admission to this school, the only one of its kind in the Colony
is very great and only a very small percentage of the applicants are able
to be admitted. As soon as the Training College is moved to Achimota
part of the present college will be taken over by the Technical School. This
will allow for a considerable number of additional pupils for there will
b^ extra workshop and dormitory accommodation. Additional equip
ment will, of course, be required. The present staff at this school consists
of a Principal, four European Masters, one of whom is Housemaster,
and four African Teachers. Two of the masters and two teachers are
engaged in the woodwork department and the other two masters and
teachers in the metalwork department.

Trade Schools.
Four of these schools have now been opened. The first to be opened
was that at Y*ndi in February, followed by that at Kibi in March and
Assuantsi and Mampong in July. The necessary temporary buildings
were very satisfactorily erected by the Omanhenes and their people with
the assistance of Political Officers whilst the construction of future
buildings, temporary and permanent rests now with the staff and pupils.
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At present there are 188 pupils in residence at these schools: 68
[being trained for woodwork, 42 for masonry, 40 for agriculture and 38
for metalwork. Each school is in charge of a European Headmaster and
[he is assisted by literary, woodwork and masonry Instructors, while
agricultural Instructors are supplied by the Agricultural Department as
whole time Instructors. These schools are organized entirely on Boy
Scout lines. The purpose of these schools is the turning out of intelligent
artisans but the main aim is the training and development of character
[and responsibility in the individual..
The S.P.G. Grammar School and the Richmond College (Wesleyan
[Mission) are the only Secondary Schools on the Assisted List.
The Educationists' Committee of 1922 has now completed an Interim
Report on the proposed Government Secondary School at Achimota.
The plans of the buildings have now been very carefully prepared and it
is hoped that building will be initiated at an early date.
Great impetus has been given to the encouragement of recreation
in the schools by the formation of the Accra School Football League.
Similar Leagues are now being formed in other places and school matches
are being regularly played. Hockey has been introduced at the Govern
ment Training College and Government Girls' School, Accra and is likely
to prove a very popular game.
Boy Scout principles are observed in many of the schools and the
movement is making great strides on correct lines in the country.
Teachers and pupils alike in schools where Boy Scout Principles have
been introduced are most enthusiastic. ' The girls, too, are now much
more keen on games and are beginning to realize that " school" is not
merely a place for book-learning.
Each year more certificated teachers are drafted into the Govern
ment and Assisted Schools and more efficient teaching should be
anticipated.
A three years' course now obtains at all Training Colleges and
Institutions in the Colony and Ashanti.

VIII—GOVERNMENT

INSTITUTIONS.

Hospitals and Asylums.
During the year 2,130 Europeans and 75.362 Africans were treated
in the Hospitals and Dispensaries of the Colony as compared with 2,928
and 68,275 respectively in the previous year.
The number of patients admitted into the Accra Lunatic Asylum
during the year was 71 males and 14 females. The number discharged
was 21 males and 3 females. The daily average number of inmates
was 191 as compared with 165.7 in 1922-1923. There were 42 deaths—
37 males and 5 females.
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IX.—VITAL

STATISTICS.

Population.
At the Census taken in 1921 the population of the Gold Coast and
its Dependencies was 2,299,961.
The number of Europeans resident in the Colony during the two
years 1922-23 and 1923-24 were :—
1922-23
1923-24
Officials ..
..
..
979
994
Mercantile
..
..
1,410
M 5
Mining
..
..
..
521
527
Missionaries
. . . .
88
97
2

2,998

3,043

Public Health.
The number of births and deaths registered in the 17 registration
areas during 1923-24 is given hereunder together with a column showing
the corresponding figures for 1922-23 : ~
1922-23
Births
..
..
..
2,988
Deaths
3,283
Still-births
.
,
149
Europeans are included in the above figures.

1923-24
2,941
3.285
117

The number of births is lower than it should be as birth registration
is still unpopular amongst the illiterate classes.
The figure for death is approximately accurate, for no burial permits
are granted without registration, the issuing of permits and registration
of deaths being done by the same officer.
The chief causes of death were pulmonary and intestinal diseases.
An analysis of the death and invaliding statistics of the European
population is appended :—

1923-24.

Officials
Merchants
Mining
Missionaries
Total

Number
Death Invaliding
of
Deaths. Invalided. rate per rate per
residents.
1000.
1000.
994
1.425
527
97

10
n
2
1

32
25
28
2

10.06
7.71
379
10.92

32.19
17.54
53.13
20.61

3.043

24

87

7.88

28.59
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The death rate of 7.88 per 1000 amongst Europeans is a decrease on
the previous year—10.34 for 1922-23. The invaliding rate per 1000
shews a slight increase—28.59 P thousand in 1923-24 as against 25.35
in 1922-23.
e r

The ten deaths amongst European Officials were due : two to Yellow
Fever, two to Blackwater Fe/cr, three to Heart failure, and one
each to Chronic Myocarditis, Rupture of thoracic Aneurism, Cerebral
Embolism.
Of the 14 deaths amongst European Non-Officials 8 were due to
Yellow Fever, two to Blackwater Fever and one each to Alcoholism,
Fracture of skull, Cerebral Malaria, Cyanide poisoning.
The average daily number of European Officials on the Sick List
compared to the average dai y number resident in the Colony was 2.42
per cent as compared with 2.96 in 1922-23. Treatment was given in
5,963 cases of Malaria, 551 cases of Dysentery, 534 cases of Pneumonia,
411 cases of Tuberculosis, 44 cases of Plague and two of Smallpox. Six
cases of Sleeping Sickness were treated during the year.
Sanitation.
• The sanitary condition of most of the large towns was fairly
satisfactory.
490,513 houses were inspected during the year and the average larval
index was 0.94 per cent. There were 3,726 prosecutions under the
Destruction of Mosquitoes Ordinance—Cap. 64—3,660 persons being
convicted, the fines amounting to £1,835.
Other insanitary conditions led to 7,492 prosecutions with 7,198
convictions and ^2,525 in fines.
Epidemic Diseases.
There were several outbreaks during the year. The remains of the
epidemic of yellow fever mentioned last year continued till July, 1923,
and while the death rate amongst Europeans who contracted this disease
was 100 per cent the general death rate worked out at approximately
85 per cent.
There was an outbreak of relapsing fever of a very mild type and
low mortality rate.
Plague broke out in Sekondi and was first definitely recognised
towards the middle of March, but it was also diagnosed from Tailor Krum
a small village near Nsuta which is the next station to Tarkwa on the
Sekondi-Kumasi railway.
Up to the end of the year the case mortality of the known
and suspected cases worked out at 60 per cent.
There has been no outbreak of smallpox though nine cases were
reported, eight in the Northern Territories and o^e in the Colony

The number of vaccinations performed was 82,425 and 36,468 or
44.24 % were reported as successful.

Climate.
The climate, though hot and damp, is cooler than that of
most tropical countries situated in the same latitude.
It is not in itself unhealthy ; but an evil reputation has been earne.l
for it in the past by the prevalence of mosquito-borne diseases, against
which all possible precautions have constantly to be taken.
The Gold Coast is peculiarly free from many of the discomforts
associated with tropical countries : hot nights and intense heat by day
are the exception rather than the rule, while insects are comparatively
unobtrusive.
The efforts of the Medical and Sanitary authorities in promoting
the treatment of disease and the knowledge of general hygiene, continue
to exercise a beneficial effect on the general health of Europeans.
The rainfall varies with the configuration of the country and is
highest in the mining districts of Tarkwa, Upper and Lower Wasaw,
etc., and also at Axim. The first rains, or rainy season proper, begin
in March and end in July ; the latter rains are spread over the n p n t h s of
September and October. The rainy season is marked by a considerable
tall in the temperature, which is found to be refreshing to many
Europeans, but proves trying to some. The Harmattan season begins
in December and ends in February.

METEOROLOGY.
Rainfall in Inches.
1st January to 31st December.
f
Place.

Accra
Aburi
Sekondi
Axim
Tarkwa
Kumasi
Tamale

..

.•

«»

. »•

»•

••

•••

••

1920.

1921.

1922.

15.87
36.40
34-65
6643
68.19
50.98
36.95

3443
50.83
40.40
88.13
7*.o5
66.94
61.97

27.70
52.09
46.19
60.45
•58.99
61.95
37.02

"
1923.

21.16
4314
3929
109.18
71.72
55-75
36.03

1

11 months records only.
At Accra the mean shade temperature was 81.0, and at Kumasi
and Sekondi 79.4 and 79.8 respectively.
s

The mean daily range of temperature in Accra was 15.6.

X. POLICE.
The Establishment.
The authorised establishment of the Force in the Colony and Ashanti
on the 31st March, 1924, was 1,490, composed as follows :—
General Police ..
• 463
Escort Police ..
806
Marine Police ..
• 34
Recruits .
• 79
Disciplinary Staff, etc.
. 64
Band
28
Band Learners .
16

Togoland.
In the British Mandated Area of Togoland the Police Force consists
of one European Police Officer (seconded from the Gold Coast Police),
two Superintendents, one Assistant Superintendent of Police, three
Sergeants, four Corporals, forty Constables, four Recruits,

Recruits.
The number of recruits enlisted was 215 as against 238 for 1922-23.
The casualties 40 for both periods.

The General Police.
This Branch is gradually becoming literate, an increase of some two
score of scholars being registered as against the previous period, the
number of illiterates decreasing by 15.

The Escort Police.
The strength is maintained and, generally speaking, a good type of
men is secured.
There is no difficulty in obtaining recruits for all casualties occuring
and the supply is greater than the demand.

The Marine Police.
These as their name signifies are Customs harbour police, as opposed
to the Customs Preventive or river police.
They are a valuable adjunct to the Force and at the present time
they only do duty at Accra and Sekondi, a force for Winneba not yet
having been established.

The Police Band.
The Band, though not having a European Bandmaster, plays very
creditably and is a great acquisition to the public before whom it
performed on nearly three hundred occasions during the period under
review.

'"»'gg
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Legislation.
Certain small amendments were made to the Police Ordinance, and
new Sections affecting the Police were added to the Motor Traffic
Ordinance.

Revenue.
The revenue collected by the Escort Police for escorting specie and
bullion was £368.
The number of new licences issued for motor vehicles in Accra
during the last three years is as follows :—
1921.
455

1922-23.
425

1923-24.
1,278

1,307 new driving licences were issued as against 382 for the period
1922-23. The revenue for new licences and renewals (motor and driving)
was £15,036 u s . od. as against £4,757 17s. 3d. for the period before.
The Police undertook the duty of issuing licences under the motor
Traffic Ordinance on the 1st January, 1923.

Criminal Statistics.
The number of convictions in the Superior Courts of the Colony
during 1922-1923 and 1923-1924 was as follows:—
Offences against the person
Slave dealing
..
..
Offences against property ..
Other Offences

..

1922-23.
16
—
86
n

1923-24.
15
—
54
5

x

* 3

74

There were 41 acquittals in 1923-24 as compared with 30 in 1922-23.
The number of summary convictions in 1922-1923 and 1923-1924
was as follows :—
1922-23.
1923-24.
Offences against the person
. . 1,837
*>576
Slave dealing
—
—
Offences against property ..
. . 2,339
>9°7
Other Offences
..
..
. . 6,042
6,802
J

10,218

10,285

There were 5,438 acquittals in 1923-1924 as compared with $,86<f
in 1922-1923.

Civil Actions.
There were 407 civil actions brought in the Divisional Courts of the
Colony during 1923-1924.
Court fees and fines collected during 1923-1924 amounted to £6,657
is. 5d. as compared with £7,126 6s. 3d. in the previous year. The
number of Writs ol Fi. Fa. (Fieri Facias) issued by the Courts for
execution during the year was 423 involving an amount of £31,728 4s.
i j d . of which £8,624 17s. 5|d. was collected. In the previous year
there were 409 Writs of Fi. Fa. issued involving the sum of £17,455 7s. 3d.
The number of Writs of Ca. Sa. (Capias Satisfaciendum) issued
during the year was 1,199 involving an amount of £31,546 7s. n | d .
whereof a sum of £7,105 16s. 3|d. was collected. In the previous year
there were 448 Writs of Ca. Sa, involving an amount of £16,257 is, o|d.

XL—PRISONS.
The following remarks and statistics refer to Prisons in the Colony,
Ashanti and the mandated territory of Togoland (information as to
Prisons in the Northern Territories being contained in the annual report
on the Northern Territories).
The Staff of the Prisons Department in 1923-24 consisted of nine
European Officers (an Inspector-General, Deputy Inspector-General, five
Prison Superintendents and two Technical Instructors), one Assistant
Prison Superintendent, 288 African Warders of various grades on the
establishment, and about 112 Temporary Warders, whilst five Matrons
attended the female prisoners.
There are in the Colony 14 prisons, in Ashanti six and in the
mandated territory of Togoland two. The Prisons at Accra, Sekondi
and Kumasi are in the charge of Prison Superintendents, the others
being supervised by District Commissioners. The Sekondi Central
Prison is used solely for male prisoners undergoing long sentences, whilst
Accra and Kumasi take both long and short-sentence convicts. There
is separate accommodation for females at Accra, Elmina, Keta and
Kumasi.
The average daily average number of prisoners during 1923-24 was
1,463 as compared with 1,635 in 1922-23. Of these 1,001 were
distributed amongst the four Central Prisons as under :—
Accra (Ussher Fort and James F o r t ) , .
Sekondi Central..
Cape Coast

..

Kumasi

,,

3 7 4

2

g / a l l long-sentence
\
prisoners.
y

..

..

..
..

^ n c l u t o ^ i 6 2 long5
o

49

/includmgnine
\
long-sentence.

i88/

\

i n c l u d i

p g 52 long.

sentence.

The total number of persons committed to prison during 1923-34
was 5,541 as compared with 6,142 in 1922-23. Of the total committals
60 per cent were for penal imprisonment, ten per cent were for debt
and the remaining 30 per cent for safe keeping pending trial. There
were 206 females and 13 juveniles received during the year.
There were 12 executions, ten at Sekondi, two at Accra and one
at Ho.
There were 47 escapes and 24 recaptures, as compared with forty
and nine respectively in 1922-23. Sanitary labour including bushclearing, etc., and involving dispersion in small gangs, was chiefly
responsible for the escapes.
Thirty-two persons died whilst undergoing imprisonment, as
compared with 29 in 1922-23 a verdict of death from natural causes being
returned in each case.
The daily average on the sick list was 3.2 per cent.
The cost of the department for the year under review was £44,377 as
compared with £44,600 in 1922-23, the average cost of each prisoner
being £30. 6s. 2d. On the other hand a sum of £7,378 was received
in payment for prison industries, as against a sum of £6,924 in 1922-23.
Rations cost £7,476 being a decrease of £1,433 on the previous year.
The continued decrease is accounted for by the development of the prison
farms, more particularly the large farm at Kumasi.
The net cost of the department was £36,999 and the net average
cost of each prisoner was £25. 5s. 6d.
The carpenters', shoemakers', and tailors' shops at Accra and
Sekondi were fully occupied; in fact, work was refused on account of
the congestion in the shops.
At Sekondi basket-making and mat-weaving shops were also busy
throughout the year.
At Accra the building of a new prison on the site of the old Ussher
Fort made good progress, the work being done entirely by prison labour
under supervision of the prison staff. These works afforded ample
instruction and practice in brick laying, joinery, shuttering, etc., for a
number of prisoners. The prisoners employed in the shops and in the
skilled labour connected with the building above mentioned were long
sentence prisoners. At Kumasi a new female prison was built, also by
piison labour, as a beginning of general reconstruction of the prison.
Short-sentence prisoners were employed mostly under the Sanitary
and Public Works Department,

XII.—POSTAL TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE SERVICE.
The business dealt with by the Department during the year under
review as compared with the previous year was as follows
1922-23.

1923-24,

£

Sale of stamps for postal purposes
28,195
Number of letters and Postcards received
5,840,232
and despatched
Registered packets
57M52
1,215,480
Book packets ..
».
••
••
•*
• • 116,479
Parcels « *
138,283
Money Orders (value)
171,912
Postal Orders (value)
234,198
Postal Orders (number)
Inland Telegrams (private)
301,924
Inland Telegrams (official)
112,470

27,387
6,431,020
663,600
1,480,668
123,075
138,539
181,814
249»93i
293,091
83,372

There were 164 offices in the Colony, Ashanti and the Northern
Territories open at the end of the financial year of which 116 were Postal
Agencies.
The Post Office Savings Bank business transacted shews an increase
in deposits as compared with 1922. The deposits made totalled 9,826
and amounted to £34,118 in value, an increase of 1,943 in number and
£3,790 in value as compared with the previous year.
The number of withdrawals was 5,275 value £35,684 shewing a
decrease of 517 in number and an increase of £4,169 in value as compared
with 1922.
The average value of each deposit was £3. 9s. 5d. as against
£3. 16s. n d . in 1924 and of each withdrawal £6 15s. 4d. as against
£5. 9 s . n d . The number of depositors at the end of the year was 5,798
and the amount standing to the credit of these accounts was £50,961,
an increase of 546 in number but a decrease of £55 in amount.
The number of paid and official telegrams transmitted shews a
decrease and is attributable to the extension of telephone facilities
coupled with the reduction in time of transit of letters owing to
the opening of the Accra-Kumasi Railway.
The number of Telegraph Offices open during the year was 92.
The cable traffic dealt with in conjunction with the African Direct
Telegraph Company was approximately the same as in the previous year.
The number of forwarded and received messages was 21,542 as against
21,431 in 1922-23.

The number of private messages received and forwarded by the
Wireless Station at Accra was 1702 a decrease of 17 as compared with
those for the previous year.
The official and private subscribers to the Telephone Exchanges
increased very considerably during the year and the trunk calls more
than trebled in number with the gradual extension of the Trunk
Telephone facilities.

XIII .—RAILWAYS.
The total mileage open for traffic at the close of the financial year
1923-24 was 394.
The main line runs in a northerly direction from the port of Sekondi
to Kumasi in Ashanti, a distance of 168 miles (gauge 3' 6"), thence to
Accra in a south-easterly direction, a further distance of 192 miles.
The Branch Lines (3' 6" gauge) operated from the Sekondi-Juaso
Section are the Tarkwa-Prestea Branch with a length of 18 miles running
in a north-westerly direction from Tarkwa, and the Inchaban Branch
which runs in an easterly direction taking off the main line at 4J miles
from Sekondi and having a length of 3J.
The only Branch operated from the Accra Line is the Weshiang
Branch (2' 6" gauge) which runs from Accra to Weshiang, a distance
of 10 miles,
»

Finance.
The total Capital Expenditure on the 31st of March, 1924 stood at
£6,720,089.
The gross revenue amounted to £1,024,781, an increase of £146,888
as compared with the gross revenue for the year 1922-23.
The working expenditure was £541.230 an increase of £142,890 on
the 1922-23 working.
The net revenue was.X483.551. an increase of £3,998 over 1922-23
The general financial result is as follows :—

Loan Charges.
(a) Interest
..
..
..
(b) Sinking Fund
(c) Expenses of Managing Loan
.
Pensions
p

Total
Net Receipts

.,
..

,.

£293,392
47,171
614
341,177
8,999
£350,176
483,551
£133,375

Traffic.
The number of passenger conveyed during the year 1923-24 was
1,334,756, a decrease of 10,938 from the year 1922-23.
The total tonnage carried for the year 1923-24 was 595,657, an
increase of 116,513 over 1922-23.
The principal increases are

>
«

Increase over 1922-23.
Tons.
..
2,889
8,355
21,254
106,362
.*
..
1,79^
15,082
1,701

Commodity.
Building Material ..
Coal
Cocoa
Manganese
Logs Exported
Minerals
Mining Material . .
The principal decreases are :—
Commodity.
Firewood . .
Native Produce

..

Decrease under 1922*23.
Tons.
17,695
..
..
2,464

Deviations.
Deviations, consisting of re-aligning to cut out curves and ease
grades and relaying the track with 80 lb. rails and sleepers in place of
the original 50 lb. track, were completed from Sekondi to Dunkwa
(100 miles) by the middle of December. The work of carrying " Devia
tions " through from Dunkwa to Obuasi (24 miles) was commenced in
October and will be completed before the Cocoa season of 1924-25.
RAILWAY

CONSTRUCTION.

Tafo-Kumasi Railway Extension.
Rails were linked up on the first day of the financial year under
review.
The line was completed and formally declared open for traffic by
the Acting Governor, Dr. Maxwell, on July 5th, and open to public
traffic on September 3rd, 1923.
2. A saving on Estimate of over £103,500 has to be reported on
final completion after allowance lias been made for a sum already
allotted to Open Lines for maintenance etc,
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Central Province Railway Construction.
3. On approval being received from Secretary of State for the
building of the Central Province Railway arrangements were a t once
made for the transfer of staff and materials to the New Headquarters at
the proposed point of take-off of the Central Province Railway from
the main line, namely, Huni Valley.
4. The Camp previously occupied by Deviations became available
as quarters and the only structures requiring to be erected were Store
Shed (140' x 3c'). Temporary Office Extensions and Tank, etc., for
locomotive requirements.
The value of the plant and materials taken over from the TafoKumasi for the New Construction has been assessed at a figure of £8,461
which assessment Government has sanctioned.
5. Arrangements were made for the leave of the majority of Officers
of the Tafo-Kumasi Construction so that the maximum personnel of the
Department would be available in the Colony at the beginning of the
dry season 1923-24.
6. Orders were placed for material (amounting in value to almost
(£250,000) for the Central Province line during the period His Excellency
and the Chief Resident Engineer were in England and an appreciable
saving was effected by advantage being taken of the comparatively low
markets then obtaining in Great Britain.
7. The Construction programme includes a bridge over the River
Pra near Mampong, 30 miles from Huni Valley. This is to be the largest
bridge in the Colony and will be so decked as to enable road vehicles to
pass over when no train is in section. To enable work on the abutments
and piers to commence and continue throughout the last dry season, a
road was constructed by the Department from Imbraim to the Bridge
site and contract for the transportation of cement, foodstuff etc, from
Imbraim station was let at the low figure of is. 8d. per ton-mile. The
construction of this road has been amply justified, more especially in
view of the abnormally heavy earthworks to be carried out before railhead
can reach the Pra.
8. The area between Huni Valley and the River Pra is thinly
populated and although previous requests had been made to the local
farmers to produce increase quantities of foodstuffs little or no effort
in this direction was made, the result being that it was impossible to
secure and maintain as strong a labour force as the heavy nature of the
works called for. The situation had therefore to be speedily dealt with
and conditions were brought up to a more normal standard by the
importation and distribution of rice at retail prices whilst the Department
also granted transport facilities to Eddoe Suppliers so that there is now
a constant and adequate supply of food.

I
9. The preliminaries incidental to starting a new Railway
Construction are so considerable and superficially non-effective that the
Ictual progress of track in the early months is below the average of
Ivhat the whole will be.
I
10. Clearing of a width of 200 feet and through the densest variety
hi virgin heavy forest was completed from Huni Valley to the River Pra.
Earthworks.
[

11. A total of 206,000 cubic yards has been handled in Banks and
Luts during the period.

Rails.
12. These reached eight miles, the track being fully ballasted
boxed and packed to seven miles.
Stations.
13. Good progress was made in the junction station at Huni Valley.
Damang Station (mile 5^) was nearly completed and Subiri (mile 13)
was in progress.
14. Bridges and Culverts were completed to mile eight and concrete
for the Bonsa Bridge ready for its 55' span.
15. The basis of the whole organisation of Construction is, as on
Tafo-Kumasi, an elaborate extension of the local petty contract of
piecework system.
The advantages of this have been stated in other Reports but
may be repeated as follows :—
(i) The restriction of- Contractor's percentage for overhead
charges, risk and profit to the most modest dimensions.
(ii) The elimination alternatively, of large and expensive European
salaried staff, as in Nigeria, if " direct" labour is employed.
(iii) The knowledge at any time, that value is being received for
all money on Construction and of exactly what it consists.
(iv) The ratio of European overhead (i.e. Establishment) to Cost
of Works is reduced.

XIV. HARBOUR

WORKS.

Accra Harbour.
7. The following improvement to Accra Harbour Works were
completed and handed over to the Public Works Department on the
10th July, 1923, with the exception of item No. 4, under the heading
of Macadamised Roads, which were considered too light for the heavy
traffic and were subsequently improved by a 4* layer of tar macadam
and duly completed in December, 1923.

(1) Import building having a floor area of 80,000 square feet.
(2) Railway Marshalling Yards on reclaimed beach area to the
west of Breakwater and new Railway approaches.
(3) Railway Siding to the Steel Jetty at the east end of
Harbour and to the Customs enclosure.

the

(4) Macadamised Roads serving the Customs Buildings and the
Jetty, and a macadamised area for turning and parking
motor lorries at the north end of the Import Buildings.

Sekondi Harbour.
8. Owing to the silting of the Harbour the cranes on the east side of
Jetties numbers 3 and 4 cannot be used.
The tonnage dealt with has increased out of proportion to the
available accommodation.

Deep Water Harbour—Takoradi,
It was generally conceded that the trade of the Colony during the
past few years had proved conclusively the total inadequacy of the
existing port accommodation, and that a new Deep Water Harbour was
essential, if the development of the trade of the Colony was to be
encouraged instead of strangled. In 1921 it was decided to proceed
with the Construction of such a Harbour at Takoradi. where the most
suitable site, if not the only one existing on the Colony's seaboard, lent
itself to economical construction. It is located in the large and well
sheltered bay west of Sekondi, and admits of ample extensions, as and
when trade requirements demand further accommodation.
The work as now being carried out is estimated to cost £1,600,000
and consists mainly of three parts (1) a Railway connecting Takoradi
with the Sekondi-Kumasi line, embodying a Passenger Station, a Goods
Station, marshalling yard, etc. (2) a motor road connecting Sekondi
and Takoradi. (3) New Harbour comprising main and lee breakwaters,
wharfage for branch boats and lighters, transit sheds, rail and road
connections, etc., etc.
The area of the open tidal basin to be enclosed by the breakwaters
is approximately 260 acres with a depth of water varying from five to
40 feet below L.W.L.O.S.T. As regards Construction Progress this has
not been quite up to expectations. The temporary and preliminary
works which as can readily be understood, were of some considerable
extent for an undertaking of this magnitude, have, however, been
accomplished. Examples of such works are, the 25 miles (approx.) of
track laid, which included some heavy excavation. This mileage solely
covers all service and construction track in use on the quarries, th< single

main line with sidings from there to Takoradi with its connections along
the foreshore to the Gold Coast Railway line at Sekondi Harbour, also
the tracks laid for the construction of the main road from Sekondi to
Takoradi, and the operating lines on the Harbour area leading on to the
main and lee breakwaters. In connection with the building of the track
from Sekondi to Takoradi over 600 lin: feet of temporary wooden bridging
was undertaken.
Extensive camps for the European Construction Staff have been
built at both Sekondi and Takoradi.
A permanent European Hospital splendidly equipped has been
erected at Takoradi. The central block is double storied and the wings
on each side are designed so that a second storey can be built upon them
when required. The building at present affords accommodation for 20
patients.
A semi-permanent Native Hospital has also been built at Takoradi
which is in like manner finely equipped.
The permanent works now under construction are:—The break
waters to which stone is train hauled from quarries seven miles distant.
At the end of the period under review a total of 20,887 cubic yards pf
rock had been dumped in the breakwaters as follows :—Main breakwater
18,267 cubic yards, lee breakwater 2,620 cubic yards; and trestling to
the extent of 1,241 and 315 lin: feet erected in main and lee breakwaters
respectively.
f

The connecting Railway is completed, but at present, only a portion
of it is laid with 80 lbs. permanent way material—the rest being
temporary track. The motor road between Sekondi and Takoradi, the
earthworks of which are completed with exception of that portion at
the end of the road approaching the Harbour Site near to the lee break
water. The permanent bridge and culvert work on this road is partially
completed.
Progress is being made in the reclamation of land between the main
and lee breakwaters, whereon provision is made for a Passenger Station,
a Goods Station, marshalling yards, etc., etc., with ample approach
facilities.
In March last a Commissioner was sent out from England to investi
gate and report on the Construction of this Harbour. His report had not
been published at the end of the financial year under review.

XV.—PUBLIC

WORKS

DEPARTMENT.

During the year the methods and organization of the Public Works
Department were c osely examined by Sir Sydney Crookshank, who
visited the Colony tor this purpose. He expressed satisfaction with the
Department and its work generally and made a number of suggestions
which are being acted on.

In general, conditions as to labour and materials were satisfactory,
labour, both skilled and unskilled, being plentiful, and thecost of materials
shewing a decided decrease.
The outstanding event of the year, from a building point of view,
was the completion of the new Gold Coast Hospital. The major portion
was formally opened by His Excellency on October 9th, 1923; the
remainder being handed over to the Medical Department by the following
January.
A commencement was made with another scheme of the very
greatest importance, viz.:—the installation of Electric Light and Power
in Accra. The Contractors, Messrs Sir William Arrol and Company,
made a commencement in 1923 and work was well advanced at the close
of the period under review.
A third scheme, of great importance which has been commenced, is
the erection of a Light House at Cape three Points. This is the principal
turning point for ships making for Sekondi, etc., and the old light has
long been considered inadequate and has been a source of complaint
for years. A new and up-to-date Light-house is being constructed.
Apart iron* the foregoing items, the bulk of the work executed was
of an ordinary character, but reference may be made in connection with
the large roadwork programme carried out, to the Nkawkaw-Mpraeso
and Odumase-Bokunu Roads, which were built entirely by the Chiefs
and people, their construction being a very creditable achievement.
There are now over 3,500 miles of motorable road in the country.
Under the heading of Recurrent Expenditure, a determined effort
was mad to overtake the painting of Government Buildings, a large
increase in the vote being approved and a definite programme drawn
up. Great strides were made during the year and the result must be
in the long run, economical.
The more important works in progress or completed were :—
Hospitals, etc.
New Gold Coast Hospital.
Keta Native Hospital.
Mortuary at Nsawam.

Schools.
Extension of Training College, Accra.
Extension of Girls' School, Accra,
Extension of Girls' School, Kumasi.

risons, etc.
Ussher Fort :-*~Re-building and extensions.
This work is being continued on a definite progressive plan by
Prison labour, assistance being given by the Public Works Department,
he result of training Prisoners as Masons, Carpenters, etc., during their
erm of imprisonment is having beneficial results, while the work i9
being done cheaply.
Police Guard Room near Gold Coast Hospital.
Female Prison, Kumasi,

Quarters.
A special effort was made during the year to overtake the Quarters
deficiency throughout the Colony, and the erection of a large number
of Bungalows was approved and work put in hand. In all, 44 Bungalows
ol various types were commenced or completed throughout the colony,
Ashanti and the Northern Territories. In addition to this the old
Survey Office at Cantonments, Accra, was re-modelled and now forms
an Officers Mess and Quarters for six Officers. New Survey Offices were
built, and new Military Lines were completed at Accra.

Court Housesi Post Offices and Offices.
District Commissioner's Court House, Ho.
Chief Commissioner's Offices, Kumasi.
New Post Office, Bekwai.

Workshops.
The new Public Works Department Shops in Accra are practically
complete and are waiting until power is available before work is started.
The new Stores, etc., are all occupied, and a portion of the old Public
Works Department Stores has been handed over to the Town CouociL

Town Improvements and Drainage.
The outstanding event under this heading was the installation of a
pipe-borne sewerage system, with Imhoff and Septic tanks at the new
Gold Coast Hospital. The work is completed and acting most satisfac
torily.
During the year the newly formed Municipal Engineering Staff
took over the construction and maintenance of the surface water drainage
under the superintendence of the Senior Sanitary Engineer, and a
considerable amount of work was carried out.
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A commencement was made with the layout of a new market at
Achimota at the junction of the new road leading up to the site of
Achimota College.
The construction of the new Railway line Accra to Kumasi has
resulted in the rapid expansion of the towns along the route, and special
efforts have been made to have layout plans prepared so that the extension
of these towns..will be carried out on proper lines.
Valuation and compensation work in connection, with the Cape
Coast Congested area proceeded satisfactorily.
«

Accra Water Works.
The new Power House was completed and brought into operation
and the engines give very good, results.
The construction of a weir across the Densu was commenced.

Sekondi Water Works.
Nothing beyond ordinary maintenance work was carried out during
the year but the water, after treatment with Aluminium Sulphate,
continues to be very satisfactory.

Winneba Water Supply.
This is now ii\ full working order and the provision of a pure water
supply to Winneba is a great boon to the inhabitants.

Gape Coast Water Supply.
The preparation of this scheme was unfortunately stopped owing
to the death of the Senior Hydraulic Engineer, and no successor had been
appointed at the close of the year.

Kumasi Water Supply.
Nothing has been done in connection with the main Scheme for a
water supply to Kumasi beyond taking guagings, etc.. but the provision
of tanks to Bungalows was taken in hand and investigations undertaken
as to the possibility of constructing a temporary supply.

Roads.
The mileage of main trade roads, which "are constructed and
maintained by the Public Works Department, is now 1,173 miles as
against 1,033 miles in 1922-23.
Pioneer road construction continues to give gratifying results, the
number of miles now open being bringing the total mileage of pioneer
roads to 2,186.

The " Tarmet ' system ot road surfacing has been widely extended
roughout the Colony arid Ashanti and continues to prove most
:cess£ul. This method of road construction was closely examined
\ Sir Sydney Crookshank during his visit to the Colony, who approved
it, and a greatly extended programme of work is now in preparation.

[sawam Bridge.
The very important work of taking down the old wooden bridge,
Inch is 278 feet long and carries very heavy traffic and replacing with
(eel joints, etc., was completed.

farkwa Bridge.
A fine reinforced bridge of 60 feet clear span was constructed at
fkyeso.

unkwa-Wioso Road.
Construction was pushed forward to the Ankobra River (40 miles)
I'hich is now road head, and all bridges and culverts are of permanent
lonstruction.

ireat North Road.
Steady work is being accomplished on this road, on the swamps at
kakongo and Yamalaga, and in the re-construction of the Prang and
fram Bridges.

XVI—TRANSPORT

DEPARTMENT.

The Motor Transport Department continued to operate successfully
is a separate Department with the reduced staff and fleet strength.
2. Motor Transport sections were maintained throughout the year
it Accra, Sekondi, Kumasi and Ho. The small Motor Transport station
tt Koforidua was closed down on 1st October and the vehiclesdisposed of.
3. The balance of Government Motor Transport requirements
liroughout the Colony, Ashanti and the Northern Territories was hired
rom the Contractors for the year, Messrs. Elder's Road Transport, Ltd.
4. The Mule Transport section with new carts and animals, operated
hroughout the year at Accra.
5. Government Stores and Materials and Officials' Baggage? were
mdled efficiently at the ports of Accra and Sekondi and at the Railway
rminus Kumasi.
6. The maintenance of the Government Rest House at Sekondi
w a s continued and the catering improved and extended to include the
provision of cold luncheons for mailboat passengers proceeding to Kumasi
a n d the Northern Territories by train.
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XVIL—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY.

AURIFEROUS DEPOSITS.
Banda (Western Ashanti) district.
Some further work was done on the coarse and fine sericitic quartz
conglomerates, breccia-conglomerates and grits in this district. The
results obtained from the banket (auriferous conglomerate) of the Banda
Range, between the Tom me (Tambe) and the Wowa gaps, suggest that
careful and extensive prospecting would probably prove the occurrence
of a profitable banket reef. In this region there is a vast area that should
be thoroughly prospected. The best period of the year for this work
would be from April to December, when water could be obtained easily
for panning purposes.

Bole District, Northern Territories.
To the north east of Bole two well defined quartz reefs, giving good
prospect of gold by hand crushing and panning, were discovered. They
are worthy of careful examination and testing.
The old native goldiield east of Wasipe was examined and tested
but though a little coarse gold was found, sporadically distributed, the
field was deemed to be of little value.

Mamprussi North District, Northern Territories.
During the rapid day-to-day traverse from Wa to the north western
corner of the Northern Territories, thence eastward across them to Bawka
and southward to Gambaga good prospects of alluvial gold were found
in the Sissili River, and between Zenbilla and Gogo. Owing to the
exigencies of travelling in this manner the occurrence could not be
properly tested.

Manganese Deposits in the Northern Territories.
The reconnaissances through these Territories resulted in the
discovery of deposits of manganese ore of fair to poor quality at twelve
different localities, along at least four parallel, but widely separated,
lines from the south of Bole to Bangwon, north of Lawra, close to the
northern boundary of the Territories. These lines trend roughly north
east and appear to indicate the repetition by folding of a widespread bed
of series of beds of manganiferous sediments.

Limestone Deposits.
A large outcrop of dolomitic limestone was found near Kolenso in
the Bole district, Northern Territories. It occurs in the Volta Series,
close to the Black Volta River,—as in the case of the deposits of good
limestone near Bwipe, some 16 miles to the north east, which were
discovered some yea a ago. Analyses of this stone are being made,
Should they prove to be of value the limestone can be easily obtained
by water transport for district uses when required.

Bauxite Deposit.
On the summit of Mie Mountain, some 15 miles west of Abofuo,
on the Kumasi—Techiman road, a deposit of bauxite was discovered.
It forms a cap on the mountain, which is more than two miles in length
and covered with thick bush. Its extent could not be determined at
the time. Some of the bauxite is of good quality, the remaider, fairly
to highly ferriferous.

General Geology.
The reconnaissances in the Northern Territories, particularly in the
Black Volta basin, and between Navrongo and Bawku revealed certain
field relations of the -rocks. This has given the Survey a great deal of
most useful information, such as has been searched for during the past
few years.

Kumasi Water Supply.
Geological examinations and reports were made of the upper portion
of the Ofin River and of portion of the Adra River in connection with
the proposed permanent water supply of the town of Kumasi.
The
evidence obtained proved the possibility of such supplies being suitable.

XVIII. MINES

DEPARTMENT.

The following table shows the export of mineral products from the
Gold Coast and its Dependencies for the year 1923-1924.

1923-1924.

1922-1923.
Amount.

Value.

Amount.

204,073 Fine
ounces

£866,901

200,703 Fine
ounces

£852,548

Manganese

76,996 Tons

129,696

181,623 Tons

410,182

Diamonds

7,287 Carats

9*040

30,419 Carats

34*223

Gold

Total

—

£1,005,637

—

Value.

£i>296.953

Gold Calculated at £4.248 per fine ounce.
Manganese F.O.B. Sekondi.
Diamonds 22s. 6d. per carat.
During the year under review the output of Gold has declined by
3,370 ounces, but on the other hand Manganese and Diamonds have
both made considerable advances.

The increase in Manganese amounts to 104,627 tons ; and the export
of Diamonds exceeds that of 1922-1923 by 23,132 carats.
This upwards tendency in regard to Manganese is still being main
tained and 1924-25 is confidently expected to be a record year.

Gold/ The Mines producing on the conglomerate reef
Abbontiakoon and Tarkwa.

are

Abosso,

Abosso and Tarkwa are now amalgamated and together from the
Tarkwa and Abosso Consolidated under joint management. Tarkwa
Mine ore is transported to Abosso by railway for treatment.
This Company is also opening up the adjacent Adjah Bippo Mine.
Quartz reefs in the Colony were worked by Prestea Block A, Kanyiankor
Limited and Akoko Main Reef.
Prestea Block A has adopted the mineral separation process for
ore treatment and a new policy of development is being carried out at
Akoko in order to,increase the output.
The Chichiwelli property situated some 25 miles East of Tarkwa
has not reached the production stage.
At Simpa Reefs a property about 20 miles south of Tarkwa develop
ment operations have commenced.
In Ashanti, the Ashanti Goldfields Corporation still retains its
premier position as the leading Mine in the Colony in spite of the fact
that the new treatment of the ore failed to realise expectations.
This Company's report for the year foreshadows a return to the
earlier roasting process.
The Obuasi Mines Limited at Obuom appear to be marking time
pending reconstruction.
Alluvial Gold to tho amount of 2,692 ozs. was obtained from the
Offin River by dredging and from the old bed of the Pupuposu in the
Akim District by hydraulicing.

Manganese Ore.
The African .Manganese Company have installed tsvo steam shovels,
seven m les of light railway and a washing plant. The greater output
of Manganese awaits the development of Takoradi Harbour.

Diamonds.
The African Selection Trust at Akwatia are opening up their property
and their efforts are reflected in the increase of diamonds produced.
The size of the diamonds still remains small but there appears to be
no difficulty in finding a market.

CJOLD COAST,

Labour.

1923-24.

*

'If,
[M

The average number of natives employed in the Mining industry!
during the year was 11,995. In 1922-1923 it was 10,929. 600 of t h | |
increase were factors in the higher Manganese production and anothef f
100 have been absorbed by Chichiwelli.
p
The operation of the African Selection Trust have also contributed
to swell these figures.
ij
834 boys were recruited in the Northern Territories during the yeatV
1923-1924 ; of these 783 arrived at the Mines ; the remainder deserted ^
on the way down.
1

To ease the labour situation the Government of Nigeria permitted
recruiting to take place in Nigeria and a number of boys were obtained.
On the whole these boys have turned out to be satisfactory workers.
However, the difficulty of obtaining satisfactory hammer boys still
remains and until some solution of the labour problem has been arrived
at no important increase in the output of gold can be expected.

Prospecting.
Twenty-one licences to prospect were issued in the Colony and three
in Ashanti during the year 1923-1924.
Up to the present no important discoveries have been reported as a
result of this prospecting activity.

XIX. SURVEY

DEPARTMENT.

The most striking features of the work of the year are the increase
in the demands made on the department, both by the general public
and by other Government Departments, and also the increase in the
efficiency of the African technical staff, who have been trained in the
department, and who are now in such a state of efficiency that their
services have enabled the Survey Department to meet the increase
demands made on it. In the field and in the Drawing and Printing Offices,
the effect of efficient training of African subordinates is clearly seen in
the increased output.
2. The organisation, and a brief history of the department since its
re-opening after the war, have already been described in the Report
for the Blue Book for the financial year 1922-23, so that there is no need
to repeat these details here. The organisation there described has
proved to be a suitable and convenient one and, with the exception of
the addition of an Examination Section and a Special Framework Party
to the Cadastral Branch, still exists as the fundamental organisation
of the department.
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The Cadastral Branch.
3. Probably the most interesting feature to record in connection
with the Cadastral Branch is the commencement of work, on modern
lines, of a first class framework which should prove of immense value
in the years to come. A Special Party, consisting of an Officer-in-Charge,
two European assistants, and one European Computer, have been
allowed for, but the officer-in-charge did not arrive until December 26th,
1923, his assistant not until February 21st, and the Computer not until
March 19th, 1924. The second European assistant has not arrived yet.
4. One of the subjects of the Special Framework Party has been to
carry out rapid traverse work with an accuracy comparing favourably
with the results of triangulation. For this purpose, a special apparatus
has been designed by the department and constructed by Messrs. Cooke,
Troughton & Simms. It is too early yet to obtain an idea of the real
accuracy obtained, as no closure has yet been effected, but ai very
satisfactory rate of progress ha? been obtained, in spite of the full staff
allowed for not being available. It is hoped to obtain an accuracy
1
1
on framework traverses of between 60,000 and 100,000 with this
apparatus.
5. In the various provinces, a good deal of miscellaneous work has
been carried out. This includes a Town Survey of Keta, a number of
special sheets of the Kumasi Town Survey, required for special purposes
by the Sanitary and Municipal authorities, various surveys around Accra
including contoured surveys of the site for Achimota College, and of the
Sisal Plantation, various land surveys, etc. Altogether, fifty-five surveys
of importance were dealt with, in addition to minor work.
6. Owing to the Superintendent of Lands and Boundaries having
been seconded for service with the Legal Department, in connection
with the Takoradi Land case, the work of the Lands Branch has been
at a complete standstill during the period under review.
7. A considerable number of surveys in land dispute cases were
made by licensed surveyors under the supervision of the department.
Licensed surveyors had also a number of Concession Surveys in hand
at the end of the year,
8. A series of tidal observations were taken at Accra and prepara
tions have been made for the instalment, during the coming year, of an
automatic tide guage at Takoradi, which will provide useful data
icgarding the tides at the new harbour.

The Topographical Branch.
9. By the end of the present field season (June, 1924), about 24,000
sqiu re miles will have been topographically surveyed on the scale
1/62,500 (one inch to the mile). This makes an addition of about 7,000
square miles for the year. Some framework was also carried out for

<feou>

C o a s t ,
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next year's work. The different survey parties employed during the (j
year were divided into two groups, one of which was engaged in carrying \%
the work towards the western frontier, and the other in extending the I
survey northwards.
i jj
10. In the west the country encountered was very difficult—dense
bush, practically no roads and very few tracks, what tracks there were
being in many cases overgrown with bush and stopped with fallen trees,
so that movement on the part of carriers with loads became difficult.
In addition, owing to the backward and developed nature of this stretch
of country, food, both for European and labourers, was scarce and
difficult to obtain, and special arrangements had often to be made for
importation and carriage of rice for the labourers.

||
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11. An interesting feature in connection with the work in the west
was the traverse of the Tano River which was carried out in canoes,
using Bar and Stroud range-finders, backward and forward readings
being taken to a whitened cord. Considerable speed and sufficient
accuracy to avoid errors on the scale of the map were obtained in con
ditions that would have quite prevented any decent progress by the usual
method of filling in detail on large rivers in dense forest country by
floating cable.
12. In the Topographical Branch, as in the Cadastral, considerable
progress has been made in the training of African Surveyors. One
African is now capable of surveying a field sheet entirely by himself with
the same supervision that would be given to a European surveyor, while
other Africans are rapidly reaching this standard also. The result of
this is seen in the decreased cost of work, while the total output is greatly
increased. Thus, the survey of a complete field sheet (excluding cost of
inspection, checking and preparation for reproduction, and the period
spent by European surveyors on leave in England, but including all
time spent on actual field work, including sick) has decreased from £650
in 1922-23 to £556 in 1923-24, a reduction of almost 15 per cent on the
cost for the financial year 1922-23. In the case of one camp which
operated as an experiment and was entirely composed of Africans the
cost was as low as £365. This figure includes the cost of one European
supervising, and shows clearly what can be expected as the work of
training Africans proceeds and as more Africans become proficient.

)
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Reproduction and Records.
13. The better appearance of the sheets produced locally, which is,
perhaps, the most noticeable thing in connection with the Reproduction
Section, is largely due to the valuable help and criticism received from
Colonel H . S. L. Winterbotham, C.M.G., D . S . O . , R.E., Chief of the
Geographical Section of the General Staff, who, after examination of ,
the earlier sheets produced in Accra, was able to suggest many practical /
changes which brought about superior results.*
h
t •' •

14. In addition to this, the African Draughtsmen, by whom the work
is now performed, improved very considerably during the year, with
visible benefit to the printed sheets. Many of these draughtsmen are
now doing work which, three years ago, was being done by the Chief
Draughtsman himself, with the result that the latter can now concentrate
on supervision and training. The result, of course, is a very much larger
output and a much better quality in the work turned out by the African
staff.
15. One of the most gratifying features in the work of the year is
the increased sense of usefulness which now exists regarding the work
of the department—both in the department itself and amongst other
departments and amongst the general public. This is seen, in outstations, as well as in Accra itself, by the increased sale and issue of maps
and plans. The following figures are interesting as an illustration of
this :—
1919

Sales to Public
Issues to Government
Departments

£30

1920

1921

1922-23*

64

368

473

1,036

l60

677

1.975

1,698

1923-24!

ir

37

224

1.045

2,448

^-734

16. The figures given above include purely departmental sales and
issues only—they do not include special work done for other departments,
of which a great deal has been done in connection with the production
of charts, diagrams, special maps, etc., for departmental reports and
other Government publications. Amongst these were various maps
and diagrams for the British Empire Exhibition ; charts and diagrams
for the reprint of the Colony Handbook ; charts, illustrations, maps
and diagrams for the Public Works, Customs, Forestry, Mines, and
Agricultural Departments and for the Secretariat and Gold Coast
Regiment. In addition, work was done for the Boy Scouts and also
for various commercial firms.
•

17. As in other branches of the department, costs in the Reproduc
tion Branch show a very decided tendency to decrease. The average
cost of producing locally in five colours 300 copies of a topographical
one-inch sheet works out at £32, while the cost of 24,000 diagrams
printed for the Colony Handbook worked out at under i£d. per diagram,
some of the work being in colours.
* Change in Periods.

(For 1st quarter 1 9 H total was £370).

f Docs not include 1 , 3 6 8 sunprints made and issued.
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18. In the Record Section of the branch a total of 67 fields sheets, $
complete with auxiliary sheets, village and river books, name lists, )||
political tracings, boundary books, and field sheet reference books, have jy,
now been received. During the process of dealing with these records m
a valuable index of place-names, giving all information about e a c h | |
town or village in a handy form, is being compiled. The information p
thus obtained eventually will be published and will be available as [|f
Gazetteer of the Gold Coast.
*
m

The Survey School.
19. The Survey School, has now been in existence for three years
and two pupils finally passed out in June, 1923, although they had not
quite completed their three years since the school opened early in 1921.
A further batch will be passed out finally in June, 1924.
20. The standard
pupil now sitting for
since the school was
department becoming

set at the school is a high one, and the class of
the entrance examination has greatly improv - i
first opened. This is due to the school and
known and attracting a higher class of African.

Miscellaneous Work.
21. A re-organisation of personnel tc meet increase of work in certain
branches was carried out.
Further revision of the laws was done and much work on contem
plated improvements was in hand.

i

Licensed surveyors were examined and their work checked.
Practical help was given in road location and African personnel found and j
lent for this important work.
1
The review of a great quantity of information regarding the spelling
of names was carried out.
A start was made on the compilation of a topographical layered map
on the 1/250,000 scale (known as the £ inch) and the first sheet—
ACCRA—is now being printed. A relief map of the railway area of the
Gold Coast, for exhibit at the British Empire Exhibition, was constructed,
entirely from the, results of the new topographical survey, by Mr.
W. J. 0. Reeves of the Railway Department, who was assisted by the
staff and draughtsmen of the Survey Department. This map was made j
by sawing up impressions from the one-inch sheets, on beaver board, A ,
along the 100-feet form lines.

XX.—WORK CONDUCTED AT THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE
*

DURING THE YEAR J923 FOR THE GOLD COAST.

Economic Investigations and Enquiries.

Reports on a number of products forwarded by Government Officers
were furnished to the Government of the Gold Coast during the year as a
result of investigations carried out in the Scientific and Technical
Department, supplemented when necessary by reference to commercial
experts. In addition, information relating to Gold Coast products was
supplied to enquirers.
Shea P r o d u c t s .
The detailed examination of products of the Shea tree referred to
in the statements for 1921 and 1922 has been continued.
Attempts have been made to devise a process for removing the
unsaponiiiable matter from shea butter, the presence of which reduces
the value of the butter for the manufivture of edible fats. The problem
presents many difficulties, but it has been found possible to prepare in
the laboratory a fat containing only a low percentage of unsaponiiiable
mailer. It is however uncertain whether the method could be applied
economically on a commercial scale.
At the suggestion of the Imperial Institute the Department of
Agriculture forwarded samples of Shea kernels from different districts
and specimens of the butter prepared native processes for comparative
examination. The results however did not show any important
differences in the amount of unsaponiiiable matter present in the fat,
Botanical specimens of Shea trees which were collected at Ejura
and Kete Krachi in connection with this investigation were all considered
at Kew to be typical of Buiyrosfermum

Parkii.

A firm of manufacturers was supplied with particulars relating to
shea nuts and shea butter, and to the work of the Agricultural
Department in connection with the industry in the Gold Coast.

Neele Seed.
In connection with the previous investigation of " N e e l e " seed,
which has now been identified at Kew as derived from Citrullus vulgaris,
Sehrad., the Imperial Institute suggested that a larger quantity should
be forwarded for commercial valuation as an oilseed. Seed received
from the Northern Territories in response to this request yielded 45 per
cent of an oil which was considered in the trade to be suitable for technical
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purposes and probably also for edible use if suitably treated ; the residual'/)
meal was a fairly useful feeding stuff of somewhat higher value than) 1
cotton seed cake. The seed was valued at £ 1 7 to £ 1 8 per ton, and an
offer to purchase a trial shipment of from 200 to 300 tons was obtained.
?

?

A small quantity of a variety of Neele seed grown in the WesternU
Province was also received, which differed in appearance from the other
samples examined. It also gave a lower yield of oil and the residual
meal contained less protein and considerably more fibre. The oils frontj
all the samples were practically identical in composition. A further j
sample of this Neele seed from the Western Province has been requested^
in order to ascertain whether the lower yield of oil is a constant featured
of this variety.

Coffee,
Samples of

Coffea liberica. C> slenophylla and C. robusta, grown

at the Agricultural Station, Aburi, were forwarded in order to ascertain
their quality with a view to the possible extension of the plantations.
The coffees were of good appearance and commercial shipments of similar
character would be readily saleable on the Continent and to some extent
in the United Kingdom. In view of the preferential duty on Britishgrown coffee imported for home consumption, the Imperial Institute
suggested that attention should be given in th* Colony to the
possibility of encouraging the production for export of Arabian coffee,
which finds a ready sale in this country at higher prices than the
above varieties.
Millet a n d Guinea Corn.
In connection with ait enquiry regarding foodstuffs suitable for
native employees of a mining company in the GolcfCoast, information'
was furnished as to the varieties of millet and Guinea corn grown in the \
Co'ony, and samples of African millet and red and white Guinea corn!
were supplied.
{

Fibres.
A fibrous material derived from the inner bark of a tree {probably
Antians tmicaria) proved to be unsuitable for spinning, but could be
utilised for the preparation of paper pulp or as a source of cellulose for
the manufacture of artificial silk,
*

Information regarding cotton cultivation and its possibilities in
the Gold Coast was furnished to a Company owing estates in the Colony.
Timbers.
In connection with the selection of Gold Coast timbers for the British
Kmpire Exhibition, 1924, the Conservator of Forests was supplied with
a list of timbers from the Colony which would probably be suitable fur
use in the United Kingdom. Particulars cf the characters and qualities
of these timbers, and of the results of investigations of a number of theip
at the Imperial Institute, were also supplied.
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Minerals.
In view of the high cost of building in the Gold Coast the Imperial
Institute drew the attention of the Government to the occurrences of
clays, shales and limestones in the Colony which might be suitable for
the local manufacture of cement, bricks and tiles, and offered to
co-operate in a detailed investigation of their possibilities.
Information was furnished to a firm in London as to occurrences of
brick-making clays and limestones in the Colony.
Other enquiries relating to the Gold Coast dealt with during the
period under review included soils for coconut plantations; manganese
ores ;. mining and other industries.

Publications.
A Report on the Operations of the Imperial Institute was published
as No. 1 of the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, Vol. XXL (1923), in
which reference was made to the work conducted for the Gold Coast in
recent years.
The following articles of interest to the Colony were also published
in the Bulletin during the year :—
The Trees of the Gold Coast.
Sisal Hemp Plantations in the Gold Coast.

Gold Coast Court.
The site of the Court has been moved further east in the North
Gallery and now occupies the whole bay with a floor space of 1,200 square
feet.
The excellent exhibits of vegetable products which were transferred
to the Imperial Institute at the close of the last International Rubber
Exhibition held in LondoYi have now been effeptively arranged. A
special case has been devoted to cocoa ; one to oil-palm products and
copra ; one to miscellaneous oil-seeds ; one to kola nuts and rubber ;
one to fibres ; and one to gum-copal and miscellaneous products.
The new map of the Gold Coast supplied by the Government has been
placed on exhibition, together with a map of West Africa received from
the War Office.
The statistical board showing area, population and trade has been
brought up to date.
Lectures on the Gold Coast and Gold Coast products have been given
to school children in the Court by the Guide Lecturer, and to members
of the general public by Colonel M. C. Nangle, F.R.G.S.
A. A. C. FINLAY,
Acting Colonial

Secretary.

COLT^nsr^EPDRl^ ETC.
The following recent reports, etc., relating to His Majesty**
Colonial Possessions have been issued) and may be obtained from
the sources indicated on the title page:—
ANNUAL.
jVo.
1227
1228
1229
1230
1231
1232
1233
1234
1235
1236
1237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
1248
1240
1250
1251
[252
1253
1254

Y$ar*

Colony, $tc.
Kenya Colony and Protectorate
Hongkong
Northern Territories of the Gold Coast
Colonial Survey Committee Report
Cayman Islands
Leeward Islands
Federated Malay States
MauriUus..
Straits Settlements
Seychelles
..
..
Tongan Islands Protectorate
Brunei
..
..
..
Unfederatcd Malay States
St, Lucia
Bahamas
Falkland Islands
Ceylon
Basutoland
Nigeria
Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Bermuda
Weihaiwei
Gambia
Brunei
St. Helena
Ashanti
Cyprus
Zanzibar . .

1923
1923-1924
1914-1923
1923
1923-1924
1923

1923-1*24
1923

1924
1923
1924
1923-1924
1923
1924

1923-1924
1924

MISCELLANEOUS.
Colony, etc.
Southern Nigeria
West Indies

..

Southern Nigeria
Southern Nigeria
Ceylon
Imperial Institute
Southern Nigeria
St. Vincent
East Africa Protectorate

..
..
..
..
..
..
..

Colonies—General
Pitcairn Island ..

..
.,

Subject.
Mineral Survey, 1910.
Preservation of Ancient Monu
ments, e t c
Mineral Survey, 1911.
Mineral Survey, 1912.
Mineral Survey.
Oil-seeds, Oils, etc.
Mineral Survey, 1913.
Roads and Land Settlement.
Geology and Geography of the
northern part of the Protec
torate.
Fishes of the Colonies,
Report on a visit to the Island
by the High Commissioner
for the Western Pacific
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